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• Every Day - Quadra Legion - Now Open at 2:30 p.m.

• Every Monday - Badminton, 7:30  Cape Mudge Hall 
 - Smile Makers Kidz Klub - Mondays at 2:45 at the QI Bible Church

• Every Tuesday - Kalina Folkdancers -QCC, 7:30 to 9:30 pm, Sept.to Apr. 
 - Sketching group at Firesign Studio 10 am-12:00 pm     
 - Al-anon meeting, 7.30 pm at the Childrens Centre

• Every Wednesday -Yoga 9:30 am and 7:00 pm Community Centre
 - Community Lunch, noon
 - Badminton, 7:30 pm Cape Mudge Hall  
• Every Thursday - Prayer Meeting, 7:00pm at Quadra Island Bible Church 
 - adult climbing sessions on Quadra Vertical,  7 to 9 pm Q.C.C. 
 - Life Drawing Firesign Studio  285-3390 7 - 9:30 pm  

• Every Friday - Yoga 9:30 am and 4:00 pm Community Centre
 - Youth Q.I. Bible Church  7:30 - 9:30  
 - Pool Tournament - Quadra Legion 
 - Jam Session - Quadra Legion

• Every Sunday Bible Study all Ages - Quadra Island Bible Church 9:30 am 
 - Sunday Service QI United Church 10:30   
 - Family Worship Service 10:30am Quadra Island Bible Church 
 - Clay Soldiers of Peace workshop at Claude Desjardin’s 2 pm 
 - Open climbing sessions on Quadra Vertical,  2 to 4pm Q.C.C. 
 - Buddhist Meditation 10:00 am  Upper Realm

• 1st and 3rd Wednesday - Food Bank 1-2  Community Centre

• 3rd Sunday of Month - Raw Food Pot Luck 5 - 7pm 285-3827 

• Last Saturday - Bonus $50 cash draw. Quadra Legion 6:30pm (members & guests welcome)

Island Calendar is a list of on island events. Please submit seperately for the Island Calendar 
and News & Events or indicate in your submission if you would like your event placed in both. 

Following the text order exactly as above for email submissions is appreciated (month, date, day, 
title, place and time), use the title as your email subject. Current advertisers welcome to submit 

events but not-for-profit items will be given priority.Thank you.

Island Calendar
T h e  R e g u l a r s

Submit your event:  eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

D a y  b y  d a y

Island Calendar online: www.d i scovery i s lands .ca/news

Next Deadline: Monday, January 16th 2006

January 20, Friday 
- Paul Levesque on the Northern Saw-whet owl  Q.C.C. 
7.30 pm

January 21, Saturday 
- Norma McKnight - ventriloquist   Q.C.C. 
7 pm

January 28, Saturday 
-Film - Being Caribou, Sierra Club  Q.C.C.   
7:30 pm

February 4, Saturday   
- Big Tree Hike    meet at ‘Vic’s Marsh’ 
10 am     Village Bay Lake Rd.

- Perri Sparks on portraits   Firesign Studio 
demonstrations 9 am-noon,  classes 1-4 pm  285-3390

February 7, Tuesday   
- Watercolors with Dianne Bersea   Firesign Studio 
1-4 pm 
- World Religion’s Course: “Islam”                             Q.C.C. 
7:30 pm

February 8, Wednesday 
-Free Money Distribution                                         Q.C.C. 
11:40 am

February 10, Friday   
- Island Voices present Capilano College Singers C.R. United Church 
7:30 pm     415 Pinecrest

February 11, Saturday 
-Valentine’s “One Love” Dance                                 Q.C.C. 
8:30 p.m. to 12:30 am

February 18, Saturday 
- Perri Sparks on portraits   Firesign Studio 
demonstrations 9 am-noon,  classes 1-4 pm  285-3390

February 25, Saturday   
- Portrait class with Perri Sparks    Firesign Studio 
1-4 pm

February 27, Monday   
- Quadra Community Association AGM and elections Q.C.C.

Old growth Douglas Fir near 
Stramberg Lake. photo: Philip Stonenews@discoveryislands.ca

January 30th
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oelle Construction Ltd.
Custom Homebuilding

Commercial • Residential

www.jtoelle.com

John Toelle
285-3783
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Subscriptions available
$30.00* for 6 months 
$50.00* for 12 months (* includes GST)

Call 250 285-2234 for details

Printed on recycled paper

Submission Guidelines
Items for publication are welcomed on subjects of 
interest to the Discovery Islands community. Please 
help us by following these guidelines:
• Please print handwritten material clearly.
• Electronic items sent by email & must be saved as 
Word or rtf formats. Please spell check in Canadian 
English. Sorry no floppies.
• No MS Publisher, WordPerfect files or graphics in 
Word files please. Send imported graphics separately.
• Please use the title of the item as email subject & 
send multiple items in separate emails.
• Please don’t send original irreplaceable material, 
make a trip to a copier first!!
•  Please remember to caption & credit photos and artwork. 
Don’t write on the back of photos use labels or Postits™.

While every effort is made to include all items 
submitted, errors and accidental omissions do occur 
and the Discovery Islander should be only one part 

of your publicity efforts.

Next Deadline 
7 pm. Monday, January 30th

 Issue 361 January 20th, 2006
Published bi-weekly and distributed free throughout the 
Discovery Islands by:

Discovery Islands media & publishing 
PO Box 280 Quathiaski Cove,  
B.C. V0P 1N0 
Tel.: 250 285-2234   Fax: 250 285-2236

701 Cape Mudge Rd.

Office hours: Mon-Thurs 10-4pm 

email: news@discoveryislands.ca 
Publisher/Editor: Philip Stone

Staff  Reporter: Tanya Storr

Cartoonist: Bruce Johnstone 

Printing: Castle Printing 285-COPY
© Discovery Islander 2006 All Rights Reserved

Opinions expressed in this  magazine are those 
of the contributors and do not represent the 

views of the publishers.

Agreement # 1408585
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At Quadra Credit Union, we believe…
• we are the financial institution of choice for the Discovery Islands,

• we will provide excellent financial services and be a good
neighbour in our communities.

One
We offer safe and secure investments with

a good rate of return.
Two

We offer the satisfaction of knowing that
your investment is put to work right here

in the the Discovery Islands.
Three

We offer instant RRSP loans, and issue instant
RRSP receipts for a fast and hassle free transaction.

Four
Your RRSP information is provided to you every month

with your account statement.

Quadra Credit Union
Safe and simple RRSP solutions.

4 great reasons 
to consider 

Quadra Credit Union 
for your RRSP Investments.
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Island Forum
Say your piece:  eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

To Editor

Discovery Islander 
As of  the first January 2006 

Quadra Island is part of the Northern 
Communities Emergency Program 
(NCEP) The program will first work 
on prevention and preparedness 
of all the communities and when 
needed will facilitate and coordinate 
response and recovery during an 
emergency or disaster. The Quadra 
Island Safety Committee is part of 
the program and needs a volunteer 
to be the liaison between Quadra 
Island and the Northern Communities 
Emergency Program The position will 
mainly consist of being the voice of 
the Quadra residents regarding their 
needs for emergency preparedness. 
For more information contact the 
Deputy/Coordinator Gaynelle Lobbes 
250- 286-7269, gtllobbes@oberon.
ark.com

Mike Fournier
NCEP Coordinator
250-334-6488 

Mr Hahn,
I took the following clip from 

page 7 of the Discovery Islander, 
a news publication for Quadra, 
Cortes, Read Island etc. There 
have  b een  numerou s  changes 
announced by BC Ferry Services 
recently. This was the tail end of 
a column regarding some of these 
announcements.

The  fe rr y  f rom Q uadra  to 
Cortes Island, a trip of about 45 
minutes, used to have a trailer 
on the car deck where disabled 
persons could take shelter during 
the trip. The only passenger lounge 
is accessed via a steep stair case 
to the first floor. Recently the 
trailer was removed because deck 
replacement was planned. Now 
deck replacement has been put 
off for several months and there 
is no shelter for disabled persons 
during these winter months. Now 
it seems that the trailer will never 
be replaced.

At a recent meeting with FC 
Ferry Services officials, a pensioner 
and father  of  a  d i sabled  boy, 
pleaded to have the trailer replaced. 
The repl ies , according to this 
article were: “Quite frankly we find 
it difficult to make a good business 
case for replacing the shelter.” and 
“ It is not the obligation of  BC 
Ferry Services to provide shelter 
for the handicapped.”

Personally I find this attitude 
from BC Ferry Serv ices  to be 
shocking and disgusting. Not only 
is BC Ferry Services a “SERVICE”, 
it is a public service. No matter 
that the company was taken out 
of the BC govt and supposed to 
be run as a private company, it is 
to all intents, still a public service. 
If it were truly a private company, 
there would be competition and 
the public would certainly switch 
service providers. And let’s not 
forget the estimated 2005 profit of 
$49.6 million. A small shelter for 
the disabled should not erode that 
profit too much. Yes, absolutely, 
the need for profits appreciated; to 

reinvest it in new vessels etc. (the 
old tub servicing Cortes is due for 
replacement in 2017).

And as a last aside, all the oyster 
farmers and other residents of 
Cortes, Read and Quadra Islands, 
who rely on your service to get to 
Campbell River for groceries, gas 
and other necessities, as well as 
getting their product to market 
i n  Va ncouve r  a nd  the  L owe r 
mainland , would sure wish to 
thank you for all the other little 
Christmas goodies you gave them 
in December; more fuel surcharges 
(now totall ing about 17%), no 
more ticket book sales for regular 
users (replaced by a plastic card 
with an expiry date?? - great, use it 
or lose it, sounds like Rogers Cable 
negative billing all over again), 
ticket sales to stop 1 minute prior 
to loading - whether ferry is full 
or not (your own stats say its used 
just over 50 % of  capacity, why 
not let that drop further?), ferry 
to sail on time, again whether full 
or not even if there are cars on the 
approach ramp, locals on their way 
home after a hard day or weeks 
work off  island and it’s the last 
ferry until morning. They’d all just 
like to say thanks for the service 
and hospitality.

I’m sorry if  you find my tone 
rude and facetious. I run a service 
business in a highly competitive 
field in Vancouver. What BC Ferry 
Services gets away with would put 
our business under in a minute. 
I an also a ferry user; I and my 
family travel from Vancouver to 
Quadra / Cortes several time a 
year. I am also the father of a boy 
with disabilities, not the same 
one in the article, but that does 
not matter. I also have friends 
and associates in The Discovery 
Islands who must rely on your 
company to get their product to 
market. It’s their livelihood.

Thank you for your time.

Drew Allan
Maple Ridge, BC

Dear Editor,
The ferry issues are so typical of what 

happens once privatization takes place....
Country after country, infastructure after 
infastructure the same tune is heard; less 
services, less concern for human needs, 
more schemes for money making, control, 
corner-cutting.

When the BC ferries sold out and 
became BC ferry Corporation I thought 
“uh oh, here we go. Let’s see how long 
it takes before the system we have now 
starts being chiseled away”..

Please realize that the complaint letters 
we write ought  to be addressed also to the 
Provincial and Federal Governments, as 
an effort to resist further privatization.  
What is happening with the ferry on 
Quadra is a symptom, indicative of 
symptom of the  privitaization illness 
eating up the entire country.

Unless “gobble-ization” is identified 
and treated as a sickness,we will continue 
to fight endless battles one by one as if 
they are unrelated to one another.

Kyenne Brussell
Cortes Island

mailto:gtllobbes@oberon.ark.com
mailto:gtllobbes@oberon.ark.com
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Tanya Storr

285-3937

B.A. English

Freelance Writing
& Editing

tstorr@connected.bc.ca

Articles, letters and artwork are all welcome for publication under Island Forum
Opinions & endorsements expressed herein are those of the contributors and do not represent the views of the publishers.

If you would like to see an alternative point of view represented..’submit something yourself. We reserve the right to edit for space and content.

Next deadline 7pm January 30th

HUMMINGBIRD
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All Your Office 
School & Art 
Supply NeedsFaxing

Colour & B/W Photocopying

Mon-Fri 9 to 5 Sat 10-4
Tel: 285-3334 • Fax: 285-3331

Okay so it’s a rare occassion that I opine on an issue in the Discovery 
Islander. But with a New Year upon us and thus a good excuse to 
turn over a new, or at least different, leaf .... here goes.

Monday the 23rd is federal voting day, the opportunity Canadians and citizens 
of democracies worldwide have hard won to choose elected representatives to 
govern ourselves, our resources, our foreign policy and essentially define our 
way of life and the future of our country. Yet politics and politicians continue to 
be the subject of dispassion, diresion, disbelief and in some cases plain disgust. 
How can it be that in exercising our democratic right, a right that people have 
literally died for that the results are so deplorable?

As a publisher (you can insert your own occupation, hobby, pastime etc...) if 
I am unhappy with the finished result of one of my projects I take a long hard 
look at the process by which the project was created and try to identify ways  
to change and hopefully improve the result next time around. 

Some of my own recent experiences: namely running in the BC provinical 
election last spring and extensive travels and observations of the political 
process in our sisters in the commonwealth, Australia and New Zealand: have 
led me to realize that the single most important and easily rectifiable issue 
facing Canadians at both the provincial and federal level is reformation of our 
electoral process.

During my visit to New Zealand last year I  landed right at the tail end of their 
federal election campaign and watched with great interest as the parties strutted 
their stuff on the streets of Auckland and the pundits filled the newspapers and 
TV with predictions of the fate of incumbent PM Helen Clark’s third term.

New Zealand has a system of proportional representation using the M.M.P. 
model whereby voters are able to vote for both the party they wish to form 
government and the candidate of their choice to represent them locally. One 
retired couple I hiched a ride with told me that they thought the system worked 
very well. They both agreed they thought Helen Clark’s Labour Party was the 
only party they trusted to govern the country but locally they felt the Green 
candidate made the best representative and they voted accordingly for both.

As the results came in on election night  the two major parties, Labour and   
National were neck and neck vying to form the government.  But M.M.P. gives 
smaller parties a much fairer chance of being elected and indeed as many as 6 
other parties had MPs elected, representing a variety of other demographic and 
political groups including the aboriginal Maoris and seniors.  Neither Labour 
or the Nationals ended up in a position to form a government alone. So rather 
than taking just the stroke of a pencil to decide in the voting booth, the process 
of forming a government continued playing itself out over a period of 2-3 weeks 
after the election as both Labour and National negotiated with the 6 other 
parties to form government and opposition coalitions respectively. 

It is impossible to distill a month of observation into a few paragraphs 
but suffice to say I was left with the distinct impression that if the people of 
British Columbia and Canada as a whole want to acheive a superior level of 
representation and accountable government the most obvious and proven 
course of action is to adopt some form of proportional representation in our 
election process. 

Did the kiwi couple I mention think that proportional representation was perfect? 
No, but they did say and I quote “it’s a lot better than what we had before”.

So on January 23rd and every election hence forth I’ll be voting for the 
candidate I have the most faith in to take the issue of electoral reform forward 
regardless of any other political concerns or allegiance until proportional 
representation is adopted in our province and country.                   -Philip Stone

The Editor Notes Click - back
in our online poll

discoveryislander.ca
Vote by logging on to

read the results 
next issue

See the results from 
last issue’s poll on page 9

Choose two priorities 
in 2006 for BC Ferries 
from the following list:

More corporate profitability

Improving public 
consultation and 
accountability

More parking spaces for 
overload traffic

More fuel efficient, 
higher capacity vessels

Better incentives/ price 
breaks for locals on 
inter-Island routes

Higher fares for tourist 
and commercial traffic

Investing 2005 profits 
in customer needs eg: 
deck shelter

Accelerated and 
increased privatization of 
ferry routes

Eliminating paper 
from passenger fare 
transactions

Adopting a “Public 
Comes First’ approach to 
business
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QUADRA ISLAND, WE WANT ALL OF YOU!
 Many years ago a young logger, Bill O’Connor and his family moved to Quadra Island 
and purchased much land in Quathiaski Cove. Bill’s family dreamt a dream and built the 
Cove Plaza area. We thank them for developing and keeping it in Quadra fashion.
 One day in the year 2002, the O’Connor family passed along a portion of what has 
now become our communit’s town centre, to a  “Bunch Of Old Hippies” (BOOH). Now, in 
order to keep this portion of the Cove in Quadra fashion, we the BOOH would like to extend 
an invitation to the Community...

...TO SPEAK NOW OR FOREVER  
HOLD YOUR PEACE...

 ...by requesting any and all brainstorming input. Dream for a possible future plan. 
Your ideas can be as crazy and absurd or as conservative and practical as your imagination 
can conceive. There are endless possibilities, every thought to be explored.

PRETEND:  - that there is an endless pot of money to produce it
  - that there is no money to produce it (recycle and wits alone)
 - that there are no bylaws to constrain you
 - that any infrastructure is available to you 
 - that you are in charge of everything !
 A few guidelines
 to keep in mind: - greenspace / town centre
 (or not) - people and traffic flow / delivery access and parking
  - existing buildings remain / new structure/ facilities can be added
  - should provide some revenue \ economic attraction

 We encourage you to pick up our package with property description / dimensions / paper / 
pencils / entry form / at FAT CAT EMPORIUM after February 1\06.
 This submission does not have to be fancy. Anyone, any age can produce a professional 
design or a chicken scratch, an artist’s rendering or a doodle on a napkin, whole plans or half ideas, 
think inside or outside the box, anything....

TALK ABOUT IT WITH EACH OTHER ---- CREATE !!!
CASH PRIZES FOR: MOST INTERACTIVE WITH THE COMMUNITY, BEST ECONOMIC 
ATTRACTION, MOST IMAGINATIVE, MOST COLOURFUL, MOST PRACTICAL, MOST 
EXPENSIVE, LEAST EXPENSIVE

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: April 30, 2006  DROP OFF at FAT CAT EMPORIUM
As Additional encouragement, upon submission you will receive a gift certificate to any of the following shops:   
 Yellow Dog Trading, Fat Cat Emporium, Amped on Nutrition, QI Clothesline, 
 Island Treasures, Explore Gallery, The Upper Realm and The Lovin Oven
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Phone: 285-3197

• Private and Group 
Music Lessons

• Over 20 years experienced 
teaching staff

• Lessons, Rentals, Repairs & Sales

Island 
Music

Serving Quadra & Cortes Islands

 285-2168     

Drum Set 

Violin

Trumpet 

Piano 

Guitar

Saxophone 

Flute 

Voice 

Cello 
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Dear Editor,
Recent issues of the Islander have 

contained responses to my Nov 25 
letter, “Government by Forest Service”.  
I stand by my assertion that it is not 
right and not fair that the Ministry 
of Forests is given unilateral power 
to make decisions that drastically 
aff ect British Columbia communities 
and specifically, Quadra Island. For 
many decades the Ministry has ruled 
North Island forests and it doesn’t 
take a genius to see that more than a 
few mistakes have been made. Never 
mind depleted forest resources, the 
economic condition of most North 
Island communities can be directly 
related to their forest economies: once 
thriving, but now in disrepair. MoF 
has a mandate with a clear  bias to 
industry and MoF has shown a glaring 
inability to manage for long term 
economic diversity in North Island 
communities

I am not  “banging the war drums,” 
but I am sounding alarm bells about 
Quadra’s newest forest management 
plan, one which eliminates past plans 
that included many years of local 
conservation eff orts and concessions 
to environmental and social concerns. 
Done with a single-handed sweep of  
Forest Service authority.

On Quadra Island, residents and 
non-forest sector businesses were 
advised of  opportunity to make 
suggestions to the new Visual Quality 
Objectives. Also informed that all 
decisions would be made by MoF 
which was under no obligation to 
make any concession to other views. 
All remaining public crown lands 
are being distributed and there is no 
remaining land to “trade” for roadside 
visual protection.

Because I take issue with the Forest 
Service about fair process does not 
mean that I am anti-logging on Quadra. 
As a consumer of forest products I 
feel obligated to provide loggers the 
opportunity to use public land to earn 
a living and provide consumers with 
wood. I have said many times publicly 
that I support Quadra’s woodlot 
tenures.  But woodlot operators are 
only one part of Quadra’s economy and 
they should not have the sole right to 
say what gets cut (on public land), and 
possibly hurt the ability of others to run 
their business and make a living.  Saying 
this does not belittle the importance of 
the forest industry. Why does the forest 
sector belittle other sectors by reducing 
their role in the important process of 
determining where viewshed cutting 

takes place?  (How would loggers feel 
if  the Ministry of Tourism embarked 
on  a system of developing logging plans 
which included input from tourism but 
accepted only token input from  the 
forest industry?) 

The Tourism sector on Quadra 
utterly depends on high quality 
viewsheds along our major roads and 
waterways.  Our ability to build our 
businesses, employ people, and diversify 
the economy depends on scenery.  I also 
believe that  most Quadra Islanders 
value the visual integrity of the forest 
- and they have been left out of this 
discussion altogether.    

Mr. Liseth regrets “needless 
regulation”  and loss of  “free lifestyle”. 
Th e massive clearcutting of the Raven 
lands on West Road (which I believe 
he endorsed) was a classic act of private 
freedom and public irresponsibility 
that most Quadra Islanders still regret 
again and again.  It is disregard for 
others and forest pillage like this that 
leads to distrust, more bureaucracy and 
underscores the need to protect what 
we have left.

Like Mr Liseth, I trust District 
manager Rory Annett. I trust him 
to manage the forest service and to 
monitor and regulate the forest industry, 
which is his job but not to design and 
run Quadra and other North Island 
economies.  Th e issue here is not about 
whether logging is good or bad. It is 
about a fair process to maintain and 
enhance a local economy.

Ralph Keller

Quadra Island!
This  beautiful Island with the 

most  fantastic people on the Pacific  
Coast reside here. I know. I have 
been loved and looked after by 
family, Quilters, neighbours and 
friends. 

I was rushed to  Hospital in 
Campbell River  in early November 
with a fever of  40C or 104 F.. 
Thanks to Sharon and Fire Dept and 
Ambulance service. on Quadra. 

Then after a week in ICU was 
transfered to Jubilee Hospital in 
Victoria for 6 weeks in CCU and 
ICU. Throughout I never lost touch 
with Islanders. I belong to the 
Quadra Island Quilting guild and we 
are a special bunch of gals. Besides 
doing a lot for the community we 

also care and look out for each other. 
Karla Thomson our past president 
and her husband Jim moved to 
Victoria a year ago so my family 
( Arlis Scott) sent daily reports 
about what was happening to me 
@ hospital to Heather VanderEst 
and she forwarded them to all the 
quilters and  they wrote (e-mailed) 
to  Karla and Karla visited me 
almost every day bringing  the 
treasured e-mails. 

I heard of babys born, Christmas 
plays and concerts,  carolling sung 
outside of Quadra Foods. It was 
wonderful. I laughed and cried and 
I thank everyone who wrote. I had 
a tough time down there as I went 
into septic shock and almost died 
and the worst part was when Dr. 
Meakes from ICU spoke to me 
before surgery and said “Carol you 
have the fight of your life ahead of 
you and  if & when it gets too hard 
I will tell you to pull back. I promise 
you a peaceful death. Trust me.” 

Well I looked @ him like the Grim 
Reaper and told him I was a fi ghter not 
a quitter. I had had a bowel burst.  I 
made it through surgery. I go back to 
the Jubilee Hospital on the 19th of 
Jan. for heart surgery but its minor 
compared to what I just went through.. 
and again on this beautiful island a hot 
cooked meal is brought around every 
night for us. 

Th e Islanders are looking after us 
well and making sure we are not in 
need of anything. I really want to thank 
my family, Arlis and Dennis and Xyla 
Scott who were suddenly left looking 
after Afghan Hounds and House for 
7 weeks  to Terry Hooper who came 
over and brought his chainsaw one 
afternoon and cut wood. (we were 
running out of fi rewood) to Shelley 
Higgs and Bob Sparks who also looked 
after dogs and house. Shelley Higgs 
and Gwen Early also come when home 
nursing is here to learn and help me to 
look after myself. 

And I can’t leave out the Quadra 
Quilters, Mary Denninson who 
arranged all the volunteer  meals. I will 
thank you personally for the wonderful 
dinners when I see you. You have no 
idea just how much this has helped me 
out. And  to my husband Dave, who 
never left my side for 7 weeks, thank 
you. I am loved and  blessed with a 
wonderful sense of community.  

Carol Sutherland-Scott

More letters on page 18
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News and Events
Submit your event:  eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

Th e question was:
Should foot passengers on B.C. 
Ferries inter-island routes travel 
free of charge as an incentive to 
reduce vehicle traffi  c, encourage 

use of public transit and recognize 
the ferry service as an essential 

extension of the provincial 
highway system?

Click - back
Results of last issue’s  

online poll

Public Notice
HBI Marine Fuel 

Service:
Th e Heriot Bay Inn will be off ering 

reduced fuel services beginning in the 
New Year, until further notice (in the 
spring). Th e fuel dock will be open 
Mondays, Tuesday, Th ursdays and 
Saturdays from 10 to 4 pm.

See this issue’s poll question 
on page 6

Cancer Study 
Continues

Amped on Nutrition is still involved 
in a cancer study on Quadra Island. 
Please if you or any member of your 
family has now or has previously had 
cancer while living on Quadra Island 
you qualify for the study. Th is is a long 
term project which will probablytake 5 
years to complete.

Amped is taking information 
on cancer cases and mapping the 
occurances on Quadra. We are working 
together with the Cape Mudge Band 
which is now in the process of testing 
for cancer causing agents in the air. 
In trying to identify the source they 
are working with an environmental 
consultant Michael Gordon from 
Vancouver. 

In addition  Dr. David Martin of 
Health Canada is in the process of 
matching postal codes with cancer on 
the south end of Quadra. We need to 
know your postal code as part of our 
information gathering. Please contact 
Amped on Nutrition with your details 
at 285-3142

Like To Sing? 
Acapella singing for all voices; 

everyone welcome! For those who 
love to sing and those who think that 
they can’t come and join this weekly 
gathering of harmony and joy. Quadra 
Community Centre Mondays 3-
4:30 pm Jan 9 - April 30 $98 for 14 
sessions.

Blaine Smith Painting & Contracting
Serving all your residential and commercial needs.

20 years painting experience  Seniors discount available

p. (250) 285-3045  c. (250) 202-6299
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Kayaks Missing
2 double (green & yellow)  and 1 

single plastic (red) lost in one of the 
recent storms. Please call Spirit of the 
West at 285-2121 if you know of any 
where abouts.

Island Voices
Friday February 10

Island Voices Chamber Choir 
presents “THE SPICE OF LIFE” with 
CAPILANO COLLEGE SINGERS 
at 7:30 pm, Campbell River United 
Church, 415 Pinecrest Street. Adults 
& Seniors $12,

*** Students & Members of any 
other choirs $5.

Tickets at CR Visitor Info Centre 
and Apple Seed Cottage.

New Playground 
for Blenkin Park
Expecting Parents or those with 

young kids (0-5) are invited to 
meet to give their input on a new 
playground slated for Blenkin Park. 
The “Playground Meeting” will be 
held Tuesday Jan 31st at 7pm in 
Rm #2 (Boardroom) of the Quadra 
Community Centre. Anyone wishing 
to have their opinion/thoughts heard 
as to where the playground should be, 
its size, style,  features, or potential are 
welcome to join in and give us their 
ideas. Call Sehleah at 285-2498 or Scot 
at 285-2211 if you are not available to 
be at the meeting.

2005 Weather 
Statistics 

The annual precipitation as 
measured at Heriot Bay in 2005 was 
62 inches (the annual average over the 
last 15 years is 65 inches). 

In December 2005 the high 
temperature recorded was 12 degrees 
C (the average is 10) and the low was 
-3.5 (the average is -4). 

These figures are now available 
online at www.climate.weatheroffi  ce.
ec.gc.ca and you can search other 
stations as well as Heriot Bay SE

Sharron Hatelt
Volunteer Weather Observer
Atmosphe r ic  Env i ron me nt 

Services

Yes = 93%
No = 7%

Don’t Know = 0%    

Big Tree Walk
If you’d like to visit the big trees 

featured on this issue’s cover why not 
join an informal walk through Main 
Lake Provincial Park to the ‘Stramberg 
Giants’ on Saturday February 4. Meet 
at the ‘Vic’s Marsh’ parking pullout on 
Village Bay Lake Rd. at 10:00 am (you 
can’t miss it, on the left immediately as 
you reach the lake ~500m before the 
bridge). Be  prepared for a 3-4 hour 
round trip hike. Gum boots or good 
hiking boots recommended as well as 
a waterproof jacket. Bring a lunch and 
snacks. All ages welcome, there’s lots 
to see en route: old homestead, beaver 
dams, wetlands, maturing second 
growth forest, meandering creeks and 
of course the big trees at the end of the 
line. Rain or shine!

For more info call Philip Stone 
at 285-2234 or just be there 10 am 
Saturday Feb. 4th at Vic’s Marsh.
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Experiencing Life In Christ; Sharing Christ In Life

1281 West Road

Box 161, Quathiaski Cove
285-2020

Fax: 285-2035
Email: quadrabc@aol.com

Worship Service: 10:30 am
Bible Study: 9:30 am

Pastor Roy (Sherree) Zimmerman

A month after the Soldiers of Peace event, I 
am still basking in the light of the evening we 
all shared.  The clay soldiers are still glowing, 
grateful  that  they could g ive  their  f lame 
of  peace on your behalf, and that you bore 
witness.  I also hold in my heart the picture of 
us all together in a circle around the Soldiers, 
holding our lit candles. What a warm moment! 
It was a special night in which we honored the 
glory of being human together and spread a 
little more peace for a better world. 

A big wide personnal “merci” to each of 
you who made that night possible.  It was 
deeply inspiring to have you all around me 
and to do this thing together.  I received from 
you everything that I needed to carry the 
flame.  From the beginning, your presence 
and energy gave shape to this project.  And 
how marvellous to see take shape! Each piece 
created the whole picture.  It is the unique 
essence of  each of  you that contributed to 
the sacredness of that night, which we could 
all feel. 

I want to express my profound admiration 
to the Quadra Island Community for your 
spirit , your heart , your involvement, and 
in particular your way of  taking action and 
sowing fruitful seeds in this world.  I must say 
that my observation of you for the past two 
and a half  years has inspired me to stay and 
learn, to share and be a part of the family, and 
to take action too.  Thanks. 

My  d r e a m  w a s  a n d  i s  t o  c r e a t e  t h e 
cou nterpart  to  the  Terracott a  Warr iors 
from China .  On my l ife’s  journey I  have 
continuously challenged myself  to imagine 
what  the counterpart could be to some event 
that has disturbed me.  I play around with 
ideas and then try to take positive action. 

I thought that if  I can continue to practice 
this, I might be able to begin to change the 
energy within myself and perhaps in the world.  
I have fun thinking about what could be the 
counterparts to the media that we have to 
listen and read all the time...  When we can 
just imagine what we’d prefer, we can become 
more aware of what might be possible, and in 
this way, we are already acting. 

The process  of  making these  Soldiers 
of  Peace is really about becoming aware of  
our inner wars against ourselves, and doing 
something symbolic, yet concrete, towards 
peace.  First we create that space for ourselves, 
then our energy spreads and travels around 
the world, sowing our intention. 

Again, thanks to each of  you who put 
your beautiful  energy into this project . I 
hope that the new year will give you what 
your soul needs to feed it, and express its  
uniqueness. 

To all who haven’t yet made a clay soldier, 
and to those who came once or twice, you are 
more than welcome to come on Sundays at 2 
p.m.  You can also form a group and call me 
to book a time that is good for you.  Just call 
to reserve a time and bring yourself ! 

The next exhibit will be at the Community 
Center for the International Women’s Day 
celebration.  Can we have 300 Soldiers of  
Peace by March?! We already have 150!

Gather your friends, family and co-workers 
together. Come and make a Soldier of  Peace 
and become a part of  the flame of  peace for 
North America. 

To reserve a time, call Claude at 285-3994 

Soldiers Of Peace Thank You 

Careers in Writing and 
Publishing

Do you like to write? Are you interested in graphic 
design and/or photography? Attend a free panel 
presentation on Careers in Writing and Publishing 
at Opportunities Career Services on Friday January 
27 from 9 - noon.

Panelists Alistair Taylor (Editor of the Campbell 
River Mirror), Jocelyn Reekie (author of ‘Tess’ and 
‘The Week of the Horse’), and Philip Stone (Editor 
and Publisher of the Discovery Islander and Wild 
Isle Publications) will share their knowledge and 
tips on how to break into this exciting and ever-
changing field.

Writing and publishing offers many options. You 
can work as a part of a team in a busy newspaper office 
or over the Internet from home, corresponding with 
editors by e-mail and phone. 

There are opportunities available whether 
you enjoy writing fiction or non-fiction, taking 
photographs, designing graphics and layout, or 
proofreading and editing. With a market that includes 
print and online consumer and trade publications, 
book publishing, and technical communications, 
writers and graphic designers have many potential 
outlets for their material.

Our professional panelists will talk about their 
experiences in the writing and publishing field, and 
offer suggestions for marketing your work. They will 
discuss training options as well as personal qualities 
that are helpful for success. Time will be scheduled 
for questions. 

Don’t miss this informative presentation! For more 
information or to reserve a seat, call Opportunities 
Career Services at 286-3436 or drop by 210 Beech 
Street (across the street from Service Canada). Visit 
online at www.careeropportunities.ca

Opportunities Career Services is funded by the 
Government of Canada. Services are prioritized for 
adults and non-resource based workers.

New Exhibitions at  
CR Art Gallery

The Campbell River Art Gallery kicks off the new year 
on Friday, January 20th at 7pm with the opening of two 
exhibitions featuring artists Nerrisa Ng in the Main Gallery 
and Paula Maloney in the Discovery Gallery.  
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• Qualified Journeyman Carpenters

• Project Management
• Commercial & Residential Buildings
• Renovations
• Custom Homes & Additions

Free Estimates - Phone

Your Complete
Home Building Specialists:

from concrete to cabinets

Certified Installers

Fax 285-3573

High Performance Wall Systems

Marlena’s 

hange Your Life with

Cold Laser Treatments,
Anti-Aging Facial Treatments

   

285-2938

C
more!an

d 

Salon

Triple P
Parenting Program

Campbell River Family Services and the Health 
Unit will be sponsoring a Triple-P Positive Parenting 
Program on Quadra beginning January 30 at the 
Community Centre.  The program will run for 8 
weeks, 2 hours each week. Triple-P is a skills based 
program and spaces will be limited. The program 
is appropriate for parents of children ages one to 
six. Child care will be offered on site. For more 
information and to register phone Monica Swanson, 
Public Health Nurse @ 287-2818 or Linda Kempling 
@ C R Family Services 287-2421.

**Volunteers required to work under ECE 
Supervisor to provide childcare for Parenting 
Program.  Please phone Linda or Monica.

News From The 
Preschool

The Quadra Island Preschool has started another 
term and still has spaces for children ages 2 ∏ to 5. 
Our fall term was filled with fun and learning thanks 
to our teacher, Ann, the preschool children, and the 
people in our community who have added something 
special to the preschool experience. Thanks to Martha 
and Gordon James for the tour of their workshop 
and for firing the children’s clay creations. Thanks 
to Carrie Bridges for singing, playing the guitar, 
and teaching the children about music and rhythm. 
Thanks to Judy the clown and her dog for making our 
Christmas party magical. And thanks to Jim Abram 
and the Regional District for their generous donation 
to the preschool.

Fundraising is ongoing, and we would like to thank 
the Community Centre, Kelly Bowman, Christine 
Portmann from Spirit of the West, Zena Williams 
from The Campbell River Mirror, Quadra Foods, 
the Heriot Bay Inn, Aroma Specialty Coffees, April 
Point Lodge, Neal and Linda Rolfe, the Lovin‚ Oven, 
Nancy Allwarden, Vibeke Pedersen, and June Dyson 
for their help or donations that made the Christmas 
Craft Fair Concession a success this year. Thanks also 
to Quadra Singers for letting us work the concession 
at their Christmas concert.

If you have any questions about the preschool, or 
would like to attend a free day with your child, or if 
you are interested in the prospect of converting the 
preschool into an infant/toddler centre in the future, 
please call Nina at 285-3491.

Being Caribou
Environmentalist Leanne Allison and wildlife 

biologist Karsten Heuer follow a herd of 120,000 
caribou on foot, across 1,560 kilometres of rugged 
Arctic tundra. The-husband and-wife team wants 
to raise awareness of threats to the caribou’s 
survival.

They let the caribou guide them through a wild 
and remote landscape, from the central Yukon to 
coastal Alaska and back.  During the five-month 
journey, they ski and hike across mountains, swim 
icy rivers, brave Arctic weather and endure hordes 
of mosquitoes.  They survive an encounter with a 
hungry grizzly bear that forces them to reconcile 
what it means to be a part of true wilderness.  
Hunger, fatigue and pain become routine, but the 
sacrifice is worth it when they witness the miracle 
of birth just metres from their tent.

Dramatic footage and video diaries provide 
an intimate perspective of an epic expedition. At 
stake is the herd’s delicate habitat, which could be 
devastated if proposed oil and gas development 
goes ahead in the herd’s calving grounds in Alaska’s 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

Join Sierra Quadra on Saturday, January 28th 
at 7:30 pm at the Community Centre to watch this 
award-winning film. 

Quadrathon and Kids 
for Kids With Cancer 

The next general meeting of the Quadra Island 
Cycling Club will be on January 30th, 7 pm, at the Yak 
Shack. We will be discussing this years Quadrathon 
and Kids for Kids With Cancer Mini Adventure 
Race. This year, both these funtastic events will be on 
the April 29-30 weekend. Quicc is helping to organize 
this, but we need your help to make them successful 
again. Come out to this months meeting with your 
ideas and find out how you can help and have lots of 
fun!  Phone Jack at 285-3939 for info.

Trails Committee News
As we begin another year of trail maintenance, 

I would like to thank all the volunteers who have 
contributed so many hours of their time, keeping 
Quadra’s hiking trails open for public use. This year 
we hope to re-build some ageing bridges on the Morte 
Lake, Shellalligan and Chinese Mtn. Trails, start work 
on the new trail to Surge Narrows Provincial Park, as 
well as routine annual maintenance on all trails. New 
volunteers are always needed to help with our many 
projects. If you are able to contribute and would like 
to be part of our volunteer team, please phone Judy 
or Richard at 285-2922.

This spring the second addition of the Quadra 
Island Hiking Trails map will be available at local 
stores, with three new trails for all to enjoy. All 
the proceeds from the sale of this map provide the 
Trails Committee with the necessary funding for 
tools, supplies and materials. So please support us 
by buying the map for yourselves and your visitors 
this summer.

I would like to extend a special thank you to Susan 
Wilson & Joyce Elliott from Quadra Island Vacation 
Rentals for their very generous cash donation, and 
to Steven Swanson and Quadrate Ventures for 
transporting a large supply of recently milled fir. 
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The Sixth Annual Cortes Island Christmas Bird 
Count (CBC) was held December 17th, 2005, and 
was again co-sponsored by the Cortes Island Museum 
and Bird Studies Canada.  Due to the timing of the 
holidays, this year’s count date was approximately 
two weeks earlier than in previous years.  The goal of 
the CBC is to count the number of individual birds 
observed of each species within a specified area during 
a 24 hour period.  The weather this year cooperated 
with a partially cloudy and calm day, with temperatures 
hovering slightly above freezing. The fog which covered 
Cortes for much of December was luckily absent.  4 
groups covered Cortes Island.

The group surveying the south end of the island 
was excited to report observing 
an unusually large flock of 25 
Black Oystercatchers on the beach 
near Hollyhock.  They were also 
fortunate to count 31 Marbled 
Murrelets, a species not easily seen 
from shore.  Four Rock Sandpipers, 
a species of shorebird which is a rare 
winter visitor to Cortes were also 
spotted feeding along the water’s 
edge.  A Savannah Sparrow, a bird 
that generally winters further south, 
was another great sighting for this 
time of year.  

The exciting highlight for the folks surveying Kwas 
Park, Cortes Bay, Squirrel Cove, Linnaea and Blue Jay 
Lake farms was the sighting of a Northern Shrike, a 
rare winter visitor to Cortes and the first time spotted 
during the CBC count.  Though generally considered 
the first sign of spring, a large flock of 80 American 
Robins were observed, apparently taking advantage of 
the warm winter.  Luckily the monotonous toots of the 
tiny Northern Pigmy Owl were heard near Cortes Bay 
the morning of the CBC.  Their call is more common 
in the spring. 

A flock of wigeon, spotted in Whaletown Lagoon, 
had another group stumped temporarily, until they 
identified with spotting scopes 3 Eurasian Wigeon 
mixed in with the more common American Wigeon.  
Near the Whaletown Store a large flock of 32 Black 
Turnstones, with 3 Surfbirds mixed in were observed 
feeding on the rocks.  The distinctive “ti-dick, ti-dick, 
ti-dick” identifying call of a Virginia Rail was heard 
near Gunflint Lake just before dusk.  Also spotted 
there were 6 Red-winged Blackbirds, enjoying a 
feeder feast.

A boat tour of Gorge Harbour and Marina Spit 
provided one group’s participants with a sighting of 3 
Pelagic Cormorants.  They also spotted a large flock of 
135 White-winged Scoters in the vicinity of the spit.  
This group then turned inland to survey a swamp area 
near Anvil Lake.  Though the ice had reduced the swamp 
considerably, the 120 Mallards over wintering there had 
kept open a small pocket of water where a pair of Wood 
Ducks and a Coot were observed.  Both these species are 
very rare sightings for this time of year!

The CBC Backyard Observers also made important 
contributions to the species total, particularly in the 
number of birds of prey observed.  They reported 1 
Merlin and 2 Cooper’s Hawks, as well as 5 Barred 

Owls, and a Great Horned Owl.  In 
addition, an Anna’s Hummingbird 
was spotted near Kwas Bay.  Near 
Whaletown a flock of 30 Pacific 
Loons was reported passing through 
on the day of the count.  Another 
rare sighting for this time of year was 
a Golden Crowned Sparrow, more 
usually seen in spring when garden 
peas are newly sprouted. 

At the end of the day the happy 
birders met back at the Museum 
where they were treated to a special 
display of a few Island birds from 

the collection of local taxidermist Laurel Bohart.  Over 
a hot mulled cider and snacks the final tally for the day 
was completed.  The grand total after including the 
backyard observations was 76 species!!  A new record 
for the Cortes Island CBC count!  

Sadly missed on count day, but observed in the days 
before or after were the following: a rare Snowy Owl 
frequenting the south end, Trumpeter Swans observed 
flying over Manson’s Landing area, a Long-tailed Duck at 
Smelt Bay, a backyard Blue Grouse, and a Bewick’s Wren 
and a Brown-headed Cowbird near the gravel pit.

The specific CBC count information is available 
at www.cortesisland.com and is also registered along 
with all count results from 1900 to the present on the 
Audubon’s website: www.audubon.org/bird/cbc.

If you’d like to participate in the next birding event, 
watch the Flyers or the Cortes Island web page for 
information on Museum’s Spring Migration Birding 
Event planned for April!

- Nancy & Ray Kendel

Cortes Is. School Thanks
The Cortes Island School would like to 

thank  all of the community members that came 
out to enjoy our “Winter Celebration” at the 
Cortes School. It was a wonderful night!

We  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e 
INCREDIBLY generous, silent auction donors. 
On behalf of the students, staff and parents, 
THANK-YOU!

Angel Khalsa, Chamadaska Garden Center, 
Reid Wescott, Ted Bannister, Doggi Shangri-
La , Dianne Bersea , Yvonne Kipp, Sunset 
Restaurant, Gunnar Hansen, Michelle Hanna 
(Island Music), Irene Blueth, Marine Dental 
Clinic, Gary Cork, Good Libations, Marnie’s 
Books, Green Space Design, Firesign B&B 
(Quadra), Bruce Ellingsen, Ian King, Ester 
Strijbos, Heriot Bay Inn&Marina (Quadra), 
Chyrle Uren and Carol Hansen, Larry Cohen, 
Cortes Island Motel, Sweet Sue’s Chocolates 
and Marg Sullivan, Tom Fife, Action Sports, 
Campbell River Garden Center, Intersport, 
Save-On-Foods, Zellers, Super Store.

We would also like to thank Island Sea 
Farms for their generous contribution of two 
fabulous bicycles!

Rob Wood
Design

Design for Healthy Living
• Site analysis
• Design assistance
• Energy conservation
• Handcrafted drawings

view my portfolio online
www.island.net/~robwood

287-1945

Helping to build
dreams in the

Discovery Islands
since 1978

quintano@island.net

Sorensen - MAcDonald
Enterprises Ltd.

Erik Sorensen mini-excavator

Need a little digging?
Give us a call

285-3906
203-3906 (cell)
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Sixth Annual Cortes Island Christmas Bird Count

Christian Gronau and Scott 
Lawrance birding in Gorge 
Harbour. photo: Dianne Bersea. 

February at  
Firesign Art Studio

There are just a couple of spaces open in 
watercolour class with Dianne Bersea from 1-4 
PM Tuesday Feb 7.

We are lucky that Perri Sparks has moved 
to Quadra from Dallas. She is a portrait artist 
and medical illustrator and will demonstrate 
and teach how to create likenesses in oil and 
pastel with a l ive model each Saturday at 
Firesign in February. Demos 9 AM-noon open 
to any interested, 4 classes 1-4 PM please 
call Nanci to register at 285-3390 or check 
the website at www.firesignartanddesign.com 
to see details and the new 2006 workshop 
calendar. There are just a couple of  spaces 
open in watercolour class with Dianne Bersea 
from 1-4 PM Tuesday Feb 7. Sketching group: 
drop-in $3 Tuesdays 10-noon; Life drawing: 
drop-in $10 Thursdays 7-9 PM

http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc
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Call 250-285-2234 
info@quadraisland.ca

2006 Guide to the 
Discovery Islands

Deadline for advertising 
January 30th, 2006

It’s Time to Get Your 
2006 Marketing Ready

2006 Quadra Island 
map - brochure

2 bedroom rancher on 2/3 of an acre 
asking $255,000 Open to offers!

Call Heidi for details

– January 27th                                                 

 In My Country (South Africa)

Doors 7:30 Showtime 7:45  
Adm:  $4.50, $3.50 students/seniors

In a movie landscape littered with noisy action 
pictures and lazily plotted thrillers, John Boorman’s 
film about post-apartheid reconciliation in South 
Africa embraces the complexity of forgiveness. In 
My Country is set during the hearings of South 
Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and 
loosely based on the nonfiction account of those 
hearings, “Country of My Skull” by South African 
poet/journalist Antje Krog.  

The fact is, for South Africa, the end of apartheid 
was just the beginning of a riven nation’s long, hard 
work. Three years after the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission completed its investigations, it has 
become clear that reconciliation isn’t a process with a 
beginning and an ending, particularly when so many 
bones of a country’s past remain buried, literally and 
figuratively.  That said, one feature movie couldn’t 
possibly do the subject the justice it demands.  
Nonetheless, In My Country portrays the extent of 
the atrocities suffered under apartheid, through the 
fictional relationship of two journalists set against 
the backdrop of the explicit testimonies of ten people, 
both victims and perpetrators.  It also looks at the task 
of fierce determination that is forgiveness.  

All of these elements are filtered through Anna, 
an Afrikaans poet and journalist, and Langston, 
an African-American journalist, both of whom are 
covering the hearings. As an African-American, 
Langston’s skin color may put him at a disadvantage 
at home, but his personal suffering doesn’t come close 
to what these grieving families have gone through.  
Anna speaks about how much she loves her country 
and longs for it to heal.  It is clear that forgiveness is 
not a mushy, touchy-feely process, nor is it as simply 
delineated as black and white.  Langdon and Anna 
attempt to sort out their divergent interpretations 
and feelings about the Commission and South Africa’s 
past while their relationship unfolds.  

The film’s general release in South Africa in 2005 
prompted the Political Film Society to nominate In 
My Country as best film expos of 2005, best film 
on human rights, and best film on peaceful ways of 
dealing with conflicts.  

Quadra Island Quilt and 
Garden Tour 2006

The snowdrops are in bloom, the deer are eating 
the new crocus leaves as fast as they grow, and the 
daffodils are poking through the ground. Spring is on 
the way with summer and the 2006 Quilt and Garden 
Tour coming into view. This year the tour is on June 
17 and 18 and we would love to have some Quadra 
Islanders volunteer their gardens. Your garden is not 
ready, you say. A garden is never ready. It will always be 
perfect next year. You may know what needs still to be 
done. You can imagine its potential in 5 or 10 years. 

Visitors to your garden will see it through different 
eyes and enjoy it all. Being on the Quilt and Garden 
Tour is really a very pleasant experience and it is a 
great way to get all those garden projects that are 
half finished actually finished. If you have been 
contemplating volunteering your garden for the tour, 
or just want to know what is involved, let us know. All 
types of gardens are welcome from tiny flower gardens 
to large vegetable gardens. We would love to hear 
from you all. All funds raised go to the Quadra Island 
Recreation Society and the Quadra Quilt Guild. 

For more information or to volunteer your garden, 
contact any member of the Quilt and Garden Tour 
Committee 2006: Bev Barclay, Anne Doolittle, Shirley 
Duncan, Susan Enns, Eileen Mackay, Elaine McQuade.

Friday Flicks - In My Country

2006 Events Calendar
Now’s the time to submit your event details for 

inclusion in the 2006 Guide to the Discovery Islands 
and for promotion by the Chamber of Commerce 
and other promotional vehicles. Fax your item to 
285-2236 or email info@quadraisland.ca
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Legion News
NEW HOURS!  The Legion is now open 

every day at 2:30 p.m. Closing time Sun.-Thurs. 
is 9:30 p.m.  Fri. & Sat. closing is still 1:00 a.m.  
All members & guests are welcome to come 
& enjoy our hospitality.  Amenities include 
cribbage boards, four darts boards, two pool 
tables & a shuffleboard.

 HUNGRY?  Terri’s Takeout is now at the 
Legion every day.  Come on in & enjoy great 
hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken wings, etc. Family 
dining in the Legion hall.

 MEAT DRAWS at the Legion every Sat.  
Four new draws every half hour beginning at 
5:00 p.m.  Four prizes each draw - plus a loser’s 
draw - plus a pull-tab draw - plus free tickets for 
the $50 bonus draw on Sat., Jan. 28.  Our gaming 
proceeds go to assist eligible local organizations.  
So come to our meat draws & help us to help 
our Quadra community.

 ZONE DARTS PLAYDOWNS  are at 
the Legion this Sat. & Sun. ( Jan. 21 & 22).  
Competition is open to all paid-up Legion & 
L.A. members.  Winners go on to Provincial 
playdowns.  Singles & doubles play on Sat., 
teams play on Sun.  Registration is 10:00 a.m. 
both days, play starts at 11:00 a.m.   On Sat., the 
Ladies Auxiliary will be serving food for players 
& patrons.  On Sun. Theresa will be serving 
starting with a breakfast.  Let’s have a good 
cheering section out for our Quadra players!

 SUN. FEB. 5 - SUPER BOWL.  Cheer 
on your favourite team at the Legion while you 
watch the game on one of our two big screens 
- one in the lounge & one in the hall for family 
viewing.  Bring your friends & neighbours, too 
- it will be a good time for all. Museum at Campbell 

River
Tracks and Trains

Photo Attached:  North Island Model Railroaders, 
Jan. 28-29 at the Museum at Campbell River

I hear that train a coming-  It’s back again, the 
North Island Model Railroaders annual show at 
the Museum at Campbell River!  This year’s title is 
“Tracks and Trains 2006” and will be held over the 
weekend of Saturday Jan. 28 and Sunday Jan. 29 
from 12 am to 5 pm.  This year’s show will prove to 
be as exciting as ever and will have something for the 
whole family.  The ŒFun Challenge‚ is returning 
this year and many prizes will be drawn.  Incredible 
displays of model railroad equipment, scenery and 
miniature buildings will all be available for Œlooking 
and learning‚.  Questions are encouraged as many 
Railroader members will be present to introduce 
you to the field of model railroads. Some activities 
will be Œhands-on‚ for the kids.   And as a special 
treat this year, a fully functioning electric Lego train 
will be on display.

So come out and learn more about this fascinating 
hobby.  The cost is $6.00 per person or $15.00 for the 
whole family.  Kids under six are free.  Call the Museum 
at Campbell River at 287-3103 for more information.

16,000 Letters  
and Still Counting

That’s the number of letters written by folks 
across Canada during Amnesty International’s 
Write-a-Thon.

A huge thank you to all of you on Quadra who 
came by the Community Centre on December 7 to 
send greeting cards to prisoners of conscience and 
write letters to governments where human rights 
abuses are ongoing.

Quadra participants sent 329 letters, approximately 
the same number as was sent at the last International 
Human Rights Day event. For those of us who are 
members of the Quadra Amnesty group it is always a 
wonderful experience to see how many on the island 
support this work.

Thanks also to those whose contributions helped 
the event be a success: Lois Taylor, Paul Bishop, 
Sandy Spearing, Valerie Johnstone, Colleen Hoag, 
Heidi Kinskofer and Avalon Sunset Candles. If you 
are interested in joining us, contact Carol Woolsey 
at 3737.

Preschool Program
For 2.5 to 5 years

(Toilet training not required)

Quadra Kids
school age program
For 6 to 11 years

Cost $3/hour (3 hour min.)

Northern Saw-whet Owls 
The next meeting of the Mitlenatch Field 

Naturalists will take place on Friday, January 20, at 
7.30 in the Community Centre on Quadra Island.  
The featured speaker will be biologist Paul Levesque 
of the Rocky Point Bird Observatory near Victoria. 
Paul will give a presentation on owl biology, focusing 
on recent research on the fall migration of Northern 
Saw-whet Owls.

More often heard than seen, nocturnal owl 
species pose a number of challenges to biologists and 
naturalists studying their behaviour and monitoring 
their populations. One question that has needed to be 
addressed was the migratory status of Northern Saw-
whet Owls on coastal British Columbia. During the 
fall of 2002, a pilot project was started at Rocky Point 
Bird Observatory on the southern tip of Vancouver 
Island, to determine if Northern Saw-whets Owls 
were migrating though the area during the fall. On 
Friday and Saturday evenings in September and 
October, a crew of volunteers set up mist nets and 
played Northern Saw-whet Owl vocalizations. By 
the ended of October, over 200 Northern Saw-whet 
Owls had been captured, banded and released. There 
was now evidence that Northern Saw-whets were 
indeed migrating south in the fall and that the number 
of birds present meant that a long term monitoring 
project was feasible. The results from 2002 raised 
a number of new questions:  Where were the owls 
going? Were the number of owls observed the result of 
an abnormally good breeding season?   In an attempt 
to answers these questions additional research was 
undertaken which is on-going.

Join Paul Levesque at this Naturalists Society 
meeting and learn about the results of the project since 
2002 and some fascinating aspects of owl biology. 
Paul started volunteering with Rock Point bird 
Observatory in 1998 and has served as a director since 
2000. Currently, he oversees the Owl Monitoring 
Project. The public, including children, are welcome 
to attend and new memberships are encouraged. 
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While writing my first column in 
November, little did I anticipate the 
blizzard of activity about to blast 

from the sky. Two months later, I find myself a little 
wiser, with much to report.

In the five days we  dedicated to trustee orientation 
in December, we  covered such topics as ethics, School 
District 72’s structure and staff,  and the tenets of good 
governance. Easy to say. On December 6th we took 
our oaths of office and then elected  George Maclagan 
as Board Chair for the coming year.  Phew! And to 
think I had planned to send Christmas cards  this 
year. What an optimist.

This, however, was merely the backdrop for 
the white-out. In two words, money arrived. 
Unexpectedly. With very short timelines attached. 
Without going into the details of criteria for 
spending, let me say simply that the provincial 
government stepped up with two pots of money, 
one on Dec.7 negotiated between the government 
and the BCTeachers’ Federation (SD 72’s share was 
$216,326) to address “class size and composition” 
concerns province-wide, and a second one on Dec.9, 
a “grant arising from savings resulting from the recent 
labour disruption in the education sector”, to quote the 
letter received from Education Minister Shirley Bond. 
This one time grant of $50 per student to be given 
to each school and $50 per student to be given to the 
district provided SD 72 with a further $636,000 to 
be spent on resources addressing a variety of needs: 
libraries, textbooks, literacy and math programs, and 
healthy schools to name but a few.

Quadra, Phoenix, and Carihi Schools received 
monies strictly based on their student populations. 
In the interests of equity,  both Surge and Cortes 
Schools with their small populations received extra 
grants from the district: Surge received an additional 
$2,000 for a total of  $2,275 and Cortes,  $5000 for 
a total of $7,400. Yes folks, the School Board knows 
we’re here, and they realize that a school requires 
an up-to-date atlas whether it has 5 or 50 students. 
Parents, staff, and administrators who found time 
to plan for the use of this “windfall” in the busy days 
before Christmas deserve a heartfelt thanks from the 
school community; it was a daunting task.

On a more personal note, I requested to be 
assigned as liaison trustee to the five schools that 
most of our Island students attend: Surge, Cortes, 
Quadra, Phoenix, and Carihi. Nobody argued. 
Should I be suspicious? I’ll be visiting Quadra 
School on January 19th, and attending a Quadra 
Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) meeting 
Thursday, January 26 at 7pm. On February 14, I’ll 
be at Cortes School during the day and attending  
the PAC meeting that evening at 7pm. I am in the 
process of arranging meetings with the other schools 
and their Parent Advisory Committees. I hope that 
all interested parents will come to these meetings 
so that I can reflect your concerns and interests to 
the School Board.

And finally, congratulations to Quadra 
School and its fine kick-off assembly for its 
month long “Festival of the Arts”. The students 
were involved, interested, and well-behaved, 
and everyone knew why they were there: to 
learn and have fun! As indeed they did.

Next  publ ic  Board  meet ing :  Tuesday, 
January  31 at  7 :30 at  the  S chool  Board 
Office at 425 Pinecrest Rd. Empty chairs 
await you.

Until next time,
Helen Moats
helenm@oberon.ark.com
Phone: 285 3560

Public Notice 
Campbell River-Quadra-Cortes 

Ferry Advisory Committee 
The Regional District of Comox-Strathcona, the City of Campbell River, the Klahoose First Nation 
and the Cape Mudge Band Council have agreed to assist BC Ferries in renewing the membership of 
the Campbell River-Quadra-Cortes Ferry Advisory Committee to BC Ferries. The mandate of the 
committee is to advise BC Ferries on local ferry service issues and inter-dependent ferry service 
issues that may arise. 

A maximum of twenty persons will be appointed to represent Campbell River, Quadra Island, 
Cortes Island, Klahoose First Nation and the Cape Mudge Band Council for a three-year term. The 
committee will meet a minimum of two times each year, usually on Quadra Island. There is no 
remuneration paid for service on the committee, however, BC Ferries pays approved expenses 
incurred by participating members. 

Citizens, groups and organizations interested in representing their local community on the 
Ferry Advisory Committee should outline their previous experience in serving in voluntary and 
interest-based activities in their community. Please submit your Expression of Interest in writing 
(include “Campbell River-Quadra-Cortes Ferry Advisory Committee” on the outside of your envelope 
or in the subject line of your email) by February 3, 2006 to your respective contact: 

Mr. James Warren 
Manager of Legislative Services 
Regional District of Comox-Strathcona  
600 Comox Road 
Courtenay, BC  V9N 3P6 
jwarren@rdcs.bc.ca

Ms. Katherine McDonald 
Band Administrator 
Klahoose First Nation 
PO Box 9, Squirrel Cove 
Cortes Island, BC  V0P 1K0 
kmcdonald@klahoose.ca

Mr. Brian Kelly 
Band Manager 
Cape Mudge Band Council 
PO Box 220, 1 We Wai Road 
Quathiaski Cove, BC  V0P 1N0 
bkelly@connected.bc.ca

EMCO Resources Ltd.
Electrical Contracting

Electrical Contracting • Design
Service • Maintenance • Repairs

Service and Maintenance

Emery A. Savage
Campbell River
Tel: (250) 923-5577
Fax: (250) 923-7707

Bob Turner
Quadra Island

Tel: (250) 285-3926
Fax: (250) 285-3928

24 Hour Service

from Our School Board trustee
by Helen Moats

jwarren@rdcs.bc.ca kmcdonald@klahoose.ca

bkelly@connected.bc.ca

REGIONAL DISTRICT

Comox-Strathcona
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Area J Regional Director’s Report
by Jim Abram

Prelude to a Protest 
 - the deception and lies about ferry issues continue.

January 15, 2006

I could probably stop there (at 
the headline) and get as much 
community interest as will be 

needed. I do not think it is news to 
most of you that we are being deceived, 
discriminated against and cheated 
out of our transportation system by 
a greedy corporate entity that has 
no interest in serving our public and 
consulting with us on our needs.

As your elected representative 
and a member of the Ferry Advisory 
Committee (FAC), I am absolutely 
disgusted with the events of the 
past month, which I outlined in my 
December 23rd. Discovery Islander 
article. Subsequently I have written 
to and spoken to the President of BC 
Ferry Services (BCFS) and members 
of the Provincial government and 
have set up two CTV interviews 
and three CBC radio interviews (all 
of which were aired coast wide), and 
have initiated two major articles in 
the local CR paper, not to mention 
all of  the local coverage in the 
Discovery Islander. 

All of the above has taken place 
with the net result of finding out 
that BCFS couldn’t care less about 
you and me. They do not care about 
the disabled, the handicapped, the 
injured, the elderly, the parents with 
children in strollers or anyone else 
that cannot negotiate the stairs on 
the vessel. They do not care about 
their safety nor their comfort. This 
is unacceptable. They also do not 
care about the fact that we cannot 
continue to be gouged for basic 
transportation across the water.

They have responded to comments 
that we have made with misinformation 
and then changed the misinformation 
to other forms of misinformation. 
They are a corporation with no one at 
the helm and with no rudder to boot. 
They have no qualms whatsoever in 
saying things in the media that are not 
true and that attempt to minimize the 
importance of the issues we have raised 
with them.

I have, in the meantime, requested 
a meeting with President and CEO, 
David Hahn. It was at first refused. I 
then spent almost an hour on the phone 
with him and he changed his mind and 
will meet with a few of us in the near 
future. Date to be announced.

In my humble opinion, I feel that we 
are reaching the end of our diplomatic 
options. I (we) have tried them all and 
they have not produced the desired 
end result. I am sorry to say that, at 
this time, I feel that we must take more 
drastic measures if we are to succeed in 
our efforts. 

Preliminary Strategy 
Meeting

I attended a meeting yesterday with 
FAC members Bob Brown and Terry 
Hooper to try and figure out where to 
go from here. We are all at our rope’s 
end in dealing with the deception from 
the corporation. It is very hard to have 
an intelligent discussion with people 
that continue to provide nothing but 
misinformation. We decided that we 
need to have a full blown community 
meeting within the month to find out 
just how much support there is out 

there in the public for changing BCFS’s 
views on the handicapped shelter, the 
destruction of our present frequent 
user ticket book system, the ticket sales 
cut-off time and the drastic fare and 
fuel surcharge increase. These are the 
four main issues, folks, and you can read 
more about each of them in previous 
issues of the Discovery Islander starting 
with the December 23rd issue.

We discussed bringing in all of the 
other islands into the discussion also 
and that is being done via email. There 
is much unrest brewing on most of the 
routes, and we hope to coordinate that 
energy along with ours.

We also decided to hold an emergency 
meeting of the FAC members to determine 
our strategy when meeting with David 
Hahn and to plan the Public Meeting, 
which I will host as your regional director. 
The FAC meeting will take place this 
coming Wednesday ( Jan. 18th). The 
Public Meeting will be well advertised.

David Hahn Meeting
I will meet, along with two or three 

of our FAC members, with David 
Hahn sometime in the first two weeks 
of February. We will be able to raise 
all of the issues mentioned above, but, 
according to his emails, he already has 
his mind made up and has taken on 
these issues personally since his senior 
management team have not been able 
to deliver without causing a media fuss. 
He thinks he can do a better job. Great! 
So, we will meet with the top dog 
and be better informed at our public 
meeting. I do not expect miracles out 
of this meeting, but I do feel it is the last 
in the chain of “diplomatic” mechanisms 
that we have available to us. 

Public Meeting
As your elected representative, 

I feel it is incumbent on me to hold 
a well advertised public meeting at 
the QI Community Centre by the 
middle of February. I would love to 
hold it sooner, but we have so much 
to do in the meantime that it would be 
impossible to hold it much earlier. The 
intention of that meeting will be to get 

a strong mandate (or not) from this 
community for the issues that need to 
to be addressed, in whatever form we 
address them. Representatives from all 
of the other island routes will also be 
invited. The main topic of discussion 
will be “where to from here?”. It seems 
that there is a great deal of interest in 
a full scale protest in Victoria. Before 
I take on such a huge commitment, I 
need to know how many of you are 
with us. If that is what is decided, then 
we will need to strategize and to get 
people signed up to do the work that 
will need to be done, e.g. phone trees, 
sign painting, transport, inter-island 
coordination, media, etc. 

Continuing pressure
In the meantime, I hope that islanders 

will continue to flood BCFS CEO 
David Hahn with letters by email, fax 
or mail. (email: David.Hahn@bcferries.
com and )

These should be copied to as many 
of the people on the list that I provided 
in an earlier issue and posted on the 
ferry, especially to Martin L. Crilly B.C. 
Ferry Commissioner (email: martin.
crilly@bcferrycommission.com). 

I would also ask that you copy me by 
email. I will continue to try to keep the 
media interested and provide them with 
new info as it happens in the interest 
of keeping the pressure on. Individual 
FAC members are fully participating 
in the overall exercise, each with their 
own expertise. This is a group effort 
and I hope that the “group” will end 
up being the entire population of the 
CR/Quadra/Cortes ferry route.

So, that is about it for now. Please 
fell free to call me between the hours of 
8:30 am and 7:00 pm, Monday through 
Friday (not on weekends, folks!) at 
285-3355, or you can fax me at 285-
3533 or you can email me anytime at 
abramfam@oberon.ark.com , or by mail 
at Box 278 in the Cove, V0P 1N0

Respectfully submitted,
Jim Abram 
Director, Discovery Islands - 

Mainland Inlets (Area J), RDCS
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The holiday season has come to a close and 
island residents are returning to a quieter 
way of life. Many are heading south to 

sunnier climates—a welcome relief from the rainy 
winter the west coast is experiencing. Looking to the 
bright side no one has had to shovel snow this year 
and the wet weather hydrates the skin giving coastal 
inhibitants a youthful glow.

BC Ferries Student Travel Policy
Some parents have raised questions about the 

Student Travel Policy on BC Ferries. They were 
unclear what the criteria are for a child or student to 
be entitled to “free passage.” (Free passage means the 
child does not have to pay the ferry fare. However, 
BC Ferries is reimbursed by the Government of 
British Columbia for this type of fare.) A look at the 
BC Ferries web site and a few phone calls clarified 
the concerns.

The Student Travel Policy states that students 
aged 5-18 traveling on routes 23 (Campbell River/
Quadra Island) and 24 (Quadra Island/Cortes 
Island) have free travel to and from school and junior 
association and sporting events. Free travel is for 
students only; it does not include teachers, coaches, 
escorts, or transporting vehicles.  The definition of 
“junior association” is quite broad. It includes sporting 
events, classes (hockey, swimming, gymnastics, music, 
dance, and tai kwon do, to mention a few), cadets, 
and religious activities. (Staff at the ticket booths can 
answer any specific question regarding this policy.)

To gain free passage on a ferry crossing the parent 
or student must inform the ticket agent that they have 
participated in qualifying event before fares are paid. 
One can appreciate that the ticketing staff cannot 
know which students are from outlying areas that may 
be attending such functions. The requesting individual 
may be asked to fill out a declaration form. 

Refuse Pickup
One of the mandates of the Regional District is 

to manage services best delivered to Cortes through 
co-operation and collaboration. Cortes has worked 
diligently for many years to develop a solid waste 
management plan that works for all islanders. 
The Recycling Centre, capably managed by Dova 
Wiltshire and her crew, is the most prominent 
aspect of our waste management action plan. The 
Free Store, run by a great team of volunteers, is one 
of “the” spots to check out on the island.  Cortes 
property owners paid $00.2805 cents per $1000 
assessed value to finance recycling centre operations 
and the hauling of landfill waste to Campbell 
River.

Area I Regional Director’s Report
by Jenny Hiebert

Inaugral Report From Cortes
January 20, 2006

Cortes also has a garbage/refuse pickup service. 
Individual homeowners are billed separately for this 
service ($68.00/year). It is an important part of our 
overall waste management plan. Ian Disney has held 
this contract for 29 years. He and Henry Verschuur 
pick up household refuse and recycled items every 
Saturday morning. They will pickup a regular size 
garbage can of landfill and a reasonable amount of 
recycled items. Any “bulk” refuse or recycled goods 
can be dropped off at the Recycling Centre during 
its normal hours of operation – 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Thursday through Sunday. The contract for the 
refuse pickup service comes up for bid this year. 
Calls for tender will be appearing in local flyers in 
the near future.

Prior to the creation of these services, many 
homeowners had trash pits. Dead appliances and 
vehicles and other waste were often dumped alongside 
old logging roads on Crown and undeveloped private 
land. The island is a much cleaner place now than it 
used to be.  Let’s all continue to support a system that 
works so well.

Campaign Financial Statement
Every declared candidate that participated in the 

November 18, 2005 municipal election must file a 
Campaign Financing Disclosure Statement. (Those 
elected by acclamation are exempt.) These must be 
filed within 120 days of the election. Any member of 
the public can inspect these statements through the 
Freedom of Information Act. Here is a brief summary 
of my campaign finances.

I was the sole monetary contributor to my election 
campaign contributing $400.00 in total. I received one 
“In-Kind” contribution for editing services, which 
totaled $61.25 bringing total campaign contributions 
to $461.25.

Campaign expenses were paid in the following 
categories: Advertising--$218.75; Flyers--$120.00; 
Postage--$48.15; and Editing Services--$61.25. 
Campaign expenses totaled $448.15. At the end of 
the campaign there was $13.10 left in the campaign 
account, which I repaid to myself.

There was no fee associated with filing nomination 
papers for this election. This makes running for public 
office accessible to more people. However, anyone 
considering running for office should realize there is 
cost associated with an election campaign. 

Alternate Director and Advisory 
Planning Commission

I am very pleased that John Sprungman has 
agreed to be my Alternate Director. John is a long 
term resident of Cortes and has served on the Ferry 
Advisory Committee since its inception. His history 

and understanding of Cortes combined with clear, 
articulate speaking and writing skills will be a great 
service to the island. 

In 1963 a group of islanders formed the Cortes 
Island Ratepayers Association to address local 
concerns. When the Regional District of Comox-
Strathcona was established in 1968 by the Provincial 
Government, the legislation also created Advisory 
Planning Commissions in electoral areas to make 
recommendations on planning applications or policy 
referred to them by the Regional Board or the Area 
Director. In the early years, the Ratepayers Executive 
Board was appointed by the Regional Director to 
serve as the Advisory Planning Commission. This 
continued until the Ratepayers Association disbanded 
in 1984. Since that time the Regional Director has 
selected the APC members. 

In keeping with the long history and tradition 
of Cortes Island, I have chosen to appoint an APC. 
Before approaching various individuals, I considered 
geographic areas, demographics, island organizations, 
and the economic and educational structure of Cortes. 
My goal was to have an APC capable of representing 
a broad cross-section of islander points of view and 
would also work toward creative solutions to the 
planning challenges the island is increasingly facing. 
The following names have been submitted to the 
Regional Board for appointment to the 2006 APC: 
Paul Brewer; Bruce Ellingsen, Tamara McPhail, Ian 
Moul, Helen Radosevic, Cec Robinson, and Kristin 
Scofield-Sweet.  

Ferry Advisory Committee
December 14, 2005, I attended the Ferry Advisory 

Committee (FAC) meeting on Quadra Island as a 
member of the audience. (I was allowed to speak when 
the concerns about student fares were discussed.) It 
was announced at this meeting that paper ferry ticket 
books are going to be replaced by “stored value” plastic 
debit cards that will have a 90-day expiration. Because 
our local FAC’s appointments ended December 31, 
Quadra Director Jim Abram and I have sent a letter to 
David Hahn, the President and & CEO of BC Ferries, 
asking for a commitment not to implement the new 
card system until theres has been full consultation 
with the new FAC and until BC Ferries has held 
Public Meetings on Quadra and Cortes to explain 
the system and respond to concerns.

This change, plus the additional 6% fuel surcharge 
increase BC Ferries is seeking, would have a significant 
impact on our community. Applications are currently 
being accepted for positions on this committee. The 
term will be for three years and Cortes is allowed 
up to five members. Now, more than ever, Cortes 
needs strong representation on ferry issues. Anyone 
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interested in serving on this committee can forward 
letters of application to Bob Long—CAO, Regional 
District of Comox-Strathcona, 600 Comox Road, 
Courtenay, BC V9N 3P6, or via email: blong@rdcs.
bc.ca.

Hank’s Beach
It is now common knowledge that the Bartholomew 

Road property long used to access Hank’s Beach has 
been sold. Until now this property has always been 
privately owned by a variety of timber companies. 
There has never been a legal public access through this 
land. Island residents have known for several years 
that this property would be coming up for sale. When 
the property was finally listed, one of our own extolled 
the community as a whole to purchase the property. 
Nothing came together within our community and 
approximately 45 days later the land was sold to a 
family from Vancouver. The sale of the property or 
who purchased the parcel is not the problem—lack 
of public access to the beach is. There are several 
legally dedicated public accesses that could meet the 
community’s needs. It is now time to investigate the 
parameters of developing these options.

As we move through the year, let’s all try to 
remember those qualities of human relationship we 
have just celebrated. They should be the standard to 
which we aspire throughout the year. 

Feel free to contact me at 935-6488 Monday through 
Friday 9:00 am to 4 pm. If you get the answering 
machine phone, my cell phone is 202-6488. You can also 
email me at brijen@oberon.ark.com anytime.   

Cheers
Jenny Hiebert 
Director, Cortes Island 
(Area I) RDCS 
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Custom-Fabricated Sheet Metal

Call Shane Hedefine

Authorised by 
official agent 
Don Munroe

Vote Green Party, the 
Politics of Hope.

Contact Michael Mascall at 250-285-2330,  
or campaign manager Susan Holvenstot 250-334-2375

www.northislandgreens.ca

The Oil Moratorium,  
Green or NDP

A regional issue I am very concerned about is 
wether the oil moratorium is lifted or not. I never 
want to see oil rigs in Hecate Straight or oil spills 
in the waters between the Queen Charlottes and 
Prince Rupert. The NDP has clearly stated it would 
not lift the moratorium, whereas the Conservative 
party favours oil exploration. If the Conservatives 
win  the North Island riding and in turn become 
the governing party in Ottawa, I would expect these 
two levels of Conservative governments to seize this 
opportunity to work towards lifting the coastal oil 
moratorium.

In our North Island riding the race between the 
NDP and the Conservatives is very tight. In the 
election of 2004 the Conservatives won by some 450 
votes. Eventhough I am inclined to vote for the Green 
Party, I do not want to risk a Conservative victory in 
our riding and will therefor vote for the NDP.

A Conservative victory in our riding could 
translate into a Conservative win federally. One of the 
outcomes of this Conservative scenario could mean 
the lifting of the oil moratorium. I do not want to 
see oil and gas exploration in our region and for that 
reason  I am placing my Green vote with the NDP.

Steven Mooney

Unlike previous years the polls will close at 7 
pm, not 8pm.

eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca  
fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

more Island Forum

mailto:blong@rdcs.bc.ca
mailto:blong@rdcs.bc.ca
mailto:brijen@oberon.ark.com
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Island Report
by Tanya Storr

All Candidates Meeting  
Draws Large Crowd

Vancouver Island North candidates at QCC on January 5, 2006. L-R Michael Mascall, Catherine Bell, Jim Mitchell, and John Duncan.       Photo by Tanya Storr.

The federal election will take place on 
Monday, January 23, with voting from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Quadra Community 

Centre. A large crowd gathered at QCC on January 5 
for an all-candidates meeting.

Moderator Susan Wilson explained that the meeting 
would include 5-minute opening statements from the 
candidates, one hour of questions from the floor, and 
2-minute closing statements.

Quadra resident Michael Mascall said he is running 
as a federal candidate for the Green Party for the 
second time because it is something he believes in. His 
background working in rural and economic development 
in Third World countries has made him realise the 
importance of balance.

“If the whole planet lived like people in Vancouver, 
we would need four planets. We need to learn to live 
within our limits,” he said.

NDP candidate Catherine Bell remarked that some 
people look at politics as a game, but the Parliament in 
Ottawa is not a place you go to play games—it’s a place 
you go to do serious work.

“Paul Martin and Stephen Harper are playing the 
same old games. The NDP will do things differently. 
No games,” she asserted.

Liberal candidate Jim Mitchell said he offers the kind 
of direct representation that would best serve the North 
Island. As a second-term councillor for the Village of 
Gold River, Mitchell feels he has a solid understanding 
of how things work in local communities.

“The voice of the North Island must be represented 
in federal policy and programs. I will access the people of 
the North Island constantly for input,” he stated.

John Duncan, Conservative candidate and Vancouver 
Island North MP for the past four terms, said he has 
been called “a workaholic and an activist.” Duncan stated 
that his office and staff have achieved results for people 
in the riding. 

“After four terms in opposition, I would like to 
serve in government. I believe I can continue to strongly 
represent this riding,” he said.

The candidates then responded to a series of excellent 
questions from the audience on topics ranging from 
proportional representation to the high debt loads 
incurred by today’s post-secondary students. 

Gerry Hornby asked what the federal candidates 
would do to help their constituents with ferries issues.

Michael Mascall said the Green Party does not 
operate in a top-down framework. When it comes to 
ferries, for example, the Greens would say, “Let’s get 
together and do something about it.”

Catherine Bell agreed that ferries are a people’s issue 
of public transportation, access, and highways. She 
promised she would stand up to say that BC Ferries 
should come back under government control.

John Duncan said he wasn’t clear what the question 
was. He heard the issue dealt with handicapped 
access and was appalled to hear about the removal of 
the car deck shelter. However, he felt it would “look 

opportunistic on my part to get involved during an 
election campaign.”

Jim Mitchell stated that he would gladly do whatever 
he could, as someone who lives on Vancouver Island 
where we’re all dependant on ferries. “We need to make 
sure people can afford to live on these islands.”

Bill Assu asked about two NAFTA-related issues—
fresh water and softwood lumber. Duncan said no one 
has worked harder than him to get back to free trade in 
lumber. Mascall stated that the Green Party would rip 
up NAFTA. He added that it’s very important we don’t 
export our fresh water.

Bell said that water is a human right, and the NDP 
does not believe in the commodification of water. She 
maintained that public water systems must be kept in 
the public’s hands.

Mitchell said he would not support the exportation of 
water from Canada. “As for tearing up NAFTA, I don’t 
know how constructive that would be. Trade agreements 
need to evolve.”

Steve Moore asked Duncan why he supported the 
US invasion of Iraq and urged Canada to be a part of 
it.

Duncan replied that the Conservative Party’s position 
on Iraq is that Canada is prepared to participate in 
humanitarian assistance and train security personnel. 

The Greens would like to change the Ministry of 
National Defense into the Ministry of International 
Cooperation, Mascall asserted. 
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Bell said the NDP is very proud to be 100% opposed 
to sending troops to Iraq. 

Mitchell asserted that the reason Canada is not in 
Iraq is because we have the Liberal government of today.

Heather Simpson said climate change should be the 
#1 priority of this election, adding that Canada’s record is 
abysmal. She asked all the candidates if their parties will 
commit to setting tougher requirements and getting rid 
of any loopholes.

The NDP will put forward a Polluter Pay Act, said Bell, as 
well as a Clean Air Act and a Clean Water Act. Mitchell said the 
Liberal government signed the Kyoto Accord with the intention 
of achieving its goals, and that is what’s being done.

Duncan advocated for a “made-in-Canada” 
expression of how we’re going to reduce emissions. 
Mascall said Kyoto is only a starting point. “The Greens 
would like to hit the biggest offenders with the greatest 
taxes, and focus on alternative energies.”

George Barabas brought up the results of a survey 
he conducted on Quadra 10 years ago on the topic of jet 
skis: 88% were opposed to them in freshwater and 76% 
in any waters around the island. Barabas asked Duncan 
why he “totally ignored the result.”

Duncan said he remembered “considerable 
correspondence” between Barabas and his office. 
Mascall termed the survey an “exciting form of grassroots 
democracy.” Bell made a quip about former Canadian 
Alliance leader Stockwell Day’s fondness for jet skis, 
adding that a representative’s job is to listen to constituents. 
Mitchell commented that it’s important to go out into the 
community to find out about problems.

Ruth Amiabel asked what the parties planned to do 
about a National Homecare Plan, Long Term Care Plan, 
Pharmacare Plan, and Guaranteed Annual Income (GAI) 
so that people could survive without having to depend 
on food banks.

Mitchell said the Liberals have a plan for homecare, but 
isn’t sure a GAI would be the best idea. The Conservatives 
concur with the recommendation that pharmaceutical 
costs don’t place a burden on anyone, said Duncan. 

Mascall stated that the Greens support homecare, 
Pharmacare, and a GAI, and would redirect money used 
for corporate subsidies into these programs. 

The NDP has put forward strategies on all four issues, 
Bell noted. “A homecare plan would go a long way towards 
giving seniors the comfort they deserve.”

Jocelyn Reekie asked what each candidate would do 
in Ottawa to support the development of the arts, culture, 
and heritage. Mascall replied that the Greens support 
federal funding for the arts. Bell said we must support 
First Nations culture on the North Island and the CBC, 
which “we are in danger of losing.”

Mitchell affirmed he would support further funding 
for arts and culture. Duncan mentioned he has worked 
with film commissions to ensure they got expedited 
approvals when they ran into roadblocks.

Ken Stoughton asked what each party plans to do 
about sentences for violent crimes. Bell said there’s a need to 
be tough on crime, as well as the causes of crime. Mitchell 
said as a gun owner he’s not supportive of the Gun Registry 
as it exists now, and that the Liberals are increasing funds 
for the RCMP to boost numbers. Duncan said the 

Conservatives will ensure violent and sexual offenders 
serve their sentences and are taken off the streets. Mascall 
said guns that are useful for hunting should be registered, 
and handguns and combat weapons banned.

Riki Vogt wondered where each party stands on 
genetically engineered foods. Mascall said the Greens 
support the labelling of GE foods, and also want to see 
local and provincial GE-free zones. Bell stated that people 
have a right to know what they are eating, and the NDP 
supports mandatory labelling.

Mitchell said he personally supports the labelling of 
anything in food products that is “outside of the norm”. 
Duncan commented that the complications of labelling are 
immense and “the run of the mill consumer is not willing 
to pay the extra costs.”

Zoe Cassidy-Stinson spoke from the perspective of a 
youth. “I’m interested to know how each candidate feels 
about the lack of funding and innovative programs for 
young people.” 

Duncan replied that it was a tough question and it’s 
a problem everywhere. Mascall suggested trying to get 
youth involved in community projects, such as dances, 
boat building, and artistic endeavours. 

Bell answered that as an MP she would ask the youth 
what they needed in their communities to be involved. 
Mitchell said he has taken kids out on stream keeping 
projects, offering an alternative to watching TV. 

After making their concluding remarks, the Vancouver 
Island North candidates stayed to chat to audience 
members. By the end of the campaign, they will have 
participated in 16 all-candidates meetings.
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by Steven Halliday

Halliday’s Viewpoint

“One of the penalties for 
refusing to participate in 
politics is that you end up 
being governed by your 

inferiors”. - Plato

E
Election Time…Again

ver since I was old enough to do so, I have voted in elections. For 
the first few years I followed the common practise of voting along 
family lines – that is, I voted for the candidate representing the 
party my parents supported. It was probably when I was in my 
late 20’s that I started voting based upon my own judgement, 
which generally was determined by my feelings towards the 

party’s leader rather than platforms or the qualifications of the local candidate. 
Today, I look at 3 aspects – party history, party leadership and platform, and 
qualifications of the local candidate. My wife only started voting late in her life, 
and she finds making the decision quite frustrating. This year she is determined 
to be a better-educated voter, and I wanted to use this space to try to help her 
and others who may be having a hard time making up their minds. Perhaps some 
political trivia will help.

Only three parties have held power in Canada – the Liberals, the Conservatives 
and the Unionists (1917-1921). The Liberals have been called the governing 
party by virtue of the fact that they have held power far longer and more often 
than the Conservatives (62 of the last 75 years according to one source). Liberal 
PM’s of note are Wilfred Laurier (1896-1911), McKenzie King (1926-1930 
and 1935-1948), Lester Pearson (1963-1968), and Pierre Trudeau (1968-1979 
and 1980-1984). I say noted because in all cases important events and activities 
occurred during their respective times in office. In comparison, Conservative PM’s 
of note are John A. Macdonald (1867-1873 and 1873-1878) though the party 
was called Liberal-Conservative at the time, Robert Borden (1911-1920), though 
he shifted to the Unionist Party in 1917, John Diefenbaker (1957-1963) and 
Brian Mulroney (1984-1993). If one were 
to lean towards longevity and experience 
as significant decision criteria the Liberals 
have this one beat.

 The New Democrats are 
relatively new to the game, having been 
created in 1961 in a merger of the Canadian 
Labour Congress and the Cooperative 
Commonwealth Foundation. They have 
been important players in shaping political 
outcomes by supporting Trudeau’s minority 
governments as well as Paul Martin’s. 
They’re federal presence reached its peak in 
1988 when they had 43 MP’s – today they 
have 18. The other party fielding a candidate 
in our riding is the Green Party, which has 
never elected a candidate to Parliament but are a growing presence on the scene. 
However, current polling indicates that they will only garner 5% of the vote and 
will not win a seat – this time. Their platform holds some attractions to a growing 
number of people who are starting to pay more attention to environmental matters, 
so they are likely to have a political presence in the not-too-distant future, but it 
will be some time before they accrue any power. 

Canada’s multi-party electoral system ensures that we have very few true 
majority governments; the last true majority (defined as a majority in the house 
and majority popular vote) was won by Brian Mulroney in 1984. There have 
been plenty of governments who held a majority of seats but not the popular 
support (the Chretien Liberals enjoyed 3 “majorities” but never garnered more 
than 41% of the popular vote), and it highly unlikely that either major party 
will gain a majority on January 23rd, by any definition – in fact, I’ve got 5 bucks 

riding on that prediction. This makes voting much more difficult, since you have 
to think more tactically than simply voting so that Party X wins or that Party Y 
loses. Very few people thoroughly study the detailed platforms of all the parties 
(myself included), so our voting decision is often more emotional than rational. 
My mother, for example, won’t consider voting Conservative because she thinks 
Stephen Harper has “evil eyes”. I also know of someone who won’t vote Liberal 
because Martin is “stinkin’ rich”. 

We all have our own methods of determining how we vote, and for most of us 
the decision becomes much more important as we age. This is probably because we 
typically have much more at stake personally, and also because we remember the 
mistakes and broken promises of governments past. Personally, I can’t remember 
a federal government without controversy, so for me they are all on a level playing 
field in that respect. And when I see how much I pay in taxes every year, believe 
me, I care about who holds the federal purse.  But I also care deeply about Canada’s 
role in the greater scheme of things, so whoever is carrying a business card that 
says PM of Canada better be someone for whom the nation can be proud when 
they represent us on the international scene. But what does one do when one has 
empathy for a particular party and it’s leader and policies, yet the local candidate 
holds no appeal? This is a dilemma for many, though occasionally it can be the 
other way around, which is equally perplexing. Worse still, what if none of the 
parties or candidates hold any appeal? Polls indicate that for many people this 
is often the case.

Maybe the preceding question can be answered by looking at voter participation, 
which has been steadily declining – 70% of us voted in 1993, dropping to 67% in 

1997 and 61% in 2000. We are not alone 
in this growing voter apathy – only 60% 
of Americans went to the polls in 2000. 
Denmark, on the other hand, boasts 89% 
participation. Almost 40% of eligible 
Canadians don’t vote, and it’s mainly 
because they don’t care or they don’t think 
their vote counts for anything. They are 
lucky to have the luxury of not voting 
– 33 democratic nations have mandatory 
or compulsory voting. Australia is one, 
and they strictly enforce it by levying stiff 
fines for failing to vote unless you have a 
darn good excuse. Of course this does not 
necessarily lead to a better result, as many 
unwilling voters make their selection using 

the “pin the tail on the donkey” or “dartboard” methods. 

According to the Ipsos Reid poll for BC dated January 12th, 47% of you are going 
to vote Conservative, 28% will vote Liberal, 20% will vote NDP, and 5% will go 
Green. Only a month prior, the Liberals led with 34%, the Conservatives had 32% 
and the NDP had 26% of the decided vote. Obviously a lot of people are changing 
their minds about how they will vote, which makes the contest that much more 
interesting as it nears conclusion.  For those undecided voters out there, the only 
suggestion I would make is to take some time to study at least one aspect; compare 
the various parties’ platforms, or compare the merits of the individual candidates in 
relation to how they will serve your interests, if you can’t do both. 

Treat your vote as befits the privilege it represents. I leave you with the words 
of Plato – “One of the penalties for refusing to participate in politics is that you end up 
being governed by your inferiors”. 
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Classifieds  

Q-COVE APPLIANCE REPAIR 
Now doing repairs to all makes and models 
of automatic washers and dryers. Also new 
& used parts depot for all your appliance 
needs.  Affordable rates. We carry a good 
selection of quality used washers and dryers. 
All appliances come with 1 year warranty on 
parts & labour. Free delivery on Quadra. 
Call 285-3425 or cell 202-3425

T W O  B O Y S  S T O N E 
MASONRY
Specializing in stone arches, interior 
features, walls, exterior facades, 
driveway pillars, stone walls, fireplaces. 
New to Quadra Island keen to get 
to work! Call 285-3811 or email:  
twoboysstonemasonry@hotmail.com

Yellow Dog
Trading Company
Bulk Foods & Baking Supplies

Open Mon. - Fri.
11 am - 5 pm

Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

285-2867
Walk or drive around behind

Q-Cove’s ‘ Old Yellow Dog’ Plaza

Buy as much as you want,
or as little as you need.

WAGGIN’ TAILS is up and running!  
Give your pet a little TLC while you’re 
away.  Available for daily and overnight 
pet care 7 days a week.
Contact Michael at 285-2367 for details.

FOR SALE

AMPED ON NUTRITION 
Quadra Island’s health food store.  
Need help investigating your health 
concerns – we have great books to browse 
through, quality vitamins, minerals and 
supplements homeopathic remedies, 
bulk foods and alternative groceries. 
Open 11-7, closed Sun. ‘tel 285-3142
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The Paint Lady
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DISCOVERY- -OFFICE 
A S S I S T A N C E  & 
ORGANIZATION
• Full range of office services and 
bookkeeping
•  Small & home based office 
organization
Tucker Dinnes tel: 285-2166
Email: dinnes@oberon.ark.com

Discovery

Put your business 
in the spotlight!

Display Classified Ads
Only $12.00* per issue.

Call 285-2234
*GST extra

To Submit Your Ad
D r o p  b y  o u r  o f f i c e  a t  
701 Cape Mudge Rd. 10-4pm Monday 
to Thursday or at Hummingbird Art and 
Office Supply during their opening hours 
with your ad written or typed out and 
$7.50 in cash or cheque (sorry no credit 
cards) for up to 30 words. Longer ads 
charged at $8/column inch.

If the office is closed use the secure mail box 
at the door. Payment is required at time of 
submission. Ads may be faxed to 285-2236 
or emailed to: news@discoveryislands.ca 
with payment following asap

HONEY Pure, unpasturized fireweed 
honey from local beekeepers Fred and Roger 
Link at 633 Cape Mudge Road. Available 
in bulk buckets and beautiful gift jars. We 
will also fill your own containers. Please 
call Linda Link at 285-3759

COMPANY COMING? Firesign 
B&B has Tourism BC approved 
accommodations for your family and 
friends in our cozy and comfortable 
3-bedroom B&B with separate guest 
entrance, kitchenette, living room, 
Internet and cable TV: your friendly 
home away from home 285-3390.  
www.firesignbandb.com 

Island Tides

ACCOMMODATION

SERVICES

Pacific Standard Time

Jan. 20 - Feb. 4
For Quathiaski Cove

DATE TIME M. FT.

20  01:23  2.0  6.6   
Friday 09:02  4.3  14.1   
 16:41  2.6  8.5   
 20:50  3.1  10.2   

21  01:43  2.4  7.9   
Saturday 09:22  4.3  14.1   
 17:24  2.3  7.5   
 22:47  3.0  9.8   

22  02:02  2.8  9.2   
Sunday 09:38  4.2  13.8   
 18:08  2.0  6.6   

23  00:46  3.2  10.5   
Monday 02:24  3.2  10.5   
 09:59  4.2  13.8   
 18:53  1.6  5.2   

24  10:31  4.2  13.8   
Tuesday 19:38  1.3  4.3   

25  03:27  3.8  12.5   
Wednesday 05:57  3.8  12.5   
 11:11  4.2  13.8   
 20:23  1.0  3.3   

26  03:59  4.1  13.5   
Thursday 07:24  3.9  12.8   
 12:07  4.2  13.8   
 21:09  0.8  2.6  

27  04:32  4.2  13.8   
Friday 08:14  3.9  12.8   
 13:19  4.2  13.8   
 21:54  0.5  1.6   

28  05:07  4.3  14.1   
Saturday 08:59  3.8  12.5   
 14:30  4.3  14.1   
 22:37  0.4  1.3   

29  05:41  4.3  14.1   
Sunday 09:48  3.7  12.1   
 15:32  4.3  14.1   
 23:17  0.4  1.3   

30  06:16  4.4  14.4   
Monday 10:45  3.5  11.5   
 16:30  4.2  13.8   
 23:52  0.6  2.0   

31  06:50  4.5  14.8   
Tuesday 12:01  3.2  10.5   
 17:27  4.1  13.5   

01  00:22  0.9  3.0   
Wednesday 07:23  4.5  14.8   
 14:28  2.8  9.2   
 18:30  3.8  12.5   

02  00:53  1.4  4.6   
Thursday 07:56  4.6  15.1   
 15:22  2.4  7.9   
 19:42  3.5  11.5

03 01:26  2.0  6.6   
Friday 08:30  4.5  14.8   
 16:16  2.0  6.6   
 21:14  3.3  10.8   

04 02:01  2.5  8.2   
Saturday 09:03  4.5  14.8   
 17:11  1.6  5.2   

If you can walk you can dance. 
If you can talk, you can sing. The 
L e t z  S i n g  c h o i r  c o m m u n i t y 
welcomes every voice. Beat the winter 
blues.  Come sing for the joy of it.
Jan. 9th – April 30th
Mondays 3:00 – 4:30 
Quadra Community Centre 
$98 /14 weeks 
Tuesdays 4:15-5:45 
C.R. Community Centre 
$105/15 weeks
 Sliding scale available. 

WORKSHOPS

F O R  S A L E  Tuf f  box  f o r 
p i c k - u p  t r u c k  $ 1 0 0  o . b o . 
12 h.p. Craftsman garden tractor with 
attachments $350  Call 285-3718
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Visit Our Bathroom Show Room. 
Featuring the Quality of EuroRite!

Great New Selection of 
Belwith Cabinet Hardware!

QUADRA ISLAND
BUILDERS LTD

 on Peat Moss-$ 8.99 
and Manures $ 1.79 reg $3.99!

PLYWOOD 4’ x 8’  .. 
Birch ¾”  $46.42 ,  ½”  $27.05 

and Oak ¾” $51.10

Pre Hung Exterior Steel Doors. 
3’ x 6’8”  2x4 jamb $179.00, 

same door with window $209.00 
(left hand only)

We have a Large Selection 
of Beautiful Kiln Dried Fir 

and Alder!

Discover Our Warehouse

Barry Blew It!

 He’s WAY Overstocked



Specials in effect January 22 - 28  while quantities last

PRODUCE

BAKERY

MEAT

DELI

Island Farms
Cottage Cheese

Dare
Ultimate Cookies

300-350g750g

Tru Value
Cheese Sticks

600g

1L

115g

6 Pack

Almond Breeze
Almond Beverage

Made-In-Store

Italian Sausages

Stewing 
Beef

Chicken Breast

Eye of Round
Steak

$6.57/kg

$3.70/kg

$142g

1 lb container   

lb

$6.57/kg

Farmer’s Best Farmer’s Best

Boneless

$9.44/kg
lb

$10.98/kg
lb

Tree-Ripened
Chilean Peaches California

Strawberries

lb

Earthbound
Baby Carrots

Earthbound
Salads

Alaskan Classics
Ice Cream

1.89L

900g

12 Pack

Assorted Hunts 
Pudding Packs

Little Qualicum

Earth Plus
Paper Towel

each

Snowcrest
Frozen Fruit

Stuffed
Mushroom Caps

600g

Nature’s Path
Eco Pack Cereal

750-907g

Oroweat
Sesame White 
Bread

Onion 
Buns

Cinnamon 
Buns

Pizza 
Pretzels

Sundried Tomato
Turkey Breast

100g 175g

300g

Brie

Seven Layer
Dip

6 Pack

680g

77g

GROCERY

$7.48

$1.48

2 for $5.00

$5.48

$3.88

2 for $5.00

$4.88

Oceanspray
Cranberry Cocktail

1.89L$3.48

$2.98
Harvest Sun
Boullion Cubes

2 for $3.00

$2.98$4.28

$4.98 $2.98

2 for $5.00

$3.98

$5.88

$4.58

$3.98$3.88

$1.88

$2.48

2 for $3.00

$2.99

39¢
ORGANIC

ORGANIC ORGANIC

lb

2 lb Bag
$3.98

$1.68

Bottle Returns 

for the Month 

of January 

will be Donated to 

Quadra Quilters

Classico
Pasta Sauce

270-700ml$2.98

mild, marbled, medium & aged

herb, baby greens, baby spinach


