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Commissioner Meets With Islanders
BC Ferry Commissioners visit Quadra and Hears Loud and Clear Roll back fares, make ferry essential service, listen to the ferry users...

A

packed house of about 250
turned up at the Quadra Island
Community Centre for a highly
anticipated public meeting on Monday,
September 26.

The widely publicized forum brought the
newly appointed BC Ferry Commissioner
Gordon Macatee and Deputy
Commissioner Sheldon Stoilen to hear
from members of the public on matters
concerning BC Ferries, how it effected
our community and how the service, and
corporation, might be improved.

The Commissioners were scheduled to also
attend a meeting Cortes Island earlier in
the day. But in a turn of seasonal events, the
stormy weather cancelled sailings to Cortes
and that meeting will be rescheduled.
Our local Chair of the Ferry Advisory
Committee Paul Ryan brought the
meeting to order and introduced the
Commissioners.

Macatee began by outlining the role of the
BC Ferry Commissioners. He explained
that they are not employed by either BC
Ferries or the Government of British
Columbia. They are independent appointees
of the BC Legislature. Their main role is to
set the ‘price cap’ for fares.
The process in setting the cap is first to set
a preliminary cap which was done in March
2011 using projections and figures from
BC Ferries, this is followed by a period of
public consultation which this meeting was
a part of and a final decision is due to be
made at the end of September, 2011. These
caps are for a four year term.
The preliminary fare rate increases estimated
by Macatee’s predecessor Martin Crilly was
8.23% for northern and minor routes (such
as ours) and 4.12% fro the major (Lower
Mainland-Vancouver Island) routes. As high
as they sound, these increases are much lower
than those being requested by BC Ferries!

So, apparently in 2010 a bill was passed in
the BC Legislature, Bill 20. This added a
clause to the Coastal Ferry Act requiring
the Ferry Commissioner consider the
interests of ferry users in setting the price
cap. However, Macatee explained that
this puts the Commissioners in a difficult
situation as the bill doesn’t specify how this
information (the needs of users) is to be
factored in when setting the fare cap.
Macatee and Stoilen sought clarification
from the Minister of Transportation who
agreed the bill was vague and needed
review. In light of that the Commissioners
asked Government for a mandate to meet
with the public and an extension to the
September 30 deadline of 12 months.

Both requests were granted and in the
interim the 8.23% and 4.12% caps will be
applied until the Commissioners review is
completed in September 2012.
continued...

He went on to say that the commissioners
are trying to understand what ‘reasonable’
and ‘affordable’ mean and how to define
them. Macatee gave a quick review of
the Coastal Ferry Act (you can read
the six main principles online at: www.
bcferrycommission.com) and then added
that the Commissioners were asking if
these principles are right, should they be
amended? What about the corporation? Is
it accountable? Does it act in a business like
way? “We are looking at the way in which
the corporation contributes to the economic
well being of the communities it services.”

BC Ferry Commissioner Gordon Macatee

Since the beginning of June the
Commissioners have been travelling
throughout coastal BC meeting with the
public in Haida Gwaii, on the Northern and
Central Coast, Northern Vancouver Island,
the Gulf Islands and Sunshine Coast. Now
in the latter part of their scheduled meetings
they arrived in the Discovery Islands.
At each meeting the Commissioners
have mainly been listening, aiming to
understand what the ferries mean to coastal
communities, what role they play in the
economic and social well-being of our
communities.
In addition the Commission have engaged
a company with experience in other
jurisdictions using price cap models to set
rates in a variety of transportation systems,
including other ferry services.
Macatee went on to outline specifically
what types of information they are seeking
from the ferry going public.

“What are the interests of ferry users?
We believe it is a three part question” he
said. “First part is who are ferry users? We
recognize that there are people that rely on
the ferry even if they don’t necessarily ride
on them.”

The Commissioner concluded by
explaining that “the final result will be a
list of recommendations for changes to
the Coastal Ferries Act. It will then be up
to Government to accept or reject those
recommendations.”

With that Macatee opened the floor to
an already long line of residents eager to
share their, issues, concerns and ideas. What
followed could perhaps be characterized
as an outpouring of constructive
dissatisfaction.

First to the mic was Joe Duprey, proprietor
of The Landing Pub. Joe expressed his
concern about the steadily increasing ferry
fares explaining that for his business it was
a necessity and not a choice. He described
an analogy where a couple in the Lower
Mainland heading out for an evening dinner
date are faced with a $40 toll part way
along their drive. He continued, chastising
the Government for having taken an
essential service in BC Ferries and making
it a private corporation. “We pay taxes, we
expect the same [transportation services] as
everyone in BC” he said.
Next up was Gerry Hornby, past member
of our local Ferry Advisory Committee. He
reviewed the current fares and calculated

that for a commuting couple the cost of
travelling on the ferry to Campbell River
alone adds up to over $5,000 a year. “It’s
just unsustainable, it doesn’t work” he said
“The ferries are essential, we don’t have an
option”.

After a lengthy presentation Hornby
wrapped up with the following suggestions
“It’s time for the Government to put more
money into the system, the fares should be
reasonable and affordable. Fares should be
comparable to other tolls in the provincial
system, they should be rolled back to 2003
rates and any increases then tied to the cost
of living. Lastly I’d like to see our ferries go
back to the Department of Highways”.

As the meeting progressed the Commissioners
heard from dozens of Quadra Islanders.
While the experiences related varied there
were several consistent themes:
- The ferry service should be regarded as an
essential Government service and not run as
a for-profit corporation.
- Our community is valuable and yet it is
suffering economically and the rising costs
of ferry fares are a significant factor in that.

- There are some ferry users such as students
and the disabled who should travel free.
- BC Ferries is out of touch with the effect
rising fares has on communities and on the
corporation’s bottom line.

- Fares should be rolled back to 2003 levels
and only increased with the rate of inflation.

The BC Ferry Commissioners will visit
Cortes Island on October 18 and will accept
written submissions at any time. See
www.bcferrycommission.com for addresses.

To listen to the entire proceedings
visit: www.discoveryislander.ca
		

- Philip Stone

“Second part of the question is ‘what are the
ferry users interests?’ and what we’ve heard
is that means affordability, reliability and
access, but also a lot of other interests are
being brought to our attention”.

“Lastly, what does it mean to ‘consider’? It
could be as easy as just turning your mind to
the ferry user as you make a decision, but it
could go a lot further than that.”
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Joe Duprey makes and impassioned presentation to the BC Ferry Commissioners
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MONDAY

Parent & Tots, QCC, 9:30 am - 12 pm
Low Impact, 8:30 am, QCC
Yoga with Josephine, Room 3, QCC, 10 am -12 noon
Caregivers Support Group 9:30 am - 12 pm QCC
Karate, 4 pm, QCC
Sing for Pure Joy! Room 3, QCC, 3 - 4:30 pm, All welcome.
Alcoholics Anonymous, Quadra Children’s Centre 7 pm
1st Monday - Quadra writers group, 7 - 9 pm 285-3656

TUESDAY

Intermediate Yoga Flow with Megan, Vitalis 9-11 am & 5 -6:30 pm
Spinners 10:00 am – 12:00 QCC
Kids Climbing Wall (7 & under) 2:00- 3:00 (8+) 3:00 - 4:00 pm
Quadra Children’s Song Circle, Room 3, QCC3 - 4 pm
Intermediate Yoga Flow with Megan, Vitalis 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm
Adult Climbing Wall 6:00-7:00 pm
Al-Anon Meeting, Quadra Children’s Centre, 7:30 pm
Folkdancing, QCC, 7:30 pm, Sept 21-Apr 26
HBI tickle dress up library is open in the Pub. October. 7:00pm

WEDNESDAY

Parent and Babes 11 am QCC
Food Bank 1-2:00 p.m. (1st & 3rd Wed of every month) QCC
“The Pack Ride” Moderate to Vigorous bike ride 6:15pm Yak Shack
Climbing Wall Family 6:30 pm. QCC
UofQ Pub education from your Neighbours. HBI pub 7:00 pm
Hand-drum Circle, Upper Realm, 7:45 - 9:15 pm
1st & 3rd Wednesday Food Bank,QCC 1 - 2 pm
Lifedrawing sessions, Firesign Studio, 7 - 9:30 pm Nancy, 285-3390

THURSDAY

Gentle Yoga Flow with Marnie, Vitalis 9 am - 11 am
Parents & Tots, QCC, 9:30 am - 12 pm
Karate 4:00 pm QCC
Intermediate Yoga Flow with Megan, Vitalis 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm
Prayer Meeting, Quadra Island Bible Church, 7 pm
Drop in games and wing night, Legion, 7:00 pm.
Blakes encounters of the Karaoke kind. 9:00pm HBI pub

Friday, September 30
- The Harvest of Music Jazz Quartet, Tsa-Kwa-Luten Lodge 6 to 9:00 pm
- Friday Flicks - Made In Dagenham, Doors open 7:30 pm Q.I.C.C.
Wednesday, October 5
- U of Q Productive Garden Soil with Ryan Nassichuk HBI Pub 7 pm

Friday, October 7
- Kayaking to Save The Albatross - CANCELLED :(
Monday, October 10
– Deadline Day for the Discovery Islander - new material in by 7 pm
news@discoveryislands.ca For guidelines & ad rates: www.discoveryislander.ca
Wednesday, October 12
- Beyond The Chanterelle with Shane Mawhinney, HBI Pub 7 pm

Thursday, October 13
- Introduction to Meditation wi Dave Ashton, 7:30 pm Upper Realm, Q. Cove
Friday, October 14
- Friday Flicks, Jane Eyre, Doors open 7:30 pm show 7:45 pm Q.I.C.C.
Saturday, October 15
- The Marc Atkinson Quartet: “surprise-filled and sizzling,” Juno-nominated,
Django-style jazz guitar with fiddle, bass and drums. QICC 8:00 pm
Sunday, October 16
- There is Wild and Then There is Wolverine! QICC, 7:30 pm
Monday, October, 17
- Garden Club presents Helena Hartswood, Renovating your Garden QCC 7pm
Tuesday, October 18
- Get Saucy… with chef Catherine Berg Heriot Bay Inn, 6-8 pm, $65
Saturday October 22
- Nuyumbalees Society Annual Fund Raiser, Quinsam Hall in CR 6 pm
- Reunion dance - Museum fundraiser, Sportsplex, Campbell River, 8 pm
Next Deadline: Monday, October 10th, 2011

BC FERRIES PHASES OUT PREPAID PAPER TICKETS ON
HORNBY ISLAND
AND CORTES ISLAND ROUTES

Prepaid paper tickets valid for payment until December 31, 2010

FRIDAY

Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 pm Quadra Children’s Centre
Fridays – Live bands in the HBI Pub 9:00 pm

SATURDAY

Quadra Farmers’ Market 10 am to 2 pm behind Credit Union, Q Cove
“Fun Ride” Easy to Moderate bike ride 10:30 am Aroma Cafe
Gypsy Moma sessions by donation 1-4pm Studio 6, Upper Realm, Q Cove
Legion Meat Draw 5pm, Steak Dinner 6:30 pm
Open mic with Mo. 9:00pm HBI pub

SUNDAY

Centre for Spiritual Living Celebration, Willow Point Hall, 10:30 am
NEXT
DEADLINE
MONDAY,
NOVEMBER
29, 2010
Family
Service,
Quadra Island
Bible Church,
10:30 am
Quadra Sunday Painters, 11 am - 2 pm, 285-3390
United Church-11 am, first Sun. of month-12 noon, 285-3163.
Buddhist meditation, Upper Realm, 10 am.
Pool Tournament and weekly prizes HBI Pub. October. 4:00pm
Live Music at The Landing 4 to 7 pm Featuring The Blue Kats
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AUTHORITY

The Vancouver Island Health
Authority (VIHA) thought they
had the authority to design and
build a Regional Hospital in the
middle of nowhere – no water,
sewer, or electricity.
WE THE PEOPLE, with the
help of our doctors and other
health professionals, told them:

“No you don’t – we want our
hospitals in our communities” –
and after a year of arguing WE
got our way. The overpaid officers
and directors of VIHA went back
to the drawing board (where they
still are) to design new hospitals
for Campbell River and ComoxCourtenay.
The Gordon Campbell BC
Liberal Government thought
they had the authority to
legislate a new 7% tax on all
sorts of products and services
formerly not taxed, without

Copyright 2011
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Dear Sirs,
going to the PEOPLE. By the
HST Referendum WE THE
PEOPLE told them: “Sorry, you
don’t have that authority – stuff
your tax.”

Here in Beautiful British
Columbia it seems like all kinds
of “Authorities” are trying to
dictate to us – the latest example
is the Vancouver Island Regional
Library, who decided without
public input to move our library 8
kilometers and charge us taxpayers
5 times as much rent for new
facilities!
BC Ferries hikes rates with
impunity…BC Medical decides
which medical services they will
pay for in the cities and not in
rural communities. The list goes
on and on.

What in hell happened to
democracy in British Columbia?
Bob Lasby

In his letter published Sep
16, Mr Elwood implies that
“seasonal” residents are somehow
responsible for a reduced quality
of life on Quadra, by driving
up property values, not sending
their kids to school, overloading
the ferry, and are “not beneficial
to the local community”.
Well Sir, I and my family are
“seasonal” residents, and I would
strongly disagree. We pay taxes
on not one but two properties.
We employ a landscaper and
housesitter on a year round
basis, we provide a relatively
affordable rental property
available on a long term basis
to permanent residents, we
have provided work to a local
builder, a local marine mechanic
etc. When we are on Quadra
we make a point of shopping
locally (something many of my
“full-time resident” neighbours
refuse to do). We get our bikes
fixed by Smokey, haircuts by
Bob, buy groceries at Q Foods
and practically live at Quadra
Building Supply. How many
restaurants and shops would
remain open on Quadra if
they did not have the hugely
increased seasonal income
to allow them to survive the
winter?

The OCP was not designed
solely for the purpose of
benifitting long term residents,
but rather all residents (and
taxpayers). Our careers require
us to live and work elsewhere for
the time being, and the plan is
to retire and become “full-time
residents” in the next few years.
We have met many Quadra-ites
over the past 18 years that we
have been seasonal residents,
and thankfully none have been
as narrowly xenophobic as Mr
Elwood. I trust that this attitude
is not representative of the
general feeling on the Island.
Gordon Mazurek

I

On clearing the air and being fair...

very seldom send in
responses to “Letters to the
Editor”, but the one that
appeared in the recent edition
of the Discovery Islander needs
some comment. It is titled
“Letter to the Editor” on page
four.

The first comments are about
my submissions regarding the
exorbitant ferry fares that we
are being forced to pay and
the impact it is having on the
island. It is suggested that
putting the ferry service, as part
of our highway system, back in
the Ministry of Highways is a
bad idea (in so many words).
Fair enough. I would be the
first to defend the right of any
individual to their own opinion.
It is also suggested that ferry
fares are not the only culprit
in the depressed situation on
Quadra Island. Absolutely
agreed. This is but one front
(BCFC) that is being worked
on and is to be read as one of
the reasons that we are having
problems on the island. The
Commissioner is not interested
in hearing about all of the other
reasons why we might be having
social and economic difficulties
and to give him those other
reasons could only dilute the
focus of the submission which is
unfair fares!
The letter goes on to suggest
that global forces, etc., are the
reason for our demise. David
Hahn has unsuccessfully made
the same argument. But it is
true that there are many other
forces that are contributing to
the downturn of our economy.

It is suggested that we need
low cost, affordable housing to
solve the problem. I assume the
author of the letter is unaware
of the past two years of the
intensive community work that
I have been a part of to try and
develop a Local Area Plan for
Quathiaski Cove to try and

provide some of that affordable
housing for all age groups.
Perhaps he is also unaware of
all of the “discussions” I have
to endure with the SRD to get
contracts awarded to Quadra
businesses, from advertising to
sign creation, to park creation
to trail work to provincial park
road re-construction and so
forth. I do that so as to create
local employment for local
people and to retrieve some
of the tax dollars that would
otherwise leave the area. I am
working on these issues daily.

However, what really prompted
me to write this rebuttal were
the comments around the
Gowlland Point proposal
that are completely incorrect.
I am not a big supporter
of government in general.
The main reason I took this
position was to try and make
“government” something that
we as a community are - the
government - to bring it
closer to home and more “by
the people”. That is still my
philosophy.

I would hope that the
author would read the
Local Government Act, the
Community Charter and our
OCP. If he did, he would
immediately realize that an
applicant can come forward at
any time and make a proposal
to amend the OCP. This is
not driven by the SRD or
your director in any way. It is
applicant driven and the SRD
and your director must, by
law, accept an application. The
only thing that I have done is
to make sure that the proper
process is followed and that
the proposal is in as complete
a state as possible before going
to the community at a public
hearing. The SRD has tried to
do the same. This issue has been
back and forth between the
SRD and the applicant and the
community countless times for

that one reason: to make sure
the proposal was in a complete
and comprehensive form for the
community to consider with no
surprises. That is my job. The
community’s job is to come to
the public hearing and provide
input for directors so that they
can make a decision.

I would encourage the author of
the letter to please contact me
at any time at any of the phone
numbers, email or home address
provided in every report I write
prior to spreading absolutely
false information to the public
that I represent. Stay informed
and keep it honest.
Sincerely,

Jim Abram

Director, Discovery Islands Mainland Inlets

With regard to the Gowlland
Point development proposal ,
the comments that state “Why
the local regional director would
encourage the SRD to dream
up the passage through the
Official Community Plan
(OCP) to allow for such a
development remains a mystery”
. What remains a mystery is
where on earth the author came
up with this nonsense??? He
goes on to say “... but is visibly
supporting (the director) a
proposal that will inflict greater
misery on Quadra residents by
increasing the number of part
time residents” . Where exactly
have I done that??? I assume
that authors of letters to the
editor will insure that their
information is factually correct
and this one is not even close.
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Ferry
Schedules
Campbell River
- Quadra Island

Crossing Time: 10 minutes
Leave Quadra Island

6:15 am
3:05 pm
†7:05 am ** 4:00 pm
8:00 am
5:00 pm
9:00 am
5:50 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
11:00 am
8:00 pm
12:00 pm
9:00 pm
1:00 pm
10:00 pm
2:00 pm *11:00 pm
Leave Campbell River

6:40 am
3:30 pm
†7:30 am
4:30 pm
8:30 am
5:25 pm
9:30 am
6:15 pm
**10:30 am
7:30 pm
11:30 am
8:30 pm
12:30 pm
9:30 pm
1:30 pm 10:30 pm
2:30 pm *11:30 pm

Quadra Island
- Cortes Island

Crossing Time: 45 minutes
Leave Quadra Island

† 9:05 am
**11:05 am
1:05 pm
3:05 pm
5:05 pm
6:45 pm
Leave Cortes Island

† 7:50 am
9:50 am
11:50 am
**1:50 pm
3:50 pm
5:50 pm
* - Fridays and Saturdays only.
† - Daily except Sundays.
** - Tuesday sailings are for
Dangerous Cargo - No passengers.

Avoid Line-Ups

Peak local traffic are during
morning and evening commutes.
On Monday and Thursday Quadra
- CR 9 am sailings, Cortes Island
traffic has priority.

Pick Up A Copy

of the Guide to
the Discovery
Islands and the
Quadra & Cortes
maps

Taking Back our Community - On Pushing Back Globalization

Island Timberlands is expected
to start logging this winter on
Cortes Island. Their lands run
from Coulter Bay in the east to
Squirrel Cove in the west and
industrial logging on these lands
would cut the heart out of Cortes
Island. Wolves, cougar and deer
will have their territories and travel
corridors disrupted, entire watersheds
will be affected and some of the
last remaining old growth groves
with their rare and endangered
ecosystems will be destroyed.

That an outside corporation can
have such a devastating impact on
the island environment and our
community is not solely a Cortes
Island story. It is a story that is
being replayed throughout BC
and indeed all over the world.
On September 23rd the Comox
Valley Peaceful Direct Action
Coalition hosted a town hall
meeting entitled “Take Back Our
Community”. A crowd of 400
packed the auditorium as Maude
Barlow, chair of the Council
of Canadians and a leading
activist for the anti- globalization
movement in Canada told us
the story of her meeting with
the head delegates representing
the European Nations who are
negotiating with the Harper
Government for a free trade deal.
Our water, fish, trees and other
resources are all on the market
table. Multinational companies
could soon have access to our
common natural wealth and their
rapacious greed would trump
local government and community
will if the globalization players
get their way.
She also told us the story of
the Vancouver based company
Goldcorp’s atrocities in
Guatemala where they forced the
local farmer residents off their
land so the company could open
pit mine for gold and pollute
the fresh water sources from
the cyanide leaching process.
http://www.canadians.org/
media/water/2011/06-Sep-11.
html Maude Barlow told us
that globally, Canadian mining
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companies have the worst
environmental and human rights
record. She suggested that right
now anyone travelling in Central
America would be better off
wearing a USA flag rather than
the Maple Leaf!

Lawyer Leo McGrady wrote the
first Guide to Civil Disobedience
in BC. This document has gone
through many revisions through
the decades and just this week
his office has been updating it
with the latest protocols for this
meeting. He explained that this
document outlines the legal
ramifications of protest in BC
and it has been made available by
McGrady’s law firm, free of charge
for public use. www.mbwlaw.
ca/Civil%20Disobedience%20
Guide-Comox.pdf

It is essential that the public
understand their rights in giving
voice to their opposition to
government policy. When does
Peaceful Direct Action become
Civil Disobedience and when
does that become a criminal
act? Anyone who is considering
standing up for the common good
of the environment and community
should read this document.
The third speaker of the
evening was Tarrah Millen, an
activist with The Sea Shepherd
Conservation Society. http://
www.seashepherd.org She has
been monitoring the Dolphin
slaughter happening in Taiji,
Japan and the subject of the
film “The Cove”. At 21 years
old, she also represents the next
generation of activist and she
spoke eloquently of the alienation
that today’s computer and IPOD
connected youth have with the
natural world. Tarrah said that
what galvanized her into action
was when her father asked her
that when she looks back at her
life from the age of 30, did she
make a difference?
The next morning about 150 of
us gathered for an “ACT UP!”
workshop, to find out about
our rights and how to plan our

own Peaceful Direct Action
events. Even though the event
was hosted by the coalition
against the proposed coal
mines in the Comox Valley, the
information was invaluable for
planning any sort of action. The
culmination of the morning was
to plan a peaceful march through
downtown Courtenay to the
offices of MLA Don McRae and
MP John Duncan where we used
Post-it notes to stick our own
personal messages to the office
windows. These notes were later
collected up and will be delivered
directly to the offices.

For many of us, it was a scary
thing to draw attention to
ourselves, to be part of a
colourful, singing throng and
possibly incurring the wrath of
inconvenienced motorists stuck
at a crosswalk waiting for 150 of
us to stream by. But the sun broke
through the clouds, cars honked
and people waved and came out
of shops for a look. No laws were
broken and it was a gentle start in
the campaign to Take Back Our
Communities.
When the law enables a large
corporation to rip the heart out
of an island and community,
destroying rare and sensitive
ecosystems and the integrity
of the watersheds and wildlife
for the benefit of distant
shareholders, then that law is
unjust. According to Socrates,
the original democratic thinker,
only just laws are worthy of
compliance; otherwise, he said,
the citizen has a DUTY to obey
a higher authority. According
to Leo McGrady, there have
been cases where the judiciary
system has begun to think the
same way. It is time for us to
stand as a community, whether
you live here, play here in the
summer or just love the place;
to take back our Cortes Island.
For more information on how
to get involved go to the Wild
Stands website www.wildstands.
wordpress.com/
-Michael Moore for Wild Stands

REGIONAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Area C

W

ell, everyone! This
is the night that (as
I write this) you
will be meeting with the BC
Ferry Commissioner at the
Community Centre. It is the
night that you are supposed to
be packing the hall and letting
him know how ferry fares are
effecting our community and
our economy. And it is the night
that you are supposed to be
telling him that the ferry system
needs to be part of the Ministry
of Transportation and treated
like the rest of the highways in
BC.
I do hope that you are there and
making our case heard. I will
be meeting with the Premier
and the Minister on Tuesday
the 27th to make the same case
along with 11 other Regional
Districts and the Islands Trust.
I found it very distressing
this past week when on three
separate occasions, people said
“what ferry meeting?” when I
brought up the topic. This has
been publicized by me and
others for two months. I would
hope that everyone would read
the various publications on
the island, both in hard copy
and on line. I really hope these
three people were the exception.
I am looking forward to the
report back to me while I am
in Vancouver, regarding the
Quadra meeting. I trust that it
will be stupendous!

by Jim Abram

Local Government
Elections

I would like to let you know
that I intend to run in this
election for another term. I
am totally committed to this
community and wish to see
through a number of initiatives
that we have started such as the
Local Area Plan for Quatiaski
Cove, the sewer extension for
the additional properties that
are in need of it in the Cove
area, and numerous other
projects that need continuity. I
have dedicated a great deal of
my life to this community as has
my wife, Wendy and both of
my kids. I have appreciated your
support in the past and look
forward to it this next term. All
I can promise you is that I will
give it my very best at all times
on your behalf.

Stuart Island
Community Association

I will be facilitating / mediating
another meeting of the
association and trying to work
out some of their difficulties
on Oct. 3rd, on Stuart Island.
This is a typical “growing pains”
situation (with some added
twists!) and I am sure that
we can come to agreement
and have a totally functioning
community association in the
future. More than 50 people
have been invited. It should be
interesting.

Union of BC
Municipalities

As I have mentioned a number
of times, I will be attending the
AGM of the UBCM from Sept.
24th through Oct. 1st. I will
still have email access and will
answer email as time permits.
It is a crazy, busy schedule all
week, but I will do my best to
keep in touch.
I am always available. Feel free
to call me between the hours of
8:30 am and 7:00 pm, Monday
through Friday (please, not on
weekends, folks!) at 285-3355,
or you can fax me at 285-3533
or you can email me anytime
at jimabram@xplornet.ca , or
by mail at Box 278 in the Cove,
V0P 1N0... Lots of choices.
Please note my new email
address. The old “oberon”
address is no longer active.
Respectfully submitted,
Jim Abram

Director, Discovery Islands Mainland Inlets (Area C), SRD

Advertising is to trade
what steam is to
machinery
- Thomas Cook
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Hand Drum Jam Free Kid’s Books
Come join the hand-drumming jam at Spirit
Free used kid’s books are available at Spirit
Books. One book is available per child
under the age of 13 for each visit. The
limit is one book per week. The book store
is usually open Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday afternoons in the Upper Realm at
Q. Cove.

Books in the Upper Realm at Q. Cove every
Wednesday night from 7:45 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Beginners are welcome. If you don’t have a
drum, we can provide one. Some instruction
is offered, but mainly we just have fun and
jam. Drop-in donation is $5 per session.
First-timers are free. Call Steve Moore at
285-3323 for more information.

There is Wild and then
There is Wolverine!

Join National Geographic explorer and
author Douglas Chadwick and Sarah Cox
from Sierra Club BC for an engaging
evening of storytelling about the wild, feisty
and fierce wolverine!

Join the Sierra Club on Sunday, October
16th for an entertaining and informative
evening celebrating the mighty, mysterious

Sunday afternoon live music at The
Landing. Featuring the Blue Kats and
Friends, come and jam with the best.

Friday Night Wings - The Landing Pub
serves everyone’s favorite- chicken wings.
$4.20 Per dozen starting at 420pm every
Friday. Wash them down with a pint of
Kokanee- just $4.75
Happy appy hours at The Landing Pub.

3-6Pm...7 Days a week. 20% Off all
appetizers, come down and enjoy some great
food and drink specials.
What better way to spend a sunny Saturday
than at The Landing Pub enjoying a hand
made burger and ice cold beer? Cheese
burger- fries and a cold beer just $12 bucks,
all day every Saturday.
Wednesdays are steak nights at The
Landing Pub. 8oz new york steak, jumbo
garlic prawn skewer, roast potatoes, seasonal
vegetables and a red wine sauce. All for
$16.99

Doug Chadwick, an acclaimed speaker, is
touring Vancouver Island to promote his
new book The Wolverine Way. During
his October book tour to promote Sierra
Club BC’s Flathead River Valley campaign,
Chadwick will describe his close encounters
with the elusive, fierce, and endangered
wolverine.

The wolverine comes with a reputation
based on myth – it’s known as a glutton,
symbol of slaughter and a wilderness villain.
Yet, as Chadwick will reveal, this enigmatic
animal is more complex than the myths that
accompany it. According to him, wolverines
are also the southern Canadian equivalent
of the polar bear, an animal that will suffer
similarly from the effects of global warming.
Wolverines vanished from Vancouver Island
in the 1960s and represent one of a dozen
at-risk species found in the unprotected
Flathead River Valley of southeastern BC.

What’s On at
The Landing

Bottles of red or white wine for $16.95

Good Food, Good Fun, Good people.

Monday $3.75 Pints Of Landing Lager Or
James Douglas
Tuesday $10.75 Jugs Of Cariboo Draft Or
Honey Lager
Wednesday $16.95 Bottles Of Wine

Thursday $3.95 Single $5.95 Double Well
Highballs
Friday Pints Of Kokanee $4.75

Saturday Bottle of Blue or Lucky $4.00
and gnarly wolverine, and the on-going
campaign to protect its home in the
beautiful Flathead River Valley. Copies of
Doug Chadwick’s new book The Wolverine
Way will be for sale. Doors open at 7:00 pm,
presentation at 7:30 pm. Entry by donation.
Refreshments available.
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Sunday $4.75 Caesars

Sunday Afternoon Live Music on the deck
4 to 7 pm featuring The Blue Kats and
Friends come and Jam with the best.
NO BAD DAYS! Are Back At THE
LANDING PUB New Phone # 285-2701

Submit your news or event info, editorial runs free: email: news@discoveryislands.ca drop off 701 Cape Mudge Rd. or at Hummingbird

Nuyumbalees
Society Annual
Fund Raiser

Will be held at Quinsam Hall
in Campbell River on Saturday
October 22, 2011 at 6 pm and will
feature a Deluxe Seafood Buffet.
If you would like to show your
support, purchase a ticket to attend
or to donate an auction item, please
call Carol Ann or Heather at
250-285-2042.

Newcomers to
Quadra Island
Welcome

New to Quadra? The Discovery
Islands Chamber of Commerce
and local businesses welcome
you with a gift bag. Please
contact Judy at 285-2150.

Alcoholic
Anonymous

~ Quadra Island Chapter has
moved their 8 pm friday meeting
from Cape Mudge United
Church to Quadra Children’s
Center. Everyone Welcome. call
250-285-3152

Giant
‘Indoor’
Garage Sale

A Fundraiser for 50+ Active
Living Saturday October 1,
2011 9am sharp to 12 pm noon
Community Centre Gym
Shop in comfort, no entry fee,
coffee & snacks

Bring it and sell it: Purchase
10x10 space-$10 plus table-$5
Register at Community Centre or
Sportsplex

Kayaking to Save
the Albatross
A Beautiful Burden

Unfortunately this event on
Friday, October 7th has been
cancelled due to a family
illness. Sierra Quadra hopes to
reschedule Hayley Shepard’s
presentation in the Spring of
2012.

Halloween Fun
Night Meeting

Hey parents, here is your chance
to create the best ever haunted
Halloween for your kids. Come to
the Halloween Haunted House
and Fun Night meeting, Oct 4th,
7p.m. at the Community Centre
in room 1. Help organize this
years haunted, Halloween Fun
Night. This is a parent run event,
so if you want this Halloween to
be super spooky get involved!

More info 250-286-1161

NEXT DEADLINE
FOR THE DI
is Monday October
10th

Send in your submissions
by email: news@
discoveryislands.ca
fax: 250-285-2236 or drop it
off at Hummingbird or our
office at 701 Cape Mudge Rd,
Quadra Island (just south of
the Cemetery & Highways
yard)

Christmas Craft
Fair waiting list

If you would like to be put on
the waiting list for the Q.C.C.
Christmas Crafts Fair, please
email: lesliemackenzie6@
hotmail.com
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Marc Atkinson Quartet
Saturday, October 15, 2011 8:00 PM

The Marc Atkinson Quartet will fire up
the 2011-12 season of high-quality musical
performances, presented by Quadra Cultural
Committee, with sizzling, Django-style,
finger picking fun. “He picks in the same
kind of league as Chet Atkins,” said Loudon
Wainwright, of Maverick Magazine about
BC’s Marc Atkinson. Marc will bring
his outstanding technique, his fluent and
graceful style and a set of new compositions
to the Quadra Community Centre on
Saturday, October 15th at 8:00 PM.

Marc Atkinson is a multiple award-winning,
world-touring, West Coast Canadian, whose
guitar playing and composing has been
described as “jawdropping,” “stunning,”
“dazzling” and “flawless.” He has performed
at festivals from Celtic Connections in
Glasgow, to the Montreal International
jazz Festival, to California WorldFest, to
Tonder Festival in Denmark and even for
the Queen of England! His self-titled CDs
have garnered much critical acclaim: Marc
Atkinson Trio II was voted one of the top
five albums in North America by Acoustic
Guitar Magazine and Marc Atkinson
Trio III was nominated in 2006 for an
Outstanding Album Award at the Western
Canadian Music Awards.
Multi-instrumentalist, composer, arranger,
and producer, Marc is one of Canada’s most
talented musicians. His catchy compositions
take guitar beyond the usual repertoire and
sound into a fiery but elegant musical style

infused with a blend of influences from
classical and jazz to rock, while maintaining
the laidback humour and casual ‘good time
feel’ of Canada’s West Coast.

The new Quartet includes Marc on acoustic
guitar and mandolin; Adrian Dolan
co-founder of the Bills and touring artist
with such names as Ridley Bent and The
Chieftains, on fiddle, accordion, viola,
and piano; Joey Smith also in the Marc
Atkinson Trio and formerly with the Glen
Miller Orchestra on stand up bass; and
Kelby MacNayr on percussion.

Jurgen Gothe from CBC’s Disc Drive
includes Marc Atkinson solidly in a top-ten
list with the likes of the Rosenberg Trio
and Iceland’s Guitar Islancio. Victoria
News describes one of Marc performances:
“...punching out lively tunes with technical
prowess, yet still interspersed with episodes
of emotionally charged improv...he darts
up and down the length of the fret-board,
plucking out a barrage of well-timed
notes with amazing dexterity.” Come
out and hear for yourself, some excellent
musicianship, some interesting new musical
ideas, and have a toe-tapping good time!
Tickets for the Marc Atkinson Quartet are
available at the usual outlets: The Music
Plant in Campbell River and on Quadra at
Hummingbird Office and Art Supply and
at Quadra Crafts. Advance tickets are $17.
Door price: $20. For more information,
visit www.marcatkinson.com or telephone:
250-285-2580.
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Art Gallery New
Classes for Kids
& Teens

The Campbell River Art Gallery is
delighted to be offering new classes for
kids and teens starting next week.

Teenagers will learn more about telling
their own stories through drawing with
new instructor Peter Davies in “The Art
of Storytelling – Telling Stories through
Pictures.”

This course, aimed at teens ages 12 to 17,
runs Wednesdays, from Oct. 5 to Oct.
26 from 3:45 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. In this
creative approach to storytelling, Davies
will provide exceptional instruction on
developing storybook characters as well as
a lesson on how to create storyboards and
comics. The cost of this course is $59.80
for members of the Gallery and $69.80 for
non-members, and includes a sketchbook.
Come hone your drawing and cartooning
skills in a relaxed, creative environment
with a highly experienced instructor,
published artist and storyteller.
For students aged seven to 12, instructor
Christine Husson is offering “Plugging
Into the Creative Source” on Tuesdays
from Oct. 4 to Oct. 25 from 3:30 p.m.
to 5 p.m. The Gallery is open Tuesday
to Saturday, 12 p.m. – 5 p.m. Also check
out our website at www.crartgallery.ca
for a full list of programs offered or email
us at contact@crartgallery.ca for more
information.

Free Wood

The Free Wood Association distributes
free firewood to elders on fixed incomes,
unemployed islanders, folks on social
assistance, single parents, and new island
tenants who arrive in mid-Winter facing an
empty wood shed. Generally speaking, we
urge Quadra residents to obtain dry wood
from their local wood suppliers now. Free
Firewood does not usually become available
until November so we have enough to last
if Spring never comes, like this last year.
Right now, we want to insure everyone has
a safe and secure wood stove by providing
free chimney sweeps (see separate article
in his issue of DI). Needless to say, the
free firewood and chimney sweeps are only
possible because of the generous donations
of Quadra Islanders. Right now we only
have $639 to cover around 8 chimney
sweeps, general upkeep and delivery costs
And next year, we may have to buy wood.
Please consider placing a donation in the
Free Wood Association account at the
Quadra Coastal Credit Union. You can
insure that everyone on Quadra is warm
and everyone has a safe and secure fireplace.
Call Steve Moore at 285-3323 for more
info.

Cortes Radio
Drop in and tune out

89.5 fm

Participants will get an introduction into
the creative process and how it works.
Children will participate in lessons in
harnessing creativity as well as creating
personal ways of expressing vision through
mark making, drawing, painting and more.
The cost for this four-session program is
$39.60 for members of the Gallery and
$49.60 for non-members with all materials
included.

All fall children and teen classes are
sponsored by Koko & Tom Pallan. Register
now at the Campbell River Art Gallery,
located across from the Tidemark Theatre
in the Tyee Plaza or by calling 287-2261.
The Gallery is open Tuesday to Saturday,
12 p.m. – 5 pm. Also check out www.
crartgallery.ca for a full list of programs
or email contact@crartgallery.ca for more
information.
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‘Reunion’

to play at Museum
Fundraiser Dance

A good dancing time with
mainstream rock & roll tunes
from the 60’s, 70’s to the present
coming up on Saturday, October
22 at the Campbell River
Sportsplex. “The last time we had
a rock & roll dance, 400 tickets
were sold out within 2 weeks”
says Lesia Davis, the Executive
Director at the Museum at
Campbell River. “This is our
major fundraiser for the year, so
all are encouraged to come out,
have fun dancing and help us
keep our doors open.”
Call 250-287-3103 to buy
your tickets($25) or for further
information.

Distinguished Alumni Award from the
University of Alberta
John Godel, ’53 BSc, ’55 MD

A caring and compassionate
physician, John Godel has
served the medical profession
with great distinction, and his
impact has been far-reaching.
Thousands of children have
benefited from his dedication
to improving paediatric care,
and many practitioners, inspired
by his work, are following in
his path. Godel’s international
outreach began in 1969 when
he accepted a Canadian
International Development
Agency post at a teaching
hospital in Nigeria.

In 1973, he moved with his
family to Tunisia to serve as the
chief of paediatrics in Menzel
Bourguiba. While there, he
championed the refurbishment
of a military hospital and
organized pediatric, maternal
and child health services. Under
his care, the mortality rate of
hospitalized children markedly
decreased from 50 to five per
cent. In 1978, he returned to
Edmonton as a University of
Alberta professor and chief
of paediatrics at the Charles
Camsell Hospital. It was also
during this time he began
travelling to northern Canada
to provide health care to
Aboriginal children. His work
in these isolated communities
led to his pioneering research
on the importance of vitamin
D and the effects of alcohol
on a fetus during pregnancy.
A Member of the Order of
Canada, he continues his work
in Africa with the Healthy
Child Uganda project.

Sunset Cinema Tally Donated
Buddhist
Meditation

There is a Buddhist Meditation
and discussion group every
Sunday at 10 a.m. in the Upper
Realm at Q. Cove. You don’t have
to be a Buddhist (and some of us
are not) to come and enjoy the
silent and peaceful meditation.
We also discuss a book on 8 steps
to happiness in this life. It’s free
or by donation. Call Danielle
or Steve for more information at
285-3323.

Photos

in the DI

are in colour online

www.DiscoveryIslander.ca
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On July 29, 2011 Quadra
Islanders and Visitors gathered
at the Community Centre Ball
Field with lawn chairs and
blankets and settled in under a
beautiful evening sky to watch
Rio, on a giant inflatable screen.
This fun family event was a
fundraiser for Discovery Islands
Emergency Preparedness
Association, sponsored by
Coastal Community Credit

Union, with generous support
from The We Wai Kai Nation,
Tsakwaluten Resort, Taku
Resort, Walcan Seafoods,
Tru Value Foods, All Clear
Septic Services and BC
Ferries. Ruth Rombough and
Tania McMartin of Coastal
Community Credit Union were
thrilled to present D.I.E.P.A.
spokesperson Judy Hagen with
a cheque for $2,171.29.

“It

2011 Giant Garage Sale

takes a community
to make a Giant
Garage Sale” and
there is no doubt that the
community of Quadra is
truly amazing! For the 17th
consecutive year, in the name
of caring and sharing, islanders
came together to create the
most successful Giant Garage
Sale ever! After expenses, this
year’s incredible fund-raiser
brought in almost $7,000!
“Furniture recycling” quickly
became the theme of this year’s
sale, contributing largely to this
financial success. On Saturday,
the community centre stage
rapidly filled with a wide variety
of household furnishings that
just as rapidly disappeared
within the first hour of the sale!

Heartfelt gratitude goes to
the following businesses for
faithfully supporting this
annual event that has quickly
evolved into a Quadra
tradition: Viken Waste
Management, Tru Value
Heriot Bay, Hungry Eye,
Hummingbird, the Gumboot,
Aroma Coffee Roasters, and
the Quadra Legion. Not to
mention the following huge
number of volunteers, whom
without this event could not
take place: the many homeowners who served as drop-off
centres, vehicle drivers for
both at the beginning and end
of the sale, bakers and food
servers for our concession,
cashiers on the day of the sale
and all those who either signed
up or just showed up to help
set up, sort or pack up at the
end, as well as the multitude
of shoppers who all together
managed to make this event
another resounding success.
To each and every one of you,
the children of the DilagBasao and Hilltop Daycares
and the Quadra/Philippines
Connection express their sincere
appreciation.

Following are two letters
written last month from the
teachers of the two preschool
programs in the northern
Philippines that Quadra
currently sponsors:

August 8th,
Hello!

The month of August was
challenging for both the parents
and the children because of colds
and coughs. However, I am happy
that no one has been affected
by dengue fever. Many Filipinos
have been affected by dengue,
especially in Manila. There are
cases here in the Kalinga area
and some have died, but so far
we have been lucky in our own
village.

For this past month of August in
Hilltop Greenhills there has been
an improvement in our clean and
green program since every family
has been cleaning and planting
their surroundings. This is due to
the rains with the rainy season
being a good time to plant. A
government project has recently
been implemented that includes
installation of a pump well. As
well, the road to the market
has been improved and there
is now easy access from where
the parents work to the daycare
compound.
The PTCA and Danggayan
Farmers Association are very

appreciative of the establishment
of the daycare centre. According
to the parents , they feel their
financial pressure has been eased
by having this support from
IAT and the good people of
Quadra. Since the school is now
easily accessible, they also feel
confident that their children are
safe.
Again, thank-you very much for
your support and God Bless you!
Jenny-Beth Esican

July 30th,
My warm greetings with love
and happiness to all of you!
I am fine here in the Philippines
and am so thankful that I am
healthy so that I am able to
fulfil my mission of teaching
the children. As well as working
in the daycare, I also teach the
children in our small church on
Sundays.
The children are happy and love
singing and listening to short

stories as well as repeating short
rhymes and poems. We have
also been celebrating Nutrition
Month with the theme of
“Breastfeeding Isulong Para sa
Tapat Tama at Exclusibo” which
means advocating breast-feeding
as the right, proper and exclusive
way for feeding a baby. The
higher levels from grade 1 to 5
cooked different vegetables which
they enjoyed eating together.
I took this opportunity to talk
to the preschoolers about how
important vegetables are for
the body and most of all, the
importance of breast-feeding.
They were all happy because they
were all breastfed as babies. It is
true that all of the mothers in
our community feed their babies
through breast milk. My own
child was breast fed and I know
that is why she was a healthy
baby.
Again, I offer a sincere thanks
to all of you. More power and
regards to everybody!
Josie Killa
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Friday Flicks Tonight!

Made In Dagenham (2010 U.K.)
September 30th QCC
Doors 7:30 - Showtime 7:45
Adm: $5, stu/snr $4

It’s 1968. London is swinging, Paris
is rioting, Prague is steaming, another
Kennedy is shot. Revolution is in the air.
But away from the cameras and Carnaby
Street, at a sweatshop in the English suburb
of Dagenham, unanticipated unrest is
simmering.

From Made In Dagenham

In a vast, modern plant Ford employs
55,000 men on a gleaming assembly-line.
Next door, under a leaky roof in an outlying
building that dates back to Dickens, 187
women are plying their trade at sewing
machines, stitching the cars’ leather seats.
Old and young are stripped to their bras in
the steaming heat heads bent to their work.
Against all expectations it was these women
helped give birth to the movement to equal
pay for work of equal value.

Next at Friday Flicks

Jane Eyre (2011 U.K.)

October 14th QCC
Doors 7:30 - Showtime 7:45
Adm: $5, stu/snr $4

Take a vicarious spin about the Brontëan
moors: a primal climate that is windswept,
rain-sodden, and winter-chilled. Mia
Wasikowska as plain and plain-spoken Jane,
has that rare knack for slipping out of her
good looks into something sterner, more
inward where a hard kernel of displeasure at
a patriarchal world resides. She is fierce and
unflappable, hair pinned tight as a skull cap,
mouth pursed furiously when supping tea or
clambering across the moors.

Opposite Jane stews Michael Fassbender
as Rochester: smile askew, eyes aflame, hair
disheveled, and tunic Byronically agape. Few
of today’s leading men possess the carnal
charisma of this Irish Method rogue. There
is something untamed about him, as if he
might rip off his breeches and howl at the
moon.
American director Cary Joji Fukunaga
brings a fresh eye to this early Victorian
material, opening up all its Gothic faucets
to drench the film in night and fog. It
opens with Jane on the rain-drenched moor,
fleeing into the clerical sanctuary of St.
John Rivers. Flashbacks return us to her
orphaned past before the narrative settles
into the main action at Thornfield – her
arrival as a governess and that famous first
encounter with Rochester, mounted on a
bewitched steed.
Here begins the battle between passion and
repression, inter-cutting from panoramas of
the moor’s wild expanses to claustrophobic
shots of the manor’s dark interior – the
leaden draperies, the wood-panelled walls
and, of course, that locked attic, where the
Id goes thump in the night. (references
Empire Magazine, Globe and Mail)

From Jane Eyre
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Quadra Amateur
Radio

The ham radio study group sponsored by
the Quadra Emergency Program had four
members achieve their Basic Qualification
License this spring. A number of others
made progress but ran out of study time
when things got busy in May. Another
study session is planned from mid October
to the end of November, for two hours
each Saturday morning 10-12. Study
manual is $35. Previous knowledge of
radio or electrical theory is not required and
it is not necessary to be a member of the
Emergency Program.
Ham radio has made great advances in
recent years. There is a local VHF network
which uses repeaters to cover wide areas
and can access phones or the internet
at certain nodes with the appropriate
equipment.
On traditional HF, many operators make
direct contacts over long distances and can
operate from VHF blank spots.

Apart from the recreational aspect of this
hobby we are working to ensure emergency
communications on the Discovery Islands
and hope to develop a radio network with
operators in locations which could easily
lose their road and telephone services.

At the end of each session we will discuss
equipment and operating techniques which
should be of interest to new operators.
Manuals have to be ordered so if you
are interested please contact Frank
Wallace right away at 250-285-2297 or
email: wallace@pacificcoast.net

Imagine a world that works for
everyone, a world in peace.

This is the vision of Jill
Brocklehurst, Spiritual Director
of the Centre for Spiritual
Living. It is a radical idea. It is
a progressive idea and, “If we
don’t do something toward this
vision, then who will? If we
don’t do it now, when?” declares
Jill.
Jill believes peace is totally
possible and inevitable when
people align with their own
inner truth and realize there
are as many paths as there are
people.

The Centre for Spiritual Living
have an idea and they are
calling it the HUB (Humanity
Unfolding Brilliantly), an
open spiritual community
for the spiritual seeker of
today. This team has set out
to purchase a property in
Campbell River. The Centre
will move their offices and
classroom to this location and
in addition create a residential
community that promotes
global transformation through
personal transformation.

There will be private quarters
for individuals willing to
commit to learning the practical
application of Science of Mind
principles and spiritual tools to
empower their lives. It will be a
learning centre for a variety of
spiritual and fitness practices meditation, yoga, Nia, Qigong,
raw food clinics, support groups,
and self-empowerment classes.
The HUB will be open to the
public every day of the week
and will include a New Thought
library, meditation room, a cup
of tea and a listening ear.

support of spiritual community
but are not interested in
church. Jill sees the HUB as the
solution.
“I want to create a community
that practices a balanced life
seven days of the week. By
opening the HUB we can be
available in a variety of ways for
a diverse population. There will
be something for everyone and
a spiritual community each can
call home.”

The Centre intends to raise
$200,000 toward the purchase
of the HUB, and is looking
for financial support from the
community at large. Charitable
dollars can make a significant
impact locally. As individuals
are empowered in their personal
lives there will be a positive
impact on Campbell River
and beyond. Those who desire
to be a part a shift in global
consciousness can begin to
support the community right
here in Campbell River. More
information is found on the web
site: www.crHUB.ca

Fun Art
Classes for
Kids & Adults

Artist and Emily Carr graduate
Jenja McItyre will be at the
Community Centre teaching
the following art classes;
Mixed Media, (Fri Oct 7th,
4:00-6:00 p.m. & Sat Oct 8th,
9:30 – 11:00 a.m.) and Skeletal
Sculptures (Sat Oct 8th, 1:00
– 4:00 p.m.). These classes are
now open to adults as well as
kids. This is a great chance to
have fun while creating a parent
and child art project, or bring
your friends and blast! Contact
Q.C.C to register 285-3243.

Wanna
Play?

The Quadra Old Growth
hockey team is looking for
interested players. The team
plays in Campbell River’s
Pioneer League; players must be
at least 35 years old.
Games are generally Sunday
nights and start not later than
8:30 pm.
For further information call
Willie at 285-3714

The Centre for Spiritual Living
- Campbell River is a registered
charity and gratefully supplies
a tax receipt for all donations
received. Call 250-850-3064 or
office@campbellriver.csl.org

One quarter of North American
population are classified as
‘Cultural Creatives’ who believe
spirituality is important but
do not consider themselves
religious. The Centre for
Spiritual Living wants to
expand their current programs
to embrace those looking for the
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Gallery Calling New Artisans Dick Whittington and

- Christmas Market

The Campbell River Art Gallery is
searching for new artisans for its 11th
Annual Christmas Market, taking place
this year from Nov. 10 – Dec. 24. It may be
too early to start thinking of sugarplums
and Santa Claus, but it’s not too early for
artisans to apply to have their works in this
glittering Christmas Market.

For six weeks, the Gallery’s entire exhibition
space will transform into a plethora of
elegant, unique crafts and art by local
artisans, including everything from jewelry to
soaps, woodwork, pottery, textiles and much
more. Pieces sell on a consignment basis.

All displays, inventory control, sales and
promotion are conducted by Gallery staff
and volunteers in order to provide an
uncomplicated, easy opportunity for artisans
to sell their work. Artist demonstrations,
which are an excellent way to promote an
artisan’s work, are also welcome for those
who would like to demonstrate their craft.
The Gallery’s portion of proceeds of sales
is an important support for exhibitions,
children’s and adult classes, and workshops.
Entry into the Market is juried and entry
forms are available at the Gallery, which is
open Tuesday to Saturday from 12 p.m. -5
p.m. The deadline for submission is Oct.
15. Phone 250-287-2261, email admin@
crartgallery.ca or visit www.crartgallery.ca
for more information.

The Campbell River Art Gallery’s Annual
Christmas Market will be a treasure trove for
shoppers from Nov. 10 to Dec. 24.
Photo by Brian Kyle.

his Wonderful Cat

The rumours are true! On October 29th
and 30th, the Pantoloons are bringing their
soon- to-be-world-famous pantomime, Dick
Whittington and his Wonderful Cat, to the
Quadra Community Centre. Featuring a cast
ranging in age from 4 to 60+, this is a family
show that is not to be missed. Be amazed by
flying fairies and wicked ferries. Be astounded
by sea serpents, secret agents, and terrified
reporters. Lose your hearts to the cutest
kittens this side of reality. Laugh at the tough
toms and their golden-hearted girlfriends.
Cheer while Dick strives to get to Quadra
with the help of his extraordinary mother
and a poor but not-so-honest cat. But wait,
there’s more!! Get ready to be astonished by
prancing feline feet and music that spans the
generations, all accompanied by the famous,
flying finger flourishes of Linda Cannon.

The Pantoloons are members of Theatre
Quadra and are dedicated to making theatre
accessible for actors and audiences through
the traditional English pantomime: musical
comedy with a twist! Most members of the
large cast are acting for the first time, but
some have been acting since they were kids.
The pantomime is a theatrical form started in
Britain about 300 years ago in the pantomime
form, the principal boy (the hero) is played by
a woman, and his mother is played by a man.
What makes it more fun is that the actors
are not just expecting, but encouraging, the
audience to boo or hiss the bad guys and cheer
on the good guys. The (not-so-clever) good
guys have to depend on the audience yelling
‘watch out’ (it’s the Quadrasaurus!) or warning
them that other characters are ‘right behind you!’
Singing, Dancing, Comedy, Seasoned
Actors, First Time Thespians, Cute Children,
Outrageous Costumes. Dick Whittington
and his Wonderful Cat has it all. Be part
of the fun. October 29th and 30th Quadra
Community Centre
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At the Good

‘Ol HBI
Fungi are edible, poisonous and/or intriguing:
an informative talk with Dr. Berch Friday
September 30. Saturday: Foray for Fungi.
Sunday: Review the fruit’s of Saturday’s foray.
$20/weekend; $15/fri & sun only. presented by
the HBI & South Island Mycological Society.
Get Saucy… learn to cook the French classic
“mother sauces” with chef Catherine Berg
at the Heriot Bay Inn. Those you cook for
will thank you! October 18, 6-8 pm, $65.
More details & seat reservations (highly
recommended): 250.285.3322.
David Francey in Herons at the Heriot Bay
Inn, Thursday November 3. Enjoy a great
show by this three time Juno Award winner
with a delicious three course dinner. 6:00
seating. $45.00+tx. Reservations only. 2853322

U of Q: Wednesday Oct 5; Productive Garden
Soil with horticulturist and veggie gardener
Ryan Nassichuk. Oct 12; Beyond The
Chanterelle with wild mushroom lover Shane
Mawhinney. Learn from your Neighbours at
the HBI Pub. 7:00pm
Friday night get your groove on, and take it
to the dance floor. September 30 Hal Douglas
Blues Band in the HBI Pub.
There’s a LIBRA BIRTHDAY PARTY
Saturday October 8 at the HBI Pub’s Open
Mic with “everyone-loves-Mo”.

Pool Tournaments at the HBI Pub, Sundays
in October. Weekly prize winner; Grand Prize
Oct. 30, chosen by draw of all entrants.
The dress up library is open Tuesdays in the
HBI Pub. Start your Costume early and get
ready for the HBI Halloween Celebrations
Friday October 28!

We’re watching the Canucks on three tv’s
and the 8 foot screen. Where? The HBI. First
game of the series Thursday October 6. Stick
around after the game and enjoy encounters of
the karaoke kind with Blake and the gang.

Free Money

Free Money is available from November to
April to help low-income Quadra Islanders
make it through the Winter. Mainly, we are
supporting single parents, elders on fixed
income, folks on social assistance and the
unemployed.

The Free Money program is simple.
Before the Community Lunch. on the first
Wednesday of every Winter month, adult
and children’s Books containing a $10 bill are
made available. One book ($10) is for a single
individual and several books are for a family
with children are given away. Free dog and
cat food are also available for family pets.
Right now, the Free Money Association
account at the Quadra Coastal Credit Union
has only $870.45 and the program needs
roughly $3,000 to continue until April.
So please consider making a donation to
the Free Money Association Account at
the Quadra Costal Credit Union. Quadra
islanders helping Quadra islanders helps
create the wonderful community spirit that
surrounds Quadra Island.

Free Chimney Sweeps

Because of the generous donations from fellow
Quadra islanders, the Free Wood Association
is able to offer a limited number of free
chimney sweeps. If your wood stove has not
been cleaned in the last two years and you are
unable to afford to pay for a chimney sweep
at the present time, just call Steve Moore at
285-3323 before October 15, 2011 Steve
will take down your name and phone number
and forward it to Gabe Aston, a local chimney
sweeper. Gabe will then call you and set a
date and time to do the work. Donations
to support free chimney sweeps can be made
to the Free Wood Association account in the
Quadra Coastal Credit Union. Many thanks
to Gabe for agreeing to work at a reduced
rate to support those going through difficult
economic times. Thanking, you the reader, in
advance for your donation that keeps everyone
warm and safe from chimney fires.

Introduction to
Meditation

Meditation calms and relaxes the mind.
A feeling of peace and contentment
are available after just 30 minutes of
concentration on a single object. The object
could be something as simple as awareness
of your in and out breath.

Dave Ashton has been teaching meditation
for 30 years Dave’s course is not restricted
to any one spiritual tradition and is available
to anyone who wants to learn a simple
practice to help overcome some of the stress
of daily living.
The course is on Thursday nights, starting
on October 13 through until December 1.
The suggested donation is $5 a session but
pay whatever you can afford. The course
takes place at 7:30 p.m. in the meditation
room at Spirit Books in the Upper Realm at
Q. Cove. Call Dave Ashton at 285-3871 to
register or just come to class.

Doing business without advertising
is like winking at someone in the
dark. You know what you are
doing, but nobody else does.
~Steuart Henderson Britt
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Thinking of letting your cat have kittens?

Please think again.

Quadra Cat Rescue volunteers are working
hard to reduce the number of homeless cats
on Quadra.
We’ve rescued a mother cat and litter
of kittens destined for drowning. We’ve
rescued cats and kittens from substance
abusers. We foster strays.

We’ve fixed more than 150 - and found
homes for most of these. And it’s all funded
by generous donations.
But more and more kittens keep coming and the root of the problem is unfixed pet
cats.
While the number of dogs and puppies
surrendered to BC SPCAs is slowly
declining, each year the mountains of cats
and kittens continue to show up - and
nearly 60 per cent of shelter animals are
cats: 19,000 a year.

The BC SPCA’s Summer 2011 Animal
Sense magazine reported that 11,306 cats
were adopted in 2010. The math is simple:
thousands of cats and kittens aren’t lucky
enough to find homes in BC.
Please help us end the suffering of
unwanted animals.

If you’re thinking of adopting a free kitten,
please consider the costs of responsible pet
ownership. Campbell River vets charge
about $300 to spay a female cat.
The cost of not spaying and neutering?
More kittens!

Even now, at the end of kitten season, there
are more kittens fending for themselves
than we can get into foster care through
Quadra Cat Rescue.

Kittens at the harbour.
Kittens at the Cove.
Kittens down on Pidcock.
Kittens at the Cape.
Kittens at the gas station.
Kittens on Joyce Road.
Kittens at the recycling depot.
Kittens at April Point.
Kittens in the gravel pit.
Kittens on Topcliffe.
Kittens in Heriot Bay.
But there is hope.

Other island communities have brought cat
overpopulation under control.
On Quadra, we can solve the problem too.

We can reduce the number of homeless cats.
We can end the cycle of unnecessary
suffering - and ensure every kitten grows up
to be a beloved family pet.
If you love cats, please do your part. The
humane solution to this human-caused
problem is spaying and neutering.

Need help to fix your cat? Call us to get in
on group-rate spays and neuters.
Reach us at 250-285-CATS (2287), or
email quadracatrescue@yahoo.com.

And if you’re thinking of adopting a fixed
cat or kitten, please consider Quadra Cat
Rescue. View our cats and kittens for
adoption at www.quadracats.com. (And
we’re always looking for temporary foster
homes.)
In 2010, the Campbell River branch
sheltered, fed and cared for more animals
than the Nanaimo branch.
In Campbell River: 1,495
In Nanaimo: 1,469

Please do your part: spay and neuter!
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Quadra Island Seniors
Br. 91-B.C.O.A.P.O.

Seniors, gather up your goodies for our
“Annual Fall Fair”, to be held on Wed. Oct.
5th, at 10:30 am, in the Royal Canadian
Legion, Heriot Bay.
We have the best Carved Zucchini, the
Most Beautiful Flower Bouquet, Most
Outrageous Display and Best or Unusual
Vegetables or Fruit. Best Pies, Breads or
Buns, Preserves, & Pickles, or what have
you? We are having a Hobbies & Crafts
Display. Take part in our Autumn Hat
Contest for Women & Men.

Bring your articles at 10:00 am to 10:10 am.
Our Judges are coming at 10:15 am and will
start soon after that before our 10:30 am
entertainment and meeting.
There will be Ribbons, Prizes, and a Trophy
to be presented to the Best of the show.
After our Pot-Luck Lunch we will have a
Market to purchase items that are for sale.

Our North Island Regional meeting will
be hosted by Campbell River, Dogwood
Seniors Br. 52, on Wed. Oct 12th, at 11:00
am in the Eagles Hall at 1999 14th Ave.
Provincial B.C.O.A.P.O. Board President
Fred Coates will discuss very important
issues for our Seniors. Ann Lawrence will
put us all through a easy exercise session
too. Lunch is $5.00 ea. Please contact Ruth
Amiabel , @250-285-3801,or @ 250-8959188,if you wish to attend, or need a ride,
we must have the funds, and tell Br. 52, how
many are attending by Oct 5th/11.

Can’t Wait for your DI?

Every edition of the Discovery Islander
is posted online, usually by Wednesday
afternoon. So you can get ahead on news,
views and events on Quadra, Cortes and
the Discovery Islands from the comfort of
your office or the beach-side internet cafe!

www.DiscoveryIslander.ca

Winter Market at the
Community Centre

Winter Market, Coming soon! At our
wonderful Community Center. Saturday,
October 1st 10am-2pm Rain or Shine!

There will be a terrific assortment of local
vendors. Something to please every taste.

Sit and have something hot to sip on in our
coffee corner. Light lunch fare, baked goods,
Yum
Jewelers, Artists, wood workers, copper
trees, soaps, knitted toques, preserves and
MMMMM chocolate truffles! All will be
there and more.

Come check us out. Stay a while or stay the
day. Need more info? Call Michele 285-3747
or quadra.michele@gmail.com

Transition
Weekend

At the arrival of spring and a summer hiatus
for the nascent Transition Initiative there
was talk of a weekend of workshops and
activities.
Well we’ve scheduled the Quadra
Community Centre for Saturday & Sunday
November 12-13 and have invited some
helpful and knowledgeable people to come
and take part. So chalk it down and look for
more info coming soon.

A Harvest of Music

The Harvest of Music Jazz Quartet
performs at Tsa-Kwa-Luten Lodge on
Friday September 30, 2011 from 6:00pm to
9:00pm in the Dining Room. A scintillating
combination of players from all over North
America will convene on Vancouver Island
for Qualicum Beach’s 7th Harvest of Music
Festival and will bring their engaging
repertoire of standards and originals to
Quadra Island. Barry Wedgle-guitar, Ron
Hadley-piano, Rick Kilburn-bass and Dan
Brubeck-drums. For reservations call 250285-2042.

Free VHS Video
Exchange

There is a free VHS video exchange in the
hallway just outside Spirit books in the
Upper Realm at Q. Cove. Feel free to take
two or three home. Also feel free to donate
your already watched videos to the free VHS
shelve. Some DVD’s are available as well.
Friday or Saturday is a good day to come in .

Like the DI on FaceBook
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By Canoe to Anywhere:
Conversations with Peter Gregg
by Darcy Mitchell
Alone, in a 13-foot canoe
he built himself, this
transplanted American
mapped and described
trips ranging from a few
days’ easy paddle to weeks
of travel punctuated by
challenging rapids and
strenuous portages. On
one of these latter trips,
Peter’s clear description of
how to find portages and
to run the chutes, saved
us more than once from
dangerous situations, such
as “Oh, it doesn’t look too
bad from here: let’s go.”

Peter must have been
surprised to get his
hamburger served with the
words, “Are you THE Peter
Gregg? The Saskatchewan
Canoe Guides? I used
those guides on every
trip – they were absolutely
invaluable!” Never at a
loss for the appropriate
comment, Peter responded,
“Oh, do you mean that
they were really valuable, or
absolutely useless?”

M

ore than twenty years after

he saved me from dunking

(and possibly drowning) in

Northern Saskatchewan’s Churchill River, I
met Peter Gregg at a fund-raising barbecue
in a parking lot on Quadra Island. Of

course, Peter didn’t know that he’d saved me,
any more than he knows the thousands of
other people who have been guided down
any of the fifty-five detailed canoe routes
documented by Peter in the early 1970’s.

Now in his late eighties,
Peter Gregg spent most
of his professional life in
Canada’s wild places much of that time on solo expeditions - as
a biologist, conservation officer, writer,
trapper, hunter, fisherman, prospector, and
expert on canoe travel and wilderness living.
He’s designed and built canoes (and the
ingenious “paddle pal” that makes paddling
a breeze), taught school, and built homes
for himself, his wife, Sophie, and their
three children, Jay, Betsy and Dave. He’s
also a drummer, playing for the past several
years with the band “First Pressing” – a
musical mainstay at the Farmers’ Market
and elsewhere. In fact, he’s been drumming
longer than he’s been paddling.
In the three years since our encounter in
the parking lot, I’ve come to know Peter
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as a witty, thoughtful, considerate and
knowledgeable friend. When he joins us
for dinner and conversation, Bruce and
I enjoy his trenchant observations on
history, politics, literature, and the values
of wilderness and simplicity, values evolved
over the course of a varied and fascinating
life.

Nothing in Peter’s family origins would
suggest that he’d spend most of his life in
the bush, or in the case of Quadra Island, at
least the “wilderburbs”. Born in New York
City to a father with a senior appointment
in the Rockefeller Foundation, he lived
outside of Paris until he was seven. During
that time, his French nanny – appalled that
he hadn’t been baptized – made sure he
was properly inducted into the Catholic
faith (unbeknownst to his agnostic parents).
Back in the United States, Peter developed
a growing fascination with the natural
world, which carried him through college
and graduate school. For his first fulltime job, Peter and his new wife headed to
Newfoundland, only very recently a part
of Canada (or vice-versa to hear it from
Newfoundlanders…).

when I agreed to take on a
project – even in places it’s
hard to believe someone would
be sent alone – I did it.”
As conservation officer for the central third
of the new province, Peter enforced hunting
and fishing regulations, carried out research,
and gave talks in the schools. One of his
projects was to encourage students to bring
in rabbit leg bones to help estimate the food
sources, and hence population cycles, of furbearing mammals. He paid the kids 5 cents
per bone, and must have wound up with
some pretty smelly luggage.
Meanwhile, Sophie and their two little
daughters lived in a log cabin. Except for
a brief stint in Regina, where his son was
born, Peter and his family always lived
with the simplest of amenities, a principle

that extended to their ‘hand built’ home on
Quadra. In La Ronge, Saskatchewan, where
the Gregg family lived for ten years, they
had no running water or electricity. During
those years, Peter was often away on long
treks in the wilderness. A Saskatchewan
Star-Phoenix reporter once asked what
Sophie thought about her husband’s solo
travel. Peter responded, “She’s a very
understanding person.” I’m sorry that I
didn’t have the chance to meet Sophie as, by
all accounts, she was as remarkable a person
as Peter and shared his passion for the wild
places.
After a brief sojourn on Cortes Island,
which he heard about during his oneyear career as a schoolteacher in Williams
Lake, the Peter and his family moved to
Quadra in 1972, where it was easier for
their son to attend high school. Since
then, he has returned to Saskatchewan
every year, both for contracts with the
Saskatchewan Government, and more
recently, for canoe trips with family and
friends. As well as producing the canoe
route guides, documenting hiking trails,
and many other contracts for Saskatchewan
resource departments, Peter carried out
mining exploration and staked claims in
various northern locations, including Lake
Athabasca, much of it alone and by small
boat.

Anyone who has canoed or kayaked in the
wilderness, especially in the days before
radio communication and GPS, knows that
it’s challenging enough with company. But
to do it alone, week after week, trip after
trip, takes a special kind of person. In his
typical understated way, Peter reflects, “I
was afraid of the wilderness – and maybe
that’s part of the attraction: the danger.
But solitary camping is illuminating; you
learn to balance the risks, to pay attention.
It produces a different kind of awareness.
And in time, I was able to not be afraid.”
He adds, “Of course, I wasn’t making these
trips just for the fun of it. I had a family
to provide for, and a responsibility to the
department that hired me. Maybe I have an
overly developed sense of duty, but when I
agreed to take on a project – even in places
it’s hard to believe someone would be sent
alone – I did it.”

Upcoming Classes and
Workshops offered by
the Cortes Skills Centre

Board Governance 101 is a FREE
workshop in the “art of governance” for new
and experienced non-profit board members,
facilitated by Meaghan Cursons. Topics will
include: board roles and responsibilities;
board self-evaluation; finding ‘em and
keeping ‘em; board/staff dynamics; conflict
of interest; policies and strategic planning;
running meetings and staying on track;
community relations and the ‘governance
spectrum’. October 15th, 9:30 - 3:30 at the
Tiber Bay Room at Linnaea School. Free or
inexpensive lunch will be provided.

Word Processing & Spreadsheets offering
classes, October 22nd/23rd and 29th/30th
with instructor Elinor Bazar. Two classes
will be dedicated to word processing and
two classes for using spreadsheets with both
Microsoft and Open Office. Skills covered
will include, but aren’t limited to: formatting
(fonts, paragraph, page, document); making
posters; writing business letters; creating
invoices; building spreadsheets using
formulas and formatting; saving files;
the differences and similarities between
MS and OO. These courses will prepare
you for further learning in small business
management (November’s Skills Centre
classes) or just for personal use. Classes
will run from 10 - 3pm with a lunch break
(BYOL). Each class is $20. Please register at
least one week in advance so classes can be
planned to meet your needs.

Your Complete
Home Building Specialists:
from concrete to cabinets
• Project Management
• Commercial & Residential Buildings
• Renovations
• Custom Homes & Additions
• Qualified Journeyman Carpenters
High Performance Wall Systems

Certified Installers

Free Estimates - Phone
Fax 285-3573

For BOTH workshops: please post
rides wanted or offered on cortesisland.
com RideShare. If you require childcare,
please contact Coreen at least 1 week in
advance. Classes and workshop require
pre-registration. For more information or
to register, contact Coreen: cortesliteracy@
twincomm.ca or 250-935-0152.

Twenty-five years ago when I relied on his
accurate detailed guides to Saskatchewan’s
wilderness rivers, Peter Gregg was my hero.
A quarter of a century later, as I learn more
about a life lived with integrity and passion,
he still is.
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20 years

of Karate
on Quadra

When

I sat down
with Brian
Simmons for
a retrospective on twenty years of teaching
Karate on Quadra, I was curious of what
came before his arrival here in 1989. Brian’s
first Martial Arts training was in Judo in the
seventies. Translated, Judo means “gentle
way,” but it’s a brutal sport employing
intense power to execute throwing and
grappling manoeuvres, joint locking,
strangle holds and striking techniques.
Fortunately for us, Brian’s training was
redirected to Karate after a very serious
ankle injury that wasn’t healing properly. A
friend recommended Karate for improving
joint movement. His first Karate instructor
was Thor Tandi, a New Zealander living in
Victoria and teaching at UVic.

Thor had trained in Japan and in the old
days the training there was severe. People
died in dojos in Japan. “We trained 5 days
a week, often in different places as space
was limited on campus. One morning we
met at 6:30 in an Oak Bay church hall. It
was winter, pitch dark, and pouring rain. I
stepped inside and it was completely dark
except for a small emergency light. “I
thought, Oh good, I think I’ll just leave.
Then I hear ‘Good Morning, Brian’ followed
by ‘Let’s just pretend we’re the same rank.’
Then he punched me out.”
Many years and Karate teachers later, Brian
became a black belt in Chidocan Karate.
He started training with Dan Wallace at his
Campbell River Wado Karate Club in 1990
and has trained with him ever since. Life
on the home front was pretty busy between
home building, farming, and training.
Things took a turn when, in 1991, Sandy
Spearing asked, “So - What are YOU
going to do for the community?” and Brian
answered, “Well... I guess I could teach
karate.”

Classes started at the Quadra school gym
that September. On the first day 50 people
showed up late. Brian was from a hard core
city dojo where you DO NOT show up late.
“There are a few rules in karate training,”
he informed the class, “the number one rule

Brian Simmons (R)

is ‘don’t be late.’” The following week three
people showed up and said “Welcome to
Quadra.” Brian’s learning curve in those
early days included “figuring out the Quadra
thing.” The class moved to the Community
Centre with a group of teen boys and some
older men. After a few years of training and
competing, the boys finished high school
and moved on. It became an “old guys”
class for a while. At one point quite a few
women joined or returned to Karate. The
class ebbed and flowed.
Things shifted one fateful day when Brian
volunteered to teach Karate to homeschooled kids in 2001. “It was an eight week
course that hasn’t stopped yet.”

Brian has worked with hundreds of students
in different clubs and the home-schooled
group was among the best for skill level.
Perhaps because the school kids have so
much going on through school? Karate is
an extra in their already-full schedule. These
classes were varied. Several family groups
trained together.
One class was a mix of older adults and
young kids, which posed a dilemma. “No
one likes the idea of ‘elder karate’ but
everyone has their creaks and pains at this
age.” So Brian developed a youth level of
modern sport Karate with some Jujitsu
for coolness. Adult classes were more
traditional.
For a long time the Quadra group was
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an umbrella club under Dan Wallace’s
Campbell River Wado Club. Dan finally cut
the apron strings and now the Quadra has
its own certified, independent dojo. Suzuki
Sensei, the former world head of Wado
style, certified Quadra Island Wado Karate
Club before passing away recently.
Brian now partakes in regular training to
keep up his teaching certificate and follows
the due diligence of a fully certified dojo.
This includes membership to the Wado

“All encompass what
we’ve come to identify
as “the way of the
warrior.”
International Karate Foundation, which
brings instructors in, and the National
Coaching Certificate Program, which allows
the club to teach.
“Most adults are drawn to the Martial Art
mystique. There is no religious aspect to
Karate, but there is a spiritual aspect for
some.”

Essentially, training follows the Martial
concept of practicing a brutal form of hand
to hand conflict. But other elements are
imbedded within that, such as minimalism,
precise movement, mental endurance and

For kids, I think the draw is
more spawned from modern
media and heroes. They see it
as having a secret tool. The suit
and the belts are pretty cool too,
but “the reality of that allure is a
fall-off rate of about 70%. They
figure out pretty quick if it’s for
them or not.
“Even the name “Martial Art”
seems a contradiction. I see art
as absolute freedom, whereas
Martial Art is absolutely
rule bound. But both involve
training, practice, and the
perfecting of technique; skills
put into practice.”

Of Brian’s nearly 40 years
in Karate, teaching has been
the greatest challenge. He
considers Quadra Island Wado
Karate Club a traditional dojo,
and maintains a dedication
to traditional practices and
processes, but his experience on
Quadra has taught him there
isn’t one way to teach. He has
adapted to shifting needs in
order to keep classes exciting,
challenging and satisfying. “I
love watching the students.
Everyone has something special;
techniques they are especially
good at. I’m always impressed.”
Brian realized a lot is learned
through watching and started
taping students and using the
tapes as a teaching tool. To
watch yourself is illuminating

DATE
30
Friday

and humiliating. “Students
can see how bad they look
sometimes and don’t feel
great about their progress,
but the basis of Karate is
humility. Humility is critical
or someone gets hurt.

“Karate is also a great
confidence booster, especially
for teenagers. I think they
see it as a secret tool, but in
reality, their best achievement
and their best defence is the
self-confidence they gain.
They’ll see more clearly in
circumstances they otherwise
might panic in. They’ll know
when to run. “An important
part of training involves
learning the potential of
others. It comes down to
physics. You can have a lot
of skills, but the sheer power
of a big person can still
overwhelm. You have to be
extremely alert and on your
toes.” At its largest, the
Quadra Island Wado Karate
Club had 42 students. Of
the original home-schooled
students, all are now off to
university and other pursuits.
Most of them achieved their
brown belt and four students
achieved black belts. There
will be a new crop of students
this fall, but Brian expects
about half as many.
As we wrapped up our
conversation, Brian added,

“I have to say, Sandy Spearing
has been a cornerstone in
supporting and encouraging
me and the dojo. Actually,
now that I think about it, she
reminds me a little of my first
instructor.”
- Annette Yourke

HERIOT BAY TIDES (PDT) | LINK TO TIDES AND WEATHER WWW.QUADRAISLAND.CA

discipline. “All encompass what
we’ve come to identify as “the
way of the warrior.”

TIME
02:12
09:03
14:35
19:58
01
02:59
Saturday 10:04
15:31
20:37
02
03:49
Sunday 11:10
16:37
21:20
03
04:42
Monday 12:22
18:01
22:13
04
05:39
Tuesday 13:33
19:30
23:26
05
06:43
Wednesday 14:33
20:46
06
01:01
Thursday 07:52
15:20
21:42
07
02:24
Friday 08:55
15:57
22:25
08
03:35
Saturday 09:50
16:29
23:00
09
04:37
Sunday 10:38
16:56
23:32
10
05:32
Monday 11:23
17:23
11
00:01
Tuesday 06:21
12:05
17:49
12
00:31
Wednesday 07:06
12:45
18:16
13
01:01
Thursday 07:49
13:24
18:43
14
01:34
Friday 08:33
14:04
19:10

m.
0.9
4.9
3.0
4.7
0.9
4.8
3.3
4.5
0.9
4.7
3.5
4.3
1.1
4.6
3.5
4.0
1.3
4.5
3.4
3.8
1.6
4.5
3.2
3.7
1.8
4.5
3.0
3.7
2.0
4.5
2.7
3.8
2.2
4.5
2.4
4.0
2.3
4.5
2.1
4.2
2.5
4.5
1.9
4.4
2.7
4.5
1.6
4.5
2.9
4.4
1.4
4.6
3.0
4.4
1.3
4.7
3.2
4.3

ft.
3.0
16.1
9.8
15.4
3.0
15.7
10.8
14.8
3.0
15.4
11.5
14.1
3.6
15.1
11.5
13.1
4.3
14.8
11.2
12.5
5.2
14.8
10.5
12.1
5.9
14.8
9.8
12.1
6.6
14.8
8.9
12.5
7.2
14.8
7.9
13.1
7.5
14.8
6.9
13.8
8.2
14.8
6.2
14.4
8.9
14.8
5.2
14.8
9.5
14.4
4.6
15.1
9.8
14.4
4.3
15.4
10.5
14.1
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CLASSIFIEDS

SHOPS

HEALTH & BODY

to help us by helping yourself to a
30% discount on the entire stock at
Hummingbird Office
and Art Supply.
Buy your case lots and stock up on
supplies or get that perfect present;
ceramic travel mugs, children’s
puzzles, games and activities,
beautiful leather journals, artistic bags
and so much more,
to September 30th.

RESTORATIVE/
THERAPEUTIC YOGA

LAST CHANCE

AMPED ON
NUTRITION

Did you like our Homus and Tahini
spread samples at the Fall Fair?
Amped on Nutrition sells both
spreads in bulk: 2,4,8 or 12 oz.
containers. Or try one of our wraps
using these spreads.
CANNING TOMATOES
20 pounds or more $2.00/lb
AmpedonNutrition.com
250-285-3142

IT DOESN’T GET
ANY EASIER...

Introducing new ways to post
and pay for your DI Classified
Ad.
Up to 35 Words =
$15 one time
$12.50 each, two or more
35-70 Words =
$30 one time
$25 each, two or more

70-100 Words =
$45 one time
$37.50 each, two or more

Email, fax or drop off your ad
with payment, or pay by credit
card online at

www.discoveryislander.ca

There may be cheaper ways but the
DI works.!!

Call 250-285-2234 or
ads@discoveryislands.ca
with any questions

Wednesdays starting Sept. 21st
10-11:30 am.
Prepay $60 for 6 weeks, $12
drop-in. Call Sue Beattie 2852948 to register. West Rd Yoga
Studio, Industrial Way. Mats &
props provided.
A gentle class of restorative
yoga poses interspersed with
body sensing movements using
the breath to create free flow
of energy in the body. Some
strengthening poses geared to the
ability of the students 509

SERVICES
GARDENERS

Certified horticulturists for hire.
Years of experience with vegetable
and ornamental gardens.
Call Ryan and Jessica at
250-202-2326 or e-mail
nassichuk@gmail.com or visit
www.ryansgarden.com

HOW’S THAT DECK
LOOKING?

We can help you clean and maintain
your home and garden. Clean your
windows, roof and gutter, finish your
renovating job, Build or replace your
deck, gates or fence, mow your lawn
and/or whack those weeds. We can
help you with pretty much anything
around your home and yard. Please
call CanDoServices at 250-285–2874
or email at candoservices@live.ca

McCarthy Custom
Cabinetry And
Millwork

-customized kitchen cabinets and
bathrooms (trade in your old ones and
I’ll give you 20% off )
-pantry units
-built-ins
-storage shelving
-cabinet re-facing/refinishing
Free estimates: 250-850-9915

FERNBANK SAWMILL

Custom cutting at your place or mine
on a state-of-the-art Woodmizer
mill. We cut everything from beams
to siding. Call Gerry Cote: 250-2853651

ACCOMMODATION
FIRESIGN STUDIO AND
B&B

Quiet, well-maintained 3-bedroom,
2-bathroom ground-level suite is
available for B&B or for weekly/
monthly rentals October-June.
Painting studio rental, drop-in art
sessions, classes. Call Nanci 250-2853390 www.firesignartanddesign.com
Also 5 acres for sale!

WORKSHOPS

“WHAT’S WITH ALL
THIS STUFF?”

- a decluttering workshop with
hands-on exercises, ideas, insights
& inspiration
QI Community Centre October
22, 10 am - 3 pm, $50
For info & registration contact
Lynn Conall, Inside‘N Out Clutter
Consulting 250-285-2744
1-800-983-2704
www.insidenoutconsulting.com

FOR RENT

RV SITE FOR RENT

Serviced RV site available for long
term rental. $300.00 per month
Call John 250-285-3065

Quadra waterfront
townhouse for
rent.

1500 sq/ft, 3 bedrooms. Bright &
sunny. $1200/mo + hydro, yr lease.
Beautiful south end acreage 10 min
to school and ferry. References, nonsmokers, no pets. Ian 250-381-9038.

Recently
constructed

two bedroom (plus loft) timber frame
house for rent on 10 forested acres.
Features include two bathrooms,
unfinished basement, lawn, garden,
decks, hardwood floors.
Please contact Jordan: 604-616-0599
or jordan_benner@hotmail.com.
$1350/month

Private

Small, one bedroom furnished cabin
on 7 acres for rent. Includes Sat. TV,
shower (no bathtub) $500 per month
plus Hydro. Long term okay.
604-576-0181

FOR SALE

NEW STEEL BUILDING

for sale never erected. 40 wide 55
long and 21 Height 2 door openings
12w x 14h
Original price $43,111 Estate Sale
$25,000 located on Quadra Island
call 250 334 4367

QUALITY CEDAR
PRODUCTS FOR SALE

Planed or rough cut
decking,lumber, siding,beams,
fencing,4x4s,clears, VG,custom
milling, whatever you’re needs,
Located On Quadra Island,
250 830 7897		
504

DRESSUP

HOWLING GOOD COSTUMES
is now open with great new eye
popping stock. Now doing fund
raisers, fashion shows, adult and
children’s Birthday Parties.
Check it out! All sizes of Vintage,
Traditional and Retro. CALL Tansy
@ 923-8291.

MUSIC

PIANO LESSONS

For adults & children. Qualified,
experienced teacher(23 yrs). I can
teach on Quadra, Cortes, Campbell
River, Courtenay or anywhere in
between. Rates negotiable. Call Joyce
Sheppard 250-285-3827
RMT - ARCT

OUTDOORS

DISCOVERY ISLANDS
LODGE IS OFF-GRID
AND GREEN:

we run on solar power! Enjoy
our outer islands hospitality and
comfortable accommodation near
beautiful Surge Narrows – one
of Quadra’s most interesting
natural features. Coast Mountain
Expeditions 250-285-2823

SERVICES

Q-COVE
APPLIANCE REPAIR

We are now a full service appliance
repair facility for all of your domestic
appliance needs at affordable rates.
We are a new and used parts depot
for all appliances and carry a good
selection of quality rebuilt appliances.
All come with one-year warranty on
parts and labour. Free delivery for most
of Quadra. Call 250-285-3425 or cell
250-202-3425
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