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Island Calendar is a list of on island events. Please submit separately for the Island Calendar 
and News & Events or indicate in your submission if you would like your event placed in both. 

Following the text order exactly as above for email submissions is appreciated (month, date, day, 
title, place and time), use the title as your email subject. Current advertisers welcome to submit 

events but not-for-profit items will be given priority. Thank you for understanding.

Island Calendar
T h e  R e g u l a r s

Next Deadline: Monday, December 14th, 2009

Submit your event: eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

• Quadra Legion - Now open Thurs & Fri at 7 pm and Saturdays at 4:00pm
• Every Monday - Parent and Tots 9:30 am - noon Q.C.C.
 - Sing for Pure Joy!   3 - 4:30 pm  Room 3 Q.C.C. All Voices Welcome.
• Every Tuesday- Quadra Children’s Song Circle -   3 - 4:00 p.m.  Room 3 Q.C.C.
 - Kidz Klub 3- 4:30 pm Quadra Island Bible Chruch
  - Al-anon meeting, 7.30 pm at the Children’s Centre
 - Folkdancing QCC-7:30 pm Sept-April
• Every Wednesday - Moms and Babes 11 am - noon Q.C.C. 
 - Community Lunch noon Q.I.C.C.
 • Every Thursday - Parent and Tots 9:30 am - noon Q.C.C.  
 -Yoga Classes 9-11 AM and 5-7 PM with Brenda Dempsey at the 
Upper Realm, QCove. 285-3054 or 203-1575 Drop ins welcome $12.
 - Prayer Meeting, 7:00pm at Quadra Island Bible Church
 - Life Drawing Sessions with model at Firesign Studio 7-9:30 pm 
• Every Saturday - Farmers’ Market behind the Credit Union 10 am - 2 pm
 - Legion Meat Draw 5:00 pm, Steak Dinner at 6:30pm 
• Every Sunday - Centre for Spiritual Living Celebration 10:30 am Willow Point Hall 
 - Family Worship Service 10:30am Quadra Island Bible Church
 -Quadra Sunday Painters, 11 AM- 2 PM, call Nanci 250-285-3390
 - Quadra United Church--11 am, except 1st Sunday of month at 12 noon
 - Buddhist meditation 10 am Q.I.C.C., everyone welcome
 - Live Jazz at HBI 6:30 pm
• 1st Monday - Quadra writers group - 7:00 to 9:00 pm 285-3656
• 1st and 3rd Wednesday - Food Bank 1-2 Community Centre

For links to the latest weather, tides, currents  
and marine weather forecast log on to

www.QuadraIsland.ca

D a y  b y  d a y

Island Calendar online: www.d i scovery i s lander.ca

Friday, December 4 
- Local Talent Performance Night                                   Upper Realm 
7:45 to 9:l5 p.m.
Island Voices - “Sing We Now of Christmas”  CR United Church 
8 pm Tickets at Campbell River Tourist Centre. Info: Anne 287-4236
Saturday, December 5 
- Opening Day at Mount Cain   Mt Cain!!! 
lifts open 9:30 am to 3:30 pm
- Vitalis Open House    Vitalis - Cove Centre 
10 am to 5 pm 
- Ladies Auxiliary Christmas Craft and Bake Sale Quadra Legion 
To rent a table for $10.00 Call Chris 285-2207 or Marie 285-2345
Wednesday, December 9 
- Moms Group    Quadra Is. Bible Church 
10 am to noon
- Craft and Chat    Quadra Is. Bible Church 
3 to 9 pm
Wednesday, December 16 
- Free Money    Q.I.C.C. 
11:30 am before the community lunch
Friday, December 18 
- Chanting with Kula Kirtan   Q.I.C.C.  
7:30 – 9:30 pm.  Room 3 
Saturday, December 19 
- Quadra Singers Christmas concert.  
8:00 pm Handel’s Messiah with Campbell River Singers
Saturday, December 26 
- Boxing Day Casino Night   Quadra Legion 
7 pm to 1 am
Thursday, December 31 
- Dancing Through the Decades   Quadra Legion 
starts 9 pm, snacks after midnight, no cover
- Shane Philip plays in the New Year  Heron’s at the HBI 
9 pm
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Island Forum

Subscriptions available

$30.00* for 6 months 
$50.00* for 12 months  

(* includes GST)

Submission Guidelines
Items for publication are 
welcomed on subjects of 

interest to the Discovery Islands 
community. Please help us by 

following these guidelines:
• Please print handwritten  
material clearly.
• Items sent by email do not need 
to be an attached file - just send 
text in the body of the email. Please 
spell check in Canadian English.
• Please use the title of the item  
as email subject. 
• No MS Publisher, WordPerfect files 
or graphics in Word files please. Send 
imported graphics separately.
• Please don’t send original 
irreplaceable material.
• Please remember to caption & 
credit photos and artwork. Don’t 
write on the back of photos use 
labels or Postits™.

While every effort is made to 
include all items submitted, 

errors and accidental omissions 
do occur and the Discovery 

Islander should be only one part 
of your publicity efforts.

Next Deadline 
Monday, December 14th
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Dear Editor,
Regarding the letters in the 

Island Forum of 20 November:

While Steve Moore is certainly 
an energetic letter writer and 
entitled to his opinions, to label 
his opinions “informing” and 
“educating” is a bit of a stretch. It 
is evident that Steve knows little 
about salmon farming, salmon 
physiology or the nature of the 
ocean around him. 

In the last century about 12 
million Atlantic salmon were 
released into these west coast 
waters in ill-conceived attempts 
to establish colonies. Ironically, 
these releases were carried 
out by conservationists, the 
forerunners of our self-proclaimed 
environmentalists. Fortunately 
none of the Atlantics proved able to 
compete with the native fish. Any 
escape is an unfortunate incident 
that requires a serious response, 
but is hardly an environmental 
disaster.        

The dissolved oxygen (DO) 
level in ocean water often drops in 
the autumn, as stale water trapped 
behind sills at the mouths of inlets 
turns over, much as lake water will 
turn over in the spring.  Wild fish 
of course can move around and 
find better water.  For penned fish 
it is common practice to diffuse 
compressed air through the water 
in the pens to raise DO.  In cases 
where a lot of fish die regardless, 
there is generally a second or third 
stressor, but only a fool would 
presume to guess what might have 
happened at Port Elizabeth.

Diving is a routine business 
expense.  The company I work 
for dives every pen at least once a 
week, and immediately after any 
event which may have cause a die-
off or compromised a net. 

The tired old rhetoric of sea 
lice and chemicals really doesn’t 
deserve a comment, but once 
more, salmon and lice have been 
co-existing for 10’s of millions of 
years and, like wolves compared to 
domestic dogs, wild fish carry many 
times more lice than farmed.  And 
there are chemicals in everything, 
Steve.  Even that organic salad 

you’re eating.  Life is a bio-chemical 
function.         

I am proud to be a salmon 
farmer, proud that salmon farming 
thrives under a critical microscope.  
My farm is inspected several 
times a year by independent 
inspectors from various agencies.  
It is always found to be compliant. 
Occasionally there are suggestions 
for improvement, which are tested, 
tasked and instituted.  This is 
how industry moves forward, by 
responding to intelligent, informed 
advice, not by being distracted with 
nuisance complaints tossed out 
by people who are too lazy or too 
prejudiced to educate themselves. 

As for closed containment 
v. net pens, most people I’m 
sure realize the issue is very 
complex, environmentally and 
tactically as well as financially, 
and are unwilling to base an 
opinion on something posted at 
kickasalmonfarmer.com.

Bruce Banta    

Christmas Gift-
Giving

  Here I go begging again...
Haven’t done it in the pages of  
the Discovery Islander for nine 
months.  I don’t like doing it. Part 
of my youthful self would prefer a 
Robin Hood approach but I might 
end up in jail.

  So the Free Wood Association 
is down to just $60 in the local 
Credit Union.  You can’t provide 
alot of firewood next year with that 
amount of money.  Please consider 
putting some money in the Free 
Wood Association account in the 
Quadra Credit Union to insure no 
one on Quadra is cold this or next 
winter.  So far, we have helped a 
dozen individuals & families in 
October and November this year.

  The Free Money Association 
is very active with distribution 
taking place on Wednesday before 
the Commuity Lunch on December 
2 and December 16.

Thanks to the knitters & 
weavers at the Summer Quadra 

Market, we have enough money 
to last until the end of January.  
Please consider donating to the 
Free Money association account at 
the Quadra Credit Union.

  A study was done on 
homelessness in Campbell River.  
There are around 65 homeless 
individuals on any given night in 
Campbell River.  That’s around 
one homeless person for every 
500 residents.On Quadra, with a 
population over 2,500 people, that 
would mean roughly 5 homeless 
people if we didn’t have the level of 
generosity that we currently have.  
Currently, on Quadra, everyone has 
a roof over there head (although a 
few are leaking),

everyone with a wood stove 
is warm because of Free Wood, 
no one is hungry because of the 
Community Lunch and the Food 
Bank, everyone has a little spare 
change in their pocket re Free 
Money, anyone can have a free 
book to read from the Free Book 
Association bookshelves provided 
by the Quadra Community 
Centre. 

  IMAGINE ALL THE PEOPLE 
of Quadra with a roof over their 
head, with food in the belly, with 
a nice wood fire, with some extra 
money for toothpaste or a joint and 
a good book in their hands to read.  
This is good for everyone because 
it makes for a wonderful sense 
of community as well as keeping 
the crime rate down.  Amazing, I 
wrote a whole letter to the editor 
about the care of human beings 
and didn’t mention the word 
“Salmon.”

Steve Moore
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Madness in the hospital
I am fighting a rare and invariably fatal 

cancer and had a bone marrow transplant in 
January of 2006. It was unsuccessful and so I 
have been on chemo much of the time since.

One of the things which might take my 
life is a condition called rigors (pronounced 
rye-gores). It is brought on by a fever and is 
very similar to a seizure but without loss of 
consciousness. It is extraordinarily powerful 
shaking and can quickly lead to death. It is 
controlled by reducing the fever.

I am told I must immediately get to the 
hospital with the first sign of rigors. I have a 
letter printed on red paper which I present to 
the staff at any Emergency Department at any 
hospital which will should segregate me from 
everyone and put me in isolation for treatment. 
The last time I needed to do this at the Campbell 
River Hospital, I was shuffled from a busy 
storage/examination area to a TV room to 
an office/treatment room - which had to be 
emptied and hosed down. This process took all 
night but the staff did the very best they could 
given the situation. For me, it was an almost 
impossibly difficult experience.

I recently became ill with what we believe 
was H1N1 and due to the fever experienced a 
number of rigors events. You simply cannot 
imagine how physically challenging they are. 
Did I go to the hospital? No.

I know what is going on at the CR Hospital. 
Been there, done that. I go for transfusions 
or infusions regularly. I read the paper. I am 
of the opinion I am better off self treating at 
home than I am exposing myself to the madness 
which is the Campbell River Hospital. I know 
what would need to be done were I to show up 
there. I know what it would mean to others who 
needed the room as badly as I did.

Oh, the doctors on my transplant team 
in Vancouver would be freaked! They have 
invested so much time and energy and care 
(and taxpayer’s money) on me. I just felt I had 
a better chance at home. They would NOT 
understand.

I do not think anything else says more about 
the conditions patients and staff face at the 
CR Hospital. I could have lost control. I was 
trying to manage these events on my own. It 
was risky business, yes. I am still shaken by the 
experience – but I am alive. It was my choice. 
I recognize it is a game of chance, and I played 
with my life.

The management at hospitals and our 
politicians need to understand that people like 
me are also losing that that game of chance 
because of choices made in board rooms and 
legislative offices.

When politics are trump, people die.

Michael Windrim 
Quadra Island

Dear John Duncan,
Tonight I found myself unable to get to sleep 

and thinking back on the evening I realized that 
hadn’t eaten dinner and was hungry. By North 
American standards I am not fat but I do have 
some spare weight on me that would easily see 
me through missing a meal or even a few meals. 
But I thought about how one in six people in 
the world doesn’t have enough food every day. 
That is one billion adults and children. 

Recently I have been moved by reading The 
Charter for Compassion. It speaks eloquently 
of the importance of all of us working to 
alleviate suffering in the world and ensure all 
are treated in a just and respectful way. This is 
how I want my very privileged country to act 
in the world.

But much to my dismay I see Canada acting 
selfishly and short-sightedly in world relations, 
and worse, cooperating and engaging in wide 
spread military violence that is harming 
millions of innocent people and increasing 
suffering in the world many fold. 

I have written to you several times on this 
theme and as yet you have not replied. I would 
like to hear what you think about this matter. 
Do you really condone and support the actions 
of Canada and our military allies?

Sincerely,
Bill Wheeler 
Manson’s Landing
BC

See Otters Thrive
Dear Editor,

I read sometime ago that a certain band of 
Natives on the west coast of Vancouver Island 
had applied to the government for permission 
to kill an annual quota of sea otters, for their 
pelts. I don’t know how the issue was decided, 
or even if it has been. But I felt I ought to express 
my views because I know that some people may 
be sympathetic to the request simply because 
so many people confuse the river otter, which 
is relatively abundant, with the sea otter which 
is not.

The confusion arises partially from habits 
of the river otter. Most river otters in this area 
actually live in the sea and are often referred to, 
incorrectly, as ‘sea otters’. The true sea otter is 
a very large animal, approximately four times 
the size of the river otter. It virtually never 
comes onto land, and is not usually seen by 
anyone who isn’t in a boat. It even gives birth 
in the water, placing the newborn kits on beds 
of floating kelp.

We’ve all become so used to hearing that the 
traditional values of Native people forbid the 
abuse of any natural resource, that we tend to 
forget, and many have never heard that the first 
great environmental crime committed on the 

west coast was the extermination, by Native 
people, of literally every single sea otter along 
the shores of California, Oregon, Washington 
and British Columbia. They wanted the pelts, 
in order to obtain the good available from the 
first white traders to arrive in sailing ships on 
the Pacific coast. No doubt the white men would 
have been happy to shoot the otters themselves 
but the traders were far too few, and they 
were also in a desperate hurry. The pelts were 
of fabulous value in the China trade, and the 
traders only concern was to get a quick cargo 
and push off again. Immense fortunes were 
made by many of the traders in the few years 
the sea otter trade lasted.

In recent  t imes the sea otter  was 
re-introduced into BC waters, after an 
absence of well over a hundred years, when 
a small number of animals purchased in 
Alaska, were released in Kyuquot Sound.

Sea otters  have almost  no fear  of 
humans, which accounts for the fact that 
they were exterminated so rapidly over 
most of their range, and many people 
go there every year for the pleasure of 
observing them close-up. I know a Quadra 
Island couple who spent a summer cruising 
the west coast on their sail boat and while 
anchored in Kyuquot Sound an adult sea 
otter climbed aboard their boat and spent 
a good part of the day with them. He came 
again for several more visits. He refused 
all offers of food, but liked being petted. 
They told me that the felt as if they were 
living in a Walt Disney movie.

Sea otters can be far ranging animals, 
fully enjoying the freedom of the ocean. 
While fishing, I’ve twice seen individuals 
in thirty fathoms of water, miles offshore 
from Kyuquot, and have seldom been 
more depressed than by the sight of the 
two that are kept confined in a tiny 
pool, by criminal idiots at the Vancouver 
Aquarium. It’s time that humans got over 
the idea that they have a right to do that 
kind of thing.

The re-introduced otters came from an 
area far remote from Vancouver Island, 
and no ancestor of theirs was ever hunted 
by teh ancestors of the Natives who want 
to kill some of them, so any claim to an 
ancestral right is totally invalid. The 
re-introduction program wasn’t funded by 
the Natives, but by the general public, and 
they, if anyone, have the right to decide 
the issue. If the facts were known, and 
a referendum held, I have absolutely no 
doubt of what the outcome would be.

I urge anyone who is stirred by this issue, 
to take the time to express their views to 
those that will ultimately decide, or may 
have already decided, to either allow or 
disallow the killing of sea otters.

Ted James
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Kidz Klub
Kidz Klub is back at Quadra Island Bible 

Church. We will meet on Tuesdays this year, 
from 3:00 - 4;30 pm. Children in grades one to 
six are invited to join us at 1281 West Rd. for 
snacks, games, Bible lessons, crafts and singing.  
Everyone welcome! For more information call 
250-285-2020.

Newcomers’ Welcome  
To Quadra

When you move to a new community, there’s 
a lot of new information to find out.  Two years 
ago, Judy Hagen initiated a Newcomers’ Welcome 
Visit for new residents to Quadra Island.  

Many island businesses generously donated 
gift certificates, discount coupons, or small 
gifts that Judy has personally delivered to 
newcomers. As well, other helpful information 
is included, such as Cultural Events, Emergency 
Information, and volunteer groups and 
organizations.  Sponsored by the Discovery 
islands Chamber of Commerce, this program has 
been very well received by newcomers.

The chamber sends a big thanks to all the 
island businesses who  participate, and another 
big thanks to Judy for volunteering her time to 
initiate and develop this program on Quadra.  Due 
to health considerations, Judy is now turning this 
over to Susan Wilson to continue. New island 
residents, and other island businesses who 
would like to participate, are invited to contact 
Susan at swilson@gicable.com 

Free Firewood   
Free Firewood is available for elders on fixed 

income, unemployed, folks on Gov’t assistance 
or disability, single parents any anyone 
suffering from the cold because of a low wage 
job.   If you have a vehicle, we can fill it up with 
dry wood. No vehicle, we can deliver.  Just call 
Steve at 285-3323 or Allen at 285-3544

Free Money
Free Money just before the Commuity 

Lunch on Wednesday, December 2 and 
Wednesday, December16.   The time is from 
11:30 a.m. to Noon in the small Board Room 
in the Quadra Community Centre.  Free dog 
& cat food is available as well.  Remember 
now these are  four stop shopping days 
because there’s a food bank & free firewood 
and the Community Lunch in addition to the 
free money.    Call Steve for more information 
at 285-3323

Do you need 
to call 911?

Your fire department is always available to 
answer any fire related questions you might 
have. Need answers to questions about when 
burning bans are in effect, fire code queries or 
any other non-urgent fire related issues? You 
can call the non-emergency number at 250 285 
3262 and if no one is there to take your call, 
leave a message and someone will always get 
back to you.

Did you know we also have a Duty Officer 
available 24/7 to respond to fire issues requiring 
immediate response – even if you think they are 
minor? If you see smoke and it just doesn’t look 
right, call 911 and the Duty Officer will find out 
where the smoke is coming from and decide 
whether the Department needs to be brought 
in. If you see a controlled fire and a burning ban 
is in effect, call 911 and our Duty Officer will 
deal with the issue immediately.

Certainly, if you see a structure on fire, call 
911 and the Quadra Island Fire Department will 
show up right away. If you think there is any 
other fire related emergency – even if you feel it 
is minor or are not sure the Fire Department is 
required, call 911. Our Duty Officer will attend 
and decide if the whole department needs to be 
called out or not.

Questions? Call the hall. Problems? Call 911. 
No problem. 

Sharon Clandening
Fire Chief
Quadra Island Fire Department

Vintage Christmas 
Postcards

Christmas is a time when friends and 
relatives try to keep in touch or reconnect. 
This year the Cortes Island Museum and 
Archives Society will be reviving the 
Edwardian tradition of sending Christmas 
postcards. The museum will be offering 
vintage Christmas postcards reproduced 
from those originally collected by Gilean 
Douglas.

Ms. Douglas, a noted Canadian poet 
and naturalist, spent her latter years 
at Channel Rock near Gorge Harbour 
on Cortes Island. Albums full of cards 
collected during her childhood are among 
the mementos and records donated to the 
Archives by her estate.  These charming 
postcards date from the early 1900’s 
and include designs featuring children, 
animals, Santa and elves, churches, boats, 
holly and Christmas trees.

Each package of these high quality 
reproductions, containing eight different 
images, is priced at $9.95. Send these 
postcards as a holiday greeting to friends 
and family this Christmas or send the 
packaged sets as gifts to those on your 
Christmas list. Proceeds from the sale 
of these Christmas postcards will  be 
dedicated to supporting the programs of 
the Cortes Island Museum and Archives 
Society.

The vintage Christmas postcards will 
be available after November 20th at the 
following locations:

Cortes Island Museum Nov. 20 and Dec. 
4, 11 and 18 noon to 4pm

Marnie’s Books Nov. hours: Mon, Wed, 
Fri, Sat noon to 5pm. Dec. hours: everyday 
to Dec.  24 noon to 5pm

Campbell River Museum Shop Nov. hours: 
Tues-Sun noon-4pm; December: every day 
to Dec 24 10-5pm

Cortes Island Christmas Fairs - Manson’s 
Hall - November 28 (11-3pm)

 - Gorge Hall - December 5 (10-4pm)

Move Into Solstice 
With  Kula Kirtan!

    Join us on Friday, December 18th 
from 7:30-9:30 pm for traditional East-
Indian kirtan call and response chanting 
in Room 3 at Quadra Community Centre. 
You can listen, join in, or get up and dance 
if you’re so moved! 

    Kula Kirtan is a devoted group 
from Cortes Island who has just put 
out  their  f irst  a lbum. They recently 
harmonically opened the new “Being 
Space”  sec t ion  o f  Banyen Books  in 
Vancouver. Banyen Books describes the 
music of Kula Kirtan as “deeply lovely 
and heartfully transporting—as kirtan 
should be—a collection of chants set in a 
beautiful melodic and rhythmic landscape. 
You’ll like it!”

    The members of the group coming 
to Quadra consist of Elizabeth Claire 
Burr (vocals, tamboura & harmonium) 
and Hannu Huuskonen (vocals, mandola 
& banjo).  The suggested donation is 
$10. Tea and treats will be provided. For 
further information, call Carol at 250-
285-3035.
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News and Events
Submit your event: eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

Heat And Eat
Quadra Circle has once again 

started purchasing frozen meals 
from Ironwood Place, a seniors’ 
care centre in Campbell River. 
These meals will be available at 
the Community Luncheon, which 
is held at the Community Centre 
every Wednesday, from 10am to 
1pm. Cost of meals is $5.50 each. 
These are meals prepared for their 
residents and extra meals are 
frozen for sale to the general public. 
If you wish further information, 
contact Karen at 285-3064 or 
Lynda at 285-3205.

Craft & Bake Sale
Ladies Auxiliary Christmas 

Craft and Bake Sale @ Quadra 
Legion Branch #154

December 5/09 To rent a table 
for $10.00 Call Chris 285-2207 or 
Marie 285-2345

Craft n’ Chat
Have a project on the go? 

Haven’t had the time to work on it? 
Bring it to the Quadra Island Bible 
Church on December 9 / 3-9 pm. 
Just want to chat? Join us,c offee is 
on! Bring a main dish or dessert to 
share for dinner at 6 pm.

Call Susan Swanson at  285-
3795 for more information.

Island Voices
Friday, December 4 Island 

Voices Chamber Choir presents 
“Sing We Now of Christmas” with 
Quintessence Brass Ensemble.

8 pm, Fri Dec 4, Campbell 
River United Church. Tickets at 
Campbell River Tourist Centre. 
Info: Anne 287-4236

2010 Studio Tour
Artists register now for the 

2010 Quadra Island Studio Tour.  
Registration closes January 15, 
2010.

Tour  is June 5 and 6 and/
or for year.  Artists can show at 
their studio or at the Community 
Centre.     Check mail  for 
registration forms or pick up 
from Hummingbird Office Supply.  
questions 285-2647

Hand Drum Jam
A skin-on-skin hand drum jam 

happens every Wednesday Night 
in the Upper Realm at Q. Cove 
from 7:45 to 9:15 p.m. Bring your 
own drum or we will provide 
one for you.  Drop-in donation 
is $5 for rent & some instruction 
& the possibility of obtaining a 
natural, healthy high from trance 
drumming in a circle.  Call Steve 
Moore for more info at 285-3323

At the Legion
Boxing Day Casino Night at the 

Quadra Legion Saturday December 
26th from 7:00-1:00am.  Black Jack 
and other games.  Proceeds going 
to seniors housing.  

Bring in the New Year at the 
Quadra Legion!  Dancing through 
the Decades starting with the 
60’s all the favorites right up to 
2010!!  Thursday December 31st 
9:00pm  Complimentary snacks 
after midnight.  No cover charge, 
come and have fun.

Campbell River Art Gallery 

Christmas Arts & 
Crafts Market

presents work from over 100 
regional artisans.

Shop Mon. through Sat. 
10-5pm till Dec. 24.

Dec. 4th till 9pm for 
Starlight Shopping 

downtown.
1235 Shoppers Row.

Sponsored by  
Chan, Nowosad and Boates, 

Chartered Accountants.

Local Talent 
Performance Night

The Upper Realm in Q. Cove 
is now hosting a family oriented 
Local Talent Performance Night 
once a month.

Any kind of performance is 
welcome from comedy to dance to 
music to bird calls to drumming or 
come and do whatever the Spirit 
moves you to do. 

  This is your chance to overcome 
“stage-fright” and develop your 
performance skills and check out 
other local performers. 

  So come on down and claim 
your 10 minutes of fame.

Performers get free admission.  
$3 to listeners.  $5 for the whole 
family.  Time: 7:30 p.m., Date:  
Friday, December 4th.  Place:  
Upper Realm, Q. Cove.  Phone 
Steve at 285-3323 for more 
information.

  P.S. Castaway, a new funk/
reggae group on Quadra will be 
performing as well.

   Moms Group
Let the kids play while enjoying 

the company of other moms. Kids 
in school? Come, join us too! All are 
welcome. We meet in the Quadra 
Island Bible Church basement. 
December 9 /10-noon babysitting 
available! Please bring a snack to 
share. Coffee and tea provided. 

 For more info call Lana 
Schanzenbach at 285-3434
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Quadra Singers 
Christmas 
Concert!!!

On Saturday,December 19th  
at 8:00 pm ,we  bring you 
our 2009 Christmas concert. 
Together with Campbell River 
Singers, we will be more than 
90 strong to  perform Handel’s 
Messiah, and other Seasonal 
offerings. Our illustrious 
director John Montgomery 
has built a beautifully balanced 
concert. Our music  will 
range from light-hearted and 
humorous Christmas pieces 
to the sublime. Something 
to warm the heart and bring 
in the Christmas spirit for 
even the Scroogiest of Quadra 
Islanders.

For more info call Nancy 
@250-285-3800.

Advent 
Celebration

Soon we will  be getting 
ready for Christmas and we 
invite families to participate in 
a simpler way to bring in the 
season. Advent, the beginning of 
the liturgical year in the church, 
is the time of waiting for the 
arrival of Christmas. We celebrate 
advent by lighting the candles in 
an advent wreath and preparing 
for coming of the Christ child  
with songs and stories, prayers 
and love. We will be celebrating 
Advent every Sunday  at 11:00 
starting November 29 until 
Christmas.  Join us for crafts and 
refreshments. Learn to make an 
advent wreath and to walk the 
advent spiral. At Quadra Island 
United Church, Sundays at 11:00 
(except for the first Sunday of 
every month at 12 noon).  Call 
285-3163 for more information.

Ladies Cookie and 
Candy Exchange 
2:00 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 13.  

Bring as many treats as you 
plan on taking home PLUS 
what you plan on eating.  If you 
would like to share your recipe, 
please bring extra copies.  We 
will have door prizes and tea 
and coffee.  Hope to see you 
there at the Quadra Island Bible 
Church.

If any questions call: Susan 
@3795 or Coleen @3793.  

Recycling Cans
The can bin at the Recycling 

Depot is for CANS and only 
CANS.

Cans which are acceptable 
at the Quadra depot are those 
which come from a household. 
Commercial businesses need 
to seek their own recycling 
options. 

The bin is intended for only 
those containers which once 
contained dry goods, alcohol 
or food products. It does not 
include paint cans, disposable 
propane bottles, cookie sheets, 
ancient electronic hardware, 
auto parts, old pots and pans, 
broken cell phones or cameras, 
aluminum trays of any kind, 
steel chairs, basketball hoops 
or any other sundry metal 
objects.

So remember, the can bin 
is for CANS only. It is not a 
metals bin. All other metal 
objects must be taken to a metal 
recycling depot, picked up at 
home by a local metal recycler 
or put in the trash. 

If possible, cans should be 
rinsed and crushed to save space 
in the bin.

2010 Quilt and 
Garden Tour

There will be a Quilt and Garden 
Tour in 2010! Mark  June 26th and 
27th on your calendars now. Be 
sure to let your family and friends 
know that this is the weekend to 
be on Quadra. The Quadra Island 
Quilters’ Guild is hard at work 
producing a multitude of beautiful 
quilts for display in the gardens. We 
have several gardeners who have 
already volunteered to host the 
hordes (we hope!). This upcoming 
tour includes gardens at Granite 
Bay as well as at the South End 
which have never before been on 
the tour. We are currently looking 
for more gardens and would like 
this to be the best tour yet. If 
you wish to volunteer your own 
garden or you know of a garden 
that should be on this tour, please 
give Eileen Mackay a call at 285-
3194. We are very discreet and we 
promise to protect all sources! 
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And Now For Some 
Good News!

December 11th is Frank 
Smirfitt’s 90th birthday.  Frank 
and Win retired to Quadra Island 
in 1980 and have been busy ever 
since.  Frank is active in the Quadra 
Seniors and  the Legion.  He is one 
of Quadra’s few remaining World 
War 2 veterans.  He has volunteered 
at the Fish Hatchery,  the Tourist 
Booth and a number of other 
Quadra organizations.  For many 
years he led the Seniors Tai Chi 
group. He is involved in the Seniors 
Computer Club.  You may recall 
his long running “Grape Hour” 
column in the former Discovery 
Passage newspaper.  Happy 
birthday Frank, and thank-you 
for your contributions to the 
community. 

Caregiver 
Support Group
Quadra has a Caregiver 

Support Group operating out 
of the Quadra Community 
Centre Tuesdays, 10-11:30am 
since June of this year.  It has 
proved to be a great source 
of comfort to those providing 
long-term care to loved ones 
or who have experienced loss.  
The Group will continue to 
meet every Tuesday through 
the Christmas season and into 
the new year.

For those of you hesitant or 
uncertain about whether this 
group is for you, feel free to ask 
to your doctor about it.  Drop 
in for one session or many, 
whatever suits you.  Speak as 
little or as much as you choose.  
There is no agenda to follow, 
just the benefit of company 
and tea with those who have 
walked in your shoes.

For more information you 
can speak to Colleen at the 
Quadra Pharmacy or call Sue 
Beattie (285-2948) or Anne 
Gregg (285-3905).

Celebrate a Life
T h e  C a m p b e l l  R i v e r 

Hospice Society wil l  be 
holding the annual Celebrate 
a Life Christmas fund raiser 
with the support of  Heriot 
Bay TruValue Foods.  Drop 
by the store December 17th 
through 22nd from 1-5PM and 
hang an angel in memory of a 
loved one on the Christmas 
tree.  There will also be raffle 
tickets for sale for a deluxe 
Christmas gift basket, valued 
at $200, donated by TruValue 
Foods.  The draw for the 
winner of the basket will be at 
5PM on December 22nd.

Quadra Island has many 
hospice  volunteers  who 
provide valuable support 
to those experiencing life 
threatening  i l lness  and 
loss.  The Hospice Society 
is a non-profit organization 
that relies on the support 
of the community to enable 
its ongoing services.  Your 
donations are gratefully 
received, either as financial 
gifts, as points when you 
purchase at TruValue, and 
through the gift of your time.
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Rezoning application made 
on Gowlland Harbour 

property: - Update 
By: By Dan Bowen

The owner of the 158-acre Gowlland 
Harbour property, Rick Schellinck, has finally 
made the formal application to the Strathcona 
Regional District for rezoning. After 8 
months of studies, reports and community 
consultation we have enough information 
to get started.

We are looking at a country residential 
concept as a natural extension to the 
Quathiaski Cove area with many community 
amenities. Our vision has always been 
to keep the rural character and focus on 
the community values as discussed at the 
community meetings and noted in the Quadra 
OCP.

Presently we are working on a formal 
report for a vegetative management and 
environmental overview that will provide 
detailed insights to our property regarding the 
proposed parks and conservation covenants 
areas. We hope to have this report in a few 
weeks. I will provide updates as we proceed.

Gowlland Harbour Views property, next to 
April Point

For further information on our development 
see our website www.gowllandharbourviews.
com

Or email me, Dan Bowen at dbcs@shaw.ca

Artist Demos at Campbell 
River Art Gallery Arts & 

Crafts Market
The Campbell River Art Gallery’s Christmas 

Arts & Crafts Market is in full swing through 
December 24 offering quality handcrafts by 
Vancouver, Quadra and Cortes Island artists. 
The Market is open from 10am – 5pm, Monday 
through Saturday. On December 4^th , the 
Gallery joins with other downtown merchants 
for Starlight Shopping, till 9pm.

Don’t miss the upcoming artisan demos. 
On December 5, 1-3pm, Cat Kalyniuk 
demonstrates her eye for colour and design 
in jewellery making. She finds materials from 
all over the world and reclaims older pieces 
from antique shops to recycle them into 
something new.

December 12^th is double-demo day; 
featuring fused glass and ceramic bead making 
by Damaris Oakley, from11am – 1pm, followed 
by felted wall art by textile aficionado, Carol 
Seeley from 1pm – 3pm.

Damaris makes distinctive art glass beads 
by the lampwork process. All her beads are 
handmade in her home studio, using Italian, 
American and German soft glass. Sterling 
silver findings and components complement 
dramatic designs that are increasingly 
popular.

Quilter, Carol Seeley works in traditional, 
heirloom styles and innovative, contemporary 
style, to create award winning fiber art. She 
was Canadian Quilters’ Association’s 2007 
Teacher of the Year. She will demo her latest 
fiber passion: felting landscapes and other 
designs for wall art.

Check out great artisans at work at the 
Gallery’s Christmas Market - a treasure trove 
that recalls traditional values of the holidays.

The Market is right down town at 1235 
Shoppers Row. Every purchase supports 
regional artists and Gallery programming. 
The market is sponsored by Chan, Nowosad 
and Boates, Chartered Accountants. For 
information call 250-287-2261.

Community Centre Update
 The Community Centre Christmas Craft 

Fair has come and gone. Many thanks for 
all the generous contributions from so many 
people to make it the success that it was, 
especially our creative crafts people without 
whom there would be no fair. Big thank-
yous to table booker, Christine Husson and 
concession organizers, Lisa Marie Gruger 
and Linda Gray, and all the people who took 
a turn in the kitchen or who baked goodies: 
Deb Cowper, Poppy Hallam, Julie Clelland, 
Nancy Essig, Jen Olson, Kim Murray, Sioux 
Hartle, Hanna Rohan- Hartle, Carol Foort, 
Terry Peebles, Kerry Watson, Dawn Munn, 
Alicia Alsager, Cynthia, Maritza Coutu-
Jacobs, Jane Townley, Sue Mitchell, Mandy 
Hart, Calli Overton, Tara Taylor, Shannon 
Taylor, Robyn Budd, Audrey Neri, Terry 
Philips, Vibeke Pedersen, Lori Hewett, 
Karen Holmes, Teresa Tate, Mei Ling 
Alps, Leah Iwamoto, Deb Manery, Joyce 
Sheppard, Marg Lasby. Thanks to Ann 
Gregg for doing the credit union display, 
Mark Nighswander for the beautiful 
Christmas tree, Santa John Clark Claus and 
his helper, Cathy Renda, Marg Haddon for 
photos, Judith MacMillan for table centre 
pieces, Mary Ellen Wilkins for playing 
the piano, crafts people who helped set up 
and take down tables. Apologies to anyone 
we’ve missed. Know we appreciate the 
results of your work.

This is the time of the year we are 
working on the Winter/Spring schedule 
at the community centre and booking 
dates in preparation for the recreation 
brochure delivered to your mail boxes in 
early January. If your group needs to book 
that fundraiser, or 2010 is the time in your 
life to teach that class or work shop, please 
phone NOW so we can include you in the 
brochure. Anyone want to organize some 
family dances for the Spring?  Call 285 
3243 8 am-2:00 and let’s get some action 
happening.

Season’s Greetings
Sandy Spearing
 Coordinator
Quadra Island Community Centre
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Quadra Island Food 
Bank Update

The Quadra Island Food Bank operates twice 
a month on the first and third Wednesday of each 
month at the Quadra Community Centre with the 
help of donations and volunteers. In the past 16 
months demand has risen due to tougher economic 
times and we have occasionally run out of food. 
The Food Bank is a valuable part of our community 
and people are very grateful for the helping hand.

Due to supply and demand people are 
allowed one (1) visit per month, with the idea 
that this helps to fill in the lean days at the end 
of the month and may enable people to pay for 
other essentials beside food. Each box contains 
staples such as rice, pasta, oats, soups, some 
fruit and vegetables, coffee or tea. 

Every year we give out school supply vouchers 
in September and food vouchers in December, as 
well as fresh produce from individuals gardens 
during the summer and fall months. When we have 
other food donations these too are added. We accept 
any donations of food, although cash allows us to 
buy items in bulk. Due to health regulations we are 
unable to accept home canned or any opened items. 
Cash or cheque donations may be made at the 
Recreation Society at the Quadra Community 
Centre during business hours.

If you care to donate here is a list of things 
that we can use: soups, pastas, rice, lentils, 
oats, coffee or tea, women’s sanitary products, 
soap, shampoo, toilet paper.

We are going to be having a fund raiser next 
March. Please watch for the announcements. 
Our community is very generous and supportive, 
for which we are deeply grateful. We would also 
like to thank the following: Heriot Bay Store, 
Yellow Dog Trading Co., Hummingbird Office 
Supplies, Quadra Quilters, The OAP, April Point 
Resort, Quadra Island Bible Church, PAC Quadra 
Elementary, Quadra Village Market, Coastal 
Community Credit Union, Peoples Drug Mart, 4 
Corners Bookkeeping, Quadra Island Recreation 
Society, Quadra Island Community Kitchen, Lovin’ 
Oven II, the volunteers who shop and fill boxes.

If we have forgotten anyone please know 
that we are very grateful. If you have any 
questions you can call Terry @ 285 2340 or 
Theresa @ 285 3888

Christmas Traditions  
at the Museum

The Museum at Campbell River loves to 
celebrate Christmas traditions.  This year, we 
have two events to commemorate this special 
time of year – our annual ‘Light Up the Tree’ 
Open House on Wednesday, December 2 
from 1-6pm and ‘Christmas From Around the 
World’ on Sunday, December 6 from 1-3pm. 

St. Nicolas will be making a special 
appearance at our ‘Light Up the Tree’ from 
4-5pm.  True Blue Jazz will be providing 
festive tunes, and Museum staff will serve 
hot chocolate and home made cookies to 
round out the yuletide ambiance.   This 
year, we are decorating our tree with ‘old 
fashioned’ ornaments, and we welcome your 
contributions.

‘Christmas From Around the World’ is a 
family event open to the public. Hungarian, 
Swedish, Italian, Croatian, Swiss, Dutch, 
Japanese, Ukrainian - each have different 
traditions.  The Jewish community celebrates 
Hanukkah in December.  All have been invited 
to share their stories and customs.  Come out 
and enjoy family celebrations from around 
the world!

Senior Housing News
 Drop by O’Connor Drive and see 

the temporary power pole installed by 
Erik & Rob of Sorensen MacDonald 
Enterprises Ltd volunteering their 
equipment. A re-thank you to

Project Manager John Toelle and 
his many volunteers:- Rob Wood, 
Pamela Goijberg, Cathy Landsdall, 
Bob McDonnell, Paul Fleming, Rick 
Milne, Grant Hayden, Val Barr, Kurt 
Hagen.

As soon as BCHydro installs power, 
the well will be pumped for two weeks 
to check volume, and a water test 
done prior to applying for a permit. 
Rick Milne will design the water 
system and prepare the application. 
At the same time, application will 
be prepared for the water/power 
building and the revised duplex plans. 
It is suggested that the SRD will 
take about 8 weeks to approve these 
applications, and if all goes well we 
should be ready for concrete, lumber 
& nails in early Spring.

 The good news is that a private 
donation of $5,000 has been received, 
and the Legion grant of $5,000 is 
progressing.  Both these donations 
are particularly appreciated at this 
time, since the above work will cost 
about $16,000.  Another 13 donations 
of $5,000 will put us in position to 
start construction of the first duplex, 
so if you know someone who can 
afford this amount—give them some 
encouragement!
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2009 Annual General Meeting
December 12, 2009 1 pm

QI Community Centre Room # 3
The Quadra Island Harbour needs 
dedicated individuals willing to 

volunteer as Directors. 
This is also a great opportunity for 
the general members to put forth 

motions, ideas and concerns.
Annual membership fee of $1.00 is due and 

payable at the AGM

Contact Dawn Ross, Harbour 
Manager for more information.

qiha@island.net
or phone 250-285-3622

Small Works Exhibit 
at DRAW Gallery

December 4 until the 24th, 2009

Extended Holiday Hours

Dec 21, 22, 23 & 24th 12-5 pm

Gallery Hours: Thursday thru Saturday 
12 - 6 pm

Arts & Crafts Show by Island Artists 
featured for the month of December at 
DRAW Gallery.

Our little gallery will be filled to the rafters 
with wonderful art works large and small.  
Each will be priced anywhere from $2 to 
under $100.  This Exhibit Opens on Friday 
December 4th from 6 to 8pm.  Join us in 
celebrating with our local Island Artists at 
their Reception on First Friday December 
4th, from 6 – 8 pm.

DRAW Gallery invites the public to enjoy 
and savor the creative spirit of the artists who 
live amongst us.  The Gallery stands by its 
commitment to bring community Westcoast 
art in an intimate setting. Hours are Thurs 
thru Sat 12 - 6 pm and we are located on 
Quadra Island at Village Square, in the 
rear – just follow the signs. Drop by and see 
the show next time you are at the Square.  
Everyone welcome.  Call 250.285.2008 for 
more information.

Mark your calendars!
 On Thursday, December 10th Ken 

Melamed, Mayor of Whistler, will give 
an evening talk to the Cortes Community.  
Mayor Melamed will  share strategies 
from the Whistler Housing Authority, an 
organization established in 1997 in order 
to to oversee the development of resident 
restricted housing in Whistler; as well as 
present on Whistler’s integrated approach 
to becoming a low carbon community.  

Cortes and Whistler are clearly two 
very distinct  communities,  however, 
we do share some common issues such 
as  a f fordab le  and  re l iab le  hous ing , 
and then need to decrease our carbon 
emissions.   This will be an excellent 
opportunity for the Cortes community 
to hear about what works (and what 
doesn’t  work!) elsewhere.   Learning 
f rom other  communit ies  ( inc luding 
those communities we may feel are very 
different from our own) will only enhance 
our ability to create successful local 
solutions adapted for our local context.  
This is most important as we are soon 
to begin our official community plan 
review!

If you would like to learn more about 
Whistler Housing Authority, you can 
v i s i t  h t t p : / / w w w. w h i s t l e r h o u s i n g .
ca/     For information about climate 
change initiatives from Whistler and 
other communities in British Columbia, 
please visit http://www.toolkit.bc.ca/
community-stories/whistler-integrated-
approach 

For more information on the event, look 
for posters around the community as well 
as advertising on Cortes Community Radio 
at 89.5 FM in Manson’s Landing and 90.9 
in Squirrel Cove, and everywhere on the 
internet at www.cortesisland.com.  You 
can also contact your Official Community 
Plan coordinator at 250.935.0201 or via 
email at lorraineplouffe@gmail.com

So p lease  come out  on  Thursday 
December 10th for a presentation by Ken 
Melamed.  Presentation time and location 
to be announced

Open house at 
Vitalis! 

Saturday December 5 from 10-5!
Come down and see everything we 

have to offer!  Free fitness classes in the 
Gym from 11 - 3; Free neck massage & 
reflexology;  Feel the Heat of the Infra-red 
Saunas;  Discounts for all services and gift 
certificates;  Meet all the practitioners and 
browse for gift ideas for yourself and those 
you love!  Start out the year ahead with 
your health first!  See you there!
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by Henry Thorough

I moved to Quadra a few months ago to 
pursue my career as an eco-journalist.  
The old pond where I used to get my 

inspiration was paved over some time ago to 
be used as a bottled water plant and I thought 
Quadra might be a place for me to get back in 
touch with the land.  Upon arrival, however, 
I learn that making money as a journalist 
here on Quadra is harder than it was back in 
Connecticut. Knowing that you need money 
to make money I headed down to the Credit 
Union to get a loan to set myself up as a fiction 
writer.

I walk in and find there are two people 
available.  One is called Patty and the other Fair. 
I know a good omen when I see it and walk 
over to Fair’s desk.  I tell her that I’m a writer 
and I’m thinking of doing something local.  I 
say that doing a history of the Islands is Tailor 
made for me but I learn it’s been done.  Patty 
suggests writing about  the idiosyncrasies of 
some of the local people, “You know, like the 
Greek guy we studied in school.”  

I’m stumped for awhile ...and then I say, 
“Aesop’s foibles.  Different era...you get arrested 
now if you show your diphthong in public.”   
Fair, bless her heart, is not put off and suggests 
doing a history of the ferry.  

“The first ferry pilot lives somewhere 
around here.  I think her name is Sharon.  Lives 
out in the Styx.”

“I think that’s  a man.  It’s pronounced 
Charon.  I saw his name in the directory, but I 
don’t think I want to go that far back.”

Just then a dog walks in and walks up to 
Patty’s desk and says.  “I’d like to take out a 
loan.”

“What’s it for?” asks Patty.

“I’m going to do a tour of BC and I need some 
money to tide me over until I get paid for the 
first couple of gigs.”

“What kind of thing do you do.”

“I’m a talking dog.”

“I taught my dog to talk,”

“O.k.  When you ask your dog how things 

are under the Liberals your dog says ruff.  When 
you ask me how things are under the Liberals I 
say ‘Hey, things are going to the dogs, what’s not 
to like.’  Do you see the difference here?”

“How old are you.”

“I’m three, that’s twenty one in dog years.”

“Sorry, you have to be at least 18 in people 
years.  Do you have a cosigner?”

The dog goes out and brings in a woman of 
about sixty years.   Patty does this whole song 
and dance about property and age and this and 
that and sign away your children and near the 
end finds out the woman is a tribal elder from 
some place in Nova Scotia. Now Patty wants 
to know about her status and Fair just loses it.  
She turns to her and says, “She’s a Mi’kmaq 
Patty Wrak give the dog a loan.”

Up until then Fair and I thought Ferry Tales 
would be a good bet, but I am so impressed with 
her that I think maybe Fairy tales are better.  
Fair thinks a more human angle is needed and 
suggests doing a ‘where are they now’ segment.  
Fairy tales: The real story.

I tell her I can’t afford a loan to get me all 
around the world to interview all the characters.  
As luck would have it I don’t need to travel all 
over the world because most of them live at a 
place called Holycrock.

She hands me a brochure.  Sainthood in 
five 4 hour sessions given by someone called  
Maharishi Yogi Buddah.  I look questioningly 
at Fair.  She turns to Patty, “That’s Doug 
Simpleton isn’t it?”  

“No, No,” says Patty, “that’s Donald 
Grubmoney.  Doug is doing that God thing.”

Fair looks at the program, “Oh, here he is.  
Finding the God within you with B. L. Zebub.  
I wonder what the initials stand for.”

My guess is brain loss, but we’re in the last 
bits of negotiation so I keep my mouth shut.  We 
put the money in my new account and I thank 
her and head for the Heriot Bay terminal.”

“Don’t forget your tin hat,” says Fair, “You’ll 
want to blend in;  Fairy tale people are a little 
suspicious of the media.” 

 

Writing for money
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by Steven Halliday

Halliday’s Viewpoint

Dubai Descends, Rates Rise
A frequent subject of economic 

observers over the past decade or 
more has been regarding Canada’s 

growing national debt, which is presently 
estimated to be $492 billion, or about $15,000 
per Canuck.  As ridiculously high a number 
this appears to be, we can take some comfort 
that we are not citizen’s of Dubai, all 250,000 of 
them, who are each on the hook for US$400,000.  
This past week, Dubai figuratively threw in 
the towel and admitted it could not keep up 
with servicing its $100 billion debt.  But then, 
to anyone who has observed the phenomenon 
of Dubai (a society that has collectively been 
“partying like its 1999” long before and since 
1999) today’s reckoning comes as no surprise, 
but most importantly may have provided the 
tipping point for interest rates to commence an 
upward climb.  When a seemingly unstoppable 
economy, a global magnet for investment and 
the pursuit of hedonism (albeit very discretely), 
petitions creditors for relief you know that 
the global investment risk meter just jumped 
dramatically. Predictably, when that happens, 
rates start to rise – everyone has heard the term 
“risk premium” – and investors are starting to 
demand that premium.  Consequently, Canadian 
depositors can soon expect to be happier… while 
borrowers should start planning to pay more for 
their debts.

Central 1 Credit Union’s current interest rate 
forecast (issued prior to Dubai’s bombshell drop) 
already indicated a rapid and steep rise in rates 
over the next 2 years.  Prime Rate, presently 
2.25%, is expected to more than double in 
that period to 4.75%.  Short term deposit rates 
are forecast to skyrocket, with 90 days T-bills 
jumping over tenfold from today’s .25% to 2.80% 
by the 4th quarter of 2011.  Fortunately mortgage 
borrowers can expect a much smaller multiplier 
effect, though the results are much more painful.  
Today’s 1 year mortgage priced at 3.75% will 
likely be costing borrowers 5.60% at the end of 
2011.  RBC’s forecast calls for a more aggressive 
rise, forecasting 90 day bills to be yielding 3.75% 
two years from now.  In both forecasts, long term 
rates are not expected to move so dramatically, 
with the result being a contraction in the spread 
between short and long term rates from today’s 
225 points to around 50.

Dubai, and its fraternal associates collectively 
known as the United Arab Emirates, has been the 
standard bearer for conspicuous consumption 
and ostentatious display for the past decade and 

more.  Anyone who watches those now ubiquitous 
TV programs about construction and engineering 
will have noted Dubai’s dominance in the field 
of biggest, highest, glitziest and priciest when it 
comes to development.  The flagship Burj Al Arab 
Hotel in Dubai is not only the world’s tallest hotel 
it is also the most expensive to visit, with rooms 
starting at US$1,000 a night and Royal Suites 
that command $28,000, though that thousand 
bucks will get you a spacious 1,820 square feet 
of room.  However, since the construction of the 
Burj Al Arab, the Dubai real estate market has 
taken a plunge, with some properties losing almost 
70% of their value in the past 8 years. So when 
it was announced that Dubai World (Dubai’s 
government investment vehicle) could not meet 
its debt obligations the reaction was swift and 
ferocious, with oil prices falling 7% in one day 
and virtually every stock market in the world 
closing down significantly on the day.  That such 
a small amount of sovereign debt could have such 
widespread impact is something that should give 
one pause for thought, particularly given the size 
of the economic nightmare that is taking place to 
Canada’s immediate south.  The market shock 
created by Dubai’s default reinforces the apparent 
poor quality of investment intelligence available 
to investors at very high levels

On the bright side, Canada now has the lowest 
debt of the G-8 countries and has made some 
small progress in reducing our external debt in 
the recent past, though with growing deficits 
in the forecast this has ended for the moment.  
The USA, on the other hand, has seen its gross 
debt more than double in the past decade and it 
now approaches $13 trillion.  President Obama 
recently travelled to China to meet with that 
country’s leaders and it was reported that the 
number one item on the agenda was the weak US 
dollar, followed by intense discussions regarding 
US debt and US imports from China.  China and 
the US are dancing a very awkward waltz at the 
moment; while China is the single largest owner 
of US debt instruments (and US dollar reserves) 
the USA is China’s largest market for its exports.  
In a sense they have a stranglehold on each other, 
since codependency is far too tame a label for the 
relationship, but it is clear that China holds the 
upper hand and will continue to dominate the 
USA’s economy for the foreseeable future. In the 
meantime, higher interest rates are something 
that would not necessarily be detrimental to 
China, while they will be very bad news for the 
USA and its debt-ridden populace, particularly at 
a time when asset values continue to fall.

The Bank of Canada is indicating it is in no 
hurry to raise rates, but of course that it is not a 
fixed position.  External influences on interest 
rates are weighed carefully against domestic 
impact.  Economic implosions such as that 
which has occurred in Dubai make the Bank’s 
carefully prepared economic forecasting models 
useless, though one would think someone could 
have predicted the inevitability of a slowdown 
in what was an obviously hyper-inflated Dubai 
market that depends on extravagant spenders for 
support.  But unsurprisingly nobody did, so it is 
back to the drawing board for most economic 
forecasters and rising interest rates are now 
being factored in as likely in the short term 
rather than long.

Arguably low interest rates have provided 
a window of opportunity for home buyers in 
Canada these past few years, particularly those 
that have chosen short term or variable rates who 
have seen their cost of borrowing drop in the 
order of 50% in the last 2 years.  As noted above, 
current forecasts call for short term mortgage 
rates to increase by some 50% in the next two 
years and it is a safe bet that many homeowners 
are in no position to absorb such an increase in 
their payments.  This is made more certain by the 
increase in BC’s unemployment rate in the past 
two years, which has gone from 4.2% to 7.4%, 
while real wages have not increased to any extent 
for several years and only barely kept up with 
inflation.  Higher interest rates will undoubtedly 
increase mortgage arrears, so Canada’s envious 
record versus the US housing mess is likely going 
to lose some of its lustre.

Depositors are advised to “ladder” their 
deposits within a 180 day to 2 year range, on the 
expectation of rising rates over that timeframe 
– this is not a good time to consider long term 
fixed rate investments.  Mortgage borrowers 
should consider locking in their variable rate 
loans within the next 6 months, while those 
with fixed term mortgages renewing soon should 
consider a 5 year term, or even longer.  The days 
of benefitting by the drop in short term mortgage 
rates are over and long term fixed rates are the 
safe haven again.  

The stage was set some time ago for interest 
rates to rise, but it is amazing that a bit player 
like Dubai should get the ball rolling.  One has 
to wonder what other surprises are lurking out 
there, ready to send out their own economic 
shockwaves.  Hopefully it ends with Dubai, but 
I doubt it.
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In October, the Klahoose First Nation 
made application to the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Lands for a 15.7 hectare 

shellfish license to grow oysters and mussels on 
the south west side of the Gorge Harbour. This 
application was made in an area previously 
designated by the Province for that purpose 
through an interim treaty measure with 
Klahoose. This application has generated many, 
many of letters of response into the formal 
Ministry comment period. 

The Strathcona Regional District’s formal 
response included a letter from the planning 
department and a letter from me. The planning 
department stated that a rezoning of the subject 
site to an appropriate aquaculture zoning 
category would be required to facilitate the 
proposal as presented. 

Below is a summary of my letter dated 
November 27th.

I applaud the Klahoose First Nation’s efforts 
to secure rights to aquaculture operations in 
their traditional territory. I support keeping 
resource use in local hands where decision-
making, jobs and profits remain to a large 
extent within our community and aquaculture, 
as Cortes has known for years, is certainly 
a good way to generate some of that local 
employment. 

I would assert that this application, just 
like any other, must trigger good community 
process, be well informed by the ecological 
environment into which it is applying, not 
substantially conflict with existing uses, and 
follow all legal requirements.

Good community process 
We need new aquaculture zones to better 

serve the workers and residents of Cortes 
Island as well as some level of mutually agreed 
upon noise control. Also, in 2010, we will be 

reviewing the Cortes Official Community Plan. 
And finally, we need resolution to the pending 
legal matter between Island Sea Farms and the 
Strathcona Regional District. 

Ecological environment 
We need good scientific analysis of the 

ecological carrying capacity of the Gorge 
Harbour and its ability to support additional 
shellfish loads. In 2003, it was determined 
by the Province that the Gorge could support 
additional rafts. This was based on what was, 
at that time, purely oyster cultivation. We need 
to be assured that the raft expansion plan is still 
ecologically viable given the cultivated species 
shift from oysters largely to mussels; mussels 
being heavier feeders. 

Conflicts with existing uses 
The Gorge Harbour is a highly prized area 

for residents, tourists, boaters and shellfish 
growers alike. There are substantial concerns by 
some Cortes residents and business owners that 
the application, as presented, would unduly 
obstruct navigable water routes in the Gorge 
as well as take away from moorage, safe anchor 
areas and a sea plane landing and take-off 
route. These issues need to be duly considered 
and addressed prior to issuance of the license. 
There is also the ongoing concern about noise 
from these raft systems, and until this issue has 
been better addressed I do not think it wise to 
further exacerbate the concern. 

Legal requirements 
A requirement of the provincial licensing 

agreement is that the applicant must comply 
with local zoning bylaws. I would therefore 
request that the license be withheld until 
rezoning has been successful.   

Final recommendation
I want to see the long-term success of both 

the Cortes aquaculture industry as a whole 
and of Klahoose’s aquaculture operations 
specifically. Although my recommendations 
would not lead to the quickest decision on this 
matter, I think it imperative to tread with real 
mindfulness and ensure that we make our best 
collective effort for the long-term wellbeing of 
the Cortes aquaculture industry. 

As Regional Director for Cortes Island, I 
recommend that this application be put on 
hold until:

- the Cortes OCP review process is complete 
– anticipated completion Dec 2010;

- the legal proceedings between Island Sea 
Farms and the Strathcona Regional District 
are resolved; and

- the applicant has successfully rezoned the 
proposed site through the standard Strathcona 
Regional District procedures. 

………………

In gratitude, 
Noba Anderson
250-935-0320
director@cortesisland.com
Box 120, Whaletown, BC, V0P 1Z0

December 4, 2009

Area B Regional Director’s Report
by Noba Anderson



Classifieds 
STORES

AMPED ON NUTRITION 
- Quadra Island’s Health Food 
Store and Deli. We carry vitamins, 
supplements, alternative groceries 
and more. Energize yourself with 
our delicious, organic vegetarian 
deli delights. Combining what you 
need with what you want. 
Open 10:00 am - 6 pm every 
day except closed Sundays and 
Mondays 250-285-3142

SERVICES

WELLNESSQ-COVE 
APPLIANCE REPAIR 

We are now a full service appliance 
repair facility for all of your domestic 
appliance needs at affordable rates. 
We are a new and used parts depot 
for all appliances and carry a good 
selection of quality rebuilt appliances. 
All come with one-year warranty on 
parts and labour. Free delivery for 
most of Quadra. Call 250-285-3425 
or cell 250-202-3425

FERNBANK SAWMILL
Custom cutting at your place or mine on 
a state-of-the-art Woodmizer mill. We 
cut everything from beams to siding.  
Call Gerry Cote: 250-285-3651

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

HERIOT BAY TIDES
Date PST m ft 
04 00:23  0.3  1.0   
Friday  08:05  5.2  17.1   
 13:29  3.8  12.5   
 17:37  4.5  14.8   
05 01:10  0.4  1.3   
Saturday 08:51  5.2  17.1   
 14:33  3.6  11.8   
 18:37  4.3  14.1   
06 01:58  0.6  2.0   
Sunday  09:35  5.2  17.1   
 15:39  3.4  11.2   
 19:44  4.0  13.1   
07 02:46  0.9  3.0   
Monday  10:18  5.2  17.1   
 16:43  3.0  9.8   
 21:03  3.8  12.5   
08 03:35  1.4  4.6   
Tuesday  10:59  5.1  16.7   
 17:44  2.6  8.5   
 22:38  3.6  11.8   
09 04:26  2.0  6.6   
Wednesday 11:37  4.9  16.1   
 18:41  2.1  6.9   
10 00:23  3.5  11.5   
Thursday 05:25  2.6  8.5   
 12:14  4.8  15.7   
 19:34  1.7  5.6
11 02:05  3.7  12.1   
Friday  06:37  3.1  10.2   
 12:50  4.7  15.4   
 20:22  1.3  4.3   
12 03:34  4.1  13.5   
Saturday 07:59  3.5  11.5   
 13:25  4.6  15.1   
 21:06  1.1  3.6   
13 04:40  4.4  14.4   
Sunday  09:18  3.7  12.1   
 14:01  4.5  14.8   
 21:46  0.9  3.0   
14 05:30  4.7  15.4   
Monday  10:26  3.8  12.5   
 14:39  4.5  14.8   
 22:24  0.7  2.3   
15 06:12  4.9  16.1   
Tuesday  11:23  3.9  12.8   
 15:18  4.4  14.4   
 23:01  0.7  2.3   
16 06:51  5.0  16.4   
Wednesday 12:13  3.8  12.5   
 16:01  4.3  14.1   
 23:38  0.7  2.3   
17 07:27  5.0  16.4   
Thursday 12:59  3.8  12.5   
 16:47  4.3  14.1 
18 00:16  0.7  2.3   
Friday  08:02  5.0  16.4   
 13:46  3.7  12.1   
 17:36  4.2  13.8  

FIRESIGN ART & DESIGN 
STUDIO AND B&B: 

Enjoy quiet privacy in our delightful 
3-bedroom B&B with kitchenette, 
includes multi-course breakfasts 
specialising in wheat-free baking. 
Tourism BC Approved, BC B&B 
Innkeepers. Art studio, gallery, 
amber jewellery, workshops.  
250-285-3390, 
www.firesignartanddesign.com

ACCOMMODAION

M. PAUL MOTTISHAW 
(AMPM Construction).

Kitchen & bath remodelling. 
Small, efficient structures - design 
& build. Attention to detail, lots 
of references. Tile, decks drywall. 
Call: 250-202-5599

WANTED

www.waterlevels.gc.ca

GET READY FOR 
WINTER!

 We can help you clean your 
windows, prepare fire wood, start a 
winter garden, finish a renovating 
job before winter arrives.
We can help with pretty much 
anything around your home and 
yard. Please call CanDoServices 
at (250) 285- 2874 or Email at 
candoservices@live.ca

WEST ROAD YOGA 
Winter Session

Iyengar Yoga with Ann Toelle
Suitable for all levels.
Morning Yoga
Mondays/ Wednesdays 9-10:30 a.m. 
6 pass $60 for any 6 classes                         
Drop-In’s $12 Ann 285-3065

WEST ROAD YOGA 
Restorative Yoga  
with Sue Beattie

Monday evenings, 5 - 6:30 
pm, November 30 - December 
14.   Starting up again January 
25th. Class on Dec 7th shifted to 
Tuesday, Dec 8th.

No experience necessary, 
everyone welcome. Drop-In $12 
Sue 285-2948

FIREWOOD - seasoned fir 
firewood down for a year. limited 
quantities. $200.00/cord or 
$500.00/3 cords. call 285-3294 
evenings”

FOR RENT - nice four bedroom 
home with many features on 
acreage available for rent Jan.1, 
2010,must have references, 
terms of rental agreement will be 
documented.$800.00 per mon.
Call 250-285-3717

LAND WANTED FSBO
Seeking 3-5+ acres raw land, 
ocean view, secluded/quiet 
area, high ground (300+ ft asl) 
southern exposure preferred – to 
build a single-family residence.  
Will consider hillside/sloped 
land, logged/cleared bluff.  
Save the agent’s fees & email 
seaviewhome@gmail.net.

NEW
Cleanse Pass for Infra-red Sauna!
2 sessions per week for 4 weeks
Only $99!
Boost your immune system, cleanse 
your body of toxins,
ease chronic pain, relax & burn 
calories too!
Call Lori 203-2248

AUTUMN GETAWAY
Consider Tsa-Kwa-Luten’s 

two bedroom deluxe beachfront 
house by the wharf for your next 
retreat, romantic getaway, girl’s 
weekend or visiting friends and 
family. 

Self contained and fully 
furnished with living room, 
gas fireplace, floor to ceiling 
windows, wrap around covered 
deck with BBQ, full kitchen with 
dishwasher, 2 bedrooms with 
queen beds, 2 bathrooms; one 
with oversize jetted tub and one 
with oversize shower. Special fall 
rate $179.95 plus taxes. 

Call 250-285-2042 or book 
on-line and save 10% www.
capemudgeresort.com.

FILE CABINET 
Preferably 4 drawers, but a 

couple of 2 drawers could work, 
that you would like to give or 
sell to Quadra Singers, we would 
be eternally grateful. Please call 
Nancy @ 285-3800. 

SEEKING HOUSESIT
Longtime island resident 

returning December 11th will 
be happy to care for dogs, cats, 
animals. Know about wood 
stoves and have references. 
Contact Joan Marie topencho@
yahoo.com

Company coming? No room?
Friends and Family Holiday special

15% off of our low-season rates
Valid December 19th - January 3rd

Rest. Play. Escape.

Call 250-285-3031

www.takuresort.com


