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Ferry Schedules
Campbell River - Quadra Island
Crossing Time: 10 minutes

Leave Quadra Island Leave Campbell River
6:15 am 3:05 pm
6:40 am 3:30 pm
†7:05 am **4:00 pm
†7:30 am 4:30 pm
8:00 am 5:00 pm
8:30 am 5:25 pm
9:00 am 5:50 pm
9:30 am 6:15 pm
10:00 am 7:00 pm **10:30 am 7:30 pm
11:00 am 8:00 pm
11:30 am 8:30 pm
12:00 pm 9:00 pm
12:30 pm 9:30 pm
1:00 pm 10:00 pm
1:30 pm 10:30 pm
2:00 pm *11:00 pm
2:30 pm *11:30 pm

Quadra Island - Cortes Island

Crossing Time: 45 minutes
Leave Cortes Island
Leave Quadra Island

† 9:05 am
**11:05 am
1:05 pm
3:05 pm
5:05 pm
6:45 pm

† 7:50 am
9:50 am
11:50 am
**1:50 pm
3:50 pm
5:50 pm

* - Fridays and Saturdays only. † - Daily except Sundays.
** - Tuesday sailings are for Dangerous Cargo - No passengers.
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Island Calendar
Submit your event: eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.
The Regulars
• Quadra Legion - Now open Saturdays only at 4:00pm

Day by day
August 1 - 30 – ‘RETRO-SPECTIVE’ – Catherine Tableau at DRAW Gallery

• Every Monday - Parent and Tots 9:30 am - noon Q.C.C.
• Every Tuesday - Live Jazz at April Point 7 pm
		
- Al-anon meeting, 7.30 pm at the Children’s Centre

Sunday, August 10
- Open Air Concert wi Shane Philip & Guests
festivities start at 2 pm			

Village Square
Quadra Island

• Every Wednesday - Moms and Babes 11 am - noon Q.C.C.
- Life Drawing Sessions with model at Firesign Studio 7-9:30 pm
					
Call Nanci 285-3390

Saturday, August 16
- Surge Fest				
starts at 10 am				

Surge Narrows
Read Island

• Every Thursday - Parent and Tots 9:30 am - noon Q.C.C.
- Prayer Meeting, 7:00pm at Quadra Island Bible Church

- Legion emergency Fundraising Dinner & Auction
Quadra Legion
Steak dinner at 6:30 pm Goods & Services Auction at 8 pm

• Every Saturday - Farmers’ Market 10 am - 2 pm behind Quadra Credit Union
- Legion Meat Draw 5:00pm to 6:30pm
• Every Sunday ‑ Sunday Service QI United Church 11:00 am (Sept.-June)
- Family Worship Service 10:30am Quadra Island Bible Church
- Buddhist Meditation 10:00 am Upper Realm
- Live Jazz at HBI 6:30 pm

Thursday, September 4
- Mother Mother family concert				

Q.C.C.

Friday, September 5
- Mother Mother licensed concert			

Q.C.C.

• 1st and 3rd Wednesday - Food Bank 1-2 Community Centre

Open Air Music
& More at
Village Square

• 3rd Sunday of Month - Raw Food Pot Luck 5 - 7pm 285-3827
• Last Saturday - Bonus $50 cash draw or gift certificate. Quadra Legion 6:30 pm

Next Deadline: Monday, August 11th 2008

Island Calendar online: w w w. d i s c ove r y i s l a n d e r. c a

Head down to Village Square
(home of Cafe Aroma and other
fine Quadra establishments) for an
afternoon of music, food and good
vibes Sunday, August 10th.
The musical line-up is as
follows: 2pm - Art Vipond, 3pm
- Smokey Dymny, 4pm - Shane
Philip.
There will also be food, art,
vendors, hula hoops and more.
Lots of fun for everyone! If you’d
like to set up a vending table call
Aroma at 250-285-2404.

Discovery

Islander

Link to tides &
weather
quadraisland.ca

August 11th
news@discoveryislands.ca

Pinatas!
Check out the wierd and
wacky, the beautiful and elegant:
the results of creative energies
flowing during the pinata week
at the community centre. Bid in
the silent auction and you may be
a proud owner of a new art piece.
Money will go to the Blenkin
Park Play ground. Come MondayFriday 8-2 pm to the community
centre on West Rd. Island visitors
welcome.
www.discoveryislander.ca

Some of the awesome pinatas
at Quadra Community Centre
photo: Philip Stone

Discovery Islander #427 August 1st, 2008 3

Islander

Island Forum

Discovery

Issue 427 August 1st, 2008

Published bi-weekly and distributed free throughout
the Discovery Islands by:

Discovery Islands media & publishing
PO Box 280 Quathiaski Cove,
B.C. V0P 1N0
Tel.: 250 285-2234 Fax: 250 285-2236
701 Cape Mudge Rd.
Office hours: Mon-Thurs 10-4pm
email: news@discoveryislands.ca
Staff Reporter: Tanya Storr
Printing: Castle Printing 285-3695
Opinions expressed in this magazine are those
of the contributors and do not represent the
views of the publisher.
Agreement # 1408585

Printed on recycled paper

Discovery Islands
Publishing

Subscriptions available

Dear Editor,
Just read in your “ Say your piece “ Island
Forum, “ Ted Conover asks why Area J
property owners pay their taxes without
complaint”
I have always been amazed how docile
taxpayers are. One example: there are two
lots on opposite sides of the same road, one
has view of the water the other does not, both
receive the same services but the lot with the
view pays more taxes.
I know, the bureaucrats will tell you that
the lot with view is worth more on the market
therefore it should pay more.

$30.00* for 6 months
$50.00* for 12 months (* includes GST)
Call 250 285-2234 for details

Submission Guidelines
Items for publication are welcomed on subjects
of interest to the Discovery Islands community.
Please help us by following these guidelines:
• Please print handwritten material clearly.
• Electronic items sent by email & must be saved
as Word or rtf formats. Please spell check in
Canadian English. Sorry no floppies.
• No MS Publisher, WordPerfect files or graphics in
Word files please. Send imported graphics separately.
• Please use the title of the item as email subject
& send multiple items in separate emails.
• Please don’t send original irreplaceable
material, make a trip to a copier first!!
• Please remember to caption & credit photos
and artwork. Don’t write on the back of photos
use labels or Postits™.
While every effort is made to include all
items submitted, errors and accidental
omissions do occur and the Discovery
Islander should be only one part of your
publicity efforts.

I fail to see the logic in this reasoning. We
usually pay for services we receive, services
provided to both lots are the same, therefore
the two lots should pay the same taxes.
If the Regional District put that water view
there at some cost, than the higher tax would
be justifiable.
If the services provided would go up in step
with increase in market value than we could
not complain, but that isn’t how it is.
An increase in market value is simply
an unjustified cash grab by the Regional
District.
What to do about this weird logic and the
outragest tax increases? Time for a well
organized tax revolt.
Some of us appeal, write letters etc. but
the majority of tax payers are DOCILE and
led by the nose by bureaucrats who are not
accountable. They want more money? no
problem, just up the mill rate.
Pal Horvath.

Kayakers
I have a slight gripe that I’m sure a few other
remote residents share during this busy “tourist”
season. I appreciate that not all kayakers are as
dim or disrespectful as some of the ones I have
encountered in great numbers this summer.
Lets just say there are miles of uninhabited
coastline where you will find a quiet spot to
stop and take a break, have your snack and
unload your bladders. Us remote resident don’t
take kindly to you doing so on our properties.
Our quaint homes, boathouses, and properties
have not been placed here like some Disneyland
attraction for your pleasure. While you are out on
your kayaking adventure, enjoying this beautiful
vast area, please be respectful of no trespassing
and other “stay out” signs. For those that do,
I, and I’m sure many more remote residents
genuinely thank you.
Sincerely,
“Fed up”

Sir:
Those of us who inhabit Whisky Point want
to announce the winner of the biennial Whiskey
Point Pot Hole Golf Tournament, conducted over
the past few months on Noble and Helanton
Roads, and their offspring, in the Cove.

The envelope please...
AND THE WINNER IS! Emcon Services
(sic) Ltd. our favourite (read only) road
maintenance outfit!
The award is based upon the recent sloppy,
careless, negligent, whimsical, bumpy, poorly/
underdone, incomplete, rough, shoddy (am I
boring you all here?) or just not done at all in
the case of Noble Road, where holes 5-9 remain
as heretofore, job of “paving” done by those
attentive folks at Emcon over the past few
weeks. Oh. You were wondering about those
holes 5-9 were you? On the books since the early
spring of 2007, and now scheduled no doubt for
the 2009-10 budget. But those (former MTH)
top floor guys, now shareholders in Emcon must
just love those April Fools dividend cheques that
we pay for. So: this is all you get guys - no funds
left for a trophy.
But watch this space for next years’ winner!
‘cause we’re going annual! And to those folks
at Emcon, there’s an election next spring,
don’t you know? And don’t be thinking we’ll
be forgetting you thenabouts!
Yours truly (not!);
John Grant

Articles, letters and artwork are all welcome for publication in ‘Island Forum’

Next Deadline

Opinions & endorsements expressed herein are those of the contributors and do not represent the views of the publisher.
If you would like to see an alternative point of view represented submit something yourself. We reserve the right to edit for space and content.

7 pm. Monday, August 11th
4

I want to thank the Quadra Island RCMP
staff for doing such a wonderful job in
retrieving our belongings that were stolen from
our house. We were surprised and delighted
to hear that most of our stuff was recovered.
I was sorry to hear that so many wonderful
Quadra people were affected so deeply by
these residential and commercial break and
enters and thefts.

sincerely
Dianna Brooks

© Discovery Islander 2008 All Rights Reserved

and

Thank you - Thank you - Thank you

Thank you RCMP for such a great job. And
for helping me take our belongings home again.
Your wonderful!!

Publisher/Editor: Philip Stone

Media

Say your piece: eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

Next deadline 7pm August 11th
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Thank You RCMP
I just wanted to thank you profusely to
the ambulance team and the dedicated ferry
crew who woke up in the middle of the night
to help my son with his emergency the other
week. I have complained before and I feel
sorry for doing so. Forgive me. Such selfless
acts are truly God given. If we all were like
you the world would be a better place. Island
love works! Thank you and I will try to pass
the love on.
Suzanne Chickite

Canada Day - another
great Quadra event.
It never ceases to amaze us - the great support
that the Quadra community gives for events like
Canada day. It takes many volunteer’s hours and
much financial support. Having been involved in
the Canada day seafood pasta dinner this year we
found the community’s support was amazing.
We have many to thank for their ongoing
commitment to Canada day.
First - the fine team of prep workers, cooks,
servers, and pot scrubbers. Great team work.
Island Sea Farm - thanks for pulling us out of a
hole (when a mussel farm on Cortes Island pulls
out all the stops to supply 70 pounds of mussels
when most other mussel farms on the B C coast
had been closed down the week before Canada
day, then offers to donate them, it doesn’t get
much better!)
Walcan is one of the supporters who are always
called on for Quadra events. They are asked for
ice and product donations many times in a year
- the salmon, prawns, the mussel processing, and
the ice- all donated without question. Thanks for
your continued community support.
Whether it be May Day or Canada Day or
other community events, the Heriot Bay Tru
Value store goes to the wall with its suppliers to
come up with almost all of the supplies provided
at no cost, donating most of the balance - thanks
for the support Kent.
Canada Day committee - without an organizing
committee of hard working volunteers who are
there first thing in the morning and are still
working well after we all leave, this event would
not have happened.
Then they have the main events - the dogs,
the music, the cakes, the belly dancers, the kid’s
activities, and the fire twirlers- wrapping it all
up with a professional fireworks display, which
is provided only with the financial support of
individual Quadra residents through personal
donations.
And most of the thanks go to those who came
out and enjoyed - you must enjoy the event, as
it’s getting bigger every year!
Thanks Quadra! Thanks Canada!
Barb and John Baumfield
www.discoveryislander.ca

Respect for others

about the trail, fence, orchard and his reply was “Yes,
a very nice place to camp isn’t it?”.

I suppose I should reply (defend?) my sign
and by association myself. Hell NO I will not
defend, apologize or explain what I do on my
own land as that is the essence of privacy. But it
will be my pleasure to have some fun with it.

I asked if he owned a home, he said he did. I
then suggested I would like to camp in his yard
when I next came to Vancouver. I thought I
saw a ‘light flicker’ at that but his reply was he
didn’t think it was a good idea. At this point we
entered into ‘aggressive negotiations’.

For the distressed six year old, with the amazing
command of the written word, I offer a lesson in
literary conundrums, it’s called an ‘oxymoron’,
or contradictory ideas, ie: ‘Cheerfully Beaten’.
this allows the reader to choose an interpretation
based on their own approach to life.
Now let’s look at ‘trespassers’. This refers
to someone who has already broken a moral
and legal law of aggression upon others.
Sadly enough I was forced to put up a sign
as people were trespassing in many ways. The
worst was driving to the end of the road in
view of my home and sitting there pit-lamping
(shooting deer with lights), while throwing
cigarette butts and beer cans on my land.
Some people obviously disagree with my
actions, in which case I offer the pleasure to
them. If they would publish their addresses or
put up a ‘Hunters Welcome’ sign the can have
this dubious pleasure themselves.
Also a red and white dirt bike (I haven’t caught
him yet) was chewing up the surface which caused
me to refinish the road at my cost, of course. Plus
there has been theft. If these are the ‘new people’
who are moving to my island then please leave.
Basically trespass means the invasion of X on Y.
In this world of increasing violence it is probably the
most heinous of crimes, starting that ‘slippery slope’
from trespass to theft to torture and finally murder
(genocide). Just ask the people in Tibet, Afghanistan,
Iraq etc... what they think of trespassers, at least
those that are still alive. More respect for the ‘rights
of others’ and a lot less ‘justifiable trespass’ would
make the world a far better place.

Rebuttal to Cally.
I love these observations: she states she was
accosted by an ‘angry man’ It took a while
to figure out who this was, as it was not me.
It turns out it was a Native friend who has
permission to travel on my land and he was red
in the face because of his lineage not anger.
She says she ‘respected the man’s word’ but
she had to trespass again to take the picture
which was published. Also she says she hunted
around for a ‘No Trespassers’ sign and couldn’t
find one, this would also be trespass. Oh that sign,
a pleasant ‘No Trespass’ was stolen. So I replaced
it with another that was witty and ebullient, you
know, something with character.
The ‘justifiable attitude’ that it was a ‘big road’
is humourous as it reminds me of another trespass I
had to deal with. A fellow walked up my man-made
trail from the beach, climbed over a seven foot fence
and proceeded to set up camp, tent and all, in my
orchard. I went out and asked him what he was
doing, he said “Setting up camp”. I questioned him

On a personal note to say that I threatened
violence is interesting as I was one of the original
hippies who fought hard to create a better world
for everyone, but we lost and the fear-mongers
have won. So all we can do is create a nucleus of
serenity and share it with those we choose.

Comments on ‘Road Hazard’.
Due to the fact Mr. Jensen has only been on My
Island less than 15 years his opinion is invalid as it
requires being born here or 25 years of residency
to be allowed to have one [an opinion].
I’ve been here over 30 years and my son was
born here as well as my mother is buried here. this
makes my opinion valid. Also I’d be willing to bet
he probably trespassed numerous times on his
drives around the island, as in those days we could
allow common decency to prevail as opposed to
blockades and signs which are necessary now.
And yes, I’d agree that Len is a good man,
I’ve known him a long time. i imagine though
that the fact he make’s his living selling and
developing real estate that he is inclined to be
more than receptive to foreigners.
I am very distressed that I have saddened
someone with words and fear greatly the cost
to taxpayers in psychiatric bills if he ever learns
about starving children or land mines.
I suppose I have a strange sense of humour (I’m
politically challenged) but at least I have one, and in
this world of political correctness having character
has become rare. Personally I rather like people with
character, they’re interesting, challenging etc...
As to the ‘right to bear arms’ I already
have that as I operate a commercial farm with
livestock which gives me the right to ‘bear
arms’ 24-7 to protect my livelihood. So I don’t
need to go anywhere to achieve this.
I would strongly suggest to anyone who
thinks trespass is a ‘soft crime’ not to go to the
good old USA as there they can shoot and kill
you for it with no fear of prosecution.
Hopefully the fact that some people here
have this right on this island will not force him
to leave. I would suggest some counselling to
help him with his phobias.
OH!!!! I forgot to mention that the sign in
question has been stolen (by a trespasser), hopefully
for its uniqueness not because it frightened or
saddened them. I have more so don’t worry.
I imagine I might get replies and I welcome
them - ‘Bring it on’.
Baron Bob
major land holder, south end Quadra
PS” Please ask permission before trespassing
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Area I Regional Director’s Report
August 1, 2008

F

ew people realize that prior to being
elected regional director I hadn’t
owned a vehicle for many years. This
was a conscious decision because I recognized
way back then that personal vehicles were a
huge contributor to carbon and greenhouse
gas emissions (ghg). However, the role of
regional director requires the use of a vehicle
so an affordable, used, fuel-efficient car was
obtained. Since then use of the vehicle is kept
as minimal as possible.
The cost of fuel is a new development in
the decision-making process surrounding
vehicular use. Cost and ghg emissions influence
many decisions regarding vehicle use including
attendance at social gatherings. This summer
there is an interesting array of island venues
from which to choose—festivals, art shows,
the museum, galleries, dances, concerts, private
parties, and meetings. Venues accessible via foot
are preferred, followed by those that incorporate
other reasons to use a vehicle such as distance
and carrying capacity. These factors are also
making decisions to take a trip to town aboard
a BC Ferry much more complex.

Ferry Fare Fuel
Surcharge Increase
John Sprungman, Chair of the local Ferry
Advisory Committee, does such an amazing job
keeping everyone informed about ferry related
issues, that I rarely feel compelled to write
about them. However, today ferry-dependent
communities will be hit with another ferry
fare increase via a fuel surcharge. The cost to
a vehicle and driver travelling from Campbell
River to Cortes Island will increase by $7.10
bringing the total fare increases since 2003
to well over 100%. The fuel surcharge will
be applied as a flat fee, meaning Experience
Card and Commuter Ticket holders pay the
exact amount as someone paying with cash.
This actually means that Experience Card
and Commuter Ticket holders pay a higher
percentage increase than someone paying cash
and further erodes the savings associated with
these methods of payment.
In recent interviews, Minister of
Transportation and Highways, Kevin
Falcon, has lumped the ferry system with
the transportation industry, equating it with
airlines, railways, and trucking companies.
This leads one to believe that requests to
recognize the ferry as part of the highway
system has fallen on deaf ears. A similar fate
has befallen requests for increased government
subsidies to offset the fare and fuel-surcharge
increases. Somehow, Minister Falcon sees the
minor ferry routes as having an operational
subsidy unique unto itself. He refuses to see
that highway maintenance, snow and avalanche
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by Jenny Hiebert
clearance, bridge reconstruction, and the
massive development of the Sea-to-Sky Highway
as a subsidy to the communities they serve.
I won’t send much time discussing this
because I know John has a detailed report
elsewhere in this issue. However, I sincerely
hope every resident of every coastal community
feeling the negative effects of this provincial
governments ferry policies remembers this
when they cast a ballot in the May 2009
provincial election.

Meeting with Island Timberland’s
A wide cross-section of island residents,
numbering over one hundred, gathered at
Manson’s Hall July 3 to meet with Island
Timberland (IT) representatives. The meeting
was organized in response to the appearance of
flagging ribbon on the private landholdings of IT.
Residents wanted to learn what intentions IT
has for their land and also to express community
values, expectations, and a willingness to work
toward a positive outcome. (Minutes from the
meeting are available on www.cortesisland.com.
Scroll down to the July 18 posting titled “Cortes
meets with Island Timberlands.”)
Visions of the clear-cut logging that took
place at the corner of Bartholomew and Sutil
Point Roads and the failed attempts to establish a
consultative process to include community values
in that particular forest management plan were
foremost in the minds of resident’s that attended.
These past experiences led to an atmosphere
where distrust was mingled with the hope that
IT would recognize the unique opportunity of
working with the community to create a different
forestry model here. A consistent call for sensible
logging models permeated the discussion.
IT will use the remainder of this year to
complete the assessment of their Cortes Island
holdings. They assured those present that they will
continue to meet with island residents to gather
input and will present a plan to the community
once it is formulated. It was very clearly stated that
there would be no road construction this year.
The island awaits notification from IT of a
follow-up community meeting. Meanwhile, a
meeting of those interested in participating in
a number of focus groups has been scheduled.
Anyone interested in participating should
contact Zoë Miles at pomegranate@resist.ca.
If you have any questions about these or any
other issues feel free to contact me at 935-6488
Monday through Friday 9:00 am to 4 pm. (No
early morning, late night or weekend calls,
please.) If you get the answering machine try
my cell phone--202-6488. You can also email
me at brijen@oberon.ark.com anytime.
Respectfully Submitted by Jenny Hiebert—
Regional Director
www.discoveryislander.ca

Surcharges Up Fares 20%,
Falcon Talks Service Cuts
by John Sprungman, Chair, Ferry Advisory Committee

C

ard-carrying Quadra and Cortes
ferry users will pay about 20%
more, starting today, when new
fuel surcharges are added to almost all of BC
Ferries’ fares due to an unanticipated leap in
the cost of fuel this year. Last year BC Ferries
says it spent $86.8 million for fuel. This year
they expect the bill to be $140 million.
Last week the B.C. Ferry Commission
approved surcharges of 17.6% for the 18 minor
routes, 10.3% for the major runs between
Vancouver Island and the mainland, and
9.2% for service from Horseshoe Bay to the
Sunshine Coast.
Those percentages, however, relate to
average fare prices that are higher than the
prepaid Experience Card rates and lower than
the single trip cash fares. The dollar amounts
of the surcharges will be the same whether you
pay with your card or with cash (See Table).
The result is increases between 19.5% and
21.2% on card fares but “only” 11.9 % to
12.6% on the cash prices.
The surcharges raise the prepaid cost of a
Campbell River-Quadra Island roundtrip for
two people in an underheight vehicle from
$19.35 to $23.45, a 21.2% increase.
The same trip cost $10.65 in 2003 when the
Liberal government passed legislation quasiprivatizing BC Ferries and requiring the new
company to move toward user pay in an effort
to reduce provincial subsidies.
A Cortes-bound couple in a car will see
$53.90 deducted from their card account for
a roundtrip to Campbell River. That’s a 20.3%
increase from $44.80. The same trip cost
$26.17 in 2003.

Three weeks earlier, the FAC Chairs
submitted a paper to Transportation Minister
Kevin Falcon, calling on the provincial
government to work with them to develop a
strategy to “ensure the long-term sustainability
of coastal ferry service.” We’re still waiting for
a response.

Clark, a former Liberal MLA and Minister
of Education, then said, “Lots of those ferries,
at least on the smaller routes, are jammed, at
least in the summer, if you reduce the level of
service, if that’s one of the things that you’re
considering, won’t you just make it way harder
for people to get on the ferries?”

Falcon on Christy Clark

“Yeah, and clearly you wouldn’t want to do it
in peak seasons,” Falcon replied. “Nobody’s saying
let’s do anything stupid here, but I think that one
of the discussions at least we can start to have with
those communities is to say, look, if we can find
some savings by reducing frequency, particularly
during the times of the year where it’s not peak,
where you haven’t got the jam situation, maybe
that might make some sense. I don’t know. I just
think that’s a discussion that’s probably worth
having as part of a broader discussion to how we
all work together to deal with this.”

On the day the surcharge was approved,
CKNW radio’s Christy Clark had Falcon on
her show and asked, “Is there going to be
any more money from the Province to help
bear the burden of these increased fuel costs,
Minister?”
“Certainly not in the short term,” he said,
“because we’ve run some numbers on this,
trying to figure out how we can deal with it,
and, Christy, I can tell you and I can tell all the
listeners out there: it’s gets very, very expensive
very, very quickly. So that’s not the answer.
“I think,” he added, “we’re going to have to
look at, talk to the communities about service
levels, try and figure out ways we can run the
system maybe a little more intelligently.”
“You mean reducing service levels?” she
asked.
“Possibly reducing the number of trips to
certain of the islands,” Falcon said, “possibly
looking at, as ferries has talked about, maybe
there’s got to be a separate card or fee that
can be for those that live fulltime on islanddependent (sic) communities. There might be
something they can do there.”

Repeatedly Falcon referred to lump sum
numbers to claim that the province is not only
providing a lot of money for ferries but also an
increased amount each year.
Clark suggested ferry users will look at the
billions the government is spending on the
Sea-to-Sky highway, the Gateway project and
lower mainland transit, and “they’ll say your
priorities are quite clear: they don’t lie with
people who live in coastal communities.”
“Well, explain that to me,” Falcon shot back.
“Show me one other community that gets
over $150 million every single year to support
transportation. Name the community.”
Continued overleaf, see: Spinning

The Liberals have managed to more than
double our fares to both islands in less than
five years by forcing BC Ferries to pass through
increased expenses to its customers.
Adding surcharges of equal amounts to
both card and cash fares also narrows the gap
between the two. Yesterday the card price was
57.8% of the cash price to Quadra. Today
it’s 62.5%. The ratio from Campbell River to
Cortes was 61.4%. Now it’s 65.6%.
Two days before the Ferry Commission
approved the surcharges, the chairs of the
coast’s 12 Ferry Advisory Committees sent
the media a news release warning that
“surging ferry fares could threaten the
viability of BC Ferries’ whole system and
cause substantial economic and social trauma
to coastal communities.”
www.discoveryislander.ca
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Spinning The Numbers
In fact, it’s hard to even count the
number of coastal and island communities
that benefit from the 22 ferry routes which
are partially supported by the government’s
service fee.
As for Falcon’s $150 million, he’s
rounding up from the 2008 fiscal year total
of $148.6 million, to which the federal
government contributed $25.8 million,
an annual subsidy for public marine
transportation as an extension of the
Trans-Canada highway system.
This tax money covers a lot of different
expenses for which the province reimburses
BC Ferries, including about $31.7 million
for the northern routes and $17.3 million
for travel by seniors, students and medical
patients on all the routes, more than half
of that on the three major routes.
The remaining $100.6 million went to
service fees that included 19 BC Ferriesoperated routes and eight routes which
BCF has contracted out.
The net service fee for the 18 minor
routes which include Quadra and Cortes
has been between $69 and $70 million
since 2003. There’s been no significant
increase in our service fee while our fares
have doubled.
There won’t be a surcharge on the
northern routes because the government is
covering their extra fuel costs for the runs
between Port Hardy and Prince Rupert
and from Rupert to the Queen Charlotte
Islands.

Senior Housing News
OVERWHELMING is the best word to
describe the turnout at Saturday’s Steak
Dinner –we planned for 82, and over 100
showed up!   Apologies to latecomers who
had to wait while we ran out (3 times) for
more steaks, and you didn’t get a baked
potato or salad.
Thank you all for supporting Senior
Housing in this way—we’ll do better
next time.
When the bills are paid we will report
the profit on this event.
Special thanks to kitchen help Muriel,
Grace, Kurt, Ken, Marg, Len, Marilyn,
Rolf, Carol, and friends and neighbors who
pitched in at dishwashing time. Kudos to
our BBQ cooks Bill and Billy, and to Barb
who took over after the boys went to play
hockey. Also Frank who sold tickets at the
Legion meat draw, and Win & Marg who
baked dessert. Thank you all.
More good news - our membership
is now 135 and counting - 20 sold on
Saturday.!
We now have our 12th member in the
1000 Club -- only 49 more needed !!
Submitted by Bob Lasby, publicity &
fundraising

Falcon told Cristy Clark that the north
“is a particularly unique situation where
they have a 16-hour journey. That utilizes
a heck of a lot of fuel, and, for small ferrydependent communities, they clearly are
going to need some help on a long journey
like that.”
The question remains: when are our
small ferry-dependent communities going
to deserve some help on our shorter
journeys?
The day after the surcharges were
approved, Premier Gordon Campbell
announced a federal-provincial partnership
to spend $231 million on upgrading B.C.
highways.
The first project: $79 million for a new
9km, four-lane road between Winfield
(pop. 10,000, like Salt Spring Island) and
Oyama (pop., 1,000, like nearby Galiano
Island). The new road will be built just
west of an existing two-lane provincial
highway that connects the two towns
which lie between Kelowna and Vernon
in a Liberal riding.
Priorities.

8

Discovery Islander #427 August 1st, 2008

www.discoveryislander.ca

News and Events
Submit your event: eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

Body Sculpting
Body sculpting is a strength
training workout that combines
muscular strength, endurance,
cardiovascular conditioning and
flexibility.
You will burn calories, increase
your muscle tone and produce a
higher muscle to fat ratio.
Body sculpting exercises built
up strength and endurance,
prevent osteoporosis, increases
muscle function and can reduce
loads on joints.
The class is suitable for all
fitness levels.
Join us for a fun group workout
to great music.
Classes are Monday nights
6:30- 8:00pm at the Community
Hall
Drop in available $ 8
For questions call Marion at
285 2896

Quadra Legion
Quadra Island Legion Lounge
open every Saturday at 4:00pm.
Complimentary pool tables, darts
and shuffleboard. Meat draws
support Quadra Island based
non-profit organizations every
Saturday 5:00pm to 6:30pm. New
and established members with
guests welcome. See you at the
Legion!

Need To Raise
Funds For Your
Organization?
Host a dinner in the Quadra
Legion Hall! You promote the
event, design the menu, and sell
tickets while we provide the
facility, the starch and the salad.
Invest your Heriot Bay Store Spirit
Board Points and get a big Return
on your Investment. No Spirit
Board points? No problem. To
book a date or get more info, call
Len Lamb at 285-3354.

Mother Mother is coming to the Community Centre
to share their “ear candy” (CBC) pop music with Quadra
Island and to celebrate their upcoming release of their
sophomore CD of original songs “O MY Heart”.

Sept. 4th-Family Concert with Courtenay-rooted/
Vancouver-based songtress, Jasmin Parkin to open.
Sept 5th-Licensed Concert/Dance with reunited local
band Bonafide to open. Concerts catered by Kameleon.
Tickets on sale in August at Book Bonanza At-TheCove and Music Plant.

Saturday, August 16

Surge Fest

Join us in Surge Narrows,
Read Island, to celebrate the
movement towards sustainable
living. Bring your ideas and
experiences (renewable energy
systems, gardening tips, wild
harvesting techniques, recipes,
etc) to share in the discussion
circles starting at 1pm, and come
prepared to groove to diverse live
music (Miss Emily Brown, OK
Giraffe, Maticulous and more)
throughout the late afternoon and
evening. A walking tour will leave
at 10am that will show beautiful
protected land, our salmon bearing
stream and salmon enhancement
project, as well as a sustainable
homestead. Food will be available
for purchase and we will be raffling
off local artwork to raise money
for our salmon enhancement
project. Please contact Sheila
at fashedo@hotmail.com if you
would like to make a presentation
during the event or if you would
like more information.
www.discoveryislander.ca
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Catherine Tableau
featured artist for
August at DRAW
‘Retro-Spective’ Catherine
Tableau is the featured artist for
the month of August at DRAW
Gallery mixed media paintings.
These ‘walls’ aspire to evoke
earth’s natural beauty from
which we come from and will
return through imprints, textures
and cracks which calls for a touch
or caress. Through colour and
medium, she enters primitive
territories and the surface,
whether serene or chipped, or
the peeling of damaged surface
testifies the effect of time and is
ephemeral. These ‘walls’ are for
her an invitation to meditation,
to stationary travelling. As
Antoni Tápies says, each of
her paintings is an attempt to
‘directly attain silence’.  
Opening is First Friday
August 1st 6 - 8pm. The Gallery
is open Thursday through
Saturday from 12-6pm. DRAW
Gallery is located at Village
Square, in the rear – just follow
the signs. Drop by and see the
show next time you are at the
Square. Everyone welcome.

Book Bonanza At-The-Cove
has signed copies of Dr.
Rudi Unterthiner’s “FACES,
SOULS, AND PAINTED
CROWS”...the poweful
story of a cosmetic surgeon
torn between his work in
Hollywood and his calling as
a healer to the native people
of Mexic’s Baja. His Native
American wife teaches
him about the power of
forgiveness amd the true
connection between “faces
and souls”.

Free Wood Association
The Free Wood Association
is a small group of community
volunteers whose sole purpose
is to supply free wood to elders,
single parents and low-income
families & individuals in
emergency situations only during
the Winter months, starting after
Thanksgiving weekend.

project. We need some young
folks to assist our age 60 and older
volunteer wood cutters. Secondly,
we need more money to built
a temporary shelter behind the
Community Centre and a small
construction crew to complete it.
Finally, new sources of wood are
always helpful. Call us.

While we can supply small
amounts of wood for free in
emergency situtations, we to not
have the capacity to subsitute for
your regular Winter season wood
supplier.

Many thanks to the people and
local businesses that have helped
us so far. The wood cutters, with
axe in hand, are Paul Bishop, Ben
Leonard, Michael Mascall, Bruce
Bjornson, John Parkyn, Steve
Moore, and Phillip. The much
appreciated wood suppliers are
Greg Hewitt, Vinay & Alison
Chafekar, Catriona O’Curry
& Bob Harris, Urwin Harden
from Camp Homewood, Casy
Goldmond, Grant Hayden and
Mick & Nicky McMahan. Also
many thanks to the generous
money donors for the project
which include Hummingbird
Office Supply, Quadra Foods,
Heriot Bay Store, Mary McIntosh,
Steve Moore and Tracy, who
works at the HBI. Also On Root
Greenhouse gave us shelter for
wood.

During the long, long Winter of
2007-2008, we were able to assist
nearly forty people who needed
such emergency help. Volunteers
were able to direct them to a
community wood pile and assist in
the loading of a vehicle. In the case
a a few single elders, home delivery
was arranged.
The Quadra Community
Centre has kindly provided space
for stacking wood during the
Summer months. So far we have
raised $700 towards the building
of a temporary shelter behind the
Community Centre but, for now,
we can simple stack wood on the
ground. Hopefully, the shelter
will be completed by the end of of
the Summer.
The urgent need is for volunteer
wood cutters to help process all the
generous offerings of wood that
we have received. Needless to
say, this is a very labour intensive

Of course, we are asking other
individuals and local businesses
to asist us with money, labour and
wood. Please phone Steve Moore
at 285-3323 or Paul Bishop at 3852766 if you can help in any way.
Donations can be placed in the
Free Wood Association account at
the Quadra Credit Union.

Where can you find...
Quadra Island - weather, tides,
coming events, news accommodations,
Google™, Yahoo™, webmail, links to local
businesses and societies?

www.quadraisland.ca

The author’s own life as
surgeon, miner, pilot, ski
instructor, husband and
father provided the material
for this fascinating novel.
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RCMP Report
During the past two weeks
there has been a variety of calls
for service. Some of these calls
included; a Theft from a boat,
persons Drunk in Public, several
driving complaints, an assault
and a few common complaints of
Disturbing the Peace. One person
was transported to Campbell River
and lodged in cells due to their high
level of intoxication.
Thefts from boats has been an
ongoing issue in our area for as long
as I can remember. However, as
some of you may attest, we can help
deter this type of property crime
and others, with the assistance
of our friends and neighbours
who can watch over the docks
and our neighbours property. If
you see someone that you believe
just doesn’t belong, please do not
hesitate to contact the RCMP and
provide some details of what you
have seen.
By all means, do not feel
compelled to leave your identity,
as your report can remain strictly
anonymous but still be every bit
as valuable. Further to this, with
the sky rocketing gas prices, you
may wish to consider purchasing a
locking gas cap. A small price and
inconvenience, for what is now
becoming a huge hit to all of our
wallets.

Music on Quadra
Quadra Island is amazingly
alive with music this Summer
of 2008. The Heriot Bay Inn
has live dancing music every
Friday Night, starting at 9 p.m.
and the new Landing Bar &
Grill also offers live Rock and
Roll bands every Saturday Night,
staring at 8 p.m.
In addition, jazz fans are
also in luck with the April Point
offering local area Jazz trios
every Tuesday night, starting at
7 p.m. The Heriot Bay Inn also
presents live Jazz every Sunday
night in the dining room, starting
at 6:30 p.m.
Local music also includes
“Open Mikes” allowing Quadra
residents & visitors to perform
music, drama, poetry or whatever
they please. Mo leads an open
mike at the HBI every Saturday
Night from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Smokey leads a new open
mike at the Aroma Cafe very
Thursday Night from 7:30 p.m.
to 9:30 p.m.
Rock & Roll, Dancing, Jazz
& Open Mikes are happening all
over Quadra Island. Check local
ads and see who is performing.
Come join in the fun.  

What Do You Want More of in Your Life?
If you were to fully live your life, what are the changes you would start
to make? What would you try now if you knew you could not fail?

Many people today seek out a personal trainer to work with them
in attaining physical fitness goals. Imagine having a personal “trainer”
to help you work towards your life goals. Having a life coach is a step
towards achieving what you want in your life. Coaching can help you
define your life purpose, values & beliefs, as well as setting goals to
improve finances, career, physical health and wellbeing. When an
athlete is blocked a sports coach may guide and inspire the athlete
through the block so that the athlete may compete at a higher level. We
also have times in our lives when we feel stuck or blocked and a life
coach can help to move you through those times by guiding, inspiring
and encouraging.
Life & Wellness coaching focuses on what you want and for this
reason the agenda is determined by you. Coaching is based on the belief
that the client possesses the answers required for their success, and the
coach provides an empowering arena for the client to make their personal
discoveries. A life coach does not provide “answers” or make promises
that coaching will fix your situation as the answers and direction must
come from you. Life coaches are not counselors or therapists. Coaching
sessions are based in the present and are future oriented.

At the present time there are four self-appointed accreditation
bodies for life coaching. They are the International Coaching Council,
the International Coach Federation, the International Association of
Coaching, and the European Coaching Institute. These organizations are
privately owned and at the present time do not undergo any independent
supervisory board evaluations.
L.I.F.E. and Wellness Coaching will be opening in September 2008,
at the Vitalis Wellness Centre in the Cove. I look forward to supporting
and celebrating your self discovery and success!
Tucker Dinnes

Here is a heads up for those of
you still not sure or slightly absent
minded with regards to the speed
limits on Quadra Island. The posted
speed limit on West Road and Heriot
Bay / Cape Mudge Road is still
60kmh. Please be aware and cautious
around areas such as Cramer Road,
50kmh and Rebecca Spit, 30kmh.
There is an abundance of kids and
pets in both these areas, especially
at the Spit this time of year! We will
be monitoring these areas as well
as the “West Road Indy”. With the
overloads at the Ferry during the
summer, I am sure there are few of
us racing towards the ferry for the
anticipated last minute arrival. But
please be reminded, with summer
comes many people walking, cycling
and of course those lovely Scooters
sharing the road with you.
Kindest regards,
Craig Peterson (Cpl.)
NCO I/C
Quadra Island RCMP
www.discoveryislander.ca
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Urgent Fundraiser
The Quadra Legion Executive is hosting an
emergency fund raising dinner and auction
on Saturday August 16, 2008 to try and keep
the Legion OPEN. A steak dinner will start
at 6:30pm with a goods and services auction
following at 8:00pm. Executive members
will be contacting local businesses for their
support which will be gratefully appreciated.
We encourage community support and
participation. For dinner tickets, call Len
Lamb at 250-285-3354. Thank you and see
you at the Legion!

Brian Scott’s Marine
Link Exhibition
When Gerry Adams, owner and dispatcher
from Marine Link offered artist, Brian Scott,
a trip on MV Aurora Explorer, Brian jumped
at the chance. Like most people, Brian had
seen Marine Link on “BC Moments” on the
Knowledge Network. The results of this trip
are Brian Scott’s exhibition coming to the
Tidemark Theatre Lobby this August. Come
down and meet the artist at the opening
reception, Thursday, August 7th (5-8pm).

Celebrate BC Day
on the Water
The Museum at Campbell River is pleased
to celebrate British Columbia Day by launching
two boat expeditions, on August 4, as part of
the 2008 Summer Historic Boat Tours. We
offer two routes to choose from: the Sonora
Island tour and the Cortes Island tour. The
Sonora Island Tour runs from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. In addition to exploring the mesmerizing
ecological wonders of Sonora, Quadra, Maurelle
and Read Island shores, this tour will stop for
lunch at Dent Island Lodge.
The Cortes Island Tour runs from1:00 to
5:00 p.m. This tour will give you a breathtaking
overview of the historic profile and magnificence
natural beauty of Cortes Island and the
surrounding Discovery Islands.
The tour is offered through a partnership
between the Museum at Campbell River and
Discovery Marine Safaris. This is one of a
series of Discovery Islands’ tours offered by
the Museum this summer. All trips are on
the website at www.crmuseum.ca. The cost
is $175.00 per person, including lunch, for the
Sonora Island Tour and $155.00 for the Cortes
Island Tour. Call the Museum at 287-3103 to
register. Space is limited so please register early.
Explore the Discovery Islands this summer!
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The artist shot 900 digital images in five
days – a testament to the beauty and novelty
of the Discovery Coast. One of the artist’s
favourite stories and paintings is Orford Bay
and the grizzlies. Heike Wieske, of Discovery
Marine Safaris, started a partnership with the
Homalco First Nation to take eco-tourists for
a close up adventure with the grizzlies that
are abundant in the area and, interestingly,
the tour boats that they use are manufactured
by Daigle Marine Ltd. Scott told this story to
a young couple from Florida visiting his Black
Creek Gallery and she loved the idea that a
woman ran the eco-tourism business together
with the First Nations and the tour boats were
locally manufactured.
Come down to the Tidemark to
see the new direction that Brian Scott’s art
is taking. For more information about the
Marine Link Show, contact the Campbell River
Arts Council (250) 923-0213, www.crarts.
ca. For more information about Discovery
Marine Safaris (250) 287-7008, www.
adventurewhalewatching.com

www.discoveryislander.ca

A Great Hullabaloo!
Thank you Quadra Islanders, visitors,
entertainers, HBI staff, and co-ordinator
extrodinaire Lisa Lee for making The
Heriot Bay Inn’s first annual Hullabaloo a
fun filled day! Over $1,000.00 was raised
for the Community Centre playground
and other Island charities. Emily Yates
is our official HERIOT BAY SURVIVOR
and winner of a $200.00 Heriot Bay Inn
prize package and $100.00 cash!
Thanks to Hummingbird Office and
Art Supply, Cafe Aroma and On Root
Greenhouse for event prizes. A beautiful
day, delicious food, games, music, clowns,
balloons, happy painted faces, crafts, kite
making and flying...who could ask for
more? See you next year!

Quadra
Farmers’ Market
The Quadra Island Farmers’ Market
welcomes everyone to this year’s community
market. The market is located behind the
Credit Union in Quathiaski Cove and takes
place every Saturday (rain or shine) between
10 am and 2 pm from May 3rd to September
13th.

Paint Out with Firesign in
August and September
Want to have some fun with water
colours and water media? On August
1, for just one day, Dianne Bersea
will take us out to the beaches and
forests of Quadra to paint the beauty.
No previous experience necessary,
contact Nanci for a suggested materials
list. Only $99 includes a delicious bag
lunch. Dianne Bersea also teaches
August 25-29 at Firesign Studio, “The
Art of the Watercolour Study”. For
details, see the Firesign website at www.
firesignartanddesign.com
Exciting news! John Stewart Pryce,
painter from Sunderland Ontario,
honorary Signature Member of the
International Plein Air Painters, will be
painting out on Quadra Island. John will
teach a 5-day workshop September 1-5
for any media, and stay and participate
in the 3rd Annual Quadra Island Plein
Air Paint Out September 6 & 7. “Plein
air” means painting out in the fresh
air. Look for more information on the
Firesign website or call Nanci, 250285-3390.t

Art Show at the Sybil
Andrews Cottage
The Campbell River Arts Council is
proud to present, “Cottage Views,” and
exhibition of various viewpoints of the
cottage itself and vantage points from the
cottage of the surrounding landscape. Artists
include, Brian Scott, J.F. Mortenson, Ken
Blackburn, Mary Teer, Heather Hughson,
Angela Hanusa and Sheri Hayward, to name
a few. Besides paintings, there are also cards,
prints, bookmarks and postcards for sale. This
exhibition will be at the Sybil Andrews Cottage,
2131 South Island Highway (in Willow Point)
from July to the end of August (except August
19-26 when Terry Cole has a showing of her
ever popular landscape paintings). Hours will
be 1-4 Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday and
1-3 Saturday and Sunday. Drive by – if the
sign is out – come on in and enjoy your own
“views” of the Cottage.

We would like to welcome back all our
regular vendors as well as any new ones who
would like to join in. We would especially like
to see more locally grown produce for sure and
maybe more locally made crafts as well. We will
continue with a first come first serve basis and
the gate will open at 8 am for your setup.
The vendor setup fee is $5 each while
children under 16 will be charged $1 per
setup. Local community and charitable
organizations are not charged a setup fee for
their participation.
Market parking is accessed from Green
Road. PLEASE use it and encourage others to
do the same as the main Credit Union parking
lot needs to be kept available for the Credit
Union’s customers.
If you are a visitor to Quadra Island please
feel welcome to come and visit our market
between 10 am and 2 pm and perhaps you’ll
find a great souvenir of Quadra Island to take
back home.
We strongly discourage dogs at the market
so if you have no choice and must bring your
dog it will have to be on a leash at all times (no
exceptions please) and PLEASE pickup after
them. Thank you all for your cooperation.
Any questions or concerns can be directed
to Alma at 285-3521 or Carmen at 286-9808
See you all at the market
www.discoveryislander.ca
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Halliday’s Viewpoint
by Steven Halliday

I

Obamapalooza

remarked to someone the other day
that, to the best of my knowledge,
the proportion of white anglo-saxon
students to those of other origins was likely 97
to 1 at the high school from which I graduated
in the 1970’s. That’s about 2 dozen out of the
800 or so students attending Port Moody Senior
Secondary, and the only fellow student of that
minority that truly sticks out in my mind was
the daughter of Emery Barnes; Barnes was
one of BC’s first black MLA’s and the first
black Speaker of the House in any Canadian
legislature. I remember little about his daughter
other than she was extremely smart, likable
and very pretty (her mother was Swedish, as I
recall), and that she was injured quite severely,
along with several other PMSS students, as a
passenger in a drunken crash that claimed one
life on the Barnet Highway in our Grade 11
year. I am much more familiar with her father,
who was born in New Orleans to a poor family,
became an athlete, first as a US Olympic high
jumper, then as a Defensive End for the Green
Bay Packers, before finally joining the BC
Lions in 1962 and sharing their 1964 Grey Cup
victory. His post football career was in social
work before becoming a BC NDP MLA in 1972,
achieving re-election 4 times and serving as
the Speaker for 2 years before retiring in 1996.
He died in 1998, and is remembered as one of
Canada’s most gifted black citizens.
Today, the ethnic proportion of our schools
and cities is much higher than it was in the early
1970’s, and we’re the better for it. Racism is not
tolerated in Canada, and one has only to look at the
makeup of our society, at virtually any level, to see
that Canada is truly one of the most successfully
ethnically diversified countries on the planet. I
view Emery Barnes’ achievements with the same
patriotic pride as I view the accomplishments of
Panhandle Phillips and Richmond P. Hobson,
two transplanted good old boys from the US of A
who established what was, for a time, the largest
cattle company in North America…way to hell
and gone in the backwaters of the Blackwater
River in the Chilcotin. Their adventures are
chronicled in Hobson’s book “Grass Beyond
the Mountains”. Like most Canadians, I have
tremendous respect for achievement in any form,
by anyone, of any ethnicity.
Barack Obama is certainly an achiever. He
first showed up on my radar when I watched
the live telecast of his speech to the 2004
Democratic National Convention, in which he
enraptured not only the thousands in actual
attendance but also the tens of millions of
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us watching on TV. Obama is - quite simply
- an intelligent, well-read and articulate man.
Those 3 qualities alone set him apart from any
other candidate in the current US presidential
campaign (perhaps many previous campaigns
as well) and he certainly establishes a new
standard in comparison to the present occupant
of the White House. The fact that he is young,
handsome and was raised in an environment
that includes American, Kenyan and Indonesian
roots are simply icing on the cake. The world
is ready for a leader, particularly of the most
influential economy in the world, who has
a view of the world that extends beyond the
borders of North America, and certainly one
who is not connected to any former American
political dynasty. That is not to say that Obama
has not had to “shake hands with devil” in
some respects, but at least he comes to the scene
without greased skids easing the way.
During a recent campaign tour that took him
through the Middle East and Europe, Obama
firmly established his popularity outside of
America. Another “radar” moment for me
came while watching Global News on July
26th, when I saw coverage of Obama’s speech
in Berlin that was enthusiastically received by a
crowd of some 200,000, according to that day’s
Spiegel Online. The article, headlined “People of
the World, Look at Me” pointed out that while
his 30-minute speech was short on substance,
his tremendous oratorical skills endeared him
to the crowd. It is clear that Germans, let alone
most of the rest of the world, see Barack Obama
as the antidote to the current sickness that
has taken control of the US government…and
that is far, far, too high a role for Mr. Obama
to fulfil, no matter how fervent the desire.
While Barack Obama potentially represents
a watershed change in US social and political
history, it is unreasonable to expect miracles
from the man.
I have purposely avoided writing about, and
as many friends will testify, even discussing
the current contest in the USA, simply because
the nature of the contest makes early comment
completely moot. The contest itself will be
decided in November 2008, and until that time
one is best contented with simple observation
only. Certainly Obama has had a high profile
in the campaign, but one has to admit he has
a very weak opponent. As much as I respect
John McCain, I do not believe anything in his
background makes him presidential material.
And that without even judging him upon his
performance over the past 8 years that will be

remembered as the nightmare of the “Bush the
2nd” presidency. McCain’s toadying to Bush,
in spite of the colossal smearing he suffered
at the hands of the Bush political machine in
2000. His flip-flops on major political issues…
and most damning, his connections to the
infamous Keating 5 of the 1980’s Savings and
Loan debacle, the impropriety of which he
refuses to acknowledge. No, John McCain is not
presidential timber by any measure. But then,
nor is Obama.
Not, at least, by the standards established in
previous presidential campaigns in my lifetime.
But then again, nor was Bill Clinton, who was
unexpectedly elected, and he certainly kicked
butt against the prior Bush, whose popularity
at the time was probably at least double the
historic lows established by his son in the
past year. John Kennedy was also portrayed
as young and inexperienced as opposed to the
elder statesman whom he defeated… Richard
M. Nixon. But history is still divided on the
successes of the Kennedy presidency – certainly
he is remembered more for his looks, charisma
and libido than for any substantive political
achievements, barring the so-called “Cuban
crisis” of 1962. The world will expect much,
much more from an Obama presidency, and he
is set to inherit a passel of problems indeed.
Having a good leader at the helm of the
US ship of state is a matter of great interest to
Canadians – a poll of Canadians by the CBC
in February 2008 found that 34% of those
surveyed would prefer a Democratic win in
November, while only 5% would like to another
Republican. The wild party I call Obamapalooza
is gathering steam, with Barack Obama leading
John McCain 51-27 in a Fox News popularity
poll dated July 25th, while an international
poll (22 countries) by Ipsos Reid conducted
June 6/08 showed that Obama was preferred as
next president by 55%, 31% preferred Hillary
(even though she’s out of the match) and 14%
thought McCain was the man. Clearly, the rest
of the world wants a US leader as different from
Bush as possible, and Barack Obama is most
definitely that. It remains to be seen if he will
make it all the way to the White House, but there
are literally millions around the globe cheering
him on. The fact that McCain faces a serious
challenger is in and of itself good news - that it
is Obama is the icing on the cake. Unfortunately,
we still have to wait 14 weeks for the outcome,
and then 8 more weeks for the new President
to take office – and a lot can happen in 5 and
a half months.
www.discoveryislander.ca

What’s In A Boat’s Name?

By: Dave M. Stark

B

oats and island life go together like,
well, boats and island life. The more
I share my personal interest about
boat names with people on Quadra Island, the
more I realize that there are many others that
share my belief that there is usually a very
interesting story behind a vessels name and
its history. Let me share some thoughts on the
topic that emerged one late August evening
while fishing with friends in Brown’s Bay just
north of Seymour Narrows.
The wind, waves and the bite were
conspicuously absent, and the fishing
pack was as large and diverse as my old
hometown of Vancouver -- small boats, large
cruisers, guided Whalers, and dangerously
overcrowded runabouts. Most passed around
my 24-foot cruiser with the typical myriad of
acknowledgements: the nod, the smile, the
hands-apart motion mutely asking “How’s
fishin’?” and the threatening scowls from those
daring you to cross their trolling line.
While bobbing around between bites, I
noticed the “Sea Chicken,” A 21-foot runabout
totally decked out for fishing. I asked myself,
What was he thinking? I know that every
boat name has a story behind it, but... “Sea
Chicken?” An inside joke perhaps. A fear of
the sea? Only the one who named her knows
for sure.
Whether for use on lakes, rivers or the
saltchuck, naming a boat is not a simple task,
nor should it ever be taken lightly. Naming a
vessel serves to give it life, energy, and a mind
of its own.
Maritime history indicates a tremendous
respect for the seas. Once named and christened,
ships assumed the female gender and developed
their own soul. Being a traditionalist, and
coming from an old commercial fishing family,
I frequently refer to my 24-footer as “she.” My
girlfriend actually took offence once when I
referred to my “other girl.”
Ships were never given names that were too
presumptuous, for this would show disrespect
to the sea gods, which would result in bad
luck. Vessels should never be named Ocean
Conqueror or Wind Master. After all, look
what happened to the Titanic. This same
lore should discourage naming fishing boats
to challenge the fish gods. The following list
of existing boat names are sure to jinx the
fishing experience of those aboard: Salmon
Slayer, Fisher King, Chum Lord, Flounder
Pounder, and Whopper Stopper. Maritime
history shows that gods of the deep blue have
always appreciated humility; never pride. So
don’t challenge them -– you’ll lose.
www.discoveryislander.ca

The M.V. Tenaka is one of the vessels Dave Stark will feature in a series of short articles on local boat names.
Given that the sea had a soul of its own, it
was also presumptuous to paint your boat blue
or green like the ocean water. The bottom paint
on my boat is black for a reason. Go ahead, next
time you are fishing aboard someone else’s boat
and the fish aren’t biting, ask the owner the
colour of his vessel’s bottom paint.
It is also considered poor form to name a
boat after your wife. Besides, rumour has it
that sometimes spouses also change ownership.
Although it is possible to rename a boat,
owners are encouraged to avoid this test of fate.
Also, while it is considered bad luck to have a
boat name starting with the letter “O”, some
of the most popular names in North America
include, Obsession, Osprey and Odyssey.
This tells me that modern seafarers are either
becoming more liberal about superstition, or
have developed a false sense of confidence
due, perhaps, to the invention of radar, GPS
and depth sounders. I am also curious about
the maritime history of these so-named boats,
for many of these superstitions were in vogue
when it was commonplace for ships to sail
away and never return.
How about the question of what to do
if you want to change the name of a boat
already in your possession? In the old days
you wouldn’t even contemplate the thought,
for to do so would bring sure demise from the
full wrath of the gods of the seas and wind.
While maritime superstitions have yielded
to more liberal interpretations during these
modern times, if one changes a boat’s name it
must be done properly -- or else. This decision

must be taken seriously, for if the gods of the
sea are not appeased, bad fortune may befall
the vessel. The unluckiest of boats are the ones
that defied the gods and changed their names
the wrong way, so why tempt fate?
John Vigor is the author of The Practical
Mariner’s Book of Knowledge: 420 Sea Tested
Rules of Thumb for Almost Any Situation.
He has developed what is conveniently called
“Vigor’s Boat Naming Ceremony,” which
includes frequent and liberal amounts of
libations to appease the gods, owner and crew.
Thus, if you have a boat or dream of owning
one some day to pursue your addiction on
the water, it would be worthwhile to read
this book beforehand so you can put some
serious thought into what you will name “her.”
Fishermen need all the help they can get to
appease the fish gods. Besides, if you’re neither
spiritual nor superstitious, you’re probably not
having anywhere near as much fun as you
could have on the water.
The above article was published in the
February issue of the Island Fisherman Magazine
and was reproduced for the Discovery Islander
here by the writer and Quadra resident Dave
M. Stark, for the purpose of kicking off a series
called, “Boats of Quadra.” Dave has compiled
five profiles of familiar local boats that have
some very interesting history and stories as told
by their owners. Look for this series in upcoming
editions of the DI.
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More on Covenants

n the previous letter I wrote about covenants
that stem from two different desires, one:
the wish to protect a cherished property,
two: to get relief from existing restrictions on land
that is being subdivided. Of course in real life it
is more complicated, the philanthropic bequeather
may want to have tax or other relief, and a developer
may genuinely plan to fully protect important
features like stands of old timber or a wetland.
Covenants can be simple and straightforward
or quite complicated. Even the simplest
covenant has a number of requirements:
• clearly state what is the aim of the
covenant;
• identify precisely what is to be protected,
& survey the area if needed;
• decide exactly what should happen and
should not happen to the area;
• decide the kinds of conservation
practices that will protect it;
• conduct an environmental assessment
of the whole property;
• choose one or more conservation
organizations to hold the covenant;
• give statutory rights of way to the
covenant monitors;

• establish enforcement and dispute resolution
processes, and establish “Rent Charge” or agreed
penalties if transgressions were to occur;
• register the conservation covenant at the
Land Title Office,
• plan to monitor the land as agreed in the
conservation covenant.
Knowledge and experience has been pooled
and BC Land Trust Alliance produced pamphlets,
manuals and templates to guide the writing of
covenants. If you want to read more, Google
“Greening Your Title” to find the West Coast
Environmental Law Foundation’s publication:
Greening Your Title: a Guide to Best Practices for
Conservation Covenants.
It is remarkably difficult to say precisely
what is to be protected, and any vagueness here
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makes it impossible to enforce it. The courts
in Canada apply a number of principles of
interpretation to restrictive covenants. One is: It
is well established that restrictive covenants are
strictly construed. Ambiguity is resolved in favor
of no enforcement.
For example, if the covenant says “no commercial
logging allowed” is not really a good protection, as
the term “commercial logging” is ambiguous.
The whole area can be logged as long as it is not
“Connected with or engaged in or sponsored by or
used in commerce or commercial enterprises”. I
think the best way is to survey and set aside areas
and say that no logging is allowed on this area.
Saving ecologically sensitive areas by covenant
is more taxing. For example to save a wetland
requires the protection of the source of the water
that flows into the wetland, the ecology of the
wetland and the discharge of the water from
the wetland. The wetland can be destroyed by
preventing water from recharging it by ditching,
diversion, or damming even away from the exact
area of the wetland. It can be destroyed by allowing
pesticides or fertilizers draining into it, allowing
domesticated animals like goats or cows to enter
it, even roaming cats and loose dogs destroy the
wildlife in the wetland. Water can be drained
away from the wetland by ditching or culverts,
also by excessive removal of water by wells in the
supporting aquifer etc.
To save a significant feature like a heronry is
quite burdensome for the landowner. Herons are
very easily disturbed, they need a bare minimum
of 2-300 meters from the peripheral nests of the
colony. Entry into this buffer zone should be done
only during the least sensitive parts of the breeding
period (May to August). Anything less will impact
the essential components of the habitat.
The predicament is that we should not agree
to a ineffective or unenforceable covenant just to
appear to do some doubtful good. Quadra Island
Conservancy and Stewardship Society (QICSS)
and the Strathcona Regional Council, are both
entrusted to hold covenants, that is trusted to use
“due diligence” to write them.
- by George Barabas
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Quadra Author Melds Truth and Fiction

T

he first thing Rudi
Unterthiner might tell
you when asked about
his new book ‘Faces, Souls and
Painted Crows’ is that he is not
a writer. That may be have been
so at some point in his rich life.
But upon finishing reading his
recently published ‘fictionalized
memoir’ most will likely agree that
Dr. Unterthiner can confidently
add ‘author’ to his impressive list
of achievements.
‘Painted Crows’ is more
than a just an autobiographical
recollection. The themes Rudi
strikes as he tells the tale of his
‘protagonist’, Paul Reiter, delve
into deep realms of self and soul.
These threads are woven through
the fascinating life Rudi has lived
as he recounts Reiter’s tale.
Rudi Unterthiner’s own story is
both engrossing and disarming. His
life began in his family home among
the Italian Tyrol in the European
Alps. From there, by way of Austria,
Rudi eventually emigrated to the
USA where he studied medicine.
For 23 years Unterthiner worked
as a doctor. First in neurosurgery,
and then as he explains, more from
a set of coincidences than intent,
increasingly as a cosmetic surgeon.
All the while as he worked on the
indulgences of the Hollywood set
Monday to Friday he spent every
weekend and vacation in Baja
leading a double life.
Among the Sari Indians of the
Baja, Mexico, Rudi put his medical
expertise to work tending all
manner of ailments. Flying with
his family, in his own airplane from
their ranch in the California desert,
the doctor purged his distaste for
the other half of his life by giving
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By: Philip Stone

his skills to the Sari who had little
other health care available.
The explorations of self identity
start at the beginning of the novel
as Paul Reiter finds himself staring
at his reflection in a cup of water
as he stops to drink while working
in an Austrian coal mine.
The realization of the
deleterious effect of his time
in the mine spurs the young
character to change his life course.
He saves money and emigrates to
the United States where through
many twists and turns he pursues
his medical studies and ends up
conducting over 7,000 face lifts!
As Reiter moves back and
forth between the worlds of
Hollywood’s excess and the Baja
Indians simpler lives, it raises an
inner struggle as he wrestles with
the dichotomy of it all.
Today Rudi Unterthiner is
retired and lives on Quadra Island
fulltime with his wife Linda.
They keep livestock on an island
farm and enjoy a quieter pace of
life. The Unterthiner’s home is a
treasure house of eclectic art and
accolades.
Faces, Souls and Painted Crows
was painstakingly handwritten
and repeatedly revised as Rudi
struggled with the task of relating
his fascinating story and its
complex undertones. The result
is well worth his effort and is an
enthralling read.
Now in print since early July
the book has sold several thousand
copies and is garnering increasing
attention from big media and film.
It will soon be available in five
languages. Rudi wryly reflects
that his main motivation was to

Rudi Unterthiner at home on Quadra Island.
tell his story for his family and
that all the buzz surrounding it is
ironic considering the way such
superficialities are cast in the
book itself.
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Classifieds
STORES

ACCOMMODATION

GARDEN

HUMMINGBIRD Office &
Art Supply - Celebrating 10
years of Business on Quadra
Island.
Pick up supplies for painting,
writing or crafting. Get organized
with files, folders, binders &
more. Use our Public Computer
to access the Internet. Save your
digital photos to CD or DVD.
Open 9am–5pm Monday –
Friday & 10 – 5 Saturdays
Call 285-3334
or email qcopies@telus.net

COMFY BEDS, DELICIOUS
B R E A K FA S T S ! Firesign

ON ROOT GREENHOUSE
Summer Sale August 1 - 15.
30% Off All Perennials.
30% Off All Roses.
50% Off All Annuals.
Open All Week 10 - 5
250 285 3206

AMPED ON NUTRITION

- Quadra Island’s Health Food
Store and Deli. We carry vitamins,
supplements, alternative
groceries and more. Energize
yourself with our delicious,
organic vegetarian deli delights.
Combining what you need with
what you want.
Open 10:00 am - 6 pm every
day except closed Sundays and
Mondays 285-3142

REAL ESTATE
Looking for property

on Quadra but daunted by the
prices? I have 12 acres and
am selling half as a tenantsin-common agreement. The
available six acres is in a natural
state, fully treed with a mix
of second growth and some
wet areas, and offers a bright
western exposure. Located in
a very quiet area, the property
extends west from 799 Smith’s
Road. $145,000. 285-3056 or
kathie56@telus.net. Genuine
inquires only please.

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Dyno full-

suspension mountain bike with
suspension seatpost, gel saddle,
new shifters, double wall rims,
flame pattern tires, new rear
derailleur. Worth over $500
asking $400
KHS mountain bike: front
suspension. This bike is worth
over $350, selling for $200
Free firewood lumber.
Phone 250-285-2409 please
leave a message for Justin

offers wonderful B&B suites and
2-bedroom cottage, nightly and
weekly rentals. Painting Studio
and Gallery, Tourism BC Approved
Accommodations, proud member of
BC B&B Innkeepers Guild. Contact
Nanci 285-3390, Open all year!
www.firesignartanddesign.com

GARAGE SALES
Come to the MULTI-HOUSE
GARAGE SALE at 654 Maple
Road near Cortez ferry dock
from 10 a. m. to 4 p. m. August
9 & 10.

HELP WANTED
KENWOOD DESIGNS, a
cabinet and custom millwork
shop on Quadra Island is
seeking a positive, energetic fulltime employee. Must be a team
player with a minimum 2 years
experience in the cabinetry,
construction or other related
fields. Please fax, email or mail
resume, attention Kelly, by
August 15th, 2008 to 250-2852619 or Kenwood@connected.
bc.ca or P.O. Box 615, Quathiaski
Cove, B.C., V0P 1N0. No phone
calls or drop-ins please.

SUBMIT YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD
1 - Write or type up your ad.
2 - Stop by our office at 701
Cape Mudge Rd. any time
or at Hummingbird Art and
Office Supply during their
opening hours with your ad
and $10.00 (that’s $9.52 plus
48¢ gst) in cash or cheque for
up to 40 words. Longer ads are
charged at $9.52/column inch.
If the D.I. office is closed use
the secure mail box by the
door. Payment is required at
time of submission please. Ads
may be faxed to 285-2236
or emailed to news@
discoveryislands.ca with
payment following a.s.a.p.
3 - Sit back and wait for the calls!
Questions call 285-2234
or email
news@discoveryislands.ca

		
For
SURGE NARROWS
August 1-15
Time
00:31
05:00
12:15
19:39

m
3.3
4.3
0.4
5.1

ft.
10.8
14.1
1.3
16.7

02
01:17
Saturday 05:59
12:58
20:12

3.0
4.2
0.6
5.1

9.8
13.8
2.0
16.7

03
01:59
Sunday 06:56
13:39
20:43

2.8
4.1
0.9
5.0

9.2
13.5
3.0
16.4

04
02:42
Monday 07:53
14:19
21:12

2.5
4.0
1.3
4.9

8.2
13.1
4.3
16.1

05
03:25
Tuesday 08:53
14:57
21:39

2.3
3.9
1.7
4.7

7.5
12.8
5.6
15.4

06
04:09
Wednesday 09:58
15:36
22:04

2.1
3.7
2.2
4.6

6.9
12.1
7.2
15.1

07
04:56
Thursday 11:16
16:13
22:27

1.9
3.6
2.8
4.5

6.2
11.8
9.2
14.8

08
Friday

05:47
12:56
16:53
22:47

1.7
3.6
3.3
4.4

5.6
11.8
10.8
14.4

09
06:42
Saturday 15:03
17:45
23:07

1.6
3.8
3.7
4.3

5.2
12.5
12.1
14.1

10
07:40
Sunday 16:51
19:36
23:29

1.4
4.1
4.0
4.2

4.6
13.5
13.1
13.8

for business at 1496 West Rd.
Heriot Bay. Welcome men of all
ages. Licensed master barber.
Open Thurs-Fri-Sat to start;
will extend days as required.
Appointments - 285-2218

11
08:37
Monday 17:41
21:59

1.3
4.3
4.1

4.3
14.1
13.5

12
00:06
Tuesday 09:29
18:12
23:12

4.1
1.1
4.5
4.0

13.5
3.6
14.8
13.1

Q-COVE APPLIANCE REPAIR
We are now a full service
appliance repair facility for
all of your domestic appliance
needs at affordable rates. We
are a new and used parts depot
for all appliances and carry a
good selection of quality rebuilt
appliances. All come with oneyear warranty on parts and
labour. Free delivery for most
of Quadra. Call 285-3425 or cell
202-3425

13
01:22
Wednesday 10:15
18:35
23:44

4.0
1.0
4.6
3.8

13.1
3.3
15.1
12.5

14
02:46
Thursday 10:57
18:54

4.0
1.0
4.6

13.1
3.3
15.1

15
Friday

3.5
4.0
1.0
4.6

11.5
13.1
3.3
15.1

ATTENTION
GARDENERS
We are placing our orders for
fall-planted bulbs, roses, fruit
trees & ornamentals. Please
call or come in to inform us of
any particular varieties you may
want. Don't miss out ! Open All
Week 10 - 5 250 285 3206

HEALTH/BODY
SPRING YOGA Sessions are
ongoing at the Upper Realm.
Learn to open your spine and
deeply relax. Ongoing Tuesdays
and Thursdays 9-10:30AM and
5:00-6:30PM. Drop-ins $12
or 5 classes $50. call Brenda
Dempsey 285-3054/ 203-1575
www.brendadempsey.com for
more information

SERVICES

Date
01
Friday

FERNBANK SAWMILL
Custom cutting at your place
or mine on a state-of-theart Woodmizer mill. We cut
everything from beams to siding.
Call Gerry Cote: 285-3651

MIKE’S ISLAND
BARBERSHOP is open

00:10
03:59
11:36
19:10

