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Island Tides

Day Time Ht/ft 
H/m         
Sa 0510 14.1 
4.3
19 1100 10.5 
3.2
 1600 13.5 
4.1
 2335 3.0 
0.9

Su 0545 14.4 
4.4
20 1155 9.5 
2.9
 1655 13.5 
4.1

Mo 0005 3.9 
1.2
21 0620 14.4 
4.4
 1340 8.5 
2.6
 1745 12.8 
3.9
 
Tu 0025 4.9 
1.5
22 0700 14.4 
4.4
 1420 7.9 
2.4
 1845 12.1 
3.7

We 0050 6.2 
1.9
23 0735 14.1 
4.3
 1500 7.2 
2.2
 1945 11.8 
3.6
 
Th 0125 7.5 
2.3
24 0810 13.8 
4.2
 1540 6.9 
2.1
 2100 11.5 
3.5
 
Fr 0210 8.9 
2.7
25 0845 13.5 
4.1
 1625 6.6 
2.0
 2225 11.2 
3.4

For Quathiaski Cove 
Feb.19 - March2 , 1999

Classified Ads are $10.70 
(includes GST) for up to thirty 
five  words for two issues = 
1 month.
 
Ads along with payment (cheque 
or money order) may be dropped 
off at Hummingbird Office Supply at 
Cove Centre, Q-Cove or mailed to: 
Box 482, Heriot Bay V0P 1H0 

We’re sorry but ads that do not 

Classifieds

HOUSE FOR RENT 2-bedroom 
home in Heriot Bay, close to 
library and stores. Recently 
renovated, clean & spacious, 
electric heat. Non-smokers, 
no dogs, references required. 
$550/month. Phone 285-2823 
or 287-0635 after 6 pm

For Lease July 1, 2000.
1100 - 1450 sq. ft. Retail/ 
Professional/ Your Idea? Call 
Kerry at Village Square (250) 
285-3222
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On the cover

Canada geese wintering on the 
islands. Photo by Philip Stone
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Jim Thomson said the proposal would 
allow the community to take control and it 
would provide something for the future for 
everyone. Ruth Amiabel suggested another 
campaign like the one that preserved 
the land at Morte Lake as an alternative 
option.

Clarence Byers voiced concerns about 
the cooperative having to install sewer and 
water systems if it buys the land. “We’ve 
been through this before—it just means 
more taxes. I think we’re better off to let 
Raven do all the subdividing and all the 
work. Then we wouldn’t have to put up 
any money.”

Eva Patten said she is very concerned 
about the tax dollars that would go into 
the cooperative land purchase, both from 
the regional district and the province. “The 
trees will grow again,” she stated.

Lorraine Hoegl said she appreciates her 
fear and everyone else’s, and she added, 
“it’s very exciting to see the community 
come together like this.”

Rob Wood said he finds the idea of a 
clearcut from April Point to the cemetery 
very depressing. “I don’t like the polarization 
or deadline being imposed here. Can we not 
have another option that Raven continue to 
be involved as a private developer?”

Ray Grigg said if the cooperative doesn’t 
happen we’re going to have massive 
clearcuts and “downtown Quathiaski Cove 
is not the place for those.” He suggested 
the community think of the situation as the 
difference between renting and owning the 
land. “As long as we’re renting Raven’s land, 
they do what they want. If we own, we have 
more control.”

Bruce Kempling said buying the property 
would force the cooperative to develop 
it to get a return, and it might have to be 
developed much more than islanders would 
want.

Chris Thompson said $19/year for five 
years is a small price to pay to bet on 
forming a corporation that could possibly 

do things better than Raven can. “If Raven 
keeps control, we know what’s going to 
happen.”

Jeannie Stoppard said if we’re going 
to put our energies into something, we 
should put them into changing the way we 
log rather than trying to buy bits of land. 
“Keep it in silviculture and let them replant,” 
she said.

Christine Portmann said people should 
think beyond the short term, and it will take 
a long time for the trees to grow back.

Burton Wohl said it’s worth paying a 
few bucks a year to make a bet that we 
can control something for our own best 
interests. “We’ve got an opportunity 
here to look at meaningful change in the 
community.”

Barb McDonald pointed out that the 
community would only have one quarter of 
the voice  in the cooperative. “We’re better 
off to form our own private corporation 
here on the island if we’re going to form a 
corporation.”

Judy Johnson said Raven was asked if 
they’d be interested in doing a different 
development and preserving the marsh area 
on Lot 123, but the company refused and 
said the community would have to buy all 
the trees if they wanted to save them. “This 
is an opportunity for the environmental, 
logging, and business communities to 
work together to come up with a plan,” 
she said.

Stanley Wales said he worked for 30 years 
in development and construction. “What 
is being presented here is do-able, but not 
for the faint of heart. There has to be more 
than a business plan—there needs to be a 
total plan looking at how much land needs 
to be developed to preserve what you want 
to preserve. Whether you like it or not, this 
island is going to change. It would be nice 
to have a say in how it develops.”

Laurel O’Connor said if the land is logged, 
it could be broken down into affordable 
pieces of property for people to purchase. 

“I don’t see why all this time, effort, and 
money is going into this when Raven could 
do it.”

Annette Yourk asked if there is a way we 
can proceed with a concept where we are 
taking control as a community on a smaller 
scale.

Dawn Ross said she doesn’t believe 
housing in such a development would be 
affordable. “Once you start developing it 
like that, the only people who could afford 
the housing would be people with a lot of 
money.”

Bill  Nutting presented a petition 
containing 422 signatures of people who 
are against the idea of forming a community 
cooperative to purchase Raven’s lands. 
“There are 422 names on this petition 
because the whole concept is too scary for 
them,” Nutting said.

The vote on whether or not to proceed 
with the community cooperative process 
was held by a show of hands, and John 
Wasyliw counted the votes with a counting 
machine, or “clicker”. 

As stated above, 111 people voted to 
proceed and 108 voted against. Not all the 
people  at the meeting stayed until the 
end to vote and some who were present 
abstained.

With such a narrow margin between the 
‘yes’ and ‘no’ votes, there is no doubt that 
this will continue to be an issue of debate in 
the community over the coming weeks.

The packed meeting at Quadra Community Centre Feb 13th        Photos: 
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Apology
We apologize to April Martin for the 
errors overlooked in her yoga article 
last issue (206 Feb 4th, 2000). Due 
to our use of computer scanning to 
digitize the type, numerous mistakes 
occurred which were not noticed.
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and let Raven get on with the rest.”
Dion York said he feels the proposal 

should be dropped. “The initial direction 
of saving the trees is being swayed to 
purchasing the land by special interest 
groups. Let those who want to save the land 
buy the land.”

Billy Dubois asked if the regional district’s 
portion of the money invested would be 
refundable, and Harker replied that if the 
regional district puts all of its share down, it 
can purchase $250,000 in parkland or Raven 
has the option to refund the money.

Bill Nutting asked who would pay the 
property taxes every year if a community 
cooperative does purchase the land. Harker 
answered that the cooperative would pay 
the taxes out of its profits.

George Nickoloff said he supports the 
proposal. “Judging by the clapping in the 
room today, people feel strongly about 
this issue. As members of a corporation, 
we can flex our muscles and say where we 
want to be.”

Martin Amiabel asked a number of 
questions, among them who will pay for the 
development and what is the community’s 
commitment. Harker said the concept 
would be to raise more money through 
the initial corporation than is needed to 
purchase the land. Money for development 
would come from what is raised initially. 
The community’s total commitment would 
be one quarter of the cost, and community 
members could purchase shares in the 
cooperative.

Geraldine Kenny stated that tourism 
operators can’t sell clearcuts to visitors. 
“The provincial government is selling 
Supernatural BC and people spend 
thousands of dollars to get here. I don’t 
know if the community cooperative is 
what we should be going for, but if we take 
control instead of letting others take control 
we could get something for it instead of 
a devastated landscape and possible job 
losses.”

Alex Hartford said he is opposed to 
the proposal. “When I hear the concept 
of public funds being invested a couple of 
things come to mind: BC Ferries and Skeena 
Cellulose. We could be looking at 20 or 30 
years trying to get our money back. The 
whole thing scares me no end.”

Susan Westren said she’d like to thank Jim 
Abram and Michael Stahnke for developing 
the proposal to this point. “You’ve done an 
enormous amount of work. I’d like to see this 
meeting give them the mandate to continue 
to explore this idea.”

Linda Richards noted that she wouldn’t 
have confidence in a private developer who 
doesn’t care about making a profit. “Let 
Raven finish what they’re doing and put it 
into silviculture.”

Barry Hatelt said $19/year based on 

$150,000 land value doesn’t seem like a 
lot of money to explore the concept. “It 
appears to be premature to throw it out now. 
Remember a lot of good ideas come out of 
things that don’t look right to start with.” 

Len Lakberg cautioned that the front 
money involved in a real estate development 
like this could force prices up to the point 
where it’s difficult to sell the land. He asked 
if taxes would increase if the corporation 
ran out of money. 

Harker replied, “My understanding is that 
if taxes increased beyond this it would have 
to go to referendum.”

John Wasyliw recalled that the whole 
thing started with the idea of saving some 
trees on Lot 123. “It looks like Harry’s got 
$225,000 in the parks budget—maybe we 
should start with that. The whole 425 acres 
is a large chunk for the community to go 
for.”

Abram replied that the regional district’s 
parks money would only buy a fringe of trees 
around the wetland on Lot 123, and the trees 
would likely blow down.

Rolf Kellerhals said he believes the 
community would actually have more 
control over the land if it didn’t purchase 
it. “Through the Official Community Plan 
zoning process we have control. In the long 
term we have Raven by the neck; in the short 
term they have us by the neck but I don’t see 
what we can do about it. If the land stays in 
silviculture we have a 40 acre minimum lot 
size. I think we’d almost lose control if we 
purchase the land because we’d be so in 
debt we’d have to subdivide, and then we’d 
have bigger lineups on the ferry and other 
problems. I think we should hold Raven to 
the zoning.”

Steve Nowazek said he finds the concept 
of creating a privately funded corporation 
with a government subsidy that isn’t 
interested in making a profit very odd. “How 
do we get our investment back?” he asked.

Harker replied that it isn’t necessarily 
true the private investor wouldn’t want to 
make a profit.

Arne Liseth said Raven’s logging plan 
is laid out much like a tree farm license. 
“People on this island can’t seem to put up 
with logging when it’s being done. Logging is 
one of the major industries on the island.”

Owen Humphreys suggested that those 
who would like to see the development 
corporation happen put the money up “and 
leave the rest of us out of it.”

Chris Rose said he’d like to congratulate 
the people who came up with the idea of the 
corporation, and added that he’d like to see 
Quadra have its own community council.

Ken Roxburgh said the cooperative idea 
would allow the community to take control 
of a piece of property right in the heart of 
the community. “I think it’s an incredible 
opportunity,” he stated.

The crocuses, harbringers of  
spring, are popping out of the  
ground left right and centre. 

And well they should be with the 
beautiful sunny weather we have been 
blessed with. What a contrast from last 
winter!

However, seems that a storm of a 
different nature is sweeping Quadra 
as the Raven lands issue continues 
to blow in the wind. We bring you a 
detailed report from Tanya Storr on the 
February 13th public meeting and the 
narrow endorsement of the community 
cooperative proposal.

Amongst the broad spectrum of 
opinions surrounding the matter, one 
common thread prevails. That is the 
strength of feeling that this issue has 
raised in residents for ‘our island’. 
One can only hope that this passion 
will manifest itself in a creative and 
successful solution for the Raven 
Lands.  

We are pleased to welcome Jim 
Martin to Hyacinthe Bay Publishing. 
Jim brings to us his expertise in 
national magazine publishing with 
Off Road Canada and will initially 
be concentrating his efforts on the 
Islander’s sister publication Wild Isle.

On a completely different matter. 
While on a trip over to Saltspring Island 
I was struck by the Century Class 
ferry servicing the Swartz Bay-Fulford 
run. Not literally you understand but 
what did hit me was the boat’s lack 
of character. Quadra Islanders have 
heard rumours of one of these vessels 
moving on to the Campbell River-Q 
Cove for a few years. So far no show 
and that might not be a bad thing.

The Century Class ferry has no 
central passenger lounge and all 
round has a very sterile and un-island 
like atmosphere. The extra capacity 
notwithstanding it seems like a boat 
we could do without. 

Until next issue
Philip Stone
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Island Calendar
•Every Saturday
-Winter Market   QI Community Centre
10:00am-1:00pm
•Every Sunday
-Meditation     Quadra Daycare 10-
12
Feb. 19, Sat.
-Harrasment Officer Training QI Community Centre
10am-5pm
February 20, Sun.
-Annual Celebrate Yourself Day QI Community Center 
-Sunday School (only)  United Church
10:30 am
-Wedlidi Speck   United Church
7:30 pm
Feb. 21,  Mon.   United Church
-Sierra Quadra mtg.
7:00 pm
Feb. 22, Tues.   
-Folk dancing (drop in)  School Gym
7:30 pm
Feb. 26, Sat.
QI Trails Maintenance  Heriot Bay Store
9:00am
Feb. 27, Sun.     United Church
-Worship & Sunday School
10:30 am
Morning Service Luncheon  United Church
11:30 am
Mar.5, Sun,
-Henri Sicsic, piano concert  QI Community Centre
 7 pm
-Quadra Daycare AGM & Potluck Quadra Daycare
5pm - 8pm
Mar. 18, Sat, 
- Mortal Coil    Q I  C o m m u n i t y 
Centre
8 pm
-Voice Jam    Aroma
7:30pm 
March 11
-CAFIET Coffee House  QI Community Centre  
 

News & Events

Deadline For Next 
Issue  

7 pm, Mon. February 28th, 2000 
Only Items Received Before The Deadline 

can be guaranteed space in the upcoming issue.
hyacinth@island.net     fax 285-2236

What Are 
You Doing 

For April Fools?
Quadra Daycare would like to 

invite you to an evening of great 
food, fun and entertainment 
at our 10th community Goods 
and Services Auction, April 1st, 
2000. This FUNraiser promises 
to be a real FUN-ction, with 
something for everyone.Our 
acquisition committee will 
soon be contacting previous 
contributors for donations. If 
you have an item or service to 
donate to the auction, please 
contact Quadra Daycare at 285-
3511. Items can be picked up at 
your request. Tax receipts are 
available for donations.  HOPE 
TO SEE YOU THERE!

Quadra Daycare
Quadra Daycare’s Annual 

General Meeting & Potluck 
Supper. Sunday, March 5th, 
5:00pm - 8:00pm at Quadra 
Daycare.

An evening for the whole 
family to enjoy. Meet old and 
new friends and the Board of 
Directors. Bring a dish to share 
and own utensils. Evening’s 
focus is on family and fun with 
a short and painless meeting! 
Everyone Welcome.

Voice Jam!
March 18th, 7:30 p.m.
Aroma.
O n c e  a g a i n ,  l o c a l 

wordsmiths and jones’s will 
exercise their voices in the 
convivial atmosphere of 
Aroma. All forms of spoken 
(or chortled or yodelled 
or chanted or sung) word 
performance are welcomed. 
Add your unique voice to the 
jam. Spread it on thick.Come 
lend an ear. For information, 
call Annette at 285-2673 or 
Luise at 285-2038.

I.W.Day
Women on Quadra wi l l 

be celebrating International 
Women’s Day with a potluck 
starting at 6:00, Saturday March 
4 at the Community Centre. 
This is a fun and informative 
gathering with other women.  If 
you would like to sing a song, 
share a poem, or your art etc. 
with a supportive audience, 
contact Sandy at 285 3243. Want 
to help organize in some way? 
Please phone.

Winter Market
The Winter Market has 

returned! Every Saturday  
1 0 a m - 1 p m  a t  Q . I . C . C . 
Everyone welcome! For more 
info. call: Sue 285-3660, Dan 
285-3766
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Island Report

A very close vote at a February 13 
community meeting gave those working 
on a community cooperative proposal for 
Raven’s Quathiaski Cove properties the nod 
to proceed. A total of 111 people voted to 
proceed with the community cooperative 
proposal process, and 108 people voted to 
stop the process.

“I was surprised by the outcome. It was 
a very vocal crowd and the noise level 
sounded more like ‘no’ than ‘yes’, although 
it’s usually the case that when people are 
opposed to something they are quite vocal,” 
said regional director Jim Abram following 
the meeting.

Abram compared the close outcome of 
this meeting’s vote to the very different 
result at the October meeting, when over 
90% of the people present gave Abram and 
others working on the issue a mandate to 
try to negotiate with Raven.

“The other meeting was so clear. This 
was far too close a vote for me to feel 
comfortable with the result. However, the 
majority of people in the room this time 
did give us the direction to proceed with 
developing a business plan and presenting 
an offer to Raven. I think what has to happen 
now is it’s my job to flesh out whatever is 
out there in the way of a business plan, and 
then bring it back to the community and 
hear more opinions. At that time there will 
be an informed discussion,” he said.

The vote took place at the end of the three-
hour meeting, after many islanders spoke 
their views on the issue. Approximately 
250 people were present at the height of the 
meeting, but not everyone stayed for the 
vote. The meeting was originally intended 
to last two hours.

Jim Abram, Michael Stahnke, and regional 
district planner Harry Harker each gave 
brief presentations at the beginning of 
the meeting. Abram summarized what 
has taken place so far and showed maps 
detailing Raven’s lots in the Cove, a total 
of 425 acres.

He explained that the regional district 
board approved a deposit of $25,000 for the 
Raven lands on January 31, contingent on 
community approval.

“The main reason for the small down 
payment is to buy us time. It’s required 
to keep discussions open until March 31,” 

Abram said.
The $25,000 will come from the parks 

reserve fund, a fund comprised of cash 
collected by the regional district from 
developers in lieu of park dedications. 
Money in that fund can only be used to 
purchase parkland.

As one partner in the community 
cooperative, the regional district would 
have to commit another $225,000 by March 
31, “if the community so directs us to go 
ahead and do that,” Abram said. 

The $225,000 would be borrowed from 
the Municipal Finance Authority and repaid 
over five years through taxation. A property 
assessed at $150,000 would pay a $19/year 
tax increase for the next five years as a 
result.

Abram said the March 31 deadline should 
allow enough time to put together a business 
plan, something the provincial government 
has stipulated it would need before it 
could commit funds to the community 
cooperative. 

Abram noted that the dollar figures 
for the appraisals of Raven’s lands in the 
Cove cannot  be disclosed, because land 
purchases involving the regional district 
must be kept “in camera” until the parties 
have agreed.

Harry Harker explained that a community 
cooperative, or 4P, would involve four 
investment partners: the regional district, 
the provincial government, the community 
(through shares that residents could 
purchase), and a private partner.

Harker noted that he has talked to two 
companies that are very interested in 
working with the community on such a 
project. “The community would end up with 
an asset that it could develop over time for 
the benefit of the community,” he said.

Michael Stahnke said he has been in 
contact with Raven and the company 
is “strongly in support of what we’re 
trying to do here.” He described the 
community cooperative proposal as “a 
really good opportunity to come together 
as a community and form a vision for the 
island.”

The meeting was then opened to the 
floor for questions. Many islanders spoke in 
what was at times quite a lively discussion, 
with comments often followed by rigorous 

applause.
Jim Mitchell asked how much profit 

the private company investing in the 
cooperative would want out of the deal. 
Stahnke replied that it would depend on 
which private company took it on.

“Our feeling is that a private developer 
would not want to make a massive profit.  
Our plan is to break even while providing 
green space and affordable housing. Some 
people have mentioned a golf course, riding 
trails, etc. I can’t speak for a corporation 
because we don’t have one yet,” Stahnke 
said.

L’il Richard spoke next, recalling Raven’s 
development proposal for Lot 180 in 1996. 
“The company put out a really good proposal 
with lots of green space, and the community 
wouldn’t allow them to do it. In retaliation, 
they logged the works. I don’t blame them. 
What’s going on now is still in retaliation. 
Who’s to say the same people who griped 
about the subdivision then aren’t going to 
put a hold on the development now once 
we’re paying out of our own pockets?” he 
said.

L’il Richard went on to say he’s concerned 
about the tax grab on more than one level 
of government. “People should really think 
about this—we’ve already got too much 
government as it is.”

Harker replied that this time the 
community would be more involved, 
and hopefully the people who expressed 
concerns last time would be part of the 
design team this time around.

Bill O’Connor stated that he is concerned 
about the use of taxpayers’ money for such 
a land purchase. “We have a provincial 
government that’s broke and that means 
Quadra Island is broke. Thirty-five percent 
of the island is already park—we don’t need 
any more. I think we should shelve the whole 
proposal and let Raven log it,” he said.

Peter Gellatly said he feels the community 
development cooperative would be an 
inappropriate use of public funds at this 
time. “I’ve done two land developments, one 
of them under a public sector board and it 
was an absolute nightmare. There were too 
many levels involved and they could never 
agree on anything. I think we should go back 
to the original idea of saving bits of the land 

by Tanya Storr

Very Close Vote Supports Continuation of Community 
Cooperative Process
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Fire Chief
Sought

The South Island Fire 
Protection District is seeking 
a new Fire Chief to contract 
management services. The 
successful candidate will 
demonstrate the requisite 
skills to motivate a volunteer 
department, will provide 
good management  and 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s k i l l s , 
and will oversee specific 
management accountabilities 
of the Department.

T h e  p o s i t i o n  i s 
d e v e l o p m e n t a l  w i t h 
the expectation that the 
successful candidate will 
attend the Fire Chief ’s 
convention at least two 
years, and will participate 
in the training necessary 
to progress to Level Two 
designation.

Recommended minimum 
skills include:

• Electrical Safety
• F i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n , 

b e h a v i o u r,  H o s e s  a n d 
Streams, and live fire

• Strategy and Tactics
• Dangerous Goods
• Wildand Fires
• Auto Extrication
Position description and 

Bylaw 46 packages will be 
available at Quadra Credit 
U n i o n .  R e s u m e s  w i t h 
compensation expectation 
should be mailed to Box 
80, Quathiaski Cove, British 
Columbia, V0P 1N0.

Strong preference will be 
given to residents of Quadra 
Island. Competition closes 

School District No. 
72

Kindergarten Registration
Parents of children who 

will enter Kindergarten in 
September, 2000 are asked to 
register their children at the 
school in their attendance area 
during Education Week, March 
6-10, 2000 inclusive. Failure to 
pre-register may make it difficult 
to guarantee a space in your 
neighbourhood school.

Schools will be organized 
for registration on those dates 
during regular school hours. 
If these times do not fit with 
your schedule, please call the 
school to arrange a mutually 
convenient time.

Monday, March 6 - Friday, 
March 10, 2000.

Campbellton Elem, Cedar 
Elem, Central Elem, Cortes/
Elem./Jr. Secondary, Discovery 
Passage Elem, Evergreen Elem, 
Georgia Park Elem, Maple Elem, 
Ocean Grove Elem, Oyster River 
Elem, Penfield Elem, Pinecrest 
Elem, Quadra Elementary, 
Rockland Elem, Sandowne Elem, 
Sayward Elem./Jr. Secondary, 
Willow Point Elem.

Bir th Cer tificates must 
be presented at the time of 
registration.

To be eligible for attendance 
in Sept 2000, children must 
be five years of age before 
December 31, 2000.

Parents who wish to enter 
the ir  chi ldren in  French 
Immersion Programme, please 
contact the school offering 
French Immersion nearest 
you (Ecole des Deux Mondes, 
Rockland or Willow Point 
Elementary Schools). Parents 
wishing to register  their 
children for the Programme 
Francophone should contact 
Central Elem School.

Holly Arntzen in 
Concert

Mark March 11th on your 
calendars as an evening of hope 
and celebration through music. 
CAFIET Quadra brings you Holly 
Arntzen in a special concert 
to aid the East Timor relief 
efforts. Carol Foort, recently 
returned from East Timor, wrote 
from Jakarta: “The thorough 
devastation of the downtown 
area was certainly a shock 
(burned to the ground), but the 
people continue to be amazingly 
upbeat and open. My respect for 
them continues to grow.” Carol 
was able to meet representatives 
from several groups who are 
working diligently for the 
relief and development of an 
independent East Timor. Our 
funds will directly support one 
of these groups.

Holly Arntzen is very excited 
about returning to her old 
stomping ground to support 
this cause.

In one of Holly Arntzen’s 
tunes from her album “Its A 
Matter of Heart” she sings “I’m 
going to live the life I sing about 
in my songs.” And she has 
kept her word. The state of 
the environment and social 
justice issues are not just a 
theme in Holly’s music, but a 
driving force in her life. Over 
her 25-plus year career as a 
singer, songwriter, band leader 
and producer, Holly has made 
the environment, peace and 
education the guiding lights in 
her work.

But behind the grassroots 
work for social consciousness 
and environmental protection 
is the music of a gifted artist. 
Her lyrics are rich and heartfelt, 
her arrangements, earthy yet 
smartly styled. It is to the pure 

pleasure of her audiences that 
Holly brings her special talent 
in balancing “artistry and 
conscientiousness.” In Holly’s 
own words, music speaks to 
the emotions and expresses 
thoughts and feelings that 
can’t be put into words. Music 
provides a meeting place. Even 
if people don’t agree on an issue, 
music creates an open state of 
mind. 

The concert begins at 7:30 
at the Community Centre. 
Contacts: Carol at 285-2025 
or Annette at 285-2673. We 
welcome your support and 
assistance to make this event 
a success.

Quadra Island 
United Church 

invites you to the evening 
service on Sun. Feb. 20 at 
7:30 pm,  when First Nations 
Counsellor, Storyteller, and 
Mythologist, Wedlidi Speck, 
will be the guest speaker. 
Everyone is welcome. That 
morning there will be Sunday 
School, only, at 10:30 am. 

 Worship and Sunday 
School will be held at 10:30 
am on Sun. Feb.27. Following 
the service at approximately 
11:30 am, there will be a Pot 
Luck Lunch and Meeting to 
discuss the vision and plans 
for the Morning Worship and 
Sunday School. Everyone is 
most welcome to attend. 

 For Baptisms on Sun. 
Apr. 9, call Heather at the 
church office at 285-2141.
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Does eggs benedict on a Sunday  
morning sound good to you? Or  
how about dinner for two on a 

Thursday, Friday, or Saturday night? Check 
out the Kitchen Window restaurant at the 
Legion, where Renée Paquin is serving up 
quality meals at an affordable price. 

Open Thursday-Saturday nights from 5 to 
9 p.m. for dinner and Sundays from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. for brunch, the Kitchen Window 
began operating last October. Renée filled 
in last minute when a cook couldn’t make it 
to cater brunch at the Legion for 50 people 
one day, and that shift evolved into cooking 
at the Legion on a regular basis. 

For the first month the Kitchen Window 
was in operation, Renée had a business 
partner, Kirstie Barnett. When Kirstie 
returned to Australia, Renée continued 
working on her own. Sara Enns helps her 
prepare and serve Sunday brunch, but 
otherwise Renée usually does both the 
cooking and serving. 

During her years working as a server 
and bartender in the food and beverage 
industry, Renée has enjoyed occasionally 
making meal specials in local restaurants. 
This summer she ran the Lunch Truck, 
and now she is pleased to be putting her 
culinary abilities to work four shifts a week 
at the Legion.

“My parents are both chefs and I’ve 
always loved to cook,” said Renée. “My goal 
has always been to have a restaurant, and 
this is a great stepping stone to doing that 
without having to invest a lot of money.”

Renée said she is committed to ensuring 
the quality of every food item she serves is 
really good. Her attention to detail seems 
to be paying off, as the Kitchen Window is 
enjoying repeat clientele.

“Although it hasn’t been super busy 
except for the Sunday brunches, every 
single person who has come in to eat has 
been a repeat customer. It’s definitely a 
tough time of year to start a restaurant, but 
the repeat business makes me optimistic 
that it’ll work out,” Renée noted.

Renée offers a constantly changing menu. 
Her eggs benedict, served with ham or 
spinach, is becoming a coveted feature of 
the Sunday brunch.

“Eggs benedict is our specialty. People 
have said it’s the best eggs benedict they’ve 
ever had. I love eggs benedict and I make 
it the way I like it. I use real butter and I 

Business Profile
The Kitchen Window

by Tanya Storr
don’t skimp on the 
ingredients,” she 
said.

As well as eggs 
benedict, brunch 
customers generally 
have a choice of a 
standard breakfast 
(two eggs any style, 
ham or sausage, 
t o a s t  a n d  h a s h 
browns) or huevos 
rancheros.

The dinner menu 
varies, but there are 
usually two or three 
choices and Renée 
includes a vegetarian option. Thursday night 
is “jam” night with local musicians playing at 
the Legion, and the Kitchen Window often 
features pasta dishes that night.

On Friday nights, two diners can eat for 
the special price of $12.95. “It’s a very good 
deal for two full meals,” Renée pointed out. 
Like Friday’s menu, Saturday’s menu is 
always changing.

Some popular dinner items to date 
have included quesadillas, Creole food, 
Greek food, chicken cordon bleu, ham 
and scalloped potatoes, roast beef and 
Yorkshire pudding, and a six-layer vegetarian 
lasagna. 

“I’m trying to serve food that other 
restaurants on Quadra aren’t serving, so 
I can offer something different,” she noted.

Renée has started to add desserts to 
the menu, including fruit pies and warm 
ginger cake with lemon sauce. She strives 
to use organic produce whenever possible 
and always uses real butter and free range 
eggs. Everything on the menu is homemade 
from scratch.

Renée said it’s important to her to keep 
meal prices affordable. Dinner entrees are 
never more than $7.95 and eggs benedict 
costs $6.95 for a full order or $5 for a half 
order. 

“I love being able to provide quality food 
for people at a reasonable price. As long as 
the Kitchen Window has the support of local 
people, there’s no reason why that would 
have to change,” said Renée.

Dinners and brunch are available to eat 
in or take out, and everyone is welcome. 
On dinner nights a Legion member will sign 
diners in, and on Sundays there is no sign-in 

necessary. Bar service is available except 
on Sundays.  

“We’ve got free pool and a big screen t.v. 
The fact that the Legion is non-smoking now 
is really good for people bringing their kids 
for Sunday brunch. There’s lots of room for 
kids to run around. Coming here for a meal 
is a very social, inexpensive, and relaxed 
outing,” Renée observed.

When I dropped by the Legion on a 
Sunday to take photos for this article, there 
were people of all ages eating brunch. Shane 
Hedefine, who was sharing his breakfast 
with his two-year-old daughter, Sierra-Rae, 
said they come every Sunday.

“Sierra really enjoys it,” he told me.
Aldy Hart said he likes coming to the 

Kitchen Window’s Sunday brunch because 
of the great food and unpretentious 
atmosphere. Terry Hargreaves, who was 
enjoying an eggs benedict, described it as 
an “excellent, affordable breakfast”.

Sara Enns was helping Renée prepare 
and serve the brunch. She said she enjoys 
working in such a friendly, laid back 
environment.

Renée’s future plans for the Kitchen 
Window include holding theme nights such 
as a Greek Night. She mentioned that the 
Kitchen Window is also available to cater 
functions and bookings are welcome. 

Renée said she’d like to thank the Legion 
and Ladies Auxiliary for their support and 
for giving her the opportunity to operate in 
their facility. For more information about the 
Kitchen Window, call the Legion at 285-3121 
or drop in for dinner or Sunday brunch.

Renée Paquin cooking up brunch  Photo: Tanya Storr
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Harassment 
Officer

Training. 
Saturday February 19, 

2000    10am-5pm
T h i s  w o r k s h o p  i s 

designed for those people 
who may have to deal with 
a harassment complaint.  
Areas that will be covered 
include: BC Human Rights 
code,  what constitutes 
h a r a s s m e n t ,  h o w  t o 
conduct interviews with 
the complainant and the 
respondent, what to look 
for in your interviews, 
how to access whether 
harassment has taken place 
and what alternatives exist 
to deal with harassment.  

Participants wil l  also 
have an opportunity to 
deal with various scenario 
throughout the day and 
will have opportunities to 
practice doing interviews 
and  assess ing  var ious 
cases.   This wil l  be an 
interactive workshop with 
lots of discussion.

Reg is trat ion  is  open 
to everyone interested.  
Please phone 285 3243 to 
register. Free to islanders 
who volunteer in  various 
capacities. $25 per person 
otherwise.

Celebrate 
Yourself

Sunday, February 20th, 
11am-3pm, at the Quadra 
Island Community Center. 
Write this on your calendars. 
We have an incredible day 
planned for you. Admission 
is a toonie and there will 
be free draws, door prizes, 
interactive demonstrations, 
information, and great lunch 
and snack items. There is 
something for everyone. All 
kinds of different businesses 
are gearing up to show you 
how they can make you feel 
good. From your hair to 
your toes, your mind and 
your body can be taken care 
of- an interactive showcase 
you’ll have to experience for 
yourself.  And you’ll 
be helping Quadra Daycare 
raise funds to keep it in the 
black. Money raised will go 
to maintenance and running 
costs, as well as ongoing 
professional development. 
Quadra Daycare believes 
in caring for children for 
community’s sake. So if you 
haven’t yet signed up to be 
part of this event, there are 
still 3 or 4 spots left. Call 
Bobbi at 285-2833 to reserve 
your spot.

Quadra Island Arts 
Alliance

Quadra Island Arts Alliance 
Logo Contest is on now! For 
complete information, see 
Lois at Hummingbird Art 
and Office Supply down in 
the Cove. She has handouts 
which outline contest rules 
and requirements.  And 
don’t forget, the prizes are 
fabulous!! First and second 
prize are an original stone 
sculpture by Quadra artist 
Chris Rose. In addition, first 
prize will include a $50 cash 
award. Enter as often as your 
imagination will allow.

Our first Quadra Island 
Arts Directory is rapidly 
becoming a reality. If you 
are interested in being 
included in this, information 
and submission forms are 
available at Hummingbird. If 
you have questions, please 
do not hesitate to call Barb 
at 3008 or Chris at 3245. The 
deadline for participation in 
the Directory is February 29, 
2000. A rough draft will be 
available at Hummingbird 
for review from March 13 to 
March 18, so please come 
and make sure that your 
submission is included and 
says what you wanted it to. 
Remember, Quadra Island 
Arts Alliance is a group 
formed by Islanders - for 
Islanders.
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Parenting Is Not For Sissies

Darlene Booth RNC

Nor is it to be taken lightly.   
When you enter parenthood,  
it is without a doubt, the 

most important commitment you will 
undertake in your lifetime.  And if it 
isn’t, it very well should be.  Those 
who have taken the plunge will agree 
and those who are about to enroll - take 
note. You can read all the books that 
have ever been written but nothing will 
ever prepare you for the stark reality 
of parenthood.  It is a roller coaster of 
mixed emotions.  Tremendous highs 
and alternate lows.  Overwhelming joy 
and pride accompanied by unequaled 
worry and anxiety!  From the moment of 
conception or adoption, to perhaps the 
end of time…. Parenting is the ultimate 
challenge! 

It was over 16 years ago but I 
remember my first pregnancy like 
it was yesterday.  I thought I was so 
prepared.  I read all the right books, 
took all the right vitamins, refrained 
from unhealthy dietary practices and 
got plenty of rest.  I pondered how to 
decorate the nursery, I bought the latest 
gadgets from Fisher Price and stocked 
up on all my favorite childhood authors 
- Dr. Seuss, Mother Goose and various 
other children’s classics.  I vowed that 
my children would always come first,  
would never become sugar addicts, 
and would grow up to become healthy 
productive adults that would someday 
solve world hunger or develop a cure 
for the disease de jour!  At the very 
least find happiness in whatever they 
endeavor!

Oh, to be so young and so naïve!  The 
moment in which  my first child drew 
his first breath,  I knew that something 
major had shifted.  It was so primitive, 
so intimate that I was overwhelmed by 
the emotion.  It took me by surprise.  I 
had been prepared for everything I had 
read about except the full impact of a 
Mother’s love for her child.  It was then 
that I realized I would indeed lay down 
my life for the life of my children.  It was 
then that I realized that “Mother Bear” 
and I were not so unlike.  It is here that 
the journey truly begins. 

From that very first day you are 
faced with the responsibility of making 
decisions that will set a precedent 
for the quality of another human 
life.  To breast-feed or bottle-feed?  
To immunize, circumcise, let them 
cry, use cloth or disposable diapers? 
The list is endless.  Some decisions 
obviously more important than others 
but decisions just the same.

There are nights when you pace 
the floor with a screaming infant and 
you wonder if you will ever sleep 
again.  There are gut wrenching visits 
to the emergency ward as you watch 
the doctor sew your dare devil super 
kid back together,  and along the way 
you have your fair share of fevers, ear 
infections, rashes, aches, pains and 
abdominal upsets.  Hopefully most of 
us will never have to face anything 
more severe than the common cold, 
but occasionally the diagnosis is much 
more serious and then you need all the 
courage you can muster.   

When your child faces a more 
ominous diagnosis it is like someone 
just pulled the rug out from under you.  
Your quiet little existence suddenly 
becomes a whirlpool of emotional 
activity and you either tread water 
or start swimming for fear of being 
sucked under.   Often you don’t have 
the time or energy to think and your 
primitive survival instincts take over.  
Your children look to you for strength 
and they trust in your judgements and 
for this reason alone you have to stay 
strong.  Never let them see the doubt, 
the fear, and the confusion that is 
resonating in your very soul.  You save 
that for the long dark nights when you 
and your pillow share a moment.  

Your children will look to you for 
guidance [mental, spiritual, physical] 
and they deserve the very best that you 
can offer them.  Parents are the most 
important people in a young person’s 
life and we have many different shoes 
to fill.  As educators, disciplinarians, 
censors, sounding boards, friends 
and healers your children will learn as 
much from you as you will from them.  
My children are my greatest teachers.  
Good Health to You!
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Homeschooled?
Homeschooled kids and parents 

have been meeting on Wednesdays for 
affordable activities and socialization. 
Through the month of January we 
got together for lunch and afternoon 
skating. We also participated in a 
program at the museum where we 
learned about games which have 
been enjoyed through history and 
around the world. New faces are always 
welcome, both on a drop in basis and 
as regulars. If you are interested in 
participating, call Annette at 285-2673. 
Our meeting time and place can vary 
so call in advance. Bring your ideas for 
activities and add them to ours.

Friday Flicks
Gods and Monsters
February 25th, Community Centre
Doors- 7:30... Showtime - 7:45
Admission $4.50 - $3.50 students and 

seniors 
J a m e s  W h a l e  ( 1 8 9 6 - 1 9 5 7 )  w a s 

exceptionally gifted. Born to an English 
prole family at the grubby end of the 
social spectrum, he became elegant and 
successful, through his talents as actor, 
designer, and, most memorably, as director. 
After service in World War I, which included 
over a year as a POW he became a reasonably 
successful actor in London, then a highly 
successful director. Journey’s End, the first 
important candid play about the Great War, 
was directed by Whale, and this led to his 
engagement by Hollywood. He is chiefly 
remembered for Frankenstein, The Bride of 
Frankenstein, and The Invisible Man 

Gods and Monsters gives us Whale in the 
last months of his life. Long retired from 
filmmaking, Whale lives a life of consummate 
taste and loneliness, attended to by his 
faithful but disapproving housekeeper 
(Lynn Redgrave) and occasionally visited 
by his former lover (David Dukes). Whale 
has had a stroke that leaves him subject to 
memory storms; he’s gripped involuntarily 
by visual images of the past, most of it 
involving Whale’s Dickensian English 
childhood, fighting in the trenches as a 
soldier in World War I, and the Frankenstein 
years. Images collage from these significant 
periods in Whale’s life. 

Judging by its three Oscar nominations, 
one win and 20 other international awards 
to numerous to be listed, Gods and 
Monsters has met with strong approval. The 
screenplay was adapted by the director, Bill 
Condon, from a novel by Christopher Bram: 
Father of Frankenstein. Bram centered his 
novel on the retired director’s obsession 
with his gardener. The gardener, played by 
Brendan Fraser, is Bram’s invention, and 
clearly a conscious and witty variation on 
the hackneyed sexual fantasy of the virile 
manservant. The gardener serves to trigger 
Whale’s musings on the central themes 
of his past. The film follows this scheme 
scrupulously, departing from the novel only 
in the ways that film must: condensing long 
interior monologues into pithy sequences 
of action and dialogue, turning what is 
inside, out.

The key element in the mixture is, of 
course, McKellen. Imaginative transference 
between actor and part is complete. 
McKellen is hypnotic in this part, lending 
an absolute authority and dignity to even 
the most absurd of Whale’s strutting 
and posturing. Throughout this film he 
unearths bemusement, discord, loss and 
real eroticism. 

(Review sources: Salon, The London 
Standard, The Village Voice, Stanley 
Kaufman)

Rhythm Workout! 
Sunday Dennis returns with an exciting alternative 
approach to exercise. This class offers a gentle 
but full body workout based on African style 
movements. 
You will be focussed on a mixture of yoga based 
stretching,  breath awareness and strengthening. 
Sometimes live musicians will play for the class. 
Otherwise you will move to percussive, world 
music. It is $40/8 classes, Fridays at 9:30-10:30 
starting  March 3 to April 21. Phone Sunday at 
285 2633.

Millenium Book
On Quadra

The province of British Columbia, with 
the support of the Savings and Credit 
Unions of British Columbia and Forest 
Renewal BC is pleased to announce that 
pages from The British Columbia Book, 
a millenial project, will be available for 
residents of the Discovery Islands to 
add their signatures to this historic 
text. The pages from the book will be 
available for signing at either branch 
of Quadra Credit Union during regular 
office hours. Make your mark on the 
millenium!
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Money Matter$
by Steven Halliday

Over the last 20 years the function  
of a financial institution has  
u n d e rg o n e  a  t re m e n d o u s 

metamorphosis, from being a financial 
‘intermediary” that took in deposits and 
then lent out those funds into a financial 
supermarket that offers every conceivable 
product and instrument of a financial 
nature.  This includes selling stocks, mutual 
funds, estate planning and everything else 
including insurance products.  Nowadays 
the big banks are reporting humungous 
profits, the majority of which are generated 
by services other than the intermediary 
function.  Has this change been beneficial 
to the average consumer?

Absolutely!  One tremendous benefit 
of the change has been a major increase 
in the level of financial expertise of the 
average banker.  More and more staff 
are taking the necessary courses to be 
able to knowledgably deal with the more 
sophisticated investment products and 
the clients for those products.  In fact, if 
you know of anyone seeking or planning to 
seek employment at a financial institution 
the best thing they can do is get as much 
education in the field as possible, such as 

taking the Canadian Securities Course, in 
order to get their foot in the door.  Another 
great benefit has been the huge increase in 
the amount of competition in the industry.  
This of course has led to a much better deal 
for the consumer, as each institution stays 
on their toes to offer the best deal possible 
to their clients.  Higher rates on deposits and 
lower loan rates are the welcome result of 
stiff competition.

Today, your financial institution is able 
to deal with all of your financial needs 
under one roof.   In addition to the regular 
services one expects, you can also have your 
entire financial picture reviewed from the 
perspective of maximizing your investment 
yield, minimizing your credit costs, ensuring 
you have adequate insurance on yourself and 
your family, assisting with your retirement 
plan, and even encouraging to get your affairs 
in order, such as having a will prepared and 
kept up to date.  The Royal Bank now calls 
itself the Royal Bank Financial Group, but 
in point of fact all financial institutions are 
and have been able to offer this “group” 
of services for quite some time.   Every 
institution either offers directly or through 
referral a full financial planning service, 

some at no cost and some that are fee-
for-service.  Typically fees are paid by 
those that require a high level of service 
that may require specialized tax or legal 
advise, while the average Joe or Jane can 
expect to pay no fee.

Most people tend to neglect their 
finances, particularly the cost of credit.  
While everyone with a mortgage is 
generally very aware of current market 
rates, the majority either don’t know how 
much interest they are paying on their 
credit cards, or they don’t really care.  But 
the fact is that most people are paying 
too much.  Why do you think MBNA, an 
American company that deals only in 
credit cards, is making such a push into 
Canada?  They offer you a sweetheart rate 
like 8.9% to switch to their card, but after 
6 months the rate is right up there at 16 or 
18 percent.  Most people simply don’t pay 
attention to their cost of credit, and it is an 
excellent idea to let a professional review 
your finances to ensure you are using your 
credit wisely, not letting it use you.

The majority of the changes in the 
industry have been to the benefit of the 
consumer.  Better and broader services at 
lower prices are positive results from the 
maturing of the industry.  While the adage 
“don’t put all your eggs in one basket” is 
generally good advise, in this instance the 
ability to handle your finances all under 
one roof is generally the most efficient and 
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Thanks from CCAP
CCAP would like to thank the following 

businesses for their generous cash 
donations to the Addition project: 

 •Paradise Bay Seafarms                      
 •Quadra Is land Woodlot 
Licensees as follows;

Alex Hartford and Ellen Russell  
(WL 0025)                     

The Whittington family (WL 0042)  
Grant Hayden, Markus and Rolf 

Kellerhals (WL1610)                     
Coleen and John Marlow (WL1611) 
Jerry Benner (WL 1897)                     
John, Bill, and Nigel Ross (WL1898)
Karen and Mark Nighswander (WL 

1899)   Pledges donating materials 
and services are also rolling in to the 
Community Centre office.  We sincerely 
thank all those Quadra businesses who 
are supporting this project.  Now is the 
time to donate.  Contact Sandy Spearing 
@ 285-3243 

Diabetes Education
D i a b e t e s  E d u c a t i o n  D i n n e r 

w i t h  s p e a k e r s ,  F e b .  2 3 , 2 0 0 0  
5 p.m.-9 p.m. North Island College Cafeteria, 
1685 Dogwood St. Registration $5 - Dinner 
no charge. Further info and registration 
Myrt Thompson 287-9424

The Drawing Room
The Drawing Room Art Centre to be 

re-opening January 24th, 2000 with Life 
Drawing every Monday night 7:00 - 9:00 
p.m. $8 drop in fee. 

The Drawing Room is located 
Upstairs-rear of Village Square. Our 
spring shedule is now being planned, 
look for it to be out soon. 

Workshops to be offered are Creative 
Release, Colour Theory and Introduction 
to Airbrush Painting. Should you wish 
further information please call Astrid 
Johnston at 285-2008

Quadra Weather Stats
The following stats have been submitted to the Atmospheric 
Environment Service for the Heriot Bay South East Station: 
Month Rain  Min Temp Max Temp
Nov  305 mm 0.0  10.5
Dec  230 mm -0.5  8.0
Jan  151 mm -2.5  8.5

If anyone would like more details, I can be reached at:
puddlejumper98@Hotmail or 285-3144 (Sharron Hatelt) 

Quadra Players
Quadra Players is having a production 

meeting for the spring play “The Affections 
of May” on March 2/00 at 7:30pm at Patti 
Tillapaugh’s house, Anyone interested in 
working behind the scenes of this comedy 
by Norm Foster, phone Patti at 285-3839 for 
more details.

Minor Softball 
Registration

Mark your calendars with the 
following dates to register your child for 
minor softball. Our softball season runs 
from April to June, 2000. Registration 
dates, times and locations:

•Saturday, Feb. 19, 12-2pm, Q-Cove 
Plaza

•Saturday, March 4, 12-2pm, Heriot 
Bay Store

•Monday, March 6, 2:30-4pm, Quadra 
School

Please bring your child’s bir th 
certificate with you, as proof of birth 
date.

Cost per child is $35; $25 extra for 
sibling(s). You must have membership 
wi th  Quadra  Recr eat ion .  Any 
questions? Please call Michele Sjoholm, 

Bulletin Board

Got a short announcement? Something to give away? Lost or found? 
Post it on the Discovery Islander Bulletin Board a free service.

Lost Around the middle of January, 1 pair of 
Prescription Glasses, black frames. Lost in the Q-Cove 
area, or on the ferry. Call Rob, 285-2915

A small wooden dock has been found at Whaletown, 
Cortes Island. Should anyone know who the owners might 
be, please contact the Quadra Island RCMP at 285-3631 and 
quote file number 99-065
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As I sit in my uninsulated Japan  
apartment, in the middle of a cold  
winter, I fondly remember my recent 

journey: Christmas and New Years vacation on 
the island of Bali, Indonesia.

Yes, we all know about the horrific problems 
that are occurring in Indonesia right now, 
however, during my 18 day stay there, things were 
calm and secure. But now, I am afraid, it may be 
turning to violence. I believe that I visited Bali 
just in time and pray that all of my new friends 
are safe and out of dangers way.

After feeling so “tired” of Japanese food, and 
constant Japanese etiquette: shoes on, shoes 
off, eating fish heads and noodles, bowing and 
of course speaking broken Japanese, I was ready 
to escape to a touristy place, and boy, did I ever 
find it. In Bali, in the area of Kuta, the tourist is 
King (and the tourist is Money, one restaurant 
owner said to me). Yay, I get to think and speak 
in English all of the time. But during my first two 
days there, I was still bowing and asking simple 
questions in Japanese. How strange!

Being December and January, it was the middle 
of summer and being quite close to the equator, 
well, you can imagine the heat.  Having conquered 
the heat and humidity during Japan’s summer, I 
was semi-used to it, but still I found it quite hard 
to deal with at times. 

Kuta, the hotel, restaurant and shopping area 
of Bali, is a mass of tourists, taxis, hawkers, and 
thousands of motorbikes (a family of four on one 
bike is not an uncommon sight). The air during 
the 24 hour rush hour, was so full of exhaust, 
that my eyes would sting after a 30 minute walk. 
A walk along the very bumpy, pothole laden, and 

sometimes paved, sometimes gravel streets, often 
proved to be an adventure in itself. My advice to 
you: always have comfortable shoes on, do not 
bring your nice high heels and be careful of your 
ankles, as a few of my friends twisted theirs quite 
badly during our night time walks (a combination 
of beer and potholes, I suspect). Want to cross a 
street? As a pedestrian, all you can do is hold your 
breath and pray that you make it safely across. 
Those striped lines on the road? They are not 
cross walks, but merely pretty decorations! No 
one will stop for you.  

The nightclubs (open every night until about 
4:30 am) were the most popular meeting places 
for 100ís of tourists from all over the world. They 
were always filled with people having too much 
fun, wearing very little and of course drinking the 
famous Bali Bintang beer and “Jungle Juice”, a 
drink made with fruit juice and Arak (rice brandy). 
This drink proved to be quite dangerous to those 
who did not understand the potency of the local 
liqueur.  Beware!

After 10 days of extreme partying (The 
Millennium New Year’s celebration is a story 
all in itself, think ìdancing in the foam, bungy 
jumpers everywhere, naked people, craziness), 
making some wonderful friends, and staying at 
budget hotels, it was time for me to leave Kuta 
and travel around the island. I wanted to see the 
scenery, the people and to experience the culture 
that had been bumped out of the touristy areas.  
With my new group of friends, we took off on a 
week long adventure in two Jeeps.  The ìrealî Bali 
was breathtaking with Palm, Bamboo and Banyan 
trees, flowers dripping with beautiful perfume, 
emerald rice paddies, roaring rivers, and lush, 

dense jungles. We travelled to white beaches 
lined with exclusive resorts to small traditional 
villages where the women sauntered along the 
road with large bundles on their heads. Religious 
ceremonies were taking place all of the time and 
we were fortunate enough to visit a few sacred 
temples where the action was.

At Pura Goa Lawah, the Bat Cave Temple, my 
fellow travellers and I were warmly welcomed ( 
and asked for monetary donations).  This temple, 
built near a bat cave, unfortunately was a popular 
tourist trap, as evident from the hoards of little 
girls trying to sell their crafts. Just escaping from 
them was a chore (Yes, I ìcavedî in and bought a 
beautifully decorated wooden egg and was also 
given a necklace made from seeds.  Who can 
resist their cries? Not many people. These girls 
were Baliís future hawkers in training).  Once 
we made it to the actual bat cave, we were all 
quite captivated by itís existence. Thousands of 
bats hung from the cave, and although the air 
was pungent from their droppings, we could not 
seem to leave the area.  Since it was the middle 
of the day, none of the bats were flying around 
our heads, which would have been a little bit too 
much excitement for me (reminiscent of having 
a bat in my Quadra home, our family  running 
around shrieking like there was a vampire in our 
house).  These “Holy” bats were the nicest I had 
ever met.

With wonderful friends and exciting adventures 
in Bali (monkeys, shopping, watching the 
traditional dances, bargaining, avoiding the local 
water at all costs, and on and on and on), it was 
hard to leave, but of course I had to return to my 
job at the Junior High School.  Back to reality, 
which isnít all that ìrealî anyway, even after 6 

by Katherine Rankin

Postcards from Bali
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Join Island Choirs
The North Island chapter of the British 

Columbia Choral Federation is delighted 
to present a singing workshop with guest 
director, Gerald van Wyck. The workshop 
is scheduled for Saturday, February 
19, 2000, from 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM at 
the Comox Pentecostal Church at 1919 
Guthrie Avenue, in Comox. 

Gerald van Wyck is the artistic director 
of the BC Boys Choir, as music director at 
West Vancouver United Church, he leads 
a 40-voice choir with a core of professional 
singers.  

Choristers will present a mini-concert 
at 3:30 PMAll members of the public are 
invited, admission by donation.

The workshop will cost $20 per person, 
$26.50 if you want a lunch provided— 
sandwich, salad, and beverage. Register 
before February 12. For information and 
registration, contact: Nanci Cook at 285-
3105 or Donna Garber at 923-3805.

“Swing into Spring”
What better way to celebrate the warm 

weather headed our way than to attend 
the “Swing into Spring” Fashion Show. 
This gala event, based on the trendy swing 
dance craze, is being held at the Timberline 
Secondary School, in the cafeteria, on 
February 22 from 7pm - 9pm. Proceeds 
from the sales of the tickets go towards a dry 
grad celebration following the ceremonies 
on June 03, 2000. Over 20 retail businesses 
have responded to this event by offering in 
kind for door prizes. To make the evening 
complete, Jennifer Durrant, a 1998 graduate 
of Timberline and songstress extraordinaire, 
will perform four swing tunes accompanied 
by a swing dance trio consisting of Sonja and 
Andy Britton with Naomi Hull. Tickets for 
this occasion are available at the Timberline 
Secondary School main office from 8am to 
3pm Monday to Friday at the price of $8 a 
ticket up until the day of the event. Don’t 
miss the excitement and help support the 
Y2K Grads celebrate in a safe, fun-filed 
environment.

Seedy Saturday
Community Seed Swap & Show

Grains-Herbs-Fruits-Vegetables-
Trees-Flowers

Filberg Centre, Courtenay, March 
4th, 2000, 10am - 4pm. Bring your 
own special seeds to trade. Purchase 
open-pollinated seeds from BC-owned 
companies.

Workshops:
11 am: Richard Porter, Native Plants
12 noon: Dan Jason, Growing 
Grains
1 pm: Carolyn Herriot, Saving Seeds

Displays/Manure Sale. Enjoy lunch 
at ‘Seedy Cafe’. Admission $3 - kids 
under 12 free, door prizes. Organized by 
Comox Valley Growers & Seed Savers. 
For more info. contact us at (250) 337-

Celebrate with Laughter
International women’s Day, born out 

of women’s protest of inhumane working 
conditions in garment factories in the 19th 
century, has evolved to an annual event in 
which men and women globally celebrate 
how  far women have come in their struggle 
for equality and peace as they reflect on 
what yet needs to be done.

In Campbell River the Day will recognized 
by two events: Girl Guides will once again 
pass out packages of wildflower seeds to 
shoppers on Saturday, March 4th. And 
on Tuesday, March 7th at 7:00. Women 
and men are invited to the Legion Hall, 
301-11th Ave., for an evening of laughter 
with THEATREWORKS COMEDY TROUPE 
performing “THEATRE SPORTS.” The 
door will open at 6:00. The show starts at 
7:00. From 6:00 on refreshments may be 
purchased and a display by local women 
artists will be in place. In consideration of 
ferry travellers, the show ends just before 
9:30. The Legion Hall is smoke free, bright 
and clean and comfortably seats 120.

In order to provide an opportunity to 
laugh in commemoration of International 
Women’s Day for as many as possible, 
the organizing committee consisting of 
representation from Ann Elmore House, 
Women’s Sexual Assault and The Women’s 
Centre are offering tickets for $5 each. 
Tickets are now on sale at The Women’s 
Centre, Page 11 Books and Inner Odyssey 
Books & Sound. Last year’s Fabulous Ms 
Adventures was a sell out performance. Buy 
your tickets now to avoid disappointment. 

$$ for Phone Books
Students may earn money recycling 

old phone books.
Students can earn 20cents for every 

BCTel phone book they recycle. This 
is an easy way to raise money for grad 
activities, sports, dance, theatre and 
any other school related programme.

Last year over 90,000 BCTel phone 
books were delivered to homes and 
businesses all over the Regional District. 
That’s about 70 tonnes of paper that 
now needs to be recycled as the year 
2000 books are being delivered.; In Jan/
Feb 1999, less that 30% of the previous 
years old phone books were recycled, 
and students still earned over $10,000 
for their efforts.

Old telephone directories - from 
1985 onward can be dropped off at the 
school of your choice. Call your local 
school or school board office to find out 
which schools are taking advantage of 
this fund raising opportunity.

Please remember that students 
will only receive 10cents for Western 
Directories. The company does not 
want their books to be recycled at this 
time of year.

For more information about this 
initiative or other waste reduction 
questions call: Echo Hiebert, Waste 
Reduction Coordinator, 334-6025, 1-800-
331-6007, ehiebert@rdcs.bc.ca

Mitlenatch
February 18, Friday Mitlenatch talk and 

video 8 pm                                       QI Community 
Centre     Dr. Tom Reimchen, University of 
Victoria biologist will give a talk and show a 
video about his research on the interaction 
of bear and salmon on the growth rate and 
health of  BC’s coastal forests. Mitlenatch 
Field Naturalists,  Friday, February 18,  8 pm 
at the QI Community Centre. 

Trails Committee  
The Quadra Island Trails Committee 

spring maintenance program will commence 
on Saturday February 26, 2000. The March 
dates will be Wednesday March 8 and 
Saturday March 18.      We will meet at the 
Heriot Bay Store parking area at 9:00 am.      
Please wear good walking or hiking shoes 
and bring gloves and a lunch. If you have 
pruning clippers these will be helpful.      For 
more information please call Jim Thomson 
at 285-2393.      Our trails are an Island asset. 
Your help will be appreciated.
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Provincial Woodlot 
Licence Program on 

Quadra Island.
Dear Editor,
Recently, three or more woodlot 

licence tenures were awarded on 
Quadra Island, bringing the total 
number of woodlot licences on 
the island to seven. These seven 
licences encompass 2,700 hectares 
of Crown land that is managed in a 
way that considers all forest values, 
including (in no specific order) 
recreation, tourism, botanical forest 
products, visual qualities, wildlife, 
fisheries, fisheries habitat, wildlife 
habitat, biodiversity, water, and 
timber production.

Each licensee proposes an 
allowable annual cut for their 
woodlot, based on all forest values 
and input from the local community. 
Generally, approximately 60 to 80 
percent of a woodlot’s annual timber 
growth potential is harvested each 
year, ensuring continuous forest 
cover.

As  pa r t  o f  the i r  fo re s t 
management responsibilities, 
woodlot licensees are required to 
prepare forest development plans 
that are presented to the public 
and Crown agencies for review 
and comment. The Crown agencies 
include: Ministry of Environment, 
Lands and Parks; Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada; and the Ministry 
of Small Business and Tourism 
(as these woodlot licences are 
within a special management zone 
under the Vancouver Island Land 
Use Plan.) The Ministry of Forests 
reviews the plans and comments 
from the Crown agencies and the 
public prior to giving the final 
approval for the pan. Over the years, 
many comments received from the 
public of Quadra Island have been 
accepted and plans have been 
amended.

The process of community 
meetings on woodlot licences 
resulted in a further 130 hectares of 
Provincial forest land adjacent to a 
woodlot licence being removed from 
future harvesting opportunities to 
protect and enhance the Geneva 
Trail and other forest values in 
the area. There is also a total of 
737 hectares of land within the 
Quadra Woodlot Licences that is 
reserved from harvest to enhance 
forest values other than timber 
production.

In addition to the 2,700 hectares 

of Crown land, a further 330 hectares 
of private land on Quadra Island 
was brought into the woodlot 
licence program by successful 
applicants. That’s 330 hectares 
that will be managed under these 
sustained yield forest management 
concepts and in recognition of 
community interests.

The Quadra Island woodlots 
provide numerous benefits to the 
local community and economy, 
including,

• steady employment for eight 
local woodlot licences ( some 
woodlots are held by more than 
one family);

•employment for local road 
builders ( approximately five 
kilometres of road is built/upgraded 
annually);

• employment for local loggers 
who harvest a total of approximately 
17,000 cubic meters of timber 
annually from Quadra woodlot 
licences;

•employment for local silviculture 
contractors ( 20,000 to 25,000 trees 
are planted annually and 10 to 20 
hectares annually are spaced or 
pruned);

•local employment through 
botan ica l  fores t  products 
collection;

• 22.5 kilometres of hiking 
trails developed/maintained in 
cooperation with the local Trails 
Committee and woodlot lincensees, 
and

• an accessible venue for local 
tourism trekking operations 
(licenced through the Ministry of 
Environment, Lands and Parks).

Sincerely,
Jim Simpson
Woodlot Licence Coordinator, 

Ministry of Forests, Campbell River 
Forest District

Sierra Quadra
A Maturing Sense 
of Community

A community is a place when 
people are conscious and respectful 
of each other. Quadra, of course, has 
always been a community and the 
tradition of helping, sharing and 
working together has been a large 
and important part of its history. 
Indeed, the quality of our lives on 
Quadra is due in great measure to the 
collective efforts of people working 
together toward a shared goal. The 
fire department is a community 
effort. So is the ambulance service. 
Even the Credit Union. 

The Quadra Community Centre 
stands as tangible evidence of people 
labouring together for the benefit 
of all. Try to count the number of 
people who have made this a reality. 
They have provided a meeting place, 
a concert stage and an exercise 
location, not to mention baseball 
diamonds, horse riding rings, tennis 
courts, a skateboard park and hiking 
and riding trails.  

Even Quadra’s parks, comprising 
about 13% of the island, are 
community sites, places of neutral 
ground where we agree that no 
one will do anything to offend a 
commonly acknowledged respect 
for nature. 

As a community grows, the 
inevitable interaction between 
people increases and the structure 
become more complex. On Quadra, 
we have already moved through 
the initial stages of this complexity. 
In addition to basic community 
amenities, we also have zoning, by-
laws and an Official Community Plan 
which curtail our individual rights in 
favour of the collective harmony and 
well-being that must be assured if we 
are to live together. 

The inevitable consequence 
of living together is a collision 
between our individual rights and 
our community responsibilities. The 
degree to which we can live together 
and profit from the presence of each 
other is the degree to which we are 
willing to yield some of our individual 
freedoms. If we were to live only by 
ourselves, we would be free to do as 
we wished; when we live with others 
in a community, that unbridled 
freedom is curtailed.

Once we built a community hall 
and for a while it operated without 
cost to the community. Then we 
agreed to fund its operation with 
taxes so it could be heated, staffed 
and improved to meet the growing 
demands of an increasing number of 
people living on Quadra. We needed 

some form of local government so we 
pay taxes to fund a regional district. 
And we pay taxes for libraries, schools, 
hospitals, ferries, fire protection and 
roads. In exchange, we receive the 
amenities of a civilized life. 

A civilized life preserves the 
integrity of its individual members. 
But it also makes demands of them 
so they can function as an organized 
community. The rewards are evident: 
we can do things together what 
we cannot do alone. Perhaps this 
is the most important contribution 
of human society. The formation of 
the Quadra Island Conservancy and 
Stewardship Society (QICSS) to raise 
money for the protection of property 
on Morte Lake was an amazing 
exercise in community effort. So 
was the effort to build the Quadra 
Community Centre. And now the 
CCAP project to fund its expansion is 
another example of what can be done 
when people pool their energies. 
So too is the building of low-cost 
seniors’ housing, a project we can 
accomplish better together than by 
private initiative.

The same may apply to affordable 
hous ing .  A  comprehens ive 
development plan controlled by the 
community may be better equipped 
to provide a mix of property values 
than market-driven sales by a private 
developer whose principal objective 
is usually maximizing profits. If 
affordable housing is integrated 
into an entire planning process and 
subsidized by other more expensive 
properties, it may have a better 
chance of becoming a reality. Maybe 
we can do some things better by 
working with each other than against 
each other.

As Quadra Island grows and 
matures, we will be constantly 
rebalancing individual freedoms 
against community responsibilities. 
The process will not always be easy 
or comfortable. And this was most 
evident at the Raven public meeting 
on the afternoon of February 13th.

Ostensibly, the question at that 
meeting was whether we are a 
collection of separate individuals who 
will create the character of the island 
through the inadvertence of our 
independent initiatives, or whether 
we are a community that is willing to 
work together toward a shared vision. 
We are in the challenging process 
of defining that vision and creating 
Quadra’s future. 

Ray Grigg
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I was recently a guest speaker at the 
Quadra Island Seniors OAP organization 
and the subject of communication 
between the police and the community 
came up.  It is apparent that unless you 
require us for something or you meet 
one of us briefly at the coffee shop or 
the gas station, you don’t really get to 
know us and that’s a shame, for we are 
also your neighbours.  We are part of 
this community.

Each community has its safety 
concerns and priorities and although 
we, the police officers, can identify 
some of these concerns, we should also 
hear from you.  We should involve you 
in priority setting and action planning.  
We should tell you what we’re doing 
and we should ask for your help when 
needed.  For too long the police have 
set themselves apart, shouldered some 
responsibility and ignored others and 
kept their neighbours in the dark.

This is changing.  We want to work 
with you in keeping our community a 
safe and enjoyable place to live, work 
and play.  I believe our first step is to 
open the lines of communication.  This 
can be done with: Open public forums, 
media articles, surveys, participation 
in groups and societies such as the 
Quadra Island Safety Council.  Existing 
programs such as: Crimestoppers, 

Coastal Watch, wilderness Watch and 
many others require community input 
and participation.  We are also not 
restricted to existing programs but can 
develop our own to fit with this unique 
community.

We will, from now on, endeavour to 
share with the community information 
on what is happening, safety and 
prevention tips, upcoming events, 
progress made on different projects 
and any relevant topics.  We welcome 
topic suggestions from anyone in the 
community.  

Hint of the week:
If you are victim of a crime, even if it 

is minor in nature, please report same 
to the police.  Granted, sometimes there 
may be little we can do but by reporting 
it you ensure that we are aware of 
emerging crime patterns.  Recently, we 
recovered stolen property but as the 
incident had not been reported, we 
did not know who owned the property. 
Fortunately, the theft was eventually 
reported and the owner received 
his property back.  Several reported 
incidents will also increase the priority 
and may, combined to each other, 
surface valuable clues.

By Cpl. Gérard Choquette
NCO I/c Quadra Detachment

The many benefits of cultural diversity 
in B.C. are the focus of Multiculturalism 
Week, February 13-19. Like organizations 
across the province, the Museum is hosting 
events that week which emphasize cross 
cultural appreciation and understanding. 
One of these is Ikebana: Spectacle for the 
Millennium. On February 19th Yoko Jensen 
and her students in the Sogetsu Ikebana 
School of Japanese Flower Arranging 
will create and display exquisite floral 
arrangements in the Museum foyer. 

   Ikebana is a Japanese word that means 
flower arranging. It is an art form with 
origins dating back to the 6th Century. In 
Japan there are eight different recognized 
schools of flower arranging, of which the 
Sogetsu School, founded in 1927, is the most 
recent. The Sogetsu School is also the most 
unconventional; it ventures beyond the use 

Multiculturalism Week
of strictly flowers and plant materials and is 
limited only by space and imagination. 

Yoko and her graduate students will also 
decorate the Museum foyer for the United 
Nations proclaimed Day for the Elimination 
of Racism, March 21. On that date, guest 
speaker Dr. Midge Ayukawa will give an 
illustrated presentation Explaining the 
Silence describing the Japanese Canadian 
experience and the political and social 
climate preceding, during and following 
their “evacuation” from the west coast.

“Ikebana: Spectacle for the Millennium” 
will be on display during Museum on 
Saturday February 19th, from noon to 
5:00pm. Entrance is by museum admission 
and is free to members. The museum is 
located at 5th Avenue and Island Highway. 
For more information call 287-3103.

Your RCMP - Working with you!
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Island Forum

Articles, letters and artwork are all welcome for publication under Island Forum
The opinions expressed herein are those of the writers and do not represent the views of the publishers.

Submissions must be signed and include a phone number (for verification only). Items may be edited for content or layout considerations.

Next deadline 7pm February 28th

It wasn’t long after I arrived here 
that I began to hear about a cabal on 
the island who thought they knew 
what was best for everybody on 
the island and were in the process 
of trying to take control of Quadra’s 
political landscape. Their modus 
operandi appeared to be forcing 
people to stay away from open 
meetings at the Community Centre. 
Being the socialist that I am, I kept 
my ear to the ground hoping to find 
out who was in this cabal.  After 
having my head stepped on quite 
a few times (I guess that explains 
the hair) I decided I had enough 
information to proceed with my 
investigation.  There seemed to be 
three theories:  One, the Sierra Club.  
I wasn’t sure what a Sierra club 
looked like but I figured it had to be 
pretty big (probably with spikes on 
it) if it was big enough to intimidate 
even the loggers and fishermen on 
the island. Two,  a small group of 
people on the island had made a 
pact with the devil.  Three, I heard 
a lot of people talking about some 
kind of Ray.

After an exhausting investigation 
including steak outs (these take 
a hard toll on a vegetarian), some 
undercover work (we’ll leave her 
name out of this), and some long 
hours in the liebrary (why don’t 
they call it a truthbrary); I came 
away secure in the knowledge that 
the Sierra Club was the same group 
that make those calendars with 
flowers and stuff.  They didn’t seem 
like the kind of group that would 
intimidate people but they were 
the only lead I had so I decided to 
go to one of their meetings.

The first person I met there was 
Dan Bingham.  Now I’ve always 
believed that the eighteen wheeled, 
ton and a half bicycle he rides could 
only have been made in hell but 
Dan himself has never struck me as 
a pact with the devil kind of person. 
I watched carefully as all the rest 

of the group came into the church 
but none had cloven feet and as 
the meeting progressed it became 
apparent that the only horns in the 
place belonged on the dilemmas. 
They seem only to be concerned 
with the environment, and taking 
hikes and generally enjoying the 
stuff that the owner of the building 
had made and which people seem 
bent on destroying.  Suddenly the 
whole audacious preciousness of 
what was happening struck me 
like a locomotive. These people 
were trying to decide what was 
best for other people.  Creeping 
around in church basements. Using 
the democratic process…. I felt 
suddenly sick to my stomach.  Why, 
they were no better than the people 
of the civil rights movement or for 
the emancipation of women.  It was 
people like this who first formed 
the unions that lead to better 
working conditions for loggers 
and miners and…. Wait a minute…
someone has tossed an idealogue 
on the tracks and derailed my train 
of thought.  I apologize.

A quarter of the way through the 
meeting Ray showed up.  Let me tell 
you what a disappointment that 
was.  I was expecting some kind of 
Death Ray or at least some weird 
mind control Ray, but he turned out 
to be a bit of a Ray of Sunshine.  So, 
there I was……… clueless. As luck 
would have it I’ve spent so much 
time in that state I’m thinking of 
talking out dual citizenship, so I 
wasn’t as daunted as many others 
might have been. 

Fortunately, there was a public 
meeting called that very weekend 
to discuss the fairy price hikes.  
Since it was obvious that we were 
talking about an evil fairy, I was 
sure I would see the cabal working 
to keep people away from the 
meeting.  So what happens?  I go 
to the meeting and the place is 
packed..  If the Mounty hadn’t been 

there I would have guessed they 
were giving away free beer.  So 
why had the cabal not kept people 
away from this meeting?  Nobody 
seemed to be blaming anyone for 
this meeting, except perhaps Dan 
Miller, but let’s face it the NDP have 
been wearing the scapegoat horns 
for so long now  we’re not sure 
who’s getting fleeced anymore.  

I had just about given up thinking 
that there was some sort of strong 
arm tactic going on when lo and 
behold I hear that 430 people 
signed a petition against looking 
into developing a corporation to 
help Islanders take charge of their 
own destiny but only 111 of them 
could make it to the meeting.  So, 
I’m back on the job and when I find 
out who kept those people away 
from the meeting I’ll let you know.

Chris Thompson

A Report From the Red Headed League It’s No Joke
Dear Editor:  
Why is it that some people 

think it is OK to tell a “Newfie” 
joke to a newfoundlander.  They 
wouldn’t tell a “chink” joke to a 
chinese, a Jewish joke to a Jew, 
a “Packie” joke to an East Indian.  
Why then is it all right to tell an 
insulting, racist Newfie joke to 
my face generally in front of a 
lot of people to make it doubly 
insulting and embarrassing.  I 
am sick and tired and fed up 
with these ignorant people.  
I am a Newfoundlander, my 
parents are Newfoundlanders, 
my grandparents  were 
N e w f o u n d l a n d e r ,  m y 
great grandparents were 
Newfoundlanders. I can trace 
my family back to the time of 
Elizabeth 1 in Newfoundland 
they have been merchants, 
innkeepers, fishermen, lawyers, 
doctors, nurses, soldiers, 
teachers.  I come from a proud 
hard working background and 
who do these people think 
they are that they can ridicule 
me, my family, and every other 
Newfoundlander?  Newfie Jokes 
are not funny, they are insulting 
and racist.  

Sharon Brereton
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VICTORIA — Actions taken 
by the provincial government on 
recommendations made by the 
Premier’s Summit on Economic 
Opportunity — Island/Coast 
Communities were outlined by 
Premier Dan Miller today as he 
released a summary of summit 
proceedings.

North Island MLA Glenn 
Rober tson,  the  summit ’s 
advisory committee co-chair, 
joined Miller in releasing the 
155-page summary, which is 
being mailed to the more than 
300 delegates involved.  The 
summit was held Oct. 20-22 at 
Courtenay and Campbell River.

“The  summit  gave  the 
par t ic ipants  f rom Is land 
and Coast communities the 
opportunity to talk to each 
other and with government 
officials about new ways to 
strengthen and diversify the 
region’s economy — ways that 
reflected the region’s needs and 
took advantage of its strengths,” 
Miller said.

“At the plenary session, I told 
the delegates that not all of the 
summit’s recommendations 
would be implemented by the 
government.  Those that can, 
will be.  And reasons will be 
given for those that cannot be 
implemented,” he said.

Miller listed some of the key 
actions taken by the provincial 
government to date on the 
summit’s recommendations:

• T o  m e e t  l o c a l 
governments’ needs, a summary 
land-use plan for Vancouver 
Island will be released soon.  
The summit identified the 
plan’s finalization as a priority.  
The summary updates and 
consolidates the 1994 land-
use plan and subsequent 
government  repor ts  and 
decisions on protected areas, 
special management zones, 
the forest land reserve and the 
coastal zone.  A draft ‘higher-
level plan’ prepared under the 
Forest Practices Code of B.C. 
Act will be released for public 
review at the same time.

• To increase efficiency 
in issuing water licenses, the 
government is introducing a 
streamlined ‘quick licensing’ 
process  for  low-vo lume , 
low- impact  water  l icense 
applications.  It has also taken 
the lead in developing, with 
the Nanaimo Regional District 
and the federal Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans, a 
memorandum of agreement on 
administration of water permit 
regulations.

• T o  e n c o u r a g e 
diversity, small business and 
value-added jobs, and to show 
leadership in sustainable forest 
management, the small business 
forest enterprise program is 
developing a province-wide 
environmental management 
system.  It is also testing the 
application of three different 
certification assessment systems 
to determine which works best 
for the program and its clients.

To help develop a strategic 
vision for a sustainable fishery 
and to build on the province’s 
natural assets, a province-
wide survey is under way on 
the economic impact of sport 
fishing in British Columbia.  
This includes the creation of 
a standard assessment tool to 
accurately define the economic 
benefits generated by freshwater 
and tidal sport-fishing.

• To  h e l p  p ro m o t e 
cultural and ecotourism, the 
government is investing $50,000 
under the community enterprise 
program in the Salish Sea 
community mapping project.  
It involves mapping natural, 
cultural and historical points of 
interests on the islands in the 
Strait of Georgia by community 
groups, artists and First Nations, 
and publishing an atlas.

• To carry out a marketing 
plan that includes developing 
the First Nations visitor industry, 
the government has invested 
$50,000 under the community 
enterprise program in a project 
spearheaded by Mt. Waddington 

Community Futures.   The 
project also provides training 
and job development skills and 
promotes ongoing relationships 
between the forest and tourism 
sectors on the north Island.

• To encourage new 
business development, a new 
community venture capital 
corporation was formed to 
raise $1.2 million for a Nanaimo 
printing company.

• To increase access to 
education and training, more 
than 400 young people in the 
north Island are getting skills, 
training and jobs through 
the Youth Community Action 
and Student Summer Works 
programs.

• T o  h e l p  y o u n g 
people develop the skills to 
become entrepreneurs, YouBet 
and Visions for the Future 
workshops were held in various 
Island communities including 
Port Hardy, Courtenay and 
Nanaimo.  More than 500 youth 
participated.

• To put waste products 
to use, the government is 
developing a list of waste 
materials that are suitable 
for application to agricultural 
lands.

Miller said he is confident 
the appropriate ministers under 
a new premier, who will be 
chosen on Feb. 20, will meet 
the commitment he made at 
the summit’s plenary session to 
report within six months on the 
status of all recommendations 
involving government actions.

“The government will be 
proactive in encouraging local 
initiative in response to the 
summit’s recommendations 
while also making sure that 
government programs support 
reg ional  needs  wherever 
possible,” he said.
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The Ministry of Environment, Lands 
and Parks is asking dog owners to 
keep their dogs on leashes to prevent 
them from chasing deer or harassing 
wildlife.

Each year an undetermined number 
of wildlife die as a result of dogs chasing 
or harassing them

Across the province, snow conditions 
drive deer into valleys searching for 
food. At this time of year, deer and other 
wildlife are very weak compared to a 
well-fed, house hold pet. A five minute 
chase can lead to an exhausted deer 
that may die. Deer may be frightened 
into swimming beyond their capability 
or running over cliffs or into a barbed 
wire fence. In the spring, does will 
often abort their fetuses following a 
chase; young fawns are most vulnerable 
against dogs in early summer.

A dog’s natural instinct is to chase 
wildlife. It is a dog owner’s responsibility 
to control their dogs to  prevent damage 
to wildlife.

Suggest tips for dog owners:
• Do not allow your dog to chase deer 

or other wildlife including birds
• Keep your dogs controlled and 

on a leash. Dog control legislation is 
enforced throughout the province and 
fines are imposed for infractions.

• In accordance with the Wildlife 
Act, it is a violation for a dog to hunt 
or pursue wildlife.

• Conservation or Police Officers 
may destroy a dog harassing wildlife. 
In addition, charges may be laid against 
owners. Fines range up to a maximum 
of $5,000.

• If your dog happens to get off its’ 
leash be sure you can stop him from 
chasing any type of wildlife.

• Ensure your dog understands 
basic commands like “no”, “come” or 
“heel”.

• Report wildlife harassment to your 
local Conservation Office or Observe, 
Record and Report number at 1-800-
663-WILD (9453)

• Respect all types of wildlife

Dogs Threaten 
Wildlife


