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Ferry
Schedules
Campbell River - Quadra Island
Crossing Time: 10 minutes
Leave Quadra Island

6:15 am
3:05 pm
†7:05 am ** 4:00 pm
8:00 am
5:00 pm
9:00 am
5:50 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
11:00 am
8:00 pm
12:00 pm
9:00 pm
1:00 pm
10:00 pm
2:00 pm *11:00 pm
Leave Campbell River

6:40 am
3:30 pm
†7:30 am
4:30 pm
8:30 am
5:25 pm
9:30 am
6:15 pm
**10:30 am
7:30 pm
11:30 am
8:30 pm
12:30 pm
9:30 pm
1:30 pm 10:30 pm
2:30 pm *11:30 pm

Quadra Island - Cortes Island

Crossing Time: 45 minutes
Leave Cortes Island
Leave Quadra Island

† 9:05 am
**11:05 am
1:05 pm
3:05 pm
5:05 pm
6:45 pm

† 7:50 am
9:50 am
11:50 am
**1:50 pm
3:50 pm
5:50 pm

* - Fridays and Saturdays only. † - Daily except Sundays.
** - Tuesday sailings are for Dangerous Cargo - No passengers.

Avoid Line-Ups

Peak local traffic are during morning
and evening commutes. On Monday and
Thursday Quadra - CR 9 am sailings,
Cortes Island traffic has priority.

For More Information
Pick Up A Copy

of the Guide to the Discovery Islands
and the Quadra Island map-brochure

www.quadraisland.ca
www.discoveryislands.ca
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Island Calendar
Submit your event: eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.
The Regulars
• Quadra Legion - Now open Fridays and Saturdays at 4:00pm

Day by day
For the month of NOVEMBER – Like Mother Like Daughter, Barbara and
Sovay Desmarais at DRAW Gallery

• Every Monday - Badminton, 7:30 Cape Mudge Hall
- Parent and Tots 9:30 am - noon Q.C.C.
• Every Tuesday - Smile Makers Kidz Klub Q.I. Bible Church from 2:4 -4:15 pm
- Kalina Folkdancers -QCC, 7:30 to 9:30 pm, Sept.to Apr.
- Sketching group at Firesign Studio 10 am-12:00 pm
- Al-anon meeting, 7.30 pm at the Childrens Centre

- Banff Mountain Film Festival			
7pm

• Every Wednesday - Moms and Babes 11 am - noon Q.C.C.
-Community Lunch noon Q.C.C.
- Badminton, 7:30 pm Cape Mudge Hall

Saturday November 24
- Christmas Craft Fair				
Q.C.C.
10 am - 3 pm Santa arrives at noon on the firetruck!

• Every Thursday - Parent and Tots 9:30 am - noon Q.C.C.
- Isle Sing 3-4:30 pm Q.C.C. upstairs, use South entrance
- Prayer Meeting, 7:00pm at Quadra Island Bible Church
- 7-9:30 PM: Life drawing sessions at Firesign Studio 285-3390

- All day Life Drawing with Model, one pose
10 am - 4 pm, call Nanci 285-3390

Firesign Studio

- Banff Mountain Film Festival			
7pm

Q.C.C.

• Every Friday - Free Pool, Darts and Shuffleboard at the Legion 4 pm to 1am
• Every Saturday - Legion Meat Draw 5:00pm to 6:30pm
• Every Sunday ‑ Sunday Service QI United Church 10:30
- Family Worship Service 10:30am Quadra Island Bible Church
- Buddhist Meditation 10:00 am Upper Realm
- Sunday Celebration, Centre for Positive Living - 900 Alder St. C.R. 10:20 - 11:20 am
• 1st and 3rd Wednesday - Food Bank 1-2 Community Centre
• 3rd Sunday of Month - Raw Food Pot Luck 5 - 7pm 285-3827
• Last Saturday - Bonus $50 cash draw or gift certificate. Quadra Legion 6:30 pm

Next Deadline: Monday, November 19th 2007
Island Calendar is a list of on island events. Please submit separately for the Island Calendar
and News & Events or indicate in your submission if you would like your event placed in both.
Following the text order exactly as above for email submissions is appreciated (month, date, day,
title, place and time), use the title as your email subject. Current advertisers welcome to submit
events but not-for-profit items will be given priority. Thank you.

Friday November 23
- Christmas Craft Fair				
4-9 pm

Q.C.C.
Campbell River Tidemark

Sunday, November 25
- Geshe YongDong on “Insight Meditation”
11 am

Upper Realm, Q. Cove

Wednesday, November 28
-Free Money distribution
11:30 to Noon (before community lunch)

Board Room, Q.C.C.

Friday, November 30
- Christmas in the Cove at Participating Cove Retailers until 9pm
- Friday Flicks - The Italian. 			
Doors open 7:30 pm Show 7:45 pm

Q.C.C.

Month of DECEMBER Firesign Christmas Gallery Show & Sale. Opening
reception Dec 1 & 2 10- AM-4 PM. 730 Smiths Road, call Nanci for a Perrin
Sparks portrait 285-3390
Saturday, December 15
- Book Launch/Signing - Philip Stone ‘Coastal Hikes’
Time to be announced

Book Bonanza

Island Calendar online: w w w. d i s c ove r y i s l a n d s . c a / n e w s

Jane West enjoying some winter
paddling. Photo; Philip Stone
www.discoveryislander.ca
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Say your piece: eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

Published bi-weekly and distributed free throughout
the Discovery Islands by:

Discovery Islands media & publishing
PO Box 280 Quathiaski Cove,
B.C. V0P 1N0
Tel.: 250 285-2234 Fax: 250 285-2236
701 Cape Mudge Rd.
Office hours: Mon-Thurs 10-4pm
email: news@discoveryislands.ca

Filed with the DI
The Hon. Kevin Falcon:
I present to you a “ Tale of Two Public
Transport Systems”; see if you can spot the
differences.

Publisher/Editor: Philip Stone

System A: Covers a distance of about 200 km.
System B covers a distance of about 2 km.

Staff Reporter: Tanya Storr
Printing: Castle Printing 285-3695

A: Round trip toll for a family (2 adults, 3
teenagers); $20. B: Round trip toll for a family;
$51 off season, much higher in the summer.

© Discovery Islander 2007 All Rights Reserved

A: Optional routes; there are at least 2 free
optional routes B: No options unless you count
extremely expensive water taxis or swimmming.

Opinions expressed in this magazine are those
of the contributors and do not represent the
views of the publisher.
Agreement # 1408585

Printed on recycled paper

Discovery Islands

Media

and

Publishing

Subscriptions available
$30.00* for 6 months
$50.00* for 12 months (* includes GST)
Call 250 285-2234 for details

Submission Guidelines
Items for publication are welcomed on subjects
of interest to the Discovery Islands community.
Please help us by following these guidelines:
• Please print handwritten material clearly.
• Electronic items sent by email & must be saved
as Word or rtf formats. Please spell check in
Canadian English. Sorry no floppies.
• No MS Publisher, WordPerfect files or graphics in
Word files please. Send imported graphics separately.
• Please use the title of the item as email subject
& send multiple items in separate emails.
• Please don’t send original irreplaceable
material, make a trip to a copier first!!
• Please remember to caption & credit photos
and artwork. Don’t write on the back of photos
use labels or Postits™.
While every effort is made to include all items
submitted, errors and accidental omissions do occur
and the Discovery Islander should be only one part
of your publicity efforts.

Next Deadline

A: Toll increases ; virtually none. One increase
totalling $4 per roundtrip almost 20 years ago.
Tolls may even be eliminated in the future.
B : Toll increases; relentless. An average
increase of 64% since 2003. Will likely total over
100% by 2011.
A : Ownership : transparent. Owned by
the Province and maintained and operated
t h e M i n i s t r y o f Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d
Hig hways(MoTH). When the g overnment
contemplated privatizing the route, the local
electorate turned out en masse to protest. To
their credit, the government wisely dropped
this move.
B: Ownership; byzantine. A complex shell game
that seems to leave no one accountable or looking
after the public interest. Public protests or
complaints are met with deaf ears, ignored or
deflected by “not my department” or some such
phrase.
As you might have guessed, A is the Coquihalla
highway while B is the Quadra Island highway a.
ka . B C Ferries. As ferr y users, all we are
asking for is equitable treatment as users of
public transport, as compared with other such
users. The wise parent recognizes the differences
in their children and does not treat them
identically, but equitably. We are not asking for
the free ferries that our interior siblings receive.
But we do want equitable treatment. Therefore,
BC Ferries should be operated by MoTH or at
least returned to Crown Corporation status. And
the public interest must be at the forefront of its
operation. I await your response.

Subject: Concerns re:
Regional District Split
Dear Premier Gordon Campbell
& Minister Ida Chong,
Please do not separate the Comox-Strathcona
Regional District. There has been no consultation
regarding the split, and no public discussion prior
to the letter of July 13/07. If our regional district is
divided without thorough cost/benefit analysis by
an independent expert, I am concerned that higher
short-term & long- term costs will result due to
duplication of services.
I believe that creating two separate governing
bodies will only waste time, energy, and money.
Ultimately leaving the rural less densely populated
northern district & islands with reduced services and
increased taxes.
Right now Cortes Island needs many things
including:
- A Revised Official Community Plan (OCP)
- Affordable Ferry Service
- Our First High School
- Senior Housing Options
- Fully Equipped Emergency Room at our Medical
Centre
- Sustainable Community Forests versus Clear-cuts
- Zoning Protecting Public Beaches from Industrialized
Geoduck Farms
- Marine Reser ves to protect Fisheries &
Environment
- Pump-out Station for Tourist Boat Sewage
- Road Repairs
- and much more.
The last thing we need is an expensive, all
consuming, long-drawn out negotiation, that delivers
NO tangibles benefit to tax payers. Please keep the
Comox-Strathcona Regional District intact. As
residents of Cortes Island we request that you invest
our tax dollars wisely in services, infrastructure, and
support of real projects.
Sincerely,
Philip & Sandra Wood
Cortes Island, BC

Sincerely;
David Alger
Quadra Island, BC

7 pm. Monday, December 3rd
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Editor, Discovery Islander

Re: “Taxes and TFL’s”
The letter, under the signature of M. Gouge,
in issue # 408, concerning our upcoming property
tax assessments for the 2008 year raises interesting
questions. Mr. Gouge suggests that three things will
be at work in these new assessments that will likely
result in very substantial increses for homeowners
on Quadra: First, a “catch up” by the Assessment
Authority (“AABC”), which has fallen behind the
development of properties on Quadra; Second, to
catch up with the prices obtained in sales on Quadra
in the recent real estate “boom”; and Third, to fund
the capital needs of the new Regional District of
Strathcona.
We all suffered the curious visitations of staff of the
Courtenay office of the AABC over the late spring and
summer. They usually had bruises on their lower jaws,
from constant contact with the ground. But I digress:
there are some things about the property assessment
and taxation process in BC that your readers should be
aware of, and I would like to briefly outline those.  
The process of assessment is circumscribed by
the very extensive provisions of the Assessment Act,
and regulations made pursuant to it. Readers can
find those online at <http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/
statreg>www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg; an alphabet will
come up; click on A. When the “A” statute listing
comes up, scroll down to “Assessment Act” and click
on those words. That will bring up the Act itself,
starting with the index, and continuing for 50 pages
of purple prose. The assessment done under this Act is
the starting point for the tax bill we receive each June
for our homes from the province.
Essentially, the Act sets up a scheme whereby
the assessment of residential properties is exclusively
market-driven, each year. In each year, the AABC
is obliged (the word constantly used is “must” meaning “fail not”) each year to derive, from Land
Title Office records, an assessment list with a value
for land and improvemetns for every property
within each municipality, regional district, or rural
area area. Section 18(2) of that Act says that the value
is the “actual value” of each property, which is defined
at the beginning of the Act as the “market value”
which, pursuant to section 3(4) is derived from market
values recorded by the provincial land titling system
as at November 30 in the year in which that list is
prepared - that is recorded sale values for that property,
or other comparable properties in the same assessment
area.  That means that every year, the AABC staff
have to derive values for your land and improvements
based on sales data; usually not so convenient as a sale
within that year of your home. So the process involves
the conscious choice of what the AABC staff think
are sales of properties comparable to yours. Last year,
to highlight how crude this analysis can be, one of
the comprables for our little half-acre, 1500 square
foot single family dwelling on Noble Road used the

sale of a 100 acre farm on the south end of the Island.
Oh. I neglected to remind readers that you can view
the comparables - usually three - that the AABC used
to derive your market value during the six weeks or two
months after you get your assessment, on the AABC
website; you need your Assessment Rolll number,
which is at the top, centre, of the assessment notice
you will receive in early-to-mid January, 2008.     
The Act attempts to make that comparision more
focused: Section 14(3) of the Act sets out 8 criteria
that the staff of the AABC can have regard to in
making their jump from recently-sold properties to the
evaluation of your home. The recent blitz by AABC
staff suggests, however, as Mr. Gouge suggests, that
a catch-up is in process, and your readers would be
well-advised to keep some things in mind;
First, a “catch up” is not a right given to the AABC
by the Assessment Act; indeed, they are obliged, each
year, to get current with market values, and reflect
those in your assessment. What their website showed
as our little patch of heaven, for example, showed it
as it was in about 1978. The house has been as it now
is for over ten yars, during which time the assessments
have climbed steadily. Why we don’t know. They
aren’t requied to specify which of those section 14(3)
criteria they used.
Second, while there may have been a hyper market
on Quadra for the last 18 months, that is no longer
on. Prices are being reduced to sell, or properties are
being removed from the market, and lag times between
listing and sale (if at all) are extending. What our
little patch of heaven may have obtained last fall is
not likely now.

When the appeal hearing takes place, the typical
forst question from the chairperson of your panel after
you have finished your presentation will be: “Would
you sell it for the assessed value?” Kind of like “Have
you stopped beating your wife yet?” But this coming
season the answer most often would be “I wish! Make
me an offer!!”
And last: Mr Gouge suggests that we are also
going to get dinged in these assessments for the
infrastructural (capital) and soft (human) costs of
setting up our new regional district. I am afraid I
disagree. The government - specifically the Minister
- decided to split the RD of Comox-Strathcona into
two parts - and they will have to fund both the capital
costs (land, buildings, equipment, furniture and etc) as
well as the initial staffing costs for our shiny new local
government. In 2009, our taxes will start to provide
for the operating costs of that regional district, as
they have for the RDCS since the early 70’s. And, in
the nature of taxes, they will only go one way from
then on: up.   
Best regards,
John F. Grant

Links to tides & marine weather
and much, much more...

www.quadraisland.ca

Third, the AABC is not proof from criticism; the
assessments can be appealed, and relatively easily so.
The Act sets up a scheme for appeals; the first appeal, to
an Assessment Review Panel (“ARP”), (which usually
sits in Campbell River,  must be by way of a complaint
about the assessement filed with the Courtenay
AABC office NO LATER THAN JANUARY 31,
2008. It must, by section 33(3) of the Act, address all
of the matters listed under subsections (a)-(f ) in that
section. It is not enough to just say “It’s too damn
high!” You need to look at the AABC website, and
read section 32 before you prepare your complaint.
The ARP is made up of local citizens whio are
appointed by the Minister to be the front-line appeals
body fro assessment appeals. They are not exepts in any
sense in valuation of land and improvements. There
jurisdiction to deal with complaints is is described in
section 38ff of the Act. They must finish their list of
complaint hearings by the 16th of March. An appeal
can be taken from their decision to the Assessment
Appeal Board, but that is rarified country, and I am
not going to deal with it here. Once the roll is settled,
it goes to the local government - the Provincial
government in our case - for the tax bills to be
determined and sent out to us. You will see on your
tax bill the breakdown of where, and how much of that
money goes out when you pay your taxes.

Articles, letters and artwork are all welcome for publication in ‘Island Forum’
Opinions & endorsements expressed herein are those of the contributors and do not represent the views of the publisher.
If you would like to see an alternative point of view represented submit something yourself. We reserve the right to edit for space and content.

Next deadline 7pm December 3rd
www.discoveryislander.ca
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Editor, DI
Re. item Wolves, Cougars And Bears
of Quadra Island and their OCP
November 9/07 page 5.
Thank you for printing this item.
However, it was done so without
attribution. My ego is wounded.
Getting something printed by the DI is
so rare now that there is now an APB on
my whereabouts. Seriously, there are a
number of players in Sierra Quadra who
need to know that I have not rolled over
and acquiesed to their presumption of
being the only authoritative source of
green perspectives. For every ten SQ
letters that get printed, I would like
to see at least one that questions the
concept of growth management.
The DI is the only guarantor
of democracy on Quadra. When one
political party commands 60% of the
vote, and places its key members in
control of Sierra Quadra and the Hall,
ensuring that people like myself cannot
even distribute leaflets at meetings
that question the party line, only the
community newspaper and the bulletin
boards are available to challenge their
falsehoods.
The political spectrum does not
consist only of the big bad corporations
and their parliamentary lackeys,
the Liberals/Conservatives, on the
one hand, and the shining white knights
of the NDP and the Sierra Club on
the other hand. There are people in
between, who are in fact more left-wing
than the phoney left and more deep
green than the shallow establishment
greens. We may be few, but we need
to get our two bits worth in there to
make the 60% know that they haven’t
fooled everyone.
Sincerely
Tim Murray

Dear Premier Campbell,
Re: Comox Strathcona
Regional District split
I am exasperated by this
government’s decision to split
the Comox-Strathcona Regional
District in two and that this
decision was made without local
consultation and due process.
What has happened to democracy
in this province?
Since the information on costs
of this experiment is not being
released, I assume it is incredibly
expensive and will use money
that could have seen better use
elsewhere.
The report by Meyers Norris
Penny posted on the CSRD website,
discusses creating a corporation to
administer some of the services
currently administered by the
CSRD. This must not be allowed
to happen. We do not need another
level of bureaucracy. At present the
shared services such as solid waste
management are cost efficient and
functional so why should they be
changed? This split would impose
an unnecessary extra tax burden on
all residents of this area - something
that will be remembered at election
time.
Please stop this ill-conceived
plan before it is too late.
Thank you for your attention.
Sincerely,
Joan Sell.

Correction
...to report from Quadra Emergency Social Services, in last issue of DI. .
Quadra Island does have access to Pharmacy Services in the event of a local disaster.
In March of this year, Colleen Hogg, of People’s Drug Mart signed a resource
contact with local Provincial Emergency Plan ( PEP) ESS group to provide
Pharmacy Services to QI residents affected by disaster. Her pharmacy will be able to
access information and dispense a few days supply of critical medications to persons
losing own supply during a local emergency requiring evacuation or relocation..
There is no 24 hour pharmacy in Campbell River at this time.
It is recommended that as part of preparation for disaster, we all keep a list of
current medications in our wallet or purse. To assist residents to do this Colleen
is working at methods to provide clients with a printed card containing health
and medication information .
Please watch for further information on this and other local initiatives in
Emergency Planning in future issues of DI.
Judy Hagen, Eileen McKay, Keely Assu, Betty Doak and Colleen Hogg
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When It Comes to Government,
Less is More

I am against the division of the
regional district. Such a plan will
simply yield more bureaucracy and
more expense. Worse, it is divisive to
the community. Don‚t do it.

It is easy to ignore my opinion.
Government knows how to do that
well. It will be said that I don‚t know all
the facts. And I don‚t. But I do know
government and I do know bureaucrats.
And neither is to be trusted in any kind of
co-called citizen participation process.
Neither is to be trusted when it comes
to spending, managing, democracy
or even being civil in their supposed
servitude. Essentially government is
more self-serving and extortionist than
it is helpful (Jim Abram and a slight few
excepted). „Pay up or your property
and your life will be harassed until you
do!‰ It‚s just a shade more subtle than
feudalism but the results are the same:
they are parasites and they survive by
consuming their host.
It‚s not entirely the fault of the
people we see on the front lines ˆ
like the district planners or the ferry
corporation staff. Your basic bureaucrat
is usually just a dupe trying to do a job
only a small part of which they have
any control over. They may be believers
in the system or simply dependant
on their annual salary ˆ makes no
difference ˆ they do as they are told.
They milk the cow (you) and keep a
bit for themselves. In harsh terms, they
sold their conscience, their souls, their
thinking and their independence for a
salary and a pension. It‚s hard to blame
them but their talents have been bought
by the dark side.
We all know how it works. Some
political idea or scheme is floated in
the back rooms of government and the
staff and consultants are instructed to
Œsupport‚ the idea with information
and facts. Of course, the staff and
consultants are smart enough to use
selective Œsupporting‚ information
and they ignore or diminish that which
is in contradiction. They have to.
The top bureaucrats (assistant deputy
ministers) tell them to. And, in this
way, they build a case for implementing
a plan or initiative. Then they try to sell
it to you because you, the citizen, have
to pay for it.
During these public debacles we
find ourselves being Œout-talked‚. We
don‚t have the same arsenal of facts as
they do. We aren‚t organized and no

one is paying a dozen of us $60 ˆ 80K
a year to counter them. And they just
keep coming at you - time after time
after time. It is relentless. We are
expected to go through a token gesture
of participation on their agenda, at their
schedule, on their terms, without staff
to do the research and to then roll over
and pay for it all.
And pay we do. Canadians always
pay. They rarely if ever refuse Queen
and country. We are afraid of and/or
are unable to resist government. We
bleat in unison and are bled dry until
slaughter. We‚ve been a docile herd
a very long time. It is our defining
character and government knows it. So
do Crown Corporations.
The citizen always loses and it is
because of that we are collectively apathetic
on just about everything. We are tired of
losing and at this point we are just plain
exhausted. We know that one more
blood-sucking government act won‚t kill
us but we also know that we have lost the
will to resist and we just hope they don‚t
tap too deep the next time.
But, just so you know: I was taxed
and harassed more than my father.
He was taxed and harassed more than
his. And my son and daughter will be
taxed and harassed more than me. Big
brother has been getting bigger every
generation. Greed will do that.
Like the camel with too heavy
a load, we are carrying too much
government burden already. It really
is killing us.
And more and more people are
succumbing. The cities grow and
the rural lifestyle shrinks. This is ˆ in
part - because our tax base shrinks
while our tax bill and cost of living
increases. Dividing the district into two
bureaucracies ˆ though just another step
in government‚s march - promises more
of the same.
Government decision makers don‚t
care about country dwellers. We are not
influential in their world. Urban people
have already surrendered en masse and
they have accepted that government is
and will continue to intrude in their life
more and more. They are dead people
voting. Their spineless supplication
only encourages the bastards.
And that is what they want from us.
I suggest we resist.
Sincerely,
J. David Cox
www.discoveryislander.ca

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Now that the dust has settled and most folks
seem o.k. with the final outcome of the Official
Community Plan results, it’s now time to appreciate
what a wonderful and unique place Quadra Island
is. Quadra is unique. In most of the world. Soup
kitchens and gourmet food are separate and distinct
affairs. Not on Quadra Island. Just take a look at the
dessert table at the Community Lunch or the three
fold choice of soups!
In much of the world, money is the measure of all
things and it’s certainly not free. Not so on Quadra
where money is free for those in need. If something
is free, like the air we breath, it usually doesn’t become
the measure of all things. (See Free Money article in
this issue.) In most community centres, there is a paid
staff to open up & lock up & set up & tear down for
community activities.
Here on Quadra, we have a mutually trustful selfregulating proccess in place for night-time functions.
Folks set up their own chairs and put them away, etc.
In most of the world, keeping people warm is always
a profitable business for oil and electricity companies.
Here on Quadra fire wood is free by appointment.
(See Free Wood article in this issue) In North
America, non-hollywood movies are hard to find.
Quadra Island has Friday Flicks. In the developed
world, live music & entertainment has tickets going
for $40 to $200 a show. Here on Quadra its $20
dollars or less. Sometimes there’s a family rate; thanks
to our local Quadra Cultural Committee.
In most of the world, a near-by nice long walk in
the woods is hard to find. Not on Quadra, thanks to
the Trails Committee. In most places, there’s only one
governmental currency, but on Salt Spring Island and
Quadra Island, there is a local currency. Most of the
world has large neon signs advertising things nobody
needs. On Quadra, there is not a single large neon sign.
There’s even a policy that encourages less surface light
so we can see the stars. In most towns & cities, there
are stores that display both soft and hard core porn
on the shelves of their magazine racks for everyone,
including our children, to view. It doesn’t happen on
Quadra, thanks to our local store owners.
And how many shopping centres the size of Q.
Cove have 4 locations to buy new and used books
like we do. Of course, there’s a few downers too. In
most of the world, you can come home from work
without paying a $14.50 toll at the ferry gate. But
it we work together we can ge the ferries back in the
public sector and lower the rates. So Quadra is unique
in many ways and that’s mainly good. What do you
think? Should we join the rest of the world with neon
lights & public porn displays & $100 concert tickets
where hardly anything is free. Or should we continue
with our unofficial community plan and ways of being
with each other in community, like the community
lunch, free money, Friday Flicks, free wood, etc) Your
comments on this letter are welcome.
Steve Moore
www.discoveryislander.ca

What’s in the Cards
BC Ferries Will Deal?
by John Sprungman, Chair,
Ferry Advisory Committee

W

hen BC Ferries’ “cash cards” replace paper
ticket books sometime next year, how will
they work?
Rob Clarke, Chief Financial Officer of BC Ferries,
will explain the plan when the FAC meets from noon
to 3:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 30th at the Quadra Island
Community Centre.
The card system will significantly change the way we
pre-pay fares and how much we have to put up front and
will create new options for using those dollars.
Instead of buying a specific number of trips, as we
do with the paper tickets, the cards will be linked to
an account which will have a cash balance which will
be debited when we pay the fares for each trip.
In order to get the “prepaid ticket prices,” a ferry
user will have to have a card. This means that most of
us will be very interested in the details of how the cards
will work. If you can’t attend the FAC meeting, I will
do my best to report what we hear in the next issue.

How Did They Get
Away With That?
Representatives of almost all of the 12 FACs on
the BC coast met last week in Nanaimo with CFO
Rob Clarke and Ferry Commissioner Martin Crilly
to discuss the November 1 fare increases.
It turns out that BC Ferries does have the option
of increasing fares above the price cap for a particular
period of time, but if those increases result in revenue
that exceeds the price cap, using a complex formula
the Commission has created, then fares will have to
be rolled back in subsequent periods.
Most of us thought the limit for Nov. 1st was 4.4%,
but the cash fares increases were higher than that, and
the ticket book increases were almost double.
It seems like every time we delve deeper into how
BC Ferry Services Inc. actually works, we discover
something new. What is no surprise is that BC Ferries
will try to get every cent of revenue the Coastal Ferry
Act and the Commissioner allows it to collect.

What Are They Going
To Build in Q. Cove?
Plans for the terminal building in Quathiaski Cove
will be available at next week’s FAC meeting. Terminal
management staff will be on hand to explain what they
intend to build, where it will be situated, what it will
cost and when it will be built. Terminal improvements
are a shared expense across the 16 ferries in the minor
route group.
Discovery Islander #409 November 23rd, 2007 7

Area J Regional Director’s Report
November 23, 2007

I

have a number of very important issues to
update you on in this issue and I hope that
you will bear with me since some will be a
bit lengthy.
It has been an incredibly busy time, these last few
months, and everything has started to come together
all at once. What else is new, eh? So here we go!

Lucky Jim Mine Heritage Site
More than a year and a half ago, I was contacted
by the Ministry of Energy and Mines to let me know
that they were about to fill in the two mine shafts at
the Lucky Jim mine site for safety and liability reasons.
After considerable discussion with the Ministry, and
my insistence that filling was not the preferred option,
they agreed to give me time to try and come up with an
alternative solution to the problem. My vision was to
safely cover the shafts with steel grating so that people
could still look down into the mine shafts and view a
previously real live working gold mine, while ensuring
that no one could be injured.
The Lucky Jim mine is one of Quadra Island’s
treasured bits of history that I felt could not be erased
all that easily with a few truck loads of fill. I proceeded
down the long bureaucratic road to try and find a way
to preserve the site for all to enjoy and learn from. I
had no idea what I was getting into! Long story short,
after a year and a half of dealing with three ministries,
the Regional District (RD), the person holding the
mining claim and countless meetings, emails and
phone calls, things started to come together. With
the support of the Ministry of Tourism, Sports and
the Arts (Charlie Cornfield) and the Ministry of
Forests and Range (Rory Annett), I was able to get
funding and the needed permissions to transfer one
acre of Provincial Forest into a heritage designation.
Both ministries were also gracious enough to donate
the funds to buy the steel materials necessary to make
the structures safe yet viewable. They also delivered it
to the site! I convinced the RD to fund the fees for
the engineered drawings required by the ministries in
order to have the project proceed. I also committed
at that time to put together the volunteer work team.
And that I did! Through my reports in the Discovery
Islander, I was able to ask people to put their names
forward to help out on the project. I got really
good response and we ended up with nine workers,
including myself and many others who donated tools
or materials.
We started rounding up of materials and tools and
visited the site on November 3rd to assess the work
that needed to be done and who would do what.
On last Saturday, Nov. 17th, in the pouring rain, we
started to dig holes, install forms and pour concrete.
The cutting and welding of the beams and gratings
also got off to a good start. We returned to the site
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on Sunday, Nov. 18th and pretty much finished shaft
number one and got a good start on shaft number
two. We will return to the site on Sunday, Nov. 25th
to, hopefully, finish the job. Then we will need to get
some signs made up and some refuse from years gone
by, cleaned up. At that point we will have a world class
tourist destination and heritage site and something for
all of us to be proud of.

Please read the following
I would like to thank the following volunteer
workers for all of their efforts and for working out
in the freezing cold, getting sopping wet and filthy
dirty. Our ever lovin’ Doug Peters on excavator,
digging footings and moving 800 pound pieces of
grating from place to place for us in addition to laser
levelling of footings on day two; David Neville, welder
extraordinaire, cutting and welding beams and grating
and generally keeping everyone in good spirits; Bill
Crighton, our carpenter lead hand, laying out footings
and making sure everything was on the level!; Jim
Roberts, the man with the cement mixer who managed
to keep up with all of the rest of us in pouring of
footings and as Bill’s right hand man in form layout;
Allen Perkins, for picking up truck and van loads of
material and for helping at every stage of the process,
including wheelbarrow driver with a mission; John
Schmitt for his indispensable generator, strong back,
chain saw work, pouring of concrete and other tasks;
Hugh Ross for his shovel operator expertise, helping
hand in drilling holes in rock bluffs and barrels of water
for concrete work; Greg Ross for his unstoppable
loppers and the sensitive clearing he did in and around
the site making it so much nicer to view (not to
mention to walk through!); Murray Johnson for his
engineered drawings and his invaluable advice on and
off site and the loan of a transit and securing of other
donations of materials; Keenan Sjoholm, David’s new
apprentice welder, for honing his skills as a welder on
our wonderful project; Judy Dunn for her excellent
chilli and home made soup, bread, desserts, coffee
and tea for lunch on both days and hot apple cider
and granola bars at snack time and for allowing such a
motley crew of sopping wet and dirty workers to enter
her home!; Wendy Abram for allowing me to take part
in this great exercise, doing my part by bending all of
the rebar for the footings and drilling the holes in the
rock bluffs for mounting beams (along with John and
Hugh) and for coordination and supervision; Barry
Hatelt of Quadra Builders for a whole pile of essential
materials that we could not have done without; John
Toelle for the loan of the monster Hilti drill used for
rock drilling; Murray Abercrombe for donation of
metal and labour and other supplies; Emcon Services
for the gravel mixture for concrete; Richard Swanson
for donation of materials; Ross McPhee for trying
to donate materials and Ken Dinnes for late night
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delivery of forgotten tools. If I have missed anyone, I
am truly sorry, but it is getting late and I cannot think
of anyone else at the moment.
As one can see, this has truly been a community
effort and it was a real pleasure to have initiated it,
worked side by side with all of these great folks and
to see this valuable treasure preserved for future
generations to enjoy.
The work party; From left to right, standing, Jim
Abram, Regional Director, Bill Crighton, Jim Roberts,
Doug Peters, Hugh Ross; kneeling, John Schmitt,
Allen Perkins, David Neville

The Official Community Plan
(OCP)
Well folks, we did it! We managed to go through
a year of intensive work, deal with intense emotions,
sit through tense meetings and even get through two
public hearings and we still managed to come up
with a revised plan that most could live with! I am
impressed. I remember telling a group of people half
way through the process when they started to worry
that it was going sideways, that they must trust in the
process to get us to where we wanted to be and to
not jump too far ahead of the process in their worries
about the details. We persevered and it worked. By the
time you read this, the OCP will have received third
reading at the RD board meeting, and I am proud to
say that “we did it!”
Now we can get on to the exciting things that the
new OCP supports: the “village concept”; cluster
housing for various age groups; “green designs”; all
concerns expressed around water and many other
exciting issues. We now have a few new tools at out
disposal and we can now harness some of the positive
energy in the community to work with our island
landowners to make good things happen for Quadra
Islanders. I am truly looking forward to it! More to
follow.

Emergency Social Services (ESS)
reception centre exercise
I had he pleasure of attending this event at the
Community Centre on Sunday, November 4th. What
an incredible group of dedicated volunteers we have
on this island! The organizers, led by Judy Hagen and
Eileen Mackay, put on a mock event to show our island
residents what would be available to them should we
experience a real emergency event. It was incredible!
They have more then 60 people signed up that have
taken courses to learn how to deal with all of the
different aspects of an emergency. It was a very good
feeling for me as your Director to know that I have
www.discoveryislander.ca

such a team behind me, since I have the
unenviable task of actually declaring the
emergency when necessary. I hope that
everyone will prepare yourselves at your
own homes and will contact people like
Judy Hagen to offer your volunteer
help if you are able to do so. We must
be prepared for any possibility in our
changing environment.
My sincerest congratulations to all of
the selfless volunteers that have spent so
much of their time and energy and some
of their own money to help the rest of
us in the event of an emergency.

The Regional District
split - THE COSTS!
I would like to thank all of you that
have written to the addresses I published
in my last report and ask those that have
not done so to please take the time and
write a short note. Please refer to last
issue of the DI for details.
I just wanted to add a quick note
about the costs of splitting the RD that I
cannot speak about yet, since the Board
has chosen to not release them for the
public to view.
However, the one page of the report
that was not released was obtained by
the Comox Valley media and printed in
the Comox Valley Record on November
16th. Go to their web site http://
comoxvalleyrecord.com/ for a very
interesting read on how this ridiculous
political maneuver will impact you
personally.
I did an hour interview with CRTV
on Friday, Nov. 16th along with Director
Brenda Leigh on this very topic. It will
air all week for those of you that get the
channel. Enough said!

www.discoveryislander.ca
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by Jim Abram

Advertising Information

Now Available.

Miscellaneous
On November 3rd, I attended
a very well attended meeting with
o ur M L A Cl a ire Tre vena a n d
ML A Gar y Coons (the Ferries
Critic) at the Community Centre.
It w a s a g o o d m e e ti n g w h e r e
inf o rmati o n wa s g i ven to th e
two MLA’s on how the BC Ferry
S er vi c e s a c ti o ns a re e f f e c ting
us as islanders. There was a
se cond me eting that same day
on Cortes. Out of it will come
some possible ways to deal with
th e Ferr y s er vi c e i n l a ng ua g e
that they can understand, such
as a business case showing the
negative impacts on our islands.
On November 19th I attended
a meeting of the Quadra Circle to
discuss the preliminary findings
o f th e h o u s i n g q u e s ti o nna i r e
that is b eing compile d at this
time. There seems to be an
overwhelming support for various
types of seniors housing and
various levels of care. I committed
to doing all that I can to help out
as needed.

North Islander
Special from...

85*

$

DOWNTOWN CAMPBELL RIVER
   s    

Fanny Bay
North

Restaurant - Lounge - Spa

www.coasthotels.com

And I am going to stop there.
Feel free to call me between the
hours of 8:30 am and 7:00 pm,
Monday through Friday (not on
weekends, folks!) at 285-3355,
or you can fax me at 285-3533
or you can email me anytime at
abramfam@oberon.ark.com , or
by mail at Box 278 in the Cove,
V0P 1N0... Lots of choices!
Respectfully submitted,
Jim Abram
D i re c t o r, D i s c o ver y Is l a n d s Mainland Inlets (Area J), CSRD
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Area I Regional Director’s Report
by Jenny Hiebert

November 23, 2007

J

ust about two weeks has passed since the first
major wind storm of the season parked itself
over Campbell River, Quadra, Cortes, Lund
and the Comox Valley. I’ve experienced a lot of storms
in the 30+ years I’ve lived on Cortes; however, the
wind had a particular sound - a low rumble rather like
the sound of a locomotive - which I had never heard
before. Waking Monday morning, I was greeted by
spaghetti-like hydro lines and immediately figured we
would be without power for 4-5 days. Service was
restored to my neighborhood early Friday afternoon
and life returned to normal, once again.
This powerful, destructive storm was most
disruptive to islander’s way of life. A different sort
of storm has been brewing since July, which has the
same inherent qualities. The storm of which I speak
is the provincial government’s dictated division of the
Comox Strathcona Regional District (CSRD).

Comox-Strathcona Regional
District Division
By now everyone should know that in
July the provincial government dictated the CSRD
be divided by December 31. This was done with
no consultation with locally elected representatives
or taxpayers. Minister Chong identified five
directives the new Comox Valley Regional District
is to address. All of these could easily take place
under the auspices of the CSRD. The division
is an unprecedented action—never before has a
regional district been divided—and only now are
the costs associated with the division coming to light.
Myers Norris Penny (MNP) was commissioned
to examine how the regional services delivered by
the CSRD might be divided. The report clearly
stated that the CSRD delivers services in a cost
efficient, collaborative manner. MNP, in an effort
to minimize the “unavoidable costs” division would
require, recommended a corporate service board
be established for some services. This corporation
would be insulated from elected representatives and
taxpayers. I have yet to hear of anyone in support
of corporate services board however, if the identified

services are divided so that each new regional district
administers each service separately; the “unavoidable
costs” will skyrocket. And please keep in mind, folks,
separation of services is the only aspect of division
that has been analyzed thus far. We’ve only just
begun to get an idea of the real costs associated with
division. And I must point out that the provincial
government did not investigate any other option
to address the governance issues it seems to feel the
CSRD is facing.
I recognize it can be a bit tough for residents to
get their heads wrapped around a complex issue like
this, BUT the dictated division of the CSRD will
have all the destructiveness of a powerful winter
storm. The key difference is it will take years, not
days, for rural areas to recover from the disruption
to governance and the associated unavoidable costs.
Letters opposing the division of the CSRD are being
written daily. If you have not written a letter yet,
please give some time to this issue—today.

Now, moving to more positive
initiatives…………………….

Beach Access Update
Development of beach access trails continues
to move forward. As mentioned in earlier reports,
Hayes Road is complete except for signage. The
design for the Moon Road trail has been completed
and construction is well underway. However, the
advent of the rainy season may create additional
challenges for the final beach approach, which is steep
and wet, even during the dry season. Ryan Harvey is
the person doing the actual trail development. He
works closely with the CSRD Park Staff to ensure
the trails meet necessary standards that will be ensure
safety and longevity.
Design work continues on the Seascape beach
access. The steepness of the trail creates additional
challenges in developing a safe, long lasting trail
that won’t be subject to erosion from run off. The
knowledge gained at this site will be utilized in the
development of the Gnat Road trail in the Squirrel
Cove area.
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I understand ever yone is anxious to have
their neighborhood trail developed, however,
limited resources, both financial and time, as
well as the weather, affect the development
s c h e du l e . Pro g re ss i s ong o ing an d wi l l
continue into 2008. Please be mindful that
any unauthorized trail development on either
the S eascape or Gnat beach accesses may
result in the loss of tenure. Patience with
the ongoing process is most appreciated.

Skate Park Vault Toilet
The concept of installing a toilet facility
at the Skate Park surfaced over a year ago.
After many interesting twists and turns, I
am please to announce that a sing le vault
toilet (outhouse), which will be wheelchair
ac c essib le, wil l b e insta l le d at the Skate
Board Park in the near future. The original
g oa l wa s to have something in place la st
Ma y ( p r i o r t o t o ur i s t s e a s o n ) h o w e v e r,
m o re ti m e wa s n e e d e d t o f i n d a m o d e l ,
which met CSRD standards and remained
within the budget. This facility will address
the concerns associated with the lack of a
toilet facility not only at the skate park but
the Manson’s Landing downtown area , as
well. The CSRD Park Staff have worked
closely with the executive of the Southern
Cortes Community Association (SCCA) to
find a workable solution to this particular
community challenge.
Feel free to contact me about these or any
other concerns at 935-6488 Monday through
Friday 9:00 am to 4 pm. (No early morning ,
late night or weekend calls, please.) If you
get the answering machine tr y my cell phone
-- 202-6488. You can also email me anytime
at brijen@oberon.ark.com.
Respectfully Submitted by
Jenny Hiebert
—Regional Director

www.discoveryislander.ca

News and Events
Submit your event: eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

Money
Island Voices Free
Free Money distribution will

J o i n I s l a n d Vo i c e s
Chamber Choir on SUNDAY
DECEMBER 2 as CBC radio
presents Dickens’ “A Christmas
Carol”, read by honoured CBC
guest, Jo-Ann Roberts, with
special local readers, at 2:30 pm,
Sunday December 2 at Campbell
River United Church. Tickets
are at the Campbell River Visitor
Info Centre. All proceeds go to
the Campbell River Hospice
Foundation who will be hosting
a reception after the concert.
For more information, call
Anne at 287-4236.

Free Wood

Free Wood is no longer available.
With very little advertising, the demand
has been surprisingly high. So far three
single moms and three elders on fixed
income have been served.

take place from 11:30 a.m. to Noon
(just before the community lunch)
on Wednesday, November 28, 2007
in the small board room at the
Quadra Community Centre.

You’re
Invited
...to the 5th annual Christmas
in the Cove Friday November
30th 2007. Come down and
enjoy some holiday cheer, raffles,
treats, sales and specials. Hosted
by your Q Cove merchants.
Please note individual store
hours and specials apply! Thank
You for supporting your local
retailers!

Quadra Legion
Quadra Legion Lounge open
Friday and Saturday at 4:00pm.
Complimentary pool tables, darts
and shuffleboard. Meat draws
support Quadra Island based nonprofit organizations every Saturday
5:00pm to 6:30pm. New and
established members with guests
welcome. See you at the Legion!

At Explore in
November

Explore Feature Artist Ann
McLean presents original works in
Watercolour and Acrylic Quadra
Landscapes and Poetry. Nov 6 –
Dec 1 Open Tues to Saturday11
– 5pm

Quadra Island
Runners
Sundays at 8 am. Meet at the
junction of Heriot Bay Road
and Rebecca Spit Road. Anyone
welcome!

Aerobics

Enjoy a refreshing, well rounded
body workout with Marion.
Low impact cardio, strength
training upper and lower body, core
conditioning and stretching to the beat
of great music. Improve your fitness.
Get more energy and be part of a fun
group class.
Everyone welcome. Suitable for
beginners. Classes are Mondays and
Thursdays from 6:00- 7:30pm at the
Community Centre.
7:00- 7:30pm will be focused on
stretching and relaxation. Drop in $ 7
incl. stretching. For more information
call Marion at 285 2895

Four completely full and over the
brim wheel barrows of wood are given
out each time in the hopes that there
will be enough for everyone.
One can, of course, come back for
seconds when the previous supply is
gone.
It’s really hard to predict the supply
& demand thing in any exact way. But
I think we’re good until the Christmas
Holidays. If there’s anyone out there
who can donate some reasonably dry
wood, give me a call. That would keep
us in business longer.
For those who need wood. Don’t
wait. Stock up now. Call Steve at
285-3323 for an appointment. Bring
you vehicle down and we’ll load her up
together. If you don’t have a vehicle, an
arrangement can be made.

Ring Found!!
Did you loose your gold wedding
band in the Heriot Bay store parking
lot back in September?
If so please call Jennifer to describe
and claim your ring. 287-0680
www.discoveryislander.ca
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Cultural Committee Presents

B.C.O.A.P.O. Branch #91

Pianist Bruce Vogt

Quadra Island

The Quadra Island Cultural Committee is pleased
to announce an 8:00 pm concert by the distinguished
Canadian pianist Bruce Vogt on Saturday Dec 1st,
in the Quadra Island Community Centre. The
performance will be preceded by a 7:15 pre-concert
chat by Mr. Vogt.
Among the elite of Canadian pianists, Bruce
Vogt is a unique and dynamic performer who
appears regularly in concert and on CBC within
Canada, and has impressed audiences in England,
the USA, Germany, France, Italy, Norway, Bulgaria,
Japan and the Czech Republic as well.
Born in Ontario, Bruce Vogt completed his
initial studies with Damjana Bratuz and Anton
Kuerti. Later he studied in the United States,
England, Switzerland and Italy, working with a
number of celebrated musicians including Gyorgy
Sebok, Louis Kentner, Fou Ts’ong and Dario de
Rosa.
In 1999 Bruce Vogt and Japanese Viola player
Yumiko Yamamoto were awarded the Kyoto
Baroque Hall Award of excellence for the best
concert of 1998, the Kyoto Daily speaking of
their “wonderful sympathetic music making and
exquisite technical polish”. Bruce and Yumiko
released a CD:Centre of Harmony: Music for Viola
and Piano, and toured BC together in 2004.
Of a recent performance while on tour in
Germany Bruce’s playing was described as “technical
perfection paired with emotional expressiveness...
compositions from Mozart, Chopin and Liszt
resounded with seldom-heard perfection...What is
apparent in his playing is the joy he takes in giving
to others what he has so dazzlingly mastered”.
His repertoire is extremely diverse, encompassing
music from the sixteenth century to the present;
he has championed the music of contemporary
composers, as well as commissioning a number of
new works.
In addition to his career as a piano soloist,
chamber musician and recording artist, Bruce Vogt
is also a Professor at the University of Victoria.
Known for his personal warmth and outstanding
teaching skills, he makes himself available as much
as possible for master classes, workshops, festival
adjudication and lectures. His generous offer to
provide a pre-concert chat at 7:15 will highlight
these skills as he discusses the music of Liszt,
Debussey, and Schumann that he will be playing in
the 8 pm concert. We hope as many concertgoers as
possible will take advantage of this opportunity to
learn more about the music and enjoy the bounties
of our concession.
Tickets are available in advance for $17 at
the usual outlets-- Quadra Crafts, Heriot Bay;
Hummingbird Office and Art Supply, Quathiaski
Cove. and the Music Plant (619-11th. Ave.,
Campbell River) or at the door for $20. Youths 16
and under are admitted free when accompanied
by an adult.
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The weather the past few weeks has been
front and center in the minds of many of
our members. amongst other things it has
contributed to the cancellation of our activities
day which includes armchair aerobics, carpet
bowling and our singing group. I also, very
reluctantly, had to cancel the computer club
meeting, but of course that was miner to
the inconvenience of the power outage we
experienced, unless, of course you happen to
live in the Quathiaski Cove area. Who were
not affected by the long lasting (2 to4 days)
power outage.
I know that it makes life very difficult
when you have no Hydro power, so I would
like to remind you all, make sure you have
got food and water to last a few days, if you
still have a telephone that does not require a
separate power cord make sure it is plugged
in so at least you have still got a chance of
communication and check on your neighbors
daily so they know you are OK and you know
they are OK.
Like many others I was pleased that
the weather held off long enough for us to
complete our November 11th Remembrance
Day celebration before the weather got really
nasty.
I would like to thank Frank Smirffitt for
laying the reef on behalf of the club and also the
Ladies Auxiliary for organizing and providing
lunch for every one. The majority of which are
members of the Quadra BCOAP Club
At our monthly general meeting held
on 7th November we had our own small
remembrance celebration, a few of our
members shared memories of an experience
they had during those terrible days of world
war 2, some funny, some tragic but all moving
in there own way . There were many of them
who could have shared much more with us
and many more that didn’t have the chance
to share theirs and no doubt we could have
spent all day recounting our experiences but
at least the short time did have made us think
and remember
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the Executives and members of the club
for all the help and support you have shown
to me, both personally and as president of the
club, over this past year and look forward, with
your future support, to serving you again, as
President, for the next 2 years
Robert Brown
www.discoveryislander.ca

Friday Flicks Presents:
The Italian – our last film of ‘07.
November 30th – Q.C.C.
Doors 7:30 – Showtime 7:45 pm
Adm: $5.00 - $4.00 stu/snr

Studio Tour ‘08
Quadra Island artists are invited
to register for the annual Quadra
Island Studio Tour ‘08 which will take
place June 7th and 8th. Serious artists
working in any medium can display
their work at their own studio, another
artists studio or at the community
centre. Artists can also be part of the
“Year-Round” self-guided studio tour
brochure. Application forms and more
information for both events can be
picked up at Hummingbird Office
Supply or phone 285-2628 to have them
e-mailed. The deadline for applications
is November 30th.

Calling all
Island Artists
...to show at DRAW Gallery’s 1st
Annual Small Works Exhibit. Our
little gallery will be filled to the rafters
with wonderful art works large and
small. This Group Show will run from
December 7— December 22, 2007.
We are accepting submissions at this
time from Artists wishing to exhibit at
the Gallery. If you are a local Artist and
would like to participate in a Group
Show or have an exhibit — please call
us at 285-2008.
“Like Mother Like Daughter”,
Paintings and Drawings – continues
through November until the 24th.
Barbara’s approach is eclectic.
‘Borrowing freely from various
sources’, she recreates what captures her
imagination. In this show you’ll find a
foxglove, an old bent fir, a sleeping dog,
a sunset and a bit of highway. Sovay’s
pieces are all big, all acrylic on canvas
or plywood, things she’s seen or dreamt
and couldn’t get out of her head except
with lots of paint, colours and shapes – a
very close look at broom flowers, tree
branches seen from the snow below, a
dream of the sea…
The Gallery is open Thurs thru Sat
12 - 6pm. We are located at Village
Square, in rear - follow the signs. See
the show next time you are at the
Square. Everyone is welcome. www.
drawgallery.com.
www.discoveryislander.ca

The “Italian” is resolute, six-year-old
Vanya, a boy who lives in a provincial
Russian orphanage. Vanya’s story takes
off from a crisis that hit Russian cities
in the late ‘90s following the collapse of
the banking and financial institutions.
Children, many of them homeless,
invaded the streets to survive. Overrun
orphanages were common.
THE ITALIAN opens in just such
an orphanage in the provinces. Vanya
has been abandoned there. An affluent
Italian couple seeking to adopt takes
an immediate liking to him, much
to the envy of the other children,
and adoption proceedings begin.
But, while awaiting his adoption
hearing, Vanya is transformed by a
chance meeting with a mother who
has returned to reclaim her son, only
to find out that he’s been adopted by
foreigners. Vanya tries to comfort the
desperate mother while the two wait
for a bus. He begins to think his own
mother may have similar regrets and
decides he needs to find her.
For anyone who has seen the
Russian countryside in winter, THE
ITALIAN will ring true with it’s icy
landscapes, grit and perpetual gloom.
From this unrelieved grayness emerges
a plucky little boy who learns to read
in order to inspect his orphanage file
and discover his true identity. Tracing
Vanya’s escape from the orphanage
and his trek to the town where he
thinks his mother lives, the second
half of the film encounters a severe
Russia.
Kravchuk is a combination of
realist and confectioner. The scenes
inside the orphanage are powerful.
We can see how the children have
created an inner community with its
own complete set of rules. The adult
administrators are corrupt but not
unfeeling and Kravchuk doesn’t over
play the Dickensian elements.
Director Andrei Kravchuk’s
background in documentary brings
authenticity to his first feature. In a
sense, Vanya stands for all of Russia,
or at least its future. His mission of
finding his mother has metaphoric
power. The final shot reminds us
that, in the need for individuality
and recognition, a child’s gaze is
also ours.

December Open
House & Sale at
Firesign Art &
Design
Firesign Studio will open its doors
for the month of December with
paintings by Nanci Cook and Perrin
Sparks, cards, prints, amber jewelry,
workshop gift certificates and other
gift items! Perrin will paint 20-minute
portraits at our opening reception on
December 1 and 2. Tour the B&B! Call
285-3390

Quadra Rec.
Update
The evening with multi-talented
Shane Philip was a rockin’ success.
It is so great to have a mix of
generations from tots to grannies up
dancing to this fine musician.   Deep
gratitude to Shane and Lisa Spizzirri
for help and inspiration producing
this show and to all the volunteers
a n d b u s i n e ss e s w h o a ss i s t e d :
opening act, Sidne y Williams,
Angela Thurston and the Farmhouse
dancers, Jim Thievin on sound,
Jane Townley, Sue and Ellen Rose,
and Rowan Kehn in the kitchen, “all
the great bakers”, Sunday Dennis and
Jason, Terry Peebles, Julie Watson
and Keith Parlee, Jill Gates and
Sonya Thompson; Quadra Crafts,
Yellow Dog Trading Co., Pharma
Save, Aroma, Spirit of the West and
Quadra Isand Kayaks. Gradually,
we move toward a new playground
in Blenkin Park with help like
this from the community. Thanks!
Our next big event is the
C h r i s t m a s Cr a f t Fa i r a t t h e
community centre which is Friday,
November 23 from 4:00 to 9:00
and Saturday, November 24 from
10:00 to 3:00. Santa arrives on the
firetruck at noon. Make a donation
to the playground and have the
opportunity to win door prizes
donated by many of the participating
crafts people. You can have supper
on Friday and lunch on Saturday at
“Kringle’s Kitchen”.
Just a reminder to those
organizing events at the QCC,
please make sure you have booked
for 2008. Work on the Recreation
brochure is in progress.
Cheers,
Sandy Spearing - 285 3243

PUBLIC NOTICE
Work is now commencing on
clearing the ‘right-of-way’
for the Hydro line to bring
power to Granite Bay.
Traffic on the Granite Bay Road
will be affected between the
hours of 7:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Monday to Friday and possibly
some Saturdays if we fall behind
schedule due to bad weather.
We will not operate in severe
weather (excessive rain and wind
or snow) due to environmental
and safety regulations. Traffic
into Granite Bay will be on the
Granite Bay Road while traffic
out of Granite Bay will be routed
on the Open Bay Mainline
(logging road) from the Lucky
Jim mine site to the Village Bay
Lakes Rd.
We a p o l o g i z e f o r t h e
inconvenience but trust people
will appreciate the need to
maintain a safe worksite that
will be constantly moving.

Flag people will be on the road.
please follow their directions and
feel free to ask them pertinent
questions. We will do everything
we can to keep delays to less
that 10 minutes so please plan
accordingly when travelling
to and from Granite Bay. We
expect to take 2 months to
complete this project unless a
severe weather event (snow)
stops work.
Expect delays to continue until
the power line is in place.

I know everyone will appreciate
the necessity of a safe work
zone while trees are being fell,
processed, piled and loaded on
trucks.
If further information is
necessary please phone the
office at 285-3207 or myself at
home 285-2857 in the evening.

Thank you for your
co-operation.
Keith Liseth
Skookum Ventures
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Legendary Family Entertainer

Drop In Yoga
with Ann Toelle
Starts Wednesday evening November 6 from
5:30-7:00 p.m. Cost $12.00. Studio open at 5:15 you
are welcome then. Come re-balance after your day!
This Traditional Hatha Yoga will give you
a foundation of standing, sitting, inverted and
relaxation poses. A precision oriented method; this
yoga seeks to develop flexibility, strength, stamina and
concentration in a balanced way.

Fred Penner

to Perform in Support of Quadra Children’s Centre
of his many contributions, which also include
over a dozen albums, Fred Penner has received
the Order of Canada, two Juno awards and
numerous other honours.

My Yoga Teacher Training is ongoing with an
Iyengar Certified Teacher in Seattle.

An appearance by Fred Penner is guaranteed
to be a lively event-- who can resist the prospect
of singing along with Fred to favorites like “The
Cat Came Back”? With a spirited mix of music
and comedic routines, even the most serious of
grown-ups will want to join in on the fun.

Located in our new studio upstairs at 680
Industrial Way. Please wear tights or shorts. For more
information or questions phone Ann 285-3783

Time for Lunch

The show begins at 6:30, with doors opening
at 6:00. For those coming from off-island, there
will be a free shuttle to the school from the 6:15
ferry from Campbell River and back to the 9:00
ferry to Campbell River.

Quadra Island’s Community Lunch has
started up again. Mark every Wednesday on
your calendar and come to the Community
Centre at noon to meet your neighbours and
eat a delicious meal.
The lunch will happen weekly on Wednesdays
through to next spring. If you already know
how special this occasion is, bring a friend who
doesn’t know about it yet. The more the merrier.
The lunch is supported by a donation box, and is
made possible by many generous volunteers.

The evening of November 29th, 2007 will
be filled with laughter, song and storytelling, as
beloved family entertainer Fred Penner brings
his considerable talents to Quadra Island. This
special performance, to be held at the Quadra
Elementary School gymnasium, is in support of
the Quadra Children’s Centre.
For over 25 years, Fred Penner has been
engaging audiences with his skill, warmth and
absolute trust that what he does can make a
difference in children’s lives. Generations of
children across North America, many of whom
are now starting families of their own, have fond
memories of watching Fred magically emerge
from a hollow log and into “Fred Penner’s
Place,” his hit television show which ran for 12
seasons and nearly 900 episodes. In recognition
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Tickets are $15.00 for adults and $10 for
children under 12. (Kids two and under are
free). Tickets can be purchased on Quadra at
Hummingbird Office and Art Supply and the
Children’s Centre; and the Music Plant and
Kidlets in Campbell River. Also watch for tables
in front of Quadra Foods and Heriot Bay Store
during the weekends before the concert. For
more information, please contact the Children’s
Centre at (250) 285-3511.
Proceeds from this performance will benefit
the non-profit Phil Thompson Memorial
Daycare Society—commonly referred to as
the Quadra Children’s Centre— which has
provided child care services for the families of
Quadra Island since 1986. Using an innovative,
child-centered learning approach, the Centre’s
childcare/preschool program (for children
2 1/2 to 6 years old), after-school program
(for children 6 to 12) and summer recreation
programs have enriched the childhoods of
hundreds of local residents.

www.discoveryislander.ca

Junior Naturalist Club Interview Ian
McAllister about wolves.

O

n Fri day
October 26,
2007, the
Junior Naturalist Club
from Quadra Elementary
school inter viewed Ian
McAllister, author of the
newly published book :
Ghosts of the Great Bear
Rainforest. The following
are some highlights from
that interview.
Why should wolves not
be hunted in places like Quadra Island? Ian: The
main reason is that wolves are incredibly intelligent
and social animals. In a well-defined social hierarchy
such as a wolf pack, when you kill even one wolf, you
disrupt the pack enormously. When wolves are killed
by humans they reproduce more so that killing them
for predator control is not that effective. There really
is no reason to kill wolves. We don’t eat the meat.

What is the greatest problem in saving the wolves?
Ian: We need to educate people.

Is there any way to determine how many wolves
are on Quadra Island?
Ian: You can conduct a non-invasive study by
collecting wolf scat and having it analyzed for genetic
material. You can also do a lot of observing of wolves.
Find out where they hang out and set up an infrared
camera on a wolf trail. You may want to connect
with a graduate student who is interested in this type
of study.

How do wolves interact with people?
Ian: Wild wolves are tolerant of humans. They are
curious and accommodating. The First Nations people
have lived with wolves for thousands of years. There
are lots of myths about wolves.

Do you know of any reason where a mother
wolf will abandon her pups?
Ian: The only time I’ve seen this happen is when
humans come too close to the wolf den. If bear, cougar
and other large predators come close, the wolves will
defend their den but not when humans come near.

Can you tell us a favourite story about an
encounter with a wolf:
Ian: One time I fell asleep under a tree by the river.
When I woke up a wolf pup was inside my camera
bag. I couldn’t take a picture because my camera was
in the bag.

How common is it for domestic dogs to join
a wolf pack?
Ian: There are no confirmed cases of a dog joining a
wolf pack. Generally, the wolves will kill the domestic
dog first.
www.discoveryislander.ca

How can you tell the difference between a wolf
and a dog?
Ian: The main difference is that a wolf ’s tail cannot
bend. A domestic dog’s tail is curved.
Mr. McAllister taught us how to howl like a wolf
pack. The alpha male starts, then the alpha female
and the rest of the pack join in. Finally the pups
join in. Then the alpha male signals when the pack
should stop.
Article by:
Hayley Crighton, Mairi Marlow, Quinn Flick, Ian
McAllister, Carly MacKay, Courtney Campbell, Liah
Windrim and Janine Annett.

New Leader is feature
speaker at Green Party
AGM- Sat, Dec 1
Jane Sterk brings energy and experience to provincial
party. The newly selected leader of the Green Party
of British Columbia will be the guest speaker at the
combined Annual General Meetings of the provincial
Comox Valley Green Party and the federal Vancouver
Island North Green Party being held on December 1st
2007. Jane Sterk will be speaking and taking questions
between 1:30-2:30 pm at the Florence Filberg Seniors
Centre, Courtenay, prior to the AGMs. Public
attendance is welcome and questions are encouraged.
Sterk brings a record of leadership to the Green Party
of BC. She has been a grade school and post-secondary
educator, a successful business owner and is currently
a respected member of Esquimalt Council. She also
represents Esquimalt on the Capital Regional District.
Sterk has a sense of immediacy about the Green
Party of BC leadership position. This is due to the
lack of meaningful Government action to address the
enormous environmental and social issues facing the
province and also to an ineffectual Opposition unable
to hold the Government to account. “As a Mother
and Grandmother I has grave concerns about the
sustainability of our current practices and policies and
their impact on future generations, as well as other
living species.”
In the latest nation-wide Strategic Counsel survey
for the Globe and Mail, the Green Party with 13%
polled higher than both the NDP (12%) and the Bloc
Quebecois (11%) for the first time. Sterk wants to build
even more voter confidence in the Green Party of BC.
Healthy refreshments, all locally supplied, will be
served.
Contact 338-0187 or 334-2375 for more
information.
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Thank You Quadra Islanders
Last month I returned to the MDV
Institute for orphans and children
with polio in India. Thanks to kind
Quadra islanders, Global Village in
Victoria, and the Quadra Philippines’
Connection (thank you Carol) I had
$5000 to give them.

$3000 was used for mosquito
proofing the 14 dormitories and eating
area -and there is a photo below of this
work in progress. $1000 went towards
a roof for the kitchen (another photo
of this area is below), $750 for quilts
for the 140 children (the institute is
in the Himalayan foothills and the
night-time temperature goes almost
to zero in December and January; the
concrete buildings have no heating).
The remaining $250 is towards new

latrines and showers -estimated total
cost of $6000. I would also like to raise
money for new beds with drawers under
them (“Captain’s” beds) -at present the
dorms. are crowded and the children
keep their belongings in metal boxes
on top of the beds.

I have brought back artifacts and
paintings and embroidered cards that
the children have made. These will
be for sale at the Xmas Craft fair by
donation -and all the proceeds will go
towards making the children’s lives a
little more confortable.
Once again thank you, and I hope to
see you this Saturday at the fair.
If you would like more information
about the institute, or if you wish
to donate, please phone me, Eileen
Sowerby, at 285 2434.

Les Soldates de la
Paix Revisited

Local Internet
Q.O.S.

Recently I travelled to Montréal
to visit my friend Claude Desjardins
whom many of you know through her
project, Les Soldats de la Paix.

Quality of Service

During my five weeks in Québec,
Claude and I explored the beautiful
lake country of her youth north of
the city; attended an invitational
address to a potters; guild in Ottawa;
explored new and old Montréal for
a week; travelled east to Gaspé and
eventually Percé.
At the end of October I participated
in one of Claude’s workshops and
helped to film two magazine interviews
about the project.
Apart from my thorough enjoyment
of discovering a country within a
country, I had a good opportunity to see
how Claude is manifesting her vision
for peace at ground level. Les Soldates
now number close to a thousand!!
Claude’s immense generosity of spirit
is reaching international attention in
Paris, the U.N. and Brazil. She has been
nominated for an award in Montréal
for her work toward peace.

Download speed 5934 Kbps
Upload speed

362 Kbps

Quality of service 99 %
Maximum pause     	

3 ms

Round trip time   	61 ms
Upstream jitter   	 2.1 ms
In graphic form (see below),
th e d own l o a d sp e e d rating in
Kbps is on the left side and the
TCP pause in milliseconds is on
the right side.

Quite clearly Claude would greatly
appreciate hearing from her friends
and former workshop participants
through the following channels:

This quality connection
demonstrate very little fluctuation
in download speeds. If your test
results show a rapidly changing
speed then this indicates that the
data is impacted and the quality of
service degraded. Whilst this does
not necessarily affect applications
such as email it will definitely
affect multimedia applications
such as video or voice, using a
web cam, listening to radio over
the Internet (streaming audio) or
using Internet telephony or any
other multimedia ser vice. Note
the significance of the maximum
pause of only 3 milliseconds.

By mail to : 504A De la
Congrégation, Montréal, Québec
H3K 2H9
email: claudesoldate@yahoo.ca
www.lessoldatesdelapaix.ca
Phone: 514-223-9389

As a practical demonstration
of a vide o exp erience, G o o g le
Y VRtaserV ideo.wmv and from
any of the links found, see if you
can view the whole ten minutes
without any encumbrances.

Claude struggles with the financial
realities of the project. If you wish to
help her on her brave journey, please
do so.

Now f or a an o th er te st , g o
to www.spe e dtest.net and test
your Internet connection upload
and download speeds, and your
Latency results. Send your results
t o t h e D i s c o v e r y Is l a n d e r a t
news@discoveryislands.ca

Claude attempts to fund the
project through invitational speeches,
workshops, cards, posters and the sale
of her own sculpted soldates.

Merci beaucoup
Gerry Dick
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The following refers to a MySpeed.
VisualWare.com ideal connection
sample (#7607966) carried out on Nov
7, 2007 12:21:29 AM

www.discoveryislander.ca

Action Packed Lineup for Banff Festival Films
Screens this Weekend
The annual Banff Mountain Film
Festival took place in Banff Alberta at
the beginning of November and now a
selection of the best films submitted,
including award winners, are hitting
the road. This coming weekend the
Banff Mountain Film Festival World
Tour makes its regular stop in Campbell
River and on Quadra Island bringing its
renowned mix of action, culture and
wild places to the North island.
Some of the films that will fire
up the screen this coming Friday
evening at the Tidemark Theatre in
Campbell River include: ‘Entropy’
which documents the most progressive
action in snowkiting. ‘Climber’ follows
an an animated attempt on an icy route.
The ‘climber’ faces his inner demon
along the way.
‘20 Seconds of Joy’ was voted the
Best Film on Mountain Sports and
People’s Choice Award at Banff. This
hour long feature is documentary
filmmaker Jens Hoffman’s portrait
of Karina Hollekim a 30-year-old
Norwegian BASE jumper. The film
accompanies her through many stages
of her BASE-jumping career, until it
comes to a sudden stop, changing all
aspects of her life.

Another longer film is Ice Mines
which recalls five years ago when Will
Gadd heard rumours of ice hidden in
the blackness of abandoned mines in
Sweden. Gadd and his friend Andreas
Spak explored the mines, finding
challenge, danger, and amazing ice
formations. ‘Trial & Error’ is shot
in familiar terrain, in it mountain
biker Ryan Leech sets out to ride an
incredibly difficult trail in the BC Coast
Mountains. With the valley slated for
clearcut logging, Ryan’s extraordinary
riding is combined with his thoughts
about the very special location.
For thrills and spills ‘Influx’ looks
at the true meaning of paddling: the
perpetual need to go and travel the
globe with your kayak in search of the
magic something you can find only on
the river. Influx is shot in Italy, Canada,
Norway, and the Reunion islands.
Rounding out the night are ‘Balance’
which profiles the rapidly growing
world of new-school skiing, and the
surprising ‘Great Day for Climbing’
that brings a climber’s lyric to life.
On Quadra Island, Saturday night,
an equally exciting and educational
mix of films will be screened: ‘King
Lines es pontas’ is filmed on location

in Mallorca, Spain and captures Chris
Sharma’s challenging ascent of the Es
Pontas arch. ‘Inner Balance’ features
some of the top unicycle riders from
Canada, USA, New Zealand, and
Australia, you won’t believe what’s
possible on a unicycle.
A topic familair to Quadra returns in
‘Searching For the Coastal Wolves’ which
features Gudrun Pfluege, an ex-world
champion cross-country skier and longdistance runner, who for the last six years
has been studying wolves in the wilds of
coastal BC. Her quest culminates with a
dramatic and powerful encounter. ‘Wings
on your Feet’ is the story of two untiring
powder hunters, and free telemark
interpreters who speak about their dreams
and why they have chosen skiing as their
true lifestyle. ‘Higher Ground Mtn.
Photographer’ looks at Andrew Querner
from Canmore, Alberta, as he explains
what drives his quest for the perfect
climbing photograph.
‘Cross Country with the Snakes’ is
a short film about a nordic-skiing punk
band. It documents a tour with the Blackeyed Snakes as they ski all day and play
rock at night. ‘Badgered’ tells the tale of
a badger who just wants the world to let
him sleep. To finish the show is ‘Aint’ Got
No Friends On a Powder Day’ draws a
parallel between two very different skiing
styles on the same mountain which are
otherwise worlds apart.
Get your fix this weekend and come
down to see the shows at the Tidemark
Theatre in Campbell River on Friday,
November 23rd and on Quadra Island
the following night Saturday, November
24th. Both shows start at 7 pm. There’s
plenty of time to get the last ferry back to
Campbell River after the Quadra show.
Tickets are still available for both shows
at the Tidemark Theatre box office at
287-7465 and perhaps at the door, if you
want to take a chance!

© Ice Mines.
Credit: Christian Pondella. Courtesy of The Banff Centre
www.discoveryislander.ca
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Halliday’s Viewpoint
by Steven Halliday

Web Waypoints

I’ve

of ten commente d (when
discussing this column with
others) that, were it not for
internet, I sincerely doubt that I could attain the
output that I have thus been able to produce. While I
still refer to print periodicals on a regular basis, the vast
majority of my research, be it for work or otherwise,
is now carried out via the web. Many past columns
reference my internet sources, and generally provides
a link that is “hot” should you browse the Islander
online, but these are often newspapers, magazines or
other mainstream sites. Some of my more interesting
destination sites are more for fun than for hard data,
though - as with this piece - they often supply the raw
grist for the writing mill, so to speak. A few that I
visit are of a particular bent, and those I refer to today
have a common thread – they often feature items or
products that are simply outrageous, unbelievably
weird, or in many cases priced out of reach for the
99% of the planet’s population that aren’t rich. But,
hey, everybody likes to fantasize occasionally, as
evidenced by the number of people
who buy lottery tickets, and before
the advent of the World Wide Web
most of this stuff would have never
come to our attention.

submarines for several years, and is offering a line of
luxury subs from the 8 meter long Discovery class
and 4 other models culminating in the Phoenix,
all of which are Lloyd’s A1 certified and offer the
ability to avoid rough weather and ”submerge into a
perfectly smooth and quiet environment, continuing
on towards its destination with a ride unsurpassed in
quality; unequalled by the finest motor coach or the
most luxurious executive jet.” You can be the first on
your block to own a Phoenix...for around $80 million,
just for the base hull and machinery. Figure on another
$50 million to outfit it properly. Serious change, even
for a billionaire.
Coolest Gadgets offers much more than uberrich
toys as well – they presently have about 3,000 links
to all sorts of items…how about pancakes in a can?
That’s right - Batter Blaster promises pancakes that are
“fast, easy and fun for the whole family! Just point,
blast and cook! Batter Blaster makes Breakfast a
Blast!” Although supposedly organic, this refrigerated
product works on the same principle as Cheez Wiz

entry is open to all with the price of admission – an
internet connection. Where else could you find out
where to buy a box of cigars, called Gurkha Black
Dragon and described as - “Black Dragon is handcrafted by the Gurkha factory in Honduras, using
African Cameroon, Dominican, and Connecticut
tobaccos. They are extra-aged for 12-15 years, to
create a smoothness and sophistication, rare in even
superpremium cigars” – this according to the site.
They are supposedly so special Gurkha is only making
5 boxes, of 100 cigars each…at US$115,000 per box.
The same company does offer a starter cigar at only
$12.95 each, for those seeking a gateway offer to
ostentatious cigar aficionado status.
This favourite bookmark is my original “go-to” site
for the offbeat and unusual – Boing Boing. The site
(http://boingboing.net) is an amazing work attended
to by a somewhat successful expatriate Canadian
science fiction author by the name of Cory Doctorow.
Doctorow has applied his curiosity and substantial
knowledge of the web to provide an excellent jumping
off point for websurfers interested
in all things eclectic, unusual or just
downright weird. A sub-site (Boing
Boing Gadgets) can be accessed from
the main site, but I do encourage
readers to explore the main site as well
for a delicious compendium of all that’s
unusual...a quick review of today’s posts
offers the reader a story about Korean
“boot camps” for internet addicted
kids, as well as another about a unique
beauty contest in Angola, where entry
is limited to women who have lost limbs to a land
mine, unfortunately a very common occurrence in
that part of the world. On the same page you can read
about a fabulous Japanese invention, whereby cut and
tightly folded paper is stored in a plastic container…
when you add a few drops of water the paper swells
out to become fantastically detailed Christmas
decorations. Bet you haven’t seen anything like that at
any local retailer, but you can see it on your computer
at http://www.boingboing.net/2007/11/18/
waterlogged-xmas-orn.html.

“...an excellent jumping off point for

websurfers interested in all things eclectic,

Coolest Gadgets (http://www.
coolest-gadgets.com) introduced
me to the world’s most unusual
private watercraft - a 65-meter
private luxury submarine. In
the development stage at U.S.
Submarines, Inc. of Florida, the craft
is designed for the billionaire who wants to stand out
from the crowd (and believe it or not, the billionaire
set is getting crowded). Displacing 1,500 tons with a
26 foot beam, the vessel (named the Phoenix class) will
be capable of carrying the lucky owner together with
guests and crew over 3,500 nautical miles non-stop,
either on the surface or as deep as 300 meters. The
Phoenix will be powered by twin Caterpillar 1,500
HP diesels for surface propulsion as well as power
generation for the 3,280 KWH of batteries used to
run the 800 total horsepower of electric thrusters
used when submerged. Capable of 17 knots on the
surface and 10 knots below, the sub is theoretically
capable of remaining submerged for up to 30 days in
an emergency – normal maximum while underway
would be about 50 hours. Make no mistake; this is
a serious submarine, which offers in excess of 5,000
square feet of surplus space for the owner’s use, with
large acrylic viewports for sightseeing. US Subs
(http://www.ussubs.com) has been building tourist

unusual or just downright weird.”
or Dream Whip – pressurized goop in a can. See it at
http://www.batterblaster.com. Or how about a kettle
that makes toast while it heats the water? This British
(of course) invention retails for about £30 – check it
out at http://www.coolest-gadgets.com/20070914/
shall-i-be-mother/#more-8381. If interested, you’d
best look for a CSA approval – this thing sounds
positively lethal by electrical standards.
Another site I frequent is Luxist (http://www.
luxist.com/). Luxist features things that are of
interest to those of means…meaning not you or me
nor anyone we know. Still, it is fun to look at all the
stuff you’ll never have! Edited by an American purse
fetishist - as that site headlines her favourite purses
every update – it also reviews items in categories such
as airplanes (428 entries); luxury residences (or estates,
if you prefer), which features over a thousand entries,
and my personal favourite - the wheels category, with
over 800 entries of unusual vehicular toys. The site is
somewhat snobbish, which comes as no surprise, but
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The internet is the greatest contribution to
information access since the library…the ultimate
equalizer in information accessibility, which offers
users the ability to look, see and learn about a variety
of subjects that might otherwise have never crossed
one’s radar. Hopefully you’ll get some enjoyment
from these few recommended sites – exploration and
learning should be fun, after all.
www.discoveryislander.ca

We Will Remember Them
by Tanya Storr

Q

uadra’s Remembrance Day service
is always well attended, and this
year was no exception. The Legion
was packed with people of all ages
who came to pay their respects and take part in the
ceremonies.
Cliff Hand officiated, flanked on either side by
local members of the RCMP dressed in red serge.
This year Cliff focused his address on the loss and
separation caused by war, and the importance of
remembering those who gave their lives as well as the
ones they left behind.
In the past 100 years, 117,000 people have died in
our country’s military service. More than half of that
total (61,000) gave their lives in WWI. Cliff pointed
out that the number of lives lost for Canada, with its
relatively small population, has been substantial.
“Unfortunately, WWI which was known by
returning servicemen as the ‘war to end all wars’ has
not proven to be so, for Canada has been kept busy
with military obligations in many parts of the world
since.”
Canada’s military role is commemorated in the
Canadian War Museum in Ottawa, which houses
13,000 pieces in its collection. Cliff mentioned that
the museum’s Memorial Hall, designed for rest and
reflection, contains a lone artefact: the headstone from
the grave of an unknown soldier who died in WWI.
“Following the end of hostilities after WWI and
the signing of the Armistice at the 11th hour of the
11th day of the 11th month, the day became Armistice
Day. It was observed by the allied countries as a way
of remembering all those who died, especially those
with ‘no known grave’,” Cliff noted.
After WWII, he went on to say, the British
and allied governments changed the name to
Remembrance Day, as a day that would commemorate

Paying respects at the Cenotaph, Quadra Legion, Remembrance Day 2007.
all who have died in wars.
“Let us today at this service remember with respect
all those who have died in any theatre of war that
Canada has been involved in.”
Cliff reminded those in attendance that it is
important to take the time to stop at a war memorial
somewhere in our community and read the names
and inscriptions on it.
“Those are the names of young service personnel
who died in far off fields so that we can enjoy the
freedom that Canada provides.”
Remembering those left to mourn is also important.
Each year the national Remembrance Day service in
Ottawa honours a mother who has suffered extreme
loss of family in wars.
Cliff recounted that in 1936 a Mrs. Woods of
Winnipeg, who had raised 12 sons, was given eight
Silver Crosses, one for each of the sons she lost during
the 1914-1918 War.
“Today, when people from all parts of Canada and
from all walks of life pay homage to those who died,
we remember their courage and devotion, and we all

Photo by Tanya Storr.

sincerely hope that they did not die in vain. We need
to remember that without freedom there can be no
enduring peace, and without peace there can be no
enduring freedom.”
After the service, the crowd moved outdoors to
watch as representatives from several organisations
placed wreaths on the Cenotaph. These included
the federal and provincial governments, regional
district, RCMP, Quadra Ambulance, School District
#72, Quadra Legion, Legion Ladies Auxiliary, CFB
Comox, Quadra Seniors, Cape Mudge Band, Civilian
Peacekeepers, and Cadets.
All in attendance were invited to pin their poppies
on the wreaths. Fortunately, the southeaster that
knocked out power to most of Quadra held off until
after the service.
The Legion Ladies Auxiliary provided a sandwich
lunch inside the hall, where people gathered to
socialize.
People spoke of Quadra veterans who are no longer
with us. The Legion now has their names on display
on the Quadra Island Veterans’ Honour Roll. Like
the plaque at the cemetery, the Honour Roll lists the
names of deceased veterans who resided on Quadra.
Legion member Bob Brown initiated the
project.
“When I started coming to the Legion, we
didn’t have a list of veterans in here. I put it to
the membership that it would be nice to have a
Remembrance Wall,” Bob recalled.
The membership liked the idea and gave Bob the
go ahead to arrange fundraising events. Following
raffles, 50/50 draws, and a potato shoot, the Legion
had raised enough money to put up the first plaque.
The second one was installed just in time for this year’s
Remembrance Day service.

Pinning poppies on the wreaths at the Quadra Cenotaph, Remembrance Day 2007.
www.discoveryislander.ca

Photo by Tanya Storr.

“The idea is to make it personal for people who
come to remember. They can look at the names of
their fathers or grandfathers on the wall. It has proved
to be popular and noticed,” Bob said.
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Last Call for
Housing Questionnaires

NEW SERVICES

Deadline November 30.

Phy s i o th erap i st Darc y
Lawley from Campbell River is
pleased to announce the start of
monthly physiotherapy service
on Quadra Island. To book an
appointment for December 8th
, or for more information call
(250) 830-7197.
Email: darcylawley@hotmail.
com

Ha v e y o u c o m p l e t e d a
questionnaire for your
household?
If not, please do so. We
would like the information
about Quadra’s housing needs,
now and in the future, to be as
accurate as possible. For that we
need a high response rate.

As of now, we suspect that
renters and younger folk are
under-represented in our
returns.
Hello out there!!! All you
renters and younger folk! We
hope to hear from you too. Please
grab a form and complete it. The
pickup/drop off boxes are still at:
Quadra Foods,
Heriot Bay Store,
Hummingbird
and Yellow Dog
Trading.
A f t e r i t ’s
collected, the
information
g athere d wil l
be shared with
islanders. Your
co -operation
is ver y much
appreciated.
Question?
Call Carol -3737,
Riki -2640, Mary
-3084.

PHYSIOTHERAPY
Saturday Dec 8th 2007

HAVE A NEW BUSINESS
TO ANNOUNCE?
Advertise your new business in
the D.I. Classifieds and get two
placements for the price of one just $10 for 2 ads.
For more details call
285-2234
or email:
ads@discoveryislands.ca

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE 653 Heriot Bay
Rd. Very Cozy 3 bedroom, 1
bathroom with many updates.
Drop by this well maintained
home or phone 285-3626

/NLY  PER ISSUE INCLUDES '34

VACATIONS
Y O G A H O L I D AY I N
MEXICO
Take a Yoga Holiday in Mexico
this winter with Brenda Dempsey.
Yoga, Meditation & Qi Kung will
inspire your days followed by beach
& town excursions in sunny La
Manzanilla, Jalisco, a quiet little
fishing village about 3 hours south
of Puerta Vallarta on the west coast
of Mexico. Phone 285-3054 or www.
brendadempsey.com.
<414>

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED
Walcan Seafood Ltd is looking
for fit reliable people to work
in a seafood processing plant.
Start rate $12.25. For more
information cal Tom or Lorayne
at 285-3361

FRONT DESK CLERK
Tsa-Kwa-Luten Lodge, the
Oceanfront Resort at Cape
Mudge is seeking an enthusiastic
and conscientious individual to
join our Front Desk staff in a busy
and challenging environment.
This is a part time position with
potential for full time.
Qualifications include selfmotivated, organized, fast paced
and a team player. Previous
office experience along with MS
Word, MS Excel, Internet and
Email would be an asset. No
phone calls please. Apply by fax
to: 250-285-2532 or email to:
tkllodge@connected.bc.ca.
Deadline for applications is
November 25.
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Classifieds
FOR SALE

WOMEN’S WET SUIT ,

BareFit 7mm wet suit size 7-8,
new/unused. retail $400 priced at
$250 firm. Call 285-2573, please
leave a message.

BIZ OPPS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Explore is for sale as a turn key operation,

established gallery and gift shop featuring
regional artists and artisans, books, music,
and clothing, located on beautiful
Quadra Island. Over 15 years
serving the local community and
its visitors. Prime business location
in stable commercial plaza near
Quathiaski Cove ferry terminal.
Lease may be assumed by qualified
buyer. This is an ideal opportunity
for an owner/ operator or couple
looking for a lifestyle change.
Serious inquiries invited.
Contact Kelly Maddison at (250)
-285-3293

SERVICES
AT MOTIF DESIGN we
provide decorating and sewing
ser vic es . We se w cur ta ins,
bedspreads, pillow cases and do
upholstery projects. Hours are 11-5
Tuesday to Saturday. Call 285-2626
or visit us at The Upper Realm in
Quathiaski Cove.
Q-COVE APPLIANCE REPAIR
We are now a full service appliance
repair facility for all of your domestic
appliance needs at affordable
rates. We are a new and used parts
depot for all appliances and carry
a good selection of quality rebuilt
appliances. All come with one-year
warranty on parts and labour. Free
delivery for most of Quadra. Call
285-3425 or cell 202-3425

PHOTOGRAPHY SERVICES

From Art prints for home or office to
family portraits and weddings. Ask
about digital workshops/tutorials. Call
Philip Stone at 285-2234 or email:
pstone@quadraisland.ca
Check out my online galler y at:

www.quadraisland.ca/photography
www.discoveryislander.ca

STORES

AMPED ON NUTRITION

- Quadra Island’s Health Food
Store and Deli. We carry vitamins,
supplements, alternative groceries
and more. Energize yourself with
our delicious, organic vegetarian deli
delights. Combining what you need
with what you want.
Open 10:00 am - 6 pm every day
except closed Sundays and Mondays
285-3142

ACCOMMODATION
COMPANY COMING? Firesign

B&B has Tourism BC approved
accommodations for your family and
friends in our cozy and comfortable
3-bedroom B&B with separate guest
entrance, kitchenette, living room,
Internet and cable TV: your friendly
home away from home 285-3390.
www.firesignbandb.com

FOR RENT
LARGE COMMERCIAL
SPACE for lease at Quathiaski

Cove on Quadra Island. Would be
suitable for office, yoga studio, or
artists sudio Approx.1000 square
ft.. $400 Also smaller office space
for rent. Call 285-2569 for more
information.

$ISCOVERY
0UT YOUR BUSINESS
IN THE SPOTLIGHT
$ISPLAY #LASSIFIED !DS
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For Quathiaski Cove
November 9-23

23
Friday

04:14
08:17
14:27
22:14

4.0
3.3
4.5
0.5

13.1
10.8
14.8
1.6

24
05:12
Saturday 09:06
15:04
22:55

4.3
3.6
4.5
0.3

14.1
11.8
14.8
1.0

25
Sunday

06:05
10:00
15:45
23:40

4.4
3.7
4.4
0.2

14.4
12.1
14.4
0.7

26
06:55
Monday 11:08
16:29

4.5
3.8
4.3

14.8
12.5
14.1

27
00:26
Tuesday 07:45
14:05
17:17

0.3
4.5
3.7
4.1

1.0
14.8
12.1
13.5

28
01:11
Wednesday 08:34
15:32
18:13

0.5
4.5
3.6
3.8

1.6
14.8
11.8
12.5

29
01:57
Thursday 09:23
16:58
19:21

0.9
4.4
3.3
3.4

3.0
14.4
10.8
11.2

30
Friday

02:41
10:09
18:08
20:49

1.2
4.4
2.9
3.1

3.9
14.4
9.5
10.2

01
03:23
Saturday 10:52
19:01
22:38

1.7
4.4
2.5
2.9

5.6
14.4
8.2
9.5

02
Sunday

04:06
11:30
19:45

2.2
4.3
2.2

7.2
14.1
7.2

03
00:33
Monday 04:53
12:04
20:24

3.0
2.6
4.3
1.8

9.8
8.5
14.1
5.9

04
02:14
Tuesday 05:44
12:36
20:58

3.2
3.0
4.2
1.6

10.5
9.8
13.8
5.2

05
03:26
Wednesday 06:41
13:05
21:29

3.5
3.3
4.1
1.3

11.5
10.8
13.5
4.3

06
04:14
Thursday 07:41
13:32
21:57

3.8
3.6
4.1
1.2

12.5
11.8
13.5
3.9

07
Friday

4.0
3.7
4.0
1.0

13.1
12.1
13.1
3.3

04:51
08:37
13:55
22:22
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