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We are very pleased to have Ms. Gretchen Peters and Ms. Mary Thomson joining us as
Medical Receptionists. They are now booking appointments. Walk-in patients will be
accommodated. We are looking forward to providing comprehensive medical services to
the community. On-Call coverage will be provided on wednesday evenings/nights and every
4th weekend from Friday to Monday morning in addition to during regular clinic hours.
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Pipers parading at the Spit, May Day 2002.
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• Every Monday -Positive Living Support Group 7:30 pm 285-3224

• Every Tuesday -Juggle Club, Community Centre 4-6pm

• Every Wednesday -Community Kitchen Noon Community Centre
         -Blood Lab 8 am-9:30 Community Centre
        - Jam with Moe,  Landing Pub

• 1st and 3rd Wednesday -Food Bank 1-2:30  Community Centre

• Every Thursday -Parent and Tots 10 am Community Centre 
-Dance to Duffy & Friends 8pm-12am Legion (members & guests)
-Motorcycle Club meet 5pm Heriot Bay Inn Pub

• Every Friday -Duffy and Friends 8pm Heriot Bay Inn Pub

• First Friday -Open Stage 7:30 pm Yak Shack Heriot Bay

• Every Saturday -Farmers’ Market 10-2 behind Q. Credit Union
-Meat Draw 5-6:30 pm Quadra Legion (members & guests welcome)

• Every Sunday -Buddhist Meditation  Inner Garden 10 am

• Every Last Sunday -Jazz Night 6-9pm Heriot Bay Inn Pub

May 24, Saturday
-50+ Dance    Campbell River
8 pm

May 24-25
-May Day activities   See page 14

May 30, Friday
-Film: The Trials of Henry Kissinger  Community Centre
7:30 pm

June 3, Tuesday
-Liam Grimm speaks on “Human Nature: Ego or Eco”      Inner Garden
7:30 pm

June 5, Thursday
-Golf Clinic    1920 Shetland Rd. CR
10:30 am-noon

June 6, Friday
-Dessert Night   Quadra Island Bible Church
7 pm

June 8, Sunday
-Taize Prayer Service  Quadra Island United Church
7:30 pm

June 12, Thursday
-Preschool Open House  Quadra Island Preschool
10 am-noon

-Golf Clinic   Sequoia Springs
10:30 am-noon

June 14, Saturday
-Kids Care Fun Run Discovery Harbour Shopping Centre, CR
9:30 am

June 19, Thursday
-Golf Clinic    Sequoia Springs
10:30 am-noon

June 28-29
-Quadra Island Quilt and Garden Tour Quadra Island
10 am-4 pm
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Submission 
Guidelines

Items for publication are welcomed on 
subjects of interest to the Discovery 
Islands community. Please help us by 
following these guidelines:
• Please print handwritten material clearly.
• Electronic items sent by email or on disk 
must be saved as Word or rtf formats. 
Please spell check in Canadian English.
• No MS Publisher files or graphics in Word 
files please. Send graphics separately.
• Please use the title of the item as email 
subject & send multiple items in separate 
messages.
• Please don’t send original irreplaceable 
material make a trip to a copier first!!
•  Please remember to caption & credit 
photos and artwork. Don’t write on the 
back of photos.

While every effort is made to include 
all items submitted, errors and 
accidental omissions do occur and 
the Discovery Islander should be only 
one part of your publicity efforts.

Discovery

Community News and events from Quadra, Cortes and the Outer Islands

Next Deadline 
7 pm. Monday, June 6th

Island Calendar is a list of on island events. Please submit seperately for 
the Island Calendar and News & Events or indicate in your submission 
if you would like your event placed in both. Following the text order 
exactly as above for email submissions is appreciated (month, date, 
day, title, place and time), use the title as your email subject. Thank you.

Island Calendar

Quadra Island 
Farmers Market

Our Farmers Market is 
held rain or shine froom the 
beginning of May to the end of 
September, every Saturday 
from 10:00am to 2:00pm 
behind the Credit Union.

Vendors must be from Quadra 
or the outer islands. Setup 
charge is $4 for adults and $1 
for kids. Bring your own table. 
Dancers, jugglers, musicians 
etc. are very welcome - this is 
our village green! Please have 
dogs on leashes.Note that 
the Credit Union parking 
lot is for their customers 
only! Farmers Market parking 
space is on Green Rd. Come join 
us to make the Market the best 
it can be. Information: Dalyce 
285-3180, Pauline 285-2076, 
Linda 285-3952

Scholarship 
The Ladies Auxiliary to 

Branch 154 Quadra Legion is 
now accepting applications 
for the Kay Dubois Memorial 
Scholarship.

Qualifications are academic 
and good citizenship.

The applicant should be the 
child or grandchild of a member 
of either the Legion Auxiliary 
to Branch 154 or the Legion, 
Branch 154. Please forward 
letters of application to:

Quadra Legion Ladies 
Auxiliary, Branch 154, Box 242, 
Heriot Bay, BC. V0P 1H0.

Canada Day T-
Shirt Contest

The Quadra Island Canada 
Day Committee is sponsoring 
a T-shirt design contest. We are 
looking for a left chest logo and a 
design for the back of the T-shirt. 
All entries are to be submitted 
as a ÎCamera Ready Black Lined 
Drawingâ or a ÎVectored Corel 
Drawingâ on a 8 1/2 “ x 11” paper. 
A cash prize of $60 and a Canada 
Day T-Shirt will be awarded to 
the winner. Please drop off all 
entries to Hummingbird Office 
Supply by June 3, 2003. For more 
information call Nanci at 3105.
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News & Events

Canada Day 
Planning.

Planning for the 2nd Annual 
Canada Day Celebration 
has begun in earnest by the 
Discovery Islands Chamber 
of Commerce. We would like 
to remind entertainers that 
if they want to be part of the 
celebration, to keep July 1 open 
and make their interest known. 
Planning meetings are held the 
2nd Monday of each month 
at the Yak Shak @ 7:15pm and 
performers and volunteers are 
welcome to come and lend a 
hand.

Dessert Night
The Ladies “Creative Hearts” 

Dessert Night will be hled at the 
Quadra Island Bible Church June 
6 from 7-9 pm. Campfire and BBQ 
Tips will be shared and a Guest 
Speaker will be there. Please 
bring your special tips to share.

Preschool Open 
House

Quadra Island Preschool is 
having an Open House on June 
12 from 10am-12pm.  If you 
are interested in having your 
child attend preschool next 
September, now is the time to 
check it out.  Bring your child 
and join us for a project, have a 
snack, swing on the swings and 
have some fun. Come meet the 
kids, the teacher and some of 
the parents/board members.

 Nestled in the forest, Quadra 
Island Preschool is a beautiful 
place for your child to learn and 
play. We value beauty, creativity, 
cooperation, community and 
learning.  Our goal is to provide 
your child with a sense of 
security and belonging.  Self-
esteem and and self-confidence 
are fostered by the Preschool’s 
child-centred focus. As a parent, 
you will be actively involved 
in your child’s learning and 
development.  If you have a child 
who will be between the ages of 
2yr8mos and 5yrs in Sept., then 
this is your preschool -- come 
and see it.

Countdown to 
2nd Annual 
Canada Day 
Celebration

ENTERTAINERS:Singers, 
dancers, musicians, please 
phone Susan at 2556 to be 
included in the program.

CAKE CONTEST: Our local 
restaurants will again try to 
outdo themselves in baking 
special Quadra cakes. We’ve had 
requests to open a new category 
this year for home bakers. If you 
are not a commercial baker, and 
would like to participate in a 
“home baked” category, just 
bring your cake to the cake tent 
by 6 p.m. on July 1.

DONATION BOXES will be 
appearing shortly near the tills 
of many local businesses. Your 
spare change and more are most 
appreciated.

COSTUMES  Some patriotic 
people showed up in their 
red and whites last year; 
let’s see even more, and for 
incentive,we’ll have a prize 
for the costume that pleases 
the crowd the most. are most 
appreciated.

$7000 Raised 
for Cancer

I would like to thank the 
Community of Quadra Island 
for the wonderful support 
given to the Canadian Cancer 
Society this past April. Quadra 
Island raised $7117.12! This 
would not have been possible 
without our Canvassers. A 
special thank-you to Joy Bird, 
Sharon Brererton, Richard 
Calver, Kerstin Eastland, 
Pauline Falck, Mia Frishholz, 
Murray Garland, Jenny Hooper, 
Terry Hooper, Martha James, 
Sarah James, Geraldine Kenny, 
Debbie Manery, Julie Mellanby, 
Val McGuffie, Meghan O’Rourke, 
Leslie Richter, Kate Pokrandt, 
Lori Porter, Arlis Scott, Michele 
Sjoholm, and Ruth Williamson. 
Thank-you for your dedication 
to such a worthy cause. I would 
also like to thank Gwen Millar 
who canvassed the businesses 
on Quadra Island. This raised an 
extra $1,215.00. Campbell River 
and Quadra Island together 
raised approximately $85,000.0 

Mary Dennison 

Artists Wanted
Over the years, April 

Point Resort and Marina has 
exhibited local art throughout 
our property giving our guests 
an elevated sense of their 
surroundings here on beautiful 
Quadra Island. At last count, 
there are at least 127 resident 
artist on the island. We at “The 
Point” would like to continue to 
promote our local culture by 
inviting artists to exhibit their 
art “for sale” here at the lodge 
for the 2003 season, creating 
a gallery unlike any other. In 
2002 we sold over $20,000 
dollars worth of art, with no 
commission! April Point Resort 
and Marina will be opening on 
May 16. Interested artists can 
contact Joel at 285-2222 to 
discuss this great opportunity 
of promoting the great artists 
of Quadra Island to our 
international clientele.

Philosophy at 
Inner Garden

Jeff Grimm will finish 
the Quadra School of 
Philosophy Spring Lecture 
series with a talk on “Human 
Nature: Ego or Eco.”  Are human 
beings by nature separate 
and individual desiring egos 
with no apparent end to their 
desires?  Or are humans beings 
by nature interdependent and 
social beings at one with their 
environment?  What is the 
future of planet Earth....deep 
ecology and conservation or 
selfish human egos wasting all 
non-renewalable resources?

Jeff Grimm is a teacher at 
Discovery Community College 
in Campbell River and a co-
ordinator of their Human 
Support Worker Program.  Jeff 
blows a mean jazz trumpet, is a 
transpersonal psychologist, 
a meditation teacher and a 
member of the Quadra School 
of Philosophy.

The talk and discussion are 
at the Inner Garden on Tuesday, 
June 3rd at 7:30 p.m.  Free.  Call 
Steve at 285-3323 for more info.

Plant Donations
The Quadra Island Ladies 

Auxiliary Legion Branch #154 
would like to express their 
thanks and appreciation to 
all whom generously donated 
plants for our annual plant sale. 
Thank You

Summer Rec. 
Input Needed

Hello everyone, my name is 
Sonya Thompson and i a m the 
Summer Recreation Coordinator 
at the Quadra Island Community 
Centre this summer. Summer 
recretion is approaching fast 
and I am looking for public input. 
If you have any suggestions and 
ideas for programs or would 
like to run a program please 
call me at 285-3243 or drop by 
the Community Centre between 
8 am and 2 pm. I am looking 
forward to seeing and hearing 
from you this summer.

Oyster Rafts 
Stolen

Sometime between May 13 
and 14th, unknown suspectsw 
assisted in the release and/
or theft of two oyster rafts 
located in Gorge Harbour. The 
replacement cost is estimated 
at approximately $1800.00. If you 
have any information regarding 
this mischeif/theft to property 
please contact Quadra Island 
RCMP toll free at 1-866-888-
0088.
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Design Wanted
For a new cenotaph on the Legion 

grounds. While the efforts of those who 
erected our present cenotaph are very much 
appreciated and respected, it is felt the time 
has come to have a cenotaph that is more 
aesthetically pleasing and functional.

With a cenotaph being for the community 
as a whole we now ask you, the community, 
for your design and/or construction 
suggestions. Three points to consider are:

1) to incorporate the existing cenotaph 
into the design;

2) provide a wide (concrete?) base for the 
comfort of duty sentries on Remembrance 
Day;

3) keep costs as reasonable as possible.

Please submit designs and/or suggestions 
to: Cenotaph Committee, c/o Quadra Island 
Br. #154, R.C.L. PO Box 129 Heriot Bay, B.C. 
V0P 1H0

or contact Don McDonald (285-2258) or 
Bill Nutting (285-3394). The deadline for 
sub,missions is May 31/03. It is expected 
that a design decision will be made at the 
Legion’s June general meeting. Thank you.

Motorcycle Club 
A small group motorcycle enthusiasts 

are holding informal meetings at the 
Heriot Bay Inn. We invite anyone with a 
motorcycle or an interest in biking to join 
us every Thursday at 5 pm at the HBI. We 
will be riding in the 10th annual Quinsam 
Hotel Poker Run on June 15. This a fun day 
that raises money for the C.R. food bank and 
other charities. Plans are being formulated 
to have our own min-poker run some time 
in September and we would also like to 
include sports cars and othere vintage or 
fancy vheicles. Other ideas tossed around 
were rides to Cortes and BBQs at the Spit 
and the Haidaway resort on the Oyster 
River. Contact Esther 285-2888 or Wendy 
285-2452 for more info.

Serious Poultry 
Disease On Island?

Recently I noticed a sick towhee at 
our bird feeder:  the bird seemed dazed 
and its eyelids and the surrounding area 
were swollen and featherless.  It seems 
to have been a case of House Finch 
Disease(conjunctivitis), caused by the 
bacterium Mycoplasma gallisepticum, 
which affects poultry worldwide.  It was 
first seen in House Finches in Washington, 
D.C. in 1994 and has since spread across 
eastern North America.  It’s known to have 
reached the western U.S. and perhaps 
migrants have carried it here.  At any rate 
it’s serious - House Finch populations are 
estimated to have declined 60% in affected 
areas and it’s known to affect other song 
birds.  If you still have a bird feeder out, 
keep your eyes open for signs of sickness; 
if present either take the feeder down or 
sterilize it with 10% bleach.  Cornell Lab. 
of Ornithology is conducting a survey of 
the spread of HFD.  Their web site is  http:
//birds.cornell.edu.

Lyn Paterson

Peace Flick #3
 Quadra Action for Peace has shown 

two films in the past.  One on “9/11 Truth 
and Lies” and a second film called “What 
I Learned about American Foreign Policy.”  
Both films were very well received.  The 
third film in our ongoing series is called 
“The Trials of Henry Kissinger”  This is a BBC 
film exploring themes related to Kissinger’s 
activities as a “War Criminal” in Vietnam, 
East Timor, and Chile.  The film will provide 
a focus for viewing the current actions 
of the Bush Administration in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  This is a well researched and 
factual documentary.  In effect, this BBC film 
is the closest we may ever get to a real trial 
of Henry Kissinger.  

     Come to the Quadra Community Centre 
for the Friday, May 30 showing at 7:30 p.m.  
Admission is just $2 to cover the cost of 
rent.   Thanks to Gordon James for being 
our volunteer projectionist.  Call Steve for 
more info at 285-3323 

Senior Picnic
The Campbell River Parks and Recreation 

will host the West Coast Seniors Picnic, 
“Savour the Island,” on Wednesday, June 
11, 2003 from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm at 
the Sportsplex, 1800 South Alder Street, 
Campbell River. Tickets are $10 and are 
available at the Community Centre or 
Sportsplex.

50+ Dance
 Norm’s Combo will play great dance 

music for a 50-plus crowd in CR Saturday 
May 24 from 8 pm until 11 pm. Tickets are $5 
and are available at the door. Contact Linda 
Moore for more info 286-1161.

Outdoor Golf Clinics
Dave Ewart will host Thursday golf 

clinics from 10:30 am - noon for $13.00 per 
person. The clinics will be as follows: June 
5 – Full Swing at 1920 Sheltand Rd, June 
12 – Chipping at Sequoia Springs, June 19 
– Putting at Sequoia Springs. Register at the 
Community Cente or Sportsplex.
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Sailings
Cancelled

Several sailings will be 
cancelled on the Quadra/
Campbell River route on 
Saturday, May 31 and Sunday, 
June 1.  This is to allow the 
replacement of ramp apron 
bearings at the Quathiaski 
Cove dock.

The following sailings are 
cancelled, and will be replaced 
by water taxi service:

Sat., May 31

Departing Quathiaski Cove
11:00 pm

Departing Campbell River
11:30 pm

Sun., June 1

Depart Quathiaski Cove
6:15 am, 7:05, 8:00, 9:00, 10:00

Depart Campbell River
6:40 am, 7:30, 8:30, 9:30, 10:30

Regular Sunday service will 
resume with the 11:00 departure 
from Quathiaski Cove, and the 
11:30 departure from Campbell 
River.

Water taxi service will operate 
as required during the service 
day, between the Landings Pub 
float at the government wharf 
in Quathiaski Cove, and the 
Coast Marina in Campbell River 
(adjacent the BC Ferries ticket 
booth.)

BC Ferries apologizes 
for any inconvenience our 
customers may experience as 
we perform this necessary dock 
maintenance.

The Campbell River Hospital 
and Yucalta Lodge Foundation 
is please to announce the 5th 
Annual KIDS CARE FUN RUN to 
be held on Saturday, June 14, 
2003.  Children of all ages are 
being recruited to help raise 
money for a Patient Transport 
Monitor for the Campbell 
River Hospital.  Last year, the 
KIDS CARE FUN RUN raised 
over $6000 for urgently needed 
operating room stretchers at 
our hospital.

Registration will begin 
at 8:30am with the Fun Run 
starting at 9:30am.  The event 
has one kilometre, 2K and 3K  
distances that begin and end at 

the Canadian Tire Store at the 
Discovery Harbour Shopping 
Centre.  

The aim is to get as many 
children out as possible, 
including children in strollers 
and wheelchairs, but no 
rollerblades, bikes or pets 
are allowed on this route.  
Participants are encouraged 
to collect pledges that are 
handed in at registration.  Any 
other donations are gratefully 
accepted during the FUN RUN 
and a tax receipt can be issued.  
Each child who participates will 
be entered in a draw to win one 
of the  many prizes provided by 
Campbell River merchants.

5TH  Annual Campbell River Hospital & Yucalta Lodge 

Foundation:

The top two pledge 
collectors will win their choice 
of either a bike and helmet from 
Canadian Tire OR a television 
set from Zellers.  The pledge 
forms will be available in all 
schools or can be obtained 
from Canadian Tire.

The KIDS CARE FUN RUN 
is a great way for families to 
exercise together and support 
the Hospital at the same time.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
call Maria at 286-4355 during 
the day, or 923-1344 at night, 
or call the Hospital Foundation 
office at 830-6958.

Kids Care Fun Run

 For the third year in a row 
the Quadra Island Quilt Guild is 
joining with the gardeners on the 
island to present a combination 
of gardens and quilts during the 
Quadra Island Quilt and Garden 
Tour, June 28 & 29.  The theme 
for the gardens this year is ‘New 
Gardens and Mature Gardens’ 
with only three of the gardens 
being on previous garden 
tours. Many of the gardens 
have been developed over the 
past 7 years, most starting from 
bush.  The gardens encompass 
a variety of styles, from a 
commercial vineyard to ponds, 
perennial beds, and vegetable 
gardens. They all  show just how 
fast plants will grow on this rocky 
island of ours.  This is a great 
opportunity for new gardeners to 
check out what grows well here 
and for experienced gardeners to 
get to know more unusual plants 
and talk to the gardeners about 
them.  Brian Scott, a well known 
artist from the Comox Valley, will 
be painting in one of the gardens 
on Saturday.

 The Quadra Quilters will be 
hanging quilts in 6 of the gardens.  
The combination of quilts and 
gardens seems to be a natural 
one with overlap in both the 
people involved and the use of 
colour in both art forms.  It will 
be a chance to see up close the 

beautiful raffle quilts and to buy 
raffle tickets at the same time.

 Tickets for the tour are $12 
for both days for adults and $6 
for children under the age of 12 
years.  As in previous years the 
proceeds will go to the Quadra 
Island Recreation Society and 
are earmarked for landscaping 
around the south side of the 
building.  Tickets are available 
at the following places:  April 
Point Resort, Batoche, Explore, 
Heriot Bay Inn, On Root Garden 
Centre, TsaKwaLuten  Resort and 
the Tourist Information Booth.  
Our thanks go to those outlets 
for agreeing to sell tickets once 
more.  As the island gets busier 
by the end of June, it might be 
best to pick up your tickets early 
so you and your guests are not 
disappointed. 

Quadra Island Quilt and Garden 
Tour Coming Soon

Quilt Batts 
Wanted

Do you want to get together 
with a small group of friendly 
quilters who like to laugh?

Can you play (gather) in the 
evening on a regular basis?

Are you interested in fabric 
swaps, round robin projects, 
making quilts together, and 
having fun? Perhaps you are 
a charter member of the Quilt 
Batts!

If this sounds like fun, contact 
Cory at 3588, or leave your name 
at the Color Wheel.
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Claire is on a pilgrimage.  This months 
article written by her sister Kay Sera-Sira.

Some people have asked me if the 
future is immutable or whether 
we can change the future by prior 

knowledge.  I picked up a hitchhiker on the 
old psychic highway the other day who 
tried to convince me that the future was 
mutable by telling me that if he had known 
what Gordon Campbell was really like before 
the election he would not have voted for 
him and his friends wouldn’t have voted 
for him and thus the election would have 
been different.  I assured him that anyone so 
stupid as to be surprised by Campbell was 
too stupid to do anything about the election 
anyway and so he was not to blame.  I didn’t 
bother to tell him that a politician was a 
politician and that it might not matter who 
was voted in.  In the end, however it’s the 
wrong question.

The question should be, if we knew for 
certain about a bad future who would you 
pick to make the right decision to avoid 
it.  When it comes down to it our future 
is written fairly clearly in our past and 
yet we’ve never had a leader who could 
manage not to make the same mistakes 
again.  If the American jihad on Iraq, free 

trade, the devastation of the environment 
and the continued ignorance of the poor 
and the slaughter in ‘unimportant’ areas of 
the world teaches us anything it’s that even 
when we know what we’re doing we don’t 
know what we’re doing.

I’m always been amused by these people 
who carry signs saying Save the Planet.  The 
planet has survived being struck by huge 
meteorites, a couple of ice ages, a few flips 
of the magnetic pole and various and sundry 
activities we don’t know about yet.  It was 
formed by random atoms getting together 
after the biggest explosion in eternity.  Until 
the sun goes super nova or we hit an asteroid 
the size of the moon, the planet is safe.  The 
creatures on the planet, however, are not quite 
as robust.  Perhaps a sign saying  Help, I don t̓ 
want my great grandchildren to be cockroaches 
would be more in line with reality.

Is the future mutable?  Yes

Can we change it?  Not until the most 
powerful nations start spending more on 
education than they do on the military.

Suggestions? Next time someone with 
more than half a brain shows up, don’t turn 
them into a god by killing them off when 
they’re still young.

How will we recognize a person with 
more than half a brain.  Oops, sorry, times 
up…gotta go.

By Claire Voyent

What do you do with 
a problem like the 

Future?

The first annual Cortes Island Oyster 
Festival was a smashing success. The 
weather cooperated, the turnout was great 
and everyone had a fantastic time – even 
the police stayed away and there were no 
hassles and no problems! But, the greatest 
reward was to see everyone come together 
in true Island spirit simply to have fun and 
enjoy themselves.

I would like to thank all those who 
participated, who gave generously of their 
time, donated money and goods, and pitched 
in to make it a day to be remembered - to 
George Sirk and the Regional District, the 
Quadra Credit Union, The Friends of Cortes, 
the Bee Islets Corp, the Shellfish Growers Co-
op, Cortes Island Seafood Assoc, the Quadra 
Credit Union, and individual shellfish 
growers for their generous donations that 
provided the funds to get organized; to 

BC Ferries for their efficient handling of 
overloads, the firefighters for traffic control, 
the chefs and helpers, the people with their 
wonderful sales and display booths; but in 
particular, my heartfelt appreciation goes to 
the organizers who worked so well to bring 
it together. Thanks everyone.

What a Party at Oyster Fest

Jeremy Walsh Band to 
Rock May Day

Get out your dancing shoes; the Jeremy 
Walsh Band is coming to Quadra Island. 
This high-energy five-piece group fuses an 
enlivening mix of many different influences. 
Intertwining a funky Celtic sound with 
rhythms and melodies ranging from African 
and Cuban, to alt- country, to gypsy and 
Newfie folk.   

Originally from Victoria, Jeremy Walsh 
brought the group together over time. His 
strong vocals, guitar and whistle playing 
blend well with African hand drums, a 
didgeridoo, a gut bucket bass, a drum kit 
and amazing fiddle playing that ties the 
different instruments and genres together. 
This infectious combination is guaranteed to 
get your feet tapping and your body moving 
on the dance floor. The group brings with it 
a new and exciting Canadian sound bringing 
folk music lovers, Celtic music lovers, and 
people who just love to dance out for a fun 
filled musical evening.

The Jeremy Walsh Band will be playing 
at the Quadra Island Recreation Center on 
May 24th. The doors will open at 7:30 pm, 
with an opening show by the local African 
percussion group BeatRoot, a band sure 
to get everybody warmed up to dance the 
night away. The Jeremy Walsh Band will 
come on after. Good Mexican food will be 
served along with refreshments during the 
dance. Tickets are $10 in advance and $12 at 
the door, and are available at Quadra Crafts 
and Explore Gallery. For more information 
on The Jeremy Walsh Band check out their 

website at www.jeremywalsh.ca.

May Day will 
Shine May 24    

May Day is happening at Rebecca Spit, 
rain or shine, starting at 10 a.m. with the 
parade. Official ceremonies follow at the 
meadow area, with Queen Tyanaa Assu, 
Princess Alice Field and Princess Lindsay 
Renda, all winners of the speach contest, 
presiding.

The details of May Day were printed in 
the last Discovery Islander, but once again, 
we thank the many people who do their 
part to make this a great day. Without you, 
it wouldn’t happen!

Dance to Beat Root and the Jeremy Walsh 
Band Saturday evening at the Community 
Centre.

More on what happened....in the next 
edition of the Islander.

Sandy Spearing 285 3243 8-2:00 Mon-Fri

Great Walk, Donate 
Books for Charity

Are you taking part in the Great Walk? 
Would you like to walk for charity? North 
Island Survivors’s Healing Society, operating 
the CR Sexaul Assault Cente since 1993, 
needs your support. And  donate good used 
books for the charity’s Fall Fundraiser. For 
more information or to arrange a book drop 
off time call Gail 287-3325, Tues 9:30-4:30 or 
nishs@cren.net 

http://www.jeremywalsh.ca
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 Wow, what a weekend it was! Jugglers 
did indeed come to us from all over. We had 
about 60 full weekend participants, plus 
locals coming for a day; and the Saturday 
night show was a full house. Pretty good 
for our fi rst festival we fi gure. We ended up 
on top fi nancially, ready to begin again next 
year. But the biggest success of all was how 
happy everyone was, they all say they will 
come again, and bring their friends. 

Our community Centre, with all it’s 
addition’s space was so perfect for this 
event, and everyone from afar(about 
50)enjoyed the comfort of local homes, and 
the warmth of our community spirit.

The workshops we arranged were well 
attended. Beginners especially enjoyed the 
hula-hoops, poi swinging, and balancing 
classes; as well as beginning balls and 
diabolo. 

The food on premises was scrumptious 
and very reasonably priced.

The two bands we had play, Beat Root 
and First Pressing were perfect for juggling 
to, and much appreciated!

The Friday night Renegade Show 
(which is a jugglers’ open stage) was 
hosted by Seattle’s August the Poet. It was 
delightfully full of performers, and whooping 
hollering hecklers (which is expected and 
appropriate at Renegade shows) and had 
me and everyone else absolutely laughing 
our guts out.

Then the Saturday night show...The Mud 
Bay Jugglers were fantastic! Very profi cient, 
and very hilarious, and all without speaking 
a word. Their slow motion routine, and their 
“Restaurant Fantastico” skit, had us all in 
stitches. And then when the one guy just 
ran right up the other guys back onto his 
shoulders, amazing. As opening acts for 
their show we had The Lopez Jugglers (who 
were delightful), and Quadralia (comprised 
of Jaron Fox from Quadra and Tamour from 
Australia doing a beautifully artistic contact 
juggling piece. So professionally done no one 
would of guessed the two had just met the 
day before from continents apart).

Neon Husky Juggling Props came up from 
Seattle to supply their wares, and others 
sent donated door prizes which were very 
well recieved. 

Tons of people volunteered their time 
in a variety of ways, too many individuals 
to possibly list in this write up (you know 
who you are, and we thank you with all of 
our hearts!). 

I personally would like to extend my 
deepest gratitude to those who joined me 
as the committee of organizers; Maureen 
Fox, Linda Lessard, Jaron Freeman-Fox, 
and John Baumfi eld. It absolutely could not 
of happenned without this core group.

We, as a committee, are very thankful to 
all who helped fi nance this event. Our thanks 
to the Comox-Strathcona Regional District, 
Tsakwaluten Lodge, Quadra Island Artsfest, 
Quadra Builders, Spirit of the West, Island 
Cycle, The Yak Shak, Quadra Credit Union, 
Soapstone Studio, Bold Point Farmstay, Isle 
Tech Auto, Coastal Spirits, Quadra Storage, 
and Heriot Bay Inn.

And thanks too to those businnesses 
who donated items: Hummingbird Offi ce 
Supplies, Heriot Bay Store, Quadra Foods, 
The Hungry Eye, Thrifty Foods, Superstore 
and SuperValue.

Having planned this festival for over 
one and a half years, I must say I was 
totally satisfi ed with the results. Plans are 
already begun for next year and we whole 
heartedly (and almost a touch desperately) 
invite anyone to help us out in this process; 
call me at 285-2533 if you would like to get 
involved.

Juggle Club is on Tuesdays from 4 - 6 pm 
at the Community Centre until June 10th, 
anyone welcome for $2.50 drop in ,and if 
you are not already a juggler we’ll happily 
teach you how .

Once again, thanks to all of Quadra for 
adopting this as a Community event, it will 
only get better, and add to the spirit of our 
Island. Thank you.

Laura Appleton-Jones

Flipping, Spinning and Tossing:
A Post Jugglefest Report
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This Spring Become 
Kitten Foster Family
Spring means sunshine, flowers, and 

kittens – litters of them!! That’s where the 
local SPCA and kind-hearted people like 
YOU, and Rod and Marvis Owens, come in· 
The Owens family has fostered dozens of 
kittens for the SPCA.

Foster families are in great demand in  
this area, and since kitten “season” is here, 
the need is immediate. Rod (chair of the 
CR Branch of the SPCA and responsible for 
the foster parent program) says, “The only 
problem the program faces is that after we 
obtain foster parents they often get attached 
to the kittens, end up adopting, and then we 
lose a great home for further fostering!”

 Kathleen Embree, manager of the shelter, 
acknowledges the merits of the foster parent 
program. “By allowing the kittens to live the 
beginning of their lives in a home, rather 
than the shelter, they receive more attention 
and affection, which sets them up to be 
smarter and more affectionate pets. Just like 
children need nurturing, so do animals, so 
this is probably the most important step in 
a kitten’s life.”

A peek in the Owens’ household 
enlightens you to the peace of mind these 
little critters and their Mom can achieve 
away from the shelter. Kittens scamper up 
the carpeted pole in their living room then 
race down the other side. They chase each 
other around the house, clamber up the 
furniture (even the visitors) and have the 
time of their lives - until their mother cries 
out for them to settle down and she seeks 
them out to pack them away. There’s no 
competition with other cats, there’s room 
to grow, and sleep comes with peace and 
quiet...

 Spaying and neutering helps to control 
the pet population, while foster parenting 
gives a “leg up” to the adorable fur-balls that 
made it into the world. If youâre interested in 
becoming a part of this rewarding volunteer 
opportunity, give Rod or Kathleen a call at 
the shelter at 286-6131.
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Burning Season coming; know the rules and be safe 
by Murray Johnson

OPEN BURNING AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Before too long, the seasonal ban on 
open burning will be imposed, meanwhile 
burning is still permitted. Quadra Island 
does not have a local burning bylaw, and 
therefore we fall under the control of the 
B.C. Ministry of Forests, via the Coastal 
Fire Centre. The rules for open burning are 
laid out in the Forest Fire Prevention and 
Suppression Regulation and are available on 
the Ministry of Forests Protection Branch 
web site at www.for.gov.bc.ca/protect, or 
by calling 1-888-797-1717. We also have 
some pamphlets on it at the fire hall. The 
Quadra Island Volunteer Fire Department 
does not determine when burning bans will 
be imposed or lifted; we simply take steps to 
enforce them when they are in place.

If you are burning when allowed, PLEASE 
ensure that you are complying with the laws 
designed to protect the environment that 
limit what you can burn. Even if your fire 
is a Category 1 or 2 burn and you are not 
required to obtain a burn reference number, 
the law says that you must still comply with 
the Open Burning Smoke Control Regulation 
under the Waste Management Act. There is 
information on the above web site and toll-
free number.  In particular, please be aware 
that it is an OFFENCE to burn prohibited 
materials, including TIRES, plastics, 
drywall, demolition waste, DOMESTIC 
WASTE, asphalt products, treated lumber, 
railway ties, manure, rubber, paint, tar paper, 
and fuel/lubricant containers.  In addition 
to running the risk of being fined by the 
conservation officer, if you burn prohibited 
materials there’s a very good chance that 
the Fire Department will show up, as the 
colour of the smoke and/or the smell usually 
prompts a few calls to 911. We seem to have 
had a bit of trouble with this lately, and have 
now established a policy that all incidents 
that we attend where prohibited materials 
are being purposefully burned will result in 
a call to the conservation officer.

CHIMNEY FIRES

Every year we respond to a few chimney 
fires, many of which have potential to spread 
to other parts of the house. This spring we 
had a couple that were very stubborn, had 
very serious potential consequences, and 
in one case had spread into the wall of the 
house by heat transfer. If the owner had 
not been at home the house would likely 
have been fully engulfed by the time we 
were called. As the heating season draws 
to a close, I want to take the opportunity to 
encourage all owners of chimneys of wood-
burning stoves and fireplaces to have their 
chimneys properly cleaned BEFORE next fall.  
If you are cleaning it yourself, be sure that 
you are getting ALL the deposits of creosote 
scraped off and OUT OF THE CHIMNEY.  In a 
couple of the serious chimney fires we had, 
the chimneys had been recently swept, 
but there were built-up accumulations of 
creosote in bottom portions of the chimney; 
these burned long and very hot!

WOOD STOVE INSPECTIONS

Frequently we are asked if the Fire 
Department does certification inspections of 
wood stove installations, generally to satisfy 
an insurance requirement. The answer is no, 
we do not have any inspectors.  If you look 
under Chimney Service in the Yellow Pages, 
you will see a number of firms advertising 
certified inspections.

FIRE DEPARTMENT BURNING DOWN 
BUILDINGS

We occasionally get people asking us to 
burn down an old building for them as a 
training exercise. We recently accepted an 
unwanted house on Heriot Bay Road and 
after extensive dry runs and very valuable 
live fire training scenarios, we supervised 
its burning to the ground.  We would 
like people to understand, however, that 
there are very specific requirements for a 
structure to meet our needs, and that we 
do not accept all that is offered. There is a 
financial cost as well as an extensive time 
commitment by our volunteers to burning 
donated buildings, and we therefore have 

to realize real training value from it to be 
worthwhile.  Buildings too dangerous to 
enter, buildings full of garbage, buildings 
too large or too close to exposures (other 
things that can burn), or buildings with too 
much hazardous material are of no use to us 
and will not be accepted.  We can also accept 
limited opportunities in any one year, and 
can only burn outside of fire season. If you 
have any interest in donating a structure to 
be burned for training, by all means contact 
the Fire Chief or Deputy Chief, and we’ll take 
a look at it. Thanks!

APPLYING TO JOIN THE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

If you have are thinking of applying to join 
the Fire Department, we accept applications 
year-round.  To qualify to apply, you must be 
18 or over, in good health, able to commit to 
a certain amount of training time, willing to 
undergo a criminal record check, and able 
to provide acceptable character references. 
It also helps to have a vehicle in order to be 
able to respond to the fire hall when you’re 
called out! Volunteers in our department 
are not paid, however there is no financial 
cost to being a member. You provide your 
time, and in return we offer you a variety 
of training, the opportunity to perform a 
highly valuable service for your community, 
association with a dedicated and friendly 
group of individuals, and of course 
the chance to put out fires and rescue 
people…To find out more and to obtain an 
application form, contact Fire Chief Murray 
Johnson at 285-2281 or Deputy Chief Sharon 
Clandening at 285-3373.  To get an idea of 
what it’s about, you may also show up at a 
regular practice night, every Tuesday at 7:
30 p.m. at the #1 Fire Hall. 

This column appears in the Discovery Islander 
every now and then.  Our thanks to the publishers 
for giving us this opportunity. If you ever have any 
topics that you would like covered regarding the 
Fire Department, fire safety, regulations, etc., or 
questions that we may be able to answer, please 
feel free to contact us:  QIVFD, Box 80, Quathiaski 
Cove, BC,  V0P 1N0,  Attn: Fire Chief  Phone 285-
3262   Fax 285-3273.   You may also contact this 
writer at email murray@island.net if you like.

http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/protect
mailto:murray@island.net
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Quadra Boys PeeWee Minor Fastball Team dominated the 
competition in Sooke B.C. May 9,10 & 11, sweeping the Wally Butler 
Memorial Tournament 6-0 and taking the Gold Medals.

Quadra PeeWee’s Win Gold in Sooke

This summer the Yak Shack 
Open Stage begins its fifth year 
providing a venue to share 
your talents with a captive 
audience and help support local 
organisations. 

We’ve enjoyed a wonderful 
variety of performances, 
including poetry, music and 
juggling delivered by young 
and old, from beginners 
tentative steps to polished 
professionals. 

I’ve decided to step aside 
as M.C. So, Friday, June 6th 
will be my last evening as 
your host. Carrie Bridges has 
enthusiastically volunteered to 
take over the reins, and Quadra’s 
own Human Dynamo, Jack Mar, 
will continue to provide his 
supprt, baked goodies and 
delicious hot coffee. Not to 
mention a roof over our heads 
or a deck under our feet – as 

the weather improves (it will! 
– honestly).

Thank you so much for your 
support, encouragement and 
participation. I know some of 
you enjoy the limelight, but 
many folks have to summon 
a lot of courage to get up and 
share their gifts and I especially 
applaud them, both literally and 
figureatively. This show is really 
what you make it, so for those 
of you still waiting to perfect 
your skills just come and do it! 
We’ll love you for where you’re 
at right now. 

And if you’ve been saying, 
“Someday I’ll perform at the Yak 
Shack” – make it the next one.

I hope you’ve all enjoyed it as 
much as I have. We’ve certainly 
had some good fun. And I look 
forward to a lot more with Carrie 
as your new host. 

John Wlaton

New M.C. 

For Yak Shack Open Stage The Comox Valley United 
Soccer Club and the Edge Pub 
are proud to announce the 
2nd annual “Edge 7 aside Co-
ed Adult Soccer Tournament” 
June 6,7 and 8 at the Valley 
View Fields in Courtenay. This 
year there are four categories 
including Men’s Open 19 yrs+, 
Ladies Open 30 yrs+, Co-ed 
competitive 19 yrs+ and the 
most prestigious category, 
which should accommodate 
the more seasoned player, 
experienced or not, Co-ed 
recreational 30 yrs+. Teams 
this year are coming from as 
far away as San Diego and 
Nanaimo.

Last year the tournament 
was on site at Lewis Park and 
fans on the sidelines and from 
the licnesed gardens witnessed 
some spectacular soccer action 
coming from the unique seven a 
side format for play. The field is 
scaled down to 50 by 75 yards, 
there is no offside rule, subbing 
is on the fly, three females on 
the field at all times in the co-ed 

categories, no punting by the 
goals keeper, full sized goals and 
two 20 minute halves. Referees 
also carry a “Blue Card,” which 
could be given to any player at 
any time for any reason, but with 
a consequence that only a seven 
aside soccer player knows. 
“Beware the blue card!”

The tournament includes 
door prizes, best team name 
award, team and individual 
awards, Pub Night at the Edge 
Pub in Comox on the Saturday 
night, (Edge Bucks), and more. 
Registration is on now until May 
31, 2003. Team captains may 
register their team by email to 
hifocus@shaw.ca, or by phone 
or fax to 339-0276. Individual 
players who wish to be placed 
on a team can call with the 
category they wish to play in. 
Any further inquiries can be 
directed to Jill Nelson at 339-
0276. Tournament proceeds go 
to the CVUSC Clubhouse fund 
and the Mid Island Women’s 
Soccer Association. Do not miss 
the deadline, register now.

Seven Aside Soccer Tourney in CV

The Yak Shack Open Stage happens the first Friday of every month 
at 7:30 pm. Beginners, experts and spectators are welcome.



14 Discovery Islander #292 May23rd, 2003 www.discoveryis lands.ca/news Discovery Islander #292 May 23rd, 2003 15www.discoveryis lands.ca/news

� � � � � � � � � ��

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
��

��
��

��
��

��
��

������� ������
���������� ���������
���������������� ��������������

���� �������� �� ���������

������� �������� ���������❖

��� �������� ��� ��������
������ ����������������������

��� ��� ���������� ���� �� ��� ���

May Day
Schedule of Events and who 
does what when...

“A Novel Idea/What’s your favourite story?” is 
the theme of May Day 2003. Join your friends and 
neighbours in a big community picnic at Rebecca 
Spit, Saturday May 24, 2003.

Celebrate the coming of Spring and Summer 
with  colour, costumes, floats, music--the more 
zany and  bizarre the better! Let your imaginations 
soar, representing any  of the best novels you’ve 
read, or your favourite story. For the very clever: 
demonstrate “a novel idea.”  Get your friends, or 
the neighbourhood gang involved in a float.... 
 

8:30 a.m. Gates open for parade  
  entries.

9:00-10 Free shuttle from Heriot  
  Bay Inn to the Spit.

10:00  Parade starts from   
  beginning of Spit to the  
  parking lot.

11:00  Official ceremonies.

12:00 ish Box Lunch auction. Face  
  painting. Concession.

12:30 ish Afternoon entertainment  
  begins. 

1:15  ish Foot races begin.

1:30       Sailboat race begins.

2:00-3:00 Shuttle back to H.B.I.

We would like to thank all the people 
who helped to make our concert a success. 
Just as it takes a village to raise a child , it 
takes a community to support a community 
choir. We want to thank our wonderful 
community who extended their support on 
many levels.

To the people who came out to share 
our music with us, we appreciate your 
participation.

To the people who volunteered their 
time to make it all work we offer buckets of 

gratitude: Tracy Tomlinson on lights, George 
Murdoch on sound, Quadra Preschool for 
the concession, John Baumfield on front 
of house.

To the people who offered their support 
by taking the opportunity to advertise in 
our program: Quadra Credit Union, Quadra 
Island Recreation Society, Alder Insurance 
and Evergreen Savings Credit Union, 
Café Aroma, Discovery Islands Realty, 
Fermentations, John Gregg, Headquarters 
Hair Salon and Day Spa, Heriot Bay Inn, 
Heriot Bay Store, Hummingbird Office 
Supply, Isletech Auto Service, Joyce‚s Music 
Lessons, Music Plant, Peoples Drug Mart, 
Petro-Canada, Quadra Chiropractic, Quadra 
Fitness, Quadra Foods, Quest Shoes, and 
Whiskey Point Resort.

To Nanci Cook for program layout and 
design, Leslie Matthews for cover & poster 
illustration and design, Nancy Belliveau for 
program marketing, Michele Fitzgerald for 
typing.

To our special guests Helen Moats ,and 
Laurie North (and a special thanks to Laurie 
who requested that in lieu of payment or 
any token of our appreciation we make a 
donation to the food bank).

We are truly grateful for the expertise 
and sense of humour of our musical 
director John Montgomery, and we have 
great appreciation for the expertise and 
constancy of  our accompanist Mary-Ellen 
Wilkins.

Thanks are also due to the Board of 
Directors: Nancy Belliveau, Maureen 
McCardell, Sandy McCairns, Barb Baumfield, 
Sue Rose, and Linda Spetch.

Quadra Singers Express Gratitude
The Quadra 
Singers, at left, 
would like to thank 
the entire Quadra 
Island community 
for a successful 
singing season.
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Over the past many years our Quadra 
community has participated in a global 
exchange through its sponsorship of  
(currently)  2 preschool/daycare programs  
in remote areas of  the NorthernPhilippines. 
We continue to offer financial support as 
well as maintain ongoing correspondence 
between the children of  these daycares and  
the children of ourlocal We-Wai-Kai Daycare 
in Cape Mudge as well as with Robin Beatonís 
kindergarten/grade 1 class. The following 
letter comes to us from the  teacher of  the 
Lacnog village community daycare in the 
Philippines.

Dear Quadra Island Community,

Thank-you very much for your beautiful 
cards and drawings from your daycare 
pupils. How nice they were to look at! The 
children  here enjoyed reading and looking 
at the Valentine cards. We hope that you  
enjoyed our cards for  both Christmas 
and Valentines Day.  Our children still keep 
looking at your pictures.

Our graduation is nearly approaching at 
the end of this month.. The children are  now 
busy practicing for their part in this coming 
graduation. They are practicing their poems 
as well as practicing their  Kalinga  cultural 
songs and dances.

The people here in the Lacnog community 
are busy watering their rice fields. Some 
have gone to other places in order to earn 

money or rice for their living because it is a  
a crisis time in Lacnog.  The climate is very 
cold right now. Even though it is summer  
it is as cold as December. However, the 
parents must still go to their work early in 
the morning. 

Again, thanks so much for your 
generosity. We pray that God will provide 
you more for this year. Your support means 
a lot to my people . God Bless you and thank 
you all.

Respectfully yours,  Elena Dangani, 
Daycare Teacher Summer break for students  
in the Philippines takes place during April 
and May (generally the hottest months) 
and the school year resumes again  in  
early June. At the end of  this May, seven 
anthropology students from the University 
of Victoria will travel to the Philippines as 
volunteers to help document the culture of  
the Kalinga tribal people in the northern 
part of Luzon. These students will  then  
create a curriculum for use in schools 
for this area.  They are responding to a 
long-standing request by tribal elders to 
help them preserve the Kalinga culture 
including  its myths and stories. The Ipil 
and Lacnog daycare programs supported 
by Quadra  Island are in this same area. To 
help maintain more direct contact between 
Quadra and the Philippine daycares, the 
volunteer students have offered to bring 
our greetings  to the daycare children as 
well small gifts  to some of the youth being 
supported by Quadra families through 
IAT’s sponsorship program  We wish the 
volunteers all the best with their project 
plans and look forward to hearing news of  
their trip when they return.  For information 
about the Quadra/Philippines Connection 
or IAT’s child sponsorship program, contact 
Carol Foortat 285-3035.

News From Quadra’s Philipine Connection

Island Forum

Articles, letters and artwork are all welcome for publication under Island Forum
Opinions & endorsements expressed herein are those of the contributors and do not represent the views of the publishers.

If you would like to see an alternative point of view represented...submit something yourself.

Next deadline 7pm Monday, June 6th 2003

Who’s the Pot calling 
the Kettle black?

Rate increases “unacceptable to and 
unaffordable” 

Quote from Discovery Islander’s 2003-
05-09, Regional Director’s Report: “At the 
handing over of the Corporation to the 
new Ferry Services, Inc. it was stated that 
there would be a MAXIMUM cap of 4.4% 
on average, per annum, rate increase on 
the commuter runs like ours but that they 
would not necessarily be making increases 
to the tariff at that rate. It would only be if 
they needed it.

Quote from the Ministry of Provincial 
Revenue, Budget Bulletin 2003-02-28:  
“Effective April 1, 2003, the 1.25 per litre 
payable to BC Ferries Corporation on clear 
gasoline and clear diesel is discontinued. 
This portion of the tax is redirected to the 
provinces consolidated revenue fund.” 
(It’s noteworthy that the gas taxes are 
reallocated, not to be spent on highways 
or transportation, but instead to increase 
“General” revenues).

Continuing the quote from the Regional 
Director’s Report: “Well, at the Coastal 
Council we were told, guess what folks, 
that the increase WILL BE 4.4% on average, 
PER ANNUM... That means that in the next 5 
years they are planning a compounded 25% 
(roughly) increase to the existing fares. We 
told them this is absolutely unacceptable 
and that it will be unacceptable to and 
unaffordable by our communities.” 

Meanwhile, back on Quadra Island, the 
increase in local property taxes for 2003 has 
been ‘kept’ down by Jim Abram’s Comox-
Strathcona Regional District to only 6.37% 
over last year, keeping the increase over 
the last seven years down to just 54.43%, 
an average of only 7.78% per year.  Should 
we be appreciative … eh??

Hmmm …. can anyone remember when 
we had, if ever, a local or a provincial 
politician who really and truly represented 
their constituents, instead of their own 
personal ideologies or their political 
party’s line?

Ted Conover

Congrats Spencer
Congratulations Spencer on making the 

BC Fastball Provincial Team. Spencer, 15, will 
be going to the Western Canadians with the 
baseball team this summer.

Love Mom, Dad, Tyler and Jordie
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by Steven Halliday

Un-Free 
Trade

Recently the word “empire” has 
come back into use on a much 
more frequent basis, and it is not 

referring to those of the past.  In theory, 
there are no empires on the planet at 
this time, indeed there hasn’t been one in 
existence since the British ceded control 
of India, thereby ending their own empire.  
Some now claim that the American presence 
in Afghanistan and Iraq is simply a precursor 
to further expansion, thereby creating a 21st 
century American empire.  Of course, this 
is nonsense.  The USA is not creating an 
empire; they have already achieved one via 
economics.  

The Economics of Empire is an essay 
written by William Finnegan in May’s issue of 
Harper’s Magazine. He argues that American 
dominance of the tools of free trade, such as 
the World Bank and International Monetary 
Fund, has in effect lead to the creation of 
an economic empire hugely favourable to 
US interests.  Unfortunately the benefits 
supposedly created by the expansion of 
free trade (as defined by the foregoing 
institutions) appear to flow primarily in 
one direction – towards the US.

The essay is damning in its examination 
of the previous attempts by these 
organisations to “reform” economies in 
countries that desperately seek their 
assistance.  Particular attention is given to 
Bolivia, which has seen things go from bad 
to extremely bad under the auspices of the 
I.M.F. and the World Bank, who stepped in 
when inflation reached 24,000 percent in 
1985.  The appointed advisor to the Bolivian 
government, Jeffrey Sachs, applied a series 
of measures he calls “shock treatment” 
to the economy, including devaluing the 
currency, eliminating the minimum wage 
and cutting state spending drastically, and of 
course privatising state-owned businesses, 
such as the water and electricity suppliers.  
Today, the Bolivian economy can best be 
described as a basket case.  

Defending his lack of success, Sachs 
states “I always told the Bolivians, from 
the very beginning, that what you have 
here is a miserable, poor economy with 
hyperinflation: if you are brave, if you are 
gutsy, if you do everything right, you will 
end up with a miserable, poor economy with 
stable prices.”  Not very encouraging.  

Bolivia sits atop one of the largest stores 
of natural wealth in South America – gold, 
oil and gas to name a few – but it is still the 
poorest country on the continent.  Part of 
the process applied by the global bankers 
is that the country must open up to the free 
trade process, and eliminate all barriers and 
restrictions.  The intrusion into government 
is so broad that one Bolivian newspaper 
editor declared “The World Bank is the 
government of Bolivia”.

The I.M.F. and World Bank are both 
headquartered in Washington.  The 
president of the World Bank has always 
been an American, and the USA holds a 
veto on World Bank matters.  US policy and 
interests are woven into the very structure 
of the organisations.  They both have lofty 
missions and ideals, but how successful have 
they been in their 60 years of existence? 

 The author quotes a recent study that 
reveals I.M.F. programs have had, overall, 
a negative effect on economic growth in 
participating countries.  And the World 
Bank’s declared mission of reducing poverty 
has been ineffective – there are now more 
than 1 billion people living on less than $1 a 
day, up from 800 million in 1972.  It is difficult 
to point to a success.  

Argentina is touted as an example, but 
it proved to be a short-term fix.  Called in 
to assist when their economy resembled 
Bolivia’s, Argentina appeared well on the 
way to recovery through the 90’s until 
1998, when recession set in, and in 2001 
they defaulted on their debt of $141 billion.  
Today, they have 20% unemployment, 50% 
of the population live in poverty, and their 

economy shrank by 11% in 2002.  The newly 
declared President of Argentina has made no 
secret of his mistrust of foreign intervention, 
and has no intention of entering into the Free 
Trade Area of the Americas, a US initiative.  
Brazil’s newly elected President feels the 
same way.  So does the average Bolivian, 
now much poorer than he/she was before 
the World Bank took over.

Using free trade as an economic tool has 
not been successful when applied by these 
organisations.  Not when the playing field is 
so unlevel, with most benefits accruing to 
US investors picking up state assets at fire 
sale prices.  Or when selective free trade 
is practised, as evidenced by US trade 
barriers to softwood lumber or foreign steel.  
Today’s successful economies have always 
been created by the use of trade barriers 
to protect fledgling industries.  Think South 
Korea, Taiwan, Singapore and Malaysia – all 
of these countries carefully protected their 
infant exporting industries.  As did the 
USA.  Such measures are anathema to the 
I.M.F. and World Bank, and find no place in 
their prescriptions to countries unfortunate 
enough to be clients.

The ideals behind the creation of these 
economic bodies were both admirable and 
sound, but have lost out to the realities 
of today’s global economy.  The largest 
economy in the world uses every tool in 
it’s belt to promote globalization, on their 
terms, and the I.M.F. and World Bank are, 
sadly, tools in that belt.  

As Finnegan states “Our leaders’ 
(referring to the USA) passion for “free 
trade” is driven not by altruism but by a 
desire to open new markets for U.S. firms 
and products”.  Sadly, for countries like 
Bolivia, they can’t just change banks.  The 
World Bank has no competitors.

Interested readers should consult  “One 
World, Ready or Not” by William Greider 
for more information on the implications 
of impending globalization.
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Quadra Island Studio Tour
by Tanya Storr

Business ProfileBusiness Profile

Quadra artists are busy preparing 
to open their studio doors to the 
public for a weekend of fabulous 

art and demonstrations of work in progress. 
On June 7 and 8, more than 30 artists will be 
displaying their work at 15 studios and the 
Quadra Community Centre.

“We’re hoping for an excellent turnout 
of locals and visitors,” said Susan Westren, 
a member of the organizing committee 
and one of the potters on the tour. “This 
is a wonderful opportunity to showcase 
Quadra.”

Artists from a wide variety of media are 
taking part in the event. Painters, sculptors, 
potters, printmakers, fabric artists, Native 
carvers, jewelers, photographers, a flower 
arranger, and a glassblower will welcome 
people to their studios or displays at the 
community centre. 

“There will be an incredible array of work 
included in the tour,” said Westren. “The 
response from the artistic community has 
been very enthusiastic.”

Not only will tour participants enjoy 
viewing a broad spectrum of original art, 
they will also be treated to a glimpse into 
the creative spaces of Quadra’s artists. Many 
artists on the tour glean their inspiration 
from the views outside their windows. 

Studios on the tour are situated from 
Quadra’s south end up to Open Bay, and 
feature a variety of unique vistas ranging 
from apple trees in a heritage orchard to 
fishing boats in Quathiaski Cove.

Barb Wager, a member of the organizing 
committee and a potter on the tour, 
welcomed Susan Westren and me to her 
bright and cheerful studio on Quadra Loop 
to discuss the event. As she prepared pots 
for a firing, Barb observed that Quadra 
artists have been very busy getting ready 
for the June 7-8 weekend.

“Some artists have even been inspired 
to build new studios or add onto existing 
ones,” she noted.

Barb said planning the tour has been 

motivational for Quadra artists and has 
brought them together.

“We all work quite independently of 
one another so it has been great to meet 
other artists and work on something 
together. There has been a real spirit of 
cooperation.”

The idea for the studio tour was initiated 
by Susan Wilson. A member of the Discovery 
Islands Chamber of Commerce Tourism 
Committee, Susan was looking for creative 
ways to draw visitors to Quadra, particularly 
in the shoulder seasons.

When she heard about a weekend pottery 
festival in another community, she thought, 
“We could do something like that here!” 

Susan phoned some Quadra potters and 
set up an initial meeting last November. The 
response was very favourable, and those 
attending decided to open up the tour to 
the entire artistic community.

“We had another meeting for all artists. 

Everyone was very enthusiastic and we left 
with lots of ideas. From the beginning this 
tour has been a group effort with a huge 
amount of volunteer energy involved,” 
Wilson said.

The event will be an economic boost for 
Quadra early in the tourist season. Artists 
will have the opportunity to sell their work 
during the tour, and accommodations 
and food services will also benefit. Island 
accommodations are offering a 10% discount 
to tour visitors. 

The organizing committee has put a great 
deal of energy into publicizing the event. 
They sent the distinctive Quadra Island 
Studio Tour poster, based on an original 
painting by tour artist Mary Thomson, to 
Chambers of Commerce and tourism groups 
in Vancouver, Squamish, Whistler, Seattle, 
and across Vancouver Island.

Committee member Gordon James, 
a potter on the tour, created a web site 
containing background information and 

Painters, sculptors, potters, printmakers, fabric artists, Native carvers, jewelers, photographers, 
a flower arranger, and a glassblower will welcome people to their studios or displays at the 
community centre as part of the Quadr Island Artists’ Studio Tour. Barb Wager, right, and 
Susan Westren, tour organizers and participants, display pottery at Wager’s studio. 
Tanya Storr Photo
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Sails for sale -5 sails in good condition  
285-3669 for more info

For Sale Queen size bed with box spring $250, 
2 x Toy organizers $40 each Rocking chair $50, 
Kids’ easel $30 Call 285-2286

Older 10’x40’ Mobile Home with addition for 
sale. Must move. Call Shane 285-2866
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EMCO Resources Ltd.
Electrical Contracting

Electrical Contracting • Design
Service • Maintenance • Repairs

Service and Maintenance

Emery A. Savage
Campbell River
Tel: (250) 923-5577
Fax: (250) 923-7707

Bob Turner
Quadra Island

Tel: (250) 285-3926
Fax: (250) 285-3928

24 Hour Service
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photos of some of the art that will be 
featured (www.quadradirectory.com/
studiotours).

“Organizing the tour has been a lot of work 
because this is the first one,” acknowledged 
Westren. “We want to make this an annual 
event, and it should be easier next time 
because we have laid the groundwork this 
year.”

Some notable Quadra artists have been 
unable to take part due to unforeseen 
circumstances, but as the studio tour will be 
an annual event the organizers look forward 
to their participation next year.

The organizing committee would like to 
thank the studio tour sponsors for their 
help in getting the event off the ground. 
Among the sponsors are the Regional 
District of Comox-Strathcona and the 
Discovery Islands Chamber of Commerce, 
who donated grants to the project, and the 
Quadra Island Arts Alliance.

Quadra Children’s Centre will be 
providing refreshments and affordable 
light meals at the community centre as a 
fundraiser during the tour.

Tour tickets/maps cost $5 per person 
and are available at Hummingbird Office & 
Art Supply, Quadra Island Visitor Info Booth 
(from June 1), Campbell River Art Gallery, 
and Comox Valley Art Gallery. Tickets will 
be available throughout the tour weekend 
as well as in advance. Money raised from 

ticket sales will be used as seed funding for 
next year’s studio tour.

For those who would prefer to let 
someone else do the driving, Tardis 
Expeditions is providing four chauffeured 
studio tours during the weekend. There 
will be one morning and one afternoon 
departure daily. Each van tour will include 
3-4 studios and the community centre show. 
Van tours cost $25 per person and include 
the studio tour ticket price.

The Quadra Island Studio Tour will take 
place from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. on June 7 and 
8. For more information or to book a van 
tour, call Susan Wilson at 285-2556 or e-mail 
susan.wilson@crcn.net

FOR SALE

15 Kw 120-240 Volts Perkins Diesel $2500.00

Phone 285-3201 or 285-3725.

Older Vanguard 8 foot camper. Kept undercover. 
Offers 285-3201

 http://www.quadradirectory.com/studiotours) 
 http://www.quadradirectory.com/studiotours) 
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REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

ISLAND ESCAPE 
- Hair Design by 
Bruce - specializing 
in cuts, colours & 

streaks. 677 Harper Rd Q-Cove 
Ph: 285-2833

 Classifieds
SERVICES

Q-COVE APPLIANCE 
REPAIR Now doing repairs 
to all makes and models of 
automatic washers and dryers. 
Also new & used parts depot 
for all your appliance needs.  
Affordable rates. We carry a good 
selection of quality used washers 
and dryers. All appliances come 
with 1 year warranty on parts & 
labour. Free delivery on Quadra. 
Call 285-3425

Play On Words
Writing & Editing Services

Writing and editing assistance 
for proposals, manuscripts, 
articles, marketing publications 
and other documents.  All 
projects considered. Jennifer 
Rowse, 935-6700 or email 
playonwords@telus.net

Island TidesIsland Tides

DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS

The Paint Lady
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HELP WANTED

Hard Working Student 
looking for work. Odd jobs, 
yard work, chopping or stacking 
wood. Call Spencer at 285-3248

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
#154 Quadra Island invites resumes 
from experienced, community 
oriented individuals for two bar 
tending positions:  One full time 
(40 hr)position and one part time 
(20 hr)position.

 Applicants should possess previous 
bartending, bar management and 
service experience.  Professional 
Bartender and Super Host training 
is an asset.  Serving It Right 
Licensee Certificate required.  Send 
resume to PO Box 129, Heriot Bay 
V0P 1H0 or drop off at the Quadra 
Legion ASAP.

The Heriot Bay Inn is looking for 
qualified office, bartending, house 
keeping, kitchen and dock job 
applicants. Please drop off resumes 
at the Inn or fax to: 285-2708 or 
email:info@heriotbayinn.com. Also, 
the gift shop is ready to display your 
art and crafts on consignment. 
Good rates. Please talk to Lois at 
285-3322.

The Quadra Island Harbour 
Authority requires an assistant 
harbour manager for the months of 
June, July & August.  The position 
would begin on June 16 and end on 
Aug. 31st.

The successful applicant must 
have attended school full time in 
the preceding year and intend to 
return to school full time in the 
next year.  Experience in dealing 
with the public,some knowledge 
of boats and docks, some degree 
of physical fitness, experience in 
dealing with cash transactions and 
computer literacy will be qualities 
considered.  Applicants must be 
between the ages of 15 and 30, 
Canadian citizens and permanent 
residents.  Preference will be 
given to Quadra Island residents.  
Candidates must have their own 
transportation.

Duties will include recording dock 
moorage, general maintenance, 
some computer work, and collecting 
fees for moorage,parking and boat 
ramps.  The position will involve 
a 35 hour week. Pay rates will be 
commensurate with experience. 

Please send your resume with cover 
letter to Quadra Island Harbour 
Authority, P.O. Box 162, Quathiaski 
Cove, or email to qiha@island.net

For further information, please 
phone Paul Ryan at 285-3622 or 
285-3555.

Clearance sale of old growth clears 
cedar, fir, cypress. 3’ - 10’. 1X and 
2X. $1.20 - $1.50 per cu. ft. May 10-
11. 129 Joyce Rd., Quadra Island. 
PH 285-2573 for details.

For sale by owner 11.74 acre 
homestead on Read Island house. 
Orchard, gardens, greenhouse etc. 
Second house under construction. 
$150,000 OBO. 285-2918

Motorcycle For Sale 1981 Yamaha, 
250cc 18,900km. New battery, new 
voltage regulator.In good running 
order. $850 or OBO. 285-2357.

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

1976 SINGLE-WIDE mobile home 
for sale. Good condition.  Must 
be moved from present location. 
$7,500 o.b.o.  Call Susan at (250) 
285-3107.

For Sale Baby African Goose

Call 285-2446
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