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Next DeaDliNe: MoNDay, May 17th, 2010

Island Calendar
submit your event •  eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

Island Calendar is a list of on island events. Please submit separately for the Island Calendar and news & events or indicate in your submission if you would like your event placed in both. 
Following the text order exactly as above for email submissions is appreciated (month, date, day, title, place and time), use the title as your email subject. Current advertisers welcome 
to submit events but not-for-profit items will be given priority. Thank you for understanding.

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

Parent & tots, QCC, 
9:30am - 12pm

Pilates, QCC  
285-2930
9:30 - 10:30am

Moms & Babes, 
QCC, 11am - 12pm

Parents & tots, QCC, 
9:30am - 12pm

Saturdays: Pilates 
9:00-10:00am QCC 
from 24th april

Centre for Spiritual 
living Celebration, 
Willow Point hall, 
10:30am

Sing for Pure Joy!  
Room 3, QCC, 3 - 
4:30pm, All welcome.

Quadra Children’s 
Song Circle, Room 3, 
QCC3 - 4pm

Community lunch 
QCC, 12pm

PilateS
thursdays: Pilates 
9:30-10:30am, 5-6pm 
QCC from 22nd april

Farmers’ Market 
& Bazaar 10 am to 
2 pm behind the 
Credit Union Q-Cove

Family Service, 
Quadra island Bible 
Church, 10:30am

yoga with Josephine, 
Room 3, QCC, 7 - 9pm

Kidz Klub, Quadra 
island Bible Church 
3- 4:30 pm

hand-drum Circle, 
Upper Realm,  
7:45 - 9:15pm

Prayer Meeting, 
Quadra island Bible 
Church, 7pm

legion Meat Draw 
5pm, Steak Dinner 
6:30pm

Quadra Sunday 
Painters, 11am - 
2pm, 285-3390

1st Monday
Quadra writers 
group,  
7 - 9pm 285-3656

 al-anon Meeting, 
Children’s Centre, 
7:30pm

1st & 3rd 
Wednesday  Food 
Bank,QCC 
1 - 2pm

 Drop in games and 
wing night, legion, 
7:00pm.  

open Mic with Mo, 
hBi, 9pm

Service, Quadra 
United Church, 11 
am. 
1st Sunday at 12pm.

Folkdancing, QCC, 
7:30pm Sept-april

U of Q, hBi, 7-8pm. 
learn something new 
every week! Free.

Buddhist meditation, 
QCC, 10am.  
Everyone welcome.

lifedrawing sessions 
with model, Firesign 
Studio, 7 - 9:30pm
Nancy, 285-3390

For links to the 
latest weather, tides, 
currents and marine 

weather forecast 
please visit

Quadraisland.ca

island Calendar 
online:  

discoveryislander.ca

the RegUlaRS

Friday, May 7
the Wailin’ Jennys 
Quadra Community Centre, 8 pm 
tickets $20 on sale at Quadra Crafts and hummingbird 
office and art Supply, and at the Music Plant (CR)

Saturday, May 8
lusciously lokal fashion show, herons at the hBi 6 pm 
tickets $29.95 includes dinner, dessert and show

May 13
Meet & Share your thoughts with Claire trevena, Mla
Quadra Community Centre
7 to 8:30 pm

May 15 -16 
Paint in the great outdoors with artist Clive Powsey
10am-4pm
gallery members: $80   Non-members: $100
Register by May 13
250-287-2261    contact@crartgallery.ca

Saturday, May 15
all Slo-PitCh teaMS
Workbee at Cape Mudge, Diamond #2. 
Please be there at 11am

Saturday, May 15
River City Dance
Dances to “Double Play”
8-11 pm Community Centre
info at 250 286 1161

May 21 to 24
Quadra Slo-Pitch annual tournament 
Blenkin Park and Cape Mudge

Friday, May 24
Reflections at Sandhill Creek-Meditations on the Wild West Coast
Slide Show and Book Signing with adrian Dorst
Room 3, Quadra Community Centre

Saturday, May 29th
May Day at Rebecca Spit
“out of this World!” 
Parade starts at 10 am  
South Quadra Fire Protection District agM 7 pm #1 Fire hall

Sunday, May 30th 
this is New Zealand Slideshow by greg Ross  
7:30pm, Quadra island Community Centre 
Bring your own snacks! entrance by donation.

Pencil Posts
7ʼ $4.25
8ʼ $4.99
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Subscriptions available

$30.00* for 6 months 
$50.00* for 12 months 

(* includes GST)

Submission guidelines
items for publication are welcomed 

on subjects of interest to the 
Discovery islands community. 

Please help us by following these 
guidelines:

Please print handwritten  
material clearly.

items sent by email do not need 
to be an attached file. Just send 
text in the body of the email. 

Please spell check in Canadian 
english.

Please use the title of the item as 
email subject. 

No MS Publisher, WordPerfect 
files or graphics in Word files 
please. Send imported graphics 
separately.

Please don’t send original 
irreplaceable material.

Please remember to caption & 
credit photos and artwork. 

Don’t write on the back of 
photos, use labels or sticky notes.

While every effort is made to include 
all items submitted, errors and 
accidental omissions do occur.

Next Deadline 
Monday, May 17th
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‘GET OUT’ 
INSPIRATION

“Get the facts, balance the sources, 
see the whole picture.” So says the 
banner of a BC Salmon Farmers 
Association advertisement. Good 
ideas. To that end our governments 
have sponsored studies. Then they have 
wilfully ignored their own studies. 
For example, the Pacific Salmon 
Forum, which cost millions, proposed 
solutions for resolving disputed 
science. The PSF also recommended 
establishing thresholds for biological 
markers of ecosystem health and 
monitoring them. However, the fish 
farm industry did not accept the 
restraints, and the governments have 
not forced them to. Our politicians are 
allowing greater risk to salmon than 
they have been advised to do.
The next bit of the BC Salmon 
Farmer’s ad brings up the complexity 
of the problems facing wild salmon, 
and claims that critics are blaming 
declines solely on fishfarms. Solely is 
their word. No one is saying that. This 
is a dishonest mischaracterization of 
their critics. And, it uses the other 
stresses on salmon as cover for harmful 
effects from farms. The writers carry on 
with more corporate spin to effect the 
views of the public and probably their 
own employees.
There is so much wrong, and it begins 
at a high level, a political level. The 
Dept of Fisheries has the mandate 
of protecting the environment and 
wild salmon. It should not be also the 
promoter of salmon aquaculture, a 
clear conflict of interest.
Who to believe? Alexandra Morton 
saw smoke and cried fire. It was 
the right thing to do. I don’t think 
there are many of us who could 
withstand the scrutiny and criticism 
that she received and still have the 
strength of her convictions to carry 
on. She researched how to do the 
needed science and did it, and did it 
well enough to receive an honorary 
doctorate from SFU acknowledging 
her contributions. I am also impressed 
by the character of many who joined 
her. And impressed by those who, like 
Tom Davis writing in the Boatjournal, 
thought this through and changed 
over ten years from being cautious 
optimists for salmon farms to fence 
sitters to dissenters. 
I have seen schools of the little salmon 

fry covered with sea lice, most of those 
with many lice each, right here where 
I keep my boat in Quathiaski Cove, 
Quadra Island, last spring, 2009.  Is 
that normal? I don’t think so. I didn’t 
see Fisheries checking. I didn’t see 
salmon farmers checking. Thankfully, 
I did see someone checking, a boat and 
young man I recognized to be Jody 
Eriksson, setting a small net in the 
north cove. He was carefully netting 
and counting fish and lice, doing what 
we would hope and expect Fisheries 
and our government ought to do, or 
fund. The small funding for this study 
comes from a coalition of concerned 
groups including the Georgia Strait 
Alliance. Vital salmon protection 
research should not be a charity cause 
relying on volunteers and donations.
At that time I wondered how all those 
little salmon could be bringing so 
many lice with them as they migrated 
north out of Georgia Strait. But 
this spring a video was taken of the 
outfall at Walcan fish processing plant 

showing the thick plume of blood 
and fish bits that was found to have 
lice as well. And what other diseases 
potentially? The strong currents here 
easily spread that around Discovery 
Passage. Jody says the numbers of 
sea lice are low in Georgia Strait, 
and increase dramatically at the 
entrance to Discovery Passage and 
in the eastern channels they increase 
in proximity to the fish farms. Do we 
require a salmon disaster in order to 
prove conclusively that this link is fact? 
Why should we agree to buck the odds 
here when salmon farming has worked 
out very badly for wild fish everywhere 
else on earth.
I am worried about all the good 
people working in the salmon farming 
industry. The precautionary principle 
indicates that, to save wild salmon, 
they will be put out of work unless the 
farms move on land or are contained 
and quarantined. The workers need a 
bailout from the same governments 
that ignored their own studies and 
authorized the great risks that put 
workers in this position in the first 
place.
What to do? This a problem of political 
will. We need to ask our politicians at 
all levels if they put wild salmon first. 
Ask them. How much risk to wild 

stocks do you think is appropriate? 
Don’t you believe that wild salmon are 
the lifeblood of the coast? Listen and 
vote. Salmon are sacred.
I’m going to Victoria on Saturday 
May 8 to join the last part of the 
Get Out Migration walk to the 
Legislative Buildings with Alexandra 
Morton. (Ms Morton, I am sorry I 
didn’t support you better, sooner.) It 
is a political demonstration for the 
hearts and minds of the electorate and 
politicians, full of signs and slogans. 
Come along too, we need to do this, 
salmon are sacred. I mean to say 
SalmonAreSacred.org. See the whole 
picture. Walk on.
Rick Hackinen, Quadra Island

PARKING WOES
Isn’t it fascinating. We all learned 
as kids that if you push one button 
in, another may pop out. And so, it 
appears, is the parking situation in the 
Cove. First, a bit of history (otherwise 
known as revisionism).
For decades, we made do with a series 
of mud puddles on flat ground next to 
the ferry dock, and boat ramp in the 
Cove, in which to park our vehicles 
while in town. Latecomers (Nick, 
Don, you’ll remember that part!) 
were left to the wilds of Rudder Road, 
where the major problem was slope. 
Only as the Island expanded in the 
‘90-’s and last decade has the dribble 
moved uphill. 
Then there came the “Harbour 
Authority” during a period of federal 
Liberal devolution of responsibility 
for government wharves. Whoo! 
Pavement with lines! Shrubbery, also 
with lines - “Don’t let your doggie be 
doin’ it here!” And differential parking 
fees, with threats of towing for those 
who choose not to pay twice for 
something we’ve paid taxes for for 
decades.   
And yet more. Somehow, a group 
of residents on Green Road found 
something that the rest of us have 
been searching for in vain for years; 
someone who could be accessed, 
and actually make a decision and do 
something about our (deteriorating) 
roads. And the result? No Parking 
signs on Green Road, both north and 
south of the ferry access road. And 
Rudder Road closed off to all but 
foot traffic with large highway-style 
concrete barriers.. 
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But, leaving aside how that one got 
addressed so quickly when there was 
no real problem, and what the cost 
of that was, what have the results 
of the decision been? First, we now 
have most of those commuting folks 
leaving their cars in the parking lot 
at the Quadra Plaza (or whatever it’s 
called this week) - can you imagine 
what that place in going to be like 
mid-August?; second, the rest are 
jamming themselves, with typical 
lack of consideration for the fact that 
Green Road south of the ferry access 
road is narrow, careless for the volume 
of traffic there,  and with their left-side 
wheels, mirrors and other appendages 
hanging out in the travelling lane. 
When some southbound driver takes 
a dive outward into the oncoming lane 
to avoid those impediments, there’s 
going to be an accident. Sooner rather 
than later I’d suspect.  
But that doesn’t end the result of 
those signs, and that threat, does it. 
Has anyone, let alone the wanker in 
the MoT office in Courtenay who 
achieved this miracle, considered just 
who on Quadra is going to authorizing 
the towing of offending vehicles? 
Before that happens, of course, a ticket 
must be issued and “delievred” top the 
vehicle owner. Does anyone know just 
by whom and how those tickets will 
be issued? And, given that our noble 
leaders in the SRD don’t have either a 
parking by-law in place for the Cove, 
nor a bylaw authorizing a ticketing 
system to deal with it, we’d have to 
be going to some Friday afternoon 
coffee-break regulation under the 
Highways Act. And are the RCMP, 
our $70k/year/person peacekeepers, 
really going to become traffic wardens? 
In their $50k++ SUVs and big trucks? 
And then, who’s going to authorize 
that towing to proceed? We have two 
towing firms on-Island, but thanks 
again to the SRD, there’s no legal 
compound for the retention of those 
vehicles on-Island.  More bucks for the 
Beastly Fairy Corporation?
Who was it - John F. Kennedy? - who 
said “Ask not what your government 
will do for you; but rather what it’ll 
do to you!   Let’s all look forward to 
“take a number” parking in the Cove 
Plaza this summer.
Disrespectfully submitted.
John Grant 
Q. Cove 

As a supporter and occasional board 
member of the Surge Narrows 
Community Association, it has been 
my pleasure to work with Jim Abrams 
over many years and through many 
difficult situations. 
Our rural communications system is 
still fragile and inconsistent within our 
community of islands.  I have always 
felt comfortable having Jim represent 
us and our concerns.  Years of phone-
tag, weather-fouled meetings and 
looming deadlines have shown me 
that he can be trusted to work for the 
public good. 
He often stays on top of things even 
when we don’t.  
Fish farms, logging operators, tourist 
resorts, power generation and real 
estate - resource exploitation, seems to 
generate spokespeople, advocates and 
lawyers bought and paid for by past 
profits or anticipated future gain.  We 
can respond by dissipated individual 

SHINE A LIGHT 
FOR THE 

LIGHTKEEPERS
After the Canadian Coast Guard met 
(yet again) with large-scale opposition 
to their plan to destaff lighthouses last 
September, the Minister of Fisheries 
and Oceans had to intervene. She 
halted the Coast Guard’s plans and 
promised a review of the matter. 
The responsibility for conducting 
that review has fallen to the Senate’s 
Standing Committee on Fisheries and 
Oceans. Hearings have begun but, so 
far, only the Commissioner of the 
Coast Guard, George Da Pont, and 
his staff have made presentations to 
the committee.
Lightkeepers have been key players 
in public safety for over a century 
and their efforts continue to be held 
in high regard by the Marine and 
Aviation communities on both coasts. 
Their weather observations have a 
positive impact in both the prevention 
of incidents and the success of rescue 
efforts when incidents occur. They 
help in the accuracy of forecasting 
and assist the timely flow of goods 
and passengers along the waterways 
of both coasts. 
Lightkeepers continue to assist in 
Search and Rescue, provide sanctuary, 
act as first aid outposts, relay warnings 
and distress calls, liaise with RCMP, 
Fisheries, Pollution Control and 
other government agencies, and 
help to ensure Canada’s sovereignty 
and security by establishing a strong 
federal presence on our coastlines. 
We hope that the members of the 
Senate Committee will travel to both 
coasts and hold public hearings so 
that Canadian businesses, workers, 
residents, and travellers who spend 
much of their lives on and over our 
coastal waters will have a chance to 
speak directly to them on this matter. 
In the meantime, you can voice 
your support for a continued human 
presence along our rugged coast by 
writing to the Standing Committee on 
Fisheries and Oceans at fish-peche@
sen.parl.gc.ca. Please send a copy of 
your submission to your local  elected 
representatives. 
Respectfully,
Steve Berg 
President BC Lightkeepers Local 
20232 PSAC
Alice Woods 
Vice President 
Chatham Pt Lt Stn

effort in specific areas of knowledge 
and interests, and that’s good, but how 
do we stay atop all these diverse and 
various interests? 
I trust Jim to be informed, pro-active 
and representative, not of me but of 
the public good, the strong thread 
that must tie all our futures together. 
A special thanks to Jim for more than 
eight years of effort to retain the Evan’s 
Bay Wharf, a small but vital link on 
an island with only two public docks.  
Jim was professional and persistent.  
He worked with the many levels of 
government involved, private interests 
and community concerns, but the 
overriding principle was to protect a 
long-term infrastructure that would 
continue to serve the public good well 
into the future. 
Thanks for a job well done. 
Richard Gillmore  
Director 
Read Island Access Society

THANKS TO JIM ABRAMS...

Did You Know?
Fun Knits has the best 
selection of sock yarns in 
Canada? get your toes to 
the Cove and cast on! 
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news & events
QUADRA ISLAND 

SENIORS NEWS
 The Seniors are busy at the Tourist Info Centre, and 
the Tourists are bringing our nice weather. Thank-
you to the Chamber of Commerce for the donation 
of plants to brighten up the booth, also to Tracy 
Tomlinson for helping with the clean-up, as well as 
Judy Hagen Manager & Marie Brown. Thank-you 
to all the Artists, Businesses and Organizations who 
support the Seniors Info Booth.
On May 5, we welcome speaker Reg Wescott and 
his Red tailed Hawk “Rapt” from Mountainaire 
Avian Rescue Society.
We are also all becoming busy with our Gardens 
and planting. 
Martin Amiabel is a Certified Canvasser and is 
very busy at the Cove where many Quadraites are 
signing Petitions opposing the “Harmonized Sales 
Tax”. So far since May 1, we have 265 signatures 
from Quadra. He will be at our meeting with 
Petitions on Wed. May 5 at the Royal Canadian 
Legion. Another Canvasser is Tom Bulger from 
Bold Point, 285- 3257. Martin will also be at the 
Community Lunch at the Quadra Recreation 
Centre on Wed. May 12. 
Walk on Sundays with Peter and Lloyd, meet at 
the Rebecca Spit Launch Ramp, at 11:00 A:M  or 
catch up at the Big Parking Lot.
For membership contact Muriel @3216 or Ruth @ 
3801 or rmamiabel@gmail.com.

REFLEcTIONS AT 
SANDHILL cREEK: 
MEDITATIONS ON THE 

WILD WEST cOAST
Join west coast nature photographer Adrian Dorst 
for a book signing and slide presentation on his 
latest book, Reflections at Sandhill Creek at Quadra 
Community Centre on Friday, May 14th. 
Adrian is known for many for his photographic 
portrayal of wilderness and wildlife. His photos 
have been published in International Wildlife, BBC 
Wildlife and Canadian Geographic as well as over 
fifty books including Hiking with Ghosts, Paddling 
through Time andClaqoquot: On the Wild Side.  
“His unparalleled ability to capture the beauty of his 
surrounding, delighting in the moods and seasons 
of this alluring landscape, proves that he is both a 
skilled photographer and a perpetual, inquisitive 
student of the natural world.”
In Reflections of Sandhill Creek Dorst reflects 
upon his chosen home of thirty-five years, capturing 
quintessential West Coast icons in a stunning 
visual journey to this astonishing place—and 
beyond.  Dorst’s compelling and evocative nature 
photography and accompanying thought-provoking 
quotes from the likes of Thoreau, Emerson, John 
Muir, Rachel Carson, Einstein, William Blake, 
invite us to slow down and find unity with ourselves 
and the universe through solitude in nature. 
Reflections at Sandhill Creek inspires those who 
have experienced the West Coast to take home its 
essence for further contemplation, and allow those 
who have not yet had the chance to make the journey 
from wherever they are. 
The presentation begins at 8:00 pm in Room 
3 (upstairs) at Quadra Community Centre. 
Come early and enjoy beverage and snacks. A $5 
contribution is suggested. For further information 
contact Carol or Michael at 285-3035.
 

PAcIFIc KISS 
OySTER SHUcKING 

cOMPETITION
  cOMOx VALLEy SHELLFISH 
FESTIVAL JUNE 20TH, 2010 AT 

cOMOx MARINA PARK
For ages mankind has endeavored to weed out the 
weak and find who among us is the best. Through 
a blur of shells, shucking knives and cheers ten 
contestants will put their skills to the test against 
some of the best shuckers around. The contest 
starts with ten shuckers but only one will claim the 
crown and a cool $500 in prize money. And don’t 
worry, a runner up will also be thrown a pretty juicy 
bone. Visit comoxvalleyshellfishfestival.ca for the 
registration form.
May the best shucker win!
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QUADRA FARMERS 
MARKET & BAzAAR

Every Saturday from May.1st till Sept.11th. It’s by 
the Credit Union in Quathiaski Cove.
We welcome local vendors from Quadra Island and 
outer islands to set up at only $5.00 a table. Charitable 
organizations are free and children’s tables are $1.00. 
It goes from 10am to 2pm. and gates open at 8am 
for vendors. We have farmers, gardeners, art, crafts, 
musicians, food and surprises and are sure to please locals 
and visitors. We have a unique island and talents so lets 
show it off and make it the best year ever. This is where 
it is happening on Saturday. A great gathering place for 
all. Visit us on Facebook now too. Tell all your friends.
Contacts: Stella 285-3184, Suzanne 287-1871, or 
Naomi 285-2979quadramarket@gmail.com

QUADRA’S 112TH MAy 
DAy cELEBRATION

“Out of this World” is the theme for this year’s May 
Day Celebration on Quadra Island. Take this phrase, 
twist it and turn it in your mind and let’s see your 
interpretation in colourful costume,  rhythm, dance 
or song.... Inspire the neighbourhood to put a float 
in the parade. Express hidden realities unveiling the 
worlds beyond the ordinary.  
Mark Saturday, May 29 on your calendar and come 
to Rebecca Spit Park, for the parade which starts at 
10 am. Plan to stay the day, picnicking with friends, 
watching the official ceremonies, replete with May 
Queen, bagpipers, and May Pole dancers. Enjoy 
face painting, foot races, fort building, grease pole 
climbing, box lunch auction, entertainment, sailboat 
racing, the concession or just hanging out enjoying it 
all go by. At night, amazing musician Shane Philip 
plays at the QCC dance.  
Contact organizers, Sandy Spearing and Sonya 
Thompson at Quadra Community Centre, 285 3243 
or email quadrarec@gicable.com. There is always 
room for one more volunteer! We need a truck to 
carry tables etc to the Spit, dance helpers, concession 
volunteers, clean up folks and more...

cHILDREN’S ART 
cLASSES START 

MAy 11 AT THE cAMPBELL  
RIVER ART GALLERy
Inspired by Pop, 7 to 11 yrs

Tuesdays (3:30-5 pm), May 11 – June 1 
Registration deadline is Sat, May 8.

Popular culture (sports, movies, music) is the 
springboard for fun drawing and painting 
projects during this four week program. 
Members are $40 and Non-members $50.

No Place Like Home, 4 to 7 yrs
Wednesdays (3-4 pm), May 12 – June 2 

Registration deadline is Sat, May 8.
Colourful, fun art projects centered around 
Campbell River attractions like Logger Mike 
and the Spirit Square.  Members are $30 and 
Non-members $40.

OH THAT DARN TAx
The petition to fight the HST has finally arrived 
and Canvassers will try to circulate it around 
the markets on the weekends, and at  various 
locations around the island until July 5. Thanks 
to Martin and Ruth for collecting signatures 
at the Q-Cove market all weekend, and all the 
islanders who took the time to sign up. We’ve 
got almost 200 signatures in just 2 days... well on 
our way to the 15% we need in our North Island 
riding. If anyone is interested they might google  
www.fighthst.com or b.c.elections for more 
information and updates.    

FRANK ASSU TALK 
AT cR MUSEUM 

saturday, may 8, 1 to 3 pm, $6 
to register please call the museum at 287-3103
Frank Assu, grandson of Frank Assu and great 
grandson of Chief Billy Assu, has brought oral and 
written history together in a collection of essays 
about the origins, history and culture of the We 
Wai Kai people of Cape Mudge.  He will talk about 
the essay collection entitled ‘Lekwiltok Anthology’.  
Born on June 19, 1973 in Campbell River, Frank 
Assu of Comox is a member of the We Wai Kai 
First Nation on Quadra Island. He is a member of 
the Laichwiltach Tribe which is a sub-tribe of the 
Kwakwaka’wakw Tribes. 
As a fourth year student 
at Vancouver Island 
University, studying 
for his Bachelor of 
Education degree, and 
a part-time Canadian 
Coast Guard worker, 
h e  s e l f - p u b l i s h e d 
Lekwiltok Anthology 
(First Choice Books, 
2009).   In the same 
year he published a 
creative non-fiction 
piece in Vancouver 
Is land University ’s 
Po r t a l  M a g a z i n e 
c a l l e d  K ’ u m u g w e 
Performance.     Frank 
Assu and his wife have 
four children.  The cost 
for the talk is $6.   A 
book signing will follow 
the talk.  

QUADRA SLO-PITcH
Five teams are playing in our league this year: “Guns 
‘n Hoses,” the Fire Department, RCMP and friends; 
“Cougar Bait,” “Quadra Rowdies,” “The Islanders,” 
and the “Offshots.” Teams play on Wednesday 
and Thursday at Blenkin Park and Cape Mudge 
starting at 6:30pm. Come and watch your friends 
and neighbours play some very entertaining ball.
Currently Ross Doak (President), Melanie Martin, 
Marie Ewen, Thomas Billy, Beth Billy and Brenna 
Williams are well into preparations for our annual 
slo-pitch tournament played at two diamonds at 
Blenkin Park and Cape Mudge. This year the dates 
are May 21 to 24th inclusive. Thirty-three teams 
are coming. The moms/dads/friends from the Child 
Care Centre will again be having a concession at 
Blenkin Park. This includes a yummy pancake/
sausage breakfast on Sunday - come and eat and 
watch some amazing ball playing! 
The Legion will be having a dance on Saturday at 
9pm featuring local faves Big Mouth.
ALERT! Bc Ferries will have very heavy volume 
on Friday, May 21 from campbell River to Quadra, 
and again on Monday, May 24 from Quadra to 
campbell River (especially campers and motor 
homes).
 

THANK yOU
Thank you to all who contributed to the magical 
evening held at the Legion on Saturday, April 17. 
The event was a successful fundraiser for North 
Island Survivors’ Healing Society which operates 
a Counselling Centre for Adults Affected by 
Abuse. A huge thank you to the Legion and Ladies 
Auxiliary for the use of their facilities and to the 
Legion members who shared their organizational 
knowledge and skills on the bbq and in the kitchen. 
We so greatly appreciate the assistance of the many 
volunteers who joined together to make the evening 
a delight. To the Quadra Singers whose beautiful 
voices filled the hall, to Eileen Sowerby for her lovely 
music, and to Julie Rigby for her fabulous facilitation 
of the evening, we thank you.
Marg Heald on behalf of NISHS 

JENEEcE & FRIENDS
Thank you so much for your support—with your 
help we have raised $717.50 for Jeneece and her 
charity “The Variety Club” and the sick children 
of BC. Special thanks to Fun Knits and Heriot 
Bay Tru-Value for collecting the pennies. There 
has been such a great enthusiasm and response 
that we have decided to keep the penny drive 
going for next year. Once again, thank you for 
your kind-hearted generosity.
Patricia 
Passages Day Program Staffa & Participants
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NOTICE OF INTENT
RE: LIQUOR CONTROL AND LICENSING 

ACT

PATRON PARTICIPATION FOR FOOD 
PRIMARY LICENSE

An application has been received by the Liquor 
Control and Licensing Branch, Victoria, B.C., 
from Mariner Properties Ltd., operating the 
Heriot Bay Inn at 673 Hotel Road, Heriot 
Bay BC to allow for patron participation 
entertainment.
Residents and owners of businesses located 
within a .8 kilometre (1/2 mile) radius of the 
proposed site may comment on this proposal by 
writing to:

THE GENERAL MANAGER
LIQUOR CONTROL AND LICENSING 
BRANCH
P.O. Box 9292 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, British Columbia
V8W 9J8 
PETITIONS AND FORM LETTERS WILL 
NOT BE CONSIDERED.
To ensure consideration of your views, your letter 
must be received on or before May 22, 2010.
Please note that your comments may be 
made available to the local applicant or local 
government officials where disclosure is 
necessary to administer the licensing process.

ScHOLARSHIP 
AVAILABLE

Kay Dubois Memorial Scholarship available 
to students, descendants of Canadian Veterans, 
entering post-secondary education. Awarded by 
the Quadra legion Ladies’ Auxiliary and based 
on academic & citizenship criteria. Apply (before 
May 31) to: Box 242, Heriot Bay, BC V0P 1H0 ( 
Must be 1st year student)

MUSEUM AT 
cAMPBELL RIVER 

INTERTIDAL WALK
Priceless tidal treasures exposed for all eyes!  Enjoy 
the beauty of intertidal life during one of the lowest 
tides of the year.  On Saturday, May 15, from 12 to 
2 pm, Biologist Sandra Milligan will lead a journey 
of discovery to the tip of the real Willow Point.  
The walk will look closely at all that “seaweed” and 
discover dozens of animals and algae, from crabs 
and chitons, to gastropods and gumboot chitons.  
We’ll hone our observational skills to find the most 
elegant of intertidal life: the opalescent nudibranch 
and the flexible arm brittle stars.  It will be a day to 
remember and an investment for future enjoyment 
of intertidal life.  Dress for the weather, including 
rubber boots and a spirit for adventure.  $10.  Call 
287-3103 to register.

FREE ISHAyA 
LEcTURE

Deep inside every one of us is an Infinite place 
where all answers are held. We, in our ignorance, 
have moved outward to try to find them and have 
often felt lost when looking to others to give us hope. 
Now, we can turn back towards that place inside us 
and find that which we seek. All that is needed is a 
tool to take us there. Ishayas’ Ascension is a tool that 
takes the mind inward to the Source of all thought. 
From this place we can experience more love, joy, 
creativity and peace in our lives. 
Ishaya teachers will be giving a free introductory 
lecture on this practice. It will be held at the 
Seascape Resort on Wednesday May 26th at 7pm.
A weekend workshop to learn the techniques of 
Ascension will be held on Quadra Island - May 
28th through the 30th. 
For more information please call 250-285-3994 or 
visit us at www.theishayafoundation.orgMEMORIAL POLE 

PROJEcT 
We have been working on a Memorial Pole 
Project to honor workers who were in plane 
crash, November 16th, 2008. The workers were on 
there way to a run-of-river hydro project in the 
Klahoose traditional territory. As we grow closer 
to finishing the important work, we are inviting 
you to explore the progress as we look toward 
completion in the first week in May.                   
Please see more information about the project at 

www.klahoose.com 
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PAINTING 
WORKSHOPS AT 

FIRESIGN
New Painting Workshops at Firesign! Firesign 
Studio hosts painting workshops with exciting 
guest artist/instructors in semi-private classes. 
Vancouver artist Janice Robertson teaches “Improve 
Your Painting Skills” May 29-June 3. Visit Firesign 
Studio during the Quadra Island Studio Tour June 
5-6, see new paintings by artist/host Nanci Cook. 
Then Kelowna artist Alex Fong will be at Firesign to 
instruct “Watercolour & Whimsy” June 7-11. Peter 
Shostak leads the first plein air (outdoor) painting 
workshop of the year, “Take your Painting to the 
Next Level” June 21-25. www.firesignartanddesign.
com or call 250-285-3390 for details.

cORTES ISLAND 
MUSEUM cRUISE TO 

MITLENATcH ISLAND
The Cortes Island Museum’s first cruise of the 
season heads to Mitlenatch Island marine park on 
Saturday, May 15th. 
Steller and California sea lions stay briefly on 
Mitlenatch during their spring migrations.  We’ll 
see these massive and noisy animals, along with 
seals, nesting eagles, spring wildflowers, prickly pear 
cactus and the thousands of nesting seabirds that use 
this mid-gulf sanctuary.
As we head toward the island onboard the Misty 
Isles, a 43 foot motor-sailer, skipper and naturalist 
Mike Moore will provide fascinating details and 
history about Mitlenatch and its wildlife.  “The 
young male sea lions congregate on the island at this 

time of year,” says 
Mike, “because 
t h e y ’ r e  n o t 
welcome on the 
breeding grounds.”  
Moore will slowly 
cruise around the 
island to view the 
sea lions and seals 
and to look at the 

impressive pelagic cormorant rookeries and an eagle 
nest.  Pigeon guillemots, harlequin ducks, oyster 
catchers and many other marine birds should be in 
full view.  On a shore trail walk you’ll see vibrant 
spring wild flowers in bloom, prickly pear cactus in 
rocky crevices and nesting gulls everywhere.
During the late 1800’s Mike Manson owned the 
island and he would row his sheep and calves out 
there after wolves decimated his flocks and herd on 
Cortes Island. Many early homestead families on 
both Cortes and Quadra Islands used Mitlenatch 
for group picnics that lasted all day long.  
Today Mitlenatch Island is a provincial park set 
aside to protect the thousands of wildfowl that nest 
there. Lying in the rain shadow of Vancouver Island, 
the resulting warm, dry climate creates a unique 
ecosystem and an interesting place to explore.
Participants will travel on the 8:30a.m. ferry to 
Quadra Island to link with the 9:05 a.m. ferry to 
Cortes Island for a 10:30 a.m. departure from Cortes 
Bay. The fee for this day trip of $105 helps fund the 
operation of the Cortes Museum. For information 
and to register for this trip or other museum tours 
call (250) 935-6340 or email cimas@twincomm.net. 
Check out www.cortesmuseum.ca for info of all the 
museum’s activities.

   LADIES AUxILIARy 
THANKS...

A big thank- you once again to Quadra Building 
Supply for their generous donation to the ladies 
auxiliary’s plant and bake sale draw. We would like 
to thank all the people who donated the beautiful 
plants, and for having them so well organized before 
hand this made our job easier. Thank- you to all 
those who donated delicious baking. This all really 
helps us to support our local Legion  and their local 
charities. The winners of the draw, Julie Frank, the 
BBQ , Heidi Ridgeway, the peony tree and Barb 
Frank, the lovely Rhododendron.

Did You Know?
Sam at loka makes custom jewellery 
to suit your style and budget. Drop by 
and chat about your dream piece! 



10

QIcSS UPDATE
The Quadra Island Conservancy and Stewardship 
Society (QICSS) would like to thank everyone who 
attended our recent AGM, and to welcome our new 
members.  QICSS is a Quadra Island registered 
charitable organization established in 1990 that 
operates with a local dedicated volunteer base. 
Our mandate is to protect the natural habitat by 
purchasing properties or by holding conservation 
covenants on land owned by others.  We presently 
own a property at Morte Lake and hold covenants 
on four other properties
The QICSS purchase of a 57 acre property 
on Morte Lake is still celebrated as a proud 
achievement.  Most of the land surrounding the 
Lake was logged in the early 1900’s and is currently 
in a tree farm license held by TimberWest Forest 
Ltd. A financial allocation from TimberWest for 
recreational purposes enabled the Quadra Island 
Trails committee to build a trail around Morte Lake, 
(completed in 1987). The Morte Lake trail became 
so cherished by Quadra Islanders that in 1990, when 
the only privately held property adjacent to Morte 
Lake went up for sale, the citizens of Quadra Island 
rallied together to protect this treasure. Hence 
the Quadra Island Conservancy and Stewardship 
Society was established. Over a three year period 
QICSS achieved the amazingly goal of raising the 
entire purchase price of $180,000.  All of the Morte 
Lake trail system was kept accessible to the public. 
QICSS holds the deed to this property and has 
signed a covenant to maintain it as is, in perpetuity, 
for future generations to enjoy.
QICSS suspects that many land owners on Quadra 
want to protect the ecological values on their 
properties. The land owner can do this by donating 
the land to a conservation group or simply to sell 
the land to a conservation group such as QICSS. 
Another effective way to protect land, or a portion 
of land, is for the landowner to grant a conservation 
covenant. This facilitates permanent protection of 
the land according to the terms of the covenant 
while allowing the landowner to retain possession of 
the land for themselves or their heirs. If you would 
like more information about the process please 
contact QICSS at qicss@yahoo.com. 
As all Quadrites know there are many worthwhile 

charitable organizations on the Island that are 
motivated to improve our physical and social 
environment.  QICSS is one. A committee of eight 
Stewards does the work and most of our money 
comes from donations and the dedication of our 
Stewards and Members. We thank all those who 
have contributed over the years. If you would like to 
join our organization, make a donation, or become 
involved in other ways please contact Charles F 
Konkle at qicss.treasure@telus.net or call (250) 
285-2660.
Charles F Konkle 
QICSS Treasurer

SENIOR HOUSING 
NEWS 

Two more ribbons of red tape to cut through (minor 
ones) and we are ready to start construction on the 
first duplex. It looks like a start date in June and 
a finish date by November. Thanks to John Toelle 
for a great job preparing Budgets and Capital 
Costs, which were presented to the Board at a 
meeting following the AGM. Together with the 
Scope of Work, we are now ready to begin finding 
contractors to get the concrete and lumber moving! 
John mentioned the wide support there is in the 
community for the project, and that lots of people 
are ready to donate their time.
There will soon be a call for volunteers to perform 
miscellaneous jobs, and contribute equipment such 
as ladders & extension cords.
19 members attended the AGM, where Tucker 
Dinnes and Ruth Amiabel were elected to the Board 
and Riki Vogt elected for another term. There is 
still one vacancy. A motion was carried to establish 
a Selection Committee of five persons, who will 
recommend a priority list of candidates from those 
applying for rental of available units. Three members 
volunteered, and one board member and one person 
from the community will complete the Committee.
 The Duncans were honored with a bouquet of 
flowers and a gift certificate, in recognition of their 
persistence in carrying the project forward for the 
past 15 years. Happy Retirement Ken and Shirley.
Submitted by Bob Lasby
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fun every weekend 

250-285-2217

Did You Know?
amped on Nutrition has a health book 
lending-library. Come on in and see if 
they have what you need!

Just as last year, a light rain dampened the island 
for the morning of Quadra’s 13th annual Beach 
Clean-up. But the weather cleared, everyone’s 
enthusiasm remained resolute, and once again 
Islanders did a super job of scouring our beaches 
for the unwanted detritus that washes up on our 
shores. As usual, plastic was the most obvious culprit.
This year we collected a record amount of styrofoam 
(enough to fill almost two dump trucks), a huge 
assortment of tires (2.2 tonnes of them) and 
significantly increased amounts of miscellaneous 
material from the shellfish industry (at least enough 
to fill one truck). In all, we managed to rid our 
beaches of eight truck loads of garbage.
While we want to censure those who are responsible 
for littering our beaches with their junk, we also want 
to thank and congratulate everyone who contributed 
to the clean-up. We want to note the addition of 
Valdez and Copper Bluffs as contributors. And we 
want to note Quadra Loop and Francisco Point for 
their efforts, and the people who laboured for several 
days in advance of April 25th to pack garbage from 
remote locations such as the Kay Dubois and Haskin 
Farm Trails to pick-up sites.
Over the years, this community effort has continued 
to grow in energy and support. For our 13th annual 
event, we had more garbage than we could load on 
available trucks. So a special thanks to Tim Richards 
and John Waibel for their saving rescue gesture 
to get this extra beach garbage off-island. Thanks 
as well to G. Roy Dahlnas Excavating for its big 
tandem vehicle. And more thanks to On-Track 
Excavating and Emcon, and for the two trucks 
each that were supplied by Sorensen-MacDonald 
Enterprises and Hedefine Contracting. Thanks, too, 
to those who supplied boats that brought garbage 
from remote beaches and to the many drivers who 
used their pick-up trucks to gather many loads from 
the drop-off sites around the island. All these trucks 
were crucial to the project’s success.
We must also thank B.C. Ferries for providing free 
passage for all the trucks taking the garbage to the 
landfill site in Campbell River, to the Strathcona 
Regional District for free tipping at the dump (in 
collaboration with the Manager of Solid Waste 
for the Comox Valley Regional District). And we 
wish to thank BC Parks for its co-operation and 
to Susan at Rebecca Spit for her assistance. Free 
garbage bags were provided as a special contribution 
from Thrifty Foods, and Coastal Community 

Credit Union provided 
a display window that 
advertised the clean-up. 
The Discovery Islander 
gave a helpful high 
profile to the event. All 
contributed to the event’s 
success.
Food and refreshments 
are a highlight of the 
Beach Clean-up event 
because they provide 
an opportunity to meet, 
visit and indulge. So 
thanks to the many 
bakers such as Gretchen 
Peters, Susan Wilson 
and Louella Baker, with 
special recognition to 
Billie Bunz for sandwiches and to Leslie MacKenzie 
for her huge pot of delicious chili, and to those 
others others such as Sheelagh who staffed the food 
booth. Thanks, too, to Tru-Value Foods for food 
supplied through Spirit Points, for food donations 
from Quadra Market, and for coffee from Aroma. 
Because so many people were involved, we apologize 
if we missed anyone. 
But our most special thanks to all Quadra Islanders 
who wrestled styrofoam and tires over driftwood, 
and who collected and bagged our unwanted beach 
garbage. Without your many hours of work, the 
Beach Clean-up would not have been a success. You 

have all have made Quadra Island a healthier and 
more beautiful place to live. And you were part of 
many Earth Day events that now involve millions of 
Canadians and hundreds of millions of people from 
nearly 200 countries around the world.
Ray Grigg for Sierra Quadra

THE 2010 BEAcH cLEAN-UP 

THANKS FROM SIERRA QUADRA
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Look for us at  
www.quadraisLand.ca!

A talk and slide/video show by Greg 
Ross, focussing on New Zealand’s 
geography, culture, its South Island 
alpine, hiking, and wildlife.

Sunday, May 30, 7:30pm 
Quadra Island community centre 

Doors open at 7:00pm.  
Entrance by donation (suggested $20) 
Greg lived in New Zealand for 25 
years, and during a visit there last 
year hiked to remote alpine places and 
photographed the unusual wildlife 
and terrain where he worked during 
the 1960s and ‘70s in fisheries and 
wildlife. 

THE MEN OF 
THE DEEPS ARE 

BAcK IN Bc!
The Men of the Deeps, Canada’s 
beloved iconic Coal Miner’s Choir 
from Cape Breton, are coming back 
to BC for another tour! They will 
be covering BC from East to West, 
performing their wonderful mining 
themed music starting in Kimberley 
and working their way across to the 
Sunshine Coast and Vancouver Island 
performing at the Tidemark Theatre 
on Monday, May 10 at 7:30 pm. 
This will mark the Men of the Deeps’ 
44th year in existence, forming in 1966 
to be Cape Breton’s contribution to 
Canada’s Centennial Year in 1967. 
They have regularly toured all over 
North America and have performed 
in China and parts of Europe.

The Men of the Deeps jokingly 
describe their choir as likely the 
only one you will find where singing 
talent is the second consideration 
for membership! The first is that 
members must come from a coal 
mining background with at least two 
years experience working underground 
or in the “Deeps” as they call it in 
Cape Breton. Regardless, they put 
on a fantastic show performing self 
authored songs along with traditional 
East Coast and North American 
mining-themed selections. They may 
even slip in the odd story about living 
the mining life of Cape Breton!
We are truly fortunate to have these 
friendly and talented gentlemen 
returning to BC, they are well worth 
a listen! 
The men of the deeps perform 
Monday, May 00 at 7:30 pm. Tickets 
are $49.50, and are available at the 
Tidemark Ticket Centre 12 to 5 
pm, Tue. through Sat. or Charge-by-
Phone at 287-PINK (7465) or 1-800-
994-0555. Tickets are also available 
On-Line at www.tidemarktheatre.com.

Bc BOOK PRIzES 2010  
WINNERS ANNOUNcED 

The West Coast Book Prize Society is pleased to announce the names of the 
winners of the 26th Annual BC Book Prizes:
ETHEL WILSON FICTION PRIZE Supported by Friesens and Webcom
Cathleen With, Having Faith in the Polar Girls’ Prison, Penguin Group 
(Canada)
DOROTHY LIVESAY POETRY PRIZE Supported by the BC Teachers’ 
Federation
Fred Wah, is a door (Talonbooks) 
HUBERT EVANS NON-FICTION PRIZE Supported by Abebooks
Lorna Crozier, Small Beneath the Sky: A Prairie Memoir (Greystone Books)
RODERICK HAIG-BROWN REGIONAL PRIZE Supported by 
Transcontinental Printing and Yosef Wosk
Andrew Scott, Encyclopedia of Raincoast Place Names: A Complete Reference 
to Coastal British Columbia (Harbour Publishing)
SHEILA A. EGOFF CHILDREN’S LITERATURE PRIZE Supported by 
the BC Library Association
Carrie Mac, The Gryphon Project, Penguin Group (Canada) 
CHRISTIE HARRIS ILLUSTRATED CHILDREN’S LITERATURE 
PRIZE Supported by Kate Walker and Company
Frieda Wishinsky (author), Dean Griffiths (illustrator), Maggie Can’t Wait 
(Fitzhenry & Whiteside) 
BILL DUTHIE BOOKSELLERS’ CHOICE AWARD Supported by 
the Duthie family, Western Book Reps Association,  and independent BC 
bookstores
Brian Brett and Greystone Books, Trauma Farm: A Rebel History of Rural Life
 LIEU TENANT GOVERNOR’S AWARD FOR LITERARY 
EXCELLENCE
Stan Persky is the recipient of this award, established in 2003 by the Honourable 
Iona Campagnolo, which recognizes British Columbia writers who have 
contributed to the development of literary excellence in the province. 
A total of $19,000 is awarded to winners with each prize providing $2,000 
with the exception of the Lieutenant Governor’s prize which awards $5,000. 
This year’s gala, emceed by Shelagh Rogers and attended by the Honourable 
Lieutenant Governor Steven L. Point, took place at Government House 
in Victoria. The BC Book Prizes were established in 1985 to celebrate the 
achievements of British Columbia writers and publishers. The prizes are 
administered and awarded by members of a non-profit society who represent 
all facets of the publishing and writing community. The West Coast Book Prize 
Society congratulates all of the winners! 
For further details, visit www.bcbookprizes.ca.

THIS IS NEW zEALAND

For more information: 
 alpinewriting@lycos.com or  
phone 250-204-1278
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As a retired research scientist in the field of 
industrial wood drying, including air and kiln 
drying of western Canadian hardwood and softwood 
lumber, and even firewood from time to time, I offer 
the following considerations to fellow islanders 
regarding selection, preparation and use of firewood.
Two, and only two, factors influence one’s choice of 
firewood – species and moisture content.

SPEcIES
To compare species we must assume an equal 
dry moisture content.  On a bone-dry basis the 
following comparison results.
Species  Btu/lb Million Btu/cord
Red cedar  9700 16.9
Douglas fir 9200 21.9
Hemlock  8500 19.0
“True” firs  8600 16.6
Alder  8000 15.8
Maple  8400 20.7
Btu:  British thermal unit, an old but common unit of 
measurement for heat
If you compare the figures, you will see that 
you get most ‘bang for your buck’ with a cord 
of Douglas fir, hemlock and maple and less, but 
actually not much less (see later), with alder and 
true firs (balsam, grand fir, etc).

MOISTURE cONTENT
Moisture content or the degree of wetness is by 
far the overriding factor regarding suitability of 
firewood.  For any given woods that have a basic 
heat value like ours – say 8000/9000 Btu/lb, the 
effect of moisture content is as follows:
Moisture Content     Btu/lb Million Btu/cord
0  9000 8000
12% (very dry) 7400 6500
23% (air dry upper limit) 6400 5600
50% (part dry)* 5000 4400
80%+ (dead green)* 3600 3100
* species dependent
Alder has a natural green MC of 100% so its 
heating value when freshly felled and split is only 
about 3000Btu/lb but doubles to nearly 6000Btu/
lb after air drying.  Douglas fir has a MC of about 
45% when green i.e. about 4000Btu/lb but rises to 
about 7000Btu/lb after drying.  Each of the other 
species above follows this trend.  Hemlock and Red 

cedar have green MCs of about 85%, true firs and 
maple about 70%.
In my opinion the dryness of my wood is much more 
important to me than the species. In fact, I tell my 
supplier that I don’t care what he gives me as long as 
it is early enough in the season for me to air-dry it.
From a purely heating perspective the benefits of 
drying are clear. Burning dry wood uses vastly less 
wood to get the same production of heat into our 
home.  I believe Quadra’s winter–time evening and 
night fog (smog) is very largely due to the burning 
of over-wet firewood. Burning wet wood causes 
huge formation and deposition of creosote (aka tar, 
pitch) which is highly combustible when ignited and 
is the usual cause of chimney fires which, in turn, 
can lead to house fires.
How to dry firewood  Stack it so that as much 
end-grain as possible is exposed to the wind and 
air.  This is because water migrates along and out the 
end grain more than through side grain by a factor 
of over 20,000 times for softwoods (firs, hemlock, 
cedar) and over 100,000 times for hardwoods (alder, 
maple).  An overhead roof is good but do not throw 
a tarp over the pile!  The minute amount of rain 
absorbed into the wood is as rapidly removed by 
the next spell of dry weather.  Do not store your wet 
wood in your basement – with no circulation it won’t 
dry and instead will become mouldy, affecting both 
your house structure and your health.
The best air drying months are April – September, 
the worst October – March.  One full drying season 
can be sufficient – that is get your wood split and 
stacked in the spring for next fall and winter’s use.  
A word of caution especially for those with steel-
lined flues:  Please NEVER, EVER burn wood 
salvaged from the beach, or from logs that have 
been beach-combed or stored/transported in the 
ocean.  When burned, salt (sodium chloride) in 
the wood is transformed at high temperature to 
a highly corrosive group of compounds including 
hydrochloric acid, a very strong acid which eats 
through steel including stainless steel at a ferocious 
rate. Regardless of chimney type, stone or metal, 
the combustion of salty wood also produces high 
volumes of dioxins which research has shown can 
endanger our health and that of our neighbours. 
I’d be happy to provide additional data and to discuss 
this subject and anything to do with wood drying 
with fellow islanders.  You can contact me at 3194.

FIrewood 101
by J. F. Graham Mackay PhD, Heriot Bay
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The bill which brings in the HST was passed in the 
Legislature at the end of the week, after the BC 
Liberals shut down debate.
 In order to push the bill through on its own 
timeline, the government used its power to restrict 
debate. We were in the middle of discussing an 
amendment brought in by the NDP, which would 
have allowed the bill to be taken out for public 
consultation and would have meant experts and 
individuals could have appeared before one of 
the standing Legislative committees to offer 
their opinions on the HST, when the debate was 
cut off. Then the BC Liberals voted against our 
amendment and in favour of the bill proceeding 
without public consultation.
We continued to grill the government in the limited 
committee time we had, and we continued to vote 
against the bill on each stage that we could.  But 
at the end of the day on Thursday, the government 
called the final vote – with an unanimous vote 
against by the NDP and every single Liberal MLA 
voting in favour of it.
We will continue raising questions about it at every 
opportunity we can, and we will continue to press 
the government to tell Ottawa that we do not want 
the HST in British Columbia and that we should 
change the arrangements which Gordon Campbell 
made so swiftly, behind closed doors last summer.
But with that contentious issue still steaming 
another big battle has started in the Legislature, 
over the BC Liberals so-called Clean Energy 
Act, Bill 17. This is a misnomer if ever there was 
one. This act will allow the proliferation of private 
companies taking over our rivers and desecrating 
our watersheds so they can make a profit selling 
power to California.
Bill 17 is a sweeping act which, by taking away 
the public interest oversight of the BC Utilities 
Commission, will allow for fast tracking of private 
power projects, such as the ones promoted by 
General Electric and Plutonic Power in Bute Inlet 
and the massive plan for the KlinaKlini backed by 
another private corporation. 
And again we are faced with an election promise 
broken. Throughout the campaign just a year ago, 
the government said it intended to protect BC 
Hydro and was not planning to produce power for 
sale to the United States. Now we see the public 
interest yet again being undermined with the 

clear statement that our 
power will be produced 
for export. Our rivers 
will be sold to private 
companies so they can 
sell power to keep golf 
courses green and the 
air conditioners going in 
the United States. These 
contracts for private 
misuse of our public 
lands and waters are 
for many years are a 

frightening prospect. We are already seeing the 
extensive environmental degradation as massive 
private power projects are constructed and the huge 
stretches of wilderness they occupy will continue to 
be lost to public control for generations to come.
That is unless we have courage to make a major 
change. The Opposition will be fighting this 
wholeheartedly through the Legislature and I will 
be proud to take my place in the debate.  But in 
the longer term we have to be able to say that what 
was done by the BC Liberals was wrong, and we 
can put it right. We have to have those solutions 
and the courage to enact them.
This Friday sees the start of that move with Our 
Province Our Future, a major conference in 
Vancouver hosted by the Opposition. This will be 
an opportunity to engage with British Columbians 
about new ways of doing things: it will be a chance 
to discuss the need to scale back – making power 
projects work for local communities not for 
Californian subdivisions. It will be the chance to 
discuss whether we are using the right tools – for 
instance, should we still use GDP (Gross Domestic 
Product) as our key indicator or perhaps GPI 
(Genuine Progress Indicator). It will be a chance 
to discuss what we truly mean when we talk about 
a green, sustainable economy and how we can 
make that happen. If you want to get involved in 
this debate which will shape the way we all work 
in the future, a website is being launched after the 
event: www.ourprovinceourfuture.bc.ca.
While debate focuses on the big issues in the 
Legislature, I did get the opportunity for some 
comments and questions about the North Island. I 
was able to talk about the desperate need for books 
in the Kyuquot school library and the fundraising 
efforts to acquire them; and I raised questions of the 
Minister of Advanced Education about funding for 
literacy work and work with First Nations at North 
Island College . A group from the Campbell River 
Multicultural and Immigrant Services Association 
came to the Legislature on Monday and I was 
happy to meet with them and introduce them in 
the House. 
I will be at the economic conference in Vancouver 
on Friday and Saturday sees me in Sayward to mark 
the opening of a heritage sign project. Saturday 
evening I’ll be at the Angel Rock fundraiser in 
Campbell River for the Hospice Society. We are 
back in Victoria Monday and I expect much of the 
week spent on Bill 17, the power-for-export bill.
If you want to contact me about any issue, don’t 
hesitate to pick up the phone and call Campbell 
River on 250 287 5100, Port Hardy on 250 902 
0325 or toll free at 1866 387 5100. Or drop me an 
email at Claire.trevena.mla@leg.bc.ca.
Best regards, 
Claire
Claire Trevena, MLA 
North Island 
www.clairetrevena.ca

mla rePort 
by Claire Trevena

30th April, 2010
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HallIday’s vIewPoInt
by Steven Halliday

Having been a resident of Quadra for the past 13 
years I am well familiar with the extensive “moccasin 
telegraph” that exists here, with the main junction 
points being the post office, building supply, grocery 
stores and the pubs.  Therefore I am fairly confident 
that a good number of readers have heard any 
number of theories of why a “For Sale” sign has 
appeared at the end of our driveway, or perhaps 
about why Steve is now regularly commuting on 
the ferry.  More probably, I inflate my own self-
importance and most of you have heard 
nothing of what is happening in my life.  
In either event there are indeed many 
new things happening in my life, which 
prompts me to hog this space for purely 
personal reasons, with your forbearance 
and the editor’s approval.
After retiring from my wholly fulfilling career in the 
Credit Union system last year, I was able to enjoy 
what was the most spectacular summer weather in 
recent memory while fixing up the old homestead 
somewhat, including building and installing glass 
paneled railings on the front deck and a new scratch 
built back deck, not to mention a very handsome 
gate/arbor into the rose garden (kudos to the Liseth’s 
for the design idea).  I also did a bit of private 
financial consulting, which brought me into some 
very interesting and stimulating situations with local 
clients that provided great professional challenges 
and satisfaction.  But as the autumn rolled around 
I found the days getting much longer, rather than 
shorter, and started looking around for something to 
do that was appropriate to my experience, interests 
and current mental state.  A couple of job interviews 
later made me realize that my former position had 
rendered me incapable of having a boss…22 years 
as top dog makes one somewhat unmanageable.  
Norma certainly picked up on this, and made the 
suggestion that I look to buy a business instead of 
seeking traditional employment, which for some 
unbelievably obscure reason has escaped my thought 
process entirely.  The fact that I had finished building 
Christmas presents in my shop and was getting truly 
bored added impetus to growing boredom and kick-
started my search for something to do, with glorious 
thoughts of buying my dream business.
Being the GM of a small Credit Union was a 
remarkably challenging and stimulating job, one 
which offered tremendous satisfaction and adequate 
reward…and is likely the closest facsimile to 
running an independent small business, functionally 
acting as the owner, albeit one without majority 
ownership with its consequent risk.  Like many 
other CEO’s my financial risk was limited to my 
paycheck – there are no stock options in the Credit 
Union system – rather than personal bankruptcy, 
as would otherwise be the case in the event of 
monumental screw-up  - originating with Steve 
or otherwise.  My appointment to the helm of 
Quadra Credit Union was the culmination of a 
20 year banking apprenticeship served all over BC 
and the Yukon, which made me confident that I 
am well prepared to take on the running of a small 

business…after all, if nothing else I’ve been giving 
out general business advice to small business owners 
for years.  So off I went in search of the perfect small 
business….  Unfortunately, Quadra being Quadra 
there was nothing available that fit my particular 
criteria and skill set, so I set my sights across the water, 
not without realization that commuting to Campbell 
River would be a total drag after being fortunate to 
live, and work, on Quadra so many years.  

Starting this spring I looked at about 5 businesses, 
two of which I invested serious time, effort and 
other considerations.  Over 4 weeks were spent 
in negotiating the purchase of one particular 
business that all came to naught, which in the 
meantime cost some significant change while 
reaching that conclusion.  Fortunately another 
interesting proposition quickly came along, outside of 
conventional channels as they are wont to do, which 
caught my attention; in this event it took roughly 
a week of due diligence and serious discussions, 
since the absence of a broker between the vendor 
and myself made such haste, clarity and “in the eye” 
candour possible, allowing a personal rather than 
analytical approach to aid my decision. Finally, my 
partner and I (Norma, of course, is my partner in 
everything) decided that everything seemed to be 
in order, and after I spent an intensive period of 
training with the present owner and all of the sale 
preconditions were met, Norma and I purchased 
the shop…A-1 Vacuum Systems in Willow Point, 
actually…on April 30th, exactly one year since my 
last day of being an employee.
One of the many attractions - for me anyway - of 
this particular business is that it is a one person show,  
or perhaps 1.5 bodies if things go well over the next 
few months.  Other businesses that I had looked 
at involved multiple locations, multiple employees, 
or both, but this one came without all of that extra 
responsibility attached.  Part-time work it certainly 
isn’t, as it is a six day a week operation, and every day 
so far has offered new and challenging situations 
for me to work through.  Whereas in my prior life 
I had staff to whom I could delegate certain tasks 
and responsibilities, now I have to do it all, with 
the exception of the accounting for which I am 
extremely grateful to have married an accountant. 
Not to mention her help with cleaning, reorganizing, 
redecorating advice and labour, marketing ideas and a 
sympathetic shoulder to cry on at night…thankfully 
not yet needed.  Speaking of redecorating, please 
mark your calendar that A-1 will be closed on the 
May long weekend for a complete renovation…that’s 
May 22 through May 24th inclusive…longtime 
customers (this shop has been around for over 30 
years) as well as new will hopefully enjoy the new 
atmosphere we plan.

GoInG solo

So, on that note, I have to return to the drag of 
commuting.  Norma has undergone the unfortunate 
time robber of commuting to Campbell River for 
almost 14 years, which she has accomplished variously 
as a driver, motorcyclist, pedestrian and cyclist 
(presently assisted by her Bionx electric motor).  I, on 
the other hand, have had the luxury of a 2.5 minute 
commute during that same time frame.  Now, much to 
my chagrin, it takes me about an hour of organization, 
at minimum, to get to work, not to mention the ferry 

wait and crossing time.  Little did I know what 
an impact commuting can make…heretofore 
I have sat back and smugly pitied the poor 
souls negotiating the Port Mann Bridge whilst 
watching the 8:00AM news in my bathrobe.  
Now, I’ve joined Norma in lining up some 20 
to 30 minutes earlier to catch a ferry at 8 am.  

Therefore, since Norma and I will be commuting to 
our respective professional activities in Campbell 
River we have made the very difficult decision to 
relocate to the River.  Our companions Kodi and 
Barney are certainly feeling the stress as well, so the 
solution was, as they say, obvious.
Given the very crowded real estate market on Quadra 
I suspect that I will be commuting for some months 
to come, and after a few weeks of the experience 
(coupled with the improvement in the weather) I 
am actually enjoying some moments of pleasure in 
my daily cruise.  In the meantime, we hope to enjoy 
another pleasant spring and summer on the magical 
Discovery Islands, and look forward to enjoying all 
the Island has to offer.  And by the way, please feel 
free to drop by and visit me in Willow Point should 
you have needs in the floor care line, or just to chat.  
Or call, email, fax me… you know how it works.



STORES
AMPED ON NUTRITION 

At Amped on Nutrition 
We’re not afraid to bend, 
Our menu’s not working 

Soup and wraps soon will end. 
Still Amped on Nutrition 
Health kitchen we defend 
Morphing to a Juice Bar 

Great drinks you can depend. 
 

Wraps end April 30, 
Juice Bar opens June 1 

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

FernBanK sawmIll
Custom cutting at your place or mine 
on a state-of-the-art Woodmizer 
mill. We cut everything from beams 
to siding. Call Gerry Cote: 250-
285-3651

FIRESIGN ART & 
DESIGN STUDIO and B&B 
Enjoy quiet privacy in 
our delightful 3-bedroom B&B 
with kitchenette, includes multi-
course breakfasts specialising in 
wheat-free baking. Tourism BC 
Approved, BC B&B Innkeepers. 
Art studio, gallery, amber jewellery, 
workshops. 250-285-3390. 
www.firesignartanddesign.com

AccOMMODATIONHELP WANTED FITNESS

SERVIcES
are tHose sPrInG 

Buds we sPy?!
We can help you clean and maintain 
your home and garden. Clean your 
windows, prune your fruit trees, roses 
and other trees, finish a renovating 
job. We can help with pretty much 
anything around your home and yard. 
Please call CanDoServices at (250) 
285-2874 or Email at candoservices@
live.ca

HORTIcULTURISTS 
FOR HIRE

Two experienced plantspeople, both 
certified horticulturists, are available 
to help with your beautiful island 
garden. We specialize in soil health, 
food gardens, and plant selection. Call 
250-202-2326 to leave a message, or 
e-mail info@ryansgarden.com. Please 
see www.ryansgarden.com for more 
information.

ClassIFIeds

PIlates
Pilates classes resume at the QCC 
from April 22nd. Thursdays 9:30-
10:30am and 5-6pm, Saturdays 
9-10am. $100/10 classes.  $150/
twice a week.
Visit www.practicalpilates.ca or call 
Natasha on 250-285-2930.

oCeanFront oFFICe 
For rent

Tsa-Kwa-Luten Lodge has office 
space ideally suited for studio or 
professional use located in its’ RV 
Park service building overlooking 
Discovery Passage. Contact Carol 
Ann at 250-285-2042 or email cat@
capemudgeresort.bc.ca.  

west road yoGa
Iyengar yoga with Ann Toelle
ongoing classes  $12 drop in, 6 pass $60
Mondays 9-10:30 am, Level 1/11 
Tuesdays 9-10:30 am 
5 week session $50
Session Starts May 4. Next session 
starts June 8, please register. 
Gentle/Beginners Ann 285-3065
Restorative yoga with Sue Beattie
Monday evenings 5 – 6:30 pm 
April 19 - June 28 
No experience necessary, everyone 
welcome. Any 5 classes prepaid $50                       
Drop-In $12 Sue 285-2948

Brand new e-BIKe
Red 2007 Veloteq Challenger 

Check it out at www.valuride.com/
ebikes_2007_500c.htm 

Only 58km. 
Perfect for Quadra & Campbell 

$850 
email Simon at vieyra@telus.com

H EALT HY WAY NAT URAL 
FOODS  is seeking a temporary 
part-time employee.  We are accepting 
resumes from people with education 
and/or  reta i l  exper ience with 
nutritional supplements. Please drop 
resumes  off at Healthyway 55-1270 
Dogwood St, Campbell River.


