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Land Act: 
Notice of Intention to Apply

For the Disposition of Crown Land
Take notice that, Richard Schellinck, PO Box 4, 

Merville, BC, VOR 2MO,  intends to make application 
to Integrated Land Management Bureau (ILMB), 
Ministry of Agriculture and Lands, Coast Region Office 
for Tenure of  Specific Permission, for a Private 
Moorage, Quadra Island, Gowlland Harbour Area, 
April Point Road, DL 208, Sayward District.

The Lands File Number that has been established for 
this application is File # 1413348 / 29781. 

Written comments concerning this application 
should be directed to the Section Head,  Crown Land 
Adjudication at Suite 142, 2080 Labieux Road, Nanaimo, 
BC V9T 6J9, or emailed to: - AuthorizingAgency.
Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca. 

Comments will be received by ILMB until 51 days 
from this date. ILMB may not be able to consider 
comments received after this date.

Please visit our web site http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca  
under this link: Applications & Reasons for Decision 
for more information. Be advised that any response to 
this advertisement will be considered part of the public 
record. For information, contact freedom of information 
Bureau’s regional office.

NOTICE OF VOTE
TO: MEMBERS OF WE WAI KAI NATION
TAKE NOTICE that a Ratification Vote will be held in accordance 
with the We Wai Kai Nation Community Ratification Process on 
September 24th, 25th and 26th, 2009 in order to determine if 
Registered Voters approve the We Wai Kai  Nation Land Code and 
the Individual Agreement.

The following question will be asked of the Registered Voters of  the 
We Wai Kai Nation by ballot:

“Do you approve:

• The We Wai Kai  Nation Land Code  dated August 1st, 2008 and

• The Individual Agreement with Her Majesty the Queen in 
Right of Canada? 

The Ratification Vote will take place on Thursday, the 24th day of 
September to Saturday the 26th day of September, 2009 from 8 a.m. 
until 8 p.m. at:

The We Wai Kai Nation Administration Offices located in both the 
Quinsam and Cape Mudge Indian Reserves

#102-2005 Eagle Drive                           #1 Weway Road

Campbell River, British Columbia	 Cape Mudge, Quadra Island, B.C.

Copies of the Background Documents, the Ratification Documents 
and the Ratification Process may be obtained from Lise Steele, 
Land Code Coordinator, at the We Wai Kai Nation Administration 
Offices, #102-2005 Eagle Drive, British Columbia, telephone (250) 
286-1807 Ext. 224.

AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that all Members of We Wai Kai 
Nation 18 years of age or older as of the date of the Ratification Vote 
are eligible to vote, PROVIDED THAT SUCH MEMBERS MUST 
COMPLETE A VOTER REGISTRATION DOCUMENT TO BE 
PLACED ON THE LIST OF REGISTERED VOTERS. 

Voter registration documents will be sent to all Eligible Voters whose 
address is on record with the We Wai Kai Nation. Voter registration 
documents are also available from Robert McKerracher, Ratification 
Officer at the address and telephone number appearing below.

DATED at Campbell River, Province of British Columbia this 30th 
day of July, 2009.

Robert McKerracher, Ratification Officer,

P.O. Box 491, Heriot Bay, Province of British Columbia, V0P 1H0

Telephone: (888) 804 3129, (250) 285 3129 Facsimile: (250) 285 
3201 email: mckerr@gicable.com

NOTE: Any Registered Voter may vote by mail-in ballot. If an 
Eligible Voter has not received a Voter Registration Document 
by September 3rd, 2009 please contact the Ratification Officer 
so that the necessary form can be supplied to you.
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Island Calendar is a list of on island events. Please submit separately for the Island Calendar 
and News & Events or indicate in your submission if you would like your event placed in both. 

Following the text order exactly as above for email submissions is appreciated (month, date, day, 
title, place and time), use the title as your email subject. Current advertisers welcome to submit 

events but not-for-profit items will be given priority. Thank you.

Island Calendar
D a y  b y  d a y

Island Calendar online: www.d i scovery i s lander.ca

T h e  R e g u l a r s

Next Deadline: Monday, August 24th, 2009

Submit your event: eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

• Quadra Legion - Now open Thurs & Fri at 7 pm and Saturdays at 4:00pm

• Every Monday - Parent and Tots 9:30 am - noon Q.C.C.

	 - Sing for Pure Joy!   3 - 4:30 pm  Room 3 Q.C.C. All Voices Welcome.

• Every Tuesday- Quadra Children’s Song Circle -   3 - 4:00 p.m.  Room 3 Q.C.C.

	  - Al-anon meeting, 7.30 pm at the Children’s Centre

	 - Folkdancing QCC-7:30 pm Sept-April 
• Every Wednesday - Moms and Babes 11 am - noon Q.C.C. 
	 - Community Lunch noon Q.I.C.C.

	 • Every Thursday - Parent and Tots 9:30 am - noon Q.C.C.  
	 -Yoga Classes 9-11 AM and 5-7 PM with Brenda Dempsey at the 
Upper Realm, QCove. 285-3054 or 203-1575 Drop ins welcome $12.

	 - Prayer Meeting, 7:00pm at Quadra Island Bible Church

	 - Life Drawing Sessions with model at Firesign Studio 7-9:30 pm 

• Every Saturday - Farmers’ Market behind the Credit Union 10 am - 2 pm

	 - Legion Meat Draw 5:00 pm, Steak Dinner at 6:30pm 
• Every Sunday ‑ QI United Church Service-11am, Set. - June 		  - 
Family Worship Service 10:30am Quadra Island Bible Church

	 -Quadra Sunday Painters, 11 AM- 2 PM, call Nanci 250-285-3390

	 - Buddhist meditation 10 am Q.I.C.C., everyone welcome

	 - Live Jazz at HBI 6:30 pm

• 1st Monday - Quadra writers group - 7:00 to 9:00 pm 285-3656

• 1st and 3rd Wednesday - Food Bank 1-2 Community Centre

Friday, August 14 
- Michigan Curve				    HBI Pub

Saturday, August 15 
- Noelle Maffin sings                                 		  Quadra Farmers’ Market 
10 a.m. to Noon

Sunday, August 23 
- Cops for Cancer Fundraiser			   Quadra Legion 
Starts at 4:30 pm, dinner at 5:30 pm

August 24-28 
- The Art of the Water Media Study painting workshop with Dianne Bersea at 
Firesign 250-285-3390

Monday, August 31 
- Living Life Large performing arts festival		  HBI 
1 pm til midnight

Thursday, September 3  
- Quadra Island Salmon Enhancement Society AGM 	 EcoCentre  
Time T.B.A.				    Hyacinthe Rd. 

Friday, September 4 
- Crimson Reign				    Quadra Legion 
9 pm to 1 am $5 cover at the door

Public Meeting to 
Plan Park Defense

In preparation for an imminent 
announcement by Environment 
Minister Barry Penner, the 
Friends of Strathcona Park are 
hosting a public meeting and 
strategy session in Courtenay.

The Minister will be making 
an announcement very soon 
on his decision to amend the 
Strathcona Provincial Park Master 
Plan for the park to allow private 
commercial horse use in the 
park.

The meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, August 19th at 7:30 
p.m. in the Evergreen Seniors’ 
Lounge of the Florence Filberg 
Centre in Courtenay. All members 
of the public are urged to attend.

For further information contact 
Kel Kelly at 250 337-8348
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Island Forum

Subscriptions available

$30.00* for 6 months 
$50.00* for 12 months  

(* includes GST)

Submission Guidelines
Items for publication are 
welcomed on subjects of 

interest to the Discovery Islands 
community. Please help us by 

following these guidelines:
• P lease pr in t  handwri t ten  
material clearly.
• Items sent by email & must be 
saved as Word or rtf formats. Please 
spell check in Canadian English. 
• No MS Publisher, WordPerfect files 
or graphics in Word files please. Send 
imported graphics separately.
• Please use the title of the item  
as email subject.
• Please don’t send original 
irreplaceable material.
• Please remember to caption & 
credit photos and artwork. Don’t 
write on the back of photos use 
labels or Postits™.

While every effort is made to 
include all items submitted, 

errors and accidental omissions 
do occur and the Discovery 

Islander should be only one part 
of your publicity efforts.

Next Deadline 
Monday, August 24th
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Islander
Discovery

With regard to the Wilderness 
Tourism Association (WTA) 
letter regarding the Gunner Point 
Zoning decision (DI July 31) 
Jim Abram Strathcona Regional 
District (SRD) director for Area 
C has emailed me to say “I would 
like you to retract your misleading 
and incorrect statement in the DI 
regarding what I had to say about 
your comments regarding the 
rezoning at gunner point... What 
I said is in print in the DI for all 
to read, and it says, ‘the second 
offer came from the Wilderness 
Tourism Association (WTA) 
president, also offering to work 
with the Strathcona Regional 
District to help us implement 
our board resolution. The WTA 
represents a very substantial 
percentage of the wilderness 
tourism sector, all of whom are 
concerned about our coastal 
ecosystems.’ This in no way says 
that you support our decision.. be 
clear on that.. I was very careful to 
not misrepresent your comments 
nor your organization and I would 
appreciate it if you would afford 
me the same courtesy.  You offered 
to help make a bad situation better 
and that is all that I said in my 
comments. Please clarify this in 
the DI.” 

I would concur with Jim 
Abram’s comments that WTA 
would work with the SRD to help 
them get it right to implement 
the intent of their resolution, 
which I believe was to protect 
the wild salmon and provide jobs 
in salmon farming. What we 
pointed out in our July 31 letter is 
that it is impossible to fulfill this 
resolution at Gunner Point, and 
SRD should ask Grieg Seafood to 
move their farm application to a 
suitable location for commercially 
available closed containment.  
Such a location would be a site on 
the east coast of Vancouver Island 
or on Quadra Island where there is 
access to BC Hydro power and to 
a highway network. If re-located 
then the SRD resolution to have 
Grieg Seafood move to closed 
containment could be fulfilled.

Further in Jim’s email he says  
“your comments about us not 
replying to you are correct. What 
you have left out is the reason why 
and you know it well. We are not 
allowed to discuss the information 
with you. So please do not make 
us look like we are not responsive 
to citizens. That is just plain not 
true. You have been invited by our 
staff to work with them and that 
is the process that must be used.” 
I find it difficult to accept this 
statement as it has not been shown 
to my satisfaction that the SRD 
directors cannot talk to me about 
my concerns with their motion as 
put forward at third reading. To 
me this works as some sort of gag 
ruling and it makes it difficult for 
the directors to do their job, and 
be certain that the decisions they 
made were correct and based on 
the facts available. In my limited 
discussions with them by email or 
telephone I find that they feel very 
constrained and unhappy with not 
being able to answer or reply to the 
dialogue about the resolution they 
have passed.

I do wish the SRD directors well 
in trying to resolve the conflicts 
that have been generated over 
their resolution and I believe they 
do care about the wild salmon and 
wish to find a way to have the farm 
industry conduct their farming in a 
way that does not damage the wild 
salmon as it does now. 

Yours truly, 

Brian Gunn
President of WTA

Dear Quadra People
One year ago, a Quadra Island 

family lost their home in a fire. 
People were kind and helpful 
to them when this happened. 
They have many people in the 
community to thank for their 
generosity and hospitality. 
However, they were not able to 
clean up the site of their home 
for several months after this fire. 
By then, it was late in the fall, 
well into the school year. So this 
family spent a year staying with 
friends and relatives, as well as in 
small, old trailers that are not quite 
suitable housing for all the people 
over the winter. They managed to 
get a house framed and partially 
built, but it is still a long ways 
from livable.

There is a dinner, dance and 
silent auction, with Duffie and 
Friends playing at the legion 
August 29, in order to raise funds 
for this Quadra Island family 
home, and recruit volunteer labor 
to help build their house. Lets not 
leave our friends and neighbors 
out in the cold! Donations of 
building supplies, labor, money are 
welcome and much appreciated 
to our building committee. A 
knowledgeable co coordinator 
would be very welcome for 
this project. For information, 
contributions, or ideas towards this 
necessary, conscious, community 
effort call Leslie, 250 285 2054

Sincerely 
Rena Patrick

Editor, Discovery Islander

Re: Gunner Point Rezoning SRD and WTA

Dear Letter Writers,
When controversy arises in our 

community letters pour in to the DI 
- witness this issue. But before you 
reach for the keyboard take a look 
at the letters page in the Vancouver 
Sun. One, two three paragraphs per 
letter is usually all the ink allotted. 

PLEASE keep your points brief. 
I don’t want to take the axe to your 
masterpiece but 2,000 words is a 
short story not a letter. 300-500 
words should be ample to say your 
piece. Paid space is altogether another 
matter (see page 8 for details).

Concisely Yours
Philip Stone
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 Fish Farms and 
Democracy

  In the decade before 1990, the annual sport 
catch of Coho in the Strait of Georgia was half a 
million fish per season. In 1991, the sport catch 
fell to just 14,000 fish. According to Jeremy 
Maynard’s editorial in the North Islander (June 
30, 2009) “It’s been downhill ever since.”

   Interestingly enough about this same 
time, Jim Abram was elected by our Quadra 
Community and according to Jim “was 
requested by my community to run for office 
due to the unprecedented proliferation of fish 
farms.”  (Discovery Islander, July 3, 2009)

   So long ago, when Campbell River was 
the “Salmon Capital of the World,” Jim Abram 
represented his community and their concerns 
about the rapid decline of wild salmon.   Even 
last month, Jim proclaimed, “I have never been a 
proponent of major industrial activity in the areas 
I represent.”  (Discovery Islander, July 3, 2009)

A solid record of social & environmental 
concern and a clear democratic agenda has 
defined Jim Abram’s record these last 21 years.

  Then last month Jim Abram voted for the 
largest fish farm yet.  He called it “one of the 
more difficult decisions I have had to make.” 

So it was quite a shock that Jim Abram (with the 
help of Noba Anderson from Cortes Island) voted 
for Greig Seafoods fish farm at Gunner Point, right 
on the wild salmon migration route.  We are talking 
about 700,000 Atlantic salmon in 14 net cages, 
each measuring 30 metres by 30 metres. 

  Jim justifies his decision by his “tried and 
true philosophy of balance.”   The balance 
is not some half-way point between half a 
million salmon and only 14,000 salmon.  The 
“balance” is between his role as a “leader” and 
his role as a “representative” of the views of our 
community.  Jim suggests since there are two 
sides to the issue, his  “leadership role needs 
to come into play” in a big way.   (Discovery 
Islander, July 3, 2009)

  Unfortunately Jim allowed the “leadership 
role” to completely negate the “representation” 
of the vast majority of his constituents.  The 
Campbell River Courier-Islander took a poll 
of local residents.   They asked the following 
question:  “Do you think two new Atlantic 
Salmon farms should be allowed to locate 
in Sunderland Channel?”  The people, who 
Jim is supposed to represent voted 5,127 
against the new fish arms and 316 in favour.  
A friend of mine couldn’t vote because she had 
the same e-mail address as her husband, so it’s 
a true rendering of public opinion.

   Now if the vote was say a 60/40 split 
or even a 65/35 split, there is always room 
for “leadership.”   After all, the voters could 
be wrong and could not have the “inside” 
information that the Directors might have.  
But when the vote is 94% v.s. 6%, any duly 

elected official must represent the decision of 
the people.  After all, the people are intelligent 
too.  They know about farmed salmon sea lice, 
just like the scientists do.

   Clearly, Jim & Noba don’t represent the 
people they represent.   How can they justify 
their vote, especially when the Sayward 
Representative voted against the fish farm?  If 
either Jim or Noba had voted against the largest 
fish farm ever, it would have been defeated. 

  Grasping for straws, Jim and Noba working 
as a team, claim two well known conservation 
groups support them.  They claim the Georgia 
Strait Alliance, “the best known defender of 
costal marine ecosystems” is on their side.  
Jim is much “heartened” by their support  
(Discovery Islander, July 17, 2009) 

  The facts are quite different.  Ruby Berry, 
of the same above mentioned Georgia Strait 
Alliance  said   (in the Island Tides, July 2, 
2009, p. 12 ) “It’s unbelievable that, with all 
we know about the devastating impacts of 
these farms on wild salmon stocks passing 
through this area (i.e. Gunner Point) as well 
as the local ecosystem, the Strathcona Regional 
District Directors are willing to add a farm of 
this magnitude.   We know the vast majority 
of citizens in the region strongly oppose this 
decision.”

   On Jim’s closed containment hopes, 
Michelle Young of the same above mentioned 
Georgia Strait Alliance, sets the record straight:  
“While we appreciate the director’s efforts to 
attempt to leverage an eventual transition to 
closed containment, this approval (i.e. Jim’s 
motion) does not provide any incentive to the 
industry to do so.” (Island Tides, July 2, 2009, 
p. 12)  In short, there is no law to enforce closed 
containment.

   Will Soltan of Living Oceans Society 
says:  “We are shocked the Regional District 
would support the delivery of this devastating 
blow to wild salmon population.” (Island Tides, 
July 2, 2009, p. 12)  The Coastal Alliance for 
Aquaculture Reform is also demanding the 
closure of five fish farms near Quadra Island.  
They want to create a clear migration route for 
juvenile salmon migrating north through the 
Strait of Georgia.

  Commercial fishermen also oppose Grieg 
Seafoods plans to build a fish farm at Gunner 
Point.   Harold Hansen, Director of the Area 
“D” Salmon Gillnet Associatioin also sent 
an e-mail to the Strathcona Regional District 
saying that the Gunner Point area is a “prime 
commercial fishing area for gillnet and seine.” 
(Campbell River Mirror, May 15, 2009, p. 
A4)  The Campbell River Mirror also reported 
that “other commercial fisherman, prawn 
fisherman, sports fisherman, tour operators, 
environmental groups and individuals living in 
the area spoke against the proposal.” (Campbell 
River Mirror, May 15, 2009, p. A4)

   Despite this, according to Alexander 
Morton, “Every level of government from the 

federal to regional favours farm salmon over 
wild salmon.”  And they call it democracy!!

And Jim calls it “Balance.”   The front page 
article of the Campbell River Mirror (July 10, 
2009) says “The ideologic shift from commercial 
fishing to aquaculture ventures continues for 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada.”   The Feds just 
gave nearly $900,000 to develop fish farms.  
Walcan Seafood got $190,000 for a “industrial 
sized ultraviolet sterilization system” for cleaning 
up after farmed fish.  Walcan is one of the prime 
processors of Greig Seafoods farmed fish.

   So Stephen Harper’s corporate agenda to 
support farmed fish is clear.  We all thought Jim 
Abram’s position would be different.  If the people 
are voting against Jim’s fish farm proposal 94% 
to 6%; if Jim and Noba’s claims to the support of 
various environmental groups is simply not true; 
if the commercial & sports fishermean and the 
tourist industry are opposed to the new giant fish 
farm, where is the “balance?”  Clearly, it’s all on 
the side of Walcan and Greig Seafoods.

  Now, I too support the workers at Walcan.  
They have a very, very hard job on that assembly 
line.   This is a non-unionized job that pays 
between $12 to $14 dollars an hour.  For that 
kind of back breaking work $18 to $20 an hour 
seems like a more just wage.  If we can bring 
back the pre-fish farms commercial wild salmon 
catch, then more & more of the canning at 
Walcan’s could be of wild Salmon.  Jim has not 
spoken of a need for a wage increase at Walcan, 
but he does favour longer hours to make up for 
the low pay (i.e. more full timers).

  In short, the “balance” is away from the 
people and towards the Greig Seafoods and 
Walcan corporate owners.  Democracy doesn’t 
count, wild salmon don’t count, underpaid 
workers don’t count.  What counts is the profit 
for the fish farm owners!

   I wonder if Jim & Noba will win in the 
next election on their tried and true “balanced” 
platform?   Maybe someone should consider 
running against them.

   Clearly, Democracy doesn’t work.   The 
laws are unrepresentative of the people’s 
views.   In a situation like this, one has to 
consider nonviolent civil disobedience to stop 
this new giant fish farm.  If you are ready to put 
your body on the line to stop Greig Seafoods 
new fish farm, give me a call at 285-3323.  

Steve Moore
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Bute Inlet Tour: 
The recent trip to Bute Inlet organized by Bute 

Inlet Tours is an experience I will never forget. This 
was my first trip to Bute Inlet & the grandeur of this 
pristine wilderness is almost beyond words. The 
sheer power one feels gazing from the entrance of 
Bute Inlet at the gigantic granite peaks, the Homathko 
ice-field reflecting the steel-blue ice, the constant roar 
of the mighty rivers rushing down to meet the glacial 
turquoise ocean. The valleys plunged down between 
the dark mountains & shadowed by the darker forest, I 
can imagine the winds howling down the passes during 
winter, a Bute wind is known to be bitter. The statement 
repeated by the locals is, “If the mountains don’t get you, 
the rivers will, if the rivers don’t get you, the whirligigs 
will”, the controller of this region is certainly nature.  
Bute Inlet is truly a visual magnificence & should 
be respected for its magnificence.

Our trusted & knowledgeable guide Robert Wood 
spoke to us of his passion for this region with in-depth 
geographical & historical interpretations, our hosts 
Sharon & Chuck owners & hosts of Homathko 
Camp filled us with stories of their experiences, 
communicating a constant appreciation of the Bute 
Inlet  & of its environmental challenges. The group was 
taken up to Homathko & Tequaharne valleys, stopping 
at many beauty spots along the way, I felt honoured 
by being there looking up at these awe-inspiring 
mountains, waterfalls, rivers & listening to the huge 
trees whispering their wisdom, there is something 
infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of nature, the 
assurance that dawn comes after night & spring follows 
winter. Bute’s beauty is never ending even though at 
times the elements must be terrifying.

Proposed is the Bute hydroelectric project by 
Plutonic Power bringing 216 km of 230kv collector 
transmissions line & a 227k of 500kv trunk 
substation near the mouth of Southgate River to 
the existing 500kv substation at Malaspina. Is this 
plan practical? It comes at such a high price for this 
precious environment & for every single tax payer in 
British Columbia. I feel we have become disengaged 
from where our power source comes from; we have 
a need to change our pattern of consumption & 
favour energy efficient power that is nonpolluting, 
easily repairable, healthy for all & developing power 
which also respects & protects nature.

Monk Sulak Sivaraksa wrote, “We can only 
save ourselves when all humanity recognizes 
that every problem on earth is our own personal 
problem & our personal responsibility …..Unless 
the rich change their lifestyle considerably, there 
is no hope of solving the problem”. 

We must rise to the challenge of living more 
consciously & simply, plus there is a greater need for 
each do our part in conserving energy, resulting in 
keeping our most precious areas protected & sacred.

Do hope many will be able to take this opportunity 
to travel with Bute Inlet Tours to visit this magnificent 
region of British Columbia & celebrate in its beauty.

Friends of Bute Inlet, Steep Island Tours 
along with Robert Wood made this possible.

In appreciation,
Margot Wood.

Same Old Sellout
Once again a small community gets “played” 

by a global corporation into approving an 
environmentally destructive project. For all 
the talk of “strategy” and “bold vision”, the 
approval of a giant new fish farm at Gunner 
Point follows the typical old script of selling out 
the environment for short-term profit.

Here’s the drill. GloboX has a biz model that 
makes a profit by not paying the full environmental 
costs of their operations. Think Big Oil, Big Coal, Big 
Ag and yes Big Meat’s Concentrated Animal Feedlot 
Operations (CAFOs)...like Grieg Seafood’s fish pens.

GloboX identifies a high-profit location to 
expand into, but the locals have environmental 
concerns. Time to trot out the old “balance” 
trick. The key element is that GloboX gets 
immediate biz-as-usual, eco-trashing expansion. 
To “balance” this there is always a promise of a 
“solution” a few years out. It’s called “plausible 
deniability of harm”. It gives the politicians a way 
to vote for jobs first. It gives corporations a veneer 
of “green”, even if mythical and in a distant future. 
It makes people feel good while doing harm.

A “few” years becomes several years. 
Eventually a day comes when the “solution” 
can’t be avoided any longer. At this point GloboX 
throws up its hands and threatens to pull out 
if forced to implement a clearly “economically 
unenviable” biz plan. Now the jobs at stake 
belong to real people...real voters. What to do?

Fortunately, GloboX has a new “solution” 
just around the corner. A couple more years 
and with luck the transformation will be green 
and lovely. Time for a bold strike for “balance”. 
The cycle repeats. The “balance” shifts again. 
Things fall apart.

The fish farm multi-nationals have “played” 
a host of federal and provincial governments 
around the world. Now we are to believe this 
time our tiny regional government has cornered 
them in their own game and will force them into a 
radical change of biz-strategy. This “solution” that 
the “bold” gamble rests upon is that Grieg Seafood 
will, some years into the future, raise fish at Gunner 
Point in a manner that causes them to lose money 
compared to the competition. Uh...I don’t think that 
is even remotely likely to happen. Do you?

Actual “balance” between more profit, new jobs 
and the environment would be to say to Big Meat: 
“if you want a giant new Atlantic salmon CAFO in 
our area you need to figure out how to do it in an 
environmentally sustainable manner.”

In the end I can see why some Quadra 
Islanders are cheerleading the vote for expanded 
jobs now, even if it is at the expense of everyone 
else’s wild salmon. But from Cortes it sure looks 
like a raw deal. Our wild salmon will suffer. 
Our wild salmon jobs, food fisheries, spiritual 
connections and sense of place will be hurt.

Quadra got the jobs. Cortes got the shaft. Wild 
salmon got another kick towards extinction.

Barry Saxifrage -Cortes Island

SRD Missed 
Opportunity

The recent zoning for Grieg Seafoods’ 
proposed huge new open net pen salmon farm 
at Gunner Point comes with conditions which 
SRD directors claim will improve fish farming 
practices in BC.  It is indeed a commendable 
desire to use any means available in order to 
leverage change of current practices of the 
salmon farming industry.  It is very clear that 
this industry cannot continue operating as it 
currently does and it would be wonderful to 
see our local government acting to protect the 
amazing marine ecosystem in which we live.

Unfortunately, the conditions the SRD 
directors are requiring are meaningless and 
unsubstantial. They will not in any way 
counter the damage done by installing an open 
net pen farm in this confluence of migration 
corridors. 

The company claims it can manage this farm 
in a way that will result in zero lice levels.  High 
lice levels at the other farms in Sunderland 
Channel have been recorded during the out 
migration season, even after the use of the 
pesticide SLICE. It appears impossible to attain 
zero lice levels in an open net pen farm.

Another condition has Grieg Seafoods 
agreeing to harvest adult fish by March 1, so as 
to avoid interaction with juvenile wild salmon 
in alternating years. However, if the fish haven’t 
quite attained harvest size or the market isn’t 
quite ready to buy the fish, or it doesn’t serve 
the bottom line to harvest by March 1, will 
Grieg agree to lose money in order to fulfill 
conditions when there are no consequences?

The situation becomes more ridiculous 
when one considers that the conditions are 
completely unenforceable. Once a site is zoned, 
the zoning cannot be rescinded if conditions of 
zoning are not met. Grieg Seafood is required to 
include the conditions in their Authorization 
Agreement with DFO. Here too, once the 
agreement is approved, there is no enforcement 
mechanism. The company can agree to 
anything required, with the full knowledge that 
when the time comes, they can proceed with 
business as usual.

A central motivation attributed to the 
directors for this decision is that of job 
protection. This too is a laudable intention. 
Full time, local jobs are essential to healthy, 
vibrant communities.  The reality is that the 
processing required by Grieg in BC is minimal, 
much like the exportation of raw logs. If the 
industry is serious about creating jobs in BC, 
the processing would be done here, rather than 
south of the border. If the SRD directors really 
want to require meaningful condition that 
would result in improved job numbers, they 
would require Grieg to process the fish here to 
market ready. 

continued....



7www.discoveryislander.ca Discovery Islander #454 August 14th, 2009

News and Events
Submit your event: eMail: news@discoveryislands.ca • fax: 285-2236 • drop-off: 701 Cape Mudge Rd.

Come to the 
Farmers/

Community 
Market!

Every Saturday from May.16th 
till Sept.12th from 10am to 2pm. 
Gates open at 8am for vendors.

We  welcome  local vendors 
from Quadra Island and outer 
islands to set up at only $5.00 a 
table.  Charitable  organizations 
are free and  children’s  tables 
are $1.00. Farmers, gardeners, 
art, crafts, musicians, food and 
surprises are sure to please locals 
and visitors. We have a unique 
island and talents so lets show it 
off and make it the best year ever. 
This is where it is happening on 
Saturday. A great gathering place 
for all. 

Contacts: Anne 285-3715, 
Suzanne 287-1871, Stella 285-3184 
or quadramarket@gmail.com

Quadra Art Show
The Quadra Island Artists 

are following the success of the 
2009 Studio Tour with  their 
yearly exhibition of works at the 
Tidemark Theatre Lobby, until 
August 30th. When you are in 
town during August, drop in to see 
this display. The theatre hours are 
Tuesday through Saturday, 12a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Thank you 
Quadra Island..
I am grateful for all the love 

and support over the past eleven 
years.

I will no longer practice at 
Plumblossom Acupunture as i will 
be moving to Sicamous B.C. to look 
after my 93 year old grandparents. 
I am currently looking for a 
replacement for the clinic. You are 
all fabulous and may you always 
embrace one another in love and 
health.

Charlene P. West/ Sonam

Cops 4 Cancer
Quadra Island’s Cops for Cancer 

fundraising event Sat. August 22nd 
starting at 4:30 at the Legion with 
children’s performer, Miss Judi and 
the Bow-Wow dog show.  Barbeque 
dinner at 5:30 with head shaving 
and “rip a strip” to follow.  Drop 
by in support of waxing or shaving 
our local Islanders.  Cops for 
Cancer T-shirts, hats, and bracelets 
are now available at Loka in the 
Cove.  Pick up your pledge forms 
at Stranded and get a head start on 
raising funds for a great cause. 

Crimson Reign! 
Rockin the Quadra Legion with 

everything from April Wine, Iron 
Maiden, Metallica and some of 
their original music Friday Sept. 
4th 9:00pm - 1:00am.  $5.00 cover 
charge at the door

The directors also insist that 
Grieg write a letter stating that 
this site will be converted to closed 
containment technology as soon as 
it is commercially available. The 
numerous companies successfully 
growing fish commercially in 
closed containment around the 
world would say that it already is 
available. Grieg claims not. With 
no clear definition of ‘commercially 
available, this letter is pointless’. 

When fish are grown in tanks, 
they can and should be located in 
protected bays, or on land, near 
consistent energy sources and the 
labour force.  The recommendation 
that this site, which is completely 
unsuitable for closed containment, 
be offered for a test site/pilot 
project, is meaningless and 
improbable. We will see the 
industry scramble to install closed 
containment facilities if they are 
the only option remaining for 
industry expansion. 

The SRD directors have missed 
a golden opportunity to insist that 
Grieg Seafood come back with a 
proposal for a closed containment 
facility and therefore to be the real 
leaders they were elected to be.

Ruby Berry
Salmon Aquaculture Program 
Coordinator
Georgia Strait Alliance
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Living Life 
Large Festival 
in Heriot Bay
Living Life Large is the order 

of the day on Monday, August 
31st, at the Living Life Large 
Festival of Performing Arts. This 
one day festival is happening in 
Heriot Bay on Quadra Island. 
Hosted by the Heriot Bay Inn, 
this waterfront event features 
live music, theatre, dance, good 
food and good vibes.

Shane Philip, Quadra Island’s 
one man music sensation is 
headlining. Also performing 
are the AGB All-Stars from 
Cortes, and island jazz favorites 
Noelle Maffin and Annie Siegel. 
Theatrically speaking there will 
be a Shakespeare performance 
by 2009 Bard on the Beach actor, 
Neil Maffin, who is also teaching 
an acting workshop. The day 
also includes dj sets with live 
dance performances, hoola-
hooping, a dance workshop, and 
roving performers.

The Heriot Bay Inn’s new 
local ownership is supporting 
the vision of a performing arts 
space for Quadra and the North 
Island. The goal is to encourage 
live theatre, dance, and music 
that resonates both locally and 
internationally.  The Living Life 
Large Performing Arts Festival 
begins this commitment to local 
culture. This event also brings 
awareness and funds to the North 
Island Survivors Healing Society.

L i v e  l i f e  l a r g e ,  t a k e 
Monday August 31 off, and 
be immersed in a day filled 
with live expression and ocean 
side ambience at the Heriot 
Bay Inn. Gates open at 12:30, 
music and performances 1 pm 
till midnight.

Tickets for the Living Life 
Large Performing Arts Festival 
are available on Quadra Island 
at  the Heriot  Bay Inn and 
Hummingbird Office & Art 
Supply,  in Campbel l  River 
at  the Campbell  River Art 
Gallery, or purchase by phone: 
250.285.3322/1.888.605.4545. 
Single tickets are $30 till August 
15, and $35 thereafter. Family 
tickets are (up to five) $95, 
and remember, kids under 12 
are free!

5 Days of Summer 
Yoga with Carol 

Foort
           Experience the benefits of 

a daily yoga practice through this 
short summer session at Quadra 
Community Centre. We will share 
one and a half hours of practice each 
morning   for 5 consecutive days, 
building on a foundation sequence 
that you can use as inspiration 
to continue with a regular home 
practice. This meditative series 
will use breath awareness to 
move through 2 standing yoga 
vinyasas (flows), followed by a floor 
sequence of postures that will work 
on the entire muscular-skeletal and 
endocrine system. 

The cost is $50 for the full 
session and the time is 9:00 – 10:30 
am in Room 3 at Q.C. Centre for 
the week of August 17th – 21st. 
Please pre-register with Carol at 
250-285-3035.

1.75”x2”
2.4”x1.5”

iCatcher
$25*

iCatcher+
$35*

1/6 Page
$85*

1/2 Page
$195*

Biz Card
$45*

1/4 Page 
$105*

Power Block 
$250*

Double Page Spread 
$395*

Biz Card+
$55*

1/3 Page
$145*

Full Page
$295*

3.7”x2”
1.75”x4”

2.4”x5”
3.7”x3.25”

3.7”x10.25”
7.5”x5”

2.4”x2”

5”x2”
2.4”x4”

7.5”x3.25”
2.4”x10.25”
5”x4.875”

5”x3.75”
7.5”x2.5”

3.7”x5

5”x10.25”
7.5”x7”

7.5”x10.25” 16”x10.25”

Advertising 
in the D.I.

affordable and effective

Rates are per edition. 
Ask us about discounts for 

ongoing placements and non-
profit organizations.

Classified ads are $10 per 
edition including GST for up to 
40 words. Longer ads charged 

by the column inch - call or 
email for a quote.

Flyers can be inserted in the DI, 
rates vary with distribution and 

if provided or we print.
Call or email to find out more

For more info

250-285-2234
ads@discoveryislands.ca

*plus GST

Stop Gunner Point
Stop the expansion of open net-

cage salmon farming in BC!

Now that the Strathcona Regional 
District has approved Grieg Seafood’s 
new salmon farm application for 
Gunner Point in the northern Georgia 
Strait, it is up to the government to 
protect the future of all juvenile salmon 
who use this migration channel by 
denying the company’s application.

In an area already full of 30 
open net-cage salmon farms, wild 
salmon can’t afford to face another 
farm spreading disease, parasites, 
and waste. Tell your government 
to deny this application!

Please send a message to the 
Honourable Steve Thomson of 
Ministry of Agriculture of Lands 
and let him know that you want 
your government to deny the 
application of this Gunner Point 
farm -- and any other new open 
net-cage salmon farm!

Your fax will be sent directly to 
the Minister’s office,  with copies to 
Honourable Gail Shea of Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada, Premier Gordon 
Campbell, Minister Barry Penner 
of Ministry of Environment and 
Minister Bill Bennet of Ministry of 
Community and Rural Development. 
Visit http://farmedanddangerous.
org/fax/stop_gunner_point for 
details.

A Weekend of 
Insight Meditation 

on Quadra
Sept. 11,12, 13.  Friday evening, 

all day Saturday, most of Sunday.  
Cost is $40 plus dana (donation to 
the teacher).

This silent retreat will consist 
of sitting instruction, periods of 
sitting and walking meditation 
and Dharma talks  (Buddhist 
teachings)  by the teacher.  All 
levels of meditation experience 
are welcome.

In sitting meditation,  we  
practice  giving complete attention 
to the breath, for instance,  thus  
training  the mind to be calm and 
to pay attention.    With a calm  
awareness, our senses can be open 
to our direct experience, unfiltered 
as it usually is  by  the background 
chatter and habits of our  minds.  
By learning to be present, we are 
able to access our natural qualities, 
a spacious clear mind; a warm and 
peaceful heart.

Salt Spring  resident and 
Vipassana teacher Heather Martin 
will lead this retreat.  Heather 
brings warmth, humour, common 
sense and a straightforward 
approach to her teaching.  She is a 
student of Joseph Goldstein,  has 
been meditating since l972 and 
leading retreats in Canada and the 
U.S. since 2001.  She is the guiding 
teacher for the Victoria Vipassana 
Community and for the mediation 
groups in both Bellingham and on 
Samish Island.  Beginning with 
S.N. Goenka, she has since been 
influenced by both Burmese and 
Thai streams of the Theravada 
traditions.  Most recenty she has 
been studying with Burmese 
Sayadaw U Tejaniya.

For information and to pre-
register, call Susan at 285-3632 or 
email swest@gicable.com
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BC Ferries Annual 
Report Released

The Annual Report of the BC Ferry 
Commission for 2008/9, which records the 
Commission’s activities over the year and 
provides a financial report, is now posted on 
the Commission website. 

Highlights of the Annual Report include: 

·   BC Ferries again substantially met its 
contractual obligation to provide core 
services;

·   productivity gains and innovation will be 
essential in the future in order to moderate 
increases in payments from ferry customers 
and taxpayers;

·  low capacity utilization, notably on the minor 
routes in the winter where sailings average only 
1/3 full, warrants examination by BC Ferries 
and the Province (the two parties to the Coastal 
Ferry Services Contract); and

·   a longer than four-year period (which is 
the length of a performance term fixed by the 
Coastal Ferry Act) for BC Ferries to retain 
savings would more strongly encourage risk 
taking for productivity enhancement and 
innovation.

Yours truly,
Martin Crilly
http://www.bcferrycommission.com
BC Ferry Commissioner

Campbell River to Host 
“Community Celebration” 
for 2010 Winter Olympic 

Games Torch Relay
  Campbell River has been selected to 

host “Community Celebration” for the 2010 
Winter Olympic Games Torch Relay! 

The Official Olympic Torch arrives in 
Campbell River  on Monday, November 2, 
2009 between 4 and 6 pm and will be carried 
through the streets of our City ending up at 
the celebration site “Spirit Square”, featuring 
local entertainment, athletes, culture and 
arts.   Campbell River is one of the first stops 
for the Olympic Torch, and will be covered 
by media broadcasting around the world.  
What a wonderful opportunity to show the 
world our many talents and showcase our 
beautiful city!

This is a very exciting opportunity for 
everyone in Campbell River to be involved!  
A Community Task Force, “CR Spirit of 
the Flame Committee”, is now in place and 
would like to hear from you, your group, 
organization or business to be a part of the 
celebration.   The focus for the event is on 
youth, diversity, athleticism and the most 
important “Community”.

Please fill out our survey at www.
campbellriverbc.ca/Play/Pages/default.aspx 
or visit www.campbellriver.ca and look under 
the “Residents” column or check the left hand 
side bar under “What’s New”.  You can also 
pick up a copy of the Survey at the Sportsplex 
or the Community Centre. 

T h e  C . R .  S p i r i t  o f  t h e  F l a m e 
C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  c o n t a c t  y o u 
regarding event opportunities. Thank you for 
your interest - we look forward to hosting you 
and your organization on Monday, November 
2nd for Campbell River’s “Community 
Celebration” Event.

The Olympic Torch event is going to be a 
phenomenal event for Campbell River and 
one which you will not likely ever see again 
in our Community.   Get involved!

School PAC Kayak Raffle 
Summer Vacation is here but you can still 

puchase your raffle tickets for a Boreal Narwhal 
Kayak package at Hummingbird Office Supplies. 

Thank you to Christi and staff for helping us 
in our efforts to provide the Quadra Elementary 
students with a new playground structure. More 
thanks to Quadra Village Market as the donation 
boxes are out again, they are pledging to help teh 
PAC cover installation costs too.

So consider dropping your change in... every 
contribution is gratefully welcomed.
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Free Books
  In addition to Free Firewood 

& Free Money & Free Food at 
the Food Bank, there is now a 
Free Book program at the Quadra 
Community Centre in Room #1.

  Of course, the best free book 
program is at our wonderful 
local library in Heriot Bay.   But 
sometimes when a book becomes a 
CBC radio “Canada Reads” fiction 
contest winner, the demand exceeds 
the supply in our Vancouver Island 
Library system.   So for example, 
The Book of Negroes had over 
400 requests but there were only 
around 100 copies in the system.  
A big book, a long wait and if you 
don’t finish it in three weeks one 
must turn it in for the next person 
in line.

   Therefore, The Free Book 
Association provides a dozen 
copies of the Book of Negroes 
and also copies of the best selling 
non-fiction book by Eckhart Tolle 
called  The New Earth.  Quadra 
residents may take the books out 
for as long as it takes to read them.  
Even a month or two is o,k.

Please limit yourself to one book 
per person.   If a particular book 
becomes one of the top 10 reads of 
your entire life, you may keep the 
book compliments of the sponsors 
of the Free Book Association.  So 
far the main sponsors are Bonanza 
Books and Steve’s Spirit Books.

There is some hope that the 
local literacy committee will obtain 
some Government grants, which 
maybe would help low income 
folks to access these and other 
high quality  best sellers.   Time 
will tell. 

  Many thanks to the Board of 
the Quadra Community Centre 
for providing two beautiful book 
shelves to house the books provided 
by the Free Book Associatioin.

It’s August, and time to register 
for the ‘09 Discovery Passage 
Passage.  You can register in one 
of two ways.

 1) by giving me a phone call at 
250 923 8482 or   2) on our web 
page -  www.incampbellriver.net.

 Why register? The Maritime 
Heritage Boat Rodeo Committee 
provides insurance for our event 
and in return requires registration 
of all participants.   I’ts   also 
helpful to have some idea of the 
number of participants so we can 
organize volunteers to help with 
launch, recovery, safety issues, 
refreshments etc. so I’ll appreciate 
hearing from you now rather than 
later. Finally, we count- to see 
that all those who start the event, 
finish it.

  This year we’ve not had 
as much newspaper coverage 
promoting the event as in the past 
so I will be grateful for your help 
in promoting the Passage Passage 
among your friends. This is a 
great time to introduce a friend 
to this very “Campbell River” 
summer adventure.   We see the 
Passage every day yet less than one 
resident in five hundred has ever 
paddled it.

If you are using a kayak or 
canoe the best launch site is the 
boardwalk and marine ways 
behind the Marine Building at 871 
Island Highway.  If you are using 
a larger boat it’s best to launch in 
the Discovery Marina.

The tide waits for no one.  We 
MUST start promptly at 1:30 pm.

Plan to get there a little early 
because parking will be limited 
and the launch space only permits 
launching 2 boats at once.   I 
recommend getting your boat in 
the water no later than 1:10 and 
preferably earlier.

If the wind on August 23rd 
is too high the event will be 
postponed   (not cancelled) to 
Saturday, September 12 at 12:00 
noon.

This year Destiny River 
Adventures has donated 2 large 
river rafts, for the event.  Included 
are paddles, life vests and a strong 
and experienced river guide. We’re 
looking for 2 teams (8 paddlers 
each) who would like to paddle 
to Quadra in one of their big river 
rafts. So far as we know, no one 
has ever paddled a river raft across 
Discovery Passage. (perhaps a 
Guinness record here).   These 
rafts are very safe.   All you need 
is 7 friends or family members 
to form a team. Give me a call if 
you’re interested.  

This very ‘Campbell River’ 
event is free. There are no prizes, 
no entry fees, and no motors.  How 
could anyone live here for years 
and not have attempted this 
adventure? The Passage of the 
Passage comes complete with a 
fine memory of the summer of 08. 
See more details on our website:   
www.incampbellriver.net

  Summer Recreation
Summer Recreation  at the 

Quadra Community Centre has 
Tennis, Golf, Creative Dance 
and Hip Hop classes left to 
run  in the program. For more 
details, check out our website 
at quadrarec.bc.ca  or phone the 
Community Centre at 285 3243, 
if your Recreation Brochure has 
mysteriously disappeared off the 
fridge door.

     The Fall Recreation Program 
is being worked on now, so if you 
want to be involved by giving a class 
or workshop, or your group needs 
that fundraiser booked, please 
phone now. The next recreation 
guide will come out the day after 
Labour Day but the deadline for 
your information to be included 
is a.s.a.p!

         Enjoy the last few weeks 
of summer and rest up for a 
great  season of activities coming 
soon to the Community Centre  

near you!

Sandy Spearing, 285 3243 
Monday-Friday

09 Discovery Passage Passage
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Quadra Island RCMP 
Summer Report

The summer heat is well upon us and 
along with that has come the arrival of many 
more vehicles.  Both tourists and summer 
time residents have made a huge increase in 
the vehicle traffic we see on our often quiet 
roadways.  As well, comes more cyclists, the 
always popular rental scooters and also many 
more pedestrians.  Please be mindful on the 
roads this summer, (and always) that there 
may be a surprise around any corner.  Young 
children playing, skateboarding and the deer are 
also out in full force right now.  Summertime 
is well known for the BBQ’s that we all love.  
However, it can also contribute to a few too 
many drinks and a poor choice to drive.  As 
such, we (the police) have a responsibility to 
conduct road checks to ensure the roads are safe 
for all of us to travel.   

To mention a couple of reminders for 
everyone, the maximum speed limit is 60 kmh 
on Quadra Island, but there are places where it 
is less, watch for those!   Those traveling with 
dogs in the open back (box) of their truck, under 
the Motor Vehicle Act, the dog is to be tethered 
to the truck so it can not roam freely in the back 
or jump out.  This carries a fine that I am sure 
no one needs to part with.  

Quadra Island RCMP received a new 
addition to the detachment after the departure 
of Cst. Greg Young.  All the way from downtown 
Port Alice, please welcome Cst. M. (Poppy) 
Hallam along with her partner Thomas.  Poppy 
is excited to be here and is adjusting very 
well.  Poppy brings a wealth of small town 
experience and has been a welcome addition 
to our detachment.

I hope everyone is able to enjoy the summer 
as much as they can, but please do not hesitate to 
contact our office with any concern that may arise.

Kindest regards, 
Craig Peterson (Cpl.)
NCO i/c Quadra Island RCMP 250-285-3631

Quadra Island 
Seniors

BR. 91- B.C.O.A.P.O.                         August 
10th/09

 “We  were having a heatwave,” “A Tropical 
Heat Wave.” One of the popular songs from 
the forties, which seems like yesterday to 
most of our Seniors. “Wew,” The best time to 
work outside, is like farmers do, early in the 
morning, or late in the evening. One thing 
about working at the Tourist Information 
Centre, is it is nice and cool, in the shade of 
the big Evergreen Trees. “Drop in to visit us, 
anytime, Quadrites & Tourists.

 Our Excursions to Butterfly, Orchid World, 
Coombs Market and the North Island Wildlife 
Refuge Centre, was enjoyed by 22 members 
and friends.

Another Excursion recently to Miracle 
Beach Mini Golf, and Internet Café, and later 
dinner at Driftwood Restaurant, was enjoyed, 
by the group of members, who had lots of fun 
and laughs.

 Soon we are planning to go to C.R Museum 
for a tour and lunch.

One of the new boat trips by Quadra Island 
Tours, in Jacks open boat with Skipper, 
Naturalist & tour guide Vic Nacci.

Also a visit to William Van Orden, Fish 
Art, Replica Studio, very educational, and 
interesting, this visit   will be supporting the 
Q. I Salmon Enhancement.   Call Ruth @ 
3801, if you are interested in any of these 
Excursions.

“ Keep Cool” and plan to come to our next 
meeting at Rebecca Spit, and take part in our 
Pot-Luck Picnic and Games for Sitters and 
Standers, on Wed. Sept. 02./09—P.S- Bring a 
chair, food, dishes,cup and utensils.

Need a ride? Call Ruth @ 3801 or Bob @ 
2907 

Walk on the Spit, every Sunday with Peter 
Gregg & Lloyd Mcllwain meet at the launch 
ramp at 11:00 a:m or catch up at the Parking 
lot, near the picnic sites.   It has been very 
dry, the weather, so be careful regarding fire 
prevention. No smoking, and throwing butts, 
no burning of any kind, keep our beautiful 
Island green.

“ We would like to give a “Huge, Thank-
You”, to The Editor Philip Stone, for his 
many articles he prints of the Quadra Island 
Seniors.

These articles are strictly to encourage our 
Elders, to come out and meet our group, and 
to have a more fulfilling life.

For membership call Muriel @ 3216, Bob 
@ 2907 or Ruth @ 3801
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by Steven Halliday

Halliday’s Viewpoint

Many readers will have heard 
about the massive Bear Mountain 
Golf Course and residential 

development on the outskirts of Victoria, 
developed over the past decade or so by a 
group of current and former NHL players.  
The project has been a remarkable success, 
or at least it was until the present economic 
slowdown brought their Phase II to a rapid halt.  
Last month the developers announced that they 
had attracted an investment of $350 million in 
the project from an investment house located 
in Dubai, one of the seven emirates making 
up the United Arab Emirates, or UAE.  This 
investment is unique in that is in the form of 
a “sukuk”, a hybrid form of investment that is 
part share holding and part bond, and complies 
with Islamic sharia law insofar as no interest 
(forbidden by the Koran) is involved, and is 
the first known example of such financing in 
Canada.  Since it is a private deal the terms of 
the sukuk are not being revealed, but if the 
deal is successful it could herald a new source 
of unconventional commercial financing 
underwritten by the cash engorged nations of 
the UAE.

Dubai is often in the news, mostly due to 
the outrageous.  For example, Dubai is home 
to the world’s tallest manmade structure, the 
Burj Dubai.  This 2,684 foot tall tower is 800 
feet higher than our own CN Tower and over 
1,000 feet taller than the previous record holder, 
the Taipei 101 in Taiwan.   Containing 168 
floors, the majority of which will be residential 
apartments for deep-pocketed buyers, it also 
will feature an Armani Hotel, 53 elevators and 
a swimming pool on the 78th floor.  The project 
is scheduled for completion this year, and has a 
construction budget of $4.1 billion dollars.  By 
the way, the tallest hotel in the world is also in 
Dubai – the 1,050 foot tall Burj Al Arab, with 
its distinctive sail shape and minimum room 

Sukuk Bucks Are Here
charge of US$1,000 per night.  Dubai is also 
famous for their unique plan to create more 
waterfront property for sale by infilling the 
ocean and creating meandering peninsulas that 
resemble palm trees when viewed from above, 
providing hundreds of expensive, developable 
waterfront lots.  And of course Dubai, which 
has summer temperatures averaging 35° 
Celsius, is also home to a 400 metre long indoor 
ski slope.

Now Dubai is in the news again with the 
announcement of plans to build a new hotel 
under the Versace label, to be called the Palazzo 
Versace, which will feature the world’s first 
refrigerated beach.  According to the Times 
Online, “the beach will have a network of pipes 
beneath the sand containing a coolant that will 
absorb heat from the surface.  The swimming 
pool will be refrigerated and there are also 
proposals to install giant blowers to waft a 
gentle breeze over the beach.  Soheil Abedian, 
founder and president of Palazzo Versace, said 
he believed it is possible to design a refrigerated 
beach and make it sustainable.  “We will suck 
the heat out of the sand to keep it cool enough 
to lie on,” he said. “This is the kind of luxury 
that top people want.”   The same article notes 
at its conclusion – “Aided by cheap oil and gas, 
Middle Eastern nations have poured enormous 
resources into controlling temperature.  About 
60% of Dubai’s huge power bill is for air-
conditioning; each person living there has a 
carbon footprint of more than 44 tons of CO2 
a year.”  The comparison for Canada is 19 tons 
per capita.

This tiny nation (only 1,588 square miles 
of area…mostly sand) would, on the surface, 
appear to be a shrine to ostentatious wealth.  
This is somewhat of a facade as the country 
is actually on very thin ground, financially 
speaking.  The country derives some revenues 

from oil, but it only pumps about 240,000 
barrels a day and its reserves are expected to 
run out by 2030.  The vast majority of the 
country’s non-oil wealth is its investments in 
local real estate, which has been developed to 
complement the Emir’s plans to make Dubai 
a global financial centre and destination for 
well heeled tourists.  The country has about 
US$37 billion in annual GDP, but it also has 
about US$100 billion in foreign debt.  The 
country is estimated to be home to some 
$350 billion in real estate, but recent reports 
indicate that the value of Dubai real estate has 
suffered tremendously in the global recession, 
and is down approximately 25% in the past 
year.  How much longer can Dubai - and the 
other Arab states that have little in the way 
of natural resources other than oil – maintain 
their charade?  Unlike Saudi Arabia, which has 
invested most of its wealth outside of its own 
borders, most of the oil emirates have spent/
invested their money at home, and these homes 
are for the most part, endless areas of sand and 
rock with a depleting pool of oil beneath.  Once 
the oil is gone…what then?

I have a close acquaintance who is making 
his fortune in another emirate – Qatar.  He is a 
professor for a major US university that has a 
campus in Doha, and he will be able to retire at 
a young age very comfortably after a few more 
years of living and working over there, thanks 
to generous wages, no income taxes and heavily 
subsidized living costs.  The majority of the 
people resident in Qatar are not citizens – like 
Mike, they are foreigners imported to do the 
work.  Most of these expatriates, unlike Mike, 
are service workers who earn relatively low 
wages, enjoy no benefits, and are treated like 
second class humans.  Mike tells me most of 
his students are Qatari nationals, and as a rule 
they are extremely wealthy…and extremely 

continued....
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lazy.  Qatar is also developing massive luxury 
projects, plans to be an international banking 
centre, and is running out of oil.  Beyond oil 
and fancy buildings they have little but sand 
and rocks.

So Dubai’s investment in Bear Mountain 
is the beginning of their attempt to diversify 
their investments, which bodes well for 
Canada.  Arab money used to pour into the 
USA, but given the instability of their real 
estate market we are a far more attractive 
investment for many.  If Bear Mountain – 
which by international investment standards 
is small potatoes – can attract sukuk dollars, it 
is obvious the potential to attract Dubai dollars 
is pretty darn good, which is especially good 
news when conventional Canadian lenders are 
being so tight with their lending.  But one has 
to question the probity of dealing with such 
countries, particularly in view of their lack 
of democracy and poor human rights records.  
The display of ostentation that is evident in 
countries like Qatar and cities like Dubai is 
testimony to greed, bad taste and waste.

It will be interesting to see them in 50 years 
- will there be shining towers rising out of the 
desert, or will the desert reclaim the land from 
the towers?  In the meantime, you can bet there 
will be plenty of Canadian businesspeople 
lining up for a share of those sukuk dollars that 
are seeking a new home. 

Nia Comes to Quadra
A new type of exercise class will soon 

be available on Quadra Island for the first 
time, although it has been around since 
1983, and is enjoyed in over 28 countries. 
Called Nia, it is a fusion fitness class which 
blends elements of Martial Arts, Dance 
Arts, and the Healing Arts (e.g. yoga) into 
a unique aerobic workout.

The Nia Technique is adaptable, 
allowing participants to develop fitness 
in their confort zone, based on their own 
needs, and guided by their own body’s 
wisdom. For this reason people of all ages, 
body types, and fitness levels will benefit. 
It addresses the needs of body, mind, 
emotions, and spirit all at once, and follows 
the Pleasure Principle: “if it feels good – 
keep doing it, if it doesn’t – stop.”

Nia will be introduced at Vitalis Gym 
and Wellness Centre (at Quathiaski 
Cove) in September. The Whitebelt  Nia 
Instructor, Jean Wrohan, will offer a 
complimentary class on September 2nd 
at 11 a.m.for new students to try. Weekly 
classes will be held starting September 
11th. Call 250 285-3825, or stop by Vitalis 
for more information. Jean says, “Nia is 
like chocolate, you need to try it to know 
what it is like.”

Music at the Market
  Quadra’s Saturday Market has live music 

every week. Noelle Muffin sings her own songs 
and traditional jazz favorites on Saturday, August 
15th. First Pressing is back again on August 22.

   The music usually goes from 10 a.m. to 
Noon, or maybe a little latter.  Sometimes a hat 
is placed in front of the musicians for donations 
and at other times, the Hummingbird office 
supply, Bonanza Books, Dr. Dean Ference, our 
local Chiropractic master and Steve’s Spirit 
Books have offered generous donations to keep 
the music flowing.  For example, our local drug 
store is celebrating it’s 10th anniversary by 
sponsoring Noelle Muffin.   Thank you to all 
our sponsors. 

  Look for music by the Hal Douglas Blues 
Band, the Castaways and the Matt Hodson Jazz 
Trio in late August and September.
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The Musgamagw-Tsawataineuk Tribal 
Council (MTTC) issues this press release 
in response to the joint announcement of 
Marine Harvest Canada (MHC) and the 
Coastal Alliance for Aquaculture Reform 
(CAAR) that the “preliminary results for their 
Coordinated Area Management Plan (CAMP) 
look positive”. 

The MHC/CARR announcement states that 
preliminary studies indicate a lower level of sea 
lice on wild fish in the Broughton Archipelago 
during 2009, similar to 2008, than lice levels in 
the period 2003-2007.   The MTTC wishes to 
clearly communicate that the 2008 and 2009 
levels of sea lice remain unacceptable as an 
additional risk in light of the ongoing decline 
of wild salmon stocks in the region and the 
MTTC’s reliance on the wild stocks in the 
exercise of our Aboriginal Rights to the food 
fishery.  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  M H C / CA A R 
announcement fails to disclose that full 
implementation of the CAMP agreement 
depends on doubling the volume of farmed 
fish in both the Tribune-Fife corridor and the 
Lower Knight corridor in alternate years to 
maintain the total volume of farmed fish in 
the Broughton Archipelago.  This means that 
in order to manage the expected increase in sea 
lice on a particular corridor in a given year, the 
farms will require an increased level of chemical 
treatment (SLICE), with associated impacts on 
the sea floor and on bottom fish, shellfish and 
seaweeds.  

The MTTC does not support the CAMP 
agreement and objects to its implementation in 
our traditional territories without our consent.   
We also object to publicity campaigns that 
provide inaccurate representation of the full 
adverse effects of the CAMP on our marine 
environment and our associated Aboriginal 
Title and Rights.  In an effort to implement 
the principles of the New Relationship, the 
MTTC is engaged in consultations with the 
B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Lands and the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
through the Aquaculture Working Group and 

Musgamagw Tsawataineuk Tribal Council 
responds to Marine Harvest Canada and Costal 

Alliance for Aquaculture Reform  
the B.C. First Nations Fisheries Council.  In 
these processes, the MTTC is seeking the 
development of a new regulatory framework 
that respects the MTTC’s Aboriginal Title 
and Rights and the recent ruling of the B.C. 
Supreme Court that the provincial government 
does not have the legal jurisdiction to regulate 
aquaculture.  

The MTTC supports a complete fallow in 
the Broughton Archipelago during juvenile out-
migration periods that includes all companies 
operating in the region and precludes expansion 
of farming until such time as the existing farm 
tenures are managed according to principles 
that will ensure sustainable wild fisheries.

For more information contact MTTC Chair 
Robert Chamberlin at 250-974-8282.

Get Ready To Sing With 
Quadra Singers  !!!

We are excited and  busy getting ready for 
our Fall session, We will start singing Thursday, 
September 17th. John Montgomery will be our 
fearless director, once again. Joyce Baker, our 
joyful accompanist,

This year we will perform Handel's 
"Messiah". This will thrill some of you and 
terrify others. A word of consolation to the 
terrified....there is a computer site which will 
plunk out all the notes for your section. This 
makes it easy for people to practice as much as 
they need to in order to perfect their part.

 For those of you who are neither thrilled 
nor terrified at the thought of "Messiah", those 
who may actually be bored, or disgruntled, 
we will also have one half of the concert 
taken up with more contemporary seasonal 
pieces. There is sure to be something to please 
almost everyone.(If any one can tell me what 
it means  to  be  "gruntled", as opposed to 
"disgruntled", please let me know , and we 
will try to get some music which will "gruntle" 
you.)

While we will be practicing at the Q.C.C. 
every Thursday, Campbell River Singers will 
be practicing "Messiah" on Mondays. We  will 
have the great pleasure of performing together 
at the Tidemark Theatre on December 12th, 
and at the Q.C.C. December 19th. It is a 
wonderful experience to be surrounded by so 
many voices. For more info call Nancy @250 
285-3800, or Susan @ 285-3127

QISES AGM
The Quadra Island Salmon Enhancement 

Society is holding it’s 29th AGM on Thursday, 
Sept 3 at our EcoCentre on Hyacinthe Rd. The 
general public is urged to attend for information 
updates. Also anyone interested in joining the 
Board is welcome to attend.



15www.discoveryislander.ca Discovery Islander #454 August 14th, 2009

To Premier Campbell and my 
fellow British Columbians,

As I am decidedly not in favour of selling 
our energy, (or our water) south of the border, 
with a sigh of relief, I support the BC Utility 
Commission’s determination that the BC 
government’s long term energy acquisition 
plans are not in the public interest.

Our government should immediately stop the 
selling of the province’s resources to private (US 
funded and intended) enterprise and instead 
focus on encouraging conservation and truly 
green renewables instead. Having been privileged 
to have visited both Bute and Toba Inlets before 
Plutonic’s incursion I totally support efforts to 
preserve their stunningly beautiful watersheds. 
A recent visit by air further convinced me of 
this necessity as I personally witnessed the 
ongoing environmental destruction taking place 
up Toba Inlet in the name of “green” power. 
Having lived with wind and solar generation 
systems, along with efficient appliances, 
lights and insulation I have some idea of what 
is possible.   I encourage our government to 
make truly green, sustainable decisions in, and 
for, our future.

Sincerely,
Alice A Grange

Dear Islanders,
My sincerest thanks to those well meaning 

and socially considerate people who patrol 
camp grounds and beaches, ready to put out 
small and large camp fires! You know the 
horror of watching flames cracking through 
hollow logs and blow torch into other wood 
piles. Thanks to your efforts, structures, just 
100 feet from the shoreline remain standing 
- lived in by families and or the location of a 
small industry providing employment to a few 
or dozens of Island residents.

With your unsung vigilance, our community 
will survive another summer of parties, where 
various liquids and smokes have suspended 
social responsibility! 

Thank you for unofficially making up the 
silent organization “People Against Unguarded 
Fires”  PUF!     Do large municipalities need 
a beach fire permit bylaw? The bylaw would 
require party goers to arrange for a designated 
“fire protection person” with shovel, bucket 
of water, fire-can at the ready?  Permits could 
be issued on site, required fire suppression 
supplies could be rented out for the night, 
a portion of the fee 
would be returned if 
the fire site has been 
clear of garbage and 
fire embers?

S i n c e r e l y , 
horrified by fire 
scorched forests, 
homes and animals

Rod Burns

Historic Boat Trips
The Museum at Campbell River’s Summer 

Historic Boat Series continues with two new 
trips.   Next up, on Sunday August 23, from 
3:30 pm – 7:30 pm, a rare trip to East and 
West Thurlow Islands is being offered.  This 
is the only trip of the summer that will focus 
on these two islands which are surrounded by 
Johnstone Strait, Mayne Pass, Cordero Channel 
and Nodales Channel.   It’s a great chance to 
see the upper end of the Discovery Islands!  
And then on August 30, from 3:30 pm-7:30 
pm, in celebration of the 70th anniversary of 
the first troop landing on Yorke Island, the 
Museum is offering a once in a lifetime chance 
to circumnavigate Yorke.  The cost for each 
Cruise of Discovery is $155.00 and includes a 
delicious picnic lunch.  These trips are made 
available through a partnership between the 
Museum at Campbell River and Discovery 
Marine Safaris.   Please call the Museum at 
250-287-3103 to register.



Classifieds 
STORES

AMPED ON NUTRITION 
- Quadra Island’s Health Food 
Store and Deli. We carry vitamins, 
supplements, alternative groceries 
and more. Energize yourself with 
our delicious, organic vegetarian deli 
delights. Combining what you need 
with what you want. 
Open 10:00 am - 6 pm every day 
except closed Sundays and Mondays 
250-285-3142

SERVICES

WELLNESS

REAL ESTATE

GARAGE SALES Q-COVE 
APPLIANCE REPAIR 

We are now a full service appliance 
repair facility for all of your domestic 
appliance needs at affordable rates. 
We are a new and used parts depot 
for all appliances and carry a good 
selection of quality rebuilt appliances. 
All come with one-year warranty on 
parts and labour. Free delivery for 
most of Quadra. Call 250-285-3425 
or cell 250-202-3425

FERNBANK SAWMILL
Custom cutting at your place or mine 
on a state-of-the-art Woodmizer mill. 
We cut everything from beams to siding. 
Call Gerry Cote: 250-285-3651

OFFICE/STUDIO SPACE 
FOR RENT Available Sept. 1st, 
450 sq ft detached building suitable 
for variety of professional or creative 
work. One or two room options, 
private location only minutes from 
Q Cove & ferry. 6 month min. Call 
250-285-2234   

KAYAKING

FOR SALE

TOURS

WANTED
WANTED Postal Historian? Collector 
seeks envelopes bearing postmarks and 
mail from the Discovery Islands (Quadra, 
Cortes, Stuart, Read, Sonora, Redondas, 
Thurlows, etc) from 1893 to present day. 
Call Peter Smith at 285-3612

FOR RENT

		
HERIOT BAY TIDES
Date	 PDT	 m	 ft   
14	 06:43 	 1.3 	 4.3   
Friday 	 14:40 	 4.0 	 13.1   
	 18:16 	 3.7 	 12.1   
	 23:34 	 4.4 	 14.4   
15	 07:50 	 1.2 	 3.9   
Saturday 16:04 	 4.3 	 14.1   
	 20:04 	 3.9 	 12.8   
16	 00:37 	 4.4 	 14.4   
Sunday 	 08:55 	 1.0 	 3.3   
	 16:59 	 4.5 	 14.8   
	 21:55 	 3.9 	 12.8
17	 01:58 	 4.4 	 14.4   
Monday 	09:54 	 0.8 	 2.6   
	 17:41 	 4.7 	 15.4   
	 23:00 	 3.7 	 12.1   
18	 03:15 	 4.4 	 14.4   
Tuesday 	10:45 	 0.7 	 2.3   
	 18:17 	 4.9 	 16.1   
	 23:50 	 3.4 	 11.2   
19	 04:26 	 4.5 	 14.8   
Wednesday 11:33 	 0.8 	 2.6   
	 18:50 	 5.0 	 16.4   
20	 00:35 	 3.1 	 10.2   
Thursday 05:33 	 4.5 	 14.8   
	 12:19 	 1.0 	 3.3   
	 19:21 	 5.1 	 16.7   
21	 01:17 	 2.7 	 8.9   
Friday 	 06:37 	 4.5 	 14.8   
	 13:03 	 1.3 	 4.3   
	 19:51 	 5.1 	 16.7   
22	 02:00 	 2.3 	 7.5   
Saturday 07:36 	 4.5 	 14.8   
	 13:46 	 1.7 	 5.6   
	 20:20 	 5.0 	 16.4   
23	 02:43 	 2.0 	 6.6   
Sunday 	 08:34 	 4.4 	 14.4   
	 14:28 	 2.2 	 7.2   
	 20:49 	 4.9 	 16.1 
24	 03:26 	 1.8 	 5.9   
Monday 	09:34 	 4.3 	 14.1   
	 15:10 	 2.6 	 8.5   
	 21:16 	 4.7 	 15.4   
25	 04:10 	 1.6 	 5.2   
Tuesday 	10:40 	 4.1 	 13.5   
	 15:53 	 3.0 	 9.8   
	 21:43 	 4.5 	 14.8   
26	 04:56 	 1.6 	 5.2   
Wednesday 11:59 	 4.0 	 13.1   
	 16:41 	 3.4 	 11.2   
	 22:11 	 4.3 	 14.1   
27	 05:46 	 1.6 	 5.2   
Thursday 13:36 	 4.0 	 13.1   
	 17:46 	 3.7 	 12.1   
	 22:42 	 4.1 	 13.5   
28	 06:42 	 1.6 	 5.2   
Friday 	 15:03 	 4.1 	 13.5   
	 19:49 	 3.8 	 12.5   
	 23:26 	 4.0 	 13.1

FIRESIGN ART & DESIGN 
STUDIO AND B&B: 

Enjoy quiet privacy in our delightful 
3-bedroom  B&B with kitchenette, 
includes  multi-course breakfasts 
specialising in wheat-free baking. 
Tourism BC Approved, BC B&B 
Innkeepers. Art studio, gallery, 
amber jewellery, workshops.  
250-285-3390, 
www.firesignartanddesign.com

HOSPITALITY

TOUR ABOARD TENZING
a 26’ ex-Navy Whaleboat. 1.5 hour 
daily  tours Only $44.00 Phone the 
HBI to reserve. 285-3322 (min. 4 
passengers to run)

CAP’N IAN sailed around the 
world with his family and now wants 
to share that adventure with you. 
Based in Heriot Bay, your Transport-
certified captain offers a round-
the-world in an afternoon sailing 
experience aboard a Niagara 35, as 
well as sunset sails and family cruises. 
To find out more contact Sea Star 
Sailing at 285-AHOY

RARE AND UNIQUE 
CEDAR STRIP CANOE

Quadra Island Canoes is selling 
their hand made 16’ 74lb western red 
cedar strip canoe with walnut seats 
and white ash accents. High quality 
workmanship. Asking $4500 OBO. 
Call 250-285-2609 evenings.

LOOKING FOR A NEW 
OWNER for our piece of paradise.  
Available for private sale for a few 
weeks, thereafter through realtor. 
Three level 2652 sq.ft. house plus 
single garage on beautiful waterfront 
property in Gowlland Harbour.  
Fabulous views, excellent for 
kayaking. Pathway to beach. 688 
Raydon Rd.  Phone Joan and John 
Sell 250-285-3289 9a.m.-7p.m.

ALSO AVAILABLE 
FROM HEDEFINE 

CONTRACTING LTD.

Soffits and siding .	
Hardy plank, vinyl, cedar 
or aluminum.Experienced 
installers. Call: 250-285-
2866

SUMMER SIZZLIN SALE 
ON THE HEAT THAT 

HEALS!
Infra-red Sauna special only on till 

summer ends:
$16 drop in rate for a single and $25 

for a couple!
Call Lori @ 203-2248  

for all information.

GARAGE SALE SATURDAY 
AUGUST 15TH 09

 at 1796 Hyacinthe Bay Rd
Funds raised will be donated to 
Surge School on Read Island to go 
towards their playground/ school 
garden project.
 The by donation sale runs from 9:00 
am – 3:00pm  if there’s left overs 
the sale will continue on Sunday 
everything must go. Come out and 
support the school.

INTERMEDIATE 
KAYAKING COURSE 

Improve your paddling skills, learn 
safety and rescue techniques, increase 
confidence, and have more fun on the 
water! Paddle Canada certification.
August 22 and 23, Discovery Islands 
Lodge, instructor Albert Keller
$225  (250) 285-2823

2 BEDROOM HOME 
For Sale. 110 Quadra Loop$275,000 
www.bchomesforsale.com  (250) 
285-3454

FOR SALE SINGLE 
TOURING KAYAK 

Kevlar, Nimbus Njak 16.6 ft long, 
47 ponds, blue, red and white. Skirt, 
paddle and throw rope included. 
$2,800 Call 250-285-2860

BUYING OR SELLING 
A HOME OR BUSINESS 
ON QUADRA ISLAND?  - 
checkout the exposure you can get at  
www.quadraisland.ca/real_estate/  
~1,000 unique visitors a month all 
looking for real estate on Quadra. 
Listing packages start at only $49.95.  
A must for sales-by-owner and an 
asset for realtors. Call 285-2234 
or email: info@quadraisland.
ca for more details. 


