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Want to post a calendar
listing? Lots of choices for 
getting it to the DI!
• Email: news@discoveryislands.ca
• Drop off your listing at  
    Inspirations in the Cove
• Or you can leave it at our
   office, 701 Cape Mudge Road
• The mail works too! Box 280,  
   Q Cove, BC V0P 1N0

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
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! Local Commuter Sailings, expect delays.
* Fridays Only        † Daily except Sundays. 

** Tuesday sailings are for Dangerous Cargo 
No passengers or cars. 

Support our 
Local Food 
Bank
It’s the time of year for giving and 
the Quadra Island Food Bank 
could use your help. The winter 
and holiday season are some 
of our local Food Bank’s most 
heavily accessed periods. 

This service, run by an 
amazing group of dedicated 
volunteers is where islanders in 
need can get those very important 
extra supplies needed to seethem 
through. 

While the Food Bank accepts 
donations all year round, right 
now is one of the best times to 
make monetary donations to 
the Food Bank as it goes directly 
into helping with the increased 
demand for food boxes and 
Christmas hamper at this time of 
year. 

The Quadra Island Food Bank 
accepts and greatly appreciates 
monetary and food donations, 
which can be made through the 
Quadra Island Community Centre.  
If you are making a monetary 
donation the Community Centre 
can also issue you a tax receipt for 
your donation.  

Wishing everyone a 
wonderful holiday season filled 
with giving and much joy!

We’re almost there! This year’s parade will take place on Thursday, 
December 7th at 6:30pm and we have shortened the route to allow for 
a slower pace and some more creative decorating. This year’s route will 
depart the No.1 Fire Hall to head south along Cape Mudge Rd, turn 
onto Noble Rd, turn right onto Green Rd to then travel by Q-Cove Plaza 
and Quadra Elementary before returning to the No. 1 Fire Hall. We 
will once again have our ‘Elves’ following behind the parade to collect 
donations for the food bank. And don’t forget to stop by the No.1 Fire 
Hall for some tasty treats and a chance to get a picture with Santa and 
the Fire Truck!

We want to encourage anyone who is thinking about entering a 
vehicle to come out and join us in spreading some Christmas cheer to 
our community and we would like to remind everyone that you don’t 
have to be a big truck to enter! Those entering a vehicle can meet at the 
No.1 Fire Hall at 5:30pm where hot dogs will be provided for drivers 
and decorators. It takes the participation of many vehicles to make 
the parade a success so please consider joining us. We look forward to 
seeing everyone on the big night!

6th Annual Lighted Truck Parade

Open Office

250-203-8652
“Have questions about the current market, 
tips on how to prepare your home for sale, 
curious about the value of your home?”

Tuesday, January 9th 
9am to 5pm, 701 Cape Mudge Road (at the DI Office)

By appointment please.

Renée Stone

Community 
Kitchen 
Christmas Lunch
Our annual turkey 
lunch is coming up on 
December 13th! We’re 
getting the turkey and all 
the trimmings organized, 
but could use some help 
with baking for dessert. 
We feed almost 300 
people at this event, 
and that means a lot 
of Christmas cookies 
and other sweet treats 
to finish off the feast. 
Please consider bringing 
some seasonal goodies 
to the Community Centre 
to contribute to our 
dessert table on the 13th 
of December.

Quadra Friday Painters at the HBI
A like-minded group of painters, who meet weekly at the Community 
Centre, are showing their art for the second year at the HBI.  You are 
invited as our guests to a reception in the Fireside Room, on December 
8th between 4 and 7pm. Please drop in for tea and a snack, and share 
some of the enthusiasm of these nine artists: Barb Armstrong, Val Barr, 
Pat Carpenter, Vinay Chafekar, Joni Diamond, Perry Johnston, Judith 
Jordan, Doni Laird and Linda Williams. 

Cortes RadioCortes Radio
Drop in and tune out
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Day to Day The Regulars
THE ISLAND CALENDAR What’s Happening 

at the Quadra Island 
Community Centre

NEXT DI DEADLINE: Monday, December 18 @ 7pm 

MONDAY
AA, Big Book Study, 7pm Quadra United Church
Badminton, Cape Mudge Gym, 7:30 pm Drop-ins $2
TUESDAY 
Al-Anon Meeting, Quadra Children’s Centre, 7:30pm
Folkdancing, QCC, 7:30–9:30 pm, 285.3849.
WEDNESDAY
1st & 3rd Wednesday Food Bank,QCC 1–2pm
Prayer Meeting, Quadra Island Bible Church, 7pm
Poker Night, Quadra Legion, Heriot Bay 7:30pm
Hand Drum Jam, 7:30 pm Upper Realm, Q Cove
THURSDAY
Badminton, Cape Mudge Gym, 7:30 pm Drop-ins $2
SMART Recovery group 6:30–8pm Quadra Children’s 
Centre, open to anyone over 19
FRIDAY
Alcoholics Anonymous, 8pm Quadra United Church
SATURDAY
Farmers Market in Quathiaski Cove 10 am–2pm 
Meat Draw, Quadra Legion, Heriot Bay 5 pm
Open Mic with Mo, 9pm at the HBI pub
SUNDAY
Buddhist Meditation, 10 am, Upper Realm, Q Cove
Family Service, Quadra Island Bible Church, 10:30am
Quadra Sunday Painters, 11am–2pm, 285.3390
Quadra Island United Church, 11am service, 285.3163

Thursday, December 7 
• Lighted Truck Parade, 6:30pm, No1 Fire Hall
Friday, December 8 
• Quadra Friday Painters show and reception, in 
the Fireside Room at the HBI, 4 to 7pm
• Live music HBI Pub – Sons of Guns, 9pm NC
Saturday, December 9 
• Quadra Singers at QCC, 7pm, doors open 6:30
Sunday, December 10
• A Storied Brunch NISHS fundraiser at Herons in 
the HBI, 10am, reserve 285.3322
• Christmas Around the World, Quadra Bible Church  
10–2pm and 6–8pm
Monday, December 11 
• Annual Garden Club Slideshow, QCC, 7pm
• Monday Night at the Movies, HBI Pub: ‘Polar 
Express’ with Tom Hanks
Wednesday, December 13 
• Community Kitchen Turkey Dinner Lunch, noon 
at QCC
• UofQ Owen Williams on ‘The Anatomy of 
Stuckness and How to Get Unstuck’, 7pm HBI Pub
Friday, December 15 
• Live music HBI Pub – Go Dog G, 9pm NC

QuadraIsland.ca

Find your way 
around online...

oelle Construction Ltd
• BC licensed residential builder
• Custom & budget homes
• Resort & commercial buildings
• Green energy rated
• Cost effective design

Building for and 

employing islanders

since 1980

250.285.3783 • info@jtoelle.com • www.jtoelle.com

COMING WEEK DECEMBER 8 to 15

FRIDAY: 10:30 Friday Painters 
SATURDAY: 1 Birthing Class in Room 3; 7 Quadra 
Singers presents their Christmas Concert: Singin’ 
the Holidays and Ring-in the New Year  
SUNDAY: 9 Somatics with Rob
MONDAY: 8:30 Fitness with Jeannie; 10 Parents 
& Tots, final week until New Year; 10 Yoga with 
Josephine; 1 Sing for Pure Joy; 1:30 Caregivers 
Support Group; 7 Garden Club 
TUESDAY: 9 Quilters Sewing Bee; 10 Parkinson’s 
Support Group; 11:30 Somatics; 5 Yoga with 
Trinity; 7:30 Folk Dancing 
WEDNESDAY: 8:30 Body Sculpt with Marion; 
9:30 Yoga with Trinity; 11 Moms & Babes; 12 
Community Kitchen Turkey Dinner Lunch; 12 
Nurse Practitioner Outreach Clinic; 5:30 The 
Men’s Group
THURSDAY: 10 Parents and Tots & Parents & 
Tots Yoga, final week until New Year; 5 Yoga with 
Trinity 
FRIDAY: 8:30 Fitness with Jeannie; Spinners & 
Knitters 

NEXT WEEK DECEMBER 16 to 22 

SATURDAY: 10–2 Community Winter Market 
MONDAY: 8:30 Fitness with Jeannie; 10 Yoga 
with Josephine
TUESDAY: 5 Yoga with Trinity; 7 Folk Dance
WEDNESDAY: 8:30 Body Sculpt with Marion; 
9:30 Yoga with Trinity 
THURSDAY: 5 Yoga with Trinity 
FRIDAY: 8:30 Fitness with Jeannie

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO YOU FROM QUADRA 
COMMUNITY CENTRE!
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ISSUE 667
8 DECEMBER 2017
Publisher Philip Stone

Guest Editor Robyn Budd
The DI is published every two weeks. 
Our current edition and upcoming 

deadlines are online:  
www.discoveryislander.ca

CONTACT US
email news@discoveryislands.ca

phone 250 285 2234
mail PO Box 280 Quathiaski Cove

BC V0P 1N0
office 701 Cape Mudge Road

hours Monday – Thursday
10am to 4pm

Opinions expressed in this magazine 
are those of the contributors and are 

not the views of the publisher. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
We welcome items for publica-
tion on subjects of interest to the 
Discovery Islands community.  
Here are a few guidelines:
• 300 words is an ideal length for 
community announcements.
• Articles do not need to be sent as 
attachments. Simply send the text 
in the body of your email.
• Canadian spelling is preferred.
• Please use the title of your item 
in the email subject line. We get a 
lot of items called 'DI Article'.
• Remember to include credits 
and captions for photos & artwork.

WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO INCLUDE 
ALL ITEMS SUBMITTED, ERRORS AND

ACCIDENTAL OMISSIONS MAY OCCUR.

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS
Are available for delivery in Canada  

by mail $90 for 12 months

Local Voluntary Subscriptions are 
welcome to help support the DI, 

suggested: $30 per calendar year
Find more details online at

www.DiscoveryIslander.ca

COPYRIGHT 2017
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

NEXT DEADLINE
7pm on Monday, Dec. 18

for publication on  
Friday, December 22

Have an opinion to share?
Submit your letter  
to the DI by email:  

news@discoveryislands.ca
PREFERRED

Regular ol' mail with a 
stamp to Box 280 in the 

Cove or drop it off at 
Inspirations

If it’s too long it may be 
chopped!  

Please be concise.

ISLAND FORUMRdiscove   y
I S L A N D E R

Cooler weather ahead...

Call Frank today for an appointment to protect
your investment and peace of mind next season

Time to make plans to winterize your boat and motor

In the interests of setting the 
record straight, let me try 
and shed some light on a few 
misconceptions about the golf 
course application.

John Walton’s letter 
addresses the topic of the 
original application for a golf 
course, in which he says that 
assurances were given that a 
future sub division would not be 
a consideration. In fact, the topic 
of future subdivision was never 
discussed! What was discussed 
was the concept of building 
houses around the periphery 
of the golf course, as part of 
the development process. The 
proponents declared that this was 
not part of their development 
plan. What is being proposed 
here is to rezone a piece of the 
property that was going to be the 
second 9 hole portion of the golf 
course and develop building lots 
and associated infrastructure.  

The SRD claims that this 
topic was never discussed at the 
public meetings, and they used 
this as part of the reason why the 
application was turned down. In 
fact it was, several times.

John says “unfounded 
speculations and accusations 
against our Directors are not 
helpful”. I would say that the same 
should be said about the Directors 
of the golf course, all of whom 
are long time, well respected 
members of our community.

George Barabas talks at length 
about the financial position of 
the golf course. I would point 

out that this has nothing to do 
with the appropriateness of the 
application. It is merely one of 
the reasons why the golf course 
is making an application for 
rezoning. The golf course is not 
asking anybody to bail them out, 
nor are they suggesting that the 
OCP be dismantled. I will say, 
though, that it’s high time we 
reviewed the OCP again, and 
brought it up to date.

Claire Heffernan thinks that 
an “awful display of two grown 
men having a temper tantrum” 
was a waste of space in this 
publication. I would say that they 
have a right to their opinion. It 
is an understandable reaction 
to a feeling of great frustration 
from the proponents, due to 
the way this application was 
handled by the SRD. This in no 
way reflects on the actions of our 
Regional Director, in my opinion.  
Jim has tried very hard to stay 
objective and neutral during 
this whole process, and if he had 
been included in all of the early 
discussions at the SRD from the 
get go, we would not be where we 
are today!  He is still working hard 
to try and resolve this issue.

She goes on to accuse the 
proponents of “the relentless 
lobby culminating with such 
tactics as stacking the speakers 
list at the public hearing and 
making a whole lot of noise in 
an attempt to drown out others”.  
This falls under the previous 
heading of a “temper tantrum” 
and could not be farther from the 

truth. I did a rough count of the 
people who spoke in favour of 
the proposal, and I would say that 
approximately one half of them 
are not connected with the golf 
course, do not play the game, and 
were merely voicing their opinion, 
which is their right. Right?
– Paul Ryan

Correcting Some Misconceptions

Boost your online 
presence

QuadraIsland.ca

List and link on 
Quadra Island’s most 

visited website

Find out more at
info@quadraisland.ca
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Cortes RadioCortes Radio
Drop in and tune out

Mobile Heavy 
Equipment

wolfdenmechanical@gmail.com

service and repair
Automotive service and repair

 Welding and Fabrication
Shop located on Quadra

250-285-2215PHONE  250.285.3293
TOLL FREE  1.877.735.3293
FAX  250.285.3292

QUADRA ISLAND REAL ESTATE TEAM

Bill Bradshaw
PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION

Sarah Bradshaw
www.quadrarealestate.ca

SOUTHEND ACREAGE! $188,000
• 7.5 acre parcel on the south end of 
Quadra Island • Shared drilled well, 
and hydro available, on Irene Road
• Approximately half of the property 
is within a protected wetland
• Roughed-in driveway and approved 

septic area • Peaceful setting, located on quiet no-thru road • A short 
drive to shops and services in Quathiaski Cove

QI Emergency Program 
Celebrates Ten Year Anniversary 
on December 4 
It is hard to believe that it’s been ten years since this program was 
spearheaded by two islanders, Judy Hagen and Eileen Mackay, who 
were concerned about the lack of emergency plans on the island. 
Today, the ESS program has 120 members trained to help people in 
an emergency.  

Over the years there were fundraising pursuits like potato shoots 
and beer and burger events to raise money for a generator. Four 
possible Reception Centre sites were identified and signs and other 
supplies were acquired, as well as a shipping container to store them. 
Ham radio operators have trained and are located all over the island. 
Evacuation plans have been drawn up and possible docks that can be 
used located.  Neighbourhood Emergency Preparedness Programs 
(NEPP) are in place in various communities and are planned for 
others. We have held emergency evacuation events and practiced 
setting up Reception Centres in all of our locations. Many table-top 
exercises have taken place and we have had an evacuation exercise 
with BC Ferries with another one planned for spring 2018. There 
have been many Safety Fairs and other information sharing events.

If you have a house fire, ESS volunteers will be there to help 
you get through it. Looking back, we have done so much in the past 
10 years. If I have to survive a major earthquake, I would rather be 
on Quadra than anywhere else. We are one of the better prepared 
communities and, as this past summer’s fires showed, we are needed.

This has all happened because our volunteers have taken 
numerous courses and willingly given their time to train, organize 
and get involved. We owe them a debt of gratitude. We also thank 
the Strathcona Regional District for their financial help and 
particularly Jim Abram who has always been there to assist with 
grant applications, etc. If you’re interested in joining the program, 
please contact Judy Hagen (250.285.2150) and find out how you can 
help keep our island safe.

Children’s Ashram Report
This year $8909.31 was raised to help disabled and orphaned children 
at the Arya Sugandh Sansthan ashram in Uttar Pradesh, India. Thanks 
to all of  you  who gave items to sell and/or bought from my table at the 
markets. The money was used to pay the salary of the teacher for the 
deaf children, a second bio-gas generator (thanks to the cows), money 
towards a water storage tank, weekly fruit for the children, monthly 
birthday meals and presents for the children, painting the office, roof 
repairs.

Now I'm raising money to complete the water storage tank 
purchase (electricity is spasmodic and water shortages happen often), 
weekly fruit for the 78 children in 2018, ongoing salary for the teacher 
of the deaf children, and a salary for a night matron (there are more 
mentally challenged children at the ashram and this would help Garima 
Arya, who looks after all the children, get some sleep).

I have brought quite a few artifacts back (including some yoga 
mat bags) and will be at Manson’s Market (Dec 15th) and the 
December  16th Winter Market at Quadra Community Centre. For 
more information please contact  me, Eileen Sowerby, at 285.2434.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Crafting the 10 Minute Play – a 
Workshop by Theatre Quadra
What makes a ten-minute play work? How do you create the critical 
elements of a full length play on such a small scale? Do you have an idea 
for a play? A couple in the bank? Bring your ideas and join five Quadra 
playwrights on January 14 for an afternoon of discussing and practising 
the art of the ten minute play.   

Ten-minute plays are a great way to hone your writing skills, 
without devoting months or years to the process. They’re fun to write.  
And Theatre Quadra has its own annual festival as an opportunity for 
you to get your well crafted work on the stage.   

The workshop takes place on Sunday, January 14 from 1 to 5pm in 
Room 3 at the Quadra Community Centre. Theatre Quadra members 
free; non-members $10. Space is limited to twenty writers, aspiring or 
experienced. To save your spot, email theatrequadra@gmail.com before 
January 10. For information, call Doni Laird at 250.285.3881.  
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Free Money   
Free Money continues on Wednesday, December 
6th just before Community Lunch, from 11:30am 
to noon in the small seminar room downstairs at 
the Quadra Community Centre. 

Single individuals receive $10 and families 
receive $20 inside a book of their choice. The 
program is available on the first Wednesday of 
each month from November to April (except 
January when the Community Lunch starts up 
again on January 10). This 10-year-old program 
could not exist without the generous support 
of Quadra Islanders. We need over $3000 to 
carry out or program.  Please donate to the  
Free Money account at our local Quadra Credit 
Union. Every cent goes to those in need. For 
more info call Steve Moore at 285.3323.      

Pickleball
Pickleball is now held on Tuesdays at 4:30 at 
Cape Mudge Hall. Drop-in fee is only $2. If 
you are a beginner, we have extra paddles and 
can teach you how to play.  Join us for fun and 
exercise! For further information call Doris at 
250.285.3610.

Parkinson's  
Support Group
If you or a friend have Parkinson's disease, 
you can come to our local monthly support 
group meetings. It's a small friendly group and 
our next meeting is at 10am in the downstairs 
seminar room at Quadra Community Centre, 
Tuesday September 19th.

Christmas Around
the World
Join us December 10 from 10 to 2 and 6 to 8pm 
at Quadra Island Bible Church on 1281 West 
Road. Travel with us to different countries.
Experience food, decorations, clothing, and
crafts (to make) from many cultures.
All ages welcome! Prepare for take-off!

Inner Man’s Circle
Next event: Wednesday, December 13, 5:30-
7:30pm, Room 1, QCC.
Do you recognize yourself as a ‘man’?
Do you know that changes are needed but 
don’t know where to start from?
Do you believe time has come to face your 
inner self and challenges?
Do you want to connect with other human 
beings that feel as you do and are not afraid to 
express it?
During this two hours we will sit with 
ourselves, in a safe and humble environment, 
where respect and understanding will be 
deeply encouraged. We will explore what does 
‘real man’ mean and how every single one of 
us can create positive changes if we choose to 
do so.
This event is held every second Wednesday 
of the month till March 14. This is a free event 
but a $5 donation is appreciate to cover rental 
expenses :)

Quadra Singers and 
Friends: Singin’ the 
Holidays and Ring-in 
the New Year 
On Saturday December 9, Quadra Singers 
and Friends will perform a mixture of funny, 
retro and uplifting songs. Our previous Music 
Director Linda Cannon has retired – this will 
be the first Quadra Singers concert under the 
direction of the multi-talented Kate Alexandra. 
Raised on Quadra, Kate has co-directed the 
island’s Sing For Pure Joy! group since 2015 
and previously directed a similar group while 
living  in Vancouver. Kate has also played 
a prominent role in several local theatre 
productions. When not on stage or at choir 
practice, Kate can be found teaching yoga, 
dance, voice and theatre to kids and adults. 
Kate’s abundant energy and good humour is an 
inspiration to the singers. Come join in the fun!

“The December concert will feature a 
mixture of styles including classic Christmas 
songs, songs from musicals and films, and 
songs by talented contemporary composers 
Brian Tate and Ola Gjeilo,” says choir director 
Kate Alexander. “We look forward to 
welcoming our family, friends and neighbours 
to an evening of music that lifts our spirits, 
makes us smile and inspires us with goodwill.”

Mark your calendar for Singin’ the 
holidays and Ring-in the New Year, 
7pm Saturday, December 9 at the Quadra 
Community Centre. Pay at the door: Adults 
$12, youth (to 12 years) $5. Free for children 
under five. Doors open at 6:30pm, and there 
will be treats at the intermission!

Learn more about Quadra Singers on the 
choir’s Facebook page. Or contact the choir 
by email (susandavebain@gicable.com) or 
telephone (250.285.2393).

Community Kitchen 
Annual Turkey Dinner 
Lunch 
The final Community Kitchen Lunch of 2017 
will be on December 13th and will be the 
annual Turkey Dinner Lunch. As usual, lunch 
is by donation and open to everyone. Please 
come join us for a festive feast and show your 
appreciation for our amazing Community 
Kitchen volunteers!
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SENIORS HOUSING NEWS

YAHOO! The Strathcona Regional 
District Board unanimously 
passed the rezoning of our 688 
Harper Road property Nov 23  
Area C’s Jim Abram and several other directors 
expressed lots of credit to our Board for its 
hard work and to the Quadra community 
for strongly supporting this much-needed 
affordable seniors housing. Thank you so much 
to all who wrote letters and emails and came 
out to the Rezoning Hearing. 

Having cleared this important hurdle, our 
Design Team submitted our Development 
Permit application to the SRD on December 
1. In December and January, we'll be finalizing 
the design for the building interior and 
Development Permit requirements, preparing 
to hire a construction manager and then 
tendering construction bids, once BC Housing 
okays the next funding stage. We hope to break 
ground in Spring 2018.

Although November's strong winds sent 
our sign flying, we’re in high spirits. Donations 
have climbed to over $200,000 before year's 
end. You truly are amazing, Quadra!  We are 
planning more fundraising in 2018  for the 
project and specific items we couldn't include 
otherwise. Your cash and in-kind donations 
of materials, equipment, labour and skills 
help determine the project's 'bottom-line', 
since QISHS must repay BC Housing funding 
through a hefty mortgage.

To make an in-kind donation now or 
during construction, please contact Betty 
Doak so we can quantify that in our cost-of-
construction estimate. 285.3590; md3590@

telus.net. To make a cash donation, send 
a cheque payable to QISHS to Box 535, 
Quathiaski Cove, BC, V0P1N0. Or donate 
online at www.qishs.com: just click on the 
'Donate' button to pay by Credit Card using 
PayPal. Or email qishs535@gmail.com to 
arrange an online Interac transfer.  Charitable 
Tax Receipts are available – just include your 
name and mailing address.  

QISHS Housing applications are available 
on our website: www.qishs.com  or by calling 
Maureen 285.2221 or Betty 285.3590, or from 
Quadra Circle's office by Quadra Medical 
Clinic, Wednesday to Friday, 11am to 3pm.

Quadra Island is one step
closer to having an assisted
living facility
The Strathcona Regional District (SRD) 
Board voted at the November 23 regular SRD 
Board meeting to approve an amendment to 
an existing zoning bylaw which will allow for 
the construction of a low-cost assisted living 
facility in Quathiaski Cove on Quadra Island.

 “The senior living facility will have 15 units 
available for low to medium income seniors. 
This facility will allow Quadra Island residents 
to age in place and remain on the Island, close 
to friends and family as they require greater 
assistance. I would like to thank the members 
of the Quadra Island Senior Housing Society 
and all of the other volunteers who put in 
countless hours to seeing this project through,” 
says SRD Electoral Area C (Discovery Islands 
and Mainland Inlets) Director Jim Abram. 

“The facility will bring us closer to achieving 
the vision and goals outlined in the Quathiaski 
Cove Village Plan, which will increase the 
Village density and provide multi-generational 
low-cost housing options.”

Funding for the estimated $3.5 million 
project has come largely from BC Housing, 
through the Investment in Housing Innovation 
Program. North Island MLA and Minister 
of Transportation and Infrastructure, Claire 
Trevena, has been a supporter of the project 
since its inception. 

“Our government understands the 
importance of safe and affordable housing. This 
project is very important for people aging on 
Quadra,” Claire Trevena said. “I am very happy 
to hear that the Strathcona Regional District 
has approved the zoning bylaw. The Quadra 
Island Seniors Housing Society can now move 
onto the next phase of the project. I would like 
to congratulate the members of the Society for 
their hard work and dedication.”

The estimated $3.5 million project has 
been funded through grants and low-interest 
loans from BC Housing, Canadian Mortgage 
and Housing’s Seed Funding Grant, equity 
already owned by the Quadra Island Seniors 
Housing Society and by community donations.

The Strathcona Regional District is 
a partnership of four electoral areas and 
five municipalities providing services to 
approximately 43,000 residents.

QuadraIsland.ca

Find your way 
around online...
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I can’t believe it is already December. 
This year has just flown by and has 
been absolutely filled with meetings 
and issues that needed attention. I 
did manage to get our “Christmas 
Lights” up on Dec. 1st. We actually 
call them “Winter Lights” since I never 
manage to get them taken down until 
late in the winter! Some of it is due 
to procrastination, some is weather 
and some is just that there are just too 
many things going on!

Since my Nov. 24th report was on a 
single topic, I hope all of you have read my 
Nov. 6th report. It was fairly comprehensive 
concerning many of the topics that I am 
dealing with at the moment. I will now try to 
update where I can while trying to not repeat 
too much of what has already been written. 

MINISTER VISITS UPDATE
As I listed in detail in the Nov. 6th issue, I did 
travel to Victoria for three days to meet with 
a variety of Ministers, MLA’s and ministries. I 
have had a lot of follow up on those visits and 
they are proving to have been very productive. 

Minister of Education Rob Fleming and 
his staff met with our SD72 Chair, Susan 
Wilson, her staff and me at Surge Narrows 
on Read Island to tour the school, make 
announcements about internet improvements 
for the schools and to meet the community 
of the “outer islands”. It was quite a large 
gathering of about 50 + people and was 
incredibly well received by all parties. After 
they left, I stayed and met with the greater 
community to update them on the issue 
of obtaining the large water lease and bit 
of upland property adjacent to our Surge 
Narrows Community Wharf. 

This was another of the topics that I spent 
a lot of time dealing with in Victoria with 
two different Ministers and their staff.  I am 
attempting to get the lease for the community 
through the SRD, to allow for expansion 
and access to our existing wharf. The lease 
also encompasses the old Surge Narrows 
heritage store building, which the community 
and I feel is well worth preserving. The 
two Ministers involved are completely in 
agreement and only need all the details to 
come from their staff and the SRD staff to 
process the transaction. I have spent many 
hours on conference calls with the ministry 
staff to sort out all of the issues involved. It is 
a very convoluted process but can and will be 
sorted out!

OCEANS PROTECTION PLAN
This is the program that was announced by 
the Prime Minister that would allocate $1.5 
Billion to the west coast for enhancement of 
marine protection and safety. I was appointed 
by our Board to represent our area on this 
issue. Right after my meetings with all of the 
Ministers in Victoria I had to take the ferry 
to Vancouver for two more days of intense 
meetings on the introduction to this process. 
One of the topics I was very interested in was 
the Derelict Vessels work that is being done in 
partnership with the Feds, the Province and 
local governments. This is an issue that seems 
to plague all coastal areas. We all seem to have 
our specific cases and no one, to date, has 
been willing to take responsibility. It looks like 
this is going to change.

For more information on the broader 
Plan, please visit,  www.canada.ca/protecting-
our-coasts  

REGIONAL DISTRICT FERRY CHAIRS 
GROUP
For several  successive years I have been 
appointed  to represent our Regional District 
on the group of Board Chairs (I am no longer 
the Chair, but was decided by the Board that 
I should be the one to be on the group). We 
are a group of 13 Regional District Chairs, 
representing the entire coast including Metro 
Vancouver (the entire lower mainland) 
and the Capital Regional District (the 
entire greater Victoria area). We represent 
approximately one million people on the 
coast and an area that contributes 38% of the 
Gross Domestic Product to the Provincial 
economy. We are supported by the Union of 
BC Municipalities and do have the ear of the 
Government. We met (once again!) in Victoria 
on the 21st and 22nd to discuss strategy and to 
have an official meeting with our Minister of 
Transportation, Claire Trevena. It was a very 
productive meeting where we concentrated 
on eliminating the Coastal Ferry Act, 
reinstating the Ferry Authority back into the 
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, 
Marine Division, and all of the other issues 
that we have all been fighting for over the past 
16 years of failed experiment. I asked that our 
schedules be returned to the one that was 
taken away from all of us and we all agreed 
that we want reduction in fares, seniors full 
discount and I threw in one more: reduction 
in fares for young people whom we need so 
desperately on the islands. If you want to read 
a full synopsis of the meeting, see the SRD 
Board minutes of Dec. 7th. (strathconard.

ca).  I provided a report for the Board, but it is 
too long to reproduce here.

FERRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE (FAC) 
MEETING
I attended the FAC meeting along with a 
number of Quadra and Cortes members, 
chaired very ably by Paul Ryan, and numerous 
senior staff from BCFS. This committee is a 
creature of BCFS and is not supposed to be 
political (that is my job at the Ferry Chairs), 
but we always manage to sneak in
 a few political comments to keep them aware 
of our “awareness”. We talk mostly about 
operational issues such as vessel movements, 
traffic, usage, loading and priority sailing 
issues, etc. 

FAC AND THE “OUTER ISLANDS”
The one new issue that I brought up on the 
agenda was the possibility of allowing in the 
winter months, the very few outer islanders 
who use the ferry to get to town to be 
included in the two Cortes sailings that have 
priority status. This allows the people in the 
outer islands that have to cross in dangerous 
conditions to Hoskyn Channel Landing to be 
able to make the trip while it is still light. Bad 
weather and darkness are a recipe for disaster. 
The Committee agreed to try and make this 
work.

HIGHWAYS MINISTRY AND EMCON 
SERVICES MEETING
This meeting was to talk about priorities 
regarding our roads. This is one of the real 
sore spots in my position as Director. We 
have a Ministry that is in charge of Highways 
but that is forced by provincial policy to 
contract out the maintenance of the roads to 
Emcon Services. Theoretically this should 
work just fine. However, it doesn’t! There is 
not enough money in the budget to do all of 
the things that need to be done and we all 
see the results. We are many years behind in 
road paving, line painting, ditch clearing and 
brushing and so on and so on. The contractors 
were all there to hear from all of us as were 
the Highways managers. And they did get 
an earful from a number of people. We have 
been promised paving for many years and it 
has never happened except in small patches. 
I believe you will see some major work this 
next season. Pothole filling started at the 
north end the very next day. Coincidence? 
Maybe. But I think it had something to do 
with the contractor managers from the “big 
island” hearing first hand how bad things 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT • News from Area C by Jim Abram 
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New to Quadra? 
The Discovery Islands Chamber of 
Commerce and local businesses 
welcome you with a gift bag. 
Contact Judy @ 285.2150.

really are. This is not a rant at our employees 
on the island. They do the best that they can 
with what they have. I do believe that due 
to our continuing lobby effort they are now 
getting another truck and another person, full 
time. So all of this complaining has helped.
So let’s support our crews when they are out 
there doing their job and give them a pat 
on the back. They don’t work in the best of 
conditions!

MT. SEYMOUR RECREATION AREA 
“IDEAS” MEETING
An open house was hosted by the SRD on the 
22nd to gather information on the proposal by 
the SRD and the community to formalize the 
recreation areas in and around Mt. Seymour, 
Morte Lake, and Chinese Mountains. This 
was not a “proposal” per se. It was a gathering 
of information of what is there, who has an 
interest and how is it currently used. We had 
two consultants (paid for by a grant) on hand 
with some amazing maps for everyone to 
look over, mark up and put notes and post-its 
on. It was a very congenial meeting and the 
consultants will now go back and compile 
what they heard and bring back a report to 
the community on options. I personally met 
with Chief Brian Assu and had numerous 
exchanges by email and phone as to their 
possible interests in the area in forestry, 
and tourism. I expected them to have a 
representative there but no one attended. I 
will continue to try and discuss this proposal 
with him since they are our neighbours and 
part of the dialogue and definitely have an 
interest.

BUDGET WORKSHOPS
We have had three SRD budget workshops on 
the high level overview of where the budget 
might go in this next year . It is a very difficult 
conversation since we do not have all of the 
accurate year-end information that we need to 
do a proper analysis. I will keep you informed 
as we go.

MARINE AREA PLANNING 
PARTNERSHIP (MAPP)
This is another committee that I have been 
appointed to for a number of years and it 
consists of the Province and First Nations and 
local government along with all stakeholders 
that are interested. We are having a two day 
long overnight meeting in Campbell River 
on Dec. 3 and 4. We are looking at marine 
planning from the bottom of Quadra to the 
Central Coast and there are other committees 

looking at the North Coast. This is an 
extremely important exercise as it will govern 
how we allow our coast to be used taking all 
interests into account including preservation.

SRD GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE
The Board has been grappling with how we 
govern ourselves for some time now. Our 
codes of conduct and other documents have 
just not done the trick. Behaviour at the Board 
table is sometimes not all that we would like 
to see it be. You would think that this should 
be simple. It is not, believe me! When you 
get strong opinions and put 13 of them at 
the same table, anything can happen. So, in 
an attempt to try and make things better, 
we had workshops with a facilitator and on 
recommendation of the Board, set up a Select 
Committee comprised of the Chair, Vice 
Chair and, yours truly, to meet and solve the 
problem! I appreciate the confidence in me 
shown by the Board, but what a task! We meet 
Dec. 6th. I’ll let you know how we make out!

That has got to be enough info to keep 
you busy! I will not be doing another report 
until after the Holiday Season so I wish you all 
a very Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and 
a safe and sane New Year at this time. Enjoy, 
everyone!

Feel free to contact me between the 
hours of 8:30am and 5pm, Monday through 
Friday (please, not on weekends or holidays, 
folks!) at 285.3355, or you can fax me at 

285.3533 or you can email me anytime 
at  jimabram@xplornet.ca  or by mail at 
Box 278 in the Cove, V0P 1N0… or on 
Facebook at  https://www.facebook.com/
JimAbram…. If it is important, my cell is 
250.830.8005… Lots of choices.  

Please do not use my residential phone 
number for SRD calls. All business calls 
should be on 285-3355. Many thanks! 

Respectfully submitted, 
– Jim Abram, Director, Discovery Islands-
Mainland inlets, Area C, SRD

REGIONAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT • News from Area C by Jim Abram 
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TRANSPORTATION
Are you someone who doesn’t like to drive at night – so you miss a 
community event you’d love to attend? Or do you sometimes need a 
ride to go grocery-shopping, attend an appointment or a community 
event? Quadra Circle’s transportation program can help. This free 
service provides friendly volunteer drivers on Quadra, and to Campbell 
River or Courtenay. All drivers are fully insured and have completed a 
Criminal Record Check. Call: Diana or John at 250.285.3630 at least 24 
hours beforehand.

SMART RECOVERY
Considering changing, reducing or stopping your addictive behaviour? 
SMART Recovery is a confidential and facilitated weekly support 
group, Thursdays, from 6:30 to 8pm at the Quadra Children’s Centre. 
Open to anyone over 19. Laura: smartrecoveryquadra@gmail.com

QUADRA HOME MEALS
Allows seniors, caregivers, those coping with illness or recovering from 
surgery or childbirth to receive nutritious, low-cost meals suited to their 
dietary preferences. Meals, prepared by Evergreen and Ironwood in 
Campbell River, are delivered on Quadra each Friday. Place your order 
before noon each Saturday by calling Karen at 250.285.3064.

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP
No matter what age we are, most of us will need to deal with grief, loss 
and caregiving responsibilities at some point in our lives. Quadra Circle 
sponsors a bimonthly support group which meets Mondays 1:30 to 
3pm in Room 1 at Quadra Community Centre. All ages welcome. Next 
meetings: December 11, January 15 and 29.

SENIORS ACTIVITY CENTRE
The last day at the Activity Centre this year is Wednesday  December 13. 
The Centre will close at 11.30 so everyone can attend Xmas lunch at the 
Community Centre, and will restart January 8, when school reopens. 
Call Helen at 250.285.2788 for more information.

FOOT CARE
Are you having difficulty caring for your toenails and callouses? If you 
receive GIS or MSP subsidy, Quadra Circle can help by subsidizing the 
cost of caring for your feet. You can sign up for a qualified LPN to come 
to your home and provide this important service. Call 250.285.2255, or 
drop in to the Quadra Circle office Wednesday, Thursday or Friday from 
11 am to 3 pm. Your feet will thank you!
– Diana Gault, Director QCCCS

Quadra Circle News

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

A Storied 
Brunch at HBI
• Date: Dec 10th
• Time: 10am
• Place: HBI Herons
• Reservations: 285.3322
• Cost: $36.95 pp (30% is 
donated to NISHS)
• Fundraiser for NISHS, Trauma 
and Abuse Counselling Centre.
We invite you, your family and 
friends to our ninth annual 
Storied Brunch. Come and listen 
to the beautiful stories from our 
island’s storytellers: Margaret 
Verschuur, John Walton, John 
Phillips, Jeannie Schweitzer, 
Darcy Mitchell, Carol Gall, Owen 
Williams and Chris Thomson. 

The MC for this event is the 
delightful Julie Douglas. Doors 
open at 10am, the delicious 
brunch begins at 10:30am, 
followed by islanders’ stories, 
and music by Stacey Nielsen, 
Julie Douglas, Linda Cannon and 
Darcy Mitchell. This is such a 
wonderful way to feel the spirit of 
Christmas – the gift of giving and 
sharing with our special friends 
on the island and beyond.

At this event NISHS is 
holding a Silent Auction along 
with a fun Raffle for all.
This is a fundraiser for NISHS, 
Trauma & Abuse Counselling 
Centre. We look forward to 
welcoming you to the Inn. If 
you require further information 
please call Margot at 285.2393.

Winter Market 
& Bazaar at QCC
One fabulous market left before 
Christmas – Saturday December 
16th, from 10am to 2pm. No ferry 
waits, no stress. Even if the power 
is out we still have power at our 
Community Centre!

You can be sure to find art 
cards, baking, body butters, 
Artisan Chocolates, jewelry, 
knitting, preserves, sewing, 
soaps, woolens and much more. 
Many creative gift ideas!

QI Outdoor 
Club Upcoming 
Events
It’s starting to feel a lot like 
winter and the trips will reflect 
these changes with trips designed 
for snow and for weather.  

There may be a break over 
the holidays unless there are last 
minute suggestions. Here is the 
upcoming schedule:
13 Dec 2017, Wednesday – snow 
at Mt. Washington
3 Jan 2018, Wednesday – hike 
Shellaligan Forest Trails
10 Jan 2018, Wednesday – 
explore Surge Narrows logging 
roads and trails
18 to 22 Feb 2018 – Monday to 
Thursday – multi-day hiking on 
Hornby Island

The winter schedule is still 
under construction and can be 
found at:
www.qioutdoorclub.org/trips/
trip-schedule/schedule-fall-
winter-2017-18/

Trip details can be accessed 
from this list.  Stay tuned as the 
fall-winter trip schedule evolves.

Audrey will be in the kitchen 
offering up her brunch options or 
perhaps a bowl of soup and a home 
made biscuit.

Tables are $10 each on a first 
come basis with set up at 8am. 
Market hours are 10am to 2pm.
Need more info? Email: 
quadraislandmarket@gmail.com 
or call Stella 250.285.3184

We hope to see you there!

EikoJonesPhotography.com

Unique underwater and topside photography • Specializing in salmon and 
watershed environments • Stock images, art prints, guided photo trips
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AT THE HBI

DECEMBER 10  A Storied Brunch. Local story tellers weave a magic day with 
brunch buffet included. This 9th annual fundraiser for NISHS is a must-see 
event and includes a silent auction. $36.95 with 30% to North Island Survivors’ 
Healing Society. 10am seating. Herons Dining Room. Reserve 285.3322.

NYE IN HERONS: Enjoy a beautiful three ($65) or five ($95) course dinner
and dance with the Thievin Brothers, guests Kate Alexander and Casey Ryder 
(entertainment $10) in Herons to 9:30, dinner until 10pm. Reserve
285.3322.

NYE IN THE HBI PUB: Making memories and rockin’ on into the New Year with 
Blue Kats at the good old HBI Pub (no cover). Ring in the new year with snacks 
at midnight and sing in the year with the age-old tradition from Robbie Burns 
1788 poem Auld Lang Syne!

MONDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES in the HBI Pub
Dec 11  ‘Polar Express’ with Tom Hanks (2004)
Dec 18  ‘A Christmas Carol’ with Alistair Sim (1951)

WEDNESDAYS AT Uof Q Pub Education, 7pm
Dec 6  Amped on Nutrition’s Barb Mindel on the importance of your health 
and the adverse effects of Candida
Dec 13  Executive and relationship coach Owen Williams on ‘The Anatomy of 
Stuckness and How to Get Unstuck’
Reading Break  Dec 20.17 to Jan 24.18. See you on Jan 31!

CLASSIC ROCK BINGO every Thursday 5pm with your host Linda Gallagher.
Sing along, have tons of fun, and win prizes. Rock on Quadra! HBI Pub. No
charge to play.

HBI FRIDAY NIGHT BANDS at the HBI Pub, 9pm, no cover
Dec 8  Sons of Guns, R&R and R&B
Dec 15  Go Dog Go – Beach Blanket Time Machine
Dec 22  DUFFY LIVE – Quadra’s Own, bring your dancin’ shoes!
Dec 29  No band tonight, join us on NYE! HBI

HBI PUB SATURDAYS  Open Mic. Mo and the jam band are making music 
magic every Saturday! 9pm, HBI Pub.
“All music is folk music. I ain’t never heard a horse sing a song.”
– LOUIS ARMSTRONG

Public invited 
to welcoming 
reception for 
new Writer in 
Residence
THE PUBLIC IS INVITED to an 

open house to meet the new Haig-Brown Writer in Residence, Bev 
Sellars. The open house will be on Sunday, December 10 from 1 to 3pm 
at the Haig-Brown House, located at 2250 Campbell River Road.

Bev Sellars is a former Chief and Councillor of the Xat’sull (Soda 
Creek) First Nation in Williams Lake, British Columbia. She was first 
elected chief of Xat’sull in 1987, a position she held from 1987 to 1993 
and then from 2009 to 2015. She also worked as a community advisor 
for the BC Treaty Commission. Ms. Sellars served as the representative 
for the Secwepemc communities on the Cariboo Chilcotin Justice 
Inquiry in the early 1990s. She has spoken out on racism and residential 
schools and on the environmental and social threats of mineral 
resources exploitation in her region.

Ms. Sellars is the author of They Called Me Number One, a memoir 
of her childhood experience in the Indian residential school system 
and its effects on three generations of women in her family, published 
in 2013 by Talon Books. The book won the 2014 George Ryga Award 
for Social Awareness, was shortlisted for the 2014 Hubert Evans Non-
Fiction Award, and was a finalist for the 2014 Burt Award for First 
Nations, Métis and Inuit Literature. Her book, Price Paid: The Fight for 
First Nations Survival, published in 2016 by Talon Books, looks at the 
history of Indigenous rights in Canada from an Indigenous perspective. 

Sellars has a degree in history from the University of Victoria 
and a law degree from the University of British Columbia. She is 
currently Chair of First Nations Women Advocating Responsible 
Mining (FNWARM) and serves as a Senior Advisor to the Indigenous 
Leadership Initiative (www.ilinationhood.ca).

In the 2017 to 2018 Residency, Bev Sellars will be focusing on 
reaching out to the various Indigenous communities of the North 
Island in an attempt to create stronger dialogue around issues of 
Reconciliation.  n addition she will also be working closely with SD72 to 
provide opportunities for students to learn more about contemporary 
Indigenous affairs. The Museum will be hosting various events over the 
coming months as well, dates to be announced soon.  

For more information contact the Museum at 250.287.3103, or 
email public.programs@crmuseum.ca.

HAIG-BROWN HOUSE
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www.tyeechev.ca

nickr@tyeechev.ca
250-203-2085

New and Used
to suit any budget

Nick Rose
24 year resident 
of Quadra Island

Call or text for a free trade appraisal

Preschool Program
For 2.5 to 5 years

(Toilet training not required)

Quadra Kids
school age program

For 6 to 11 years

7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Monday to Friday

250-285-3511
Please inquire about government subsidies

Find us online
quadrachildrenscentre.weebly.com

Call to Artists!
Its time again for Quadra artists to sign up for 
the 16th annual Quadra Island Studio Tour. 
This year’s dates are June 2nd and 3rd, 2018. 

This is a great opportunity to show your 
creative skills to a very appreciative audience. 
Artists may display their work in their studios 
or at the Quadra Community Centre.

Pick up your application forms at 
Inspirations in Quathiaski Cove Plaza or 
email studiotour@quadraislandarts.com for a 
digital version. The deadline for applications is 
January 15, 2018.

Quadra Island Seniors
Our branch had our yearly elections at the 
last meeting in November. Robert Hartley 
will continue as President, Vice Pres., Dale 
Gatne, Secretary Marcy Wolter, Treasurer 
Heather Adams, Four new Directors-- Mark 
Whittington, Lois Norman, Loree Sutherland,  
Wolf Becker.

Ruth Amiabel will continue as the North 
Vancouver Island, Regional Director.
We all enjoyed our visit to the Hamilton 
Cranberry Farm and lunch at the Canton 
Diner.

We will be very happy to have our 
Christmas Party at the Herons Dining Room 
on December 12 come at 10:30am. Cost 
for lunch is $36 for guests and free for 2017 
members.

We are making many plans for next year 
and we are excited about our new ideas. Our 
meetings are always held on the third Tuesday 
in the month. We start our meetings with Arm 
chair aerobics with Ann Lawrence. 

We have our new membership cards 
for 2018. Contact Robert Hartley (2266)for 
membership and Ruth Amiabel (3801) for 
Transportation.

Join us for an evening of fun and inspiration on 
Monday January 8, 2018. The Annual Quadra 
Island Garden Club slide show is a delightful 
community event showcasing garden photos 
and stories of our own garden club members. 
This year’s slide show is created and directed 
by Jennifer Banks-Doll. 

The slide show starts at 7pm. Freshly 
popped organic popcorn and Lu’s home-made 
ice cream will be available. This is a casual and 
relaxing event with a 15-minute intermission 
that gives people time to meet and mingle.  

Everyone is welcome.  Admission for 
members is free and for non-members is only 
$3. For more info contact Lu at 2213.

PHOTO BY BRIAN KYLE: VISITORS ENJOYING THE STUDIO TOUR 
AT PERRIN SPARKS’ STUDI0

A Photo Tour of Quadra Gardens – with 
homemade icecream and fresh hot popcorn!

Knacker’s Yard at the Legion December 23!
Knacker’s Yard brings their unique brand of traditional Celtic music to the Legion. These guys are 
young men playing old music and have a repertoire spanning five centuries – inspired by Ewan 
MacColl, Shirley Collins, Luke Kelly, the Dubliners, Planxty and, of course, the Pogues. Songs 
of war, women and rebellion to raise a glass and stomp your feet to. The guys are super excited to 
play their first show on Quadra Island on December 23rd at the Quadra Legion, 1503 West Road, 
Heriot Bay. Tickets $15 at the door.
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THIS FALL, SALMON ENTERING the Village 
Bay Lake system were counted again as they 
have been for decades, providing long-term 
records of salmon escapement in Quadra’s 
largest watershed. But this year, instead of 
waiting for a gate to be opened and closed by 
volunteers, salmon were videotaped as they 
swam through a narrow chute at the fence, 
to be counted later by volunteers reviewing 
the footage. Members of the Quadra Island 
Salmon Enhancement Society have worked 
long and hard to research, design, and build a 
video monitoring system that would allow the 
salmon to pass through freely, day or night. 

And we are seeing a migration difference:  
this year the majority of the salmon swam 
through at night, although some do travel 
throughout the day. Previously, a gate was 
opened twice a day while volunteers counted 
the salmon. Salmon commonly face many 
natural obstacles returning to their spawning 
grounds, but QISES wanted to get keep 
getting valuable data without impeding their 
passage any further, especially with river otters 
constantly on the prowl. We may never know 
if otters took advantage of the previous fence 
system, but we do know they swam the length 
of the river, including around the fence. Video 
footage shows they continue to frequent the 
fence, providing amusing videos of sleek fat 
otter bodies swimming up or down the chute.

The video system makes viewing and 
identifying fish much easier, making for a 
more accurate count. When waters got high in 
previous Novembers, passing fish often looked 
much like passing shadows, making species ID 
fairly hopeless unless you could see the striking 
splotches of a spawny chum. With the current 
system, fish swim through a narrow chute 
covered in plexiglass along the top and one 
side, with a 45° mirror to provide a side view.  
The motion-triggered camera (mounted above 
the chute) records a short clip if any object or 
large movement passes its view. We thought 
we’d see a lot more ‘false positives’, but we 
haven’t had to count too many maple leaves 
– most of the video events are of salmonids, 
though we’ve also seen sculpins, crayfish, and 
one mink.

This year’s run hasn’t been a big one, 
with a total count of only 459 salmon, 70 of 
which were chum. The majority of Village Bay 
Creek’s chum spawn in the creek itself and 
never enter the lake system, and we did see 
several hundred spawning in the creek. We saw 
an unusual number of coho jacks; in fact, 236 

Land Act:
Notice of Intention to  

Apply for a Disposition of 
Crown Land

Take notice that I, North Island 
Communications Inc. from Campbell 
River, BC applied to the Ministry of Natural 
Resource Operations (FLNRO), Campbell 
River Natural Resource District, for a 
Licence of Occupation for Communication 
Site purpose situated on provincial Crown 
land located Quadra Island, approximately 
1km south of the end of Hope Spring Rd, 
1.2km Southwest of Heriot Bay and East 
of the Heriot Ridge Trails on a mountain 
ridge.
The Land File Number that has been 
established for this application is 1414583. 
Written comments concerning this 
application should be directed to: Land 
Officer, Campbell River Natural Resource 
District, Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations, 370 South 
Dogwood St. Campbell River, BC  V9W 
6Y5, or emailed to Sheri.Petrovcic@gov.
bc.ca
Be advised that any response to this 
advertisement will be considered part of the 
public record.  Be advised that any response 
to this advertisement will be considered part 
of the public record.
Comments will be received by FLNRO up to 
6 January, 2018.  FLNRO may not be able 
to consider comments received after this date.  
Please visit our website: http://www.arfd.
gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.jsp and 
search the file number for more information.

QISES Sets Up New Video System for Counting Salmon

SALMON ENHANCEMENT NEWS

of the total count were jacks. Although jacks 
are usually precocious males which return 
a year early to spawn and die with an earlier 
run, apparently ‘jills’, precocious females, do 
exist. We are hoping some of these small coho 
are indeed female, but we have not confirmed 
the gender of any of these smaller coho, which 
were all still quite bright and had not yet 
exhibited significant sexual dimorphism.  

Some very handsome sea run cutthroats 
also made an appearance. The salmon count 
ran from October 20th to December 1st, when 
we took down the camera after over a week of 
no sightings.

Many thanks to the tremendous efforts of 
the volunteers who got this system running.  
We have logged collectively nearly a thousand 
volunteer hours altogether. Particularly 
dedicated volunteers included Doug Biro and 
Doug Richardson, Frank Gleeson, Al Beattie, 
Larry Hafemeister, Lauren Miller, and other 
QISES members. Also big thanks to Campbell 
River Salmon Foundation for their assistance 
in funding, Gay Rogers and Hilary Stewart 
for their generous donations, Lawrie Bowles, 
Mark Wunsch and Mike Keeling for their 
consulting assistance, and Tru-Value Foods 
for their Spirit Board program, and to all the 
QISES supporters who have helped make this 
ground-breaking project a reality.

Stay tuned for additional articles on total 
salmon counts for other Quadra streams. We 
also posted some photos of the salmon on the 
Quadra Salmon Eco-Centre Facebook page, 
and hope to share video clips as well. We are 
putting together a public presentation on this 
project, and look forward to sharing more with 
you soon.
–Lauren Miller

Leeches kill chum in 
Hyacinthe Creek
A LARGE NUMBER OF CHUM this year 
have succumbed to the parasitic attacks of 
freshwater leeches in Hyacinthe Creek. Bill 
Dubois noticed pre-spawn chum as well as 
spawned-out chum covered in the small black 
leeches, and contacted some members of 
QISES as well as other concerned citizens.  
The leeches have been tentatively identified 
(by photograph and behaviour) as a salmonid 
leech Piscicola salmositica. Slower swimmers, 
especially spawned-out dying fish, usually 
get the brunt of the leeches, but according 

to Hyacinthe Creek residents, they seem to 
be killing even bright, pre-spawn chum.  For 
some reason chum seem to be more sensitive 
than coho.

Salmon-specific leeches are a natural 
phenomenon, but are unusual in these 
numbers. While leeches aren’t typically fatal 
to salmon, in high numbers they can cause 
anaemia, and in some cases can transmit a 
blood-dwelling parasite, Cryptobia sp., also 
not typically lethal, but possibly damaging in 
combination with other stress factors.

ARTICLE CONTINUES ON PAGE 15
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Quadra Circle News

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Islanders Protest Blood Water in Browns Bay  
ON SUNDAY DECEMBER 3RD, Hereditary 
Chief George Quocksister Jr. of the 
Laichwiltach Nation made a callout to First 
Nations, environmentalists and concerned 
peoples to respectfully demonstrate in front 

of the Browns Bay Packing Company’s farmed 
salmon processing plant near Campbell River.

The previous week Tavish Campbell had 
taken footage of the farmed fish blood water 
spewing from the company’s processing pipe, 
which tested positive for the dangerous PRV 
virus. The video went viral.

Many islanders responded by gathering at 
Browns Bay this past Sunday to demand that 
farmed fish and fish effluent be tested for the 
PRV virus prior to release into coastal waters 
– as Fisheries Minister Dominic LeBlanc 
had been ordered to do by the courts, but on 
which he has taken no action. 

During the protest Angela Koch noted 
that “the salmon farmers and Gary Marty 
[the senior pathologist at the Animal Health 
Centre] were saying piscine reovirus has 
always been in Canadian fish and doesn’t 

HELLO MY FELLOW QUADRA 
ISLANDERS! It’s been a while since my last 
article and so much has happened so I thought 
I’d give you all an update on the current real 
estate market here on Quadra Island. I’m 
writing this article on December 5th so if any 
sales happen before it hits the next edition of 
the DI my numbers may be slightly skewed, 
but here we go. Since January 1st, 2017 a total 
of 37 properties sold on Quadra Island. This 
is significantly lower than last year (2016) 
when 50 properties were sold. Out of the 
37 sales, 13 of them were bare land, 12 were 
inland homes, 7 were view homes, and 6 were 
waterfront homes. 

of these sold in 4 days! For the view homes 
prices ranged from $231,000 to $670,000 with 
an average sale price of $450,000 and 133 days 
on the market. And for the waterfront homes, 
there was 1 lakefront and 5 oceanfront that 
sold and the oceanfront ones ranged from 
$400,000 to $684,500 with an average price of 
$531,400 and 51 DOM. A couple of these ones 
sold in 6 days.

As for prices, these are going up due to 
low inventory as well as influences from the 
big island that send a ripple effect towards 
us. There are quite a few discouraged buyers 
hanging around Quadra Island right now 
desperate for land as well as homes under 
$500,000 (hint hint) so if you were thinking of 
selling now is a great time! They are waiting 
for new listings and there just haven’t been 
any in awhile! 

Anyone interested in stats from Vancouver 
Island? The situation is still a bit dire for 
buyers due to record low inventory. There’s 
still very little for sale and this is driving 
up prices and creating bidding wars on the 
more affordable homes. If you want a home 
there you will want to act fast if you find one 
you like. As a result of the lack of lots (and 
lack of builders) the average house price on 
a rolling average basis (last 12 months vs 
previous 12 months) is up 18% from $342,600 
to $405,500. The average price for the month 
of November was $424,700 vs $333,900 - an 
outrageous 27% increase over the same month 
as last year. It would be a fantastic time to 
be a builder right now if you could get lots. I 
believe that all the east coast communities will 
start to address the lack of lot supply. However 
Campbell River has a competitive advantage 
as it has adequate infrastructure to support 
a dramatic increase in population. Two 
of the most important items are water 
and sewer. With regards to water they are 
fortunate to have an unlimited reservoir and 
it is all gravity fed. Also when the city built 
the sewer plant north of town it was sized 
for a population of 50,000.  It also has great 
parks, a new hospital, and other infrastructure 
that makes the area an extremely attractive 
destination. Plus so close to Quadra Island! So 
we should definitely see more people moving 
here over time. 

I get monthly stats from the Vancouver 
Island Real Estate Board as well as my office 
so if you would like reports emailed to you 
from time to time, sign up for my newsletter. 
Give me a call at 250.203.8652 or email me at 
renee@quadraisland.ca to sign up.
– Renée Stone, RE/MAX Check Realty

The average price for a lot was $330,000 
but three of them were huge parcels (26 to 
85 acres) so if we ignore those ones it brings 
the price to an average of $224,000. Not bad 
considering there are only 4 lots for sale in 
Campbell River right now and they are small 
city lots for $205,000 and up plus GST! Prices 
ranged from $75,000 to $830,000. The average 
number of days on the market (DOM) for a 
lot was 193 days, however one lot took 2 years 
to sell so if we ignore that one it brings the 
average DOM to 156 days. For the 12 inland 
homes sale prices ranged from $240,000 
to $575,000 with an average sale price of 
$387,000 and 59 days on the market. A couple 

Quadra Island Real Estate Update  

come from their farmed fish – but it appears 
that their science was not only sloppy, it also 
cannot be replicated. Also noteworthy is that 
the study was paid for by the industry. Marty’s 
lab is now under investigation.”

A new study corroborates 
others that the PRV in BC is a 
Norwegian disease brought here 
in fish eggs many years ago; that it 
affects the hearts of the fish; and 
that it is highly contagious to wild 
fish stocks, our own wild salmon 
included, which are severely 
threatened. The study concludes 
that “the longer-term presence of 
PRV in BC prior to 2001 has not 
been adequately described and 
that the evidence that the virus was 

introduced from Norway is more robust than 
the hypothesis that PRV is endemic to the 
eastern Pacific Ocean.”

Says Alexandra Morton, “While DFO 
suggests that piscine reovirus was here before 
the salmon farming industry, we’ve shown 
that they don’t actually have the evidence to 
support that claim. As well, Dr. Gary Marty 
has tried to argue that the virus doesn’t cause 
disease. The importance of this is that if they 
can argue that the virus does not harm wild 
salmon and is not Norwegian, the industry 
can keep putting infected farm salmon into 
BC marine waters, which is exactly what 
Minister of Fisheries Dominc LeBlanc is 
allowing them to do – even fighting me in 
court for the second time to make it so. This is 
one of the most dangerous things ever done to 
the wild salmon of North America.”
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Mt Seymour:
Beyond Logging
MANY RESIDENTS AND VISITORS TO 
Quadra Island have made Nugedzi Lake one 
of the most popular destinations of Quadra’s 
trails. Hikers and mountain bikers can push 
themselves beyond the lake up to the summit 
of Mount Seymour. There is also a short ridge 
trail with a viewpoint to Seymour Narrows.

From the Hyacinthe Bay Road access and 
trail head, a key attraction on the trail is a one 
hectare secluded valley. In the valley are eight 
remaining ancient Douglas Fir and Red Cedar 
trees which date back to the 1500s.

What is the background to the name 
Nugedzi? It’s not Spanish and it’s not English.
In 1992 the We Wai Kai elders were invited 
to conduct a Blessing Ceremony in the 
dedication of the trail. They were more than 
honoured to participate. As they were ‘senior 
aged’, the long, steep walk up the three 
kilometre trail would have been impossible! 
They were transported up to the lake by 
helicopter, the modern day Thunderbird!

Ray Grigg composed this poem for the 
official recognition of Nugedzi trail in 1992. 
– Rod Burns
(‘Nugedzi’ is reprinted with permission
from the author)

LOOKING BACK ON QUADR A

Nugedzi
How long have you been here, Nugedzi, 
        on this big mountain? 
                A hundred, maybe a thousand generations? 
It’s a long time. 
                Too long to remember with the brief breathing of thoughts. 
In some younger time, the great Earth warmed and heaved. 
                The mountain sighed and rose up, 
And the clear blood of your water pooled and rested 
                 before searching its seaward way by stream. 
On this big mountain, Nugedzi, 
        before our longest memories awoke from shadowed dreams, 
Some great heartbeat pulsed your dark water to overflowing, 
                 And filled the waiting land below with seas and fishes, 
with listening trees and speaking winds. 
                 And all the living creatures moved in celebration, 
and Raven flew above to honour you. 
In Earth’s slow time, the dust of people blew here, 
                 When you, Nugedzi, were new and fresh on this big mountain place. 
Beneath your high water, life danced and blessed itself. 
                 And on these hard shores, rooted in your ancient knowing, 
A sentinel of trees grew slowly old, beside your sacred waiting. 
        Your dark water is also our dark blood, waiting for our remembering. 
Somewhere deep in our stone bones, we remember, Nugedzi, 
                we remember. 
We know the time before time when wisdom grew out of Earth, 
and watered mountains and lands with blessing. 
                We know, Nugedzi, we know. 
But we have forgotten, except when our thoughtless bones think stone. 
        Our fast time cannot wait for your slow wisdom, so we get lost by forgetting. 
Now we return, like lost children coming home to elders, 
                Waiting for the patient and ancient truth we always knew. 
We remember, Nugedzi, we remember. 
        This is why we have come. 
        Wait here for us, 
                So we do not forget again.

PHOTO BY PHIL STONE

ARTICLE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 
Salmonid leeches are known to occur 

periodically in some waterways, with higher 
populations in some years. Their populations 
tend to increase over the spawning season, 
as host numbers increase. Perhaps we could 
be seeing more leeches due to higher water 
temperatures?

 If anyone knows of other creeks and 
rivers where this is occurring, please get in 
touch with QISES members so we can follow 
up on this and learn more about it. We’ve 
heard that Nitinat is having a ‘banner year’ 
this year, but that they usually have some 
occurrence in the chum. Also, if anyone 
has university or other contacts who might 
be interested in examining the leeches (for 
example, we could have them tested to see if 
they are carrying Cryptobia parasites), please 
contact QISES. Bill DuBois has preserved 
some in his freezer, but if we want any fresh 
samples, we’ll have to act soon!
– Lauren Miller
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Help Wanted

THE DI CLASSI FI EDS

WAYPOINT SIGNS
Signs, Picture Framing and simple 
Engraving at Waypoint Signs beside 
Quadra Builders. Tuesday to Thursday, 
9 to noon, 1 to 4pm. Appointments 
possible to suit your schedule. Friendly, 
efficient, personalized service.
Quality products at affordable rates. 
250.285.2815 info@waypointsigns.com

Shops

Home & Garden
AUTUMN GARDEN RENOVATIONS 
Certified horticulturist and passionate 
gardener Ryan Nassichuk is now 
taking bookings for October and 
November. This is the perfect time of 
year to improve, expand, or create the 
garden of your dreams. Ryan works in 
ornamental, food, and mixed gardens. 
Soil testing, winter pruning, and 
consultation services also available. 
Call 250.202.2326 or email nassichuk@
gmail.com for more information. 

Services

ROOFING
Metal, cedar, asphalt shingles and flat 
roof installations by Red Seal Certified 
roofer. Quality work with the best 
workmanship warranty. Insured
company and WCB covered. 
Call JAVA ROOFING at 250 204 2638 

RAIN GUTTERS
Hedefine Contracting Ltd. is back on the 
gutters. Please call us to book today.  
5" K style with lots of colour options. 
Call us today 250.285.2866

NEXT AD DEADLINE: 
Monday, April 11

DI CLASSI FI EDS

Up to 35 words: $25 
(including tax) - one time
36 to 70 words: $45 
(including tax) - one time

Email or drop off your ad 
with payment at 701 Cape 
Mudge Rd, or at Inspirations

You can also pay online at 
discoveryislander.ca

Questions? Email  
news@discoveryislands.ca

NEXT AD DEADLINE: 
Monday, December 18

Heriot Bay Tides

 
DATE     TIME PST	 m.	 ft.

08	 02:35	 0.9	 3.0
Friday 	 10:07	 5.2	 17.1
	 16:24	 3.2	 10.5
	 20:34	 3.9	 12.8

09	 03:25	 1.3	 4.3
Saturday 	10:56	 5.1	 16.7
	 17:32	 3	 9.8
	 21:56	 3.7	 12.1

10	 04:18	 1.7	 5.6
Sunday 	 11:43	 5	 16.4
	 18:35	 2.6	 8.5
	 23:33	 3.5	 11.5

11	 05:16	 2.2	 7.2
Monday 	 12:28	 4.9	 16.1
	 19:33	 2.3	 7.5

12	 01:11	 3.6	 11.8
Tuesday 	 06:24	 2.6	 8.5
	 13:10	 4.8	 15.7
	 20:23	 1.9	 6.2

13	 02:39	 3.8	 12.5
Wed.	 07:38	 3	 9.8
	 13:49	 4.7	 15.4
	 21:07	 1.7	 5.6

14	 03:54	 4.1	 13.5
Thursday 	08:48	 3.2	 10.5
	 14:25	 4.7	 15.4
	 21:45	 1.4	 4.6

15	 04:53	 4.4	 14.4
Friday 	 09:51	 3.4	 11.2
	 14:59	 4.6	 15.1
	 22:20	 1.3	 4.3

16	 05:41	 4.6	 15.1
Saturday 	10:48	 3.6	 11.8
	 15:31	 4.5	 14.8
	 22:53	 1.1	 3.6

17	 06:23	 4.8	 15.7
Sunday 	 11:39	 3.7	 12.1
	 16:03	 4.4	 14.4
	 23:24	 1.1	 3.6

18	 07:00	 4.9	 16.1
Monday 	 12:25	 3.7	 12.1
	 16:36	 4.4	 14.4
	 23:56	 1	 3.3

19	 07:35	 5	 16.4
Tuesday 	 13:07	 3.7	 12.1
	 17:11	 4.3	 14.1

20	 00:29	 1	 3.3
Wed.	 08:08	 5	 16.4
	 13:49	 3.7	 12.1
	 17:49	 4.2	 13.8

21	 01:03	 1.1	 3.6
Thursday 	08:42	 5	 16.4
	 14:33	 3.6	 11.8
	 18:30	 4.1	 13.5

22	 01:39	 1.2	 3.9
Friday 	 09:16	 4.9	 16.1
	 15:22	 3.5	 11.5
	 19:17	 3.9	 12.8

QUADRA ISLAND RECREATION 
SOCIETY SEEKS CONTRACT 
GROUNDS PERSON
Instructions to applicants:
Quadra Rec. Society is calling for a 
contract grounds maintenance person
The Following is included in the 
application package:
List of duties and tasks required  
Length of contract
Yearly allotted budget
Applications WILL BE RECEIVED 
NO LATER THAN 2 PM ON FRIDAY 
DEC 1st
Applicants will need to be able to 
provide: 
WCB number/coverage 
 Must have proof of liability insurance
MUST be able to provide all of their 
own equipment
Quadra Rec. Society reserves the 
right to accept or reject any or all 
applications without explanation.  The 
contract will not automatically go to 
the lowest bidder
Please email:  info@quadrarec.bc.ca 
to receive a contract / application 
package
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SHOP
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Your Resident Quadra Island Realtor®

Heidi Ridgway

www.QuadraIslandRealEstate.com

 
 

 

 
 
 

Asking $235,000

Successfully selling real estate on Quadra Island since 1995

tel
cell

New Listing Un�nished home on 14.9 acres close 
to fresh water lakes and the ocean! 
Main level entry home is to lock up 
and is ready for your �nishing 
touches! The main �oor has been 
framed and includes some almost 
new kitchen cabinets. Close to the 
a�ordable moorage at the new 
Government Dock in Granite Bay. 


