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July 19th

NOTICE TO WAIVE PUBLIC HEARING
and

NOTICE TO GIVE FURTHER CONSIDERATION 

to
Proposed Bylaw No. 2661 “Quadra Island Zoning Bylaw, 

1990, Amendment Bylaw No. 69”

(Applicant:  Oak Bay Marina Ltd.)

Bylaw No. 2661, being the “Quadra Island Zoning Bylaw, 1990, Amendment Bylaw No. 69” was 
given first and second readings on June 28, 2004.  Pursuant to Sections 890, 892 & 893 of the Local 
Government Act, notice is hereby given that the Regional Board is waiving the Public Hearing 
requirement associated with proposed Bylaw No. 2661 and will be giving further consideration to 
the Bylaw at the Regional Board’s regularly scheduled meeting:

TO BE HELD AT: Regional District Board Room
 550–B Comox Road, Courtenay, BC  

ON:    Monday, July 26, 2004

COMMENCING AT: 1:30 p.m.

If you deem your interest in property is affected by the proposed bylaw you are invited to provide 
written comment to the Regional District.  All submissions (mailed or electronic) must be received 
by this office no later than 1:30 p.m. on Monday July 26, 2004.  Note that any submissions received 
after the commencement of the Regional Board meeting will not be considered.

The intent and purpose of proposed Bylaw No. 2661 is to rezone a portion of land described as 
“Lot 1, District Lots 209 and 1691, Sayward District, Plan VIP72625”, from Marine Commercial 
Two (MC-2) to Commercial Two (C-2).  The intent of the application is to permit the construction 
of a spa facility for April Point Lodge on the subject property, which is consistent with the Official 
Community Plan commercial designation.

A copy of the proposed Bylaw and related information may be inspected at the Regional District 
offices, 600 Comox Road, Courtenay, BC between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, on July 12 through 23, excluding weekends and holidays, and between the hours 
of 8:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on Monday, July 26, 2004.  A complete copy of the bylaw may also be 
viewed on the Regional District website: www.rdcs.bc.ca.

Enquiries should be directed to:

Lisa Berg, Planner
Community Planning Services
Regional District of Comox-Strathcona
600 Comox Road, 
Courtenay, BC  V9N 3P6

Telephone: (Courtenay) 334-6000    
(Toll Free from Area Code 250)
1-800-331-6007
Fax:  (250) 334-8156

Email:  lberg@rdcs.bc.ca

Bylaw No. 2661

info@quadraisland.ca

www.quadraisland.ca

• Business Listings
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    Design & Hosting
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July 9-10-11, Friday to Sunday
-Vancouver Island MusicFest   Courtenay
all day, all three days

July 9, Friday 
-Artist Reception Gail Rankin     Explore 
6-8pm

July 10, Saturday
-Sayward Garden Tour   Sayward
9am-4pm

July 11, Sunday
-Bendigo Youth Choir from Australia  Community Centre
7:00pm

-Dinner Jazz with Annie Siegel  Heriot Bay Inn Pub
6-9pm

July 13, Tuesday
-Cortes Calendar Release Party         Manson’s Community Hall
7:30

July 16, Friday
-Pied Pumpkin    Community Centre
8:30 pm

July 18, Sunday
-Dinner Jazz with Robert Mari   Heriot Bay Inn Pub
6-9pm

July 19, Friday
-Artist Reception Frank Boas   Epiphany Art Gallery
6-8:30pm

July 24, Saturday
-I Am Canadian Potluck BBQ and dance       CR Community Centre Gym
Dinner 6pm, Dance 8pm

July 30-Aug 2, Friday to Monday
-The Filberg Festival   Comox
all day, all four days

• 1st and 3rd Wednesday -Food Bank 1-2:30  Community Centre

• Every Tuesday - Kalina Folkdancers, 7:30pm Community Centre

• Every 2nd Tuesday - Quadra Quilters, 9:30 - 2 pm Community Centre

• Every Wednesday -Prime Rib Special Night - Tsa-Kwa-Luten Lodge 5-8pm

• Every Thursday -Parent and Tots 10 am Community Centre 
-Motorcycle Club meet 5pm Heriot Bay Inn Pub
-Quadra Legion Jam, 9 - closing, everyone welcome
-Prayer Meeting, 7:30pm at Quadra Island Bible Church

• Every Friday -Duffy and Friends 8:30pm Heriot Bay Inn Pub
-Seafood Dinner Special with Jazz pianist- Tsa-Kwa-Luten Lodge 6-9:30pm

• Every Saturday -Farmers’ Market 10am-2pm behind Quadra Credit Union
-Meat Draw 5-6:30 pm Quadra Legion (members & guests welcome)

• Last Saturday - Bonus $50 cash draw. Quadra Legion 6:30pm (members & guests welcome)

• Every Sunday - Positive Living Service, 10:30am Community Centre 
-Landing Pub Meat Draw 3:00-5:30
-Worship Service 10:30am Quadra Island Bible Church

-Jazz nights in the Heriot Bay Inn Pub every Sunday 6-9 PM? 285-3539

Island Calendar is a list of on island events. Please submit seperately for the 
Island Calendar and News & Events or indicate in your submission if you would 
like your event placed in both. Following the text order exactly as above for 
email submissions is appreciated (month, date, day, title, place and time), use 
the title as your email subject. Current advertisers welcome to submit events but 
not-for-profit items will be given priority.Thank you.

Island Calendar
T h e  R e g u l a r s

Submit your event: 
eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca

fax: 285-2236      drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

D a y  b y  d a y

Next Deadline: Monday, July 19th 2004

Island Calendar online: www.d i s cove r y i s l ands. ca/news

Can you Help?
The Bantam boys  need to  ra ise  money to  at tend 

provincials at Abbotsford in July. Do you have jobs for 
them? Bill Dubois 285-3714
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Market Gardeners Need New Farm
The Beck Family, Quadra’s local market gardeners, need a new 

place to market garden. At the end of this growing season they have 
to move. They would like to rent a three bedroom house situated 
on Agricultural Land Reserve land but are willing to look at other 
options if the land is suitable for farming. Contact Michael or Alice 
Mon-Sat at 285-3461.

On the cover

The Lessard-Kragen clan in 
their blueberry patch, read 
more p. 17  photo:Tanya Storr
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Subscriptions available
$30.00* for 6 months 
$50.00* for 12 months (* includes GST)

Call 250 285-2234 for details

Printed on recycled paper

Submission Guidelines
Items for publication are welcomed on subjects of interest 
to the Discovery Islands community. Please help us by 

following these guidelines:

• Please print handwritten material clearly.

• Electronic items sent by email or on 
disk must be saved as Word or rtf formats. 
Please spell check in Canadian English.

• No MS Publisher files or graphics in Word files please. 
Send graphics separately.

• Please use the title of the item as email subject & send 
multiple items in separate emails.

• Please don’t send original irreplaceable material, make 
a trip to a copier first!!

•  Please remember to caption & credit photos and 
artwork. Don’t write on the back of photos use labels 
or Postits™.

While every effort is made to include all items 
submitted, errors and accidental omissions do 
occur and the Discovery Islander should be 
only one part of your publicity efforts.

Discovery

Community News and events from Quadra, Cortes and the Outer Islands

Next Deadline 
7 pm. Monday, July 19st

#321 July 9th, 2004
Published bi-weekly and distributed free throughout 
the Discovery Islands by:

Discovery Islander Publications
PO Box 280 Quathiaski Cove, 
B.C. V0P 1N0
Tel.: 250 285-2234   Fax: 250 285-2236

701 Cape Mudge Rd.

Office hours Monday -Thursday 
10 am- 4 pm 
email: news@discoveryislands.ca 

Publishers: Philip Stone & 
       Sheahan Wilson

Managing Editor: Philip Stone

Staff Reporter: Tanya Storr

Cartoonist: Bruce Johnstone
Printing: Castle Printing 285-COPY

© Discovery Islander 2004 All Rights Reserved

Opinions expressed in this  magazine are 
those of the contributors and do not represent 

the views of the publishers.

Agreement # 1408585

At Quadra
Credit Union,
We're looking
for business!

Personal Loans.
From as low as
Prime Rate.
(currently 3.75%)

In 2003 Quadra

Credit Union

supported the

communities we

serve with almost

$13,000 in

bursaries and

donations.

Personal Lines
of Credit.

The credit your
good credit
deserves.

First rate service
- at a fair rate.

� ������������������������ ������� �

������� ��� ��������� ������� ����� ����

Quadra Credit Union...
Banking on

The Discovery Islands
Since 1941
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News & Events
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Tsa-Kwa-Luten Private Events 
Please be advised that our facility will 

be closed to the public due to private 
weddings on the following dates: July 
17th and September 11th 2004. If you 
have any questions or require any 
additional information, please do not 
hesitate to contact  285-2042

Quadra Farmers’ 
Market & Bazaar

The Quadra Island Farmers Market & 
Bazaar takes place each Saturday during 
May, June, July, August & September, rain 
or shine behind the Quadra Creidt Union 
between the hours of 10AM and 2 PM.  Set 
up fees are $4 for adults and $1 for children, 
and due to limited space vendors must be 
residents of Quadra & the Outer Islands.

If you intend to sell food at the market, 
please contact one of the numbers below 
for more information PRIOR to coming to 
the Market.

Parking for market customers is off 
Green Road - the Credit Union parking lot 
is for their customers only, while doing 
business at the Credit Union.  Please - NO 
FERRY PARKING on Saturday before & 
during Market hours.

For more information, please contact:  
Dalyce 285-3180, Pauline 285-2076 or Linda 
285-3952

Summer Choral Event
Audience wanted for the best summer 

choral event on Quadra! The Australian 
Bendigo Youth Chorus will sing on Sunday, 
July 11th at the Quadra Community 
Centre.

Doors oen at 6:30 p.m. for ticket sales. 
Performance starts at 7:00 p.m. Adults 
$8.00, Family $20.00 and Students and 
Senoirs $5.00.

A beautiful weekend weatherwise and 
a wonderful display of quilts helped make 
this years Quilt and Garden Tour a success.  
A huge “thank you ‘’ to the gardeners who 
generously opened their gardens to the 
public :  Ann and Bill McLean, Kirsten 
and Robert Eastlands, Bill and Mary Pirie, 
Warren and Sherry Peterson, Susan and 
Gerry Enns, Marie and Rob Wood, Gail and 
Jeff Kingstone, Marg and David McQuade, 
Joyce Baker and Ray Grigg, and Ed and 
Ethel Drahanchuk. A special thank you 
to Mia Frisholz for organising the school 
garden. The gardens looked marvelous in 
spite of the challenges of nature this year 
and the extra work each gardener had put in 
was appreciated.  The Quadra Quilters were 
generous in sharing their talents and time, 
spending a few hours in the gardens during 
the tour.  We even welcomed a bus load of 
quilters from Qualicum and the quality and 
variety of the quilts was praised by all who 
saw them.  The money raised from this 
year’s tour is around $4000 and it will be 
split between the Trails Committee and the 
Conservancy to defray the cost of the bridge 
building and trail relocation around Morte 
Lake.  If you enjoyed the tour and would like 
to participate next year, please get in touch 
with us as we would love to hear from you.

The Quadra Island Quilt and Garden Tour 
Committee (Ann Doolittle, Shirley Duncan, 
Eileen Mackay, Cathy Renda, Heather Robb, 
Dirk Van Der Minne)

Quilt and Garden Tour 
Thank You

Thanks to Map Sponsors
The Quadra Island Trails Committee 

would like to thank Quadra Credit Union, 
Quadrate Ventures Ltd., April Point Resort 
& Marina, Coastal Spirits, Coast Mountain 
Expeditions, Discovery Forestry, Heriot Bay 
Inn & Marina, Heriot Bay Store, Island Cycle, 
Rockview Resources Ltd., Seamar Industries 
Ltd., Spirit of the West Adventures, Taku 
Resort, Tardis Expeditions & Hiking, Tsa 
Kwa Luten Lodge, Walcan Seafood Ltd 
and Whiskey Point Resort, for their kind 
donations toward the printing costs of this 
years Quadra Island Trail Map.

 This map provides important assistance 
to Island residents & tourists who are using 
the many trails on Quadra, and all proceeds 
from the sale of this map go towards 
purchasing equipment and supplies to 
maintain Quadra’s trails.

Meditation 
New Moon Tara Meditation and tea with 

Karma TsultrimMetok....Dialogue on sharing 
:”something funny that happened on the way 
to Enlightenment”  all welcome.  phone calls 
to 285-3323 after  6pm
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Business as usual with new owners for 
Sprigs in Bloom.  Remember Sprigs when 
you need fresh flowers, arrangements, 
houseplants and silk flowers. Quadra’s own 
little flower shop that delivers!  285-2241

Open Monday – Saturday.  10 – 5.  Closed 
Tuesday and Sunday.

New Owner for Sprigs

In light of our Canada Day celebration 
the Quadra Island Amnesty Women’s 
Action Network hosted a Peace bed-in at 
the July 3rd Farmer’s Market. It has been 
thirty-five years since John Lennon and 
Yoko Ono hosted their eight day bed-in for 
Peace. (Apparently time can pass by very 
quickly.) 

Yoko Ono recently gave Amnesty 
International the rights to use the recording 
Give Peace a Chance in their campaign for 
Human Rights. People at the Farmer’s 
market were invited to lie in the bed and 
have their photo taken, sign a message for 
peace and hang it over the bed and sign a 
letter to the President of Mexico, regarding 
the more then 400 women murdered and 
missing along the US - Mexico border. 

On behalf of the Women’s Action Network 
we would like to thank all those who took 
the time to get involved and all those who 
made donations to Amnesty.  It was an 
excellent opportunity to inspire awareness 
and have some fun. What a way to extend 
the celebration of being Canadian.  We 
are blessed to live in a country where the 
Universal Charter of Human Rights is mainly 
respected and abided by. 

Most Canadians do not spend their days 
in fear of torture and death. The fear of 
torture and death is an everyday reality for 
millions of people world wide, especially 
for people living in war torn countries. 
Imagine what life is like for these people 
and you may find yourself flourished in a 
new found gratitude that will lead you to 
a more peaceful mind. All we are saying is 
Give Peace a Chance.

For more information about Amnesty 
International visit their website at <http:
//www.amnesty.ca/>www.amnesty.ca or 
call Carol Woolsey at 285-3737.

Lying in Bed to 
Give Peace A Chance

Frank Boas at Epiphany
Frank Boas is currently showing his 

watercolours at the Epiphany Art Gallery 
upstairs in the Upper Realm at Quathiaski 
Cove.  Boas is a fine watercolourist and 
his work as a biologist is reflective in his 
paintings.  Boas builds on natural themes 
that portray ecology and the environment.  
His tree series, for instance, depicts the 
perception of a viewer that understands 
fine detail which Boas obviously does as 
he has spent over 40 years identifiyiing 
mosses and lichens.  Boas also captures 
a deeper spiritual feeling in his paintings.  
The opening reception is Friday, July 19 
between 6:00 and  8:30.  Call 285-2626 for 
more information.

Please join us at Gail Rankin’s reception 
tonight from 6-8pm. We have lots of great 
new gift items and jewelry. Book your 
Quadra Island Tour at Explore, Kayak Boat 
and Bike

Summer Hours Mon-Sat 10-5pm Sun 
11-4pm

Explore Reception

Look online for 
more news & info.
www.discoveryislands.ca/news
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Remember the movie 
“Calendar Girls”?  Cortes 
Island, in a fund-raising effort 
for their new Health Centre, 
has produced its own version! 
Tastefully revealing, the 2005 
calendar features many of the 
groups on the island- such as the 
walking group, the spinners, and 
the firefighters! The calendar 
will be launched at a party on 
Tuesday, July 13th at 7.30 pm in 
Manson’s Community Hall, when 
calendars will be available to be 
signed by the “models”, and light 
refreshments and entertainment 
will be available.  

Admission is free, and all are 
welcome! 

Further information…phone 
Anicca at (250) 935-6505 or 
Frank at 935-8534.

Cortes Calendar
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"We look forward to seeing you at the Point"

Jazz

Information and reservations
phone 285-2222
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at the
Point

The Filberg Festival runs 
Friday, July 30th to Monday, 
August 2nd, 2004 Four days of 
entertainment for the whole 
family. This is the 22nd year 
for this family friendly festival. 
Boasting 140 crafts booths, 20 
food booths, and 40 Canadian 
entertainment acts. One of 
the largest juried arts & crafts 
festivals in Western Canada the 
Filberg Festival is becoming 
increasingly well known for its 
music, featured on two stages, 
as well as its comprehensive 
childrens entertainment 
program.

The Filberg Festival has an 
interesting musical line up this 
year featuring five outstanding 
acoustic bluesmen in the BLUE 
MOON BLUES PANEL concert 
as well as some hot and spicy 
blues from GARY COMEAU & 
THE VOODOO ALLSTARS on 
Friday.

Saturday highlights include 
a performance by singer/
songwriter SHARI ULRICH, 
accompanied by her 13 year old 
daughter, JULIA GRAFF, some 
vibrant & innovative fiddle tunes 
from THE PIERRE SCHRYER 
BAND, amazing rhythms with 
the return of SWARM, and a 
performance by the Comox 
Valley’s very own RAINBOW 

YOUTH THEATRE.

On Sunday singer/songwriter 
and CBC radio personality ROY 
FORBES takes to the stage 
followed by the Comox Valley’s 
TIME WELL WASTED BAND and 
some Zimbabwean rhythms from 
MARIMBA MUZUVA.

Also on Sunday a special 
celebration takes place in the 
childrens area as we celebrate 
the DR SEUSS CENTENNIAL 
with contests, prizes and cake 
for all.  

Monday will start off with 
some old time gospel tunes 
from ANDREWS & LAWRENCE 
and finish off with some lively 
bluegrass music from the 
CLOVER POINT DRIFTERS.

Also featured on Monday will 
be the GREAT CANADIAN SONGS 
concert so you can sing along on 
some of your favourite Canadian 
tunes with some of your favourite 
Canadian musicians.

The Filberg Festival is 
well known for the quality 
entertainment offered to families 
in the children’s area. Stage 
shows and exciting activities 
taking place throughout the day 
give the young a happy festival 
experience. 

www.filbergfestival.com

THE FILBERG FESTIVAL 2004

Sayward Garden Tour
The 7th Annual Sayward 

Summer Garden Tour is on 
Saturday July 10, 2004. Ten 
gardens will open their gates to 
vistiors from 9:00-4:00. Tickets 
will  be available June 15th at the 
following locations: Campbell 
River Garden Center, Mystic 
Woods Nursery, Serendipity in 
the Garden and many locations 
around Sayward. The cost is 
$8.00, with proceeds going to 
By the Sea Nursery School. Call 
Debbie for more info 282-3835.

I am Canadian Party
The District of Campbell 

River, Parks and Recreation 
Department is holding a BBQ 
Potluck Dinner and Dance 
Saturday July 24, starting at 6 
pm at the CR Community Centre 
Gym. Call 286-1161



8 Discovery Islander #321 July 9th, 2004 www.discoveryis lands.ca/news Discovery Islander #321 July 9th, 2004 9www.discoveryis lands.ca/news

Classified Ads
just $7.50 an issue 
see page 19 for details

Next deadline
Monday, July 19th 7pm
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Quadra Gets Pied by a Seventies Pumpkin
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Over 260 Island rooves and counting...!

Call Shane Hedefine

“You can feel it when you hear it. When 
you sing it it all starts to happen again,” so 
says the Pumkins’ Kootney Bark. And so it 
will be on Quadra Island at the Community 
centre July 16th at 8:30.

This hippie band of seventies fame is 
greyer and more mellow now, but still have 
what it takes. Pied Pumkins Joe Mock, Shari 
Ulrich and Rick Scott sprouted onto the 
musical consciousness of British Columbias 
fertile counter culture in the mid-seventies 
like an aural magic mushroom. Shari joined 
the Hometown Band and Rick and Joe, Pied 
Pear, could still make you dance. Each has 
since had a successful musical career: Rick 
as a childrens performer/songwriter (I 
Speak Duck), Shari as a singer/songwriter 
(Watching the River), Joe with bands in 
Japan and France where he now lives.

Now, with the success of  their compilation 
CD of Pumkin/Pear favorites: Plucking 
deVine, Scott says, “We’re still organic, like a 
little vine crawling across the ground, we’ve 
become a perennial.”

Still enough of the infectiously enthusiastic 
child, Scott gives the band energy to spare. 
The man’s an inventive maniac on the 
dulcimer, which he innovatively plays like 
a rhythm guitar.

Mock has honed his gifts as a guitarist to 
the point where a new song, Black Dog, is 
transformed into a stunning free-from jazz 
essay.

Ulrich, with a voice like a morning 
sunlight on water and abundant talent 

on many instruments, can easily stand 
beside her composer companions with her 
unsurpasingly lovely songs. 

With their humanistic lyrics, joyful blend 
of voices, dulcimer, guitar, flute, fiddle, 
mandolin and piano, seductive rhythms, 
faces and antics which delight the eye, 
Pied Pumkin is still West Coast soul music. 
Mock lyrics: “You can change the world/ Set 
your mind to it, put you through it,” are as 
essential now as then.

This concert/dance (most people cannot 
sit still long) is the only up Island venue this 
year. 

Tickets at the door: $15, single; $10, 12 & 
under; $30, family.

Pied Pumkins, Joe Mock, Shari Ulrich and 
RIck Scott, will play on Quadra July 16.

Experiencing Life In Christ; Sharing Christ In Life

1281 West Road

Box 161, Quathiaski Cove
285-2020

Fax: 285-2035
Email: quadrabc@aol.com

Worship Service: 10:30 am

Pastor Roy (Sherree) Zimmerman
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Sorensen - MAcDonald
Enterprises Ltd.
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by Rev. Jill Brocklehurst

Sailboats rarely make it to a destination 
point in a straight line.  Even an apparent 
direct heading requires continual 
adjustments in sail and rudder.  When the 
wind blows, the waves act on the hull in 
an inconsistent yet continual attempt to 
beat the boat off course.  Wind is mostly 
variable, sometimes racing the boat along 
at a promising speed and other times 
abandoning the ocean all together leaving 
surface water a mirror reflection of the 
world above.

For me, the adventure of sailing is a 
romantic journey where I experience 
emotions of bliss. joy, passion, thrill, calm 
and presence.  I love sailing and I had the 
opportunity to cruise out to Von Donop Inlet 
with the Sail Blazers Club this past weekend.  
The elements were divinely perfect;  good 
winds, good friends, good food and a good 
time.  I easily return home with only fun 
stories to tell regardless of the mishaps 
along the way.

I think the journey of a sailboat on  
water is similar to life.  As humans we form 
an intention in mind, set goals and move 
forward throughout each day.  Somehow I 
get lost on this voyage.  With my intention 
due north, a side step to the northwest can 
appear like a failure in my attempt to grow.  
I adjust my approach, get a new idea, try 
again only to fi nd my new heading traveling 
northeast.  Why is it I get frustrated with this 
journey, often experiencing feelings of doubt, 
discomfort, failure and disappointment?

Today, what I choose to remember is 
that life is like a sailboat ride.  It is but a 
cruise and all the distractions from meeting 
the desired end are part of the ceremony 
of life itself.  I look back over my shoulder 
and praise myself for how far I have come.  I 
keep my intention clear, set my new goal and 
remember to ride the thrill of life joyously.

Come join us for our Sunday Celebration, 
10:30 AM at the Quadra Community Centre 
(south entrance and upstairs).  Call 
285-3224 for more information or email 
wildjem@telus.net.

Sailboats

 Unionized employees at CFCP Radio 
Ltd. (Coast Radio) on Vancouver Island and 
the Sunshine Coast have walked off the job 
in a contract dispute with the employer. 
The Members of the Communication, 
Energy and Paperworkers Union Local 
827-M are employed at radio stations 
CFCP Courtenay, CFWB Campbell River, 
CHQB Powell River and CFNI Port Hardy. 
The bargaining unit includes 13 full-time 
members and some part-time employees 
that work on air as well as office staff. 
    Wages (current scales include some that 
start below minimum wage) and benefi ts 
(lack of long-term or short term disability 
coverage) are the two outstanding issues. 
The company has refused to return to 
the table after employees rejected their 

“last offer” in mid June. The previous 
contract expired December 31st. 
     As with the recent A-Channel strike in 
Edmonton, advertisers will be the main 
focus of the union.

Island Radio Union Walks Off Job

www.quadraisland.ca
Quadra Island’s
internet portal.

Make it your home page today.

Thanks to everyone who helped and 
skated the park. We had another successful 
Skate Demo. So great to have the lights, 
hopefully we’ll get permission to use them 
after dark . Thanks to all the kids that came 
out, helped and got the job done.

Heads up for donations and volunteers:

Walcan for that great salmon and ice 
tote, Etienne Cote, Quadra Foods, Heriot 
Bay Store, Aroma Roasters, Discovery 
Islander, Kyra Foort, Katie, Kelsey Booth, Sue 
Graham, Sheanne Wilson, Steve Robertson, 
Tyrell, Sarah Boyes, Trina Hallam, Bob 
Turner, Leavitt and Caldwell, Elle Chadwick, 

Skate Demo Day Big Thanks
Keely Chadwick, Luke for the music , Nick 
Lawrence, Jaron Freeman Fox, Maureen Fox, 
Sonja Bingam, Nora Bingham, Bill Mackie, 
Ryan Oughton (sorry about your broken 
ankle), Sheldon Meleshinkshi, Jesse De 
Champlain, Jordan Hoffart, Luke Tanner, 
‘Trevn Sharp, Jason La Marche, David, Shane 
Visintainer, Ultimate Skateboards, No Limits, 
S&J Sales, Time Bomb Westbeach, BC Ferry 
Corp, Tak Restaurant and Scott, AJ Smith, 
Marshall Toelle, Emily Turner, Kai Marder, 
Tami at Fat Cat, Leslie Pousie, Everyone else 
who helped out.

So thanks, so.
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Can’t Wait for 
the News?

Each Discovery Islander is available 
online by 5pm every second 

Thursday, check it out

www.discoveryislands.ca/news
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Memorial Touranament
The Q.I.S.P.L held it’s annual Memorial 

Tournament from June 25-27. The tourney 
was first held in 1989 as a memorial for 
Wayne Lewis and Sharice Henderson who 
were tragically killed the previous year. 

During the final presentations 
acknowlegements were made to Wayne 
and Sharice as well as Robert McColl, Jeff 
Heweson, Chris Rendall, Rogue Stoppard 
and Jeannie Wilson – all ball players who 
are no longer with us. Beer garden regular 
Glennie Johnson was also mentioned.

After knocking off the Diamond Junkies in 
the semi-finals the Keltics met up with the 
Rowdies, who had taken out the Gringos, in 
the finals. The Keltics defeated the Rowdies, 
to go 7 and 0 for the tournament,winning the 
Memorial Trophy. 

The Diamond Junkies were the proud 
winners of the most sportsmanlike team 
trophy, while the Chris Rendall Award for 
most improved chucker went to Steve Eley. 
Arne Liseth presented Ken Dinnes with the 
Old Glove given to the senior player who 
displays sportsmanship and dedication to 
our ball league. 

All in all it was a fun and successful year. 
Thanks to all the board members, sponsors, 
teams and everyone else who made th QISPL 
happen. See you next year.

Season Wrap Up
The slo-pitch season has come to an end. 

Thanks to the Econostuds, Gringos and 
Downgrades for expanding our leagure.

 After losing their first game of the season 
the Keltics were undefeated for the rest of 
the year, taking first place overall, and 
winning the league trophy. 

Here are the final league standings:
(G=total games, W=wins, L=losses, T=ties, P=points)

Teams          G         W       L         T         P 
Keltics  16        15        1          0         30

Diamond Junkies   16        13        3          0         26

Rowdies                        15        12        3          0         24

Guns’ N’ Hoses 15         8         6           1        17

Chuckers  16         5        10          1        11

Econostuds 15         4        11          1         9

Gringos  15         4        11          0         8

Misfits  15         3        12          0         6

Downgraders 13         1        11          1         3

Scores from week 11:
Keltics 23 Downgrades 3, 

Gringos 9 Misfits 7, 

Rowdies12 Guns ‘N’ Hoses 11,

Econostudes 12 Chuckers 10, 

Diamond Junkies 15 Guns ‘N’ Hoses 8, 

Gringos 11 Econostuds 6, 

Chuckers 19 Downgrades 5, 

Keltics 22 Misfits 2.

Slo-Pitch League News

Summer Ball: Wednesday Nights 6:30 at Blenkin Park. Everyone welcome, kids too. 
Starting July 14.
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3 bedroom home on 1 acre
near the beach $259,900
contact Deanna for details

The Road to Ska Fest ‘04

The city of Victoria celebrates its 5th 
annual SKA FEST July 15-17!

Wingnut Productions and the Whaletown 
Community Club in affi liation with Enigmatica 
Entertainment and the Victoria Ska Society 
would like to present The Debonaires from 
Riverside California, and Callifo De Luxe 
from Venice, Italy. Wednesday, July, 14th 
playing the Gorge Hall, Cortes Island! Tickets 
will cost $ 15.00 and will be sold in advance 
through local outlets, get them fast folks 
because this will be a night to remember!

The Debonaires incorporate soul, jazz 
and funk while remaining ever faithful to 
the Jamaican sounds of ska, rocksteady 
and reggae music. Born out of Riverside, 
California in 1995, the nine musicians 
currently reside throughout the state.                

Victoria’s 5th Anniversary Ska Festival is 
proud to host Califfo de Luxe aka Veneto Ska 
Caberet Orchestra to the Victoria Curling 
Club grand fi nale festival bash on Saturday, 
July 17th/2004.

Tickets will be for sale in advance only at  
Squirrel Cove Store (Cortes), Cortes Market, 
and Quadra Crafts. ��

��
�

�
��

��
��

��
�

Book your seat by calling

��������

Also offering exciting rapids and wildlife tours...
explore in comfort with Island Coast!
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Frank Boas at the 
Epiphay Art Gallery

Frank Boas is currently showing his 
watercolours at the Epiphany Art Gallery 
upstairs in the Upper Realm at Quathiaski 
Cove.  Boas is a fi ne watercolourist and 
his work as a biologist is refl ective in his 
paintings.  Boas builds on natural themes 
that portray ecology and the environment.  
His tree series, for instance, depicts the 
perception of a viewer that understands 
fi ne detail which Boas obviously does as 
he has spent over 40 years identifiyiing 
mosses and lichens.  Boas also captures 
a deeper spiritual feeling in his paintings.  
The opening reception is Friday, July 19 
between 6:00 and  8:30.  Call 285-2626 for 
more information.
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Another hot summer day and more to 
come! Great news for some and not for 
others. Hopefully everyone’s water holds 
out and we are not plagued with the fires of 
last year. Speaking of which, emergency fire 
planning is high on the list of priorities in 
local gov’t circles these days. I advised you 
in an earlier issue that we were going to be 
entering into discussions on an emergency 
preparedness plan in the near future. This 
is still the case, and the provincial gov’t 
has now made it mandatory for Regional 
Districts to have plans in place. The Union 
of BC Municipalities (the organization that 
represents all local gov’t in BC and that I 
was the president of in 2000/2001) will be 
administering the distribution of grant 
money from the province, to put these plans 
in place. we have applied for our share in 
order that we may put plans in place for all 
of the areas of the RD that do not yet have 
plans. Needless to say, fire will be the priority 
and then the other emergency planning will 
follow. I’ll keep you posted on the process 
that will unfold in the near future.

The garbage clean up is finally complete 
and the RD has made sure that it will not 
be repeating itself. I have already published 
the amounts of material that were removed 
from the property, so will not go into that 
again. The RD and myself did continue to 
receive calls that garbage was still being 
collected and not sent to the CR landfill 
even after the cleanup was finished. This 
was dealt with immediately by the staff 
at the RD and the solution that they came 
up with not only insured that there will be 
no repeat performance but that the bill for 
the cleanup will be reduced by selling the 
unlicensed and uncertified garbage trucks 
as scrap and applying the funds to the 
outstanding bill.

I would like to note for all to see that the 
RD staff dealt with this very unfortunate 
situation in a very professional and 
compassionate manner. They have done 
everything possible to keep the costs down 
and have charged the lowest possible rates 
for tipping fees that they could. They also 
came to the RD Board at our last meeting 
and asked the Board to “absorb” some of 
the costs through the Regional Solid Waste 
Management function. What this means is 
that the Board, made up of 8 municipalities 
and 9 electoral areas, all agreed to pay for 
a portion of the cleanup of a problem that 
was strictly a Quadra Island issue. They did 
not have to do that, but did it to help us out 
and truly be members of the “federation” 
approach that is what regional districts are 
all about. I would like to thank each and 
every one of those directors for what they 
did and I want all of my constituents to be 
aware of their generosity. This will make it 
much easier on the property owner that 
is responsible for the bill for the cleanup. 
Our relationship at the RD has improved 
many fold in the past year and I am very 
pleased to inform you of this fact. A better 
relationship makes for better governance 
and understanding. We can only benefit 
from this as a community.

I think I will leave it at that for now, as I 
have a huge agenda to read for tomorrow’s 
meetings. I must say that we have had an 
incredible number of meetings this past two 
months and a number of very important 
ones in Vancouver also. There was a time 
(I am told) when things slowed down in the 
summer months. That was either a myth or 
times have dramatically changed. I would 
suggest that our level of public involvement 
and expectation has increased and the level 
of development has also increased.

All I can do is continue to try and keep 
up on your behalf!

Feel free to keep in touch with me by 
phone at 285-3355, Monday through Friday, 
from  8:30 am to 7:00 pm (not on weekends, 
please!), by fax at 285-3533 or anytime by 
email at  abramfam@oberon.ark.com

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Abram

Director, Discovery Islands - Mainland 
Inlets (Area J), RDCS

Area J Rgional 
Director’s Report

July 4, 2004
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Notice is hereby given that TFL Forest Ltd, Johnstone Straits Operation, wishes to 
amend the 2001-2005 TFL 47 Forest Development Plan pursuant to the Operational 
and Site Planning Regulation.

The purpose of the amendments is to include cutblocks that were, either not included 
or approved on the original plan approved by the Ministry of Forests, or where 
modifications to the size, shape and location of cutblocks were included on the initally 
approved plan, but where changes require public review.

The proposed plan amendment is available for public viewing and comment until 
September 6, 2004 at the Timberwest office located at 5705 North Island Highway, 
Campbell River, B.C., during regular working hours. 

In addition, a copy of the forest development plan for the Quardra Island portion of the 
TFL 47 will be displayed at the Quadra Island Library, 712 Cramer Road, Heriot Bay, for 
the viwing period, commencing July 7, 2004, during regular library hours:

Friday, Saturday, Tuesday 10:00 am - 12:00 pm; 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Wednesday   2:00 pm - 5:00 pm; 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Anyone interested in reviewing the proposed amendments should telephone Rick 
Monchak, RPF, (250) 286-7364 or Bruce Storry, RPF, (250) 286-7321, to arrange a 
viewing.

To ensure consideration, please send written comments to Rick Monchak, RPF, TFL 
Forest Ltd, Box 2500, Campbell River, B.C., V9W 5C5, by the above date.

Notice is given to all Guides, Outfitters, Mineral Tenure Holders and Trappers 
operating in affected area that timber harvesting is proceeding and your input is 
requested so that any concerns and comments can be addressed.

Marketing tools are crucial to the success 
of any other enterprise, a fact that is often 
overlooked when it comes to the arts. To 
remedy this situation, the Campbell River 
Community Arts Council is assembling an 
arts directory – a detailed listing and profile 
of visual artists, dancers, musicians, writers, 
and other artists and artisans. “We have a 
really vibrant and diverse arts community 
in our region,” says the Arts’ Council’s 
president, Liz Carter, “and we want to 
capture that in this new directory and help 
promote our local talent.” 

The directory will be distributed to all 
tourism and cultural outlets in the mid-
island region.

Members of CRCAC may receive a free 
listing. For a small fee, a more detailed, 
larger, biography with an image may be 
purchased. Non-members may purchase 
a basic profile or a detailed biography and 
receive a membership for the Arts Council 
simultaneously. 

For more information please contact 
Christine at the Campbell River 
Community Arts Council by email at 
arts.council@crcn.net, by phone or fax at 
(250) 923-0213 Monday through Thursday 
from 9 am until 2 pm.

A New Promotional 
Tool for Artists

The Campbell River Public Art Gallery 
is really excited about their Summer Art 
Program for kids of all ages. A few eyebrows 
have been raised about the most unusual 
art class of the season, “Summertime 
Sun Painting” which takes place July 13- 
16th from 1-3 pm at the Gallery. This Sun 
Painting class will take place outside the 
gallery, where children will use water-
based inks as their primary medium for 
their art. Experimenting with everything 
from shells to salt, children will explore the 
versatile combination of ink and sun! The 
next class scheduled for July 20 - 23rd is 
the extremely popular “The Creature Under 
My Bed: Papier Mache.” This class will have 
kids getting their hands right into art! Our 
creature theme is sure to entertain for years 
to come. Both “Summertime Sun Painting” 
and “The Creature Under My Bed: Papier 
Mache” promise to be fun-filled classes full 
of creativity, imagination, and learning!

For more information about ALL of our 
art classes, drop by the Art Gallery located 

at 1235 Shopper‚s Row (across from the 
Tidemark) or call 287-2261. Gallery Hours 
are Monday- Saturday 10am- 5pm.

Summer Art Program for Kids
Roderick Haig-Brown wrote, “A river is 

water in its loveliest form; rivers have life 
and sound and movement and infinity of 
variation, rivers are the veins of the earth 
through which the life blood returns to the 
heart.”  This summer come down to the 
banks of the Campbell River and explore 
the 20 acre Haig-Brown property.  The 
Museum at Campbell River invites you to 
take part in a one-hour tour of the striking 
Haig-Brown grounds and the impressive 
Haig-Brown study. 

Tours run on Fridays, Sundays and 
Mondays at 1:00 pm from the beginning 
of July until the end of August, and cost 
$3 per person.  Please meet on the steps 
of the Haig-Brown house at 2250 Campbell 
River Road.

Two different tours will be offered this 
year. One focuses on Haig-Brown’s family 
life and literary accomplishments. The other  
focuses on natural history of the Campbell 
River area and Haig-Brown’s conservation 
efforts.

For more information, please phone the 
Museum at Campbell River at 287-3103. 

Haig-Brown Property Tours

Papier Mache figures like these can be made 
at camp.

mailto:arts.council@crcn.net
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Island Forum

Articles, letters and artwork are all welcome for publication under Island Forum
Opinions & endorsements expressed herein are those of the contributors and do not represent the views of the publishers.

If you would like to see an alternative point of view represented...submit something yourself.

Next deadline 7pm Monday, July 19th 2004

Dear Editor,
I’m told, because I do not believe in 

religions, I do not believe in god!! It is the 
contrary because I believe in god I can’t 
understand religions!! All the religious 
books said “Love each other as I love you” 
and “Thou shall not kill”. Alas the religious 
do not follow these rules, putting the human 
race in miserable conditions!

For me there is only ONE god, eternal 
and infinite, viewed differently depending 
where we live on earth, and I’m certain, on 
other planets! 

Why kill because you do not portray and 
represent god the same as others?

Sincerely - Enjoy Life

R. Michel

Dear Claire Voyant:
 I am a lab mouse.  Someone in a white 

coat read your column to me.  We get tested 
on all the vitamins you were explaining 
about.( the rats and us),  I want you to know 
that you got all that information correct  
Your comments about Vitamin K got me 
thinking.  As you mention, Vitamin K is a 
coagulate. Maybe thick blood gives you a 
thick head, and that’s why we mice always 
vote for the (fat) cats!

  “Warfarin” may be prescribed for some 
people to thin the blood, (note the words 
“war” and “warfare”. The rats tell me this 
stuff is poison. Of course you should avoid 
falling on your head while on this treatment, 
but  are you aware that Vitamin K must be 
carefully monitored?  That’s all the good 
stuff:  green leafy vegetables such as 
spinach, broccoli, kale, cabbage.  Pretty 
little left to eat on our new low-carb diet 

 Minnie

 I recently wrote a piece about Fathers‚ 
Day that ran across the country, including 
here in the Discovery Islander, my local 
favourite. As a consequence of this article I 
received my fair share of hate mail.

I have written many articles and letters 
in my life that have evoked the wrath of 
my countless targets and I always make 
it a practice to ignore critics. But this is 
one time I won‚t, mainly because we‚re 
neighbours and I won‚t have people 
believing nonsense. 

Ms Christa Bedwin recently responded 
from her pink bubble to set me straight 
on who and what I am, thank you, I feel 
so much better knowing that after reading 
some factually based comments from me 
that you know me so well and could be so 
damn pretentious.

For the record, I am far from angry at 
women, and yes I do like women, this issue 
has nothing to do with women, it has to 
do with men getting screwed around on a 
regular basis, if anything I‚m envious that 
women have achieved this social protection 
and priority.

Ms Bedwin has absolutely no basis for her 
comments about me, I have custody of my 
child because her mom is sick, not evil or 
in jail. The last five visits, which I am under 
no obligation to allow, have ended with the 
RCMP and a frantic child, do not preach 
to me about the need for both parents, 
you have no right to even comment about 
something you know absolutely nothing 

about. I have never spewed insults at or 
about my child‚s mother. She is ill, not evil, 
for Ms Bedwin to suggest such a thing out 
of her fertile and slanderous imagination is 
rude and ignorant.

My original comments were all factual and 
based upon government and media sources; 
no amount of wishful thinking by Chista 
Bedwin is going to make it any different.

My remarks about children being spared 
PMS and silicone implants is based upon 
the use of both of these items as a legal 
defence in murder and assault cases. Both 
here and in the USA, I have never heard of 
a man using erectile dysfunction as a legal 
defence for carving up his mate while asleep. 
Yet women use the PMS defence on a regular 
basis. That is a statistical fact, not a blanket 
comment.

And yes Ms Bedwin, you do reap what 
you sow, not a day goes by that I don‚t thank 
the Gods for my child living with me and I 
can only hope that the many experiences 
she has had with ignorant people like you 
serve her well.

 One last item, Ms Bedwin owes my 
daughter and I an apology for such an 
unwarranted and erroneous personal attack. 
Check you facts lady. You could just as easily 
have made your point without lying about 
or slandering me.    

Robert Saint Amour

Father’s Day Column Reply

More Island Forum p. 16

On Root Greenhouse
GREAT NEW POTS
with plenty of annuals
And NEW Perennials
to fill them!

OPEN 10 – 5 DAILY
285-3206corner of Green & Noble Rd.
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by Steven Halliday

A Scorching 
Film 

In it’s opening weekend (June 25-27) 
Michael Moore’s “Fahrenheit 9/11” quickly 
established itself as the most popular 
documentary (at least in box office $$ terms) 
ever to be shown on American screens.  This 
is due in part to Moore’s genius at self-
promotion, but was also aided greatly by 
the hue and cry from the conservative right, 
who loudly denounced the film as liberal 
anti-Bush propaganda, before they had even 
seen it.   Undeniably, they are right – the film 
is anti-Bush, and it is propaganda.  Moore has 
never denied his bias; he has been stating 
publicly since Bush’s inauguration that he will 
do everything in his power to ensure Bush 
doesn’t get re-elected in 2004.  Based upon 
the reviews and commentary I am reading 
regarding F-9/11 it appears that the film 
will be his largest contribution to achieving 
success in his goal.

It is highly unlikely that I will see the film 
in the theatre, as I am averse to both crowds 
and high ticket prices.  I can be patient and 
wait for the video release, but in the meantime 
I will provide a pre-review based upon what I 
have learned so far.  

By way of disclosure, I must point out that 
I have been a fan ever since his 1st film “Roger 
and Me” appeared way back in 1989.  I also 
own all of his books, some of which are better 
than others.  For those of you who don’t know 
Moore, he is the son of an autoworker from 
Flint, Michigan, who turned his back on his 
family’s tradition of becoming drones at one 
of the local GM plants.  Instead, he entered 
politics while still a teenager, getting elected 
to the School Board and succeeding in getting 
his old principal fired for incompetence.  
He then started up a weekly alternative 
newspaper, The Flint Voice, which became 
relatively successful and went state-wide 
as The Michigan Voice.  He was then picked 
as the youngest major magazine editor 
ever, when the publisher of Mother Jones 
magazine hired him to liven it up.  He did so 
by publishing controversial material, much 
to the chagrin of the publisher who fired 
him after a few issues.  Then came “Roger 
and Me”, 3 other films including “Bowling for 
Columbine”, three non-fiction books and 2 
TV series.  But F-9/11 looks certain to be the 

most powerful and successful work he has 
produced to date.

On June 27, Editor and Publisher surveyed 
63 daily newspapers that had reviewed the 
film, and found 56 gave the film a positive 
review, such as “tough and true”, or the 
Kalamazoo Gazette which found the film 
“a skilfully directed two-hour indictment”, 
or the Contra Costa Times which called it 
“passionate, clever, scathing, funny, snarky, 
brutal, sad, glib and at times superficial”.  In 
contrast, the best the other side could come 
up with was the South Florida Sun-Sentinel’s 
“hyperbolic hysteria” label.  A few hours 
surfing the web brought up a plethora of 
commentary on the film, the vast majority 
of it favourable.  In London’s Daily Mail 
(July 1) General Sir Michael Rose, former 
commander of UN Forces in Bosnia wrote 
“Fact or fiction, everyone should see this 
film.  I, for one, support Moore’s protest” and 
further “I believe this film will utterly destroy 
any residual confidence the American people 
might have in the credentials of George W. 
Bush as a decisive war leader”.  

Paul Krugman, an economist who writes 
for the New York Times, praised the film in 
a column entitled “Moore’s Public Service” 
– “F-9/11 is a tendentious, flawed movie, but 
it tells essential truths about leaders who 
exploited a national tragedy for political 
gains, and the ordinary Americans who paid 
the price”.  His most striking (and scathing) 
comment is directed at the film’s critics 
– “There has been much tut-tutting by pundits 
who complain that the movie, though it has 
yet to be caught in any major factual errors, 
uses association and innuendo to create false 
impressions.  Many of these same pundits 
consider it bad form to make a big fuss about 
the Bush administration’s use of association 
and innuendo to link the Iraq war to 9/11.  Why 
hold a self-proclaimed polemicist to a higher 
standard than you hold the president of the 
United States?”

Moore has apparently sharpened his 
editing skills with the last 4 films.  Roger and 
Me looks exactly like what it is – a cheap but 
brilliant film made by an amateur;  F-9/11 is 
a cheap ($6 million US, or 21% of opening 
weekend gross sales) film made by a pro.  
The World Trade Centre attacks are not 
shown – the audience confronts a blank 
screen while the audio replays the most 
chilling moments of that day.  Or imagine 
this scene, described by General Sir Michael 
Rose – “For a full five minutes, Moore cruelly 
dwells on Bush’s vacuous, tortured face in 
a close-up immediately after he has been 

told about the attacks on the WTC and the 
Pentagon.  The message is clear.  Here is no 
Roosevelt, Churchill or Thatcher, but a deeply 
inadequate man whose mind is frozen with 
indecision and fear.  It is a look I know well 
– if he had been a subordinate commander 
in battle I would have immediately relieved 
him of his command”.

Unlike his previous films, Moore largely 
abandons the “ambush” tactic he used so 
effectively against General Motor’s head 
Roger Smith (of Roger and Me fame) and 
so shamelessly against a clearly distressed 
Charlton Heston (it’s now commonly known 
he had developed senile dementia) in Bowling 
for Columbine.  I say largely because he does 
don his buffoon persona to accost Members 
of Congress, asking them to volunteer their 
children for the draft. He also rents a truck 
equipped with bullhorn speakers to drive 
around Washington DC reading the Patriot 
Act, which he accuses most politicians of 
failure to read before making it law.  But 
the majority of the information I have seen 
or heard indicates that Moore has matured 
dramatically as a filmmaker and has produced 
a very serious documentary deserving of the 
top award it won at the Cannes Film Festival.  
If what I am hearing is correct, this film will 
be highly damaging, and not only to the Bush 
administration.  William Rivers Pitt, writing 
in Truthout – “With a single stroke, Moore 
has undone 3 years of poor, slanted, biased, 
factually bereft, compromised television 
journalism.  This, in the end, is the final 
greatness of Fahrenheit 9/11.  Not only will 
Americans get a sense of the depth of the 
deception they have endured, but “journalists” 
all across the country will be forced to endure 
the humiliation they so richly deserve”. An 
example of what Pitt refers to is evident by 
the inclusion of the heretofore unseen news 
footage of Bush’s limousine being pelted 
with eggs by protestors on its way to his 
inauguration.  Other buried footage emerges 
with this film, and from what I am hearing a 
lot of it is disturbing and controversial.

Many readers of this space will learn of few 
new outrages from this film, but to have such a 
clean and precise indictment of the behaviour 
of the Bush administration delivered in what 
sounds to me to be an entertaining two hour 
film is something we should all look forward 
to.  Fahrenheit 9/11 sounds like a winner to 
me. 
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Dear Editor,
Taxes along with death are inevitable, 

what property taxes mean, how they 
are calculated and whether they are fair 
has always been a lively debate around 
the kitchen table.  A recent letter in a 
Discovery Islander continues in that long 
held tradition.

I think we all agree that a common 
understanding of our Regional District 
tax requisitions are important in 
holding everyone accountable for these 
expenditures.  Firstly, the Province of 
British Columbia through the surveyor of 
taxes collects the Regional District taxes 
and for that privilege we pay 5.25% as a 
collection fee, therefore taxes budgeted 
by the Regional District must be increased 
by 5.25% to account for this provincial 
charge.

The manner in which taxes are calculated 
must be understood as the foundation of 
any year-to-year tax comparisons.  Each 
person received in the early part of the 
year a property assessment evaluation 
from the BC Assessment Authority.  It is 
this assessment that the Regional District’s 
tax rate is multiplied by to arrive at your 
taxes paid.  The Regional District’s tax 
rates are determined by the amount of 
money needed to supply any service.  Note 
that the Regional District cannot spend 
taxes collected for one service, such as a 
community hall, for another purpose.

A tax rate fluctuates with any change in 
aggregate assessments or a change in the 
amount of money needed for that service.  
Changes to your taxes paid are a product 
of changes in assessed values within the 
taxation boundary and the amount of money 
needed by each function’s budget.

I recognize this process is complicated, 
but it is predicated on making the tax system 
as fair and transparent as possible. This goal 
can never be reached because it depends 
how you look at the tax system. Taxpayers 
will see the system differently than tax paid 
service suppliers.

One more point before we have a 
specific look at the Regional District of 
Comox-Strathcona (RDCS) tax supported 
services. Each taxing authority must be held 
accountable for the tax policy it chooses. For 
example, the Province of British Columbia 
sets and spends the rural tax levy, and the 
school tax.  The South Quadra local fire 
improvement district sets and spends the 
taxes for the fire protection services, and 
the Vancouver Island Regional Library 
system for the library services. It is not 
appropriate to attempt to hold a decision 
maker accountable for someone else’s 
decisions.

The Regional District of Comox-Strathcona 
(RDC-S) and the Comox-Strathcona Regional 
Hospital District (CSRHD) are accountable 
for only three services on Quadra Island 

that your earlier letter highlighted.  The 
chart I present here represents two sets 
tax numbers over a three-year comparison. 
I then draw some conclusion from this 
numerical data.

What does this mean?   Service 
expenditures for the last three years have 
increased, and anyone that buys things will 
recognize these increases are reasonable 
and not open for challenge. These figures 
do reflect a similar set of service levels over 
the three years.  Lets consider the tax rates 
because they have been decreasing for the 
last three years.  This means the assessed 
values of the properties in the taxation 
areas have been increasing and depending 
on whether your individual property was 
escalating faster than the other properties 
your taxes paid either went up or down.  If 
your assessment has remained static your 
taxes paid will have decreased resulting 
from the decreased tax rate.  One more 
factor is involved in this determination.  
The total assessment may be increasing 
in a taxation area due to new construction.  
This new assessment will decrease your 
taxes paid because there are now more 
properties (improvements) to help pay the 
overall tax bill and therefore the tax rate 
decreases along with your taxes paid.  In 
these three services I cannot identify which 
factor is causing which effect.  I hope that 
next year I will be able to identify these 
differing affects on the taxes paid.  I.E. How 
many properties have the taxes paid went 
down, up and stayed the same and why.  
Remember I said it is complicated.

I would guess, without the detailed 
investigation of every property in each 
taxation area, that many property owners’ 

experienced a decrease in 
taxes paid for these three 
services. A few other taxpayers 
with strongly escalating 
assessments may be paying 
more taxes.

I encourage the author 
of the previous submission 
to continue to monitor the 
Regional District’s taxation 
policy and service delivery. 
However, as I have pointed out 
sometimes the whole story is 
not as simple as we would like 
to present it. From the material 
presented it is apparent that 
the Regional District does 
manage your tax money in an 
accountable, transparent and 
efficient manner.

Yours truly,

Bob Long

Chief Administrative Officer, 
Regional District of Comox-
Strathcona

Local 
Service 

Taxe

Account-

ability

2002 
Requisition

2002 Tax 
Rate per 
$100,000 
assessed 
property 

value

2003 
Requisition

2003 Tax 
Rate per 
$100,000 
assessed 
property 

value

2004 
Requisition

2004 Tax 
Rate per 
$100,000 
assessed 
property 

value

Comox-
Strath. Hos

RDC-S $162,955 .4225 $164,728 
(1.09% 

increase

.4139
(2.04% 

decrease

$173,005
(5.02% 

increase

0.3962
(4.28% 

decrease)

BC Assess 
Auth

BC Assessment

Muni Fin 
Authority

Municipal 
Finance 
Authority

CmxStrath 
RD

RDC-S $258,146 .6797 $269,567
(4.42% 

increase)

.7122
(4.78% 

increase)

$287,591
(6.69% 

increase)

0.6918
(2.86% 

decrease)

South 
Quadra Fire

Quadra Fire 
Improvement

Quadra 
Comm Hal

RDC-S $64,215 .2556 $64,955
(1.15% 

increase)

.2549
(0.27% 

decrease)

$66,199
(1.91% 

increase)

0.2321
(8.94% 

decrease)

Van Isl Reg 
Library

Vanc Island 
Regional 
Library

Island Forum cont’d
from page 14
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by Tanya Storr

When asked what she enjoys most 
about her work as an organic 
berry farmer, Linda Lessard 

answered without hesitation: “Berries! My 
family and I love eating berries and sharing 
them with others.”

And what better time to revel in the 
wonders of berries than the summertime. I 

visited Topcliff Farm, located at 1181 Topcliff 
Road, in early July. Strawberry season was 
just ending and blueberry season just 
beginning, so I was able to taste both of 
Topcliff Farm’s main crops. Delicious!

“We chose Totem for our strawberry 
variety, because the berries are sweet, 
large, juicy and red all the way through. 
Our two blueberry varieties are Blue Crop 
(mid season) and Darrow (late season),” 
Linda told me.

As Linda and her husband, John Kragen, 
gave me a tour of their farm, they explained 

Business Profile
Topcliff Farm: Organic Berries

they were attracted to the 10-acre property 
because it was a vegetable farm in the 
1950s.

“The property gets lots of sun and has a 
low lying, wet area that is a berry heaven 
and a higher, dry area well suited to the 
orchard,” John said.

When the Lessard-Kragen family moved 

onto the property eight years ago, they 
had a lot of work to do to create their farm. 
Much of the land had reverted to nature, so 
extensive clearing had to be done to prepare 
the 1.5 acre field for berries. As well, they 
had to develop an irrigation and drainage 
system.

The family has also built a house 
and equipment shed, finished the barn, 
installed a second well, and planted the 
berries, orchard, vegetable garden, and 
greenhouse. 

“The farm is really coming into its own 

now,” said John. “The community has taken 
it on as its berry place.”

Now in their fourth year of selling 
strawberries and second year of selling 
blueberries, Linda and John are pleased to 
report that their customers are very happy 
with their product.

“Most people say they are the best berries 
they’ve ever had. We are fortunate to have 
chosen a good growing spot and tasty 
varieties,” John remarked.

Linda mentioned that they are happy to 
have lots of repeat customers.

“We sell our berries at the farm, to Heriot 
Bay Store and local resorts, and sometimes 
at the Farmers’ Market,” Linda said.

Linda and John believe in growing 
organically.

“We are an organic farm and do what 
it takes to meet that commitment. That 
means we use only organic fertilizers and 
no synthetics. We pull weeds instead of 
spraying them, and we keep everything 
very clean. Growing organically requires 
more maintenance, but we feel the benefits 
are worth it,” Linda explained.

John added that he and Linda feel it’s 
important to stake their labour on being 
organic, as conventional agriculture has so 
many detrimental effects.

“We are strongly committed to changing 
the way conventional agriculture is 
conducted,” he affirmed.

As John also has a treeplanting business, 
Sitka Silviculture, Linda is the main force 
behind the berry farm, flowerbeds, and 
large vegetable garden. Walking around the 
property is a treat for the senses, with many 
beautiful flowers to admire and berries to 
sample.

“This is Linda in her element,” said John. 
“I love what this place does for us. Everyone 
is excited by it.”

Growing berries involves a great deal of 
work, Linda admits, and she is happy to 
provide some employment for one or two 

Linda Lessard picks organic strawberries from Topcliff Farm’s berry patch on Topcliff Rd. 
The farm is open Monday, Wednesday and Fridays from 10 until 4.  

photo: Tanya Storr 
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REAL ESTATE
Thinking of selling? 
The Discovery Islander can help 
promote your real estate listing 
on the internet whether selling 
privately or with an agent. Listings 
available at:
www.quadraisland.ca/real_estate
Call 285-2234 for more details or 
email news@discoveryislands.ca

Free sawmill scraps 
and slabs for firewood.  Alder 
and Cedar. Arrange to pick up 
call Jerry at 285-2804.

FREEBIES

helpers during berry season. 
In the height of the strawberry 
harvest this June, Linda and 
her helpers picked 250 pounds 
of berries in one day.

“We’re not a u-pick farm, so 
we do the picking ourselves,” 
Linda explained.

Linda and John’s children, 
Gabriel (10) and Celeste (9), 
enjoy helping to pick berries--
and they love eating them too!

“The kids appreciate that 
the berries are a part of their 
lives. We eat them every day, 
fresh in the summer and in 
jams and baking in the winter,” 
said Linda.

Linda, a former French 
immersion teacher, home 
schools the children during 
the school year. She also makes 
and sells berry jams and other 
products at craft fairs. 

The Lessard -Kragen family, Dad, John Kragen, Mom, Linda Lessard and kids Gabriel and Celeste, 
enjoying the fruits of their labour – fresh blueberries.     photo: Tanya Storr

Eventually, we’d like 
to do less farming and 
more tourism. People 
could stay here and 
enjoy our fresh berries 
and free range eggs

- Linda Lessard

“

Asked what inspired her to 
make the switch from teaching 
to operating a berry farm, Linda 
said she wanted to work from 
home and she had always been 
an avid gardener.

“We looked for a niche and no 
one else had an organic berry 
farm on Quadra, so we thought 
‘Why not try it?’ Like teaching, 
this is a lot of work, but it’s a 
totally different energy,” she 
stated.

Future plans include growing 
more blueberries and opening a 
“farm stay” bed and breakfast.

“Eventually, we’d like to do 
less farming and more tourism. 
People could stay here and enjoy 
our fresh berries and free range 
eggs,” Linda envisioned.

Topcliff Farm is open from 
10-4 on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays during the summer 
months. For more information or 
to order berries, call 285-2343.

1720sqft Cabin + 800sgft studio 
on Village Bay Lake $139,000 Call 
Heidi for details, 285-2217.
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FOR SALE

The Paint Lady
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Wanted Postal Historian? 
Collector seeks envelopes bearing 
postmarks and mail from the 
Discovery Islands (Quadra, Cortes, 
Stuart, Read, Sonora, Redondas, 
Thurlows, etc) from 1893 to present 
day. Call Peter Smith at 285-3612

Honey
Pure, unpasturized fireweed 
honey from local beekeepers Fred 
and Roger Link at 633 Cape Mudge 
Road. Available in bulk buckets and 
beautiful gift jars. We will also fill 
your own containers. Please call 
Linda Link at 285-3759

Firewood for Sale.  $115 
per measured cord of fir delivered. 
Call Jerry Benner 285-2804.

Classifieds

Q-COVE APPLIANCE 
REPAIR Now doing repairs 
to all makes and models of 
automatic washers and dryers. 
Also new & used parts depot 
for all your appliance needs.  
Affordable rates. We carry a good 
selection of quality used washers 
and dryers. All appliances come 
with 1 year warranty on parts & 
labour. Free delivery on Quadra. 
Call 285-3425

Island TidesIsland Tides

DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS JULY 9 -JULY 24

9 0615 6.9 2.1
FR 1055 9.8 3.0
 1545 7.9 2.4
 2250 13.5 4.1

10 0705 5.9 1.8
SA 1250 10.2 3.1
 1630 9.5 2.9
 2320 13.1 4.0
 
11 0750 4.9 1.5
SU 1440 11.2 3.4
 1730 10.5 3.2
 2355 12.8 3.9

12 0830 4.3 1.3
MO 1545 11.8 3.6
 1840 11.5 3.5 

13 0025 12.8 3.9
TU 0910 3.6 1.1
 1625 12.5 3.8
 1940 11.8 3.6

14 0100 12.5 3.8
WE 0945 3.3 1.0
 1655 12.8 3.9
 2025 12.1 3.7

15 0135 12.5 3.8
TH 1020 3.0 0.9
 17.25 13.1 4.0
 2105 12.1 3.7

16 0210 12.5 3.8
FR 1050 2.6 0.8
 1755 13.1 4.0
 2145 11.8 3.6

17 0255 12.5 3.8
SA 1115 2.6 0.8
 18.25 13.1 4.0
 2225 11.5 3.5

18 0340 12.5 3.8
SU 1140 2.6 0.8
 1855 13.1 4.0
 2315 11.5 3.5

19 0425 12.5 3.8
MO 1205 3.0 0.9
 1930 13.1 3.0
 
20 0010 10.8 3.3
TU 0510 12.1 3.7
 1230 3.3 1.0
 2000 13.5 4.1

21 0120 10.5 3.2
WE 0605 11.5 3.5
 1255 4.3 1.3
 2030 13.5 4.1

22 0230 9.5 2.9
TH 0705 10.8 3.3
 1325 5.2 1.6
 2055 13.5 4.1

23 0345 8.5 2.6
FR 0815 10.5 3.2
 1355 6.2 1.9
 2125 13.5 4.1

24 0445 7.2 2.2
SA 0945 9.8 3.0
 1430 7.9 2.4
 2150 13.5 4.1

SERVICES

Zippers, Hems and 
Mending: available at the 
Quadra Clothesline. Phone Kathi at 
285-3854 to arrange. Large capacity 
washers for comforters, mats 
and sleeping bags. Dry cleaning 
service.Coin-op open daily 6:30 am 
to 8:00 pm

 WANTED

����� �����
��������
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�������
������� ���� ����
���� ���� ������

Hammerhead Home 
Improvement Services.  
Renovations, Remodels, Repairs. 
Outbuildings, fences, grunt work 
etc.. Free estimates & references 
available. Call Pat at 285-2807

Land Act:  Notice of 
Intention to Apply 
for a Disposition of 
Crown Land
Take notice that Twin Island 
Communications Limited of 
Box 21 Cortes Bay, Cortes 
Island, BC V0P 1K0, intend 
to make application to Land 
and Water British Columbia 
Inc. (LWBC), Lower Mainland 
Service Centre, Land and Water 
Management Division office, 
for a communication site for 
high speed wireless internet 
purposes covering LAT: 50? 
06’ 58” N LONG: 124? 50’ 55” W 
situated on Provincial Crown land 
located at Hope Point.
The Lands File Number that 
has been established for this 
application is 2408619.  Written 
comments concerning this 
application should be directed 
to the Senior Land Officer at 
200 – 10428 153rd Street Surrey 
BC V3R 1E1, fax 604.586.4434.  
Comments will be received by 
LWBC until July 3, 2004.  LWBC 
may not be able to consider 
comments received after this 
date.  Please visit our website at 
www.lwbc.bc.ca under Current 
Land Applications for more 
information.
Be advised that any response 
to this advertisement will be 
considered part of the public 
record.  For information, contact 
the Freedom of Information 
Advisor at Land and Water British 
Columbia’s Lower Mainland 
office.

Honeybee Pollen. fresh 
pollen collected exclusively on 
Quadra Island. 300 gram tubs. 
Place your order by calling Virginia 
at 285-3255

C a l g a r y - b a s e d 
professional seeks to 
housesit ( or home exchange) 
on Quadra Island during writing 
sabbatical between September 
2004 and May 2005. Quiet non-
smoker, non-drinker with Quadra 
based references. Call 7 days, 8am-
8pm (403)230-1991. Please no calls 
after 8pm.

Storage/Workshop 
Space Wanted
Moving in to a smaller house, 
need space for our surplus stuff. 
A dry empty garage, studio or 
workshop on Quadra would be 
ideal. (250) 202 2670

NOTICES
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