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One Hundred-plus Years
of Building Community!
The History of Quadra
Recreation Society and
the Community Centre

IN THE 1890s the first non-indigenous

settlers came to Valdez Island and
logged, fished and ranched. By 1918,
the Valdez Island Social Club, organized
by Ann Bryant, the first non-indigenous
settler woman on the island, fundraised
$500 with her peers and the first hall
was built. The land was donated by
the Yeatman family for a dollar. The
Children’s Centre is now located on that
property.
People from the little settlement of
Campbell River rowed their boats over
to Gowlland Harbour and walked up
to the hall for dances. A pioneer-built
road went from the hall to what is now
Quadra Loop. This is the main trail
in Blenkin Park to the back road and
historical location of the Ann Bryant
homestead.

COVER STORY CONTINUES ON PAGES 2 & 3
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stay safe.

KEEP
YOUR
WARRANTY
INTACT.
Make an appointment today for your
scheduled maintenance – we service and
repair all new models & makes!

ISLE TECH
YOUR ISLAND AUTO CARE CENTRE

250-285-3100
BRAKES

+ WHEEL ALIGNMENTS

HI-TECH COMPUTER ENGINE ANALYSIS + FAST & FRIENDLY SERVICE

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8:30 AM TO 6 PM

+ SATURDAY 9AM TO 5PM

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

BYLAW COMPLIANCE OFFICER
For more information, please visit
srd.ca/employment
990 Cedar Street,
Campbell River, BC V9W 7Z8
Tel: 250-830-6700 • Fax: 250-830-6710
Toll-free: 1-877-830-2990
www.srd.ca

NEXT DISCOVERY ISLANDER DEADLINE
Monday, March 14 @ 7pm
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COVER STORY
The hall was viable through the 30s, 40s and 50s. In 1954, to conform
with the renaming of the island, the Valdez Island Social Club was
changed to the Quadra Island Recreation Association. By 1960, a
car ferry started running between Campbell River and Quadra, and
everything changed. The old hall was falling into disrepair and it was
hard to get volunteers to maintain it. There was an attempt in 1967
to build a new hall as a Centennial Project marking Canada’s 100th
birthday, but that failed.
By 1973, the Recreation Association tore the old hall down, which
was in disrepair. Also, in the 70s, hordes of 20-somethings came in
droves to the island. Locals called it “the hippy invasion.” It was the first
wave of baby boomers leaving home in the cities across North America
to make their own lives “back to the land” – and Quadra Island was an
ideal destination.
The Recreation Association was changed to a Society with Charitable
status in 1978 to make fundraising easier. The 20-somethings were
turning into 30-somethings by 1980, had their kids and had their homes
somewhat built, and needed a public place to meet: a community
centre for themselves and their kids. In 1980 there was a referendum
to build a recreation centre onto the school and make it a community
school, but that failed by 40 votes.
By 1983, a new group of people led by Carol Harling Bleeks, who
had just graduated from UBC in Recreation, led the new committee to
build a Community Centre in Blenkin park. By 1985 it was finished to
lock-up.
A board initiative started a daycare in the building as a funding source
for the facility. (Oops! Bad idea. Putting away an entire Day Care each
day so that the hall could be used for other activities, proved just too
challenging.). In 1987 the Day Care became their own society and in
1989 moved the former Waldorf school buildings to the old hall site,
and they have leased the land from the Recreation Society ever since.
Historically, we have a strong connection with the Children’s Centre.
In 1986 we applied for a Charitable Gaming license and bingo became
our chief funding source. By 1991 we had to augment that by going to
referendum to get on the tax roll. The population voted 64% to support
the Community Centre through property taxation. This marked a
huge change in our focus. We could now concentrate on recreation
programming instead of fundraising to survive.
The Community Centre was in a “Class C” provincial park which
government officials thought should be a Regional District community
park. Negotiations to change the status started in 1988 and by 1996
were completed. Throughout all of these changes the Quadra Island
Recreation Society continued to remain key in keeping the facility it
built with the community running strong and managed successfully.
When the park changed status in 1996 and was designated a Regional
District Park, the Quadra Island Recreation Society had to enter into an
agreement with the Regional District to manage the Community Centre
and Blenkin Park for the community, and has done so ever since.
By 1994 the Community Centre Addition Project was started and
by 2001 a $526,000 addition to add three new rooms, a new stage,
and adequate washrooms was completed. Thanks to hard work by
the Society in fundraising and grant writing and to our supportive
community, sufficient funds were raised, leaving the Centre debt-free.
By 2006 landscaping projects beautified the grounds surrounding the
Centre. By January 2008 the north entrance was upgraded with a stone
wall demarcating a pedestrian area and a tots play area. In 2011, enough
funds had been raised to build a new CSA-approved playground to the
east side of the community Centre; and in 2013 the side courtyard and
front entrance landscaping pavers were completed.
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COVER STORY co nt inues
Future plans include a redesign and
redevelopment of the bike jump park into
a multi-ability/all ages bike park and pump
track – as well as the park expansion and
protection of the area where the community’s
most beloved Community Centre Trails
network is located. Aside from already being
an important community recreation area, this
location is also an important wildlife corridor,
wetlands and historic site, and is really the
beating heart of our island, being the most
centrally accessible park area.
The longevity and continued role of the
Society and its many volunteer committees
has built a wonderfully unique Community
Centre for our Island, and the amenities we
have, such as the tennis courts, the skate park,
the riding ring, the fields, the playgrounds
and our amazing network of island trails, are
just some of the things Islanders can access for
their recreation. This is thanks to the Society’s
Saturday
16
hard work
on fundraising,April
grant applications,
and by$25
working
with
many
community
online + at the door
volunteers and committees and over decades.
Now many years on, the Quadra Island
Recreation Society, with the strong support
of the community, has built a legacy for many
generations of Quadra Islanders to enjoy. This
PLUSthat
BREAKFAST
legacy is a journey
the Quadra Island
Recreation
Society
continues
build upon
Sat & Sun 10AM -toNOON
and as the Society’s mission statement states,
we are continually “building community
through recreation.” We continue to do this,
day in and day out, through programming,
we’re cooking
multiuse
community gathering spaces,
1pm – 7pm
fundraising,
grant applications and strong
community events and traditions, such as May

OUTDOOR CONCERT!

CLANNA MORNA
HERONS NOW OPEN
EVERY DAY 1PM - 7PM

Day, the Christmas Craft Fair and Halloween
Fun Night, just to name a few!
This is a brief sketch of the last 100-plus
years of recreation on Quadra. If you have
your own stories about the Recreation
Society, Community Centre, or Blenkin Park
that you would like to share, we would love to
receive an email from you.
The Community Centre is your place to
ignite and engage your recreation passions.
Join a class, an activity, a group or attend
an event, and maybe get involved by
volunteering. Or if you have a special talent
or are an instructor, why not create your
own community offering?! We have low
community rental rates for the rental of
wonderful spaces, and funds received all go
back into keeping your Community Centre
ready for use.
If you’d like to find out more about what’s
currently on offer, go to our website: http://
www.quadrarec.bc.ca, navigate to our
Recreation Calendar, click on each heading to
expand it and then scroll down to read about
that activity and who to contact to register.
Feel free to reach out to us at 250.285.3243 or
by emailing us at: info@quadrarec.bc.ca
Finally, we’d like to give a HUGE thank you
to all of YOU for your continued support of
your Community Centre! It’s all of YOU who
make this place great and we can’t wait to see
more of you again this year!
This Quadra Island Recreation Society
History was originally written by [29 year!]
for takeout
or
coordinator
Sandy Spearing
and updated by
a reservation
Rebecca
Young.
Quadra Island Community Centre

250.285.3322

CLANNA MORNA
Saturday April 16
$25 online + at the door

THIS WEEK March 21 – 25

MONDAY: 10am Parents and Tots, 10am Yoga with
Dood, 1pm Q Circle Ping Pong, 5:15pm Iyengar Yoga
TUESDAY: 10:30am Q Circle Strength & Balance, 5pm
Yoga with Trinity, 7pm Folk Dancing
WEDNESDAY: 10am Yoga with Trinity, 1pm Q Circle
Mosaics
THURSDAY: 11am Q Circle Somatics, 6:15pm Quadra
Singers
FRIDAY: 10:30am Friday Painters, 12pm Smart
Recovery (To join Smart Recovery contact Jude at:
smartrecoveryquadra@gmail.com)

THIS WEEK March 28 – April 1

MONDAY: 10am Parents and Tots, 10am Yoga with
Dood, 1pm Q Circle Ping Pong, 5:15pm Iyengar Yoga
TUESDAY: 10:30am Q Circle Strength & Balance, 5pm
Yoga with Trinity, 7pm Folk Dancing, 7pm Adult Art
Lesson and Life Drawing with Sophie
WEDNESDAY: 10am Yoga with Trinity, 1pm Q Circle
Mosaics
THURSDAY: 11am Q Circle Somatics, 6:15pm Quadra
Singers
FRIDAY: 10am Friday Painters, 12pm Smart
Recovery (To join Smart Recovery contact Jude at:
smartrecoveryquadra@gmail.com)

proof of
vaccination required
for in-house dining

you for all of your support! For more info: 250.285.3243,
or check our on-line calendar at www.quadrarec.bc.ca

friendly & delicious

proof of
vaccination required
for in-house dining

PLUS BREAKFAST
Sat & Sun 10AM - NOON

open seven days a week
250.285.3322
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FRIDAY: 10:30 Friday Painters, 12pm Smart
Recovery (To join Smart Recovery contact Jude at:
smartrecoveryquadra@gmail.com)

is the place to
for yoga,
ballet, painting,time
folk dancing,
a beautiful QCC
place
spend
singing, playing, learning... and so much more! Thank

HERONS NOW OPEN
EVERY DAY 1PM - 7PM

we’re cooking
1pm – 7pm

THIS WEEKEND March18

friendly & delicious

open seven days a week

OUTDOOR CONCERT!

WHAT’S HAPPENING
at Quadra Community
Centre March 18 to April 1

for takeout or
a reservation

a beautiful place to spend time
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Publisher/Editor Philip Stone
Guest Editor Robyn Budd
The DI is published every two weeks.
Our current edition and upcoming
deadlines are online:
www.discoveryislander.ca

CONTACT US

email news@discoveryislands.ca
phone 250 285 2234
mail PO Box 280 Quathiaski Cove
BC V0P 1N0
office 701 Cape Mudge Road
hours Monday – Thursday
10am to 4pm
Opinions expressed in this magazine
are those of the contributors and are
not the views of the publisher.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

We welcome items for publication on subjects of interest to the
Discovery Islands community.
Here are a few guidelines:

• 300 words is an ideal length for
community announcements.

• Articles do not need to be sent as
attachments. Simply send the text
in the body of your email.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

• Remember to include credits
and captions for photos & artwork.
WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO INCLUDE
ALL ITEMS SUBMITTED, ERRORS AND
ACCIDENTAL OMISSIONS MAY OCCUR.

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS

Are available for delivery in Canada
by mail $90 for 12 months
Local Voluntary Subscriptions are
welcome to help support the DI,
suggested: $30 per calendar year
Find more details online at
www.DiscoveryIslander.ca
COPYRIGHT 2022
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

NEXT DEADLINE

7pm Monday, March 28
for publication on
Friday, April 1, 2022
PAGE 4

QI Food Guide

JOIN US on Monday March

Ladies Auxiliary is accepting
applications for the Kay Dubois
Memorial Scholarship from
students entering their first year
of post-secondary education.
A monetary award will
be based on academic and
citizenship criteria.
Mail application to Box 129,
Heriot Bay, B.C. V0P 1H0 or
email bill_barb@telus.net Close
date is May 31, 2022.

21, 7:15 pm, QCC, Room 3,
for conversations about death
and dying, including Personal
Planning with Sally Houghton,
Quadra Notary Public, discussing
financial, legal, and health
decisions if you can no longer
communicate your wishes. Bring
proof of vaccination, mask, and a
twoonie. Info 285-3298.
The Death Education Fair will
be at the QCC on Sunday April
3, from 1 to 3:30 pm. The last
meeting for this season will be on
April 18.

NISHS Auction

Easter Bazaar

THE QUADRA LEGION

THE NORTH ISLAND Survivors

Healing Society’s Online Auction
is April 4 to 6, 2022.
We invite you to visit www.
nishs.ca on April 4 to start
bidding. All proceeds from
this fundraising event go to
supporting trauma and abuse
counselling.

• Canadian spelling is preferred.

• Please use the title of your item
in the email subject line. We get a
lot of items called 'DI Article'.

Way to Go

Kay Dubois
Memorial
Scholarship

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for

Another all time low with only 8 active listings! The
maximum # of listings on Quadra was 88 in 2008!
We had 6 sales in the last 30 days, and an average list to
sell ratio of 105%. The average days to sell has gone up
to 134 days! What does this mean for you? Call me for
a free detailed report on what your home is worth!

Quadra Island’s Most Experienced Realto r ®

Heidi Ridgway

Festival of
Chamber Music
MAKING SUMMER PLANS?

the Whimsical Easter Bazaar at
10am on Saturday, April 16 at
the Quadra Legion. Rent a table
for $10 to sell your wares, crafts
or excess items from your spring
clean. Donations of saleable items
also accepted. Chili and hot dogs
will be served. Hosted by the
Ladies Auxiliary. To book call Pat
at 250-285-2202.

Market Update

ARE YOU A food producer on
Quadra? Are you aware of the
online guide for consumers to
find local fresh food? Check it
out at www.qifoodguide.ca! A
listing with the Quadra Island
Food Guide is free! If you are not
yet included in our Food Guide,
please contact Kathryn for
more information: 285.2103 or
email qifoodguide@gmail.com.
We want to connect our food
producers and consumers, and to
promote local food culture!

Don't forget Quadra's Festival
of Chamber Music, July 18-22,
Monday-Friday. If you just can't
wait, check out last summer's
delightful pop-up concerts on
our website, quadrafestival.ca

QISES AGM
April 14

QISES WILL BE having its Annual
General Meeting on April 14 at
7pm at the EcoCentre. Public
welcome and anyone interested
is invited to attend. We’ll discuss
director nominations and the
coming year’s goals. The monthly
director’s meeting will follow
afterwards at about 7:30. Feel free
to contact Lauren at at 285.2787 if
you have any questions. Want to
be more involved with salmon on
Quadra? We welcome you there!

Serving the Rock since 1995!
cell

250 202-2217

Heidi@QuadraIslandRealEstate.com

www.QuadraIslandRealEstate.com

Cortes Radio
Drop in and tune out

w w w.discover yislander.ca

ISSUE 776 • MARCH 18, 2022

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

QI Outdoor Club
Upcoming Events

EVEN WITH the slow, cool spring, we have
had some beautiful days and great trips
recently. We have lots of diversity in the trips
coming in the next month, many exploring
new areas. Here are the upcoming events:
23 MARCH, WEDNESDAY Paddle to Bays,

Bretons and Beyond

30 MARCH, WEDNESDAY Hike to Trout

Creek Falls

13 APRIL, WEDNESDAY Hike to Mt. Lolo
22 APRIL, FRIDAY Paddle and hike in Main

Lake Provincial Park

24 APRIL, SUNDAY Summer Planning

Meeting

Most of these outings have trip details
available on the webpage by visiting
https://qioutdoorclub.org/schedule-fallwinter-2021-22/
Summer Planning meeting is just a bit over
a month away now. This is a good time to
think about all the destinations you would like
to visit over the spring and summer.
For more information about the Quadra
Island Outdoor Club, you can email to
qioutdoorclub@gmail.com

Quadra Seedy
Saturday April 9

SAVE THE DATE! April 9 Quadra Seedy
Saturday outside the QCC, 10am to 2pm.
Our annual Quadra Seed Exchange /
Seedy Saturday will be held Saturday April
9th, outside the QCC on the pavilion / “tea
nook” area. Please bring your saved seeds
and feel free to bring extra seeds from those
you’ve purchased and would like to share.
We have some seeds from last year and
anticipate some donations from local seed
companies. It’s a nice opportunity to meet
other gardeners. Extra seeds will be donated
to local children (Quadra School) and elders
(We Wai Kai). Suggested donation $5 to
attend, no one turned away. All donations go
to purchasing seeds for future exchanges (last
year we purchased native wildflower seeds
from Saanich Native Plants and shared these),
so if you feel inclined to donate more, it just
goes to more seed sharing, basic materials
and fantastic local seed companies. We are
also still looking for volunteers to hang at the
tables; please contact Lauren at 285.2787.

Garden Tool Repair
Café on April 2

THE QUILT (Quadra Island Library of Things)

is thrilled to announce our second Garden
Tool Repair Café, the inaugural event in our
new location!
On Saturday, April 2nd from 12 to 4pm, the
QUILT team will be hosting a garden tool
repair workshop in the parking lot adjacent to
the Tourist Information Booth at the Credit
Union property, which is the new home of the
QUILT facilities.
In the spirit of do-it-yourself culture and
of food security, bring us your tired, your
injured, your broken and your dull garden
tools and we will make them fresh as crocuses
and garlic shoots! Clippers and shears will be
sharpened, broken handles will be replaced,
bent tines will be straightened, wheelbarrows
will be frankensteined. We will have metal
workers, grinders, welders, expert sharpeners
and handle shaft replacers. Stay tuned
for information about tool maintenance
demonstrations. We suggest coming early and
bringing a maximum of two or three tools for
repair, to ensure we have enough time and
resources to help all those who need it.
Most repairs will be done by donation,
although some replacement parts may have
a suggested minimum donation to cover the
cost of consumables, such as replacement
handles. Donations of cash will be gladly
accepted and charitable receipts can be
Building for and employing
islanders since 1980

issued following the event. Funds will be used
towards the building of QUILT facilities, its
inventory and hosting future events. Please
contact us at quadraislandlibraryofthings@
gmail.com if you have other donations for
the QUILT inventory or organizational
infrastructure, including shelving, storage
accessories, or workbench materials.
We would like to acknowledge the
generosity of our volunteer repairers and that
of our community at large.
We greatly appreciate the input that we have
received from survey responses thus far! For
those of you who have not had a chance to
participate in the survey, paper copies can be
picked up and dropped off at Inspirations.
Please complete the survey by March 31,
2022. Thank you! We look forward to serving
and gathering with you on April 2.

At the Legion

THE LEGION is bringing y’all a boot stompin’

live night of music with The Coal Dust Gang,
Taze Kozak and Good Enough Dave. Saturday
March 19, 8pm, $20 at the door!

oelle Construction Ltd

• BC licensed

residential builder
• Custom and
budget homes
• Resort and
commercial buildings
• Green energy rated
• Cost effective design

250.285.3783 • info@jtoelle.com • www.jtoelle.com
ISSUE 776 • MARCH 18, 2022

w w w.discover yislander.ca

PAGE 5

R EGIONAL DIR ECTOR’S R EPORT
HELLO TO EVERYONE on this day of gales and rain! Oh well! I
guess we need to take the good with the bad. We can use the rain
since we have not had as much as usual in February and March. We
need it. The precipitation rate for February was 58% of average
and the March rate was at 61% of average up to the 10th. Snow
pack is generally lower than normal for this time of year. The CR
watershed is at 85% of normal.

This could be a lengthy report. I’ll try and keep it as short as possible.
The section on the Connected Coast is long but needs to be. Please visit
the website listed near the end. We are really doing it. But we need your
help as subscribers to make it work.

IT'S FINALLY HAPPENING! YAHOO!!!

The Connected Coast Initiative that we have been working on for so
many years is actually being implemented as I write. The sub-sea fibre is
being laid from Prince Rupe” connections (the ones to your house) are
being installed underground where possible on Cortes Island and they
are due to start on Quadra in July. There was a negative twist put on this
issue of FREE connection to houses in another publication last week
suggesting that the connection was not going to be free. Most utilities
cover the first 30 metres of installation to a house. And don’t forget
that is a wire on a pole! We are providing underground service to avoid
any outages. Connected Coast (SRD/ City West) was only required to
do exactly the same but decided, due to knowledge of our area, that
more was needed. An executive decision was made to extend that free
connection length to 250 metres, or more than 8 times what others are
doing. After 250 metres, (a rarity) a minimal cost will be charged.
Once connected and “lit up”, as they say, you will have up to a 1GB
download speed which is simiar to most large cities. No other service
offers this speed to our area. The cost should be lower than typical costs
from other carriers (that provide less service) and since this is a locally
owned public service, there will be at least a 20% dividend paid back to
the subscriber annually.
The Independent Service Provider for the project, coast wide, will
be City West. They are a very reputable company, based out of Prince
Rupert, and will have sub-contractors working for them throughout the
entire coast, creating jobs in our rural areas. They are our partner in this
project.

my service & solutions

——your
your keys to success

Renée Stone

This is very exciting news for me since I have been hounding all of the
big companies to provide service to us for 30 years! We are now going
to have it without their help. In fact, the false information that they
gave to the Government about our coverage throughout the Province
(especially Quadra) caused us to lose about $7.5 million dollars in last
mile funding because they said "we were covered". Remember those
speed tests we did awhile back and the screen shots you sent to us???
That process was picked up and repeated by the UBCM province
wide to add to our evidence, and the Governments of Canada and BC
announced last week at a meeting I attended that they are injecting
another $900million into the last mile funding.
I will be going to Victoria in two weeks with our CAO from the SRD
to make sure we get back our $14million allocated to the SRD that they
took from us.
My suggestion to you at this time, as requested by our corporation,
is to NOT sign up with any other services at this time for a contract.
Please wait for the Connected Coast (City West reps) to come to your
door. That is the service you will be wanting. You can go to this site and
sign in at this time. Here is the link for people to start dropping in.
https://www.citywest.ca/dropping-in
We have put a lot of hard work into this very frustrating situation and I
thank you for your patience. PLEASE SHARE THIS WIDELY!
CONVENTION CENTRE IN Q COVE

For those of you who have been following the saga in the Cove over
the Whiskey Point Lodge addition of a Convention Centre, I have no
choice but to tell the EASC committee later this week to allow it to
proceed. It does not meet the guidelines of the Local Area Plan as I
pointed out at our last meeting. But staff say it meets the Development
Permit check list so it must be allowed. The check list hasn’t been
amended in about 25 years and does not take into account our LAP
which is part of our OCP. The staff were told that the applicant was not
willing nor required to make any of the changes that would bring it into
compliance with the LAP. So it will proceed.
BLENKIN PARK LAND EXPANSION

An application to add additional land to the Blenkin property will go
before the committee this week. The proposal would add the areas
at the back side of the existing park, the remainder of Lot 205 and
a portion of Lot 123, and allow our park to go from West Rd. right
through to Heriot Bay Rd. We currently have a mixture of tenures on
most of that land. We are going to try and get it as fee simple land, as
Crown Grant, in the same manner in which I got the existing grounds
around the Quadra Island Community Centre. I have tried this in the
past and was turned down by the Province for various reasons. This

my service & solutions

—your keys to success

Renée Stone

island-savvy
island-s
avvy p
a
professional
rofessional
f
fessional
realtor

island-savvy professional realtor

...a remarkably
Vancouver Island
brokerage

selling or searching? let’s connect:
call or text: 250.203.8652
ReneeStone@QuadraIsland.ca

PAGE 6

...a remarkably
Vancouver Island
brokerage

selling or searching? let’s connect:
call or text: 250.203.8652
Matt Knoedler 250.285.2754
ReneeStone@QuadraIsland.ca

w w w.discover yislander.ca
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my dedication

BY JIM ABR AM, 14 MARCH 2022
time the Recreation Society, a contractor of the SRD, has asked for the
initiative to be reinvigorated with SRD staff helping to make it happen.
I am in total support of this application and I am sure it will pass the
Board with with their approval also. My thanks to the Recreation
Society for bringing this to the forefront for another try! It will be a
great group effort and benefit the entire community.
HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT

There is a Provincial program taking place at this time trying to actually
quantify the housing needs in BC. Consultants have been hired and are
conducting lengthy surveys over the phone about each area. A couple
of our seniors’ advocates were interviewed and I was also interviewed
as the Director. In addition to all of the obvious comments, I made
sure that I made it very clear to them that the hoops that the seniors'
housing society had to go through because of BC Housing and Island
Health were absolutely unacceptable and it is the Prov. Govt. that is
causing some of the problem of lack of affordable housing. I didn’t
stop there and made it very clear that we put three years of work
into providing a walkable, sustainable, affordable village plan (LAP)
and every time someone comes along to try and do a simple subdivision
that could provide some of that housing, Island Health turns it down!
I suggested they (the Province) get their own house in order before
suggesting that communities aren’t doing enough. Hopefully the
consultants will be forceful in their recommendations to government.
HARPER ROAD PATHWAY

The never ending story! I talked with our Manager of Planning Services
this week about where we are at with the remainder of the pathway.
I was told that the contract for the portion from Plaza Rd. to the
northern boundary of the Seniors’ Centre has been awarded but that is
it. I explained that I had already set up all of the work, machinery and
materials for the remainder of the path all the way to Aroma several
years ago. It was all to be volunteer and many donations. The SRD
didn’t act on those recommendations and I doubt they are still being
offered. If they are please let me know so I can notify the Parks Dept.
and get them on to it. It is very unfortunate that things turned out the
way they did but it was totally out of my hands. I will keep trying! In the
past volunteers were eligible for tax receipts for their businesses.
SENIORS HOUSING OPENING

I was invited to attend the grand opening event of the official opening of
the seniors housing tomorrow, March 15th. Many of the people
that were involved in this long drawn out process were to be there.
However, I just got an email saying that all of us got the date wrong and
it is actually on the 16th. That notice came from our MLA. Well folks,
that happens to be my day of all day Board and Committee meetings.

Heavy-Duty
Equipment
service and repair

Automotive service and repair
Welding and Fabrication
Mobile and Quadra shop

250-285-2215

wolfdenmechanical@gmail.com
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So, if it takes place, I will be there in spirit and I congratulate all of the
hard working volunteers that made this phenomenal facility happen.
I’m sorry that I won’t be able to be there.
OTHER MEETINGS

I have attended two Federal/Provincial meetings re: funding, one
provincial re: aquaculture, three Marine Area Planning Meetings, three
ICAN meetings regarding preservation lands at one, water at another
and transportation at another, one re: Connected Coast Initiative with
all the brass, QI Conservancy AGM, a detailed meeting with the Comox
Valley Solid Waste staff re: recycling finalization details, the Safety
Council and a number of board and Committee meetings. Just to let you
know how I fill my days!
IN CONCLUSION

I hope that all of you have been able to get your second (and third,
where appropriate) vaccination against this plague that is disrupting our
lives so incredibly. Get vaccinated, ( kids also!) get your passports and
let’s move on, OK! As local government officials we have been asked
repeatedly by the Province and PHO to help spread the word far and
wide.
For the time being, while I am recovering from my injury, please
email me rather than the other choices. After that, feel free to
contact me between the hours of 9am and 4pm, Monday through
Friday (please, not on weekends or holidays, folks!) at 285.3333, or you
can fax me at 285.3533 or you can email me anytime at jimabram@
xplornet.ca or by mail at Box 278 in the Cove, V0P 1N0…
Respectfully submitted,
Jim Abram, Director, Discovery Islands-Mainland inlets,
Area C, Strathcona Regional District

DI Submissions

• Email us at: news @discoveryislands.ca
• Drop off your item at Inspirations in Quathiaski Cove
• Or, drop it off at our ofﬁce at 701 Cape Mudge Rd

QUADRA ISLAND REAL ESTATE TEAM
JUST LISTED! BRAND NEW
QUATHIASKI COVE RANCHER
$599,000•930 sqft 2 bedroom 1
bathroom rancher just built by J Toelle
•Custom features include 9-ft
ceilings and electric radiant in-floor
heating•Comfortable open floor plan
and covered decks front and back•Kitchen has white quartz counters, stainless appliance, large island with eating counter•Built-in office nook in living
room•In the Cove Crescent, a short walk from shops and ferry terminal
Bill Bradshaw

PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION

Sarah Bradshaw
www.quadrarealestate.ca
PHONE 250.285.3293
TOLL FREE 1.877.735.3293
FAX 250.285.3292
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QUADR A ISLAND GAR DEN CLUB & ICAN

Starting Veggie Plants
from Seed

HAVE YOU EVER TRIED to start your own
veggie plants? Want to learn how to do it?
ICAN and the Quadra Island Garden Club
bring you our latest LEARN Food Security
Hands-On Workshop, this time on starting
veggie plants from seed.
All of our workshops are funded through
donations. Donations cover the cost of the
workshop kits and the honorarium we give to
the presenter. Donations can be e-transferred
to quadraicansociety@gmail.com
Previous workshops include: LEARN to
Make Sourdough Bread, LEARN to Make
Kombucha Tea, LEARN to Grow Sprouts,
and LEARN to Grow Microgreens. Some
workshops will be recorded and become part
of an online library, available at https://www.
quadraican.ca/video-library/ and https://
quadraislandgardenclub.com/video-library/

March 31, 2–3:30pm at a location in Q Cove
Learn to Grow Starts with Pauline Lansdall,
Milton Road Greenhouse
LEARN:

• To plant your own veggie starts, including
tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, & brassicas
• How to maintain and transplant them
BRING:

• Garden gloves and a cash donation

Preschool Program
For 2.5 to 5 years

(Toilet training not required)

LEAVE WITH:

• A tray of future veggie plants that you just
started from seed!
• An instruction sheet of tips and tricks
TO REGISTER: Email QuadraIcanSociety@
gmail.com
LOCATION: Provided upon registration.
COST: By Donation.
THE QUADRA ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
PRESENTS

Preventing Pests &
Disease: Starting with
Soil Health
A Q&A with Arzeena Hamir
Monday, April 11 at 7pm
Via Zoom

ARE YOU STRUGGLING with how to deal
with pests or disease attacking your plants? Is
your garden becoming less productive over
time and you don’t know why or what to do?
We’ve been hearing some stories like this
lately and it is hard to hear gardeners getting
discouraged. So we have asked local organic
gardening expert and soil whiz Arzeena Hamir
to do a presentation and Q&A to give us some
tips and help problem-solve some common
garden problems related to the soil.
Plants, just like humans, become much
more susceptible to disease and pests when
their nutrition isn’t balanced. Learn some
basics of soil health, where to source local
nutrients, and how to manage your garden soil
optimally.
Come with questions about specific pests
and diseases in your garden and walk away
with some tools to manage them safely and
ecologically.
ABOUT ARZEENA:

Arzeena Hamir has a love for food and
community and brings these two passions

together through her work as an organic
farmer and as a local government politician.
She received her undergrad in Crop Science
and her Master’s in Sustainable Agriculture.
Arzeena has worked internationally with
small scale farmers in Jamaica, India, Thailand,
and Bangladesh, and in BC with West Coast
Seeds, UBC, Richmond Food Security
Society, and Kwantlen Polytechnic University.
Arzeena helped to develop a cosmetic
pesticide and GMO ban in the City of
Richmond, supported the development of the
Richmond Farm School, and supported the
creation of a number of community gardens
and food literacy programs there.
She and her husband moved their family
to the Comox Valley in 2012 and run Amara
Farm, a 25-acre certified organic farm in
Courtenay, BC.
In 2018, Arzeena was elected to the Board
of the Comox Valley Regional District where
she serves as both Vice Chair and Director,
Area B.
Arzeena is a gifted teacher, presenting
material and answering questions with her
signature relaxed yet confident style that
immediately puts gardeners of all experience
levels at ease.
To find the Zoom link for this meeting,
please go to the Meetings and Events page
of the Garden Club website and look for this
event quadraislandgardenclub.com/clubmeetings-and-events/
Happy Gardening!

New to Quadra?
The Discovery Islands Chamber
of Commerce and local
businesses welcome you with
a gift bag.
Contact Judy at 285.2150

School Age Program
Quadra Juniors
Kindergarten to Grade 2
Quadra Peaks Grade 3-5
Before School Care Program
K-Grade 5

Find us online

quadrachildrenscentre.weebly.com

7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Monday to Friday

250-285-3511

Please inquire about government subsidies
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THE QUADR A PROJECT

The Lottery

“THE LOTTERY” is a short story by Shirley

Jackson, first published in the June 26th,
1948, edition of The New York Times. It’s
a fictionalized account of a chilling ritual
carried out on one day each year throughout
villages in the “corn belt” of the United States.
Everyone in each community gathers in their
local square. Beneath the folksy greeting
and meeting with friends and neighbours
is a brooding seriousness. Some folks have
talked about giving up the ritual but, as an old
timer says dismissively, “Lottery in June, corn
be heavy soon.” Then, each person draws a
folded piece of paper from a black box. The
one with the black dot “wins” the lottery, and
is summarily stoned to death. Even little Davy,
the son of Tessie, this year’s “winner”, is given
pebbles to throw at his mother.
Jackson’s story, of course, is about a ritual
fertility sacrifice, and it’s shocking because
the practice is placed in a modern rather than
a primitive context. But when considered as
a symbolic story, the different circumstances
echo with different meanings.
We don’t usually think that “winning” such a
lottery is applicable today. Yet it’s not possible
to consider our current climate and ecological
emergencies without being reminded of
Shirley Jackson’s story.
This description of a sacrificial ritual is not
intended to diminish the loss and tragedy
suffered by the victims of recent climate and
ecological disasters. However, all such victims
can be considered as “winners” in a lottery
where we each have a piece of folded paper in
the black box.
Those who draw a black dot are more likely
to live in flood plains, in lowlands, in forests,
near rivers, or along seashores. In cities, they
are more likely to be the poor, elderly or
infirm. In the case of a pandemic, caused by
the intensifying interface between people and
wild animals, the “winners” are most likely to
be old, unhealthy and immunocompromised,
although everyone is eligible. The “global
village” in which we all live, qualifies anyone
to “win”. It all depends where we happen to be
when the lottery is held.
Life itself, of course, is a lottery, with no
way of knowing when the black dot could
identify any one of us as a “winner” – death,
in a great act of fairness, brings an eventual
“win” to everyone. However, the climate
crisis and the ecological upheavals that we
have instigated by our collective follies are
lotteries of our own making, not the inevitable
arrival of mortality. The economic, industrial,
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philosophical, religious, mythological,
political and technological rituals we have
been practicing have invented our own
version of “The Lottery.”
Indeed, giving up the ritual has been a
subject of serious consideration for decades,
but “corn be heavy soon” is the promised
reward of continuing to do what we have been
doing for centuries. Tradition has provided
its rites of reliability and its illusions of
security. Change is difficult because it creates
insecurities and anxieties. Some people,
corporations and countries have vested
interests that would be threatened. Habits are
entrenched. For now, lottery “winners” are
the disquieting price we seem willing to pay
for the imagined guarantee of a good crop of
“corn.”
Except when any one of us happens to be
the “winner.” The growing problem is that
more and more of these black dots are now
in the black box, and the chances of any one
of us being a “winner” is increasing. And we
have little choice whether the prize is flood,
fire, tornado, storm, drought, plague, or any of
the other creative surprises that an unsettled
global ecosystem is likely to concoct.
The people in Lytton, Merritt, Abbotsford
and Sumas Prairie didn’t volunteer to be in
the lottery, but a growing number are being
chosen – not to mention the animals, plants
and organisms that “win” by drowning or
incinerating. Select a community almost
anywhere on the planet: Australia, France,
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Greece, Italy, Spain, India, Kuwait, Siberia,
Brazil, California, Colorado.... Nothing
personal is intended. The lottery “winners”
are just the cumulative result of our
blundering plunge through history. This
particular folly of our collective behaviour
has been too much fossil fuel consumption
to feed our industries, to buy our SUVs, to
fly to distant destinations, and to satisfy
the materialistic lust of an insatiable
consumerism. No one wanted to acknowledge
or count the price of carbon.
The ritual always came with its costs, but
for a long time they seemed tolerable enough
to be hidden. They never were. Now these
costs inflect even our most folksy greetings
and meetings with a brooding seriousness.
Our rationalizations seem hollow and evasive,
empty excuses that could foreshadow one,
last, great, calamitous “winning.” And even
on our little island in the wholeness of things,
it’s uncomfortable being reminded that we’re
all gathered in the same village square with its
own ominous black box.
Ray Grigg
for Sierra Quadra

Find your way
around online...

QuadraIsland.ca
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WHAT’S NEW AT QUADR A ELEMENTARY

Quadra School Pond and Wetland Projects
STUDENTS AND STAFF of Quadra

Elementary have been spending a lot of time
recently getting wild about wetlands. Through
field trips, hands-on investigations and
inquiries all our students have learned about
wetlands and their importance. All of this is in
support of the two exciting projects they have
planned – a pond rejuvenation and wetland
restoration, both on school grounds!
The pond rejuvenation is the first project
to be tackled, hopefully this spring. Local
community connections and student power
will help shape an already much loved area of
the school grounds into more of an outdoor
classroom space.
We envisage slight modifications to the
pond and surrounding vegetation that will
open up the area for the school and whole
community. Paths will be made more
accessible, and a small bridge will allow folk
using wheels to enjoy all that the pond and its
surrounds have to offer. We will be requesting
specific help on this project in the near future.
The second and much larger project is the
wetland restoration. Historically, there was
an ephemeral creek and wetland located at
our school. In the 1960s this was drained and
ditched and turned into a field and parking
lot. Last year our school initiated a proposal to
restore this wet and largely unusable section
of the school field into a permanent wetland
habitat.

Ferry Schedule

Leave Quathiaski Cove
6:15 am
†
7:05 am
8:00 am
††
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
12:00 pm
1:00 pm
2:00 pm
3:05 pm
**4:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:50 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:00 pm
10:00 pm
*11:00 pm

† Daily except Sundays & Dec. 25 & Jan 1.
† † Commuter sailings, expect overloads

* Fridays and Saturdays Only
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Leave Campbell River
6:40 am
7:30 am
8:30 am
9:30 am
**10:30 am
11:30 am
12:30 pm
1:30 pm
2:30 pm
3:30 pm
4:30 pm
††
5:25 pm
††
6:15 pm
7:30 pm
8:30 pm
9:30 pm
10:30 pm
*11:30 pm
†

** Tuesdays - Dangerous Cargo
No passengers or cars.

In partnership with the BC Wildlife
Federation Wetlands Education Program,
WildBC (education arm of the Habitat
Conservation Trust Fund) and the ICAN
water security team, we are now able to
secure funding and approvals for this project.
This is an incredible opportunity to create an
outdoor learning space for studying wetlands,
re-wilding and stewardship.
The main structure of the wetland will be
formed using heavy machinery, under the
experienced guidance of BCWF experts.
Students will be able to get hands and tools
dirty planting some of the native wetland
species that will provide habitat for many
creatures in years to come. This project will
also include significant removal of invasive
species (Scotch broom and Himalayan
blackberry) which will utilize a good deal of
student power.
The wetland will of course benefit a myriad
of plants and animals. It will also include
design features to provide for many different
educational opportunities for students, and
the wider Quadra community.
The proposed wetland restoration project
is subject to final approval from the School
District 72 Board of Education. We hope to
‘break ground’ this fall.
In April we will celebrate our learning with
the community. We will be creating a ‘wetland
walk’ at the school, showcasing the work of
our students. This is all part of the culmination
project representing the past three years of
being a ‘Wild School’ supported by WildBC.
Further details will be provided closer to the
time.

Tool Appeal

A HUGELY IMPORTANT goal of these projects
is to encourage stewardship in our students.
Hands-on participation is a key part of this,
and we are intending to provide plenty of
opportunities to get involved—and likely
good and grubby!
To help achieve this we are reaching out
to the Quadra community for help with
acquiring necessary tools for the children and
staff. We are requesting your assistance with
this in two ways…
Firstly, with classes, it is much easier to have
sets of tools that can be more easily stored
and tracked—and uniformity also helps with
issues around preference! Size also matters,
with a need to provide smaller tools that are
more easily operated by the children. We are
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looking to purchase decent quality sets of
hand tools (spades, shovels, rakes, pruners)
as well as some small wheelbarrows, watering
cans, and sturdy blackberry-fighting gloves.
Our wonderful friends at Quadra Builders
have readily agreed to assist us—with sourcing
suitable tools, helping out on prices, and with
setting up an account for the school. Anyone
willing to support us purchase these items can
simply call or go into the store and contribute
to the Quadra Elementary Project account.
More information will be provided in-store
this coming week.
Our second ask is for full-sized used
tools that can be used by teachers and
support staff. They are looking for a couple
of wheelbarrows, shovels, rakes, pruners,
pruning saws, buckets, gardening gloves,
foam/garden kneelers, watering cans, and an
extendible saw (for high spot trimming).
We are happy to say that our friends from
ICAN’s Quilt team (Quadra Island Library of
Things) have kindly agreed to help us repair/
restore tools that might need a little love. This
wonderful group will be holding their second
Tool Repair session on Saturday, April 2nd, by
the Credit Union. We will be there to accept
donations and ask that you bring them along
to our tent between 10.00 am and noon so that
the ICAN teams may fix them up during the
repair session.
While we are asking for your help, we would
also love any previously loved ID books/
guides – particularly the simple laminated
ones of local amphibians, birds, and plants.
These could be brought along on the 2nd,
or dropped off at the school office after the
spring break.
We thank you in advance for your help with
our tool appeal, and look forward to sharing
our projects’ progress with you in the coming
months. For more information, please contact
either of us: Sheldon Etheridge (Quadra
Elementary teacher) and Deb Cowper
(WildBC Facilitator).
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Death Education Fair
April 3 at QCC
WAY TO GO is hosting a

Death Education Fair on
Sunday, April 3rd from 1:00
– 3:30 pm in the Quadra
Community Centre. This is
an opportunity to learn more about death and
dying in a relaxed atmosphere, and expand
your awareness about this topic. The emphasis
of the Fair is on local, natural, alternative, and
community minded approaches. It’s about
bringing death back into the stream of life in
real and tangible ways.
In a comfortable and friendly environment,
learn about community-led death care, natural
burial, caskets, shrouds, personal planning,
hospice, grief and loss, MAID, and much
more. In the main hall, peruse the information
at each table, ask questions, and learn about
topics of interest or those new to you, like
aquamation. Upstairs in Room 3, sit and enjoy
the exquisite Threshold Choir and any of the
three presentations by community members.
In the Green Room, come and relax in the
Death Cafe where you can engage in directed
conversation while enjoying tea and cookies.
Arrive any time during the event and stay
as long as you like. At 1:30 there will be a
presentation in the main hall, introducing the
Fair and each topic.
The result of living in a society that is shy to
talk about death is that our knowledge about
what is possible is often narrow and limited.
Death is not a medical event; it is a human
experience. It is something we do. How can
we navigate it in ways that align with who we
are and what we value?
Our “In Remembrance” table honours those
we love who have died. Bring a picture or
memento to place on the table, so that we may
acknowledge our grief in missing them, and our
gratitude for how their lives have touched ours.
Current public health protocols require
that you show your vaccine passport at the
door. Please be thoughtful to keep a respectful
distance from the other guests and wear a
mask if that is comfortable for you. If you have
any symptoms of illness, stay in the comfort of
your own home.
This is Quadra’s second Death Education
Fair, the first one in November 2019 was well
received. We are pleased to be able to offer
this to our community again. We hope you’ll
make time to join us.
Margaret Verschuur
250.204.3709 / margaret.verschuur@gmail.com
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Quadra Island
Foundation Launches
Website

QUADRA ISLAND’S community foundation is

marking another milestone with the launch of
its website, quadraislandfoundation.ca.
“A huge round of applause to Quadra’s Sarah
James for developing this compelling, viewerfriendly site that raises the profile of QIF’s role
in supporting the island’s people, culture and
natural environment,” says QIF board chair
Michael Mascall. James also designed the QIF
logo.
The full-function website includes
comprehensive news and information about
the role of the community foundation and
how people and organizations can contribute
a lasting legacy. It features photos generously
shared by several local photographers.
“Establishing a website was a first-year
priority for our volunteer board, and we
are grateful for timely project funding,”
Mascall says. “Support from the Coastal
Community Credit Union and the Campbell
River Community Foundation allowed us to
proceed with website development, and now,
to provide online access to QIF information.”
Mascall adds, “The volunteer board also
recognizes the key role of QIF vice chair Jody
Rodgers, who worked closely with Sarah
for several months to establish this essential
online presence.”
“With the website project complete, the
QIF board is working to connect with people
and organizations to encourage financial
contributions from potential major donors,”
says QIF secretary Matthew Kelly. “Large
donations are vital building blocks for a
permanent community foundation fund,
and meaningful, long-lasting gifts to Quadra
Island.”
“The QIF board is encouraged by
the success of our neighbouring island
foundations and the benefits they provide
to their communities. We’re confident
that fundraising efforts will grow our
endowment fund over the next few years so
that investment proceeds will enable QIF to
provide grants to support local charities,” says
QIF treasurer Mich Hirano. “We’re also
exploring possibilities for matching grant
initiatives with other foundation programs
that would supplement donations to QIF.”
In its first year, funding through QIF
supported projects such as Quadra Seniors
Housing and ICAN’s solar demonstration
project at Quadra Elementary School.
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In December, thanks to a number of
contributions from community members, QIF
established an endowment fund by investing
its first $10,000 through the Vancouver
Foundation’s Socially Responsible Investment
Fund.

QIF is also grateful for initial financial
support from an anonymous donor and from
the Strathcona Regional District (through
area director Jim Abram) that covered legal
fees to register the community foundation
as a provincial society and as a charitable
organization with Revenue Canada. As a
registered charity, QIF provides tax receipts
for donations.
Questions? Check out
quadraislandfoundation.ca or send email
to info@quadraislandfoundation.ca. Please
direct telephone inquires to Michael
Mascall at 250.202.1968 or Mich Hirano at
250.285.3060.

Spring eBike

Sale

15% off accessories!
Thank y
ou
Support for
Island B ing
usiness
es!

Canadian Brands: Envo, Velec
& Surface 604
For more information
bicycle@gicable.com

Open by Appointment
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MAY DAY 2022!

REQUEST FOR QUOTATIONS
RFQ-01-22 QUADRA ISLAND PARK
AND TRAIL MAINTENANCE
For more information, please visit
srd.ca/bid-opportunities
990 Cedar Street,
Campbell River, BC V9W 7Z8
Tel: 250-830-6700 • Fax: 250-830-6710
Toll-free: 1-877-830-2990
www.srd.ca

Quadra Island Medical Clinic
Dr Steve Hughes CCFP MRCGP
and Pat Peterson NP
• Please phone 250 285 3540 for an appointment
• Open Monday to Friday, 9 am to 4 pm
• We see patients by appointment only (no walk-ins)
• Lab & ECG by appointment only Wed & Fri, 7am to 11am
• Book blood tests online at v2.waitwhile.com/book/Quadralab

Yes, we’re BACK!

MAY DAY 2022 will be held at Rebecca Spit Provincial Park on May 28.
We are SO pleased to announce that our beloved May Day tradition
can resume in person this year! What a strange shift it has been not to
gather in person for this celebration over the past two years. Thanks
however to everyone who helped keep the spirit alive in true quadra
spirit! There were wonderfully decorated driveways to be enjoyed
by drivers by and at home picnics generously shared online. The
celebrations continued… in our own unique island way! We can all,
however, enjoy a welcomed and wonderful sigh of relief as things are
easing and we safely resume doing more of the things we love. Like
gathering together (in a safe way outside) for May Day and seeing the
smiling faces of our beautiful community.
This year will be an extra special event with plenty of catch up to do!
Think three May Queens, and three wonderful cohorts of twirling May
Pole dancers. Think a parade of homemade floats, costumed walkers,
cyclists, entertainment, games, and yes… even the boxed lunch auction!
Think sail boat races, and driftwood sculptures and as always there will
be prizes for the best floats and costumes! Rumour has it there will also
be the greased pole climbing competition with prize money at the top.
It will be a jam-packed ceremony, a May Day extravaganza… but a few
things will look different too. No BBQ concession. Sorry folks! You
will need to come with your own picnics and yummy snacks packed
from home. We encourage you to picnic together in your family groups,
pack your favorite meal (or support the boxed lunch auction) and
practice distancing where possible. In true May Day fashion let’s come
together outside at Rebecca Spit to celebrate spring and our wonderful
community!
Celebrations kick off at ten o’clock with the parade. Suggestion
boxes for the May Day theme will be at the Community Centre, the
Elementary School, the Library and the local the TruValue grocery
stores so that Islanders can submit their creative theme suggestions.
The theme and itinerary will be published in the Discovery Islander
along with a complete schedule of events. Be part of this annual
celebration by volunteering, joining the parade with your own float or
by simply cheering on the contestants!
This event is organized by the Quadra Island Community Centre. If
you’d like to get involved by volunteer please contact us by phone at
250.285.3243 or by email at info@quadrarec.bc.ca.

Your Guides
to Island Adventure

phone 250.285.3540 • fax 250.285.3549 • 654 Harper Rd, Q Cove

Trauma & Abuse
Counselling Centre
Professional individual counselling
by appointment. Ages 5+

NORTH ISLAND SURVIVORS’
HEALING SOCIETY

CALL 250-287-3325
PAGE 12

Available at Book Bonanza
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www.wildisle.ca
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R EAL ESTATE

February in Real Estate

ANOTHER MONTH WENT BY and we are
seeing more listings coming on the market
every day. How was February you may ask?
Well, here’s a brief summary of each important
market. The reason why I am including only
these markets is because based on what
algorithms show, most people that come to
Campbell River and surrounding area, are
from these cities across Canada.
CAMPBELL RIVER

February brought additional inventory to
the table in the Vancouver Island Real Estate
Board (VIREB) area. However, listings are
still far below where they need to be to satisfy
buyer demand.
“British Columbia is in the midst of a housing
crisis,” says Erica Kavanaugh, 2022 VIREB
President. “Organized real estate has datadriven insights into potential solutions, which
is why BCREA just released a white paper on
market conditions in the province.”
In a Better Way Home: Strengthening
Consumer Protection in Real Estate, BCREA
presents over 30 recommendations to the
provincial government on how it can protect
consumers today and provide affordable
housing in the future. Using extensive data and
expert analysis, BCREA focuses on real-life
solutions in the paper instead of ineffective
and temporary demand-side fixes, adds
Kavanaugh. (To read or download the white
paper, visit bcrea.bc.ca/whitepaper.)
Benchmark Price for a detached home
in Campbell River in February reached:
$699,900.
Benchmark Price for an apartment: $333,600.
Benchmark Price for a Townhouse: $514,200.
QUADRA ISLAND

Quadra Island in February had NO new
listings, 4 sold (pending) and 1 Sold.
If you would like more details including “sold
prices” go to my website and sign up and
log in for free to members only area that will
provide that information www.quadrarealty.ca

listings caused adjusted inventories to rise
above last months’ levels. However, with only
one month of supply, the market continues to
favour the seller.
The benchmark price of detached homes
in the city of Calgary hit $596,400; semidetached: $461,400; row home: $321,100;
apartments: $257,500.
VANCOUVER

The Metro Vancouver* housing market saw
steady home sales activity, modest increases in
home listings and continued upward trends in
pricing in February.
“As we prepare to enter what’s traditionally
the busiest season of the year, the Metro
Vancouver housing market is seeing more
historically typical home sale activity and
a modest uptick in home listing activity
compared to last year,” Taylor Biggar, REBGV
Chair said.
The benchmark price for a detached home
is $2,044,800. This represents a 25 per cent
increase from February 2021.
The benchmark price of an apartment home
is $807,900. This represents a 15.9 per cent
increase from February 2021.
The benchmark price of an attached home
is $1,090,000. This represents a 27.2 per cent
increase from February 2021.
TORONTO

February home sales were down compared to
the all-time record in 2021, but represented
the second-best result for the month of
February in history. New listings dropped,
but by a marginally lesser annual rate than
sales, pointing to a modest move to a slightly
more balanced market. Competition between
buyers, however, remained tight enough to
support double-digit price growth year-overyear.
“Demand for ownership housing remains
strong throughout the GTA, and while we

are marginally off the record pace seen last
year, any buyer looking in this market is not
likely to feel it with competition remaining
the norm. Many households sped up their
home purchase and entered into a transaction
in 2021, which is one reason the number of
sales were forecasted to be lower this year
and a trending towards higher borrowing
cost will have a moderating effect on home
sales. Substantial immigration levels and a
continued lack of supply, however, will have
a countering effect to increasing mortgage
costs,” said TRREB President Kevin Crigger.
The average price for a detached home in
area (416) is $2,073,989.
The average price of a semi-detached home
(416) is $1,499,489.
The average price of a townhouse (416) is
$1,131,809.
The average price of a condo (416) is
$822,090 as reported by the Toronto Regional
Real Estate Board (TREBB).
If you keep tracking these numbers like I
do, you must have noticed that prices keep
going up significantly all across the country.
Even when you look at a monthly change a
lot of the times it’s substantially higher. With
immigration policy accepting over 400,000
new immigrants this year, and now with
Ukraine conflict I’m sure that number will at
least double. We can only speculate that this
will drive prices even higher, especially the
lower priced units.
Are you thinking of selling your home?
Call me for a free home evaluation.
Roman Krzaczek REALTOR ®
Home number: 250.285.2141
Quadrarealty.ca

Presented in chart form below are the single-family residential unit sales, average sale prices, and median
price information for all zones within the board area

CORTES ISLAND

February on Cortes Island had 1 listing
“pending” and one “sold” but NO new listings.
If you would like more details including
“sold prices” go to my website and sign up and
log in for free to members only area that will
provide that information www.quadrarealty.ca
CALGARY

Thanks to a surge in new listings, sales
activity reached a record high for the month
Photo: Vince
StoneTh
bowl
Julie
of February
with Kehn.
3,305 sales.
e rise
in Glaspy
new
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

FORUM

Last Mile Fibre-to-the-Home Construction
THE STRATHCONA REGIONAL District is
located in the Coast Salish, Kwakwaka’wakw
and Nuu-Chah-nulth traditional territories.
The SRD communities of Zeballos,
Ehattesaht First Nation, a portion of Quadra
Island, and Cortes Island were awarded lastmile grant funding through the Connecting
British Columbia Program. Last mile
construction in Cortes Island neighbourhoods
and the Klahoose First Nation is in progress.
Funding for the construction of this
infrastructure in the communities of Tahsis,
Gold River, Sayward, the Sayward Valley and
a portion of Quadra Island is sourced through
an SRD borrowing partnership with CityWest.
This financing was necessary because these
communities were considered ineligible
for grant funding. Communities receiving
internet services above the minimum federal
standard of 50Mbps download speed and
10Mbps download speed are not eligible for
grants. Data from internet service providers
show residents have access to the minimum
50/10 Mbps service; however, speed tests
conducted in numerous communities
indicated that upload/download speeds were
considerably lower than the federal standard.
In partnership, CityWest will cover the cost
of debt payments for the infrastructure and
will operate the network, providing high
speed internet, cable television and telephone
services.
As part of the partnerships with CityWest,
each community or electoral area has invested
in the last mile infrastructure and will be a

part-owner in the community network. This
shared ownership will result in an annual 20%
return of profits to the community.
Last mile fibre to the home infrastructure
will plug into the Connected Coast Network
to deliver high-speed internet equivalent to
speeds available in urban centres.
ONCE THE CONNECTED COAST Network

landing meets the last mile infrastructure,
residents in these communities will be able to
access true high-speed Internet services – far
more than the recommended 50/10 threshold
set by the Government of Canada.
Says Stefan Woloszyn, CEO of CityWest:
“We are future-proofing access to the internet
with the use of fibre technology and ultimately
creating equal opportunities for rural and
remote British Columbians.”
When finished, the Connected Coast
project will run over 3400 kilometres along
the coast of BC, including a link to Haida
Gwaii, the Vancouver Internet Exchange and
circumnavigate Vancouver Island – one of the
longest coastal subsea networks in the world.
As part of the last mile build, CityWest
is launching its “Dropping In” campaign,
encouraging residents to sign up for a fibre
optic cable drop installed directly to their
homes. Signing up for a drop connection is
free but must be done before construction is
finished. If a connection is requested after the
initial construction is completed, there will be
an installation charge for the connection to a
building. There is no obligation to become a
CityWest customer.
For more information and frequently asked
questions about the ‘Dropping-In’ campaign,
please visit www.citywest.ca/dropping-in

Living With Wolves

LATELY I’VE BEEN learning the art of trail

building. Digging, carrying rock, transplanting
ferns: a weekly sojourn with glowing moss and
a musical creek. During these work parties I’ve
been quite surprised by the frequency of loaded
logging trucks passing our work area, headed
south.
Contemplating this hourly passing of a truck
loaded with freshly-dead forest has me thinking
of the magnitude of habitat destruction on
Quadra’s expansive northern areas. Currently
wolves are a hot island topic. With such
significant destruction occurring on the
north island, is it surprising wolves are being
displaced south?
Road building and clearcutting affect deer
and wolf populations, short and long term.
Deer populations are hugely problematic in
many Vancouver Island communities where
predators are scarce. Quadra needs a healthy
wolf population, not a deer problem. Wolves
keep the balance. And so must we.
We must educate ourselves, our neighbours,
and our visitors about living safely with
wolves. Leashing pets, particularly ones prone
to straying, keeps them (and wolves!) safe.
Conscientious animal husbandry, sturdy fences
and barns secured at night, keep livestock (and
wolves!) safe. Yelling at a wolf, waving arms and
scaring it off (aka “hazing”) is the kindest thing
you can do in a wolf encounter.
One more thought… Quadra’s colonial history
is resource extraction. Industrial clearcut pillage
leaves a wasteland of low-value habitat for 150+
years. Is this the future we want for Quadra?
Islanders and visitors alike relish our forests,
our trails, our nature. Those who appreciate
Quadra’s wilds (and/or gain livelihood through
tourism) would do well to consider all we can
do to secure our island’s wildly forested future.
Robyn Mawhinney/Discothistle

Client Focused. Results Driven
Curious about the value of your home?
Call for a free valuation today.

Roman Krzaczek

Realtor®

250-285-2141

Roman@RomansListings.com

http://quadrarealty.ca
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Ask the Mountains

Dianne Elizabeth MacLaurin
(née McBride)

JOIN EXHIBITING artists Jenni Schine and

Sylvie Ringer, along with curator Jenelle
Pasiechnik, for the opening of Ask The
Mountains at the CRAG on March 19 from
5 to 7pm. In confrontation with pressing
environmental issues and a global pandemic,
Ask The Mountains investigates landscape as a
metaphor for our internal worlds.
How does connection with the natural
world help us listen to our environments, to
each other, and within ourselves? What does
this sound like? What does it look like? What
does it feel like in our bodies?
Ask The Mountains is a multi-sensory,
immersive installation featuring drawings,
paintings, and soundscape compositions
referencing the atmosphere and landscape
of North Vancouver Island and Malcolm
Island – places dear to the artists and many
who call the Island their home. How do
the layers of information that are stored in
rocks, sediments, and earth find their way
into artists’ work, and our lives? Through
being present and remembering, asking the
mountains, and exploring what it is to be a
mountain, the artists begin a conversation
with the natural world and bring it into the
gallery to share with visitors.
Jocelyn Doll, Campbell River Art Gallery

B.Ed. Library Science & Anthropology, UBC
Resident Fellow (CMI)
Nov 6, 1940 to Feb 15, 2022
DIANNE WAS BORN in Pat Bay, Vancouver

Island, educated in the Vanouver schools,
and took her degree at
UBC. She met her future
husband Peter at summer
school. A casual after-lecture
cup of coffee sparked a
conversation and love affair
that lasted sixty years.
Dianne and her teacher
husband taught in a number
of school districts and
travelled widely. Dianne
always created a warm supportive atmosphere
in her classroom libraries where children
could ‘catch’ the pleasure of reading and
become lifelong readers. These children are
her legacy.
Dianne and Peter bought property on the
island and, like so many Quadra people,
worked off island to support their dream.
After twenty-three years of summer camping
on the beach, Dianne and Peter returned to
Quadra in 2004 to build their retirement home

overlooking Sutil Channel.
Dianne in her last years contracted an
aggressive variant of Parkinson’s Disease.
Dianne chose to end the Nth phase of the
disease by M.A.I.D. Dianne died at home,
gently slipping away, free at last; at her side,
husband Peter, daughter Anne and son David.
Dianne is interred on the ‘green’ side of the
Quadra Cemetery.
The MacLaurin family
wish to thank Dr Hume and
his nurse for their ‘duty of
care’ in making Dianne’s
request possible. The
family also wishes to thank
the Buddhist meditation
group for their love and
compassion.
Dianne is predeceased by
her parents Ethel and Larry MacBride, and
two brothers Keith and Dennis.
She is survived by her husband Peter
(Quadra Island), daughter Anne (Victoria)
and son David (Seattle), seven grandchildren
and a brother Kevin (Vancouver).
Dianne
a gentle spirit
forever young
free at last
And death shall have no dominion

Time to Get Onboard...

Offering Quadra's most diverse
set of building skills...
Let us manage all your
home improvement dreams.

Put your business where
customers are looking
For island businesses relying
on tourist trade, this is your
complete, locally-produced
advertising solution.

Last Call for the
2022 DI Guide!!!
Guide to the Discovery Islands
25 March, 2022
Quadra Island Map-Brochure
25 March, 2022
Web Site Advertising
Ongoing- Anytime

To reserve your space

For free inspiration
call Blaine Smith

250.202.6299

quadrablaine@gmail.com

Spring is
Coming!
Time to get your boat ready!

email: news@discoveryislands.ca
For more information

www.discoveryislands.ca/advertising
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Heriot Bay Tides
DATE TIME PDT
18
00:25
Friday 07:08
13:08
18:52
19
01:02
Saturday 07:32
13:42
19:44
20
01:41
Sunday 07:56
14:20
20:38
21
02:24
Monday 08:21
15:02
21:37
22
03:10
Tuesday 08:49
15:48
22:45
23
04:02
Wed.
09:20
16:39
24
00:06
Thursday 05:07
09:57
17:36
25
01:37
Friday 06:43
10:46
18:44
26
02:58
Saturday 08:37
12:04
19:58
27
03:58
Sunday 09:52
13:46
21:07
28
04:43
Monday 10:44
15:08
22:04
29
05:20
Tuesday 11:25
16:18
22:55
30
05:52
Wed.
2:02
17:22
23:41
31
06:21
Thursday 12:36
18:20
April 01 00:24
Friday 06:47
13:10
19:13
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M.
1.6
4.7
2.5
4.4
1.8
4.8
2.1
4.5
2.a1
4.7
1.8
4.5
2.5
4.7
1.4
4.5
2.8
4.6
1.2
4.5
3.2
4.5
1.1
4.4
3.6
4.3
1.1
4.5
3.7
4.1
1.1
4.6
3.7
4.0
1.1
4.7
3.5
3.9
1.2
4.7
3.2
4.0
1.3
4.8
2.9
4.1
1.4
4.8
2.5
4.2
1.7
4.8
2.2
4.3
1.9
4.7
1.9
4.5

FT.
5.2
15.4
8.2
14.4
5.9
15.7
6.9
14.8
6.9
15.4
5.9
14.8
8.2
15.4
4.6
14.8
9.2
15.1
3.9
14.8
10.5
14.8
3.6
14.4
11.8
14.1
3.6
14.8
12.1
13.5
3.6
15.1
12.1
13.1
3.6
15.4
11.5
12.8
3.9
15.4
10.5
13.1
4.3
15.7
9.5
13.5
4.6
15.7
8.2
13.8
5.6
15.7
7.2
14.1
6.2
15.4
6.2
14.8

THE DI CLASS I FI EDS

Services
ROOFING

Professional Roofing Services
www.javaroofing.com
Call JAVA ROOFING at 250.204.2638

NOTARY PUBLIC

Notary Public on Quadra now open.
Located inside Sacred Pulse at
Quathiaski Cove shops, we offer
notarial services, personal planning
documents (wills, powers of attorney,
representation agreements).
Call 236-277-2020 or
email info@quadranotary.ca

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS

in Q-Cove. Lawn Mowers, Tractors,
Chainsaws, Trimmers, Generators etc.
Also some electric power tools. Please
call Don @ 250.285.3960.

THE DREAM TEAM

Concrete, Landscaping, Carpentry,
Masonry. We now also have an
experienced gardening squad that
covers all landscape and gardening
needs. 250-580-1992
dreamteamconcrete@gmail.com

BOOKKEEPING FOR
THE DISCOVERY ISLANDS

Small business bookkeeping. 25 years
experience with Accounts Payable,
Receivable, GST and PST, Government
Grant Applications. Fair Rates. In
person or online consultations.
www.hightidebookkeeper.ca
hightidebookkeeping@gmail.com

DI
CLASSI FI EDS

Up to 35 words: $25
(incl. g.s.t.) - one time
36 to 70 words: $45
(incl. g.s.t.) - one time

Home & Garden
LOW PRESSURE
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

WAYPOINT SIGNS

Garden consultations, Bonsai Art.
Contact local Horticulturist Kai Gogolin
250-850-9245 or at ggpropertycare@
gmail.com

WINDOW CLEANING

Professional window washer
Insides and out. Keep your home
or rental sparkling year round. Call
Paradigm Rope Access (250) 285-3424
https://paradigmropes.ca

HERIOT BAY INN KITCHEN TEAM
The Heriot Bay Inn is building its 2022
Kitchen team! Immediate positions
available for Line cooks, Prep cooks
and Dishwashers. Part-time turning to
fulltime in the summer season. Email
info@heriotbayinn.com. Attn Chef
Patrice.

The Discovery Islander
welcomes written
submissions of interest
to the Discovery Islands
community:
news, events, opinion and
musings are fair game.
Please
keep your item to a
reasonable length:
750 words is
a good target
for longer articles.

HBI BARTENDERS / SERVERS

Bartender/Server positions available
at the Heriot Bay Inn. Immediate parttime position, leading to full time for
the 2022 summer season. Please email
info@heriotbayinn.com

TSA-KWA-LUTEN LODGE

Signs, Picture Framing and simple
Engraving at Waypoint Signs beside
Quadra Builders. Tuesday to Thursday,
9 to noon, 1 to 4pm. Appointments
possible to suit your schedule. Friendly,
efficient, personalized service.
Quality products at affordable rates.
250.285.2815 desk@waypointsigns.com

DI
Submissions

Hiring

Tsa-Kwa-Luten Lodge is now taking
applications for the following positions:
Dining Room part time servers,
Bussers, Dishwashers. Front Desk Clerk
afternoon shift 3:15–11:15 pm, and
Housekeepers. We will be opening
on May 5th. Please email resumes to
desk@capemudgeresort.bc.ca

In the interests of efficiency
and
hygiene please email
your text and or photos to:
news@discoveryislands.ca
If you have to
supply a handwritten item
that’s okay,
just not the first choice.

A Taste of Life On Quadra Island - Island Cookery III

This is the latest book in the beloved Cookery series and
is on sale at our local retailers • Book Bonanza • Works
of H'Art • Sidelines • James Pottery • Marnie's Books on
Cortes • Also available at Coastal Community Credit Union
OR
Online directly from the Children's Centre
via the cookbook website
www.islandcookery.com

Email or drop off your
ad with payment at
701 Cape Mudge Rd,
or at Inspirations

All proceeds go to the Children's Centre

You can also pay online
at discoveryislander.ca
Questions? Email
news@discoveryislands.ca

Shops

NEXT DISCOVERY ISLANDER DEADLINE
Monday, March 28 @ 7pm for Issue 777
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