
was authorized in October, 2017. It represents the loss of many 
tonnes of safely sequestered carbon. The slash and debris will 
either decompose or be burned, adding carbon dioxide to an 
already overburdened atmosphere. Most of the logged trees from 
this clear-cut were probably exported to China or Japan.
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COVER STORY CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

This is how the BC government
“keeps the ’special’ in Special Managemen Zones”...

right here on Quadra Island.
THE TWO PHOTOGRAPHS in this week’s Discovery Islander, 
one on the cover and the other accompanying this article, were 
taken on Quadra on June 22, 2021, by David Broadland, a writer, 
long-time publisher of Focus Magazine and part-time resident of 
our island. The clear-cut of this specific stand of diverse forest 
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COVER STORY cont inues
serving Quadra 

since 1982

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8:30AM TO 6PM + SATURDAY 9AM TO 5PM

• Multi-Point Inspection
• Oil & Fluid Change

• Brake Check
• Warranty Approved

$99.95*
Only

*parts extra

Take advantage of our

Winter's not over
... till it's over!

Drive Safely

Come in and talk to us about new tires. 
Great deals on all major brands.

ISLE TECH
YOUR ISLAND AUTO CARE CENTRE

250-285-3100

WINTER SERVICE

PHONE  250.285.3293
TOLL FREE  1.877.735.3293
FAX  250.285.3292

QUADRA ISLAND REAL ESTATE TEAM

Bill Bradshaw
PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION

Sarah Bradshaw
www.quadrarealestate.ca

JUST LISTED! HERIOT BAY HOME 
ON 0.5 ACRES! $750,000•4 bedroom 
1 bathroom home features partial ocean 
views across Drew Harbour to Rebecca 
Spit•Comfortable living space on main floor, 
with fireplace•2 bedrooms on upper level, 
one being primary bedroom with private 

deck•2 other bedrooms on lower floor along with laundry/storage room•2 carports 
behind home and wood storage shed•Recently rebuilt deck overlooks front yard and 
lawn area•Close to entry to Rebecca Spit or 5 min drive from shops in Heriot Bay

Broadland’s captions under the photos are as follows: “This is how old 
growth forest is managed for biodiversity on Quadra Island, which is 
a Special Management Zone under the Vancouver Island Land Use 
Plan.” For the second photo [below] he writes: “Managing for old-
forest retention and biodiversity in a Special Management Zone means 
clearcutting around old trees and leaving slash piles, permanent roads 
and damaged hydrological function.”

The excerpts quoted after this paragraph are from a longer piece, 
“Old-Growth Deferral Areas Are Not What You Think They Are”, 
written by David Broadland, and published in November 2021.

DAVID: To give you a picture of what loggable deferrals might look 
like on the ground, consider the image [on the cover]. I photographed 
this group of 250- to 400-year-old Douglas firs in TFL 47 on Quadra 
Island. The largest tree in this small grove measured 22.5 feet in 
circumference at breast height. Every single small tree between them, 
save one, had been removed.

Old-growth forests are almost always a mix of different tree species 
of different ages. The younger trees are not plantation regrowth, or 
‘second growth.’ They are an essential component of an old-growth 
forest, which is a dynamic process that can go on for thousands of years. 
On Quadra Island, like elsewhere, the plants and animals that live in 
these forests are not found in plantations created by humans following 
clearcutting: the Northern Goshawk, the Marbelled Murrelet, the 
Northern Red-legged Frog, the Northern Pygmy Owl, the Wandering 
Salamander, and so on. They all need a complete old-growth forest to 
survive, not just the big, old trees.

In the—let’s call it the old-growth deferral area—on Quadra Island, 
the ground was littered with logging slash and several unburned piles 
remained. The land between the trees had been heavily disturbed and 
machinery had been driven through a small creek; the creek passed 
through a culvert under a branch of the main road. The road was heavily 
ballasted with rock which had been obtained by blasting bedrock in the 
deferral area. Roads like this are unlikely to ever support trees, let alone 
biodiversity.

I photographed this area on June 22, just as the ‘heat dome’ was 
building over the Pacific Northwest. The temperature in the deferral 
area was almost unbearable, yet intact forest nearby remained cool.

Why were these old trees left by the logging company, TimberWest 
[Mosaic]? This area of Quadra Island was given rare ‘Special 
Management Zone’ status under the 2004 Vancouver Island Land Use 
Plan. The main objective of SMZ 19 was to “sustain forest ecosystem 
structure and forest attributes associated with mature and old forests.” 
Driving that was recognition of the need to preserve “structural forest 
attributes and elements with important biodiversity functions.” The 
trees were left to protect against loss of biodiversity, in particular the 
species listed above. Most of the requirements

PHOTO: DAVID BROADLAND

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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a beautiful place to spend time

friendly & delicious
well-spaced,
great food &

casual fun

food service
in pods of up to six guests per table

HBI Pub
Wed–Fri 4pm – 8pm
Sat–Tue 1pm – 8pm

limited menu from 1 – 4pm  

Thu & Fri 4pm – 8pm 
Sat & Sun 1pm – 8pm

take out seven days a week:
call 285.3322 or Pub: 285.3539

a beautiful place to spend time

friendly & deliciousfriendly & deliciousfood service
in pods of up to six guests per table

HBI Pub
Thurs-Mon 1pm - 7pm
Tues & Wed 4pm - 7pm

limited menu from 1–4 pm  

Fridays only 4pm - 7pm
reservations recommended

well-spaced,
great food &

casual fun

take out seven days a week:
call 285.3322 or the Pub 285.3539

New Hours Starting January 3!
HBI PUB
OPEN 7 days a week 
Cooking 1pm to 7pm 
HBI FRONT DESK
OPEN Friday to Monday, 10am–3pm 
CLOSED Tuesday and Thursday
FUEL DOCK
OPEN Wednesday & Saturday
11am–3pm
HERON’S DINING ROOM CLOSED

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2       established for SMZ 19 have been ignored by the 
company and ministry, and the community has lost track of what was 
supposed to happen.

Rachael Holt, along with forest scientist Karen Price and forester 
Dave Dauss, authored the seminal ‘BC’s Old Growth Forests: A Last 
Stand for Biodiversity.’ That report, published in mid-2020, warned of 
the high risk of biodiversity loss BC faces as a result of over-exploitation 
of old-growth forests. I asked Holt if leaving old trees standing but 
logging everything between them would provide protection for 
biodiversity. “No,” she said.

I asked forester Herb Hammond what effect logging between old 
trees would have on those forests. Hammond is a well-known advocate 
for creating a new, ecologically-based relationship between humans and 
forests.

Hammond replied, “Logging in old-growth forests destroys old-
growth attributes, like multi-layered canopies, irregular canopy gaps, 
lichen populations throughout the canopy and on the ground, decayed 
fallen trees. All of these components of an old-growth forest play vital 
roles, from interception, storage, and filtration of water to provision 
of unique habitats for specialized species that only live in old-growth 
forests, like carnivorous beetles necessary to keep herbivorous beetles 
in check in the surrounding landscape. Simply put, logging in an old-
growth deferral area eliminates old-growth protection in that area and 
just moves us closer to the travesty of losing the benefits of old-growth 
forests that are vital to maintaining forest integrity, both in the old 
forests and in the young forests beyond. Logging and old-growth forests 
is an oxymoron and the height of human-centred thinking.”
Ray Grigg, Sierra Quadra • David Broadland, Focus Magazine

Setting the Record Straight
RECENTLY THERE HAVE BEEN comments made, both verbally and 
in writing, that indicate a failure to understand the culture and history 
of Quadra Island and suggest a belief that our Regional Director, Jim 
Abram, is personally responsible for the opposition to development 
proposals. While I haven’t always agreed with Jim, I feel he has made 
a real effort to fairly represent the views of the majority of Quadra 

Islanders. The Official Community Plan (OCP) was open to input from 
all residents at its creation and after subsequent revisions the same 
fundamental desire for environmental protection and preservation 
of a natural rural environment remains clear. This is something far 
more significant than a “parklike setting”. It relates to sustainability, 
mitigation of climate change and  ecological and community health. 
It should be no surprise that would-be property developers want it 
changed or thrown out entirely.

Quadra Island is in no position to incorporate, which would enable 
more direct local governance. As an unorganised territory we are under 
the auspices of the Regional District. The only real tool we have to 
determine our future is our OCP and a Director prepared to work for its 
implementation. The least desirable option would be someone in that 
position acting to benefit their personal financial interests or those of 
their associates.

In the current real estate reality, with property values the principal 
engine driving inflation, communities everywhere are under increasing 
pressure from developers and related opportunists. Property is gold, 
and if it can be acquired and subdivided into smaller lots fortunes can be 
made. The myth that smaller lots make housing more affordable is not 
borne out by statistics. People simply want a place to build and the price 
difference between one acre or five is negligible.

Areas designated Rural One are permitted three dwellings plus 
outbuildings. A survey of Quadra reveals that, in the majority of cases, 
roughly two acres of these properties are cleared and used for buildings, 
driveway and gardens, leaving about eight acres remaining in their 
natural state. Yet even with this zoning in place there is still the potential 
for hundreds more people to live here. It is an elegantly simple means 
of avoiding complex regulations, expensive infrastructure, higher 
taxes and the environmental degradation of traditional high density 
subdivisions.

In many ways Quadra is a microcosm of the larger world, where short 
term self interest and greed often shape our future. Perhaps those who 
think they are “inheriting” the Island should remember that after they 
are gone more generations will inherit this little piece of the Earth, and 
reflect on what will be left for them. 
– G. Murdoch
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www.discoveryislander.ca
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email news@discoveryislands.ca
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community announcements.
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Quadra Island Medical Clinic

phone 250.285.3540 •  fax 250.285.3549 • 654 Harper Rd, Q Cove 

Dr Steve Hughes CCFP MRCGP
and Pat Peterson NP
• Please phone  250 285 3540 for an appointment  
• Open Monday to Friday, 9 am to 4 pm
• We see patients by appointment only (no walk-ins)

• Lab & ECG by appointment only Wed & Fri, 7am to 11am
• Book blood tests online at v2.waitwhile.com/book/Quadralab

NEXT DEADLINE: Monday, January 31

Cortes RadioCortes RadioCortes Radio
Drop in and tune out

Opposition to Gowlland Harbour 
Views Rezoning Application
DEAR SRD RURAL DIRECTORS: 
I am writing to oppose the Schellinck-Gowlland Harbour View 
rezoning application.

I have lived on Quadra for over thirty years. I have lived on both 
the north end and the south end. I am a member of the ICAN Water 
Security Team and have been part of Quadra Island Conservancy and 
Stewardship Society for almost a decade. I have hosted a community 
outreach table, ‘Fridays for the Future’, on and off for a number of years.

I include this mini-bio to help you understand that my concerns about 
rezoning and intensifying population density on this island, at this time, 
come from a number of directions.

In terms of our world, as we’ve all come to understand, any 
increase in population for the sake of economic growth at the cost of 
environmental damage... is irrational. Mr. Schellinck has already shown 
us his disregard for environmental issues by the damage done due to his 
logging practices. I have walked and viewed his property. 

In terms of our community, we have insufficient infrastructure to 
support the increase in population, this proposal suggests. I sit in 
Quathiaski Cove (Fridays for the Future), and see that even during 
the off season, our parking lot is full. Ferry lines extend up the hill 
indicating sometimes, a more than one overload wait. The two ferry 
system coming our way will not relieve this situation and all will 
become more critical as we do not have enough island medical staff to 
service a growing population. 

Crucially, some of our community members are actively exploring 
a multifaceted, in-depth project to understand our water resources so 
there is a solid, scientific basis for evaluating present and future water 
concerns. The material that holds aquifer in the south end of our island, 
including Gowlland Harbour, Quathiaski Cove and Heriot Bay, is 
comparable to what is now struggling to support resident populations 
on islands to the south of us. I think it would be a huge mistake to take 

our water availability for granted 
in these changing climate times.

Perhaps my greatest worry 
here is that there are other 
greedy buggers out there, who 
are waiting to see what Mr. 
Schellinck can get away with. 
(I know them.) Precedent set. 
People who won’t live with this 
development’s consequences. 
People who are not looking to 
the requirements of the present 
community, with its desperate 
need for affordable housing. 
People who are really only 
concerned about making their 
buck.

Please enter my formal 
opposition to the Shellinck-
Gowlland Harbour View 
rezoning application 94/95 into 
the Public Hearing Record for 
Quadra Island. 

And please accept that these 
legitimate concerns can only 
reasonably support a rejection of 
this application.
Sincerely,
Kris Wellstein

OCP Quadra 
Amendment #94
SCHELLINCK, Gowlland 
Harbour, OCP amendment 
application. The following 
OCP amendment proposals 
#94 were written by the SRD 
planning staff. By provincial law, 
municipal planners are required 
to write by-law terms, conditions 
and amendments so that the 
applicant’s proposal is more likely 
to be accepted by the public and 
council.

Following are the 10 
amendments / terms of change 
to the OCP. The strike-through 
words were originally part of the 
written proposal, 2011. What 
remains is how the proposals are 
being presented to the public, 
through 2022, for consideration.

a) File 0550 04 Board, January 
5, 2021 from David Leitch to the 
Regional Board
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New to Quadra? 
The Discovery Islands Chamber

of Commerce and local
businesses welcome you with

a gift bag. 
Contact Judy at 285.2150

ISLAND FORUM

250.285.3783 • info@jtoelle.com • www.jtoelle.com

• BC licensed
residential builder

• Custom and
budget homes

• Resort and
commercial buildings

• Green energy rated

• Cost effective design

oelle Construction LtdBuilding for and employing 
islanders since 1980

page 1..... Bylaws No 94 and 95 have been 
prepared to FACILITATE the Gowland 
Harbour Views development proposal

b) Bylaw 94, Schedule A Section One Text 
Amendment: The re-designation to country 
residential is permitted to allow for model 
residential development provided that the 
proposal satisfies the following criteria:

i) the proposal represents a mode 
development that sets a high standard for 
future land development in the area.

ii) the proposed development and nature of 
the land use is viewed as being of significant 
value and demonstrates a higher and better 
use of the land

iii) significant community value is identified 
in the proposed development and/or desired 
amenities provided.

iv) the highest commitment to the protection 
of environmental attributes of the land base 
as identified through an environmental 
assessment and protected through an 
environmental covenant.

v) a commitment to significant retention of 
existing forest cover, protected through the 
registration of vegetation removal covenants.

vi) a commitment for the provision of parks, 
trails and green-ways.

vii) a commitment to a minimum of 50% 40% 
open space provided through the registration 
of dedicated building envelopes and /or no 
build covenants.

viii) the implementation of Best Management 
Practices, smart growth principles and green 
building strategies that include water and 
energy efficiency.

ix) the provision of appropriate services 
for water and liquid waste is achieved and 
integrated on site rainwater management, and

x) the proposed development is compatible 
with adjacent land and water uses and natural 
resource areas, is appropriate for the size of 
the parcel, is of at an appropriate scale and 
that does not exceed the carrying capacity of 
the land.

If you have opinions or concerns about 
the 10 amendments and how they might 
be interpreted, please email / write Aniko 
Nelson, Sr Manager, Community Services, 
Planning, Strathcona Regional District, 301–
990 Cedar St, Campbell River, BC, V9W 7Z8; 
email anelson@srd.ca; or email planning@srd.
ca; or phone 250.830.6700.
– Rod Burns

A Page from Salt 
Spring’s Play Book
HAVING LIVED on three Gulf Islands this 
past quarter century I feel I know something 
about island life and roughly know what runs 
what. Employment, residential development 
and resource use concern most, but we share 
another common thread. A single Regional 
Director represents each island. These 
Directors can influence decisions, but their 
votes carry little weight in their respective 
Boardrooms.

When I lived on Salt Spring Island, the 
Parks Arts and Recreation Commission 
(PARC) acted as an arm of the Capital 
Regional District (CRD). Comprised of 
an office manager and a small staff, PARC 
provided recreational programming, 
managed the Saturday Market, maintained 
public washrooms, the parks, trails and the 
recreational facilities. Direction also came 
from PARC Commissioners, local volunteers 
interviewed and appointed by community 
groups. Commissioners served limited and 
staggered terms. The Regional Director also 
sat at the table. The Official Community Plan 
(OCP) dictated the objectives, like connecting 
parkland to adjoining parkland. Achieved 
by convincing developers to set aside trails 
networks and locating their required land 
dedications where PARC wanted them, 
an island wide pathway became a feasible 

objective. PARC also established an account 
to fund future land acquisitions. They even 
managed to build and staff indoor pool 
without CRD assistance, which coincidentally 
included a land swap improving connectivity 
between the school and the pool.

Wanting to volunteer upon moving here, I 
found a local group comprised of our Regional 
Director, Emergency Social Services (ESS), 
fire, our road maintenance manager and 
the RCMP. As an aspiring ESS member, I 
attended these monthly public meetings for 
some time. Due to poor attendance, they 
became bi-monthly, then every three months; 
no one from the public ever came.

I suggest Quadra consider organizing 
something like PARC. Meet once a month 
with the Regional Director, take attendance, 
minutes, delegate responsibility and follow 
up on monthly action items. I believe such 
could give the Island a stronger voice, provide 
greater clarity, direction and control over 
current issues and establish future goals.
– Steve Peterson
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250.203.8652

ReneeStone@QuadraIsland.ca

Contact me for a list of current listings and sales 
for the past year (including links to photo galleries).

Renée Stone

Considering selling your home?
Get in touch today for a market evaluation 
and find out how working with a REALTOR™ 
can improve your home search or sale.

Time to Get Real: Life on
a Small Island in a Big World
WE HAVE HAD many changes on our beautiful Quadra Island in the 
last few years and even more seem to be in the works. I think now is the 
time for the current residents to decide how to move into the future. 
I believe most of the non-native population, whenever they arrived, 
came here for the slow paced, rural lifestyle. We are people who like to 
hike, kayak, fish, garden and feel safe in our homes. In normal (non-
pandemic) times we have an amazing amount of activities to keep us 
entertained. Our indigenous community has lived and cared for this 
island for many years before we arrived. Quadra’s population is varied 
and quite eclectic. This has made for a wonderful community. Of course 
we are going to have different views and desires for the future and I 
think we need to come together and find what the majority envisions 
for the years ahead. 

We all know that our ferry service is not adequate and most likely 
the new ferries will not alleviate the issue. It will be nice to have a ferry 
every half hour to lessen the anxiety of missing the ferry but with the 
continued growth in population and tourism, I don’t think we will be 
leaving home ten minutes before ferry departure thinking we will make 
the ferry. I hope I am wrong. 

The shortage of doctors has been an issue as long as I’ve been here 
and it seems to be a trend nationwide. So the chances of that changing 
are slim. 

We have narrow roads, with no walkways or bike paths and the 
costs to provide those are not in the budget unless we all want to pay 
considerably higher taxes. Same with sewer and water systems. 

We are just now learning about our drinking water on the island and 
have no idea what the actual supply is or what amount of population 
it can sustain. Because we see so much rain in certain seasons some of 
us assume it is an endless resource. But water falling from the sky and 
water retention are not the same. 

Our wonderful forests provide us beauty, water filtration, clean air, 
wood for building, heat and habitat for the creatures sharing life with 
us. We need to decide how we want to go forward with our extraction 
of resources or not. I think it is important to consider our changing 

weather and drastic events that seem to be happening more often as we 
plan and to also consider how we can go forward in a balanced way. I 
heat my house with wood but am very opposed to cutting any old more 
growth forests. We each have to come to terms with our dichotomies. 

Housing for the current population is a looming issue and I often 
think we keep going in the same direction and getting the same 
unsatisfactory results. Do we really need more large lot, single family 
homes. This facilitates more affluent people coming here from off island 
but does nothing to provide housing for the younger population who 
work our service industries and keep the island running and relevant. 
There are many older people here, myself included, who are ready 
now or soon will be ready to move into lower maintenance residences. 
There are very, very few available. There has been little development for 
transition housing to allow seniors to move to perhaps patio homes or 
condos. As older people move from their single family, larger lot homes 
this opens up housing for movement in the market and more inventory. 
It is the normal order as the generations move and open up housing for 
others. I would love to see a family in my house moving up to allow the 
younger ones behind them move into their house. 

I was very interested a few years ago when the idea was put forward 
about developing the land near the current recycle bins. That was an 
exciting concept and I think the kind of development we need here. The 
current senior housing which is very limited filled up immediately and 
serves the need of that part of the population very nicely. But there are 
seniors who don’t qualify or who want a different sitting. Many older 
people have left the island for Campbell River, Comox, Victoria or other 
places in the last few years who would have preferred to stay but no 
longer wanted to or could maintain their current residences. 

There is a large building sitting vacant near the ferry that could be 
turned into condos or a cooperative. It would probably need changes 
and remodels but in the meantime it sits vacant and useless. I saw the 
idea of a 90 person conference centre proposed for that property. Does 
that make sense to anyone? Why would we want 90 people with their 
families and cars on the ferries, roads, etc when we can’t accommodate 
the current tourist loads? Why is it we never seem to acknowledge 
the realities of life on a small island? It is limited in size, resources 
and services. Why want to change the very nature of what Quadra 
is? There are very few places like this left in the world and we need to 
come together and be a community with a reasonable vision for our 
future. Can we keep our lifestyle in this modern world or do we need to 
change? 

It is time we stop throwing out unworkable ideas and get real about 
our situation here and worldwide. 

“What do we see for our future?” 
“Do we want it to be like where we came TO or where we came 

FROM?”
“What do we need to do to achieve it?”
“Is it actually possible to make this happen in our current world and 

within the regulations governing us?”
I lived many places in the years before I came to Quadra. When I 

arrived here I finally felt I had arrived home. I love this island and am 
daily awed to live in such a wonderful place. I hope to be here until the 
very end of being me. So I hope we can all work together to come to a 
consensus for our future.
Regards,
Jan Brettnacher

More Island Forum letters on pages 18 & 19
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Welcome
THE HERIOT BAY INN is welcoming

The Jabberjockeys
The jabber yeahs and the jabber nays,
Jibber and jabber about their leader’s ways.
Locking down venues, mandating new laws,
Restricting freedoms without just cause.
Blaming the nays, calling them names,
Polarizing and playing political games.
To jab or not to jab, that is the question
But you have no choice, it is not a suggestion.
No jab, no job, you are on your own
As long as JabberJustin sits on the throne.
With no consultation he governs alone
His decisions divisive, his credibility  blown.
While his Premiers make their own laws and rules,
Some tax the unvaxxed, some close their schools.
The jibbering Jabberjockeys are losing the race
And the captains of commerce are racing to space.
As Omicron sweeps through every nation
Social media stirs up more agitation.
Throughout the world there is no consensus,
The invisible invader breaks all the defences.
A united world might win this battle,
If the press would shut off its incessant prattle.
Covid news is now a global addiction,
It’s beginning to sound like science fiction. 
Fear mongering only leads to more strife.
Death is the only sure thing in this life.
So live for the moment, care for each other,
Who wants a world governed by the Big Brother? 
– Ann McLean

POETRY

QUADRA PUBLIC 
HEARINGS 
POSTPONED
DUE TO THE most recent Omicron variant 
outbreak of Covid-19, the following public 
hearings will be rescheduled to an available 
date in late April 2022. All Covid protocols 
will apply.

• Quadra Bylaw Nos. 94 & 95 (Schellinck 
Development)

• Quadra Bylaw Nos. 432 & 433 (Quadra 
Links Development)

 Correspondence received for the January 
public hearings will form part of the 
rescheduled hearing records. 

You can continue to submit letters or 
emails regarding both these hearings 
right up to the time the hearings take 
place in April.

Direct your written comments to:
Aniko Nelson, Regional District Office, 

301–990 Cedar Street, Campbell River BC 
V9W 7Z8.

Direct your emails to: anelson@srd.ca
And please CC Jim Abram: jimabram@

xplornet.ca; or Box 278, Q Cove, BC V0P1N0 
Cultural Events 
Cancellations
AFTER TWO YEARS of Covid cancellations 
Quadra Cultural Events had been looking 
forward to bringing the Spring portion 
of our live music presentations to Quadra 
Island. However, both Janelle Fung/Marina 
Thibeault, scheduled for Saturday, January 
29, 2022 and The Lost Fingers, scheduled for 
Saturday, February 12, 2022 have cancelled 
their tours. 

It had become very difficult for these 
performers to continue due to further 
venues cancellations, provincial restrictions 
throughout the entire BC, higher transmission 
risk and paramountly, the health and safety for 
all those who would be attending and those 
who are involved. Both these performances 
were rescheduled from last year by Quadra 
Cultural Events and everyone was hopeful 
that Covid would be a thing of the past by 
now. It’s not the case. 

At the moment, The Slocan Ramblers, 
scheduled for Friday, March 4, 2022 are 
planning to perform on Quadra Island. They 
are a Canadian Bluegrass quartet and if things 
work out, it will be a great concert. 

We do hope that if The Slocan Ramblers are 
able to visit Quadra, we will all be able to give 
them a warm welcome and show our support 
of live music. 
– Quadra Cultural Events

Remembering William 
YEARS AGO, when I was president and very 
active in the BC Old Age Pensioners, I would 
take the seniors on many boat trips and other 
excursions. One in particular was taking the 
seniors to William Van Orden’s art display of 
fish and other ocean life that he created, in 
Heriot Bay. William Van Orden would point 
out the different types of fish and where they 
swam in the ocean. The seniors were very 
pleased with William’s beautiful art display. 
Hundreds of seniors enjoyed listening to and 
seeing Williams Van Orden’s work. William 
will be missed.
– Ruth C. Amiabel

KUDOS TO Kevin Elke for cheerfully coming 
to our little home in the deep dark snowy 
woods. Two times!! Kudos to Kristene Perron 
from Better at Home for sending him to the 
rescue! Thank you, thank you!
– the Walters

THANKS

Good News for QCC 
and YOU!
WE WERE VERY EXCITED to hear the 
Provincial Health Officer’s announcement on  
January 18th lifting the ban on adult physical 
activities! As of January 20th, participants can 
return to joining their favourite yoga or low 
impact fitness activities here at QCC. If you 
were already signed up with an instructor, 
please contact them to find out when they 
plan to resume, or you can also go to our 
NEW online REC CALENDAR to see what is 
on offer: http://www.quadrarec.bc.ca/events

All current health restrictions apply: 
vaccine verification, mask wearing, 
distancing, and capacity limits at 50%. Space 
is limited, so be sure to pre-register!

We are looking forward to seeing your 
faces again (distanced and masked, of course) 
SOON at QCC!
Quadra Community Centre 
Phone: 250.285.3243
Email: info@quadrarec.bc.ca.
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Preschool Program
For 2.5 to 5 years

(Toilet training not required)

7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Monday to Friday

250-285-3511
Please inquire about government subsidies

Find us online
quadrachildrenscentre.weebly.com

School Age Program
Quadra Juniors 

Kindergarten to Grade 2
Quadra Peaks Grade 3-5

Before School Care Program 
K-Grade 5

QI Outdoor Club
Upcoming Events
THE PLANNED TRIPS over the last month 
have certainly taken a beating.  I expect that 
many of you are still spending your outdoor 
time dealing with trees and branches.  
Nonetheless, we have trips planned until the 
end of February and even into March. Here 
are the upcoming trips:

25 JAN, TUESDAY  Hike a Fir Crest–Haskin 
Farm Loop 
2 FEB, WEDNESDAY  Hike a Village Bay 
Lakes Loop (rescheduled)
9 FEB, WEDNESDAY  Hot chocolate walk 
along the Campbell River waterfront
16 FEB, WEDNESDAY  Snow at Mount 
Washington
23 FEB, WEDNESDAY  Hike the Quinsam 
River Trails (rescheduled)
23 MAR, WEDNESDAY  Paddle to Bays, 
Bretons and Beyond

These outings have trip details available 
on the webpage by visiting https://
qioutdoorclub.org/schedule-fall-
winter-2021-22/   For more information about 
the Quadra Island Outdoor Club, you can 
email  qioutdoorclub@gmail.com

Way to Go
JOIN US on the third Monday of the month 
for conversations about death and dying, 7:15 
to 8:45pm, QCC Room 3, including a time 
of sharing, short business, presentation and 
discussion. Bring proof of vaccination, mask, 
and a twoonie for the rental. Info 285.3298. 

Upcoming meetings are Feb. 21, Mar. 21, & 
Apr. 18. The Death Education Fair has been 
postponed to Sun. Apr. 3, from 1 to 3:30. To 
help with the fair, email margaret.verschuur@
gmail.com.

Studio Tour
Extended Deadline
for Applications 

DUE TO THE recent extreme weather 
conditions, artists who are interested in 
participating in the 2022 Quadra Island Studio 
Tour ( June 4th and 5th) have been granted 
an extra two weeks to send in their forms. 
Application forms for the weekend event as 
well as the year-round brochure can be picked 
up at Inspirations in the Cove. New deadline 
for applying is January 31. For additional 
information phone 250.285.3101.

Summer Music
EVER OPTIMISTIC, the Quadra Island 
Chamber Music Society, purveyors of fine 
music since 2011, would like to remind you 
that this year’s Festival of Chamber Music will 
be held July 18–22 (that’s Monday through 
Friday), in accordance with provincial Covid 
guidelines at that time. Practice your armchair 
conducting with some encore performers, 
some new faces and a surprise or two. Check 
out our website at quadrafestival.ca.

Free Tutoring at QCC
NEED HELP with the basic skills of Math and 
Science? Free tutoring in Math and Science 
for grade levels 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 (ages 10 to 16 
years). Commencing Tuesday, January 18th, 
2022 (5:30 pm until 8:30 pm) at the Quadra 
Island Community Centre, Room 1.  

Tutoring will continue each Tuesday, same 
time, same place, until March 2022. 

Fee of $5 per session, to cover basic 
expenses. Interested individuals must register 
with QCC, as there is limited space. Please 
note that COVID-19 protocols are in place. 
– Denise Chisholm   

Two LEARN Food 
Security Hands-on 
Workshops
BROUGHT TO YOU by ICAN and the Quadra 
Island Garden Club, this time online with 
Zoom.

January 27, 2:30pm–3:30pm via Zoom
Learn to Sprout: Winter Garden in a Bottle
with Barb Mindell
Learn:
• How to grow sprouted seeds & legumes
• Tricks to keep sprouts fresh
• Nutritional benefits of sprouts
Leave with:
• Seeds, jars, lids and two types of sprouts 
already started!

February 12, 10am–11:30am via Zoom
Learn to Grow Microgreens with Aaron 
Quesnel, Sky Harvest Farm
Learn:
• To grow 3 types of microgreens – seeding, 
lighting, watering, and harvesting
• Creative ideas for cooking with microgreens
Leave with:
• Seeds, nested tray, spray bottle and 
microgreens already planted!

To register:
Email QuadraIcanSociety@gmail.com     
Workshop Kit and Zoom link provided upon 
registration.
Cost: By donation

At The Legion
NEW HOURS are Wednesday to Sunday 
from 3pm; the Legion is closed Monday and 
Tuesday. The first Bingo of 2022 is on Saturday 
January 29 from 7 to 10pm! Al is cooking up 
delicious dinners – dine in or take-out! Call 
285.3121. 

Thank you to Michael Kinser and Above All 
Gutters for the fabulous job! Much appreciated! 

Garden Club: Two 
Tales of Two Properties
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21 AT 7PM (ZOOM)
• Getting the Most From Your Garden: 
Identifying Your Site’s Limiting Factors and 
How to Overcome Them, with Terry Phillips. 
A personal story of lessons learned from a 
difficult site, plus tips and tricks to help you.
• From Clear Cut to Prolific Forest, with 
Lilianne Langevin. A personal story of how a 
property was transformed over the years from 
a logging slash to what it is today.

For the Zoom link, please go https://
quadraislandgardenclub.com/club-meetings-
and-events/.
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TOP: Sam Keefer and the Samboni in 
action. Photo: Brody Wilson 
CENTRE: Sam Keefer handles the 
puck during a quiet moment on 
Luoma Lake. Photo: Emma Baker
TOP LEFT: Sam and Jari Keefer have 
breakfast and warm up near the 
Samboni as Molly supervises. Photo: Emma Baker
LOWER LEFT : Brody Wilson, Greg Shea, Jolie Shea, and Cristina Fox enjoy some 
laughs on the lake. Photo: Brody Wilson’s long arm
JUST ... LEFT: Kieran Geraghty and Squirt enjoy a break together.
Photo: Erin Slobogian
TOP RIGHT: Harmony Fox Wilson, Cedar Waslewski, and Cristina Fox give their 
hardworking feet a rest. Photo: Brody Wilson 
LOWER RIGHT: Mo Cameron receives the puck. Photo: Erin Slobogian

 

RECENT TEMPERATURES blessed local snow sport enthusiasts with 
ideal outdoor skating conditions. Thanks to Sam Keefer, Paul Nimmon 
and Annik Dumouchel, and Greg and Jolie Shea, the Al Luoma 
Memorial Hockey Rink and the leisure ice loop circuit hosted happy 
skaters throughout the holidays. The longtime neighbours took to the 
challenge of clearing deep heavy snow from the ice surface so friends 
and family could enjoy a favourite winter tradition. According to 
Keefer, “There is nothing like skating, pond hockey, and good friends to 
help make Granite Bay’s tough winter fun!”

Skaters kept warm with thermoses of hot 
chocolate around a bonfire, and were treated 
to intense uptempo hockey courtesy of 
Quadra’s own Old Growth alumni and former 
West Wind Warriors players. The smooth, 
fast ice was achieved through Keefer’s 
creative invention, dubbed the “Samboni”. 
Built from a retired 55 gallon oil drum and 
random plumbing and metal scraps atop a 
pair of old cross country skis, the Samboni 
is pulled across the ice with a squeegee-
wielding sweeper following behind. In 
addition to improving the ice, the Samboni 
doubled as a warm fire to keep skaters toasty 
as well as a grill to keep bellies full. 

The opportunity to skate this winter is 
particularly welcome in light of the ongoing 

strike at the Strathcona Gardens Recreation Complex in Campbell 
River. The convenience of staying on-island and the benefits of fresh 
air and familiar faces were extra plusses. Luoma Lake local Maese Shea 
explained what the special time meant to her: “I love the feeling of my 
improvement in my skating each day, as well as the sharpness of the 
blades as they glide through the ice.” 

“I liked it because it’s where I learned how to skate. I also thought 
it was fun because I got to be with Jari,” beamed Jason Roberts. In 

response, a rosy-cheeked Jari Keefer blurted 
out, “I love hockey!” 

With the deep snowpack so far, it’s likely 
to be a long winter on the north end of 
the island. However, due to fluctuating 
temperatures and increased snowfall, it’s 
uncertain if skating will be possible again 
this year. The unexpected magic of nature’s 
gifts reminds us to live in the present with 
grateful hearts.
– Laura Bennett

Finding Winter Magic on Luoma Lake
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Reasonable rates - call Dave B 
604-373-6440

Keep Windows 7 up & running

email: northernsuncomputers@gmail.com

Growing Food, 
Invitation #1
SO, YOU THINK January is a strange time to 
be thinking about gardening? Not me. Winter 
is the only time that I let anyone into my 
backyard to see my garden. And I am even 
more likely to make that invitation if there has 
been a recent snowfall. Then everything looks 
really pretty.

After sixteen years of living on a boat, my 
gardening skills were pretty rusty. Since 
landing on Quadra, my most successful 
gardening has been overwintering broccoli. 
Plant in fall; harvest in spring. No weeding. 
No watering. No pests. During the summer, 
my garden looks like the oregano is trying to 
strangle the earwig-infested arugula and the 
pole beans have an attachment disorder.

During my first winter here, I was 
innocently buying groceries in the TruValue 
in Q Cove, when the cashier asked me if I 
was planning to have a garden. No one had 
asked me that in my fifty years of adult life. 
Subsequently, every social gathering had me 
cornered by an amateur professional gardener. 
The depth of gardening knowledge on this 
island surpasses the aquifer that is being used 
to water the garden. So, when visitors (rudely, 
in my estimation) ask to see my garden, I 
distract them. Suddenly, everyone prefers to 
go inside and have a nice cup of tea in a room 
without a view of the backyard.

Which doesn’t mean that I don’t value the 
concept of growing your own food. Quite 
the contrary. However, after five years of 
attempting to grow various vegetables, I have 
way too much evidence of the gap between 
the rosy pictures in my mind and what arrives 
in my kitchen.

Meanwhile, despite Quadra’s rocky 
reputation, various farm stands provide 
samples of gardening success. The Quadra 
Island Food Guide lists sources of available 
produce. And there is a healthy underground 
market where friends and neighbours share 
and trade the bounty from their gardens.

The QI Garden Club/ICAN Food Security 
team is hoping to harvest some of this 
knowledge by promoting the growing of 
more food. An easy way to do this is to match 
folks who are willing to share their land or 
garden with those who would like to garden 
but do not have suitable space. Those offering 
land and those offering to garden might 
fit into either the experienced gardener or 
the intimidated gardener category. All are 
welcome.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Disclaimer: The QI Garden Club/
ICAN Food Security Team will make the 
introductions and then you are on your 
own. We’re posing as a dating website. We’ll 
provide you with a cheat sheet ie. questions 
you may want to ask each other prior to any 
(prenuptial) agreement.

Many Quadrites already have this kind 
of arrangement, so we are simply offering 
our help in order to increase the number 
of gardens, increase the number of people 
who are able to garden, as well as increase 
the productivity of the gardens that already 
exist. Our recent experience with flooding 
in the Lower Mainland and the disruption to 
the “supply chain” added to what we already 
knew to be the tenuous nature of relying on 
vegetables from California.

If you have land or a garden that would 
benefit from some energetic gardeners, 
or if you are one of those potentially 
energetic gardeners, please send an email 
to quadraicansociety@gmail.com We will 
send you some questions to determine 
your location, what help you are seeking or 
what help you are able to provide. We will 
introduce you to someone that we hope will 
be a good match. Then it will be up to both 
parties to sow the seeds and watch them grow.
– Leona Skovgaard for Jen Banks-Doll (co-
chair) and the Garden Club/ICAN Food 
Security Team

Adopt a Light Trap
AND HELP monitor Dungeness crabs in 
the Salish Sea! Do you have a passion for 
the marine environment and the amazing 
creatures that live in it? Want to get involved 
in a community science project to help 
monitor a critically important species in the 
Salish Sea? 

The Hakai Institute is looking for volunteer 
help from Discovery Island community 
members to collect valuable data on baby 
Dungeness crabs using light traps.

What is a light trap? These clever 
contraptions float at the ocean surface 
attached to a dock or buoy. They sport an LED 
light that turns on at night to attract all sorts 
of marine animals that swim and drift in the 
water, including larval crabs, shrimp, herring 
and octopus to name a few.

We are building a network of community 
partners across the Salish Sea to track the 
seasonal arrival and abundance of larval 
Dungeness crabs and other marine species 
of interest. This project, called Sentinels of 
Change, is one of Hakai’s first projects for the 
UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable 
Development.

If you enjoy getting your hands wet and 
would like to engage with other community 
scientists and volunteer to help monitor the 
life found in your local waters, we would love 
to hear from you!

Light trap monitoring will begin in April 
2022 and run through until September. We 
will provide equipment, training, and support 
throughout!

To find out more about this project you 
can visit our website at sentinels.hakai.org or 
email us at sentinels@hakai.org

NEW HOURS: HBI FRONT DESK
OPEN Friday to Monday, 10am to 3pm 
CLOSED Tuesday and Thursday
FUEL DOCK
OPEN two days a week, Wednesday and 
Saturday, 11am to 3pm
HBI PUB
OPEN 7 days a week , Cooking 1 to 7pm
HERON’S DINING ROOM CLOSED

SHOP
DISCOVERY ISLANDERS

LOCAL
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Good morning to everyone! I am going 
to try to limit this report to two important 
items just for your information. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Although these previously proposed hearing 
dates will be passed by the time you read this, 
I want you to see that I did put out notice 
immediately when the situation changed. I 
posted the following on my Face Book page 
as soon as the motions passed. Please see the 
following, copied from my FB page:
Jim A. Abram, January 12 at 2:13 PM
Shared with Public. BREAKING NEWS...
I would like to advise all of the people that 
were planning to attend the two Public 
Hearings scheduled for January 18 and 
January 19, that the Strathcona Regional 
District Board just passed (minutes ago) the 
two following motions:
1) “Due to the most recent Omicron variant 
outbreak of Covid 19, that the public hearing 
for the Schellinck development scheduled 
for January 18, 2022 be rescheduled to an 
available date in late April 2022, at 7pm at 
the Quadra Island Community Centre. All 
COVID protocols will apply.” 
2) “Due to the most recent Omicron variant 
outbreak of Covid 19, that the public hearing 
for the Quadra Links development scheduled 
for January 19, 2022 be rescheduled to an 
available date in late April 2022, at 7pm at 
the Quadra Island Community Centre. All 
COVID protocols will apply.” 
They will post this change on their website but 
I think this will reach more people quicker. 
Please feel free to Share.

Many other meetings are being postponed 
and rescheduled. 

I would like to assure anyone that has 
submitted a letter or email on either or both 
proposals, that their correspondence will be 
put into the Public Hearing binder and will 
still form part of the public record.

I would also encourage people to continue 
to make their submissions as they see fit, 
as they will also be entered into the public 
record.

Thank you to those that have already 
submitted and hopefully this delay will not 
discourage others from expressing their 
opinions

The Public Hearings will be well advertised 
when it is safe to have them, hopefully in 
April. THE HEARINGS WILL STILL BE 
‘IN-PERSON’ Hearings, but all forms of 
comment will be entered into the record.

I am sorry if this has caused anyone 
any inconvenience, but the health of our 

community is paramount.
Thank you for participating in our 

community processes and our democracy.
I would like to emphasize the following lines 

from above, since this is just a postponement 
and I want everyone to know that their input 
is still welcomed:

I would also encourage people to continue 
to make their submissions as they see fit, 
as they will also be entered into the public 
record.

Thank you to those that have already 
submitted and hopefully this delay will not 
discourage others from expressing their 
opinions

I am disappointed that we were delayed by 
the rapid spread of COVID province-wide 
and in our own community. I hope this will 
encourage any vaccine hesitant people who 
are able to, to get vaccinated so that we can 
allow proceedings such as this to take place. 

INDEPENDENT POWER PROJECTS / BUTE 
AND TOBA WATERSHEDS
This is an issue that effects all of us. We 
have been fighting this since about 2008 
and the first application was eventually 
denied. However it came back to haunt us 
a few years later and is being resurrected 
by a Turkish millionaire, living in New 
York City, and applying through a Vancouver 
numbered company. I and a dedicated group 
of island residents have written, emailed, 
phoned and met with government to try 
to stop this insanity. The project is over 
the entire Bute and Toba watersheds and 
will impact the environment, the fishery, 
the critters, the forests, the rivers and our 
local business community, including those 
from Campbell River and First Nations. I 
have received permission from the Editor of 
the BirdsEye to post her recent article here 
in the DI. This article is about the approval 
by the bureaucracy to allow this to proceed 
in spite of phenomenal opposition. I have 
already started asking for meetings with the 
Minister and many of the associated MLA’s, 
Parliamentary Secretaries and Ministers of 
State, to discuss this dangerous proposal. It 
also includes a water license which would 
allow other privileges in the future. So here 
is the link to the article: thebirdseye.ca  It is 
on page 3 of the January 12 issue. It is a real 
mystery to both the Editor and to me along 
with all of the presenters, that none of us 
were given any indication that this was being 
approved. Normal protocol would be to send 
a letter to each telling of the decision. Very 
fishy!

So I will be hearing back shortly if I will 
be having a group meeting of Ministers. I 
have spoken to two of them and they are as 
surprised as I was. I’ll keep you informed.

OTHER BUSINESS
I have upcoming meetings of the Electoral 
Area Services Committee regarding budget, 
another meeting of the Marine Area Planning 
Partnership fisheries economy working group, 
a Comox Valley Solid Waste Management 
Committee meeting, an SRD First Nations 
Committee meeting, an SRD Board meeting, 
a Comox Strathcona Regional Hospital 
District meeting, a major meeting with 
Island Health senior managers and our health 
professionals and staff regarding provision 
of Doctor services on Quadra and the outer 
islands, a meeting of the Federal Ocean 
Protection Plan national committee, another 
meeting with the Marine Area Planning 
Partnership larger group and then of course 
all of the day to day emergencies that seem to 
crop up more and more each day. The emails 
and calls always get returned and are a daily 
occurrence. So that should give you some idea 
of how I spend my time!

IN CONCLUSION
I hope that all of you are managing through 
all of the bizarre weather and power outages. 
I must give a big thank you to the Hydro 
crews that worked in snow and sub zero 
temperatures to restore power and to our local 
Mainroad road crews for the remarkable job 
they did in trying to keep up with relentless 
snowfalls, freezing rain, and ice. Thank you to 
all of you for trying to keep us moving!

I hope that all of you have been able to get 
your second (and third, where appropriate) 
vaccination against this plague that is disrupting 
our lives so incredibly. Get vaccinated, (kids 
also!), get your passports and let’s move on, 
OK! As local government officials we have been 
asked repeatedly by the Province and PHO to 
help spread the word far and wide. 

For the time being, while I am recovering 
from my injury, please email me rather than 
the other choices. After that, feel free to 
contact me between the hours of 9am and 
4pm, Monday through Friday (please, not on 
weekends or holidays, folks!) at 285-3333, or 
you can fax me at 285-3533 or you can email 
me anytime at  jimabram@xplornet.ca  or by 
mail at Box 278 in the Cove, V0P 1N0… 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Abram, Director, Discovery Islands-
Mainland Inlets, Area C,
Strathcona Regional District

REGIONAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT JANUARY 17,  2022
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DI Submissions
w

• Email us at:  news @discoveryislands.ca
• Drop off your item at Inspirations

in Quathiaski Cove
• Or you can bring it to our office at

701 Cape Mudge Road

J J J J J

CR ART GALLERY

TimberWest Forest Corp.
Quadra – Quinsam Forest Stewardship Plan

Mosaic Forest Management (Mosaic), on behalf of TimberWest 
Forest Corp., North Island Operation, gives notice and invites written 
comment on a proposed replacement to the approved Quadra-Quinsam 
Forest Stewardship Plan (FSP). The FSP covers the geographic areas 
of Tree Farm Licence 47 on Quadra Island and Forest Licence A94736 
in the vicinity of Quinsam Lake.
The FSP shows the location of Forest Development Units and provides 
the results and strategies that the FSP holder will follow in relation to 
the Forest and Range Practices Act.
This FSP, when approved, will form the basis for future development 
of roads and cutblocks, leading to the issuance of cutting permits, 
which provide authority to harvest.  The FSP may be amended as a 
result of written comments received during the public review and 
comment period.  The public review and comment period runs from 
December 8, 2021 to February 10, 2022.
The FSP will be available for review at the following location, dates 
and time.  To ensure a representative from Mosaic is available to 
discuss the plan any interested parties should telephone in advance to 
arrange an appointment.

If any interested parties are unable to review the proposed plan during 
these times, arrangements can be made to view the plan at a time of 
mutual convenience.
Comments must be in writing and be received no later than 
February 10, 2022.
Please send to the attention of: Jennifer Peschke, RPF
Area Forester, Mosaic Forest Management, Box 2800 Campbell River, 
B.C. V9W 5C5 e-mail: jennifer.peschke@mosaicforests.com 

Mosaic Forest Management
4475 N. Island Highway
Campbell River, B.C.

December 8, 2021 to
February 10, 2022
Weekdays, excluding 
Holidays

9:00 am – 12:00 pm and
1:00 to 4:00 pm 
For appointment phone
Jennifer Peschke
(250) 286-7332

 Location  Date  Time

The plan may be viewed online at the following website:
www.mosaicforests.com/stewardship-plans

40th Annual Members’ Show at 
Campbell River Art Gallery
JOIN THE CAMPBELL RIVER Arts Council and the Campbell River 
Art Gallery in celebrating the work of local artists at the 40th Annual 
Members’ Show, opening January 13, 2022.

A time honoured tradition, the Annual Members’ Show returns. The 
exhibition dates back even before the CRAG became the city’s public 
gallery. This year feels particularly special; we are so glad to see entries 
from well known artists in the community and newcomers. 

“The Members’ Show is one of the highlights of our cultural year 
in Campbell River,” said Ken Blackburn, executive director of the 
Campbell River Arts Council.  “The opportunity to witness the vast 
creativity and innovative spirit of our community is on full display in 
the Members’ Show.  It proves that we have a rich and strong cultural 
sector.  Our artists are amazing!"

Enjoy the work of artists from the North Island and Campbell River 
area as they display, never-before-shown work created in the last three 
years. 

Alongside the show, the gallery and council are launching a 
Professional Development for Artists series facilitated by Dazed and 
Confucius. The first seminar begins on Feb. 12, 2022. 

“Part of the Gallery’s mandate is to provide educational opportunities 
for our community,” said Sara Lopez Assu, executive director for 
the Campbell River Art Gallery. “Launching this new Professional 
Development series at the same time as the 40th anniversary of our 
Members’ Show made so much sense – we want to not only celebrate 
and exhibit our artists, but we also want to provide them with tools and 
resources to expand their practice into the professional art world.”

The Members’ Show is on display at the Campbell River Art Gallery 
from January 13 to February 26, 2022. For more information contact: 
Sara Lopez Assu, director@crartgallery.ca

NORTH ISLAND SURVIVORS’ 
HEALING SOCIETY          

CALL 250-287-3325

Professional individual counselling  
by appointment. Ages 5+

Trauma & Abuse 
Counselling Centre
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A Critique of Mosaic’s 2022 Forest Stewardship Plan, Part 1
MOSAIC'S 2022 Forest Stewardship Plan 
(FSP) for TimberWest is a legal document 
describing in general terms how the forests of 
Tree Farm Licence 47 on Quadra Island will 
be treated during the next five years. Except 
for changed dates and a few bureaucratic 
adjustments, it is ostensibly identical to its 
2017 predecessor, an indication that Mosaic’s 
management objectives have been unaltered 
by the climate crisis that is now occupying the 
attention of every thoughtful and informed 
human being on our planet. Their corporate 
activity is unchanged, as if they were 
somehow exempt from any responsibility for 
past and future “heat domes”, “atmospheric 
rivers” and the other extraordinary weather 
anomalies that have and will continue to 
plague us. 

Sadly, 2021 was just a prelude to what we 
can expect. The prospects are sobering for 
ourselves, for our children’s children, and 
for the animals and plants that have been our 
treasured companions in this beleaguered 
Eden of places. And the dire consequences 
are unstoppable unless we change how 
we conduct ourselves as individuals, as 
governments, and as corporations. Through 
convolutions that will be too complicated 
to anticipate, business as usual will 
inevitably take us to a succession of eventual 
catastrophies. 

For us, on Quadra Island, our greatest 
contribution to solving the climate crisis 
would be to reform the way our forests are 
treated. They sequester carbon, provide  
biodiversity, regulate climate, stabilize 
watersheds, and enrich our lives with 
recreation sites, all while offering a real as 
well as a symbolic modicum of optimism as 
antidote to the unspoken fear and looming 
despair that is beginning to permeate our lives.

Mosaic’s new FSP offers nothing in the 
form of any consoling or practical solutions. 
That it is ostensibly identical to its 2017 FSP 
reveals how disconnected its corporate 
reality is from the real one. It also exposes 
Mosaic’s indifference to many years of input 
from a concerned community regarding 
issues of recreation, scenery, tourism, 
species protection, biodiversity, watershed 
management, old growth forests, and now 
climate change. Any concern that interferes 
with Mosaic’s logging plans is met with 
indifference because Mosaic believes it 
knows all that needs to be known about 

forests and the community’s wellbeing. It 
incorrectly assumes that its corporate interests 
correspond to those of Quadra Islanders and, 
indeed, the entire planet.

For example, on Quadra Island specifically, 
regarding “Recreation Resources” in section 
7.3, the proposed FSP reads: “Although 
Recreation Sites and Trails have been legally 
established, no formal objectives (as required 
by FRSP [Forest and Range Practices Act], S. 
181) were established and therefore no Result 
or Strategy is required in this FSP.” 

This is the proviso that populates all the 
measures that are supposed to protect the 
health of forest ecologies in Tree Farm 
Licences. Every protection is overridden 
by the sacrosanct right to log. All concerns 
expressed by the Quadra community are 
expected to comply with the condition that 
they do not unduly limit timber supply, a 
stipulation that makes a mockery of any 
criticism of logging practices on our island.

Section 9, designated as “Quadra 
Consultation” in the FSP, is worth careful 
consideration because it defines the actual 
relationship between the Quadra community 
and Mosaic. It reads: “This section is provided 
for information only. It is not considered 
a legal part of this FSP. TimberWest is 
committed to maintaining the level of 
consultation with specific stakeholder groups 
in the plan area covered by this FSP. This 
consultation is not a legal requirement of 
Forest and Range Practices Act and therefore, 
represents a voluntary commitment by the 
holder of this FSP to undertake and support 
this consultation process.” In other words, 
Mosaic’s consultation with the community 
is non-binding, any agreements will have 
to conform to Mosaic’s criteria, they occur 
only at the pleasure of Mosaic, and they are 
extraneous to any legal dimensions of the FSP. 
The FSP effectively defines Mosaic as the sole 
arbiter of whatever happens on TFL 47 on 
Quadra Island. Without ownership, Mosaic is 
authorized to function as if it owns this public 
land. 

A loss of meaningful influence by the 
Quadra community creates frustration, 
tension, anger and resentment, feelings 
that are exacerbated by the obvious global 
imperative to do something substantial 
enough to at least slow the collapse of Earth’s 
life-sustaining ecosystems. Mosaic, as a 
corporation, with disproportionally greater 
influence than any individual, has a enlarged 
responsibility to help alleviate this unfolding 
crisis. 
– Ray Grigg
for Sierra Quadra  

Letters of concern can be sent to:
Jennifer Peschke RPF, 
Area Forester, Mosaic Forest 
Management,
Box 2800 Campbell River, B.C., V9W 
5C5
or: e-mail jennifer.peschke@
mosaicforests.com

Mosaic’s new FSP offers nothing 

in the form of any practical 

solutions. That it is ostensibly 

identical to its 2017 FSP reveals 

Mosaic’s indifference to many 

years of input from a concerned 

community regarding issues 

of recreation, scenery, tourism, 

species protection, biodiversity, 

watershed management, old 

growth forests, and now climate 

change. 

Even old growth trees and forests, which 
are specified in 7.1 for “retention” are 
protected only “to the extent practicable.” 
This caveat is freedom to log any such trees 
that find themselves to be inconveniently 
located. Regardless, in forest industry jargon, 
“retention” doesn’t necessarily mean they will 
be retained. 

As for the community’s decades of work 
and concerns about maintaining wild salmon 
populations in Hyacinthe Creek, the FSP is 
entirely dismissive of any such concern or any 
obligation to respond. The relevant Section 
7.5, “Fisheries Sensitive Watersheds”, reads 
as follows: “Not applicable. No fisheries 
sensitive watersheds continued under section 
180(f ) exist in the plan area.” Regardless, in 
Section 8.5, under the heading of “Water, 
Fish, Wildlife & Biodiversity Within Riparian 
Areas”, any objective to “conserve” these 
natural assets must be done “without unduly 
reducing the supply of timber from British 
Columbia forests.” 
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Like the DI
on FaceBook

TRUE STORIES

For free inspiration
call Blaine Smith
250.202.6299 
quadrablaine@gmail.com

O�ering Quadra's most diverse 
set of building skills... 
Let us manage all your 
home improvement dreams.

When Adventure 
Becomes 
Misadventure
I HIKE many places on Quadra so I’m fairly 
confident of where I am, or so I thought! I 
begin my hike along the Stramberg Creek on 
the west side of Stramberg lake.

This trail takes you to a crossing of the creek 
and the trail goes to the right on the other 
side. However I see some ribbons going left 
and head that way thinking perhaps it’s a trail. 
Twenty minutes in and I haven’t seen any 
ribbons so I decide to turn back. Thinking 
perhaps I’ll come out at Little Main Lake is 
the beginning of this adventure/misadventure. 

It’s about 1pm and I begin, with much 
effort, getting sometimes through but mostly 
over willow that is almost woven together. I 
make my way to stands of trees which turn 
out to be islands in this large area of almost 
impossible willow. It’s 4pm now. 

I cross a few small creeks that are knee deep 
with mud bottoms. I come to a larger creek 
and end up chest deep with my dog swimming 
past to the other side – and then it’s more 
willow and soft mud for perhaps 150 meters.

It’s 5:30pm and I’m now soaking wet and 
realizing I will have to spend the night out. 
I have a basic survival kit, and a machete. I 
see a very high bluff I’m not sure I have the 
strength to reach, but after a few short breaks 
I’m there. Cell phone’s full of water. The bluff 
is narrow, so I clean all the moss off in a large 
area and prepare a small fire pit. It’s 6:25pm. I 
build a small fire and begin to dry my clothes. 

It’s important to focus on the job at hand. 
To suppress panic I gather more wood. By 
now it’s almost dark and I see how small my 
bluff is; so I tie a rope from my belt back to a 
tree so I won’t walk off in the dark. Another 
rope ties my dog to my wrist, I don’t want 
her chasing something she might hear; she is 
pretty stressed. 

I spend most of the night drying clothes and 
looking up at the night sky. In the morning 
I see below me what could be a lake. I need 
water, so I descend the bluff back into more 
willow trying to find somewhere I can access 
the lake. Along the way I see at my feet a small 
rivulet, running water with a sand/gravel bed. 
Fighting down through the bracken I’m on my 
knees and have a small drink. It’s 1:30pm. 

As time moves on I find an old canoe with 
a broken paddle and not much left of the 
gunwale support. Easier to travel by water, 
I decide, and as I paddle along the shore I 
come to a fair sized creek. Shadowbrook. In 
the distance I see a very large open area. Main 
Lake? Perhaps. So with a lot of manoeuvering 
and some portaging I enter Main Lake. At 
least I know where I am now. 

It’s 4:30pm on Day Two. The canoe is very 
unstable and when my 70 lb dog moves, 
things get dicey – so I decide to stay close to 
shore. I’ve paddled for about an hour when 
the dog thinks we’re going to the beach – and 
launches herself out. The canoe goes over and 
now I’m totally submerged. As it’s getting on 
in the day, I decide to stay overnight. First 
the fire; match striker wet. I lay the matches 
and the striker paper on a rock in the sun for 
maybe 20 minutes. No luck. And being soaked 
again I get back in the canoe, lecture the dog, 
and paddle to stay warm while blowing my 
whistle. I paddle maybe an hour and a half and 
finally see in the distance two canoes. 

I blow my whistle and wave my survival 
foil blanket – and the canoists see me. Fifteen 
minutes later I’m telling them who I am and 
what has happened, and I lay down with my 
dog in the canoe. Three couples are tenting on 
the lake. They give me a hot water and sugar 
drink and a bit of something to eat. The dog 
too. They provide a dry set of clothes and take 
me to the phone at Village Bay Bridge. The 
RCMP, a dog handler, Search and Rescue 
ambulance all appear and I’m on my way 
home. It’s 8:45pm, Day Two. 

What have I learned? Be prepared. Take 
your pack every time you start out. If lost, 
focus on immediate concerns. Suppress panic. 
Stay busy.

I think saying THANK YOU to everyone is 
never going to be enough. I am humbled by 
the huge response and concern shown by so  
many Quadra Island people. I’m more than 
grateful.
– Mel Dery
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Curious about the value of your home?
Call for a free valuation today.

Client Focused. Results Driven

250-285-2141
Roman@RomansListings.com

http://quadrarealty.ca 

Roman Krzaczek
Realtor®

REAL ESTATE

December in
Real Estate
THE FIRST market statistics of the year were 
published late therefore I’m including them 
in this article instead of the last one. I can’t 
believe we are mid way through January 
already! 

I’m assuming by now you have all received 
your BC Assessment and you’re excited at 
the fact that your home is worth more than 
30% and in some cases even 50% more! Your 
property taxes will not go up by 50%, don’t 
worry. They will certainly go up, though.  

CAMPBELL RIVER
According to the British Columbia Real 
Estate Association, the supply situation is 
especially critical in markets outside the 
Lower Mainland, with one of the worst being 
Vancouver Island. Even if sales were to return 
to long-run average levels, total listings would 
need to nearly double to achieve a balanced 
market, and the road to doubling those listings 
lies in building more homes.

“Expanding inventory is the key to 
affordability, and it requires a coordinated 
effort from all levels of government and 
adequate incentives for municipalities to take 
action,” says Mackay. “The public also has 
a role to play by being more open to gentle 
densification in some areas.”

The benchmark price for a detached home 
in Campbell River in December reached 
$689,000. Benchmark price for an apartment: 
$335,000. Benchmark price for a townhouse: 
$505,300.

Average sale price in 2021 in Campbell River 
was $692,906 compared to $537,494 in 2020. 

QUADRA ISLAND
Quadra Island saw a very busy December with 
3 listings sold (pending), 2 sold, 1 cancelled 
and 1 expired. 

Overall in 2021 Quadra Island had 42 listings 
in total that sold, 5 were cancelled, and 3 
expired.

If you would like more details including sold 
prices, go to my website and sign up and log in 
for free to members only area that will provide 
that information www.quadrarealty.ca

CORTES ISLAND
Cortes Island also had a relatively busy year 
with 14 listings sold, 2 cancelled, and 4 
expired. 

If you would like more details including sold 
prices, go to my website and sign up and log in 
for free to members only area that will provide 
that information www.quadrarealty.ca

CALGARY
“2021 Record year for home sales”. Thanks to 
exceptionally high sales in December, 2021 
was a record year for home sales. Calgary sales 
reached 27,686 units this year, nearly 72 per 
cent higher than last year and over 44 per cent 
higher than the 10-year average. “Concerns 
over inflation and rising lending rates likely 
created more urgency with buyers over the 
past few months. However, as is the case in 
many other cities, the supply has not kept 
pace with the demand causing strong price 
growth,” said CREB® Chief Economist Ann-
Marie Lurie.

The benchmark price of detached homes 
in the city of Calgary hit $547,300; semi-
detached: $432,400; row home: $300,100; 
apartments $252,000.

VANCOUVER
Metro Vancouver home sales reached an all-
time high in 2021 as housing needs remained a 
top priority for residents in the second year of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We begin 2022 with just over 5,000 homes 
for sale across the region. This is the lowest 
level we’ve seen in more than 30 years,” Keith 
Stewart, REBGV economist said. “With 
demand at record levels, residents shouldn’t 
expect home price growth to relent until 
there’s a more adequate supply of housing 
available to purchase.”

Looking across Metro Vancouver, Maple 
Ridge saw the largest increase in benchmark 
prices at 34.7 per cent, followed by Pitt 
Meadows (29.8 per cent) and Whistler (27.8 
per cent).

The benchmark price for a detached 
home is $1,910,200. This represents a 22 
per cent increase from December 2020. 
The benchmark price of an apartment 
home is $761,800. This represents a 12.8 
per cent increase from December 2020. 

The benchmark price of an attached home 
is $1,004,900. This represents a 22 per cent 
increase from December 2020.

TORONTO
In December, GTA REALTORS® reported 
6,031 sales – a strong result historically, but 
still down by more than 1,000 transactions 
(–15.7 per cent) compared to the record of 
7,154 set in December 2020. Over the same 
period, new listings were down by 11.9 per 
cent to 5,174. The MLS® Home Price Index 
Composite benchmark was up by 31.1 per 
cent year-over-year in December. The average 
selling price was up by 24.2 per cent annually 
to $1,157,849.

The average price for a detached home in 
area (416) is $1,698,178. The average price 
of a semi-detached home (416) is 1,342,429. 
The average price of a townhouse (416) is 
$997,208. The average price of a condo (416) is 
$730,792 as reported by the Toronto Regional 
Real Estate Board (TREBB).

Prediction for 2022: more of the same. 
Looks like the biggest problem we currently 
have is a huge demand for housing but 
supply of new housing is just not meeting the 
demand.  

In my opinion the most important drivers 
of the housing crisis are the low interest rates 
and very high numbers of newcomers to 
Canada. According to Sean Fraser (Minister 
of Immigration), Canada welcomed 401,000 
new immigrants in 2021.This is the most 
newcomers in a year in Canadian history since 
1913. The federal government is planning to 
bring 411,000 immigrants in 2022.

Are you thinking of selling your home? Call 
me for a free home evaluation.
Roman Krzaczek REALTOR ®
Home number: 250-285-2141
Quadrarealty.ca
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Time to Get Onboard...
Put your business where 
customers are looking

To reserve your space  
email:   news@discoveryislands.ca

www.discoveryislands.ca/advertising

For island businesses relying 
on tourist trade, this is your 
complete, locally-produced 
advertising solution. 

Upcoming Deadlines:
Guide to the Discovery Islands 
28 February, 2022

Quadra Island Map-Brochure 
28 February, 2022

Web Site Advertising 
Ongoing- Anytime

For more information

Jottings From a Christmas
in the Philippines!
WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN the opportunity to relive Christmas through 
the eyes and hearts of the two young grade 6 and 8 students whose 
education Quadra islanders continue to support in the remote Kalinga 
area of the northern Philippines. The following two letters arrived 
recently from Analiza Macad and Zeah Mae Paclay dated in December 
along with home made Christmas cards and good wishes for us all! 

The first is from Analiza:
Dear Sponsors at Quadra Island Community,
A warmest greeting to all of you there! My gosh, time flies so fast! 

It feels like just yesterday when I came to the IAT office to write you 
a letter. This feeling of excitement comes to me every time that I am 
writing you especially now that it is Christmas. Wow! It is Christmas 
and soon it will be the New Year!! Well, I am thankful that I am still 
here, breathing and healthy together with my family and also to have 
you as my sponsor! I hope this letter leaves a smile on your face and I 
send my warmest hug to all of you!

How is your weather this Christmas season? I remember my mother 
told me that Canada has cold weather and that it often snows too during 
Christmas. I wish I could see snow some day because here we only have 
ice cubes and ice candy. Our Christmas celebration here was simple. 
We cooked sticky rice, pancit (noodles) and spaghetti. We invited our 
cousins and friends to join with us. As usual, after eating at our house 
we went to my cousins house to taste how they cook their pancit 
and sticky rice. Most people here prepare this food for the Christmas 
celebration. The only difference is how they cook it, if they put more 
ingredients in the pancit or put more ingredients or milk in the sticky 
rice. That only makes the cooking or taste different. But above all food 

is secondary for Christmas in our community because activities and 
bonding of family is what makes the holiday special and memorable.

What does your Christmas look like there? I hope it is memorable, 
too. I love you lots and thank you and  always stay safe!

And from Zeah:
Dear Sponsors of Quadra Island,
From the Philippines to Canada! Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year!! I hope it was a good holiday to you all and your families. I’m sure 
that Christmas in your community is really great because you are all 
on an island. I have searched on Google what Quadra Island looks like 
and it says it is located off the eastern coast of Vancouver Island. The 
area is 310 km and the population is 2,472 in the year 2000. Maybe the 
population has grown because it has been more than a decade now from 
that source I searched. Anyway, I am interested in learning more about 
your community.

I would like to share this meaningful poem with you that I really love 
because it reminds me of you and the IAT family. It is called Roots in 
Everyone’s Heart.

There is a tree... A wonderful tree... The tree of kindness. 
It is the fastest growing tree in the world, God Bless.
There is a tree... That wonderful tree of kindness.
Roots spreading forever to last... In a million people’s hearts
Sprouting and growing enormously fast.
There is a tree... That wonderful kindness tree... It grows so fast that soon 

enough
The whole world on sea and earth... will be filled with comfort and love.
There is a tree... that wonderful tree of kindness... roots spreading in 

another million hearts
Sprouting and growing reaching high and wide
And then in another million hearts it starts...
And then another two million... and five million more to come... 

a billion hearts soon will follow.
I already smell its wonderful blossom... roots in everyone’s heart will 

show.
Oh, it is growing so fast... this tree let’s sit and enjoy... its amazing 

shadow
And just let the roots in your heart grow!

Indeed you and IAT are the tree planted to help those in need like me 
to be another tree in the future when we succeed. Thank you for being a 
Christmas tree for me and my family for so many years and for the other 
children you have supported. I pray you will continue growing as a good 
tree to shed many like me. I love you all and Happy New Year to you!

THE PHILIPPINES CONNECTION

A Taste of Life On Quadra Island - Island Cookery III
This is the latest book in the beloved Cookery series and
is on sale at our local retailers  •  Book Bonanza  •  Works 

of H'Art  •  Sidelines  •  James Pottery  •  Marnie's Books on 
Cortes  •  Also available at Coastal Community Credit Union   

OR  
Online directly from the Children's Centre      

fundraising.qicc@gmail.com
All proceeds go to the Quadra Island 

Children's Centre
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Matt Knoedler 250.285.2754

Winter is here...

Call Frank today for an appointment to protect
your investment and peace of mind next season

Time to winterize your boat and motor

Crunching the Numbers on 911 
Nuisance Calls in 2021
FLOODS, FIRES, EXTREME HEAT and the pandemic did not deter 
nuisance calls to 911 in 2021. Such calls continued to divert the precious 
time of BC’s emergency call takers during E-Comm’s busiest year in its 
22-year history. The company received more than 1.9 million 911 calls 
in 2021, with many of the busiest days for 911 in E-Comm’s existence 
having occurred last year.

Despite three provincial states of emergency, the ongoing pandemic 
and high demand for police, fire and ambulance services, E-Comm 
call takers continued to field non-urgent calls on 911 lines. Familiar 
consumer complaints and general questions about COVID-19 put a 
strain on emergency call-taking as E-Comm dealt with record-setting 
influxes of calls from people experiencing real life or death emergencies.

“Our staff worked tirelessly throughout the heat dome, wildfires and 
flooding emergencies to support our first responder partners and get 
help to those who needed it as quickly as possible. It was disheartening 
to learn that we continued to receive 911 calls from people looking 
for information or trying to make general service complaints when so 
many communities were experiencing critical emergency situations,” 
says Jasmine Bradley, E-Comm’s executive director of communications. 
“Our call takers are trained to treat every call that comes through as an 
emergency, until they can determine otherwise. Every second that they 
spend speaking with someone who is upset about a mixed up coffee 
order or wanting to report a messy roommate, is time they could have 
been helping someone in a life-threatening situation.”

E-Comm, which handles 99 per cent of B.C.’s 911 call volume at its 
two emergency communications centres, has once again released its 
annual top 10 list of calls that don’t belong on 911. Despite ongoing 
efforts to draw the public’s attention to the appropriate resources to 
contact for consumer complaints, general information, directions or 
to check the time, many of the calls found on the 2021 list are repeat 
offenders. By sharing this list, E-Comm hopes to remind people that 
every time someone calls 911 about a non-urgent matter, they put the 
lives of other British Columbians at risk.

So what are the top ten nuisance calls of 2021?
• The barista mixed up their coffee order
• A pedestrian was splashed on the sidewalk
• Requesting a COVID test
• Enquiring about becoming a 911 call taker
• Wanting to know where they could vote during the federal election
• Looking for weather updates
• Asking for directions

• Wondering why the bus wasn’t coming
• Enquiring about COVID restrictions
• Reporting a messy roommate
“At a time when demand for emergency services is higher than it’s 

ever been, it’s extremely concerning that people continue to misuse 9-1-
1 lines,” explains Bradley. “911 is the first point of contact for someone 
experiencing a life or death emergency, it is critical these lines are free 
from non-urgent situations so our call takers can get people the help 
they need, as quickly as possible.”

To help the public make the right call and keep 911 lines free for real 
emergencies, examples of emergency situations that should be reported 
through 911 and a comprehensive list of alternative resources that are 
more appropriate for non-police matters are available on E-Comm’s 
website.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Available at  
Book Bonanza

For more information
www.wildisle.ca

Your Guides to 
Island Adventure

DI
Submissions

The Discovery Islander 
welcomes written 

submissions of interest 
to the Discovery Islands 

community:
news, events, opinion and

musings are fair game.

Please
keep your item to a
reasonable length:  

750 words is
a good target

for longer articles. 

In the interests of 
efficiency and

hygiene please email  
your text +/ photos to:

news@discoveryislands.ca

If you have to
supply a handwritten item 

that’s okay,
just not the first choice.
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Mosaic’s Logging and 
Hyacinthe Creek 
DEAR EDITOR,
In an email from Molly Hudson (Economic, 
Environmental, and Social Sustainability 
Director for Mosaic) assuring me that Mosaic’s 
ongoing logging in the Hyacinthe Creek (HC) 
watershed would not harm the watershed 
or creek in any way she said: “We also work 
closely with the Pacific Salmon Foundation 
to ensure our funding for important salmon-
focused projects is leveraged through the PSF 
and provided to communities.” Following this 
up with questions to Allison Colina (Vice-
President of PSF in Vancouver) the latter 
told me that PSF’s annual income is $9.8m 
– almost half from corporations, individuals, 
etc. and half from the government. Last year 
Mosaic donated $100,000 to PSF. Such an 
amount gives Mosaic input in deciding which 
salmon projects to support monetarily.

 Indeed, Mr. Iannidinardo (VP, Forests 
Mosaic) goes even further: in an email he 
wrote to QISES in July: “Mosaic regularly 
supports the Pacific Salmon Foundation's 
(PSF) Community Salmon Program with 
funding contributions in order to ensure 
projects in our region are properly funded, 
and I know that our funding has been directed 
to QISES projects in the past. Outside of 
the PSF structure, are there additional 
opportunities for Mosaic to support specific 

QISES projects or educational programs on 
Quadra Island, either directly with funding 
or with resources or in-kind contributions 
indirectly?"

 I asked Ms. Colina to discuss the problem 
(of Mosaic's ongoing logging of the vulnerable 
HC watershed whilst giving money to PSF to 
try to restore salmon habitat there) with PSF's 
Ethics Committee - she said that PSF doesn't 
have an Ethics Committee. She said she would 
let the president of PSF know about my 
concerns.
– Eileen Sowerby

Forestry and Climate 
Change 
OVER THE PAST months, some contributors 
to the Discovery Islander have continued to 
offer questionable information on the nature 
and implications of forest management on our 
island. While their objective is clear enough 
– logging on the island should cease – the 
information that they have brought to the task 
is wanting. Most of their concern has been 
directed at the provincial government and 
TimberWest.

I have my own misgivings about both 
TimberWest and the government. Sometimes 
– as has recently happened on a couple of our 
salmon streams – the company has shown 
disregard for the integrity of other forest users. 
For its part, the Province has disregarded 

the climate danger by increasing the export 
of natural gas. Neither TimberWest nor the 
government are without fault.   However, I 
don’t believe that misinformation is likely to 
solve any of the problems that we face.

Many contributors’ concerns about 
government are clearly misplaced. In 
November, the Legislature brought wide-
ranging amendments to forest legislation 
[Bill 21]. Among other things, it removed the 
authority of forest companies to monitor and 
manage their own behaviour. The amendments 
also laid out requirements for the participation 
of Indigenous peoples and the wider public in 
forest planning. Some of those changes were 
really a reversion to the legislation of the earlier 
governments of the 1990s.

Some contributors took issue with 
TimberWest. TimberWest is a major forest 
company in this province. Its shares are 
privately held and cannot be purchased on 
the stock exchange. The company is owned 
by the BC Public Sector Pension Investment 
Board and the British Columbia Investment 
Management Corporation. They manage the 
pensions of all BC public sector employees 
outside the federal government. Together 
with Island Timberlands – owned by Alberta 
government pension funds – TimberWest 
owns Mosaic Forest Management. Neither 
have any relationship to Fletcher Challenge, 
a New Zealand logging company which has 
not had a presence in BC for many years. Like 
all companies big and small in a capitalist 
economy, TimberWest is intended to create a 
profit for its shareholders.

However, pension funds have rather different 
objectives than many other investors.  They 
are intended to provide dependable returns 
over an extended period. They do not jump 
in and out of investments to maximize short-
term profits. They need a regular return that 
will allow their beneficiaries a reasonable and 
dependable income.

In other words, the remit of TimberWest is 
not to slash and dash. It is to provide a regular, 
sustainable income for its beneficiaries. In that 
respect, the company has similar objectives 
to those originally envisaged for woodlots. It 
does not always perform that function without 
incident, but that is its function.

From this perspective, every retired public 
sector worker on Quadra Island can be seen 
to return income from TimberWest to the 
local economy.  Unlike tourists, retired people 
are largely permanent and integrated into the 
community. They stay and they spend their 
money. They support local businesses year-
round and they involve themselves in the life of 
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the community. Perhaps more importantly, they do not, of their nature, 
produce the same greenhouse gases as tourists.

Using the most recent studies, the United Nations World Travel and 
Tourism Council estimated that between 8% and 11% of all greenhouse 
gases are created by tourism. The International Energy Agency 
(2018) and Climate Watch (2020) estimate that 6.6% of greenhouse 
gases are produced by forestry and land use change. Land use change 
includes residential and industrial growth as well as the clearing of new 
agricultural land. If we are going to substitute tourism for forestry – as 
some contributors advocate – then we are likely going to increase 
greenhouse gas emissions. This is not to say that logging is carbon 
neutral, but its effects are largely reversed in longer-term regeneration.

Deforestation occurs when forest is removed and where regrowth is 
slow or absent. Large forest fires may cause deforestation. The growth 
of towns and cities causes deforestation. Land clearing for farming may 
cause deforestation. Selectively removing parts of a forest and replanting 
or regenerating trees does not cause deforestation.

The problem with trying to eliminate logging is that it directs our 
attention and our energy away from the real problem. About two 
thirds of all greenhouse gases are created by power generation and 
transportation. Although the place of grasslands and forests in the 
conversion of greenhouse gases cannot be overlooked, urgency is 
required to reduce our biggest problem – anthropic greenhouse gas 
emissions. Turning our island into park will do nothing to further that 
immediate objective.

Protecting old growth forests – of which there are none on Quadra 
Island – may reduce our atmospheric carbon. Growing trees will, too. 
However, the advance will be without consequence if we continue to 
extract and burn fossil fuels. The federal government has nationalized a 
pipeline in order to take yet more oil to market. The Province is pushing 
through a pipeline which will supply yet more natural gas for other 
nations to burn. It matters little how energy efficient are the pipelines and 
the extraction. Their products will simply add to the enormous carbon 
burden of power generation and transportation. What might be more 
important than trying to get forests to clean up that mess would be action 
to reduce the mess in the first place.

There is no doubt that carbon is released when forests are logged. But 
forests grow back and sequester carbon again. Much of the underground 
mycorrhizal fungus continues to store carbon and regrows.

For example, in 1948, just prior to the Quadra Tree Farm licence being 
issued, a provincial forester reported on the state of the Quadra forest. At 
that time, there was little or no old growth. Much of the commercial 
forest was gone. What fir there was, was in less accessible, poorer sites, 
and the quality of hemlock was generally low. Less than one half of one 
percent was 61–80 years old and more than two thirds was less than 20 
years old. About a fifth had been logged over; logged and burned; or 
burned. Most of the latter had been logged and unsatisfactorily stocked.

Since that time, those 20-year-old trees have grown into new forests. 
On Quadra Island, forests renew themselves very quickly.  And renewed 
forests store carbon. But that scattering of 60- to 80-year-old trees was 
not a forest then and it has not become old growth forest in the 75 years 
since. In fact, those trees will not become old growth for another century. 
There are some very large trees on our island, but they are not old growth 
forest.

Finally, the question remains – from where are we to get our building 
materials if we do not use wood? Right now, there are not many options. 
Concrete accounts for 8% of all greenhouse gases. Although there is 
some potential for sequestering carbon in cement, at the present time the 
carbon emitted in its manufacture cannot be recycled. In fact, we are left 

with our only renewable option . . . wood. And it is wood that the world 
wants from us.  If they do not get it, we can assume that they will have 
to build with other, more carbon intensive, materials. And our forests – 
however imperfect – will be left to burn.
– Ted Hayes

Just Say No
ALL REZONING applications must be put on hold, until a proper review 
of the OCP by-law is done, with a water supply study done for all of 
Quadra Island. 

I am sure there is not a plentiful amount of water on Quadra. Shallow 
wells have always gone dry in summer. There have been many deep 
drilled wells that couldn’t get water. Families living close to the golf 
course are already seeing less water in their drilled  wells. 

Ask yourself: Will the Schellinck, Gowlland Harbour or Golf Course 
RV sites [proposed developments]:
• Benefit Quadra residents?  NO
• Will the ferries have enough capacity to cope?  NO
• Are there enough doctors, ambulance, fire services?  NO
• Enough RCMP and road maintenance people?  NO
• Does Quadra need more RV sites or tourists?  NO
• Does Quadra have an abundance of water?  NO
• Do we want to just be a playground for the rich?  NO

Let’s try for a happy, caring rural place where our young families can 
make it their home.
– E. J. Thompsonw
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For Rent

NEXT DEADLINE
7pm Monday, January 31  
for publication in DI 773

on February 4, 2022

Heriot Bay Tides THE DI CLASSI FI EDS
DATE      TIME PDT    M.            FT.         

Like the DI
on FaceBook

WantedServices
ROOFING
Professional Roofing Services
www.javaroofing.com
Call JAVA ROOFING at 250.204.2638 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS 
in Q-Cove. Lawn Mowers, Tractors, 
Chainsaws, Trimmers, Generators etc. 
Also some electric power tools. Please 
call Don @ 250.285.3960.

THE DREAM TEAM
Concrete, Landscaping, Carpentry, 
Masonry. We now also have an 
experienced gardening squad that 
covers all landscape and gardening 
needs. 250-580-1992
dreamteamconcrete@gmail.com

WAYPOINT SIGNS
Signs, Picture Framing and simple 
Engraving at Waypoint Signs beside 
Quadra Builders. Tuesday to Thursday, 
9 to noon, 1 to 4pm. Appointments 
possible to suit your schedule. Friendly, 
efficient, personalized service.
Quality products at affordable rates. 
250.285.2815 desk@waypointsigns.com

Shops

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Notary Public on Quadra now open. 
Located inside Sacred Pulse at
Quathiaski Cove shops, we offer 
notarial services, personal planning
documents (wills, powers of attorney, 
representation agreements).  
Call 236-277-2020 or  
email info@quadranotary.ca

WINDOW CLEANING
Professional window washer
Insides and out. Keep your home 
or rental sparkling year round. Call 
Paradigm Rope Access (250) 285-3424
https://paradigmropes.ca

Up to 35 words: $25 
(incl. g.s.t.) - one time
36 to 70 words: $45 
(incl. g.s.t.) - one time
Email or drop off your 
ad with payment at  
701 Cape Mudge Rd,  
or at Inspirations
You can also pay online 
at discoveryislander.ca
Questions? Email  
news@discoveryislands.ca

DI CLASSI FI EDS

Home & Garden
LOW PRESSURE  
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS
Garden consultations, Bonsai Art.
Contact local Horticulturist Kai Gogolin 
250-850-9245 or at ggpropertycare@
gmail.com

BOOKKEEPING FOR
THE DISCOVERY ISLANDS
Small business bookkeeping. 25 years 
experience with Accounts Payable, 
Receivable, GST and PST, Government 
Grant Applications. Fair Rates. In 
person or online consultations.
www.hightidebookkeeper.ca
hightidebookkeeping@gmail.com

Heavy-Duty 
Equipment
service and repair

Automotive service and repair
 Welding and Fabrication
Mobile and Quadra shop

wolfdenmechanical@gmail.com
250-285-2215

21 01:26 1.2 3.9
Friday  08:51 5.0 16.4
 14:47 3.3 10.8
 19:19 4.1 13.5
22 02:05 1.4 4.6
Saturday  09:21 5 16.4
 15:35 3.0 9.8
 20:23 3.9 12.8
23 02:46 1.8 5.9
Sunday  09:52 5.0 16.4
 16:24 2.6 8.5
 21:40 3.8 12.5
24 03:30 2.2 7.2
Monday  10:23 4.9 16.1
 17:15 2.2 7.2
 23:12 3.7 12.1
25 04:20 2.7 8.9
Tuesday  10:55 4.8 15.7
 18:10 1.8 5.9
26 00:53 3.9 12.8
Wed.  05:22 3.3 10.8
 11:30 4.7 15.4
 19:07 1.4 4.6
27 02:35 4.1 13.5
Thursday  06:43 3.7 12.1
 12:10 4.7 15.4
 20:04 1.1 3.6
28 03:56 4.5 14.8
Friday  08:22 4.0 13.1
 12:58 4.6 15.1
 20:57 0.8 2.6
29 04:55 4.8 15.7
Saturday  09:47 4.0 13.1
 13:51 4.6 15.1
 21:46 0.6 2.0
30 05:42 5.0 16.4
Sunday  10:50 4.0 13.1
 14:48 4.6 15.1
 22:33 0.5 1.6
31 06:22 5.1 16.7
Monday  11:41 3.8 12.5
 15:48 4.6 15.1
 23:18 0.5 1.6
Feb. 1 06:58 5.2 17.1
Tuesday  12:27 3.6 11.8
 16:50 4.5 14.8
2 00:01 0.7 2.3
Wed.  07:31 5.2 17.1
 13:13 3.4 11.2
 17:50 4.4 14.4
3 00:44 0.9 3.0
Thursday  08:03 5.2 17.1
 13:59 3.1 10.2
 18:48 4.3 14.1
4 01:25 1.3 4.3
Friday  08:34 5.1 16.7
 14:46 2.8 9.2
 19:46 4.2 13.8

HOUSING WANTED 
Looking for a small private space with 
stable wifi for a single person. Dull 
middle-age woman with full-time 
employment and great local references. 
No pets, no smoking, no parties, no 
problems, I promise. I work for the 
government in Campbell River, own 
my home in Victoria, and recently 
moved to Quadra Island. Tel 250 886 
7736. Thank you!

Heidi@QuadraIslandRealEstate.com

Your Resident Quadra Island Realtor®

Heidi Ridgway

www.QuadraIslandRealEstate.com

 
 

 

 
 
 

Thinking of Selling or Trying to Buy?
If you are trying to buy or sell in this market I can give you
some great advice on how to get the best possible price!
You need someone working for you! Call today for a free
Market Analysis or my Exclusive Buyer Tools to help you

navigate this market!

Quadra Island’s Most Experienced Realtor!
Serving the Rock since 1995!

250-202-2217

OCEANFRONT recently renovated 
home in the Cove. 2 bedroom, 1 
bathroom, multiple decks and gorgeous 
western views. $1600/month+hydro. 
Contact: lehuquet@shaw.ca.


