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May Day Dance
Jermey Walsh Band

Quadra Recreation Society’s:

M

ay Day is a volunteer-powered
, non-commercial, traditional
community event, first held on
Quadra in 1898. The Recreation Society
Board of Directors thanks the many dozens
of people who contribute to the event in big
and little ways and wish everyone a happy,
joy filled, sunny day!
POSTERS: See more details on posters by
Leslie Matthews.
PARKING: On arriving at Rebecca Spit,
please do not park beyond the park gate as
the parade floats, etc. need room to set up. All
floats will end up in the parking lot after the
parade so please don’t expect to follow the
parade up to the parking lot! It will already be
full. Thank you Paul Ryan and Larry Waddell
for gate control.
SHUTTLE SERVICE: This is donated by
Heriot Bay Inn. The van will make trips to
and from the Spit from 9-10 a.m. and the from
2-3 p.m. If you are walking down the Spit road
and have a box lunch, small children or are
a senior citizen etc., just give a wave. They’ll
pick you up. [Thanks H.B.I.]
PARADE: Get your neighbourhood,
business, or group together and challenge
other groups to out-do your float! There
are the Credit Union Trophy for best float
and Clandenning trophy for best kid’s
costume; prize money for costumes, bike,
walkers. [Many say the best fun of May Day
is in the parade line up...so come on and get
involved!] Thank you judge anonymous and
parade marshalls, Mia Frishholz and Jeanie
Stoppard.
GREASE POLE: Doug and Gretchen Peters
grease the pole and monitor the contestants.
No pyramids please. Note at the top tells the
winner to collect $50 from the person at the
information table. (“One person boosts are
o.k. and wiping the grease off with a shirt is
one way we can go home before next May
Day”, says Gretch.)
GRADE 6 PICNIC: May Day is a time to
honour the Grade 6 class which will be leaving
for Campbell River next year. Check out the
last picnic table with the balloons. Thanks
Sara Boyes and parents for organizing this.
M.C. : Colin Liseth will keep the ball
rolling.
QUEEN AND COURT: Speech contestants
in Grade 6 deliver a speech at the Community
Centre 2 weeks before May Day. The winner
is the May Queen and runners up are in the
court. This is done in the spirit of honouring
the Grade Sixes’ transition to high school next
year and having the whole age group being
“special” at May Day. Thanks, Robin Beaton
for guiding this process. Former May Queens
are the speech contest judges.
STAGE: Thanks to Mel Doak for supplying
and setting up the stage; and grade 6 parents
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May Day

Schedule of Events and
who does what when...

“A Novel Idea/What’s your favourite story?” is
the theme of May Day 2003. Join your friends and
neighbours in a big community picnic at Rebecca
Spit, Saturday May 24, 2003.
Celebrate the coming of Spring and Summer
with colour, costumes, floats, music--the more
zany and bizarre the better! Let your imaginations
soar, representing any of the best novels you’ve
read, or your favourite story. For the very clever:
demonstrate “a novel idea.” Get your friends, or
the neighbourhood gang involved in a float....
8:30 a.m.

Gates open for parade
entries.

9:00-10

Free shuttle from Heriot
Bay Inn to the Spit.

10:00

Parade starts from beginning
of Spit to the parking lot.

11:00

Official ceremonies.

12:00 ish

Box Lunch auction. Face
painting. Concession.

12:30 ish

Afternoon entertainment
begins.

1:15 ish

Foot races begin.

1:30

Sailboat race begins.

2:00-3:00

Shuttle back to H.B.I.

***Please leave your dogs at home!***

for decorating it. Thanks Mel, also for the
donating the porta-potties!
MAY DAY DEDICATION: Each year a
citizen who has given positive service to
the community over a lengthy period of
time is honoured.
SOUND: Howard Bailey is supplying the
sound system for the stage.
MAY POLE DANCERS: Barrie Calverley
and Inger Crighton prepare the Grade 3
dancers for the traditional May Pole dance.
Bravo Barrie !
BOX LUNCH AUCTION: Please support all
the local businesses who donate magnificent
“box” lunches each May Day. This is a big
fund-raiser for next year’s May Day. Get your
friends together to bid and have a marvellous
banquet. Deb Manery (Garde) and Julie
Frank are organizing this. Check out Beaver
Clandenning as the auctioneer!
CONCESSION: Mega-thanks to Gerry Enns
and the Heriot Bay store staff for taking on
the concession organizing, especially Sherry
MacTavish and Nick Rose! Also thanks to
Steve Swanson and support crew for building
the concession structure.
RACES: Thank you once again to the
Quadra Elementary school teachers for
organizing the races.
ENTERTAINMENT: Want to entertain? Call
Q.C.C. 285 3243 and get on the list. Thanks

Howard Bailey for supplying the sound
system. So far Sara Boyes’ bellydancers and
First Pressing have committed...
SAIL BOAT RACES: Rod Stewart is
organizing this event. If you want to enter the
race, phone Rod at 285 2223 in the evening.
If dinghy sailing is your sport, call Frank
Wallace at 285 2297. Start time for the big
boats is 1 p.m and 1:30 for the dinghies.
FACE PAINTING: Barb Mindell organizes
local artists, teens and adults, to paint faces.
Some four hundred faces are decorated by
the end of the day!
DRIFTWOOD FORT Building: If you are 6
to 20 years old, come make a “Novel Hovel”
with the Environmental Clowns. You must
sign up teams of 3 to 5 people. First prize is
$30 to the group with the best hovel. There
are 2-- 2nd prizes of $20. Anyone not building
can get involved by voting for their favourite
hovel. A loonie donation buys a “flag” vote.
Place your flag at your choice for winning. At
3:00, prizes will be awarded and donations
divided equally amongst all participants.
Everyone wins something. More questions?
Barb and Laird are at 285 3406.
VOLLEYBALL: Pat Field will start you off.
CREDIT UNION DISPLAY WINDOW: Nancy
Barker will put her special spin on
“A Novel Idea”–What’s your favourite
story?
PHOTOGRAPHER: See photos by Rod
Clark when it’s all over.
INFORMATION/1ST AID TABLE: Lost? Need
direction? Check in at the info centre. Meet
the summer recreation programmer, Sonya
Thompson and tell her what you would like to
see at summer rec this year! Thank you Dawn
Ross and first responders who will be close
at hand for any medical emergency.
EQUIPMENT GUARDIANS: Thanks
Clandenning family for care-taking over
night.
MAY DAY DANCE: Thank you Sunday
Dennis and crew for bringing “The Jeremy
Walsh Band” to the Community Centre in the
evening. Buy your ticket early; it will be a sell
out!... Ah, what is Aphro-Celtic?
CLEAN UP and recycling. Help keep the
park clean. Please pick up litter when you
see it. Dan Bingham and Greg Ross are doing
their part.
Have a great May Day and thanks to all
who made suggestions for themes and put
them in the theme suggestion boxes. My
favourite, which sums up the spirit of Quadra
Island May Day was, “Anything I can wear my
fairy wings to”.
Sandra Spearing Coordinator, 285 3243
(M-F 8-2pm)
w w w . d i s c o v e r y i slands.ca/news
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The Jeremy Walsh Band. they play the Rec
Centre May 24.
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Submission
Guidelines
Items for publication are welcomed on
subjects of interest to the Discovery
Islands community. Please help us by
following these guidelines:
• Please print handwritten material clearly.
• Electronic items sent by email or on disk
must be saved as Word or rtf formats.
Please spell check in Canadian English.
• No MS Publisher files or graphics in Word
files please. Send graphics separately.
• Please use the title of the item as email
subject & send multiple items in separate
messages.
• Please don’t send original irreplaceable
material make a trip to a copier first!!
• Please remember to caption & credit
photos and artwork. Don’t write on the
back of photos.

• Every Tuesday- Juggle Club, Community Centre 4-6pm
• Every Wednesday -Community Kitchen Noon Community Centre
-Blood Lab 8 am-9:30 Community Centre
- Jam with Moe,
Landing Pub
• 1st and 3rd Wednesday-Food Bank 1-2:30 Community Centre
• Every Thursday-Parent and Tots 10 am Community Centre
-Dance to Duffy & Friends 8pm-12am Legion (members & guests)
-Motorcycle Club meet 5pm Heriot Bay Inn Pub
• Every Friday-Duffy and Friends 8pm Heriot Bay Inn Pub
• Every Saturday- Farmers’ Market 10-2 behind Q. Credit Union
-Meat Draw 5-6:30 pm Quadra Legion (members & guests welcome)
• Every Sunday - Buddhist Meditation

May 10, Saturday
-Children’s Centre Garage Sale
-Ladies Auxiliary Plant Sale and Bake Table
10-2

Children’s Centre
Legion Hall

May 14, Wednesday
-Shirley Valentine
7:30 pm

Community Centre

May 17, Saturday
-Cortes Oyster Festival
-Loop Garage Sale
10-2

Mason’s Hall & Smelt Bay Park
Quadra Loop

May 18, Sunday
-Geshe YonDong on “Mala’s Mantras”
10 am

Inner Garden

May 20, Tuesday
-Garden Club Trip
1:30 pm

Courtenay

May 24-25
-May Day activities
May 30, Friday
-Film: The Trials of Henry Kissinger
7:30 pm
June 6, Friday
-Dessert Night

See page 2
Community Centre

Quadra Island Bible Church

Island Calendar is a list of on island events. Please submit seperately for
the Island Calendar and News & Events or indicate in your submission
if you would like your event placed in both. Following the text order
exactly as above for email submissions is appreciated (month, date,
day, title, place and time), use the title as your email subject. Thank you.

While every effort is made to include
all items submitted, errors and
accidental omissions do occur and
the Discovery Islander should be only
one part of your publicity efforts.

Next Deadline
7 pm. Monday, May 19th
4

Inner Garden 10 am

• Every 4th Sunday-Jazz Night 6-9pm Heriot Bay Inn Pub
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Garden Club
Field Trip
As
this
beautiful
month advances and the
rhododendrons and azaleas
put on such a beautiful display
of colour in our gardens, it is
time to go and admire some
fabulous displays. Harry Wright,
our fall speaker from Haida Gold
Gardens in Courtenay, is willing
to have us come and visit his
garden on Tuesday, May 20 at
1:30 pm. If you are interested
in participating, please let me
know (285 3194 or emackay
@connected.bc.ca) as he would
like to prepare coffee for the
group. Our next regular meeting
will be on the second Monday
of September, 2003. Enjoy your
gardens.

Quadra Island
Farmers Market
Our Farmers Market is
held rain or shine froom the
beginning of May to the end of
September, every Saturday
from 10:00am to 2:00pm
behind the Credit Union.
Vendors must be from Quadra
or the outer islands. Setup
charge is $4 for adults and $1
for kids. Bring your own table.
Dancers, jugglers, musicians
etc. are very welcome - this is
our village green! Please have
dogs on leashes.Note that
the Credit Union parking
lot is for their customers
only! Farmers Market parking
space is on Green Rd. Come join
us to make the Market the best
it can be. Information: Dalyce
285-3180, Pauline 285-2076,
Linda 285-3952

30 Hour Famine
The Quadra Island Bible
Church Youth Grouop would
like to thank everyone who
sponseored our 30 Hour Famine.
We raised $1516 to feed starving
children.
We would especially like to
thank the Heriot Bay Store for
donating juice, popsicles and
freezees to get us through.
Barbara Williams (Youth
Group Leader)
w w w . d i s c o v e r y i slands.ca/news

News & Events
Quilt Batts Wanted

Scholarship
Opportunity
The Ladies Auxiliary to
Branch 154 Quadra Legion is
now accepting applications
for the Kay Dubois Memorial
Scholarship.
Qualifications are academic
and good citizenship.
The applicant should be the
child or grandchild of a member
of either the Legion Auxiliary
to Branch 154 or the Legion,
Branch 154. Please forward
letters of application to:
Quadra Legion Ladies
Auxiliary, Branch 154, Box 242,
Heriot Bay, BC. V0P 1H0.

Canada Day
Planning.
Planning for the 2nd Annual
Canada Day Celebration
has begun in earnest by the
Discovery Islands Chamber
of Commerce. We would like
to remind entertainers that
if they want to be part of the
celebration, to keep July 1 open
and make their interest known.
Planning meetings are held the
2nd Monday of each month
at the Yak Shak @ 7:15pm and
performers and volunteers are
welcome to come and lend a
hand.

Quadra Island
Legion Branch
#154
Ladies Auxiliary Annual Plant
Sale and Bake Table, Saturday,
May 10th from 10am to 2pm.
Any donations of plants are
more than welcome. Please
drop off at the Legion Hall the
day before sale or call Shirley @
285-2757 or Donna @ 285-2446
for pick-up.
www.discoveryislands. c a / n e w s

Do you want to get together
with a small group of friendly
quilters who like to laugh?
Can you play (gather) in the
evening on a regular basis?
Are you interested in fabric
swaps, round robin projects,
making quilts together, and
having fun? Perhaps you are
a charter member of the Quilt
Batts!
If this sounds like fun, contact
Cory at 3588, or leave your name
at the Color Wheel.

Quilts coming soon
Preparations are being made
to present our colourful quilts
for your enjoyment (and ours
too!). Posters will be out soon
announcing this year’s Quilts In
The Garden Tour and perhaps
some entries will be on display
at the Tidemark Theatre in May.
Tickets are now on sale by guild
members for our annual raffle
quilts and the quilts will be on
djispllay in the Quadra Credit
Union the first week of May and
then again in early June. Thank
you to this generous communit
for your continued support – it
is greatly appreciated.

Thanks for Beach Clean-up
The super effort of many
islanders made Sierra Quadra’s
Annual Beach Clean-up on
Sunday, April 27th another
success. We collected enough
garbage to fill two large tandem
dump trucks. Tires and metal
nearly filled another smaller
truck. And at least a pickup
load of plastics will go to
recycling.
Many thanks to Seamar
Industries (Nigel Phillips) and
G. Roy Dahlnas for the two
large trucks, to Garden Magic
Delivery (Tim Campbell) for the
smaller one, to BC Ferries for
free passage, to the Regional
District for free dumping
privileges, and to BC Parks for
the use of Rebecca Spit as our
headquarters. Thanks as well
to Quadra Foods and Heriot
Bay Store for their generous
contribution of food and juices,

to Aroma for coffee, to Pitch-In
Canada for plastic bags, and
to all those who provided the
sumptuous baked goodies for
desserts. Appreciation to Bob
Lasby, RTL Painting (Richard
Leicester) and Noel Lax who
drove their pick-up trucks to
bring in garbage from remote
collection sites. Thanks as
well to Chris Thompson for the
prize T-shirts and Bossanova
for imprinting on them Hillary
Stewart’s beautiful artwork.
But a special thanks to all
those who collected and bagged
garbage from our beaches.
Without your many hours of
work, the Beach Cleanup would
not have been a success. You
were part of Earth Day events
that now involve over six million
Canadians and 500 million
people from 184 countries.
Ray Grigg, for Sierra Quadra

Loop
Extravaganza
Everyone is invited to an
exciting consumer event.That’s
right the famous long weekend
Loop Garage Sales Extravaganza
returns. It’s all happening on
Quadra Loop, Saturday, May 17
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Clothes, tools, items long
cherished, will all be up for
grabs! No early birds please.

Dessert Night
The Ladies “Creative Hearts”
Dessert Night will be hled at
the Quadra Island Bible Church
June 6 from 7-9 pm. There will
be a campfire, BBQ Tips and a
Guest Speaker. Please bring your
special tips to share.
Discovery Islander #291 May 9th, 2003
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Successful Spud
Shoot

Saturday April 12th was a great day at
Nuttings Farm for the Spud Shoot. Under the
big tent, a hive of activity sent out burgers,
hotdogs and wonderful goodies. Something
for everyone. There was the egg scavenger
hunt for the kids. The special ‘Bingos’ and
the main attraction the Spud Shoot...And
then there were the prizes! Barn Quilt by
Ruth Miller went to Corbin Lucas
Bird Feeder by Alf Williamson went to Ken
Cudmore, Potato/Onion Box by Brent Friday
went to Andy Alsager, Fish Fertilizer from
Tim Campbell went to Ian Mowat, Excavating
Service by Doug Peters went to Arlene Foell,
Standard Tow Job by Larry Waddell went
to John Nutting. Special thanks to all who
contributed.
To Bill and Edith Nutting, huge thanks
for your tremendous energy and direction.
You both made it special indeed! Also to
Slo-pitch for the use of your huge tent. To
Quadra Island Dental for the gloves, Quadra
Credit Union for the popcorn and machine,
Heriot Bay Store and Quadra Foods, your
donations were awesome. Thank you very
much. To everyone big or small that lent
a helping hand, thanks for making our day
a great success. We live in a wonderful
community and I hope you enjoyed the day
as much as I did!
Michele Sjoholm for Quadra Island
Quilters

Quadra Island
Motorcycle Club
A small group of eight motorcycle
enthusiasts had their first informal meeting
of the riding season, May 1 at the Heriot Bay
Inn. There was lively discussion by all the
leather clad riders on many topics. We invite
anyone with a motorcycle or an interest in
biking to join us every Thursday at 5 pm at
the HBI. We will be riding in the 10th annual
Quinsam Hotel Poker Run on June 15. This a
fun day that raises money for the C.R. food
bank and other charities. Plans are being
formulated to have our own min-poker run
some time in September and we would
also like to rinclude sports cars and othere
vintage or fancy vheicles. Other ideas tossed
around were rides to Cortes and BBQs at the
Spit and the Haidaway resort on the Oyster
River. Contact Esther 285-2888 or Wendy
285-2452 for more info.

Cortes Oyster Festival
The Cortes Island Oyster Fest Sat., May
17, 2003, Smelt Bay Park & Mansons Hall.
A party for the Island; a time to celebrate
the bounties from the sea. But also, a time
to support many worthwhile Island causes:
the new Medical Center, Water Stewardship
program, Duncan Dewar family and the new
Shellfish Interpretive Center.
Come and enjoy the many activities,
entertainment, raffles and auctions, and
superb seafood at Smelt Bay, followed by a
Happy Hour/Oyster Bar and Dance, 7:00PM
at Mansons hall.
Advance tickets for the Food Court
and Dance now on sale at local outlets, or
contact any of the organizers below.
We are still accepting donations for the
auction: the useful & not so useful; the weird
and unusual. Dig through that pile in the garage
or attic. Contact: Marcel Creurer 935-6681,
John Shook 935-6464, Brent Petkau 935-0021.

Design Wanted

Childrens Garage Sale

For a new cenotaph on the Legion
grounds. While the efforts of those who
erected our present cenotaph are very much
appreciated and respected, it is felt the time
has come to have a cenotaph that is more
aesthetically pleasing and functional.

The Quadraq Childrens Centre will
be holding its annual Garage Sale
on May 10th. Donated items may be
dropped off at the Centre on West Rd.
any time.

With a cenotaph being for the community
as a whole we now ask you, the community,
for your design and/or construction
suggestions. Three points to consider are:
1) to incorporate the existing cenotaph
into the design;
2) provide a wide (concrete?) base for the
comfort of duty sentries on Remembrance
Day;
3) keep costs as reasonable as possible.
Please submit designs and/or suggestions
to: Cenotaph Committee, c/o Quadra Island
Br. #154, R.C.L. PO Box 129 Heriot Bay, B.C.
V0P 1H0
or contact Don McDonald (285-2258) or
Bill Nutting (285-3394). The deadline for
sub,missions is May 31/03. It is expected
that a design decision will be made at the
Legion’s June general meeting. Thank you.

Artists Wanted
Over the years, April Point Resort and
Marina has exhibited local art throughout
our property giving our guests an elevated
sense of their surroundings here on
beautiful Quadra Island. At last count, there
are at least 127 resident artist on the island.
We at “The Point” would like to continue
to promote our local culture by inviting
artists to exhibit their art “for sale” here
at the lodge for the 2003 season, creating
a gallery unlike any other. In 2002 we sold
over $20,000 dollars worth of art, with no
commission! April Point Resort and Marina
will be opening on May 16. Interested artists
can contact Joel at 285-2222 to discuss this
great opportunity of promoting the great
artists of Quadra Island to our international
clientele.
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Cortes Threatre’s 25th
Anniversary Tour
Cortes Theatre is celebrating 25 years of
theatre by touring with it’s latest production
“Shirley Valentine”. The play was very well
received on Cortes Island after a sell out
four night run in March and requests to
bring the show to other communities were
followed by selection for presentation at the
North Island Drama Festival in Nanaimo.
“Shirley Valentine” will play for one night
only at the Quadra Island Community
Hall on Wednesday May 14th at 7:30pm.
and is produced by special arrangement
with Samuel French Inc. Tickets are $10
on sale at Hummingbird Art Supply and
Quadra Crafts . The play is not suitable for
children.
“Shirley Valentine”is a two act dramatic
comedy by Willy Russell, set in England
and Greece. Inside Mrs Joe Bradshaw - 49
year old mother of two grown children- is
the former Shirley Valentine, longing to get
out. Her hope and self- confidence badly
shattered by school, marriage and life, she is
reduced to talking to the kitchen wall while
preparing her husband’s evening meal.
As she sips a glass of wine she dreams of
drinking wine in a country where the grape
is grown. When her feminist friend offers her
a holiday in Greece, with great trepidation,
Shirley seizes the opportunity and goes, to
encounter a totally different lifestyle.
Shirley, breaking out of the mold cast for
her by society, is brilliantly shown with wit,
humour, warmth and insight into the human
condition.
The play is directed by Hanyu Wasyliw
who has many years of professional and
community theatre experience in directing,
acting, and stage management in Ontario,
Alberta and B.C. Shirley Valentine is
played by Anicca de Trey, well known to
island audiences for many years. She
last appeared as Martha in “Who’s afraid
of Virginia Woolf”. The strong, direction
and acting in this production is visually
enhanced by the stunning sets painted by
award winning Cortes artists Lee Robinsong
and Elena Wheeler.

www.discoveryislands. c a / n e w s
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Nanaimo Tuesday Hikers Visit
Quadra Island
Did it feel like an invasion? Were you
wondering what the car convoys were
doing in your neighbourhood? Were you
a little astounded as you patiently waited
while 30 hikers passed you on the trail?
Well, the explanation is that we, the Nanaimo
Tuesday Hikers, have just concluded our
seventh annual visit to Quadra Island and
this year there were 39 of us, our largest
group to date.
We have our home away from home,
and have had for seven years, at Taku
Resort, where we are welcomed like longlost friends. And even though Debbie and
Blaine and girls have their hands full with
extensive renovations, they take time out
for a chat, a “Hi,” or a wave, and we feel we
have come back for a visit with friends. We
wander round, reacquaint ourselves with
the grounds, check out each other’s rooms
to approve the renovations since our last
visit, and get ready for the main event,
three and a half days of hiking on beautiful
Quadra Island.
Our warm up is a quiet wander down
to the beach via the Haskins Farm Trail in
the afternoon of arrival day, then on the
following days we tackle Nugedzi Lakes and
Mt. Seymour, Shellallagin Pass, and the Hope
Spring Trail and Heriot Ridges. We’ve done
them enough times now to anticipate what is
around the next bend; what the view will be
like from the top; how the moss will look on

HUMMINGBIRD

the rocky bluffs; how beautiful and peaceful
it will be walking through the Ancient Forest,
and how lovely to sit by the lake -- we’re
addicted. And this year the sun gods were
with us for all our hikes, what a bonus.
Our hats go off to the Quadra Island hiking
community and the Trails Committee. What
a fantastic job you have done in locating and
signing the trails, and in maintaining them.
We are very appreciative of your efforts and
notice the improvements year after year.
You are a role model for other communities.
Paul Kynaston, who organizes these trips for
our group, has received a lot of help over
the years as he scouts out hikes for us. Noel
Lax was his first contact, and Noel and his
dog guided Paul and his wife, Jo, around,
made suggestions and accompanied us on
hikes. This year Judy Johnson and Richard
Leicester have shared their knowledge and
enthusiasm with Paul and he, and we, are
very appreciative of their help.
Our thanks are also extended to the
Heriot Bay Inn. Every year they open the
restaurant especially for our group dinner
on our last night. We are a lively, though not
rowdy, bunch, and we enjoy the good food
and excellent service.
Thanks to you all for a wonderful week of
hiking on beautiful Quadra Island. See you
again next year.
Lynda Butterworth, Nanaimo Tuesday
Hiker
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Nanaimo hikers at the top of Mt. Seymour,
enjoying the view.

Ferry Talks End
The BC government’s newly contracted
out company, BC Ferry Services Inc., abruptly
ended their meeting with representatives
from the Coastal Council last Friday after
telling the Council that they no longer will
abide by the agreed to terms of reference that
were established under the management of
the BC Ferry Corporation. They are unwilling
to host meetings with the users of their
services because of the provisions in the
terms of reference that allow for advocacy
to government and involvement of groups
such as the union, tourism organizations and
chambers of commerce. Mark Stephanson,
V.P. Corporate Communications, stated that
“they were uncomfortable with those terms”.
Stephanson continued by stating that input
from its customers would be welcomed when
asked for.
“What appeared to be a very amicable
meeting on the first day suddenly turned
into a shocking display of “positioning” that
does not in anyway make us as customers feel
that our concerns are going to be listened to
by the new entity under this new contractual
agreement”, stated Steve Wohlleben,
Chairman of the Coastal Council and a
resident of Gabriola Island. “We have worked
side by side with some of these very same
people over the years under these terms and
have effectively solved many of the problems
that the Corporation was facing. Now we are
being told that our input is not welcome.
The public consultation process that has
been in place for the past 6 years has been
extremely beneficial to all parties including
the Corporation, the Government and the
communities served by BC Ferries.”
Minister Reid recently responded to
concerns raised by the Municipality of
Bowen Island by stating, “I can assure you
that the present stakeholder process will also
be continued.”
The Coastal Council was formed out
of the West Coast Ferry Users Group that
rose up in November 1997 in reaction to
the 45% increases in ferry fares imposed
by the Minister of the day. Protests and
demonstrations at the time forced the
government to roll back some fares and the
Council was formed so as to provide advice
to government and the corporation to insure
that similar events would not reoccur.

w w w . d i s c o v e r y i slands.ca/news

Juggle Fest a big
success

May Day With High Energy Jeremy Walsh Band
Get out your dancing shoes; the Jeremy
Walsh Band is coming to Quadra Island.
This high-energy five-piece group fuses an
enlivening mix of many different influences.
Intertwining a funky Celtic sound with
rythyms and melodies ranging from African
and Cuban, to alt- country, to gypsy and
Newfie folk.
Originally from Victoria, Jeremy Walsh
brought the group together over time. His
strong vocals, guitar and whistle playing
blend well with African hand drums, a
didgeridoo, a gut bucket bass, a drum kit
and amazing fiddle playing that ties the
different instruments and genres together.
This infectious combination is guaranteed to
get your feet tapping and your body moving
on the dance floor. The group brings with it
a new and exciting Canadian sound bringing
folk music lovers, Celtic music lovers, and
people who just love to dance out for a fun
filled musical evening.

A scene from Quadra Island’s International
Juggling Festival, May 2-4. The first ever event
was a big success with people from all over
teaching, trying and learning.
Photo: Tanya Storr

The Jeremy Walsh Band will be playing
at the Quadra Island Recreation Center on
May 24th. The doors will open at 8:00 pm,
with an opening show by the local African
percussion group BeatRoot at 8:30, a band
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sure to get everybody warmed up to dance
the night away.
The Jeremy Walsh Band will be onstage
at 9:30 pm. Refreshments will be available
during the dance. Tickets are $10 in advance
and $12 at the door, and are available
at Quadra Crafts and Explore Gallery.
For more information on The Jeremy
Walsh Band check out their website at

www.jeremywalsh.ca

The Jeremy Walsh Band is also able to
give workshops on Sunday, May 25. The
workshops range from the fiddle, to celtic
guitar, and congas. Please call Sunday
Dennis if you are interested in taking any of
these workshops at 285-2633.

Award to Quadra Inventor
Tim Richards of Heriot Bay was
recognized at Fisheries and Oceans Canada
National Awards for Responsiblile Fisheries
for the butterfly scallop trawl, which he
invented. The butterfly trawl results in less
bycatch. He was also recognized for a new
system of sorting and handling scallops
which results in the easy return to the ocean
of small scallops and other bycatch.
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We are very pleased to have Ms. Gretchen Peters and Ms. Mary Thomson joining us as
Medical Receptionists. They are now booking appointments. Walk-in patients will be
accommodated. We are looking forward to providing comprehensive medical services to
the community. On-Call coverage will be provided on wednesday evenings/nights and every
4th weekend from Friday to Monday morning in addition to during regular clinic hours.
www.discoveryislands. c a / n e w s
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The Resort at Cape Mudge
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NOTICE TO ELECTORS IN ELECTORAL AREA `I`
COUNTER-PETITION OPPORTUNITY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Board of Directors of the Regional District of Comox-Strathcona proposes to adopt the
following bylaw:
Bylaw No. 2427 cited as “Whaletown Wharf Service Establishment Bylaw No. 2427, 2002” which will authorize the Regional District
of Comox-Strathcona to:
a)
b)
c)

establish a service to establish, acquire, operate and maintain the small craft harbour facility on Cortes Island
known as the “Whaletown Wharf”
establish the boundaries of the Service Area to be all of Electoral Area ‘I’
establish the maximum annual requisition for the service at $0.45 (forty-five cents) per $1,000 when applied to the
next taxable value of land and improvements within the Service Area.

The rate of $0.45 per $1,000.00 of assessed value would result in the following annual tax:

Value of Land & Improvement
for Residential Property
$100,000
$125,000
$150,000
$175,000

Maximum Taxes per Year
at 45¢ per $1,000.00
$45.00
$56.25
$67.50
$78.75

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT a copy of “Whaletown Wharf Service Establishment Bylaw No. 2427, 2002” may be inspected at
a)
the offices of the Regional District of Comox-Strathcona located at 600 Comox Road, Courtenay, B.C. during
normal business hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, excluding statutory holidays, from May 5 th ,
2003 to June 18 th , 2003;
b)
the Regional District’s website at www.rdcs.bc.ca.;
c)
Manson’s Hall and Whaletown Post Office
The Regional District may proceed with the matter unless at least 5% of the electors of the Service Area, being all of Electoral Area
‘I’, petition against the matter by signing counter-petition forms and submitting them to the Regional District by the deadline.
The Regional District of Comox-Strathcona will accept petitions against the Bylaw in accordance with the Local Government Act.
A counter-petition must be in the form established by the Regional District of Comox-Strathcona and forms are available from the
Regional District by telephoning 1-800-331-6007 or faxing 250-334-4358 or e-mailing administration@rdcs.bc.ca; The counter-petition
form is also available on our website at www.rdcs.bc.ca or at Manson’s Hall or the Whaletown Post Office.
The only persons entitled to sign a counter-petition form are qualified electors in the Whaletown Wharf Service Area, that being
Electoral Area ‘I’.
A qualified elector is a person who:
•
is a Canadian Citizen;
•
is at least 18 years of age;
•
has resided in British Columbia for at least 6 months;
•
has resided in Electoral Area ‘I’ for at least 30 days; or
•
meets the qualifications of a non-resident property elector as set out in Section 51(1) of the Local Government Act.
The Regional District of Comox-Strathcona has estimated that the total number of electors within the Whaletown Wharf Service
Area is 720 and that 5% of that number, or 36 electors, must petition against Bylaw No. 2427 to prevent the Regional District of
Comox-Strathcona from adopting that Bylaw without the assent of the electors.
The deadline for submitting signed counter-petitions against the proposed Bylaw to the Regional District of Comox-Strathcona is 4:
30 p.m., Wednesday, June 18, 2003.
For further information, please view our website at www.rdcs.bc.ca or contact:
•
Debra Oakman, Manager of Financial Services, for information on financial aspects and tax implications of the
proposed service;
•
Russ Hotsenpiller, Operations Planner, for information on the acquisition, maintenance and operation of the
Whaletown Wharf;
•
Barbra Randall, Manager of Corporate Administration, for information on the counter-petition process;
at the offices of the Regional District of Comox-Strathcona, 600 Comox Road, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 3P6 or by phone at 334-6000 or
toll-free at 1-800-331-6007 or facsimile 334-4358, or e-mail administration@rdcs.bc.ca.
Given under my hand at Courtenay, B.C. this 5 th day of May, 2003.
Barbra Randall
Manager of Corporate Administration
th
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Island Forum
Exhausting protesters part of strategy
The way it should be...
...and is at Quadra and Cortes
A young friend who lives on Cortes
recently left his luggage behind at a friend’s
house in Vancouver. Because I go to Quadra
all the time, I offered to take it up. Of course,
I had not actually thought it all out before
offering and found myself with the challenge
of delivering the package over the last major
ferry-requiring hurdle.
And so I drove to the ferry line-up at Herriot
Bay. I saw the vehicles ahead of me. The
occupants had gathered outside their vehicles
and were talking. I decided to approach and
ask if one would be kind enough to take the
packsack the final leg of its journey.
They were all strangers to me and the
owner of the packsack - but only for a
few seconds. These people were totally
welcoming and willing to assist. It was great
to meet them. By serendipity, I rediscovered
Steve, an old friend from a previous era and
meet a few new friends in the process.
In fact, I waited until the ferry was leaving
enjoying the pleasantness of this chance
encounter to the last.
Is there any question as to why I am keen
on leaving the city and relocating to the
Discovery Islands?

8 things you can do for free
GET the free video “What I learned about my
government’s foreign policy” from Q Video or HB
Store.
SEE the path the U.S. is reallyon where it might
be going.
DISCOVER even democracies aren’t safe from U.S.
manipulations and inserted puppet dictators.
MARVEL at the world’s biggest arms manufacturer
having a war on weapons.
AMAZE yourself with proof of a CIA herioin and
cocaine smuggling to finance illegal operations.
CONSIDER how the wold’s biggest drug dealer can
push the war on drugs.
QUESTION how clean th U.S. infusion of cash is that
inspires police to try and wilpe out B.C.’s biggest
agricultural product.
WONDER is this just another war on competition?

Laird Frederick

It would appear that provincial political
protests have petered out. No one showed
up to hurl insults or wave placards at the
premier’s recent $300.00 a plate fundraiser.
But many believers, sycophants and troughsharers turned out to hear the same speech
as last year and to pay for what has to be the
most boring three hours one can possibly
endure. On the face of it, it would seem that
the populous has given up voicing dissent.

looks more hapless? Is it just that the
government looks a little better? It feels
like ‘optics’ and that’s because it is.

That fits with the political calendar most
politicians follow. They spend the first two
years inflicting new policies and then spend
the next two doling out money to ease the
pain that resulted from those policies. The
largesse is always well timed. It coincides
with the fatigue experienced by protestors
after two years of it and the natural tendency
to surrender. The third year money seems
like a partial victory for the losers. A sop.
It is intended to salve the public wounds.
And it does. It is not unlike the relief one
might experience when one stops hitting
themselves with a stick. Feels so much
better than before.

We need a change. Not a change of
parties but a fundamental change in the
adversarial way in which we do business.
We need to have politicians who have no
‘stripes’. They need to come from what is
best for their constituents and nothing else
– no premier, no adhered-to-policies, no logo
identity or ‘sound-bite’ philosophy. It is time
for management of public affairs by people
who simply care about the issues at hand
and work for the common good.

That’s politics. But is it leadership? Is
this push-me, pull-you, sleight-of-hand kind
of management what we need? Are we so
bloody stupid that we can be manipulated
by the carrot and the stick every single
time?
And, what’s it all in aid of? Is this for
the good of the province or is it simply the
reoccurring expression of the basic Get Reelected Plan? Does the economy blossom?
Is the environment served? Are our children
better educated or are the hospitals better
equipped? Or is it just that the opposition

Dear Editor,
It is unfortunate that you saw fit to
publish the incindiary letter in the last issue
from Paul Ryan, re. the priority loading for
Cortes Islanders.
It amounts to TWO sailings a week. I think
we can handle that.
We don’t need to promote bad feelings
between the two Islands.
Olivia Rousseau

To be frank, protests and placards do
wear thin. Pretty fast. I see the same people
screaming the same insults using the same
words as the previous group and the group
before them. It, too, is boring. It is simply
Hatfield vs McCoys. Protest because the
other side is in.

Trust me, they will be bad enough to deal
with. We are not all likely to see eye-to-eye
on many issues but at least there will not
be the omnipresence of party politicians
obscuring the debates with hidden
agendas, blind allegiances, self-interest,
lies and obfuscations. Hopefully, we’ll only
be challenged by stupidity and ignorance
– the old standbys.
J. David Cox

Thank you Islanders
Living in such a beatiful place at times it
isn’t the place itself that means so much,
but the people.
On March 25 my motor home was
consumed by fire, and friends, that some of
whom I rarely meet, came to my support.
I would like to thank: the fire department
for theri prompt response, which stopped
a bad situartion from getting worse; the
Quadra Island Bible Society for their
monetary gift; Joe and Sharon Duprey for
their immediate support and concern; and
everyon from all the outer islands, the big
island, and as far away as California. Thank
you all so much.
Al Bent

Articles, letters and artwork are all welcome for publication under Island Forum

Opinions & endorsements expressed herein are those of the contributors and do not represent the views of the publishers.
If you would like to see an alternative point of view represented...submit something yourself.

Next deadline 7pm Monday, May 19th 2003
www.discoveryislands. c a / n e w s
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SPECIALS THIS WEEK
from Fri. May 9 to Thurs. May 15

while quantities last
GROCERY
Amies homegrown
170gr -

Pasta
Sidedishes All Flavours

$1.49ea.
$2.69ea.

340 gr family -

MJB

Coffee Tin
All Types

2 for

250 gr size

Kraft

BBQ Sauces
All Flavours

Bicks
Relishes

$5.oo

$1.99ea.
-Hot Dog

Only -hamburger
-sweet bits

$1.58ea.

PRODUCE

Extra Fancy
Gala Apples

98¢lb
49¢

Washington

Baking Potatoes

lb

New Zealand - New Crop

79¢ lb

Onions
DELI

"Organic" Pasta $2
Farfalle

.49

ea.

500g

NEW

In-store

Cooked Roast $2.29
Beef Sliced or Vac-packed 100g
Fletchers

MEAT

Thick Sliced
Side Bacon
Boneless Skinless

Chicken Breast
Fresh Family Pack Size

$4.99ea.
$4.99lb

Open Every Day 9 am - 9 pm
658 Harper Rd. • 285-3391

Strathcona Park, ADSL, BC Ferries, and more

T

here are a number of issues I
thought you would like to know
about in this issue’s report. First
of all, I will be going to Victoria on Tuesday
to meet with Minister Abbott (our local
gov’t minister) to try and resolve some
of the outstanding issues that are causing
our Regional District to continue to have
problems. Many of the requirements of the
Local Government Act are terribly outdated
and have caused us a great deal of grief in
our daily business. All of the members of
the RD would agree with me on this one!
I am hoping to get some information on
whatthe Minister is willing to do to try and
rectify these long-standing problems. They
will undoubtedly be part of the Phase Two
review of the Community Charter which
should have begun already. Hopefully I will
get an update on the timeline of that review,
since it seems to be a mystery to everyone
in local government.
I will also be meeting with Minster Joyce
Murray to discuss the proposed infringement
into a Wilderness Conservation Area within
Strathcona Park by Boliden Mines. A great
deal of time and energy was expended in the
development of the Strathcona Park Master
Plan and it is now being ignored. This is

Island Forum
Big Thank You
Our hearfelt thanks go out to the unknown
person who cleaned up the horrible mess
outside our driveway. On Friday night we
heard a car racing down the street and
a loud bang. Hearing nothing further, we
thought no more of it until the following
morning, en route to the ferry to connect
on to Vancouver. Now the mysterious bang
made sense: the garbage can I had put out
had been smashed, deliberately and hard.
Garbage was slung in all directions, the
plastic can was shredded bits all down
the road, a horrible, disgusting mess. It felt
terrible to leave our home and the Island
looking so awful, but there was simply no
choice.

causing concern by our RD and all of the
people that use the Park. I hope (wearing my
Chair’s hat) to get some clarificationaround
this issue also.
My discussions continue to take place
with Telus regarding the provision of ADSL
services to Quadra Island. I have continued
to move up the ladder of responsibility
and seem to have reached the top of the
bureaucracy. I will be hearing more at
the end of this week as this issue of the
Discovery Islander goes into circulation.
More to follow and hopefully we will be
“connected” in the very near future.
Last but not least, I have some new
information on the new BC Ferry Services,
Inc. (formerly BC Ferry Corporation). As you
may or may not know, I am the representative
from Quadra Island to the Coastal Council
for the Quadra/Cortes/Campbell River
Ferry Advisory Committee. Ralph Nursall
is the representative for Cortes Island.
We both attended the meeting of Coastal
Council in Nanaimo on the 24th and 25th.
It was quite the meeting. On the first day
we spent our time getting acquainted with
the new Company and their executives. We
then outlined our issues that needed to be
discussed over the remainder of the two
days. At the evening session we discussed
the role of the Coastal Council in the new
age of privatization or “contracting out”,
whichever you prefer. It is no longer a Crown
Corporation that we are dealing with. If you
thought we had little input into decision
making under the old model, you haven’t
seen anything yet! Under the new group we
will no longer have input to government
since the current gov’t has signed a 60 year
contract with the new entity and they don’t
want to talk to us, the users, about the
details of the policy issues!
As I was saying, on the first evening
we managed to come to a very agreeable

How wonderful returning home on Sunday
to see the kindness of someone whose
thoughtful act helped to put the senseless,
destructive act into perspective.
Thank you so much.
Alvin and Ellen Tye

th
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REGIONAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT
conclusion at the end of the day which
allowed us to continue to have input both
through the Coastal Council and through
the Ferry Advisory Committees. On the
next morning the person in charge for
BC Ferries made a complete turn around
and declared that there was no longer a
willingness to fund or work with the Coastal
Council as long as we were doing “advocacy
work” and as long as our terms of reference
included Union representation (which it has
since day one). That was it! End of story.
Someone obviously got to them in the night
after “they “ heard what had been agreed to
and told them to put an end to it. I am sure
they will deny that until their dying day, but
the conclusion of the people in the room was
clear... Upper management wanted nothing
to do with the Coastal Council and this was
their excuse to get out of it.
We, as a Council, continued to meet during
that day to decide how to proceed after such
shocking news. It has been decided that
there is a very real need for the Council to
stay intact with the serious issues that we
are going to be faced with over the next 5
years and longer. The Contract is renewable
at 5 years and then every 4 years after that.
It is an incredibly frightening document and
is 160+ pages in length. You can view it on
the Web. We need to be able to lobby the
new Commissioner that will be appointed
in the very near future. The Commissioner
is our only conduit to Gov’t since they have
contracted out the running of the Ferry
Service. I hope all of you saw that a new
CEO has been hired and his background
is in the Aviation industry in the Eastern
USA. He has no experience in BC and none
on a Ferry fleet. You would think we could
have found someone within the population
of Canada that needed to make a couple
hundred thousand dollars a year. I hate to
sound cynical, but give me a break! I also
want to make it clear that I have nothing
against Americans. (Remember, I used to
be one, until I smartened up and became
a citizen in 1977!). So, my point being, that
we are going to be facing some extreme

www.discoveryislands. c a / n e w s

challenges in the coming years as ferry
dependent communities.

at the meeting, we are in trouble and had
better think about the preparation.

At the handing over of the Corporation
to the new Ferry Services, Inc. it was stated
that there would be a MAXIMUM cap of 4.4%
on average, per annum, rate increase on the
commuter runs like ours but that they would
not necessarily be making increases to the
tariff at that rate. It would only be if “they
needed it”... Well, at the Coastal Council we
were told, guess what folks, that the increase
WILL BE 4.4% on average, PER ANNUM...
That means that in the next 5 years they
are planning a compounded 25% (roughly)
increase to the existing fares. We told them
this is absolutely unacceptable and that it
will be unacceptable to and unaffordable by
our communities. They don’t care. Period.
They have a contract and they know that
the current gov’t will not interfere. The same
goes for the discounts on the commuter
books. We were originally told that they
would not even be considering a look at
that issue in the next two years. Now we are
being told, after the signing of the contract,
that they will be looking at the discounts in
the near future.And I guarantee the discount
rate will not be getting larger!!!.

Something to think about. Now, enough
of that. Get on with happier thoughts and
enjoy the Spring!
Please feel free to contact me during
weekdays between 9 am and 7 pm at 2853355. Please do not call on weekends. You
can send a fax to 285-3533 or email me at
abramfam@oberon.ark.com any time day
or night. My mailing address is Box 278 in
the Cove.
Respectfully,
Jim Abram, Director, Area J, RDCS

I am sorry to be the bearer of bad news,
folks, but I suggest you pay attention and get
involved in the Ferry Advisory Committee
because, from all indications, it can only get
worse. What will this do to our economic
development opportunities, our tourism
trade, our commuters, our retail services
and the effect on their pricing? What
will happen to our property values over
time? Our entire transportation system
is integrally liked to the passage of those
ferries between points “A” and “B”. If it gets
too expensive, what then? ... I am certainly
willing to wait and see how the new Service
runs the system. But from what we were told
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150 and
Counting
by Steven Halliday

I

t seems hard to believe, but
this column represents my 150 th
attempt to bring some interesting,
educational or just plain entertaining
information to the faithful readers of the
Islander. With an average column length
of 800 words, those of you who follow the
column regularly will have digested some
120,000 words, or the equivalent of about
3 novels. Whew, I hope it was worth the
effort for you. For myself, it has been a
true pleasure and I hope to continue as
long as the editor will indulge me.
Coming up with a relevant topic 26
times a year can be challenging, and
this issue was no exception. I have
just returned from a week in Vancouver,
which provided me with plenty of grist
for the mill, but nothing has gelled, as
yet, into a coherent form that can be
translated for this space. But never
fear, current events around the globe
can always be depended upon to supply
material worthy of comment.
The big news in Canada (beyond SARS
and the Canucks) is Jean Chretien’s
confirmation that the government will
indeed decriminalise possession of
small amounts (30 grams) of marijuana
during this session of Parliament.
In making the announcement, he
cautioned his audience “don’t go out
and smoke it now…it won’t be legal!”
and received cheers and laughter in
response. This from the staid old
Liberal party caucus. Of course, his
ministers are enthusiastically behind
it, including Sheila Copps, who when
asked if she had partaken of the weed
replied enthusiastically “Absolutely!!”,
and then worried about her mother
finding out. John Manley, Deputy PM
replied to the same question by saying
“No, never”, followed up by “I regret that
now, because apparently it’s de rigueur”,
meaning fashionable or required by
custom or etiquette.
th
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My goodness, what must our friends
in the White House think of this
development? Apparently, they are not
pleased. The US Drug Czar is warning
we will suffer consequences. Hopefully
they will not be anymore severe than
those directed towards Great Britain,
Belgium, Holland, Spain or Switzerland,
all of whom have decriminalised simple
possession in one form or another. To
the best of my knowledge, not one of
them has suffered any blowback from the
USA, other than disapproving glares. We
will just have to wait and see, but almost
everyone expects to see longer line-ups
at the border as a certainty.
Speaking of the USA, ever yone is
aware that George Bush has pretty much
written Canada off of his social calendar,
at least for as long as Chretien is PM. He
was supposed to visit Ottawa on May 5th
to address Parliament, but backed out
at the last minute so that he could host
his good buddy John Howard of Australia
down at the ranch. But this is probably
a good thing. As you can imagine, US
President’s making state visits usually
travel with an entourage numbering in
the hundreds, and the host country is
expected to pick up the tab for the extra
security. Bush was expected to make a
stop in Oslo on his way to Russia later
in May, but has since cancelled, much to
the relief of the local police chief.
Anstein Gjengedal is worried that
his police budget will be decimated by
the costs of providing the additional
security, and the budget is already under
strain from providing extra security to
the US Embassy, which is the target of
regular demonstrations.
Of course, after the verbal drubbing
Canada has been suffering from various
members of the administration, Bush’s
welcome in Ottawa would have been
somewhat restrained, at least officially.

Though I’m sure he would have
received a raucous welcome from the
demonstrators outside of the buildings
on Parliament Hill, given the popularity
of his policies with average Canadians.
And finally, a stor y that I’m sure
will astonish and inspire you. Aron
Ralston, a 27-year-old resident of Aspen,
Colorado, is considered by those who
know him as an avid outdoorsman in top
physical condition. He is known to have
conquered all 49 of Colorado’s major
peaks, so no-one was too worried when
he was late in returning from a climb
near Moab, Utah. On Saturday, April
26th he was climbing in Blue John Canyon
when a large boulder shifted onto him,
pinning his right arm when it stopped.
The details are sketchy at this point, but
by the Tuesday following he was out of
drinking water. By Thursday he knew he
was in serious trouble. That’s 5 days,
folks! Unbelievably, he then used his
pocketknife to amputate his right arm
at the elbow, applied a tourniquet and
dressed his wound. He then hammered
anchors in to the rock face, set up his
ropes and proceeded to rappel to safety
on the canyon floor. He started hiking
out and was spotted that same afternoon
by a rescue helicopter, whose search had
only commenced that morning.
Let’s see now – he’s dehydrated and
starving, has cut off his own arm and is
likely in shock, and he rappels to safety?
I’m no psychic, but I see book deals,
lecture tours and movies in this man’s
future. And I’ll bet you dollars to donuts
he’ll be back to climbing sooner rather
than later. Rambo, schmabo…this guy
gets my vote as a real tough guy. Right
on, Aron!
So there you have it for this week, and
I hope you enjoyed the distraction. You
can count on something a little deeper
in next issue’s column #151.
w w w . d i s c o v e r y i slands.ca/news

Island Report
The Sailing Life

Two Quadra Families Begin Offshore Voyages
by Tanya Storr
“I must go down to the sea again, to the
lonely sea and the sky
And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to
steer her by . . .”
-

from Sea Fever by John Masefield

M

any people dream of setting
sail across the ocean. For two
Quadra families, the dream is
becoming a reality.
Ken and Angela Burns and their two boys,
Jesse (8) and Riley (5), set off on May 4 from
Gowlland Harbour on a voyage that will last
approximately two years. Close behind will
be Ian Douglas and Mary Jane Crawley
with their daughter, Emma (9), who plan to
depart Heriot Bay on May 25.

built Peterson sloop, gleamed in the midday
sun as a moderate breeze ruffled the water.
Tugging on her mooring lines, Tess seemed
in the mood to cast off, however her owners
needed this remaining day to ensure
everything was shipshape.
“No matter what, there are always some
things that get left until the last minute,” said
Angela, smiling as her blonde head emerged
from the cabin.
Down below, Ken was hanging a
watercolour depicting swimming sea turtles.
Tess’ roomy main cabin was an important
selling feature for Ken and Angela, who

searched for a year before finding the boat
in Oregon.
Originally a racing yacht called Challenger,
the 20-year-old cold-moulded cedar vessel
has been transformed into a cruiser by Ken.
He replaced the old cockpit, lengthened
the main cabin, and made several other
changes.
(For more details, see ‘The Transformation
of Tess’ by Ian Douglas in Pacific Yachting,
July 2002).
“This is a great sailboat that sails with
even a slight breeze,” Ken noted.

The two families have planned a similar
route for the first six months. They are
heading to Hawaii initially, a distance of
2,420 nautical miles. From there they will
cruise to the South Pacific. By the time
cyclone season begins in November, the
Burns family plans to be safely in New
Zealand and the Douglas/Crawley family
in Australia.
Cruising on Tess
When I caught up with Ken and Angela
Burns dockside at Seascape Resort on
May 3,
they were busy making final preparations
for their voyage. Tess, their 41-foot custom

Angela and Ken Burns are preparing for two years aboard their sailboat Tess. their sons,
Jesse and Riley will accompany them.
Photo: Tanya Storr
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Ken and Angela have logged an impressive
amount of nautical miles together. They met
in the summer of 1980 when Ken anchored
off Cortes Island, where Angela was working
at the gas dock.
In the fall of 1983 they began their first
major voyage, down the coast to Mexico,
over to Hawaii, and up to Alaska.
Their second offshore trip began in 1988
after Angela graduated from UBC medical
school. The two sailed to New Zealand,
where Angela completed her internship.
“When we finished our last trip we knew
we wanted to go cruising again after having
kids, and we wanted our kids to be old
enough to enjoy it and help on the boat,”
said Angela.
In 1993 they moved to Quadra, where
Angela established a medical clinic. Their
older
son, Jesse, was born in 1995. Shortly
after Riley was born in 1998, Ken and Angela
started planning for this voyage.
Provisioning for the first leg to Hawaii,
which will take approximately three weeks,
was a major undertaking. Large quantities
of canned and dried food, 70 US gallons
of fresh water, safety equipment including
a life raft and harnesses, Angela’s medical
kit, clothing, as well as books, musical
instruments, games, and toys all had to be
stowed on board.
“Riley has a selection of stuffed animals.
Only the essential 8 or 10 are coming along,”
said Angela with a grin.
Ken and Angela will be home schooling
the boys on the trip, using a computer
program called Success Maker.
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When asked what they enjoy
most about offshore cruising,
Angela said for her it’s the
adventure of seeing new places
while still living in your own
home. Ken added that he likes
the simplicity of it all.
The boys are excited about the
trip, but keeping them happy and
occupied on the long passages
will be the #1 challenge, Angela
predicted. The next biggest
challenge will be the weather
and the sleep deprivation during
night watches.
“It comes down to basics out
there. If your family is happy and
the weather is good, all is well.”
As for what they’ll miss most
about Quadra, friends and
community are at the top of the
list.
“Our friends have been
wonderful helping us to get
ready for this trip. They’re
making it hard for us to leave,”
Angela said.
A Sea Star Adventure
Ian, Mary Jane, and their Ian Douglas, Mary Jane Crawley, and Emma Douglas in
daughter Emma invited me to China, 2002.
Photo:Tanya Storr
their home--a former floathouse
situated on their property high
above Drew Harbour--to talk about their After selling the business and moving to
upcoming voyage.
Quadra, they adopted Emma in 1994.
The three plan to set off the day after May
Emma will be home schooling aboard Sea
Day, as Emma has been looking forward to Star, using a laptop computer.
participating in the May Pole Dance. Like the
“At times Emma is excited about the trip
Burns family, they have been planning this
while at others she worries about missing
trip for a long time.
her friends,” said Mary Jane. “We’ll be
Ian and Mary Jane bought their 35-foot keeping an eye out for Tess and other boats
fibreglass Niagara sloop, Sea Star, one year with kids on them.”
ago in Powell River. Last summer Ian lived
Sea Star will be equipped with a trailing
aboard the boat while working as a ranger
water generator and two solar panels to
in Cape Scott Park.
provide
“One of the reasons we chose Sea Star is
electricity. Like Tess, Sea Star is well
that the interior is a reasonable size,” said
stocked with safety equipment.
Mary Jane. “Personal space becomes very
Mary Jane and Ian said the challenge
important when you’re cruising.”
and self-sufficiency of cruising appeals to
Ian and Mary Jane have had lots of help
them.
from people on Quadra in preparing for
“It’s humbling too, because for all our
their trip. Russell Avon did fibreglass and
painting work, while Brian Simmons and scientific advances we’re just a small dot in
a big ocean,” Ian observed.
others helped with numerous details.
Ian, a freelance writer/photographer,
Like Ken and Angela, Ian and Mary
Jane are avid sailors. They met in French plans to write articles along the way. He
Polynesia in 1980, and ended up sailing to will post travel updates on his web site:
New Zealand and Australia together. A year www.islandsynergy.com
and a half later, they voyaged to BC via the
The only member of the family who
Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, Japan, won’t be sharing the seagoing experience
and Alaska.
is their healthy 16-year-old cat, Tuffy. If
Searching for a good place to start a fish you are interested in providing a home for
farm, they happened upon Evans Bay. This Tuffy, please call Ian and Mary Jane at
enterprise kept them busy from 1987-1992. 285-2827.
w w w . d i s c o v e r y i slands.ca/news

Classifieds

Island Tides

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE

Q-COVE APPLIANCE
REPAIR Now doing repairs

The Heriot Bay Inn needs
qualified people to
fill the
following positions: sous chef/1st
cook, front office/night audit,
housekeeping, bartender, marina
attendant. Please drop off your
resume at the Inn or fax to 2852708.

For sale by owner 11.74 acre
homestead on Read Island
house. Orchard, gardens,
greenhouse etc. Second house
under construction. $150,000
OBO. 285-2918

to all makes and models of
automatic washers and dryers.
Also new & used parts depot
for all your appliance needs.
Affordable rates. We carry a good
selection of quality used washers
and dryers. All appliances come
with 1 year warranty on parts &
labour. Free delivery on Quadra.
Call 285-3425

Play On Words
Writing & Editing Services
Writing and editing assistance
for proposals, manuscripts,
articles, marketing publications
and other documents.
All
projects considered. Jennifer
Rowse, 935-6700 or email
playonwords@telus.net

ISLAND ESCAPE
- Hair Design by

Bruce - specializing
in cuts, colours &
streaks. 677 Harper Rd Q-Cove
Ph: 285-2833

Hard Working Student
looking for work. Odd jobs,
yard work, chopping or stacking
wood. Call Spencer at 285-3248

FREE
DOG-TO GOOD HOME four
year old bearded collie cross.
[small] Needs to find new home
due to changes in family. Excellent
walking companion. phone- 2853651

FOR SALE

Older 10’x40’ Mobile Home with
addition for sale. Must move. Call
Shane 285-2866

Sails for sale -5 sails in good
condition 285-3669 for more info

For Sale Queen size bed with box
spring $250, 2 x Toy organizers $40
each Rocking chair $50, Kids’ easel
$30 Call 285-2286

Clearance sale of old growth clears
cedar, fir, cypress. 3’ - 10’. 1X and
2X. $1.20 - $1.50 per cu. ft. May 1011. 129 Joyce Rd., Quadra Island.
PH 285-2573 for details.
Motorcycle For Sale 1981 Yamaha,
250cc 18,900km. New battery, new
voltage regulator.In good running
order. $850 or OBO. 285-2357.
www.discoveryislands. c a / n e w s

Royal Canadian Legion Branch
#154 Quadra Island invites
resumes from experienced,
community oriented individuals
for two bar tending positions: One
full time (40 hr)position and one
part time (20 hr)position.
Applicants should possess
previous bartending, bar
management and service
experience.
Professional
Bartender and Super Host
training is an asset. Serving It Right
Licensee Certificate required. Send
resume to PO Box 129, Heriot Bay
V0P 1H0 or drop off at the Quadra
Legion ASAP.

DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS
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The Quadra Island Harbour
Authority requires an assistant
harbour manager for the months of
June, July & August. The position
would begin on June 16 and end
on Aug. 31st.
The successful applicant must
have attended school full time in
the preceding year and intend to
return to school full time in the
next year. Experience in dealing
with the public,some knowledge
of boats and docks, some degree
of physical fitness, experience in
dealing with cash transactions and
computer literacy will be qualities
considered. Applicants must be
between the ages of 15 and 30,
Canadian citizens and permanent
residents. Preference will be
given to Quadra Island residents.
Candidates must have their own
transportation.
Duties will include recording dock
moorage, general maintenance,
some computer work, and
collecting fees for moorage,parking
and boat ramps. The position
will involve a 35 hour week. Pay
rates will be commensurate with
experience.

The
Paint Lady
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Please send your resume with
cover letter to Quadra Island
Harbour Authority, P.O. Box 162,
Quathiaski Cove, or email to
qiha@island.net
For further information, please
phone Paul Ryan at 285-3622 or
285-3555.
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Quadra Owned
And
Operated
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