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Two massive salmon feedlots are proposed for
Yorke Island and Gunner Point near Sayward
On June 25th these sites come before the Strathcona Regional District for the third
hearing for rezoning. At this time four directors (listed below) vote on whether
rezoning should be passed and recommended for future large salmon farms that
together will contain, over 1,000,000 Atlantic salmon.

Just what are our Regional Directors voting on?

Is Yorke Island a suitable site for a fishfarm?
YES - but the very reasons that make it so also present a huge threat to our wild salmon.
During WW ll Yorke Island was the site of gun emplacements to repel an invasion attempt
through the inside waterways to Georgia Strait and Vancouver. This site was chosen because all
ships headed to the Strait have to pass through this narrow passage.
The same goes for tidal flow and migrating salmon. All salmon entering and leaving the Georgia
Basin including the Fraser River and mainland inlets will pass by these ecological timebombs,
FACT - All farm salmon are vaccinated against salmoniod diseases.

FACT - Native wild salmon are not vaccinated and are vulnerable to infection from the farms
FACT - FACT - Water transmits bacteria and viruses as fast or faster than air.

There could hardly be a more inappropriate locations for fish farms
than Yorke Island and Gunner Point.

Should the Directors reject this application or can
they impose conditions to protect our wild salmon?
Can DFO guarantee that any fishfarms located at Yorke Island and Gunner Point will
NOT effect wild fish? Are these sites suitable?

These are valid questions for you to ask of your Regional Director in their deliberations.
Contact them today and let your opinion and concerns be known.
Jim Abram, Quadra Island
Brenda Leigh, Campbell River south
Richard Glover, (alternate Director) Sayward-Gold River
Noba Anderson, Cortes Island
Strathcona Regional District 301-990 Cedar Street Campbell River, BC V9W 7Z8
A message from local citizens concerned about BC’s native wild salmon
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Island Calendar
Submit your event: eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.
The Regulars
• Quadra Legion - Now open Thurs & Fri at 7 pm and Saturdays at 4:00pm
• Every Monday - Parent and Tots 9:30 am - noon Q.C.C.
- Sing for Pure Joy!   3 - 4:30 pm Room 3 Q.C.C. All Voices Welcome.
• Every Tuesday- Quadra Children’s Song Circle - 3 - 4:00 p.m. Room 3 Q.C.C.
- Al-anon meeting, 7.30 pm at the Children’s Centre
- Folkdancing QCC-7:30 pm Sept-April
• Every Wednesday - Moms and Babes 11 am - noon Q.C.C.
- Community Lunch noon Q.I.C.C.

June 5 – 27,
- Dave Oram’s “Worlds Afloat”			

DRAW Gallery

Friday, June 19
- Chaingang, roots, country & bluegrass		

HBI Pub

June 20 – 21,
- Quadra Island Trout Derby			
Village Bay Lake
Registration up to Sunday 21 at noon, final weigh-in 3 pm
Saturday, June 20
- QI Salmon Enhancement Dinner & Auction
Tsa-Kwa-Luten Lodge
6:30 pm Tickets $50 at Hummingbird or from Rupert Gale at 250-285-2497

- Mindful Yoga with Michael, QCC 9:30am, 7:00 pm
• Every Thursday - Parent and Tots 9:30 am - noon Q.C.C.
-Yoga Classes 9-11 AM and 5-7 PM with Brenda Dempsey at the
Upper Realm, QCove. 285-3054 or 203-1575 Drop ins welcome $12.

Sunday, June 21
- Annie Siegel Trio				
6 - 9 pm

- Prayer Meeting, 7:00pm at Quadra Island Bible Church
- Life Drawing Sessions with model at Firesign Studio 7-9:30 pm
• Every Saturday - Farmers’ Market behind the Credit Union 10 am - 2 pm
- Legion Meat Draw 5:00 pm, Steak Dinner at 6:30pm
• Every Sunday ‑ QI United Church Service-11am, Set. - June 		
Family Worship Service 10:30am Quadra Island Bible Church

Day by day

-

- Buddhist meditation 10 am Q.I.C.C., everyone welcome
- Live Jazz at HBI 6:30 pm
• 1st Monday - Quadra writers group - 7:00 to 9:00 pm 285-3656
• 1st and 3rd Wednesday - Food Bank 1-2 Community Centre

Next Deadline: Monday, June 29th, 2009

Herons at the HBI

Monday - Friday, June 22-26,
- Rick McDiarmid, SFCA, teaches “Painting: Order to Chaos” workshop at
Firesign Studio 285-3390
Thursday, June 25
- Chamber of Commerce Tourism Packages meeting
Sunday June 28
- Author Hazel Lennox and Ruth Masters		
reading from “Us Dames Have Come a Long Way”

Cafe Aroma
7:30 pm

Wendesday, July 1
- Quadra Island’s Canada Day Celebration		
Rebecca Spit
Festivities start at 4:00 pm and fireworks at 10:15 pm see you there!
Island Calendar online: w w w. d i s c ove r y i s l a n d e r. c a

Island Calendar is a list of on island events. Please submit separately for the Island Calendar
and News & Events or indicate in your submission if you would like your event placed in both.
Following the text order exactly as above for email submissions is appreciated (month, date, day,
title, place and time), use the title as your email subject. Current advertisers welcome to submit
events but not-for-profit items will be given priority. Thank you.

Prawn boats in Sutil Channel.
photo: Philip Stone
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Say your piece: eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

Bike Lanes and Big Oil
I strongly support Mr
Mottishaw’s call for more bike
lanes (letter june 5th). The good
news is that there is a vastly larger
source of Big Oil dollars that can
be re-directed locally than the $1.4
billion federal tax credits he talks
about. Mr. Mottishaw points out
that our federal government gives
oil and natural gas companies $1.4
billion in tax credits. That works
out to about $40 per canadian per
year. The Quadra population’s
share would be around $100,000.
To get this into Quadra bike
lanes would require a nationwide
paradigm shift indeed.
A much simplier, much
larger and much more local source
of Big Oil dollars that could be
freed up exists in Quadra Islanders’
choice of vehicles. For example, a
Subaru Outback costs the same to
buy as a Toyota Prius. But it then
requires $16,000 more than a Prius
in payments to Big Oil for gasoline.
That is $1,000+ per year extra....
and vastly more than the $40 per
year in federal tax breaks. Just as
importantly it is entirely in local
hands to control and distribute. An
SUV requires its owner to pay Big
Oil $20,000 to $30,000 more for the
gas to run it than a Toyota Yaris or
Honda Fit. You could put a whack
of solar panels on your home for
the savings. Or you could help fund
a community bike lane.
And all this is at today’s gas
prices. The Europeans already pay
about double our gas prices...and
with peak oil, climate chaos and
carbon pricing coming fast from
all quarters, we will soon be paying
that level too. And more. So double
or triple those numbers above in
the coming years. Just four Quadra
Islanders switching from SUVs to
Priuses would cut Quadra’s Big Oil
subsidy/dollar-drain by the same
amount as eliminating the federal
tax credits...and with far less effort.

Judging by the number of gas
Departing from the camp,
guzzlers I see in the ferry line ups experienced mountain guides
this should be very easy to do.  
Rob and Laurie Wood, and Chuck
Big Oil isn’t focused on those Burchill, congenial host and
relatively puny tax credits folks. longtime Bute resident, directed
They are focused squarely on your our adventures on foot and by
bank account via your choice of truck. On excursions along old
vehicle. In a community not wholly- logging roads (proposed to become
subscribed to gross transnational three-lanes wide) we saw the
corporations, local dollars for remains of avalanches and rock
projects like bike lanes would be slides, witnessed the natural power
of the Tekahame, Homathco,
available.
Hekamie and Jewakwa rivers, and
Barry Saxifrage
listened to the stories and wisdom
Cortes Island
of old-timers who know the area
and some of its idiosyncrasies...
We saw some of the GE and
Plutonic proposed infrastructure
sites and places where the rivers
will be diverted. We hiked to
viewpoints and saw some of the
rugged terrain and unstable slopes
Last week twelve fortunate that will threaten Plutonic’s roads,
individuals discovered first turbines and transmission lines.
hand why Bute Inlet is worth We experienced the beauty and
protecting. Some Friends of Bute immensity of the area, envisioned
Inlet spent two days exploring the tremendous power of the
the Homathco valley, gazing on elements – and now understand
mountain vistas as spectacular as first-hand why this project will
any in the world. Everywhere we probably not succeed.
looked there was more natural
Back at camp we relaxed in
beauty: lush valleys, tremendous
waterfalls, hanging glaciers -- and comfort, we ate well, and we
Mt. Waddington, BC’s highest peak. slept soundly under the lovely
Our trip from Campbell River was quilts made during quiet winter
very comfortable aboard the 12 months by Sheron, hostess and
passenger water taxi from Steep camp chef.
With departures from Campbell
Island Resort. Along the route
we enjoyed glimpsing a variety River and Quadra Island, similar
of wildlife, including bears and a trips to ButeInlet are planned
large pod of Dall’s porpoises that bi-weekly throughout this summer:
entertained us – also teasing the two full days of adventure,
photographers in our midst! As including round-trip water taxi,
we neared the head of the inlet guided daytrips, camp meals
the glacial turquoise of the ocean and accommodation costs $350
changed to brown, laden with per person. For dates and more
glacial silt carried by the spring information see http://steepisland.
freshet. We waited a few minutes com Questions and reservations,
for the tide to allow safe passage 2 please contact Jon or Chantal at
km up-river to the Homathco Camp info@steepisland.com or 250Logging Camp, a rustic facility with 830-8179.
full amenities and tons of coastal
Lannie Keller
character!

Bute Inlet
Tour

Articles, letters and artwork are all welcome for publication in ‘Island Forum’
Opinions & endorsements expressed herein are those of the contributors and do not represent the views of the publisher.
If you would like to see an alternative point of view represented submit something yourself. We reserve the right to edit for space and content.

Next deadline 7pm Monday, June 29, 2009
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News and Events
Summer Sadhana
Daily Yoga.
Traditional Hatha.
Monday July 27 - Friday July 31
7:00 am – 8:00 am $50 session

Submit your event: eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

Come to the
Farmers/
Community
Market!

Gentle start to the day, all levels.
Ann Toelle, RYT, West Road Yoga
Studio

Every Saturday from May.16th
till Sept.12th from 10am to 2pm.
Gates open at 8am for vendors.

Please register before July 22 at
285-3065.

Now that the weather is
improving we’re trying to
make up a list of folks who
want to play tennis - at ALL
levels. Please contact Louella at
285-2580 or Carol at 285-3737
(evenings).

We welcome local vendors
from Quadra Island and outer
islands to set up at only $5.00 a
table. Charitable organizations
are free and children’s tables
are $1.00. Farmers, gardeners,
art, crafts, musicians, food and
surprises are sure to please locals
and visitors. We have a unique
island and talents so lets show it
off and make it the best year ever.
This is where it is happening on
Saturday. A great gathering place
for all.

Trout Derby

Contacts: Anne 285-3715,
Suzanne 287-1871, Stella 285-3184
or quadramarket@gmail.com

Tennis

Quadra Island’s 44th Annual
Trout Derby Sat. June 20th - Sun.
June 21st. Village Bay Lake. Final
registration Sunday at noon and
final weigh-in Sunday at 3:00pm.
Come and enjoy a family fun
fishing weekend. Fishing, food,
fun with cash prizes along with
other great prizes. Fishing licenses
are not required for this event.
This years proceeds will be donated
to the Quadra Legion.

Monthly Meeting
The Legion Executive
would like to remind all
members that we need
your support and that the
monthly General Meeting
is held on the third
Wednesday of every month
at 8:00 pm sharp. See you
at the Legion!

Grow Food for
the Community
Kitchen

Anyone wanting to help
provide local food for our
wonderful Community Kitchen (
the Wednesday Lunch) is invited to
come to a work party on Saturday
morning, June 20, 9.30 am - noon.
at the Old Farm Community Garden
on West Rd. The kitchen would
value potatoes, onions,carrots
and beets in particular as these
are easily stored. Donations for
fertiliser and seed potatoes would
will meet at the Quadra be appreciated if you cannot come
Community Centre in the medical and work. Contact; Mary (3084)
room at the original time of 10:00
Thanks to our wonderful
on Tuesdays, not 3;30. We are volunteers and donors, the
sorry for any inconvenience the Community Garden is flourishing
schedule change caused. For more and now has 32 plots including
information please contact Wendy ones for the school, the After
Terral at 285-3108, Sue Beatty at School Care Centre, and the Food
285-2948, or Anne Gregg at 285- Bank. One for the Community
3905.
Kitchen remains to be tackled.

Support Group
For Caregivers

Summer Solstice
Sunset Paddle
Quadra Island Kayaks would like
to invite the Quadra Community to
a complimentary tour to kick off
our season and get locals on the
water!
Join us for a Free Solstice Sunset
tour on June 21st at 6pm space is
limited so book early.
Donations for the paddle
accepted and will be given to a
local charity of your choice
Please call us to let us know you’re
coming at 250.285.3400 or email
us at info@quadraislandkayaks.
com We look forward to being on
the water with you!
www.discoveryislander.ca

Discovery Islander #450 June 19th, 2009 5

Free Advertising For
Quadra Island’s
Tourism Packages Annual Canada Day
Interested? Attend a complimentary lunch
meeting Thursday June 25, from 12-1:30 for
Celebration
more information. The Discovery Islands
Chamber of Commerce is moving ahead with its
CTO Program. Packages will be posted online
to showcase Quadra to visitors. All Quadra
business who provide guest services / sales,
tours, accommodation etc. are welcome to
attend. For more information, and to preregister, phone Susan at 285-2556.

Quadra Island
Seniors-Br.91
B.C.O.A.P.

Fun, friends, family, food, and fireworks!
What could be a better combination to celebrate
Our 45th Founding Anniversary, was a great
Canada Day?! Come and join us on Wednesday, event. President Robert Brown was presented
July 1st, starting at 4:00pm.
with a Certificate, for the Branches hard work
for forty five years of helping Seniors, on the
FUN! Celebrations for all the family will
begin at 4:00 pm (please note the earlier than Island, to have a more meaningful life.
usual start time) with the bounces, bubbles,
and scavenger hunt of the Children’s Festival.
The kids’ activities will be accompanied by a
magnificent magician (our very own Tomas
Sohlberg), and child-oriented music on-stage.
The live entertainment will continue all
evening, with an incredible line up of local
talent featuring Caroline Bridges, the Quadra
Belly Dancers, Jules Frank, Judy O’Dell,
Gordon James, Teresa Carrol, Sunday Dennis,
Art Vipond, Maureen Fox, John Toelle, Denis
Thievin, Jim Thievin, Steve Trayler, Duffy
Frank, Cal Juraska, Tom Skillman, George
Murdock, and Don Doolittle.

Guests came from Campbell Rivers Branch
52, also from England,and other guests,came
with Congratulations from the Island. A
message from the Provincial Board President,
Elsie Gerdes, was read by North Island Director
Ruth Amiabel.

Music and Singing by Judy Hagen, Rhonda
Thievin,on Bells Lilliane Melton, Kurt Hagen
& Walter Niederberger on Accordian, joined
in by the crowd singing, Multicultural Songs.
All enjoyed prizes and the delicious Pot-Luck
Lunch. Our 45th Anniversary Cake was
donated by Tru-Valu Store. We also enjoyed
helping June Langman celebrate her 90th
Birthday, with her very ornate Fruit CakeTree,
FOOD!! This year there will be an assortment
beautifully made by Mahru Jolar. “Thank-you”,
of food and drink concessions, all in support of
to all, who made our day great.
local groups and projects. John Baumfield’s crew
Ruth and Martin Amiabel are attending
will once again be providing their wonderful
the
B.C.O.A.P.O. A.G.M. in Agassiz on June
fresh-cooked seafood pasta (proceeds benefiting
the school PAC and the Quilters). If it’s a burger, 17th/09. Many Excursions are planned,
hotdog, or salad you are after, then it’s the Salmon Uchuck111 boat Tour to Friendly Cove,on Wed.
Enhancement’s tent you will be wanting... then June 24th, boat leaves Gold river at 10:00 a:m.
for something sweet, it will be a hard call between –Tour to N.I.Wildlife, in Errington, lunch at
the Fire Department’s tempting offerings, or the Coombs, and a tour of Butterfly World, on July
ice-cream and floats provided by the Feral Cat 15th. Games and lunch at Miracle Beach Mini
Society. Drinks profits will be going towards the Golf and Internet Café, on July 23rd. In August,
new Community Centre playground. Bring your a open Boat trip with Jack Mar and Diver. Also
a Tour to Campbell River Museum and lunch
dollars and your appetites please!
at Canton Restaurant, in August or Sept. Call
FIREWORKS!!!At just about 10:15, be ready Ruth Amiabel if you are interested at 258-3801
to sing O Canada. Flares will then signal you to or rmamiabel@gmail.com.
make your way to the beach or other vantage
The O.A.P. N.I. Regional Picnic at Halbe
point, so be quick and find your spot for viewing
Hall
Black Creek on Wed. July 8th @11:00a:m.
the fireworks! As usual, the fireworks display
will fired from a barge moored in Drew Harbour, Pot-Luck Lunch Prizes and Games. The
and the show will be produced by Phoenix B.C.O.A.P.O. History Book written by Sylvia
Hall is available through Ruth Amiabel or Prov.
Firesigns.
Treasure John Cameron at camerser@telus.net
REMINDERS Please remember that this is or ph. 1-604-858-6149 cost is $10.00 incl mail,
an alcohol free event, and that no dogs are and tax. For membership in our branch to help
permitted.
Seniors, and join in our busy group, who enjoy
For safety, there are to be no boats please working at the Tourist Info. Centre, call Muriel
between shore and the fireworks barge. A @3216, Bob@ 2907 or Ruth@3801--Walk with
boat-free zone of 300-metre radius must be Peter and Lloyd on Rebecca spit every Sunday
maintained around the barge at all times. @11:00a:m meet at the Launch Ramp or catch
The Coast Guard will be out to enforce safety up at the parking lot. For emergency use for
regulations. As part of our permit to hold this phone calls, Cell Phones can be used at the end
event at Rebecca Spit, we must empty the park of the Spit, also at the Launch Ramp, there is a
following the fireworks and lock park gates by phone at the Park managers cabin if the yellow
11 p.m., so please organize follow-up parties gate is open. There is also a pay phone on the
outside deck of the We-Wai-Kai campground
elsewhere folks!
And, to top it all, this year we also get to office. If there is any other phone knowledge,
celebrate the 50th anniversary of Rebecca Spit call Ruth Amiabel@ 285-3801 or rmamiabel@
gmail.com
becoming a Provincial Park! See you there!
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Oram’s World Afloat
‘Worlds Afloat’. Dave
Oram Acrylic/mixed media/
performance - Engaging this
world at the crossroads of
cultures in real life and inspired
flights.

Quadra/Philippines Connection News

This year Quadra celebrates 15
years of offering financial support
to the IAT daycare sponsorship
program in the northern
Philippines. During this time our
assistance has provided quality
daycare/preschool education for
Dave’s art has been changing more than 1,100 children in 6
a lot lately. Opening up more villages in the remote northern area
and incorporating more and of the province of Luzon!

more of everything around him.
He brings his spontaneous and
beautiful spirit to delight us in
many new ways. Join us in
welcoming Dave for a live mural
event and raffle afterwards at his
Reception on First Friday June
5th from 6 – 8pm.

As well, this night will be the
launch of his new clothing line
‘seven trees’. Along with cutouts/
stickers/ wheatpastes/ paint/
suspended things, Dave has
created a complete soundtrack
for our aural pleasure with a
part of some spoken word stuff
he’s been working on. It should
work out to be a pretty crazy
night of arty-ness! Enjoy the
beauty of life these days - It’s too
grand of a world to be missing
the smiles on!
DRAW Gallery invites the
public to enjoy and savor the
creative spirit of the artists who
live amongst us. The gallery
stands by its commitment to
bring contemporary westcoast
art in an intimate setting. ThursSat 12-6pm and is located on
Quadra Island at Village Square,
in the rear – just follow the
signs. Drop by and see the
show next time you are at the
Square. Openings First Fridays.

www.discoveryislander.ca

in their fields, most of the young
children would just roam around.
Bored, they were the ones who
would sometimes go to the
elementary school compound
and scatter plants, steal what
they wanted and often meet some
accidents. But now the parents
are relieved to know where their
children are. There has been a big
This past April began the change with the young children
hot, summer season in the here since 90% of them are in
Philippines. This also ended our daycare.
Another advantage is that
5 year sponsorship commitment
to the Bugnay and Nambaran these children are now better
preschool daycares. The following prepared for elementary school.
are excerpts of letters from During preschool they have
Betty Dumpao and Catherine gained confidence and basic
Mamaril, teachers of those two skills and developed their minds
with curiosity and an interest in
programs.
learning and trying new things.
This is appreciated by the grade 1
Dear Carol and Quadra teacher as well as the parents.

Island Community,
Hello my sponsor!!! Nice to
greet you a happy, happy summer.
Summer here is also an enjoyable
time since most of the kids are
going to the river to swim and have
picnics. Many of the young adults
are home and gather together to
share something about their life
and school experiences especially
with other students who are also
home on vacation. Many of the
young gentlemen are going to
catch fish for their picnics. Some
young ladies are also going to the
river to wash blankets and their
clothes and enjoy having them dry
in the sun.

Working with these children has
also helped to improve my own
teaching skills. I have learned a lot
from these students as I mingled
with them in their everyday lives.
This experience has helped me to
adjust to their different behaviors,
characters and ages and I have
learned to adapt my self to their
likes and dislikes All in all, I have
gained a lot and am therefore very
grateful for your financial and
spiritual support over the past 5
years. Without you there would be
no daycare in my community.

I have included a photo of
my graduating students who are
wearing the graduation attire
On behalf of the community loaned to them by IAT. Thank-you
here, we are very thankful for your so much and good-bye for now.
support that began the preschool Daycare worker, Betty Dumpao
program here. The parents have Dear Carol and Quadra
seen many improvements in the
development of their children. Islanders,
Before when there was no daycare
A pleasant day to you and your
and parents were away working community. Hope you are in the
best of health. March 23rd was the
5th closing exercise of our daycare

in Barangay Nambaran. Eleven
boys and ten girls will be going to
grade 1 and seven will remain in our
daycare. Even though our children
belong to a remote barangay, I am
happy to tell you that they are well
prepared for public school and that
the children from previous years
have adjusted quite nicely.
On behalf of my community,
parents and children I would like
to extend to you our warmest
greetings, gratitude and a million
thanks for the past 5 years that
you have supported us through
IAT. We will treasure in our hearts
your concern for our people.
Even though our time with IAT
has ended, let us be friends and
continue to stay connected. Yours
very truly, Catherine Mamaril
Later on in the season the
Quadrda/Philippines Connection
will be hosting a presentation and
social event with IAT coordinators
David and Petra Durrance as well as
Merliza Dona-al, a graduate student
of IAT’s sponsorship program who
is currently volunteering at the
IAT office in Victoria. This will
be a wonderful opportunity to
find out more about the 2 new
communities Quadra will be
extending support to through this
year’s giant garage sale. Interested
participants can also learn more
about IAT’s sponsorship program
as well as IAT’s Global Youth
Development and Training Centre
in Costa Rica. This program will
provide training and experience to
empower youth to play key roles in
creating positive social, economic
and environmental change in
their communities of origin.
There will also be information
regarding the possibility of IAT
tours to visit projects in either
the Philippines or Costa Rica in
the year to come. So plan to stay
connected through the Quadra/
Philippines Connection!
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Health Maintenance Rebecca Spit Park – 50th Anniversary
James Gordon Clandening, a son, received
This year is the 50th anniversary of our
- At Your Fingertips! beloved
Rebecca Spit being declared a Provincial the Spit from James Sr. James Gordon and his
We are blessed to live here on Quadra Island
for many reasons, and each of us have our own.
In the last nine months Quadra has been added
one more bonus - a world class fitness center
that acts as a healthy social hub, as well as a
Wellness Center filled with caring practitioners
offering effective healing arts and services at a
fraction of the market price anywhere else!

Many people may not yet have realized the
full extent of what we have for health care and
maintenance on this island, many of these
services being offered in just one building:
Medical Doctors, Physiotherapy, Blood
Clinic, Pharmacuetical Support, Chiropractic,
Acupuncture & Tradtitional Chinese Medicine,
Naturopathic Care, Massage & Energy Work,
Infra-red Sauna and Steam, Life Coaching,
Personal Training and Excerise Programs - and
all the different practices support and refer to
the others! This building could be an example
of what every community should have available
to support healthy living!
Many of you have not yet explored the
facility called the Wellness Centre up the stairs
above the gym. The practitioners up those
stairs would like to invite and remind you to
come and have a look at what we have to offer
all islanders, as well as their visiting friends and
families. Next time you are in the Cove, stop
by and have a look - we believe that you will be
more than a little impressed by what we have
put together!
Lori Hewitt
Rejuvenation Bodywork

wife Mary Elizabeth came from Vancouver
to Quadra about 1923. First they lived in
Quathiaski Cove, moving to Rebecca Spit
sometime in the 1930s. The family lived in a
‘The Spit’ is a relatively new addition to the log house located somewhere between the first
geography of Quadra Island. According to the narrow spot and the main parking lot. Then
book Exploring Quadra Island, by local authors they built a house just to the north of the first
Ian Douglas and Jeanette Taylor, “Within the side road entrance off the Spit road. They ran
last 7,500 years, storms and currents have a machine shop at the spit, which was located
eroded the bluffs at the south end of the island. about where the current boat ramp is.
James Gordon and Mary had two sons,
Waves and currents moved cobbles and sand up
along the east coast, forming Rebecca Spit and James Arthur and Albert. The Clandenings
paid for their sons’ education in Vancouver
Drew Harbour”.
by raising turkeys at the Spit. After the death
The First Settlers:
of her husband in 1952, Mary Elizabeth sold
First Nations People
the property to the provincial government. She
Only 2 archeological digs have been conducted discussed it with her sons and they decided
on Quadra, so information about the distant together that they didn’t want it to go into
past is limited. Early inhabitants, most likely private hands. They made an arrangement in
Salish, were here at least 8000 years ago. One which they were given other property and some
dig, just to the north of the first treeless opening, cash in exchange.
identified a site used as a place of refuge till
On June 20, 1959, an official Dedication
about 400 years ago. Several small houses were Ceremony marked the transition from private
surrounded by a partial palisade and a 4 foot property to a public place. According to the
deep trench, which can still be seen today. The souvenir program, “The dedication of the Spit
current First Nation people We Wai Kai are also today fulfills a desire of the Clandenning family
“settlers”, moving to Quadra about 1840.
that its beauty be preserved for all time”.
EUROPEAN EXPLORERS
Attending that ceremony in an official
In 1792 British and Spanish naval ships capacity were then Chairman of Parks, Lloyd
co-operated in charting the bays, islands, and McIlwain; Chairman of Fire Protection, Russell
waterways of this part of the world. Rebecca Swanson; and Cemetary Representative Bill
Spit was named for the British trading schooner Nutting. We hope to see these gentlemen (and
Rebecca. Captain Pender, on the Beaver, anyone else that was there) 50 years later at this
assigned the name in 1864, when the British year’s celebrations!
again surveyed this part of the coast. A spit is
Especially for this commemorative Canada
defined as “a small point of land especially of Day, the Clandenning family will be providing
sand or gravel running into a body of water. a photographic jog down memory lane. This
Therefore, the name “Rebecca Spit” reflects personal archive will give us a rare opportunity
on history and geography.....not someone’s to view pictures of the Spit and local folk from
bad habit!
the 50’s.
Park. June 20th, 1959 saw the park officially
opened with a celebratory picnic. We will be
commemorating this event on Canada Day,
July 1st.

The Second Wave Of Settlers:
Non-Native Inhabitants

50 Year Anniversary As
Provincial Marine Park

Over the years, Rebecca Spit was owned by
three different individuals.

Currently, Rebecca Spit is designated a
Marine Provincial Park. The more than 2 km
William Sayward was the first owner. A sand spit is a unique natural feature, providing
sawyer with a mill in Victoria, who logged a beautiful venue for beach exploration,
extensively on this part of the coast starting in picnicking, and community celebrations like
the 1880s, he bought the 54 acres Spit from the May Day and Canada Day. The walking trails,
picnic area, and open playing field are used by
provincial government on Jan 6, 1887.
many, year round. Drew Harbour is used by
In the 1890’s, James Clandening Sr. purchased
swimmers, kayakers, bird watchers and boaters
the Spit from Sayward for use as a gravel pit.
of all kinds, while tidal pools and driftwood are
James was a Vancouver-based road builder and
enjoyed by modern day explorers. Quadra Island
developer. At that time plans were to terminate
residents and visitors alike enjoy and appreciate
the new continental railway at the head of Bute
this fabulous place and feel very fortunate to
Inlet. James thought the Spit could provided the
have it as part of our island life.
needed gravel for the railway construction. In
With thanks to Jeanette Taylor for the historical
spite of the fact that the railroad didn’t come
through to Bute Inlet, he hung on to the land. information, and Susan Wilson of the Canada Day
Committee for compiling the main text.
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Ruth Masters’
Story Told Aloud
Ruth Masters, now entering
her 90th year, has been a tireless
activist in efforts to keep the
wildness of B.C. wild. A veteran of
the 2nd world war, Ruth first took
to the blockade in Strathcona Park,
when the Social Credit government
thought opening it to commercial
mining was a good plan. Since then
she has supported blockades at the
Carmanah Valley, Clayoquot Sound
and Meares Island. A rascally Ruth
is often heard on televised news
clips lustily blowing ‘O Canada’ on
her harmonica. “The police often
look a bit confused, like they don’t
know whether to keep hauling
protesters off the road, or stand to
attention” snickers Ruth. Despite
her subversive activities, Ruth
has twice been voted ‘Citizen of
the Year’ in the Comox Valley and
received The Governor General’s
Award.

Fire Spinning
Moon Jams
Fire spinners, come strut
your stuff and practice with
fire! Anyone that likes to spin
with fire (or glow!) is welcome
to come and jam and have fun.
Bring your poi, hoop, staff,
fans, whips (!) or any other
safe fire toys you may have!
Come half an hour or so before
it gets dark to practice and
share moves (without fire) especially good for beginners
or those interested in learning.
Also, drummers, didgers, etc.
more than welcome to ad your
musical expression.
Jams to be held on every full
moon and new moon starting
June 7 (to be clear, the dates
are: June 7, June 22, July 7, July
21, Aug. 5, Aug. 20.) Starts at
dusk. Location: Rebecca Spit at
the gate (will be open, but closes
later). If you’re driving, park
on side of road (right before
the gate) - go immediately to
your left - it’s at the little park
right there.

Hazel Lennox, storyteller and
author, thought Ruth’s story should
be written down for posterity,
and after some persuasion (“Why
would anyone be interested in
Spinners bring your own gas,
me?” asked a bemused and modest
preferably
a safety, and come
Ruth) the pair sat down together,
sober.
See
you
there! For more
and “Us Dames Have Come a Long
info
call
Angela
at 285-3994.
Way” is the result. It’s a recounting
of Ruth’s life story along with many
of her quotable quotes - the title of
the book being one.

News From the Hibbie

The Heriot Bay Inn is expanding
its community driven concept, and
is pleased to welcome to the property
four great new businesses.

The new Custodians of the
Heriot Bay Inn are happy to have
these great business additions to the
property. Put them together with
The new expanded gift store our curent partners, Quadra Island
is now Sidelines on the Bay. Deb Kayaks, CR Whale Whatching
Manery, the proprietor of Sidelines, and Discovery Marine Safaris, we
is a great addition to the Heriot know that islanders will also find
Bay Inn team, and the gift shop is these services valuable to the Island
sparkling with jewellery, art, home Community.
and garden accessories and gifts for
yourself (or your friends).

Recycling Glass

Quadra Island Tours and the
Tenzing have also come onboard at
the Heriot Bay Inn. The Tenzing is
a 26’ ex-Navy whaleboat; super safe
on the water, and super fun to tour
in. A coastline or sunset cruise is a
great way to show visiting family
and friends Quadra Island from
another angle. Quadra Island Tours
also brings canoe rentals back to the
Inn, something else to keep in mind
for your visitors. Thanks Jack.

Glass which is acceptable at the
Quadra depot includes clear and
colored liquor bottles, food jars
and clear, single layer sheet glass. It
does not include automobile safety
glass, light bulbs of any kind (these
contain metals), pyrex cookware,
teapots and cups (or any other
ceramic item), old TVs or any other
item which has glass and metal
or plastic together. Metal tops on
jars and bottles and corks in wine
The Heriot Bay Inn is also bottles should be removed before
working with Island Cycles, and recycling.
now has bicycles for rent by the half
Please remember the recycling
or full day. Helmets included!
depot is not a swap shop. If you
Water taxi services are available have old dishes or glassware which
once again from the HBI dock, as need a new home, please take them
the Inn is now partnering with to your favourite second hand
Discovery Launch to provide taxi store. If they are left on the ground
and speciality tour services to this or on top of the bins at the recycling
side of the island. Water taxis from centre they are considered to be
Heriot Bay are booked by calling garbage and will be disposed of
accordingly.
the hotel, 250.285.3322.

“What makes Ruth unusual
is that she’s of a generation that,
generally, didn’t break the law”
says Lennox. “To me, it shows that
laws and rules that don’t serve the
people should be broken, just as
laws and rules that do, should be
followed. Ruth’s dedication to
planet earth and her speaking out
for the animals that can’t speak
for themselves is remarkable.
Throughout, she’s also managed to
maintain her wily sense of humour!
Even those who disagree with her
opinions hold her in respect. That’s
an achievement.”
Lennox and Masters will be
reading from “Us Dames” on Cortes
Island at Manson’s Hall on Friday
June 26th, starting at 7:30 and on
Quadra Island at Cafe Aroma on
Sunday June 28th at 7:30. Books
will be available for sale for $20.
and can be autographed.
www.discoveryislander.ca
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Dear Friends of Quadra
Island Canada Day,
The Discovery Island Chamber of Commerce
initiated a Tourism Committee in 2000 with
a mandate to promote, encourage, support
and improve our community. In 2002, this
group created the Canada Day Committee,
made up of volunteers dedicated to promoting
Canada Heritage and our Island. This event
has now become Quadra’s largest community
celebration, attracting over 1200 people.

Bute Inlet Update Experience The Awesome
Quadra Community Centre
29, 2009 7:00 – 8:00

Monday June

Majesty Of Bute Inlet

The head of Bute Inlet is the climax of
Help keep Bute Inlet’s rivers running wild.
BC’s wild, remote coastline and high rugged
Bute Inlet Run of the River project –Not a mountains. The scale and grandeur of the
Done Deal!
landscape with its 9000 ft finely chiseled granite
Come to the Bute Inlet update and information peaks poised high above the turquoise, glacier
fed ocean waters with 13,200 ft Mt Waddington
meeting for the following:
towering in the background rivals any fiord in
1- Hear what efforts are being done to stop the
the world. It has been described as Canada’s
Run of River project
Grand Canyon but bigger and better.
Every year the Canada Day Celebrations have 2- See recent photos of Bute Inlet
Join Steep Island Lodge and the friends of
successfully grown, and we are preparing for the
3- Pick up more reading material and suggestions Bute Inlet in this special tour to help protect
8th annual. As well, 2009 is the 50th anniversary
of actions you can take in support of the this threatened wilderness gem. Ride with
of Rebecca Spit becoming a Provincial Park,
cause
MV Steep Island on a 2 day water taxi based
which will be included in the celebration.
4- Environmental Assessment Review update expedition to Bute Inlet and the Homathko
We are seeking your financial assistance to
Valley with overnight accommodations at
help make this event the success it has been for
picturesque Homathko Logging Camp and
the past 7 years. You can donate any amount, or
enjoy spirited interpretations of local knowledge
may choose to participate in one of the various
by wilderness guide, Rob Wood.
levels of sponsorship. Bronze-Platinum sponsors
PRICE: $350 per person all inclusive and
will be acknowledged in the event program, and
in our onsite advertisement of supporters:
Buy your tickets in advance - avoid lining up. gst . 10% discount for full group booking 10%
deposit confirms booking
Bronze: $100 Silver: $250 Gold:$500
This year we are once again serving the now
DATES: June 23rd-24th:July 14th -15th: July
Platinum: $750 and over. Gold and Platinum famed seafood pasta dinner on Canada day.
sponsors will also be provided with special Again this year there will be a limited number of 20th -21st: Aug 3rd - 4th: Aug 13th-14th: Sept
mention the evening of the event, in print, meals prepared. The meal will include mussels, 7th -8th : Sept 10th -11th: Sept 28th-29th
on the Chamber’s website, and on Quadra’s salmon, cod, scallops, and prawns in a rich
ITINERARY: The package includes water
community website, www.thegumboot.ca.
creamy pasta sauce served with garlic toast for taxi service from either Campbell River or
We would like to thank Heriot Bay Tru Value $15.00. Last year we served 150 individually Heriot Bay on Quadra Island to Homathko
and Quadra Island Builders for their Platinum cooked dinners with people lining up for an Camp and back; meals, accommodations and
extremely long period of time. This year we will land transportation at Homathko Camp and
Plus Level of support over the years.
be pre-selling tickets for specific times. You can guiding service with in depth geographical and
Any financial assistance you can provide will purchase your tickets in advance for the time historical interpretation.
be greatly appreciated. Please make out cheques periods of between 4:30 - 5pm, 5 -5:30pm, etc.
There are 12 seats available on the water
to Discovery Islands Chamber of Commerce, until 8:30pm. This year we will only be selling
taxi
. Departs Campbell River 8.00am on Day
NB: Canada Day, and submit cheques as soon as 150 tickets in advance on a first come, first
1.
Returns
7.00pm Day 2
possible so we have adequate time to add your served basis.
name to the brochures. Cheques should be sent
Homathko Camp accommodations are basic
Thanks to the generosity of Walcan, we have hotel standard with single and or double rooms
to the mailing address below.
named it the Walcan Seafood Pasta Dinner. The and shared bathrooms. The food is excellent
“Happy 50th Anniversary Rebecca Spit seafood has either been donated or processed
Park!” With our sincere thanks, CanadaDay through Walcan and the mussels provided by with charming and unique old fashioned back
country hospitality. Bring your own lunch on
Committee
Island Sea Farms on Cortes.
day 1 and wine with dinner if you wish.
Discovery Islands Chamber of Commerce
The proceeds from this dinner will be equally
C/O PO Box 790
For Bookings or more information contact
divided between the Quadra Quilters and the Steep island Lodge at info@steepisland.com or
Quathiaski Cove BC V0P vN0
Parent Advisory Committee at Quadra school. call at 250-830-8179
PS Check out the Canada Day Section on
Tickets may be purchased by calling John
NB In the event of a bad forecast the trip may need
www.thegumboot.ca for details of the event,
and check back soon for info on this year’s or Barb Baumfield at 285-2438 or email at to be delayed or cancelled, if so your deposit will be
returned in full.
quadrajohn@gicable.com.
amazing lineup of entertainment!

Canada Day Walcan
Seafood Pasta Dinner
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Time to Sweep
Out the Broom!

The Scotch Broom has now gone to
seed. NOW IS THE LAST CHANCE TO CUT
IT DOWN BEFORE IT SPREADS!!!
This is a non-native and very invasive
plant, and if everyone cut some down we could
minimize its strangle hold on our island. Scotch
broom seed pods HAVE FORMED now and if
left to their own devices they will burst upon the
island soil, literally millions of potential Scotch
Broom plants capable of coming to fruition for
many years to come.
Many people are allergic to Scotch Broom,
and so, ironically, are the least able to go near
them at this time . Any help from those able
bodied-non allergic people would cause us
allergy sufferers to be eternally grateful.

6 Months Until “Messiah”.
If you love to sing you may want to reserve
Thursday evenings to come to Quadra Singers
starting September 17th. If you love to listen
then you may want to mark December 19 th on
your calendar. More info to follow!!!!

Plein Air (Outdoor)
Painting with Firesign
The new Quadra Island Sunday Painters
will Paint Out 11 AM-3 PM (on Sundays).
Contact Nanci if you are interested in joining
us. Would you like to invite painters to a
wonderful view or lovely garden that would
inspire great paintings? Please call 285-3390 or
email firesignart@live.ca

This week is the last chance to register for
an intensive 5 day plein air workshop with
California’s foremost impressionist painter,
David Gallup at Firesign Studio. All classes are
small, maximum 7 students. Call 285-3390 or
see www.firesignartanddesign.com and ask for
Following is a progress report from John a DI discount!
Toelle:

Seniors Housing News

The Quadra Island Salmon
We are making progress with the design of
the infrastructure (hydro, water, driveways,
Enhancement Society’s
etc.) Once we have this information we can
effectively budget and hopefully go forward
with the first building. As the cost of the
infrastructure is substantial we are relying on
as much volunteer time from local companies
QISES is proud to host its 2nd annual
as possible. Our intention is to keep and publish
fundraising
dinner and auction, Saturday, June
an ongoing list of people donating their time
20th,
6:30PM
in Tsa Kwa Luten Resort’s Great
and expertise so that they may benefit from
Hall. Tickets are $50.00 ea. and are available
the local PR.
at Hummingbird, or through Rupert Gale
At this time we would like to thank the (285.2497). The dinner will once again feature
following people who have generously fit time in the Resort’s specialty, a seafood buffet along
from their schedules to donate their skills:
with a variety of auction venues throughout
Bob McDonnell from Wired Electric for the evening.
his input into the electrical service sizing and
Last year’s event was a complete success – a
design.
wonderful evening of great food and merriment

2nd Annual Dinner
& Auction

Paul Flemming from The Water Guy for at one of Quadra’s premier locations, and
we raised over $12,000 for local salmon
offering a drinking water analysis.
Rob from Rob Wood Design for his insights enhancement! What better way to kick off
the summer! Tickets sold out and people were
into the design for sitting and housing.
unfortunately turned away last year, so please
Rick Milne, Last Drop Water Systems, for get your tickets early.
a well flow test and advice on a water system
We hope you can make it!
design.
If you are a local tradesperson/professional
and have skills that may be useful to this project
please call John at 250 285 3783
-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.A big THANK YOU to the members of OAP
Br.91 who voted at the June 3 meeting to donate
Five Thousand Dollars to the building project.
This is particularly appreciated at this time,
when we are preparing to start construction.
Branch 91 contributed the seed money back in
1996 to get the Society started, and has played
a key part in moving the project along. Thanks
Again!
www.discoveryislander.ca
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Yoga Summer
Sadhana
Sadhana is the Sanskrit word for
practice. Here is an opportunity to
experience the benefits of a daily
yoga practice for five consecutive
mornings. Regular yoga practice
builds stamina, allows flexibility
and improves balance both mentally
and physically. Each day you will
be gently guided through a sequence
of breath control and asana (poses).
Suitable for the novice as well as
more experienced students.
Monday July 27 - Friday July 31.
7:00 am – 8:00 am $50 session
Ann Toelle, West Road Yoga
Studio Mats and props provided.
To ensure the offering of this
session Please register by July 22
at 285-3065.
Ann Toelle RYT, Registered
Yoga Teacher, has had a dedicated
daily yoga practice for over 3
years and taught here on Quadra
for 2 years. Ann is drawn to the
Iyengar method of yoga for its
precise movement with attention
to alignment and safety in each
pose. Her study of yoga continues
with a Certified Iyengar Teacher
in Courtenay.

Historical Tours Of
Desolation Sound &
Toba Inlet In June

Fundraiser Fixes
Five More Cats
Group Thanks Performers and

During the month of June the
Door Prize Donors
Cortes Island Museum is offering
Funds raised through the
two very different trips exploring
Q u a d r a Fe r a l C a t G r o u p ’ s
the Desolation Sound area.
Catbaret will pay to fix five
On June 21st, the museum more cats.
invites you aboard the “Misty
“We are so grateful to the
Isles” to celebrate the solstice in
performers who shared their
style on the next cruise in their
talent during the Catbaret, and
summer tours program. The fee for
to local businesses that donated
the Solstice Dinner Cruise is $85
fabulous door prizes,” says
(which includes GST). The cost
the group’s coordinator Lara
of dinner is not included.
Fraser. “All the money raised
Then on June 27th and 28th, pays for spaying and neutering
the Cortes Island Museum hosts a island cats currently fending for
two-day cruise through the heart themselves.”
of Desolation Sound and into Toba
T h e g ro u p a n t i c i p a t e s a
onboard “Misty Isles”.
busy summer, continuing to
The group will overnight in fix adult cats in a number of
Toba Wildernest’s hostel-style locations, taming this year’s
cabins and campground. All kittens in foster homes and then
meals, including a gourmet salmon advertising them for adoption.
barbecue, and lodging are included The group is currently fostering
in the $320 fee ($295 for those two adults and three kittens in
who camp). For accommodation need of permanent homes.
and tour information call the
T h e Q u a d r a Fe r a l C a t
museum at (250) 935-6340 or
Group’s fundraising efforts
email cimas@twincomm.ca or
will also continue, with a table
www.mistyislesadventures.com
at the Saturday market, change
collected in cans on local
store counters and donations
accepted through an account at
the Quadra Coastal Community
Credit Union.
“We’re into kitten adoption
season now, so it’s timely to
remind people adopting them
to please, please get them fixed
so we don’t end up with more
unwanted strays,“ she sums
up.
Quadra Feral Cat Group can
be reached via telephone at
250-285-3941 or by email at
quadracats@yahoo.com.
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Chamber of Commerce
Marketing Projects Call for Submissions
The Discovery Islands Chamber of
Commerce (DICC) is moving forward
w i t h Q u a d r a ’ s C o m m u n i t y To u r i s m
O p p o r t u n i t i e s P ro j e c t f u n d e d by t h e
Chamber and Tourism British Columbia.
The project covers three components
and includes production of a media kit,
production of a lure brochure/rack card
and web page development.
To t h i s e n d , w e a r e s e e k i n g t h e
submission of digital images and/or
your version of “Quadra Island Essential
Knowledge” or “Insider’s Knowledge”
for story ideas. Selected images and
stories will help shape this community
project. The deadline for submissions is
Saturday June 20, 2009. Please email to
carolannt@telus.net or call Carol Ann at
250-285-2609 evenings for information.

Cortes Island Museum
Opens for summer!
We’ve added a day! The Cortes Museum’s
open for the summer 6 days a week – Tuesday
to Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Welcome Cali
Barton as Museum interpreter for the summer
and Lorna Brown on weekends.
Look for more great displays, ‘get lost’ in
historical photo albums, see Cortes wildlife
hanging about and in the Museum store lots
of new and used books. Buy a raffle ticket
on the exceptional book “Last of the Wild
Wolves”; come for a picnic in the Heritage
Garden amongst blooming plants from old
homesteads; become a Museum member;
sign up for a cruise aboard MISTY ISLES
or kayaking the shores of Cortes; participate
in Art-in-the-Garden coming up on summer
weekends; tour local artists’ studios August
1 and 2 – tickets on sale soon.

First Historic Tours
of the Summer

Early 1900’s photo of a Union Steamship in
Nodales Channel
The Museum at Campbell River’s ‘Summer
On The Water’ is set to begin this July 5 and
July 12 with two Historic Boat Cruises to
Sonora Island. Both trips occur from 9:30
am to 2:30 pm and include a fabulous lunch
at Dent Island Lodge. The historic tour will
progress north from Campbell River through
Discovery Passage and continue on through
Nodales Channel between Sonora and East
Thurlow, heading through Yaculta Rapids,
stopping for lunch at Dent Island Lodge.   On the
return trip to Campbell River, the boat will pass
through Hole in the Wall and follow the coasts
of Quadra, Maurelle and Read Island, before
‘rounding the horn’ at Cape Mudge. If you
haven’t experienced the amazing waterways of
the Discovery Islands, you haven’t fully lived.
On-board historic interpretation will provide
insight into the colourful history of this area.
The cost for the 5 hour trip is $175.00 including
lunch at Dent Island. These historic trips are
offered through a partnership between the
Museum and Discovery Marine Safaris. Please
call the Museum at 287-3103 to register.

Watch for these and more events on posters
and ads around Cortes or contact the Cortes
Island Museum: e-mail cimas@twincomm.
ca or phone 250-935-6340.

www.discoveryislander.ca
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Halliday’s Viewpoint
by Steven Halliday

A

On the Road Again!

t the time of writing this column the
news is dominated by the prospect
of another federal election, Iran’s
political fracturing and North Korea’s continuing
self-destructive behavior in playing with nuclear
fire…plenty of grist for the writer’s mill. Having
said that, all of these issues are so fluid at this
point that comment is likely fruitless, so will be
reserved for later attention. In the meantime, I’d
like to share some experiences while on a recent
jaunt through south central British Columbia,
and how they further cemented my concurrence
with our province’s current slogan “The Best
Place on Earth.”

1950’s and 1960’s that were left behind with
our acceleration of life…way back when, many
would take 2 days to transit the Canyon, a 2
hour trip for us today. In spite of scenery that
is unrivalled in Canada the Canyon has all the
hallmarks of a forgotten land, and other than
Hell’s Gate for tourists and Boston Bar for gas
($0.99/litre on June 10) most drivers only pass
through as quickly as they can. I recall my
parent’s adventure stories about trips through
to the interior in the late 1940’s and 1950’s,
when the Fraser Canyon was 2 lanes only at the
best of times, and achieving 40 miles an hour
was both rare and foolhardy – we have albums
I decided to take a few days to go visit my full of pictures of the old scenic Canyon. Today,
Mom in 100 Mile House, where she recently most make the trip without pause and miss an
relocated after many years in Victoria. I also important landmark in our history that is as
have other family in Summerland, which made interesting today as it was when hardy pioneers
it easy to plan a trip that allowed me plenty of clung to its cliffs in the gold rush days.
travel time while ensuring I had a bed to sleep
Driving the Fraser Canyon put me in the
in within reasonable distances. Travelling main mood to look for other roads that held more
highways is not my idea of a good time, and BC’s promise, and a bit of scouting provided an
mainland provides plenty of alternatives to our excellent prospect. About 8 kilometers north of
4-lane asphalt jungles, so I looked forward to a Clinton one will find a sign pointing west to Dog
return to the Fraser Canyon - a road I hadn’t Creek, Alkali Lake and the Gang Ranch. I had
visited in many years - as an alternative to the often heard of Alkali Lake Ranch as a child and
Coquihalla.
wannabe cowboy, mentioned in the same breath
Entering the village of Yale at the start of the as the Gang and Douglas Lake ranches and the
Canyon was heralded by the sudden change from Frontier Cattle Company as stalwarts of BC’s

waves, though I’m sure later in summer months
one will encounter many frustrated tourists
and hapless RV pilots now finding themselves
well over their heads, road wise, much to the
frustration of the locals that know the road
intimately. Interestingly, there are no speed limit
signs on this road…common sense rules if you
wish to complete the trip intact.
During these travels I noticed a phenomenon
that has emerged in other explorations - usually
in high desert country - that I have labelled
the Cariboo Investment Plan. In this plan, one
never disposes of major household purchases
such as pickup trucks, cars, refrigerators and
stoves…you simply stockpile the defunct items
conveniently alongside one’s home, thereby
being able to keep a close eye on the gathering
future fortune. In dry climates, these obsolete
(and usually bullet-ridden) household articles
do not rust, and theoretically will be worth
a fortune someday as scrap or spare parts.
Given the behaviour of the markets lately, who
knows?

On my return trip I took another back road
journey, down Highway 5C from Kamloops to
Merritt via Stump Lake. This road, paved and
drivable at pretty much 90 km/h all the way
through, crosses some of BC’s most magnificent
grassland country. A tourist sign near Stump
blue sky to black,
Lake, one of the
quickly followed by
hundreds erected
thunder, lightning
by the Province in
and a deluge that
the 1960’s, advises
produced a good
that “in the 1870’s
2 inches of rain
the bunchgrass
i n 10 m i n u t e s
hereabouts
and prompted 3
reached a horses
hydroplaning incidents even though my speed sprawling ranching empires. The intervening belly” on rolling hills as far as they eye can
had been reduced to 40 km/h at that point. 240 km dirt road is not recommended for see. Coupled with abundant lakes and streams,
The challenging nature of the road coupled those without a sense of adventure and a thick stands of good timber and rich glacial
with nature’s majesty (and fury) made for an dependable and sturdy vehicle, but incredible soil this valley was and is a paradise of the
interesting time through Boston Bar, where vistas, remarkably changeable topography, planet. It is sparsely populated except for fat
blue skies returned. Having made many trips geology and biology awaits those who venture and happy cattle, and provides a comfortable
through the canyon, I was surprised to see along it; all this from the comfort of your motor and convenient route through which one can
that the speed limit is 90 or 100 km/h in most vehicle while transiting a very challenging road. experience the best of BC’s cattle country. And
stretches while little about the highway itself has Single lanes hugging steep cliff faces, “S” turns, then you hit Merritt, and the fun of the drive
changed. In hindsight I realize that the diversion washboard road and grades exceeding 18% are comes to a rapid conclusion.
of traffic to the Coquihalla has probably made normal on this road, so it is a challenging and
Being born and raised in BC I take natural
possible the change from yesterdays much more rewarding trip for anyone who loves to drive. pride in its magnificence, I’ve always enjoyed
conservative speed limits.
Cariboo spruce and pine forest, desert exploring the province, and in these times of
One memorable emotion for me on this chaparral and rolling grasslands are among economic turmoil travelling BC’s back roads
segment of the journey was the sense of failure the landscapes one traverses until emerging at can provide an economical and unforgettable
one encounters in the Canyon…successive sites Williams Lake, and during the 4 hours or so I vacation experience for you and yours while
of failed ventures line either side of the highway spent on this road I only encountered 5 vehicles supporting our local economies. BC truly is the
outside of the few settlements. Most of these travelling in either direction. They were all area best place on earth, and offers almost limitless
were family operations developed through the residents judging by the dinged-up condition opportunities for exploration…get out there and
of their vehicles and traditional friendly hand- experience it while it lasts.

“...travelling BC’s back roads can provide an economical

and unforgettable vacation experience for you and yours...”

14 Discovery Islander #450 June 19th, 2009

www.discoveryislander.ca

Finding Coral Expedition to search for deep
sea corals on Canada’s Pacific Coast
Story & pictures by Mark Wunsch

H

ave you ever wondered what might
be on the bottom of the ocean in
British Columbia? Than you can
follow now an exciting deep sea expedition
on the internet (www.findingcoral.com) that
is currently exploring the ocean floor with
manned submarines. The expedition took of on
World Ocean Day, June 8th and will end June
23rd. The first days have brought amazing data
and footage of a so far unknown world. So tune
in and watch the almost daily video updates.
Led by B.C.’s Living Ocean Society, the
expedition has set out to find and map the
unique deep sea coral beds North of Vancouver
Island. Equipped with high-resolution cameras
the six scientist on board dive the subs down to a
depth of 600m. They gather information critical
to increasing our understanding of the role that Submersibles ready for a dive.					
photo: Mark Wunsch
deep sea corals play in our ocean ecosystem.
and many other species,” says Dr. Thomas framing a concept that protect the productivity
“Around the world, countries are learning
Shirley of Texas A&M University-Corpus, and and diversity of the coral beds.
more about deep sea corals and taking the
a member of the Finding Coral Research Team.
“We are diving in places where nobody has
necessary steps to protect them from destructive
“We expect to find similar results in B.C., and if been before and possibly seeing species never
fishing practices,” says Jennifer Lash, Executive
so, these corals need to be protected to support seen before” says Jennifer Lash. “This is an
Director of Living Oceans Society and leader
a healthy ocean ecosystem and sustainable incredible opportunity to learn more about the
of the Finding Coral Expedition. “In Alaska,
fisheries.”)
deep ocean ecosystem and the creatures that
Washington, Oregon, and California deep sea
“In 2008 Fisheries and Oceans Canada live there…
corals have been given substantial protection.
We want to see the same care given to the conducted a survey of corals on Learmonth
Watch out for the blue and white Cape
corals in British Columbia and we hope that Bank, north of Haida Gwaii,” says Greg Flattery with three submarines on deck on
this research expedition will go a long way to Workman, a Fisheries and Oceans Canada the June 23rd when it is scheduled to pass the
(DFO) scientist from Nanaimo and member Discovery Islands on its return to Vancouver.
making that happen.”
of the Finding Coral Research Team. “DFO is
Most of the information available about
Could be extra box, feel free to change text.
participating in the Finding Coral Expedition
deep sea corals so far has been coming from the
On board is Quadra new resident, marine
because we believe that this research will build
specimens that are caught as bycatch in bottom
on the data we gathered last summer. It is biologist and media producer Mark Wunsch.
trawls. The beautiful gorgonian corals can be
especially exciting because it is the first time that He joined the expedition to cover daily findings
several hundred years old and once destroyed
manned submersibles have been used for this and stories. Mark and his colleague Tavi Parusel
may never come back again.
type of research and we have much more control from Vancouver are sending almost daily video
( “My research in Alaska found that deep sea on what we are doing down there.”
feeds via satellite to the expeditions website.
corals provided habitat for fish, crabs, shrimp
The scientific results are expected to help Watch in on www.findingcoral.com

Gorgonian Skeleton Shrimp			
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photo: Mark Wunsch
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Classifieds
HOSPITALITY

FIRESIGN ART & DESIGN
STUDIO AND B&B:

Enjoy quiet privacy in our delightful
3-bedroom B&B with kitchenette,
includes multi-course breakfasts
specialising in wheat-free baking.
Tourism BC Approved, BC B&B
Innkeepers. Art studio, gallery,
amber jewellery, workshops.
250-285-3390,
www.firesignartanddesign.com

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: 2003 GMC

Savana 12 passenger window
van. $15,000. 285-2880

TOURS
TOUR ABOARD THE
TENZING
a 26’ ex-Navy Whaleboat.
1.5 hour daily tours Only $44.00
Phone the HBI to reserve. 2853322 (min. 4 passengers to run)

brilla brilla!!!
BRILLA BRILLA
Art gallery is open for the
summer! Monthly exhibits of
fresh artists! June 5 - 30 is Zoe
‘Danger’ Cassidy’s debut show.
Also a growing selection of music
currently featuring CR Avery
& more! located at On-Root
Greenhouse Q-Cove

STORES

AMPED ON NUTRITION

- Quadra Island’s Health
Food Store and Deli. We
carry vitamins, supplements,
alternative groceries and more.
Energize yourself with our
delicious, organic vegetarian deli
delights. Combining what you
need with what you want.
Open 10:00 am - 6 pm every
day except closed Sundays and
Mondays 250-285-3142

SERVICES
FERNBANK SAWMILL
Custom cutting at your place
or mine on a state-of-theart Woodmizer mill. We cut
everything from beams to siding.
Call Gerry Cote: 250-285-3651

Q-COVE
APPLIANCE REPAIR
We are now a full service
appliance repair facility for
all of your domestic appliance
needs at affordable rates. We
are a new and used parts depot
for all appliances and carry a
good selection of quality rebuilt
appliances. All come with oneyear warranty on parts and
labour. Free delivery for most
of Quadra. Call 250-285-3425
or cell 250-202-3425

HELP WANTED

		
For HERIOT BAY
June 19 - July 3

Date

Time

m

ft.

19
Friday

02:01
09:54
17:33
21:43

4.6
1.1
4.3
3.8

15.1
3.6
14.1
12.5

20
02:37
Saturday 10:34
18:22
22:54

4.6
0.7
4.6
3.9

15.1
2.3
15.1
12.8

21
03:21
Sunday 11:17
19:06
23:58

4.7
0.4
4.9
4.0

15.4
1.3
16.1
13.1

22
04:09
Monday 12:01
19:49

4.7
0.2
5.1

15.4
0.7
16.7

23
00:57
Tuesday 05:04
12:47
20:32

3.9
4.6
0.2
5.3

12.8
15.1
0.7
17.4

24
01:55
Wednesday 06:04
13:33
21:13

3.8
4.5
0.3
5.3

12.5
14.8
1.0
17.4

25
02:53
Thursday 07:08
14:20
21:52

3.6
4.4
0.5
5.3

11.8
14.4
1.6
17.4

26
Friday

Applications should include
resume, statement of personal
educational philosophy and
references and should be sent to:
Linnaea School Box 98 Manson’s
Landing, BC VOP IKO.

03:53
08:14
15:05
22:30

3.3
4.2
0.9
5.2

10.8
13.8
3.0
17.1

27
04:50
Saturday 09:23
15:50
23:05

2.9
3.9
1.4
5.1

9.5
12.8
4.6
16.7

Fo r m o re i n f o r m a t i o n
contact the school at school@
linnaeafarm.org or Phone 250935-6747.

28
05:46
Sunday 10:44
16:34
23:39

2.5
3.6
2.0
5.0

8.2
11.8
6.6
16.4

Application deadline is
July 6, 2009. Only applicants
chosen for an interview will be
contacted.

29
06:41
Monday 12:20
17:21

2.2
3.5
2.6

7.2
11.5
8.5

30
00:12
Tuesday 07:35
14:10
18:16

4.8
1.8
3.6
3.1

15.7
5.9
11.8
10.2

01
00:45
Wednesday 08:27
15:53
19:35

4.6
1.5
3.8
3.6

15.1
4.9
12.5
11.8

02
01:20
Thursday 09:15
17:07
21:15

4.5
1.3
4.2
3.8

14.8
4.3
13.8
12.5

03
Friday

4.4
1.1
4.4
3.9

14.4
3.6
14.4
12.8

COASTAL COMMUNITY
CREDIT UNION Quadra

Island Branch is looking for
someone to perform Janitorial
duties on a contract basis. Please
contact Ruth Rombough at the
Quadra Branch Monday to Friday.
Phone 250-285-3327.

LINNAEA SCHOOL is

a small, independent school
on Cortes Island that offers
a c re a t i ve, n a t u re - b a s e d
curriculum for children K-Gr 8.
Linnaea School is offering a parttime teaching position for grades
3,4 and 5 in Social Studies and
Science, starting in September
2009. The successful applicant
will be a creative and flexible
team member, with strong
skills in democratic classroom
management. They will be able
to deliver an active, exploratory
approach to the curriculum.
Applicants must hold a valid
B.C. teaching certificate. A
background in Music and/or
French, and experience in multiage classes is an asset.

01:58
09:58
17:58
22:38

Pacific Daylight Time +7

