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Happy Holidays!
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Before the House rose for the holidays, 
North Island-Powell River paid a visit 
to Speaker Anthony Rota to deliver a 

bottle of whiskey from Shelter Point Distillery. 
The award winning single malt was not just 
holiday gift purchased from a local producer 
in Blaney’s riding, it was also an invitation for 
Rota to consider Shelter Point for the House 
of Commons Speaker’s Selection.
Beginning in 2003, it has become tradition 
for the Speaker of the House to convene a 
blind tasting and select a single malt whiskey 
which is given a distinct label and packaging 
and made available to MPs and Senators (on a 
cost recovery basis) for a unique and limited 
edition gift. Since then there have been six 
different Speaker’s Selections released, all 
coming from the United Kingdom. Glen 
Breton from Nova Scotia was included in a 
blind tasting by former speaker Geoff Regan 
but it was not selected.

“Shelter Point is a great local business who 
not only win international awards for their 
product, but they contribute significantly to 
our community,” said Blaney. 
In the early days of the pandemic, small 
distillers like Shelter Point near Campbell 
River and Wayward in the Comox Valley 
shifted their business to produce much needed 
sanitizer, providing it free to many community 
groups and agencies.
“I want to take this opportunity to highlight 
that there are so many local companies and 
products that we should be proud of, and 
that benefit our communities far beyond just 
the products and services that they sell,” said 
Blaney. “I encourage us all to support them 
and shop local during the holiday season and 
always. And the same goes for the House of 
Commons and federal government.”

 Blaney Wants the Speaker of the House to Shop Local
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open seven days a week:
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Thank you 
Quadra Islanders!

 we are truly
grateful for your 
support during
this memorable 

year
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New hours starting January 3

New hours starting January 3

NEXT DEADLINE: Monday, January 3

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8:30AM TO 6PM + SATURDAY 9AM TO 5PM

ISLE TECH
YOUR ISLAND AUTO CARE CENTRE

250-285-3100

Happy Holidays
and the Very Best
in the New Year

We look forward
to serving you 

in 2022

serving Quadra 

since 1982

Mitch 
and 

the crew
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Quadra Island Medical Clinic

phone 250.285.3540 •  fax 250.285.3549 • 654 Harper Rd, Q Cove 

Dr Steve Hughes CCFP MRCGP
and Pat Peterson NP
• Please phone  250 285 3540 for an appointment  
• Open Monday to Friday, 9 am to 4 pm
• We see patients by appointment only (no walk-ins)

• Lab & ECG by appointment only Wed & Fri, 7am to 11am
• Book blood tests online at v2.waitwhile.com/book/Quadralab

Well, it certainly is a seasonal scene out there in our coastal 
paradise, frosty shimmering, the crunch of cold snow and 

bundled up patrons patiently waiting at the post office door!
While the chaos and higher stakes of events in the wider world play 
out it’s a good time to reflect on the blessings we have here in British 
Columbia and especially on Quadra Island. While there are and always 
will be challenges I sincerely hope we can keep our community spirit 
alive and well and have compassion and empathy for our neighbours.
Quadra has always been evolving of course, but I can’t help feeling that 
we are approaching a major crossroads that is about to see a generational 
change that will have implications into the decades ahead.  It seems as if 
a dagger is drawing ever nearer to the golden-egg-laying-goose. 
But for now, the sun has turned the corner, the days are getting longer 
and there is hope we can come together to keep Quadra the happy and 
vibrant rural place we call home.
I wish you all a very happy festive season. My deepest gratitude to all the 
supporters of the Discovery Islander, and thanks to all the contributors 
who help keep the ink hitting the paper, well them and pressman Chris 
Thompson who gets a special shout out. Have a great 2022!!                       
- Philip Stone

PUBLISHERS NOTES
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Publisher/Editor Philip Stone

The DI is published every two weeks. 
Our current edition and upcoming 

deadlines are online:  
www.discoveryislander.ca

CONTACT US
email news@discoveryislands.ca

phone 250 285 2234
mail PO Box 280 Quathiaski Cove

BC V0P 1N0
office 701 Cape Mudge Road

hours Monday – Thursday
10am to 4pm

Opinions expressed in this magazine 
are those of the contributors and are 

not the views of the publisher. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
We welcome items for publica-
tion on subjects of interest to the 
Discovery Islands community.  
Here are a few guidelines:
• 300 words is an ideal length for 
community announcements.
• Articles do not need to be sent as 
attachments. Simply send the text 
in the body of your email.
• Canadian spelling is preferred.
• Please use the title of your item 
in the email subject line. We get a 
lot of items called 'DI Article'.
• Remember to include credits 
and captions for photos & artwork.

WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO INCLUDE 
ALL ITEMS SUBMITTED, ERRORS AND

ACCIDENTAL OMISSIONS MAY OCCUR.

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS
Are available for delivery in Canada  

by mail $90 for 12 months

Local Voluntary Subscriptions are 
welcome to help support the DI, 

suggested: $30 per calendar year
Find more details online at

www.DiscoveryIslander.ca

COPYRIGHT 2021
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

NEXT DEADLINE
7pm Monday, January 3

for publication on  
Friday, January 7, 2022

RRdiscove   y
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Time to Get Onboard...
Put your business where 
customers are looking

To reserve your space  
email:   news@discoveryislands.ca

www.discoveryislands.ca/advertising

For island businesses relying 
on tourist trade, this is your 
complete, locally-produced 
advertising solution. 

Upcoming Deadlines:
Guide to the Discovery Islands 
28 February, 2022

Quadra Island Map-Brochure 
28 February, 2022

Web Site Advertising 
Ongoing- Anytime

For more information

Campbell River 
Genealogy
Campbell River Genealogy 
Society January Meeting
Join the Campbell River 
Genealogy Society for its first 
regular meeting of 2022. 
Thursday -January 6th – Jennifer 
Butler will talk about researching 
her book “Boom or Bust: 
Resilient Women of Telegraph 
Cove “ ,including her own family 
members who helped shape 
Telegraph Cove. 
This will be a zoom meeting held 
at 7pm. Everyone is welcome 
and to join us go https://www.
crgenealogysociety.ca/ for your 
zoom invitation.  

At The Legion!  
We have just received a new 
shipment of hoodies & t-shirts, 
with an assortment of colours, 
just in time for Christmas!  On 
Sun. Dec. 26Th & on Sat. Jan. 
1st from 5-7pm we are having 
our meat draw, kitchen will also 
be open!  We are planning a 
New years eve games & snack 
night, starting at 7:30.  This year 
has had its challenges and we 
want to take this time to thank 
everyone for the continued 
support!  Hopefully next year 
will bring better times.  From all 
of us at the Legion;  Best wishes 
for a wonderful holiday season & 
Happy New Year!

Market Thanks
We want to thank everyone 
who came out in the weather 
for the Winter Markets and all 
the vendors and all those who 
helped out to make the 2 markets 
a success you were all much 
appreciated and we truly felt the 
love and local support!! 
Have a safe and Happy Holiday!!
Doris, Lisa and Jim (Winter 
Market/21)

NORTH ISLAND SURVIVORS’ 
HEALING SOCIETY          

CALL 250-287-3325

Professional individual counselling  
by appointment. Ages 5+

Trauma & Abuse 
Counselling Centre

250.203.8652

ReneeStone@QuadraIsland.ca

Renée Stone

Happy Holidays to One and All!

Here’s wishing you and your’s a very happy
wrap to the year and the very best of

 health and happiness for 2022.
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Way to Go
JOIN US on the third Monday of the month 
for conversations about death and dying, 
7:15 to 8:45 pm, QCC Rm. 3, including a time 
of sharing, short business, presentation & 
discussion. Bring proof of vaccination, mask, 
and a twoonie for the rental. Info 285-3298. 

Mark your new calendars for meetings on Jan. 
17 (topic: The Moment of Death), Feb. 21, 
Mar. 21, & Apr. 18, and a return of the Death 
Education Fair on Sun. Jan. 23 at 1 pm. To 
help with the fair, email margaret.verschuur@
gmail.com.

Steve’s Free Money
STEVE MOORE, a wonderful poet and activist 
on Quadra Island,  started Free Money some 
years ago. He died  too soon. We have tried 
to continue this monthly free money albeit 
somewhat irregularly  during Covid, and 
not during the summer months. Originally, 
it happened  the first Wed.  of the month at 
the Community Centre before Community 
Lunch.
Thank you to all who have donated and 
continue to do so. The Quadra Community 
Credit Union accepts donations to the Free 
Money Association.
For more information please phone 285.2434.

Clinic Christmas Closure
Quadra Island Medical Clinic will be closed 
from Noon on Friday December 24th until 
9AM on Wednesday 29th December.
The Cove Pharmacy will be closed at the same 
time - so we wanted to remind everyone to 
order their medication refills well in advance 
please.

Studio Tour 
Call For Artists
After a two year hiatus, the Quadra Studio 
Tour is returning! The dates for this popular 
event are June 5th and 6th, 2022. All Quadra 
Island artists are invited to participate. 
Application forms are available to pick up 
at Inspirations in the Cove. The deadline to 
submit is January 15. This is your chance to 
show your art and studio to an eager public 
and it’s also a great motivator. For artists who 
don’t have a suitable studio, the Community 
Centre will be a venue option. For more 
information phone 250-285-3101

Quadra Island Outdoor Club
Upcoming Events
 It certainly has been wintry and looks to 
continue that way.  Mt. Washington has 
amazing snow for this early in the season.  The 
Outdoor Club winter schedule is developing 
well and we have trips scheduled into January.  
There are a great variety of outings planned 
and we will remain flexible with the weather.  
The mix of hiking includes classic and new 
destinations chosen with winter weather in 
mind.  Here are the upcoming trips:
29 Dec, Wednesday - hike a Village Bay Lake 
loop
5 Jan, Wednesday - hike on Quinsam River 
trails
12 Jan, Wednesday - hike a Morte Lake loop
19 Jan, Wednesday - snow sports near Mt. 
Washington
Most of these outings have trip details 
available on the webpage by visiting 
https://qioutdoorclub.org/schedule-fall-
winter-2021-22/ 
For more information about the Quadra 
Island Outdoor Club, you can email to 
qioutdoorclub@gmail.com
All the best for the holidays and best wishes 
for the new year.

Merry Christmas everyone! 
I wish you all peace and love for the coming 
year and beyond. 
I said in my last Report that it would be my 
last for the year, but conditions have changed 
and could change again before you read 
this. I am only going to share the following 
news release from the Province since it is so 
important for you to all be aware of. That’s it, 
other then, once again, my wishes for you to 
have a safe and wonderful holiday season. 
Jim Abram
Director, Area C, SRD
Please read the following: https://www2.
gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/info/
restrictions#pho-order

Your HBI
New hours starting January 3.
HBI Front Desk - Open Friday - Monday 
10am - 3pm; ClOSED Tuesday & Thursday
Fuel Dock - OPEN two days/week 
Wednesday & Saturdays 11am - 3pm
HBI PUB - OPEN 7 days a week Cooking 
1pm - 7pm
Heron’s Dining Room - CLOSED
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QuadraIsland.ca

Find your way 
around online...

ISLAND FORUM

Preschool Program
For 2.5 to 5 years

(Toilet training not required)

7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Monday to Friday

250-285-3511
Please inquire about government subsidies

Find us online
quadrachildrenscentre.weebly.com

School Age Program
Quadra Juniors 

Kindergarten to Grade 2
Quadra Peaks Grade 3-5

Before School Care Program 
K-Grade 5

New Year Twenty Two
Goodbye twenty one, hello twenty two,
Will this New Year bring a new world view.
What new disasters are on our horizon?
Which covid charts must we keep our eyes on ?
Between crisis and chaos can we make a distinction
Will we be the architects of our own extinction ?
The end of the world is not in our plans,
But the balance of nature is in our hands.
We can heal the earth, we can clean up the seas
To the planets future we hold the keys.
Change our ways and we change the world,
New possibilities will always unfurl.
May twenty twenty two be a year of action,
Of goodwill, good work and participation.
Let the world come together for the greater good
Let us do all the things that we know we should.
Sweep out the old year of plagues and storms,
Bring in  twenty two like the world is reborn.
So Happy New Year, welcome what’s new,
Let go of the old, let the sun shine through.
Ann McLean

POETRY

Letter to the Editor:
This is in response to Mr. Abram’s article in 
your Issue 768, dated Nov 26/21 in regards to 
the upcoming Community Public Hearing.
Mr. Abram has announced  “This is now 
scheduled for Jan 18/21 at 7pm at the 
Community Centre with all COVID restrictions 
in place; masks to be worn at all times, physical 
distancing and Vaccination Cards ARE 
Mandatory at the door.  There will be security 
guards checking cards at the door and only one 
way into the building.”
It appears once again that Mr. Abram is 
spreading incorrect information in regards to 
his misinterpretation of the (PHO) Provincial 
Health Officers Orders for the Province.  This 
was the same for the Ferries.   
From conversations and emails with/from 
the Deputy Ministers Office and the SRD 
Manager, it has been confirmed that no 
vaccine status is required and will not be 
asked at the door.  
The SRD also confirmed that there will be 
no security coverage at this meeting, as 
this is actually a SRD hearing and they did 
not authorize this service nor is it required.  
Representatives from the SRD will also be 
in attendance.  Everyone is welcome and 
encouraged to attend the hearing as it affects 
all residents.  Anyone that has 'any' issues 
or concerns pertaining to our community 
are asked to send them in letter form to the 
SRD Board of Directors and/or David Leitch 
CAO, directly.  As a matter of policy, all 
correspondence to the Board is received at 

their meetings, so is the best way to ensure 
a matter is discussed and part of the public 
record.
*Email rec'd from the Deputy Ministers office 
of Ministry of Municipal Affairs   Dec 16/21

Regarding proof of vaccination at the 
public hearing, local government business 
is currently exempt from the proof of 
vaccination requirement of the Provincial 
Health Officer’s Order (see section DD of the 
Order).
Alternatively, you may wish to contact staff at 
Strathcona Regional District, who would be 
able to provide you with specific details about 
the upcoming public hearing.
Sincerely,
Jaime Apolonio
Program Analyst
Governance and Structure Branch
Ministry of Municipal Affairs

*Email rec'd from the SRD - Meridith Starkey, 
Manager  Dec 17/21

Please be assured that the SRD will be 
adhering to the Public Health Orders (PHO) 
as issued by the Province. For public hearings, 
the current PHO requires attendees to wear 
masks and maintain 3m (6 ft) distances 
from each other; however, vaccination is not 
required and vaccination status will not be 
checked at the door. Public hearings are an 
opportunity for the public to provide Planning 
staff and the Area Director with comments 
related to a specific land use application, 
either in person or in writing. In this case, 
there will also be an option to attend the 
hearing and provide comment virtually. 
Following the hearing, staff will summarize 
comments received for the SRD Board of 
Directors, who will then approve or deny the 
application.
I hope that helps, but please be in touch with 
any additional questions or concerns.
Have a wonderful holiday!
Meredith Starkey
Strathcona Regional District
Manager, Planning and Parks

We also want to send a shout out to Joshua 
Jakabosky for your response to Mr. Abram 
write-up. This is what made us dig a little 
deeper into the legitimacy of his meeting 
restrictions, so thank you.
K. Horton
B. Girdlestone
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ISLAND FORUM

Welcome
THE HERIOT BAY INN is welcoming

For free inspiration
call Blaine Smith
250.202.6299 
quadrablaine@gmail.com

O�ering Quadra's most diverse 
set of building skills... 
Let us manage all your 
home improvement dreams.

Winter is here...

Call Frank today for an appointment to protect
your investment and peace of mind next season

Time to winterize your boat and motor

Quadra’s OCP 
Needs Review
Dear fellow Quadra Islanders,
Several months ago I wrote a letter regarding 
changes on the island and a suggestion that a 
review process of the OCP would be prudent. 
With two upcoming public hearings on 
developments that do not meet the terms 
of the current plan, I do believe a review 
is absolutely necessary to establish firm 
guidelines on future development. 
With significant changes occurring on the 
island in recent years and further changes no 
doubt forthcoming, I believe it is better to be 
proactive and have an updated vision of what 
we would like future development on Quadra 
Island to look like. 
From ferry overloads, lack of suitable 
accommodation for our service industry 
employees, a changing demographic in our 
population, rising property values making 
it difficult for young families to move here, 
questions about water, lack of rentals due to 
an increase in vacation rentals and more, we 
have a lot to look at. 
I encourage all islanders to get involved to 
the best of their abilities. Whether attending 
the upcoming public meetings in January 
and speaking and/or submitting a written 
statement or writing to the regional district 
(cc regional director), it is very important to 
make our voices heard. If we don’t, then we 
risk losing control over so many important 
issues that could affect our quality of life here 
on Quadra significantly. 
A review of the Official Community Plan 
should be the first step before any further 
considerations regarding development outside 
the current OCP occur. Get involved, it’s your 
future.
Respectfully, 
David Oldroyd

There seems to be some misunderstanding and 
misinformation contained in the letter of Dec. 
10th, suggesting that I “make decisions based in 
fear”.  Please go back and read the letter.
If one goes back to the Regional Director’s 
Report in Issue #768, it should be apparent that 
I am sharing information with the public on the 
latest info available at that time. Local Govt’s 
are allowed to exceed the requirements in the 
Order if it is for the health and safety of the 
public in their area. That is what was being done 
at the time. In addition, the Quadra Community 
Centre is wholly owned by the SRD and extra 
precaution was being exercised at that time. The 
same as at Strathcona Gardens, another SRD 
owned recreation centre. As I am sure most of 
you have seen in the news how people at many 
types of establishments are being assaulted for 
trying to keep people safe, so passing on the job 
of checking Vaccination cards to professionals 
seemed the safest way to go, rather than possibly 
put QICC staff in harm’s way 
There were no rights being restricted at that time 
and members of the public had a multitude of 
choices to provide input to the SRD. They did not 
need to attend the hearings in person. The SRD 
has gone to a great deal of effort to make it easy to 
submit, electronically, by phone, and in writing.
Two main points of my Director’s philosophy, 
for those that might not be aware, have always 
been, “Local control of local issues” and “Public 
participation”. I have never strayed from that 
and never will.That’s why I was elected and 
I continue to protect all that is good about 
Quadra using those two simple philosophies.
The last part of the letter is a very incorrect 
statement and if you go to Issue #763 on Sept 
13 you will see that I DID my research and 
homework before making a statement about 
needing a Vaccination card on Ferries. The 
announcement  that was made by the Federal 
Govt. included planes, trains, busses, public 
transit and ferries… I immediately  called the 

head of BCFS, Marc Collins in Victoria, prior 
to writing what I did to verify this statement. 
His comments to me were that it looked like 
it was true at that time. (Prior to my report). 
So, I did my homework and got it from the top 
source. The requirement was later changed after 
negotiation between the Feds and Ferries. I gave 
you to the info that was available at the time.
The people that will “inherit this island” (as 
stated by the author of that letter) should do 
their homework concerning what has been 
accomplished in the last 34 years for this island 
and for them to enjoy before making comments 
like “It is past time to hang up the mantle, Jim”.  
Regional Directors are not mayors and they do 
not have a” mantle” to hang up. Once upon a 
time I was given a name tag! That is all we get!
I hope this helps to clarify some of the issues 
raised in that letter.
Last but not least by any means, Our PHO, 
Dr. Bonnie Henry, will be making significant 
announcements in the next hour on mainstream 
media. Listen in and see where we might be headed.
The two public hearings that were mentioned in 
the previous letter are major developments that 
I have worked hard to get to the public arena for 
many months. As it is now, they are scheduled 
for 7 pm at the QICC on Jan. 18th (Shellinck - 
Gowland Views) and on Jan 19th (Quadra Links 
- RV sites at golf course.)
That is the current plan but please be advised 
that I have been in conversation with our Chief 
Administrative Officer and that as the COVID 
situation evolves, these dates could be changed. 
We have not seen the written Order nor follow 
up from the Ministry. Things could change!
This will all be dealt with at our next Board 
meeting on Jan. 12th. Stand by.
Thanks very much to the Editor of the 
Discovery Islander for providing this forum to 
exchange information.
Jim Abram

Clarification Re: Letter Of Dec. 10, 2021 - Issue 769
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RV Site Proposal
The Board of Directors of Quadra Links Golf 
Course (QLGC) reviewed the comments 
regarding the proposed Recreational Vehicle 
Site in issue 769 of the Discovery Islander 
and we would like to take this opportunity to 
clear up the misinformation and inaccurate 
statements.
The business plan is to link golf packages with 
those staying in the RV Site. We anticipate 
the average stay will be 3-5 days. The RV site 
will be open seasonally when the golf course 
is open. Public play is normally May through 
September, weather dependent.
The proposal is for 30 RV sites, with the first 
20 to be built in phase one of the development.  
The 5 acre site is parallel to Heriot Bay Road, 
just north of the entrance to the golf course.  
There will be a 10 meter fully forested set 
back from the road so that it will not be visible 
from Heriot Bay Road.  The entire design and 
concept of the RV Site is to ensure minimum 
impact to neighbouring properties.  The RV 
Site will be low density by provincial standards 
with individual sites being a minimum of 35 
feet by 75 feet.  This will allow for green space 
ad privacy between each site.
The sites will be serviced with water, hydro, 
and a full septic system.  The original 
application was sent out for referrals to 
numerous groups for comment.  Based on 
the comments received from VIHA, we are 
working with a Qualified Professional to 
design an engineered septic system.  The drain 
field will be in the driving range.
The decision has been made to have a comfort 
station with shower facilities and toilets.  This 
will include low flow showers and low volume 
flush for the toilets.  The wastewater will be 
directed into the engineered septic system.
The wetland will continue to be protected by 
the required setbacks.
The access road to the campsites will have a 
crushed rock surface and will not be dusty.
The golf course installed a fire hydrant that 
has been accessible to the fire department 
since the course was constructed.  The golf 
course irrigation system is capable of providing 
high volume to the fire department’s pumper 
trucks.  The hydrant is within 200 meters of the 
proposed RV site, and to our knowledge there 
is no other fire hydrant on Quadra Island.
We received early comments and concerns 
about individual fire pits, so there will be no 
individual fire pits.  There will be a central 

fire pit that will be controlled by seasonal fire 
restrictions.
There will be a full-time employee on 
site, responsible for managing the site and 
enforcing the rules which will include a noise 
curfew.
The QLGC has always tried to go beyond 
the actual requirements, in the interest of 
providing islanders and visitors with a quality 
recreational experience.  We have been very 
pleased with the reaction of the community 
to the layout of the subdivision and the 10 
acre park, which was dedicated in order to 
facilitate the augmentation of the island’s trail 
system.
It has been the practice of the board and 
shareholders to listen to comments from 
agencies and the public and incorporate 
improvements where possible.  The process 
of preparing for a public hearing requires 
work on the part of the people making the 
proposals in partnership with the community 
to review the proposal in advance.  It is most 
important that statements made in the news 
are accurate and factual.
We look forward to hearing the input of the 
community at the public hearing on January 
19.  In the meantime, any questions can be 
directed to piriecooper@gmail.com.
Board of Directors Quadra Links Ltd: 
Jackson Holmes, Les Rombough, Bill Pirie, 
Lois Taylor, Russ Burke, Paul Nimmon, Kelly 
Jensen

Community Centre for 
Community Use
Hello;
As I have had a number of groups of people 
coming to my Farm …terra nova. And asking 
are to help them organize some local food self 
sufficiency..I do not have the necessary place 
for them to meet…and no legal kitchen….
We constructed the community centre  as 
a community..but it has been hijacked  by 
a group of people with very narrow ideas 
of what community is….and also they took 
government money so now are beholding 
there…this was never our intention when we 
built the place.
Hey Jim; decided to throw you  in here too as 
this should be something in your  bailiwick?
Here is a copy of letter sent to  the recreational 
society…
I am contacting you because I am having a 
number of concerned citizens coming to me 
at Terra Nova Farm. I have had 3 different 
groups of people here hoping for a community 
driven attempt at more self sufficiency ie: 
growing and processing our own food. And 
assisting each other in that process..I can 
handle the growing part.
But I  am unable to supply their needs for 
this….as I am not set up for that. It also is 
stated by them that the community garden is 
not.
But the community centre is!
So I am suggesting we start something similar 
to the markets that are held there.
We would need the inside for seed trading and 
the kitchen.
At this critical juncture in our society it is 
necessary to start looking after ourselves. 
And it is a opportunity to become a better 
community.
It is time for silly divisiveness in our 
community to stop. As the only real farmer on 
the island and with the capability of feeding 
hundreds of people I will put some of my time 
into this, and if  someone who should be doing 
this doesn’t step forward and make it happen 
it will just be sad.
I am seeing some  situations like this. Starting 
in other communities, lets get with it and use 
our “community assets” for the community.
Bob Beck
Terra Nova farm

Mosaic's Logging Plans 
for Quadra Island
Mosaic, the corporation managing 
TimberWest's TFL 47 on Quadra Island, has 
presented its' new Forest Stewardship Plan 
(FSP). Islanders should acquaint themselves 
with the FSP because it represents a total 
disregard for the interests and concerns of 
Islanders. Sierra Quadra, The Friends of 
Hyacinthe Creek Watershed and likely other 
groups will in January be presenting a scathing 
critique of this plan.
View the plan, online at the following website: 
www.mosaicforests.com/stewardship.plans
Click on the " Quadra plan "
Comments must be in writing and received 
by Mosaic no later than February 10, 2022
Rod Burns
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Kudos to Michael Stahnke for 
initiating discussion regarding 
Quadra Links Ltd. latest 
expansion proposal. Mr Stahnke 
has been very polite in his 
objections, not an easy task in 
light of the implications of this, 
in my view, quite outrageous 
proposal. 
Golf courses have historically 
been an easy route to enable 
zoning changes to suit the 
developers real interests, i.e. 
to maximise profit. A good 
example of this is Marine Way in 
Vancouver, which transitioned 
from small acreage farms, to 
golf courses and garden centres, 
and now to an industrial zone. It 
takes a few years, but the profit 
potential is considerable.
And so it is with Quadra Links: 
golf course……….+sub-division…
……+RV park……….+?
For these “entrepreneurs”, 
enough is never enough. The 
proponents appear to care little, 
if at all, for the quality of life we 
enjoy on this island. They think 
only of the profit to be made from 
their ventures. Environmental 
responsibility and over-
development are of little concern 
where money is to be made.
Mr. Stahnke alludes to the issue 
of summer ferry overloads. 
Quadra Island is a residential 
commuter island, with many 
residents travelling daily to 
Campbell River and beyond for 
work. In recent years, there have 
been times where residents have 
waited up to three hours to get 
on a ferry home, whilst lanes 
are taken up with massive RV’s. 
BC Ferries shows no inclination 
or indeed the ability to institute 
a residents priority boarding 
system.

I agree in principal with the 
points raised by Michael Stahnke, 
and reference to the current 
OCP certainly justifies his stand. 
(Section 3.5(H) The last word in 
section 3.5(H) is “prohibited”. 
Take note.
A completely inappropriate 
development for this island and 
subsequent traffic growth are 
serious concerns. Anyone who 
thinks that the coming two-
ferry system is going to alleviate 
the traffic issue is dreaming. 
You know the old adage: build 
a bigger road, you get more 
vehicles to fill it. The Quadra 
ferry has become a year-round, 
day-long problem for residents. 
This proposal will make it all 
the more insufferable and will 
doubtless encourage other 
“entrepreneurs” to follow suit. 
This may ultimately drive some 
residents away from Quadra 
Island to seek elsewhere the 
peaceful, community-oriented 
experience they thought would 
be secure here. 
I suggest that the hopes and 
wishes of all residents for the 
future of this island should be 
taken into primary account and 
that the interests of investors and 
entrepreneurs who have only a 
profit motive in mind must be 
at best secondary and in this 
particular instance dismissed.
Quadra Links Ltd. will no doubt 
attempt some further alternative 
use of the proposed RV site 
on rejection of their current 
application. It is quite clear that 
the golf course was predictably 
just the beginning of a cynical 
project to create a profitable, 
long-term development. 
Be prepared!
Michael Laver

Dear Quadra Islanders,
What might happen to the 
bucolic Quadra that we knew 
and loved — our quiet, bicycle-
friendly roads, kilometres of 
forests, small community-feel, 
stop-light free intersections? 
Now we have so many 
approximate proposals which 
will undoubtably cause more 
clearing of land, more expansion 
of population, more traffic on the 
roads, and more unbelievable 
ferry line-ups. Just imagine...
1.  a 90 person convention centre 
where the Landing used to be,
2.  a 63 metre cell tower rising 
over the beautiful First Nations 
campground,
3.  a multiple-site private 
development off the windingly 
charming April Point Rd.,
4.  a 50+ site residential, 20 site 
RV park, 12 site campground, 
restaurant, marina & more, 
overlooking lovely Gowland 
Harbour,
5.  and after a 17 site subdivision, 
now a 30 site RV park at Quadra 
Links!
Don’ t think the new, smaller 
ferry is going to help much, 
as it will only run during the 
busiest hours, and will overload 
faster than our current ferry. We 
already have campgrounds, RV 
parks, B & Bs, vacation rentals, 
restaurants, & marinas. Do we 
need more?
Put the two public meetings 
(7 pm Jan. 18/19) on your new 
calendars, send emails to Aniko 
Nelson <anelson@srd.ca> and 
ask they be entered in the Public 
Hearing Binder, be vaccinated, 
bring your proof, wear your 
masks, so you will not endanger 
my right to be there safely, and 
let’s keep Quadra from becoming 
another Salt Spring.
And above all, remember to "be 
brave, patient, and kind" to our 
community members.      
 J. Baker   

Quadra Links Ltd. Attention Western 
Screech Owls, Marbled 
Murrelets and Red 
Legged Frogs,
Recently I came across this 
vital information in an article in 
the latest Watershed Sentinel 
regarding the degradation of 
wildlife values in favour of the 
timber supply.
“THE Forest and Range 
Practices Act prohibits 
protecting wildlife or endangered 
species if it, “ unduly reduces the 
supply of timber from British 
Columbia’s forests. (Section 
2 of the Government Actions 
Regulations, BC Reg 582/2004 to 
the Forest and Range Practices 
Act, S.B.C.  2002, c. 69 )etc.,
This clause defines the actual 
intent and priorities of BC’s 
Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations 
and Rural Development ( 
FLNRORD).  Shockingly, in 
BC, any endangered species 
“protection” lies within 
FLNRORD, the ministry which 
is responsible for species’ 
annihilation if they stand in the 
way of  the  “timber supply”.  
According to Loys Maingong, 
BC director, Canadian Society 
of Environmental Biologists, “ 
The responsibility for species at 
risk needs to be stripped from 
FLNRORD and moved to the 
Ministry of Environment where it 
rightfully belongs.”  It also proves 
the dire necessity for the current 
NDP government to implement 
an Endangered Species Act.
Geraldine Kenny

Cortes RadioCortes RadioCortes Radio
Drop in and tune out
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At the age of 94, the famous British 
naturalist and broadcaster, Sir David 
Attenborough, has just published 

his memoir, A Life on Planet Earth. It's a 
disquieting book from a man who has lived 
a full life intimately connected to nature, 
and has been witness to nearly a century 
of humanity's environmentally destructive 
behaviour. His reflection is sobering and 
worrisome. 
In Part I, “My Witness Statement”, 
Attenborough chronicles his life from age 
11 in a succession of years, each introduced 
by three statistics: population, carbon, and 
wilderness. He begins with “1937: World 
population 2.3 billion; Carbon in atmosphere 
280 parts per million; Remaining wilderness 
66 percent.” Then in eight subsequent years, 
recording from 1954 to 2020, the world 
population rises incrementally to 7.8 billion, 
carbon dioxide to 415 ppm, and wilderness 
shrinks to 35 percent. 
The trajectory is ominous. In less than a 
century, we have more than tripled our 
human population, raised atmospheric carbon 
dioxide to levels that haven't existed for at 
least 800,000 years, and halved the space for 
nature to function. Indeed, the wilderness that 
remains is subject to increasing degradation—
another study finds that only 3% of nature 
is “pristine”. The viability of normally 
operating ecosystems, like the persistance of 
a functioning human civilization, is now in 
question. 
This epoch of influence is justifiably called the 
Anthropocene. We have precipitated the sixth 
major extinction event in the 4.5 billion-year 
history of our planet, and our influence now 
accompanies hyper-oxygenation, rampant 
volcanism and an asteroid strike as a major 
cause of ecological trauma. If we've always 
wanted to be the centre of attention, we now 
have it. But we're not going to like what this 
means.
A cognitive scientist, teacher and educator, 
Daniel Willingham, offers the rather 
unsettling claim that our brain, “Contrary to 
popular belief... is not designed for thinking. 
It's designed to save you from having to think, 
because the brain is actually not very good at 
thinking.” This is because thinking is “slow, 
effortful and unreliable.” The brain's most 
important function is for survival: to respond 

instantly to danger, to perform the skills 
needed to gather food, and to conduct the 
behaviours that will entice a mate. 
The sum-total of our collective human 
behaviour would seem to confirm 
Willingham's claim. Our civilization is 
testament to this conclusion. We have been 
enormously successful in satisfying our basic 
needs and in reproducing, but the thinking 
that is necessary to guide, restrain and avoid 
the pitfalls in this behaviour has been sorely 
lacking. So we have nuclear weapons that 
protect us at the risk of obliterating everything 
we are attempting to save. We consume 
fossil fuels for the energy and comfort they 
provide, at the cost of cooking ourselves 
off the planet. Our agriculture feeds most 
of us extraordinarily well, at the expense 
of displacing nature, creating a third of our 
greenhouse gasses, and infecting us with 
innumerable diseases. Even the ingenuity 
of our machines is beginning to outsmart us 
at the skills which we ascribe to be uniquely 
ours. Our heroic adventures into space are 
diminishing our vaunted significance to 
“the quintessence of dust.” And our willful 
and deliberate obliteration of wilderness is 
teaching us that we can't successfully live 
without what we are actively destroying. 
Indeed, the irony of our ingenuity is that the 
invention we call civilization is a wilderness 
of our own making because it is devoid of 
nature. Our cities are mechanized and sterile 
constructs that are so divorced from the 
vitality of living things that we have to add 
parks and greenspaces to make them liveable, 
or we have to escape in droves to find solace 
and rejuvenation in the remnants of whatever 
wilderness remains. 
On our little island in the wholeness of 

things, we still have some semblance of the 
wilderness that is so coveted by those who 
have none. This is a wealth that attracts people 
to live and visit here. But, as elsewhere, this 
treasure is at risk. We can so easily destroy 
what we want to preserve by exercising 
the same thoughtless exuberance that has 
destroyed so much wilderness elsewhere. 
Indeed, our forests are ominously classed 
as “Tree Farm Licences” and “Woodlots”, 
categorizations portending that they will not 
survive as anything remotely resembling the 
natural treasures that they are. 
When is enough enough? Too many people, 
too much carbon dioxide production and 
too little wilderness should make us think—
before it's too late. We can't reclaim what has 
been lost. But we can preserve what remains. 
Urgency and emergency are the watchwords 
of dire warnings. What is it about them that 
we don't understand?
We on Quadra Island are the custodians of 
a remnant wilderness. We still have some 
old growth forests, and much of our island 
is substantially recovering from the abuses 
and misfortunes of an earlier century. The 
real value of our forests is not in a few dollars 
of logged product, but in their incalculable 
worth for carbon sequestration, biodiversity, 
climate regulation, watershed services, 
recreation sites, and places of symbolic 
optimism. Forests are are what we must keep 
if we are not going to destroy what we actually 
need to survive. 
Ray Grigg
for Sierra Quadra  

Wilderness
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oelle Construction LtdBuilding for and employing 
islanders since 1980
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NEWS & EVENTS

OTTAWA – As new public health measures 
are announced to stop the spread of the 
Omicron variant, Canadians are worried 
about their health but also about paying their 
bills and putting food on the table without 
pandemic supports. The Liberal government’s 
plan to provide aid to Canadians doesn’t cover 
people affected by partial lockdowns. As 
restaurant, tourism sector and service sector 
workers see their hours drastically reduced, 
the NDP is calling on the federal government 
to ensure people have the financial supports 
they still need. 
“Canadians are tired of the pandemic—we’re 
all tired. But Justin Trudeau can’t just decide 
he’s finished providing pandemic supports 
to people when provinces are recording 
thousands of new cases per day,” said NDP 
finance critic Daniel Blaikie. “We pushed 
back against the government’s inadequate 
proposal for pandemic supports because we 
knew it would leave too many people behind 
and that’s exactly what is happening right 
now. This government has got to help those 
workers whose hours have been drastically 
reduced. They have to help the self-employed 
people who have no idea how they’re going to 
keep paying their bills. New Democrats won't 
turn their backs on these people. We'll keep 
pushing until the government acts.”
The federal government is also leaving 
vulnerable seniors in a dire situation. The 
NDP critic for seniors, Rachel Blaney, and 
other NDP MPs have been advocating for 
low-income seniors who were cut off the 
Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS) for 

months. Following the fiscal update where 
the government committed to a one-time 
payment to correct the problem, seniors 
were devastated to learn that the money isn’t 
coming until May 2022. 
Blaney’s office has received hundreds of calls 
from low-income seniors who are pleading to 
get back the GIS support that the government 
has clawed back from them. 
“I don’t have any words for what this 
government is putting low-income seniors 
through,” said Blaney. “Just last night, I heard 
of one man who died by suicide because he 
felt so alone and hopeless after learning that 
the financial help he needed wasn’t coming 
for five months. These are people’s lives. 
Seniors are facing homelessness; they can’t 
pay for their medicine or food. How can this 
government tell them to wait months? The 
Liberal government is abandoning vulnerable 
Canadian seniors at Christmas.”
New Democrats are urging the Liberal 
government to reinstate pandemic supports 
for workers and small businesses and to make 
meaningful changes to the Employment 
Insurance program for Canadians.  

Canadians still need the pandemic 
supports that the Liberals ended  

As Omicron cases surge, the Liberal government is leaving 
Canadian workers and vulnerable seniors without support  

BC Hydro Plans for John Hart 
Dam Seismic Upgrade
CAMPBELL RIVER: BC Hydro today 
announced plans to initiate a project for 
seismic upgrades for the John Hart dam in 
Campbell River.
The cost estimate for the project is between 
$497 million and $822 million. The estimate 
will be refined as the project progresses. 
BC Hydro has initiated the first stage in the 
procurement process with a request for 
proposals for the civil contract.
“The John Hart dam is a key component of BC 
Hydro’s infrastructure on Vancouver Island,” 
says Chris O’Riley, President and CEO, 
BC Hydro. “The upgrades are required to 
strengthen the dam so that it can continue to 
operate safely and reliably.”
BC Hydro began consultation with local 
stakeholders about the potential project in 
2014 and is continuing consultation with the 
We Wai Kai, Wei Wai Kum and K’omoks First 
Nations. 
Construction is expected to begin in 2023 and 
the upgrades are expected to be complete 
in 2029. A thorough application will be 
submitted to the BC Utilities Commission 
next week for approval.
For more information, visit bchydro.com. 
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Merry Christmas!

Just Listed!

250-285-2141
Roman@RomansListings.com

Roman
Krzaczek
Realtor®

1364 Hooley Road 0.71 acre lot, with a house 
and detached shop, close to Rebecca Spit, 
central location. MLS#890751  $699,900

quadrarealty.ca 

Sold

Every year around Christmas time I get 
nostalgic as I remember one special Christmas 
my family and I have experienced. In today’s 
article I would like to stay away from my usual 
real estate talk and instead share this story 
with you.   
As my last name indicates, I came to Canada 
from elsewhere. I was almost a teenager when 
my parents decided to leave Poland, just 
before the Iron Curtain came down. We left a 
country that was at a verge of collapse and we 
feared the unknown. 
We have spent the first 3 years in refugee 
camps in Germany where the Neo Nazi 
attacks on our refugee camps were common. 
The constant fear motivated us to leave 
Europe and we were fortunate to do so thanks 
to the Red Cross. My family’s application was 
accepted and we were given the opportunity 
to immigrate to Canada.
We were different type of immigrants. Unlike 
many of today’s immigration folks with money 
to buy exotic cars and mega houses, we came 
with virtually the clothes on our backs and a 
suitcase each.
Being a new immigrant as a teenager wasn’t 
all rosy. We lived in a Co-op in a Vancouver 
suburb for the first few years. My dad was 
working odd construction jobs, just to pay 
the bills. Without any English language, he 
had to resign to taking any job he could get. 
He ended up working with some shady guys 
for several months without any pay and got 
fired just before Christmas. We didn’t know 
whom to call, where to get help, how to feed 
our family. 
I truly hope none of you have ever 
experienced real hunger, real lack of food 
for days at a time. That happened to be our 

situation just before Christmas of that year.
And then something magical happened. It was 
a Saturday morning and the doorbell rang. 
Being the oldest out of the kids, it was my 
job to open the door. After I opened it, to my 
amazement I found several large boxes sitting 
there, full of food. There was nobody there, 
no note, just lots of food. This was our own 
Christmas miracle!
Most people won’t relate to this story, but 
every single time I share this story my eyes 
swell up with tears. This incident alone made 
a long term impact on who I am as a person. 
To this day we still don’t know who left all 
those boxes in front of our place. This was a 
Christmas miracle I associated with the spirit 
of Canada.
I love Canada because of the people here; 
because of these random acts of kindness! 
The compassion, the deliberate and conscious 
acceptance of our differences. Our family 
shares this story at every Christmas dinner 
and these are the stories we need to share with 
our communities.  
Over the last 30 plus years of being a Canadian 
citizen I have countless recollections of 
kindness from regular people; from my 
teachers, neighbours and strangers on the 
streets. It made me more grateful and sensitive 
to certain aspects of our society.   
I love Canada because it allows people to 
be who they are. There’s no discrimination 
against your beliefs, your religion, your 
ethnicity; everyone can travel as they please 
and speak openly. These rights are guaranteed 
to protect the citizens from the government in 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
The Charter of Rights and Freedoms is the 

main reason why my family and many other 
immigrant families have chosen to come to 
this great country. People feel safe here and 
protected.
Multicultural, and multi faceted, with varying 
degrees of opinions is a definition of our 
Canada. Our laws are here to protect us and 
unite us as people with common values.
As a proud Canadian my heart breaks when 
I see how politicians have divided our 
country recently. Our country has drastically 
changed over the last couple of years and I 
find it disturbing that communities across 
the country are becoming more and more 
divided. That unfortunately applies not only to 
communities but also neighbours, friends and 
even families, including my own.  
I’m not writing this to start any debates 
towards one side or the other. I simply wish, 
during this magical time of the year, for all of 
us to come together, in kindness, compassion 
and mutual respect. The Canada I know, 
doesn’t discriminate against anybody. 
This country is the best country in the world 
and we should stand on guard for thee.
 Merry Christmas! 
Are you thinking of selling your home? Call 
me for a free home evaluation.
Roman Krzaczek REALTOR ®
Home number: 250-285-2141
Quadrarealty.ca

P-J General Contractors

250-285-2009

All Excavating 
Dump Trucks 

Sand and Gravel 
Clearing 

Rock Hammering
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Cranberries are a Colourful 
Feature of Holiday Baking
in the New Book: A Taste of 
Life on Quadra Island, Island 
Cookery III

Bright red cranberries are quintessential 
holiday fare and a key ingredient in 
several recipes in the new cookbook, 

which arrives just in time for Christmas. 
“There are two cranberry recipes that are 
perfect for the holidays,” says Kathryn Manry 
of the cookbook committee. She points to 
Deb Manery’s Savoury Shortbread with Blue 
Cheese and Cranberries as a novel festive 
snack; and Carol Ann Caulfield’s Cranberry 
Streusel Cake as a not-too-sweet finish to a 
turkey dinner. Annette Yourk’s muffin recipe 
calls for a sweet/tart blend of cranberries and 
pears; and Carla (Bingham) Robb’s take on 
granola includes dried cranberries.
In addition to the book’s 140 tried and true 
recipes, with a focus upon local foods made 
from scratch, Island Cookery III also includes 
foodie interviews and tips for gardening and 
foraging. Some will be surprised to learn, 
in a sidebar to the  recipe presented here, 
that cranberries grow wild on the Discovery 
Islands and can be grown in our gardens. 

A Taste of Life on Quadra Island, Island 
Cookery III arrives this week and will 
be available for direct purchase from the 
cookbook committee at Aroma Café from 
10-2 through to Christmas Eve. Buy five 
or more at this venue at a five percent 
discount. Staff at the Coastal Community 
Credit Union are also selling the book and 
it’s available at Book Bonanza and other 
shops throughout the region. 
Compiling A Taste of Life on Quadra Island 
was a labour of love for over 100 volunteers. 
The book features140 recipes and hundreds 
of full colour photographs. Proceeds will 
provide multi-year funding for facility 
upgrades at the Children’s Centre. Fifteen 
local businesses and individuals, credited 
on the inside cover, sponsored this project, 
with the Centre’s deep thanks.
Pre-order books frrrly@yahoo.ca or 
fundraising.qicc@gmail.com; and check out 
the project’s new website at:  
www.islandcookery.com.

Method
Preheat the oven to 350°F. 
For streusel, mix sugar, flour, and cinnamon in a medium bowl. Blend in butter with a pastry blender or fingers 
until it forms a crumbly texture. 
For the cake, cream butter with sugar in a large bowl until light and fluffy. Beat in eggs one at a time. Add vanilla. 
Sift together flour, baking powder, baking soda, and salt. 
Add dry ingredients to creamed mixture alternately with sour cream. 
Spread half the batter in a greased and floured 10-inch springform pan. Sprinkle with half the streusel mixture 
and then half the cranberries. Spread with remaining batter. Sprinkle evenly with remaining cranberries, then 
remaining streusel. 
Bake for 50 to 60 minutes, or until skewer inserted in the centre comes out clean

Cranberry Streusel Coffee Cake
Contributor Carol Anne Caulfield

Ingredients 

Streusel
3⁄4 cup brown sugar, lightly packed 
1⁄2 cup all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
1⁄4 cup butter 

Cake 
½ cup butter, softened 
1 cup granulated sugar 
2 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
½ teaspoon salt 
1 cup sour cream, or fresh quark cheese 
2 cups cranberries (fresh or frozen)

YIELD SERVES 12

 Photo: Vince Kehn. Stone bowl Julie Glaspy
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Matt Knoedler 250.285.2754

If a concentration of crows is called a murder 
and quickens our hearts these clouds should 
have their own name. Suffocates. Doom. 
Animate, they elbowed their bodies lower and 
tighter until the compressed air that was left 
for us to breathe numbed our thoughts. 
How long we stayed in stasis I can’t recall. A 
day. Perhaps more. Or so it seemed. 
The sky had disappeared. 
The smallest child, along with the rest of us 
waited. 
And then one fat drop of rain followed by a 
long, dry breath of air. And then a splatter of 
drops like an unpracticed benediction. And 
then rain so heavy people had to drop their 
eyes to the road so that they could breathe. 
Within two heartbeats people could not 
be wetter. People ran from one side of the 
intersection to the other and then stopped, 
confused as if should they have? Some stood 
still, transfixed. 
From my covered vantage point reachable by 
two high steps from the road I saw most of 
what happened. The cobbled lane in front of 
me carried the flow of water to the cobbled 
street to my right. When the two streams 
converged they flowed down a slope to a dirt 
road that fell away to the west. 
People who had been struck dumb and still 
scrambled their bodies and voices for high 
ground. No one attempted to cross the lane 
or street. An old man on the corner of the dirt 
road grabbed a toddler as she lost balance and 
teetered towards the torrent, for a torrent it 
was. 

The intensity increased. We could not see the 
top half of a two story building. Small cars 
parked on the side of the road began to bob, 
about to float away. The lower step into the 
comida was under water. A small white dog 
was swept away. No one made an effort to 
save it. 
The rain spout from the comida turned a red 
car into a drum as it dented the roof. Against 
all odds the impact sprayed upward an 
umbrella of water into the falling rain. 
I needed a name. I had read somewhere that 
if a new current of water established itself as a 
moving entity much like a river then it could 
be given a name by the person who saw its 
creation. Much like an astronomer discovering 
a celestial body and naming it after his grade 
three teacher. Even with my limited Spanish I 
was determined to find a name that suited the 
torrent in front of me. 
And then it stopped. 
Like that. 
The sun came out. 
The sky was back. 
The old man handed the toddler to her 
mother and accepted her blessings. The water 
level fell. A man stood with a bowed head 
beside a red car. 
And even though it seemed as if the sky had 
disappeared hours ago, the yolks on my 
pancakes were still warm. 

By Bill Greenland

Eggs at the Comida
I was sitting in a comida the day that the sky 

disappeared. I was sitting in my second 
favorite chair near the middle of the 

table facing out to the street so that I could 
catch any stray breeze and all of the comings 
and goings due to the intersection that the 
establishment faced. Four restaurants on 
three corners tended to draw people to this 
geographical point. 
My feel good breakfast of two large pancakes 
draped with two easy over eggs whose centres 
jiggled with soft yolks had just been served. 
I bowed my head in appreciation of what lay 
before me so I missed the beginning. 
When I looked up the air had thickened. 
People on foot, bicycles and even cars were 
moving slower. The high clouds that had been 
sitting on the sky had been reinforced with 
darker and heavier friends. They had settled 
lower, were continuing to settle lower. Soon 
their elbows were leaning on the tops of the 
hydro poles. Most people were transfixed by 
this phenomenon. They just stopped where 
they were and stood face up like confused 
sunflowers expecting to see if not a sun then at 
least a sky. 
The clouds darkened. What light remained 
was not that to which we were accustomed. 
One mother near the middle of the 
intersection slowly extended her hand down 
to her two year old child. Perhaps having 
sensed earlier than his mother that he was 
in the midst of something different he had 
already stretched his hand upward. They stood 
still, their hands six inches from each other, 
each with their face raised saucer-like to what 
was above them. 
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     Thank You
and our warmest wishes for
a Merry Christmas and
all the best in 2022!

The ratings were good and there were glowing reviews. “Would 
recommend this place to family and friends.” Not bad for modest digs 
at a reasonable price. Upon arrival I was greeted by friendly staff. Large 
pots of red and white geraniums graced the guest check in area. So far 
so good. The parking lot was full. Wow, this place is really popular. It 
wasn’t until I opened the door and a rush of heavily scented perfume 
blew through the entrance, that I knew my one night stand might be 
less than satisfactory.
I flagged down a housekeeper who confessed they had, earlier in 
the day, infused the room with some unidentified scent to mask an 
undesirable odour that she would only describe as medicinal. She 
turned on the air conditioner and said, “give it some time and the [new 
and improved] odour will dissipate.”
Hours later I returned and the sickly stench was still there in all its 
glory. I propped open the door, raised up the two windows and settled 
in to enjoy CBC TV comedy night. By bedtime, the smell had not 
diminished and it was just too late and too inconvenient to walk to the 
office to complain and change rooms. I had hours ago turned off the 
noisy, electricity guzzling air conditioner. What to do? I chose the bed 
closest to the open window and turned in. I left the curtains modestly 
ajar to facilitate a breeze. I listened to the comings and goings of fellow 
guests. This was the first inkling I had that they were not temporary 
travellers but permanent fixtures.
I tossed and turned. This rank scent had permeated everything in 
the room. It reminded me of the time my long suffering husband and 
I spent a night in our camper truck 20 kilometres west of Mexicali 
Mexico. Our plan was to skirt around the southern perimeter of the 
city and enter the USA through the small town of Los Algodones and 
continue onto Arizona. When we pulled over to bed down for the night, 
we became aware of an indescribable smell ... a odour so toxic we had to 
sleep with the flannel blanket over our faces.
You don’t drive at night in Mexico so we were stuck there within sniffing 
distance of what we would later find out was a chemical fertilizer plant – 
one of dozens in the area. The air quality was unbelievably BAD. At first 
light we headed for the city bypass. There were scores of roundabouts 
and no directional signs. We prayed we wouldn’t make a mistake and 
accidentally end up in Mexicali ... a city of two million Spanish speakers. 
Our vocabulary consisted of hola and not much else. Those were the 
days before GPS when you had to rely on a paper map the size of a bed 
sheet and a copilot to navigate. Much to our horror, there were people 
on the side of the road smoking and selling gum and newspapers. We 
couldn’t even open the vents in the cab and they were standing there for 
hours, days, months, possibly years breathing in this chemical soup.
We headed east following the murky red glow of the rising sun. I don’t 
know what we would have done without that crimson orb to guide us. 

And to think that in the mid 1980’s Powell River lobbied hard to lure 
some company from California who were looking for a place to build a 
chemical fertilizer plant. Thank God their Herculean efforts failed!
I suddenly had a brilliant idea. I donned my COVID mask and voila ... 
no smell. I fell into a deep sleep. But between the blinding parking lot 
flood lights and the noisy neighbours, I didn’t get much rest. At one 
point during the night I yelled out “shaaadddup ... I’m trying to sleep!” 
which was probably not a great strategy considering the offending loud 
talker could have launched themselves at me through the flimsy bug 
screen. However, the next morning I found an unsigned note which had 
been slipped under my doormat apologizing for disturbing my sleep. I 
assume they didn’t want to get evicted. 
I can’t be the first person in the world and I’m pretty sure I won’t be 
the last, to book a room in a motel and then spend the night wishing I’d 
brought a blanket and just drove down the road and slept in the car thus 
saving my hard earned cash. Expedia ... two thumbs down!
Claire Heffernan

Your Guides to Island Adventure
Available at 
Book Bonanza

& Sidelines @ HBI
www.wildisle.ca

My One Night Stand
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Heriot Bay Tides
DATE      TIME PDT    M.            FT.         

THE DI CLASSI FI EDS

24	 02:29	 1.2	 3.9
Friday 	 10:11	 5.0	 16.4
	 16:32	 3.4	 11.2
	 20:10	 3.8	 12.5
25	 03:13	 1.5	 4.9
Saturday 	10:49	 4.9	 16.1
	 17:27	 3.1	 10.2
	 21:34	 3.6	 11.8
26	 03:59	 1.9	 6.2
Sunday 	 11:26	 4.9	 16.1
	 18:20	 2.7	 8.9
	 23:18	 3.5	 11.5
27	 04:52	 2.3	 7.5
Monday 	 12:01	 4.9	 16.1
	 19:09	 2.2	 7.2
28	 00:59	 3.6	 11.8
Tuesday 	 05:53	 2.8	 9.2
	 12:34	 4.8	 15.7
	 19:56	 1.8	 5.9
29	 02:32	 3.9	 12.8
Wed. 	 07:05	 3.3	 10.8
	 13:07	 4.8	 15.7
	 20:40	 1.3	 4.3
30	 03:55	 4.3	 14.1
Thursday 	08:22	 3.7	 12.1
	 13:40	 4.8	 15.7
	 21:22	 0.9	 3.0
31	 04:59	 4.7	 15.4
Friday 	 09:37	 3.9	 12.8
	 14:16	 4.8	 15.7
	 22:04	 0.6	 2.0
01	 05:52	 5.0	 16.4
Saturday 	10:44	 4.0	 13.1
	 14:57	 4.8	 15.7
	 22:47	 0.4	 1.3
02	 06:38	 5.2	 17.1
Sunday 	 11:44	 4.0	 13.1
	 15:44	 4.7	 15.4
	 23:31	 0.3	 1.0
03	 07:22	 5.3	 17.4
Monday 	 12:39	 4.0	 13.1
	 16:37	 4.6	 15.1
04	 00:15	 0.4	 1.3
Tuesday 	 08:02	 5.3	 17.4
	 13:34	 3.8	 12.5
	 17:35	 4.5	 14.8
05	 00:59	 0.5	 1.6
Wed. 	 08:42	 5.3	 17.4
	 14:30	 3.6	 11.8
	 18:36	 4.3	 14.1
06	 01:44	 0.8	 2.6
Thursday 	09:19	 5.2	 17.1
	 15:27	 3.3	 10.8
	 19:38	 4.1	 13.5
07	 02:27	 1.2	 3.9
Friday 	 09:56	 5.1	 16.7
	 16:23	 3.0	 9.8
	 20:46	 3.8	 12.5

Like the DI
on FaceBook

WantedServices
ROOFING
Professional Roofing Services
www.javaroofing.com
Call JAVA ROOFING at 250.204.2638 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS 
in Q-Cove. Lawn Mowers, Tractors, 
Chainsaws, Trimmers, Generators etc. 
Also some electric power tools. Please 
call Don @ 250.285.3960.

THE DREAM TEAM
Concrete, Landscaping, Carpentry, 
Masonry. We now also have an 
experienced gardening squad that 
covers all landscape and gardening 
needs. 250-580-1992
dreamteamconcrete@gmail.com

WAYPOINT SIGNS
Signs, Picture Framing and simple 
Engraving at Waypoint Signs beside 
Quadra Builders. Tuesday to Thursday, 
9 to noon, 1 to 4pm. Appointments 
possible to suit your schedule. Friendly, 
efficient, personalized service.
Quality products at affordable rates. 
250.285.2815 desk@waypointsigns.com

Shops

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Notary Public on Quadra now open. 
Located inside Sacred Pulse at
Quathiaski Cove shops, we offer 
notarial services, personal planning
documents (wills, powers of attorney, 
representation agreements).  
Call 236-277-2020 or  
email info@quadranotary.ca

WINDOW CLEANING
Professional window washer
Insides and out. Keep your home 
or rental sparkling year round. Call 
Paradigm Rope Access (250) 285-3424
https://paradigmropes.ca

Up to 35 words: $25 
(incl. g.s.t.) - one time
36 to 70 words: $45 
(incl. g.s.t.) - one time
Email or drop off your 
ad with payment at  
701 Cape Mudge Rd,  
or at Inspirations
You can also pay online 
at discoveryislander.ca
Questions? Email  
news@discoveryislands.ca

NEXT DEADLINE
7pm Monday, Jan. 3

DI CLASSI FI EDS

Home & Garden
LOW PRESSURE  
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS
Garden consultations, Bonsai Art.
Contact local Horticulturist Kai Gogolin 
250-850-9245 or at ggpropertycare@
gmail.com

BOOKKEEPING FOR
THE DISCOVERY ISLANDS
Small business bookkeeping. 25 years 
experience with Accounts Payable, 
Receivable, GST and PST, Government 
Grant Applications. Fair Rates. In 
person or online consultations. www.
hightidebookkeeper.ca
hightidebookkeeping@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR LAND ON 
QUADRA
We'd like to buy land here, to move 
Gerry Dick's (our Dad) house onto. 
Ideally: 1-5 acres. Hydro/water 
sources/connection. Flexible timeline. 
Any questions: please email: Tam: 
tamseab2020@gmail.com or Mia: 
mia_oconnor@hotmail.com

Mobile Heavy 
Equipment

wolfdenmechanical@gmail.com

service and repair
Automotive service and repair

 Welding and Fabrication
Shop located on Quadra

250-285-2215

SEEKING RENTAL
My name is Karina Kampichler,  I have 
full time employment with Quadra 
General Gas and Go and as a Care 
Support Worker with vulnerable Adults. 
I seek pet friendly rental space (cabin or 
one bedroom/ bath) ASAP on Quadra 
Island. Please text me 236 457 1958 cell 
or see me at fuel station afternoons We/
Th/Fr

Quadra Island's most experience Realtor 
Serving clients on the rock since 1995.

250-285-2217

Heidi@QuadraIslandRealEstate.com

250 202-2217

®

Heidi Ridgway

www.QuadraIslandRealEstate.com

 
 

 

 
 

tel
cell

Happy New Year
Merry Christmas and

Thank you to all my clients, friends & family

through this last year
for supporting me


