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T hink all things nautical – from marine life and sea creatures (real and fantasy) to anything 
and everything you love about our ocean: healthy oceans, beach clean-up, sailing the seas, 

pirates, mermaids, seals and seagulls! Use your creativity and imagination to SEAS the day and 
help create the very best May Day ever!

Hey Quadra, 
May Day is back!

...and the May Day theme for 2022 is: ‘SEAS THE DAY! ’

 And guess what? Word has it there will be one new prize this year at 
May Day – for the most delicious looking home packed picnic lunch! 
Judges will be anonymously looking to spot the yummiest picnics, so 
pack your favourite fancy feast and you could win a prize!  
We are excited that May Day (May 28th) can happen again at Rebecca 
Spit and we can carry on this historic Quadra tradition! 
Most things will be pretty similar this year, but in true historic fashion 
we are asking that you pack your own favourite picnic lunch, as 

there won’t be a concession this year. We sure are looking forward to 
celebrating our wonderful community again this May Day! 
Be part of this annual celebration by volunteering, joining the parade 
with your own float, or by simply cheering on the contestants!
Look for the full schedule of May Day Events in the next DI! 
This event is organized by the Quadra Island Community Centre. 
If you'd like to get involved by volunteering, please contact us by 
phone at 250-285-3243 or by email at info@quadrarec.bc.ca
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The Disaster Preparedness Expo 
is a fun way to build community 
resilience and get your family 
better prepared for a disaster. 

• Shop for disaster preparedness 
supplies;

• Connect with a variety of 
different organizations involved 
in disaster preparedness and 
response; and

• Learn how you can be better 
prepared for a disaster.

970 WEST ROAD QUADRA ISLAND 
COMMUNITY CENTER

SATURDAY, MAY 14TH 
11AM - 3PM

DISASTER
PREPAREDNESS

QUADRA ISLAND
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Genealogy Society
HAVE YOU EVER researched your Family 
Tree using maps? If not, then join us at the 
Campbell River Genealogy Society regular 
meeting Thursday May 5 at 7pm, by Zoom.  

Christol James will explain types of maps 
and the importance of using them in your 
research; Rita Balboni will show you how to 
use maps from Eastern Europe. Zoom link: 
http://www.crgenealogysociety.ca/

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
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A Really Big Day!
ON SATURDAY MAY 7, not only is the 
Summer Market opening with all of its 
treasures and great information, but the 
ICAN Water Security Team is having a 
workshop to help islanders learn more about 
water on Quadra. “Groundwater Protection 
from Wells to Aquifers” will be presented 
on Saturday May 7, 10am to 12 noon in 
the Quadra Community Centre. The main 
speaker is Sylvia Barroso, MSc, PGeo, Water 
Protection for the West Coast Region. Sylvia 
has provided support and an abundance of 
scientific information to the Water Team. She 
was involved with the first (and only) 
observation well on Quadra and is current 
with information about its status. Topics 
include: how groundwater and wells work;  
known sources of groundwater on Quadra; 
common issues affecting ground water; how 
to protect groundwater by individual action, 
monitoring, and land use. Members of the 
Water Team and local water experts will join 
Sylvia for your comments and to answer your 
questions. And you will still have time to have 
lunch and spend the afternoon checking out 
more ICAN Team projects at the Summer 
Market!

Young Musicians 
Concert
WE HAVE A GREAT LINE-UP for the Young 
Musicians Concert on Saturday May 7, 7 to 
9pm, at the Community Centre!

This concert is a chance for children and 
youth on the island to share their music with 
the community and get comfortable with 
performing.  Please come and cheer them on!

We always like to start our show with the 
littlest young musicians and this year will 
be no exception!  Kate Alexandra and her 
small but mighty students will be sure to 
delight with their opening number “Hello” 
by Adele and some short and sweet piano 
ditties.  Dancing is sure to happen and even a 
triangle may make an appearance!  Following 
Kate’s crew we will have an assortment of 
progressively taller kids and their instruments 
taking the stage, including cello, drums, 
violin, flute, saxophone, and guitar, with 
some piano thrown in here and there for good 
measure.  Some other teachers may also make 
an appearance, including Joyce Sheppard, 
Hal Douglas, and Blaine Waldbauer.  We will 
end our show with our traditional audience 
participation number...not sure what it will be 
yet...you’ll have to come to find out!

Entrance is by donation.  Coffee and 
desserts will be for sale.  All proceeds go to 
support the Quadra Island Young Musicians 
Fund which supports music education and 
experiences for young people on Quadra.

Hope to see you on May 7!
– Dave Blinzinger and Jen Banks-Doll, 
organizers

QIRS AGM
THE QUADRA ISLAND Recreation Society’s 
AGM will be held on Tuesday May 17 at 7pm 
in the Main Hall. This is an opportunity to 
hear about what QIRS and its committees did 
in 2021. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Congratulations!
I WOULD LIKE TO congratulate my son 
Wendall Roberts for 25 years working on 
the Powell River Queen. He loves his job 
– too young to retire – so you will see him 
there for a few more years! He worked on 
his grandfather’s fishing boat at 10 years of 
age. Later on he seined with his uncle John 
Chickite. 
He is the 
first native 
from Cape 
Mudge and 
Campbell 
River reserve 
to work on 
this ferry. He 
is the great 
grandson of 
the highest 
ranking Hereditary Chief Johnny Chickite, 
and also the great grandson of Chief William 
Roberts.
Barbara McCoy
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The DI is published every two weeks. 
Our current edition and upcoming 

deadlines are online:  
www.discoveryislander.ca

CONTACT US
email news@discoveryislands.ca

phone 250 285 2234
mail PO Box 280 Quathiaski Cove

BC V0P 1N0
office 701 Cape Mudge Road

hours Monday – Thursday
10am to 4pm

Opinions expressed in this magazine 
are those of the contributors and are 

not the views of the publisher. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
We welcome items for publica-
tion on subjects of interest to the 
Discovery Islands community.  
Here are a few guidelines:
• 300 words is an ideal length for 
community announcements.
• Articles do not need to be sent as 
attachments. Simply send the text 
in the body of your email.
• Canadian spelling is preferred.
• Please use the title of your item 
in the email subject line. We get a 
lot of items called 'DI Article'.
• Remember to include credits 
and captions for photos & artwork.

WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO INCLUDE 
ALL ITEMS SUBMITTED, ERRORS AND

ACCIDENTAL OMISSIONS MAY OCCUR.

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS
Are available for delivery in Canada  

by mail $90 for 12 months

Local Voluntary Subscriptions are 
welcome to help support the DI, 

suggested: $30 per calendar year
Find more details online at

www.DiscoveryIslander.ca

COPYRIGHT 2022
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

NEXT DEADLINE
7pm Monday, May 9
for publication on  

Friday, May 13, 2022
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New to Quadra? 
The Discovery Islands Chamber

of Commerce and local
businesses welcome you with

a gift bag. 
Contact Judy at 285.2150

Guest Editor Robyn Budd

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

QI Food Guide 

ARE YOU A food producer on 
Quadra? Are you aware of the 
online guide for consumers to 
find local fresh food? Check it 
out at www.qifoodguide.ca! A 
listing with the Quadra Island 
Food Guide is free! If you are not 
yet included in our Food Guide, 
please contact Kathryn for 
more information: 285.2103 or 
email qifoodguide@gmail.com. 
We want to connect our food 
producers and consumers, and to 
promote local food culture!

Way to Go
MONTHLY MEETINGS will 
resume in the fall. Community 
Led Death Care volunteers 
available at help@communityled 
deathcare.ca, or call Jude at 
285.2302 or Margaret at 204.3709. 

Way to Go Guides are $5 
at Inspirations; for a free pdf, 
contact jbaker@gicable.com.

Talks by Christa Ovenell, 
who spoke at the recent Death 
Education Fair, are available on 
CBC North by Northwest, https://
deaths apprentice.ca/nxnw

Kay Dubois 
Memorial 
Scholarship
THE QUADRA LEGION 
Ladies Auxiliary is accepting 
applications for the Kay Dubois 
Memorial Scholarship from 
students entering their first year 
of post-secondary education.

A monetary award will 
be based on academic and 
citizenship criteria.

Mail application to Box 129, 
Heriot Bay, B.C. V0P 1H0 or 
email bill_barb@telus.net Close 
date is May 31, 2022.

Support 
the Ukraine 
Fundraiser
ON JUNE 5 between 11am and 
3pm there will be a car-boot 
sale, a bake sale, a hot dog sale, 
and silent auction at the Coastal 
Community Credit Union site. 
An information table will be 
set up at the Saturday markets 
leading up to June 5th. Sign up 
there to donate to the bake sale 
and silent auction. Register for 
the car boot sale there as well.

 The Coastal Credit Union, 
Quadra will take your donation: 
SUPPORT THE UKRAINE.

 Contact Nina Skilton at 
250.285.2745 or Jan Gladish 
at 250.204.7158 for more 
information.

Chainsaw 
Course
RIT SERVICES INC is presenting 
a chainsaw course on May 30–31, 
covering: chainsaw safety, hazard 
and bind assessment, filing, 
and learning how not to get 
a chainsaw stuck.
Location: Campbell River 
District Workyard
Contact info: richard.butler@
qstservices.ca or 604.240.5752
Cost: $300 per person for two 
day course.

If there is enough interest, I 
can offer a chainsaw course on 
Quadra in June.
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Find out 
when the DI is 
posted online

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Festival of Chamber 
Music in July
JULY IS THE MONTH of picnics, beaches 
and music, music, music! The Quadra Island 
Festival of Chamber Music will be held 
Monday to Friday, July 18 to 22.  Prepare to be 
uplifted!  See quadrafestival.ca for information 
and updates.

WHAT’S HAPPENING  
at the Quadra Community Centre
April 29 to May 13, 2022
THIS WEEKEND: April 29 & May 1

FRIDAY: 10:30 Friday Painters, 12pm Smart Recovery 
(to join contact Jude: smartrecovery@gmail.com)
SUNDAY: 7pm Sound Bath with Sarah (Room 3, 
upstairs)
THIS WEEK:  May 2 – 6

MONDAY:  10am Yoga with Josephine; 10am Parents 
& Tots; 1pm Quadra Circle Ping Pong; 7pm Parent and 
Child May Day Speech Info night (open to all grade six 
students)
TUESDAY: 5pm Yoga with Trinity; 7pm Adult Figure 
drawing lessons and 8pm Life Drawing with Sophie
WEDNESDAY: 10am Yoga with Trinity; 1:30pm Q Circle 
Mosaics; 4pm Yoga with Sabrina
FRIDAY: 10:30 Friday Painters; 12pm Smart Recovery 
(to join contact Jude: smartrecovery@gmail.com
NEXT WEEKEND: May 7

SATURDAY: 10am ICAN Well Workshop; 7pm Young 
Musicians Concert  
NEXT WEEK: May 9 – 13
MONDAY: 10am Parents and Tots; 10am Yoga 
with Josephine; 1pm  Q Circle Ping Pong; 1:30pm 
Caregivers 
TUESDAY: 9:30am Quadra Quilters; 5pm Yoga with 
Trinity; 7pm Folk Dancing, 7pm Adult Figure drawing 
lessons and 8pm Life Drawing with Sophie
WEDNESDAY: 10am Yoga with Trinity, 1:30pm Q Circle 
Mosaics; 4pm Yoga with Sabina
FRIDAY: 10am Friday Painters; 12pm Smart Recovery 
(to join contact Jude: smartrecovery@gmail.com) 
QCC is the place for all things community! Anything 
from community groups and clubs, yoga, ballet, 
painting, folk dancing, singing, workshops, birthday 
parties, playing to learning… and SO much more! 
Thank you for all of your support!  For any more info 
phone 250.285.3243.
You can also check out the on-line calendar at 
www.quadrarec.bc.ca

For free inspiration
call Blaine Smith
250.202.6299 
quadrablaine@gmail.com

O�ering Quadra's most diverse 
set of building skills... 
Let us manage all your 
home improvement dreams.

Quadra Island Disaster 
Preparedness Expo
THE STRATHCONA Regional District (SRD), 
Quadra Island Emergency Program and 
Quadra Island Fire Department are co-hosting 
the Quadra Island Disaster Preparedness 
Expo. The Expo is scheduled from 11am to 
3pm on Saturday May 14 at the Quadra Island 
Community Centre at 970 West Road. 

Residents from all communities in the SRD 
and Vancouver Island are invited to attend. 
The Disaster Preparedness Expo is free to the 
public and is a fun way to build community 
resilience and get your family better prepared 
for a disaster.
• Shop for disaster preparedness supplies from 
a wide variety of different vendors
• Connect with a variety of different 
organizations involved in disaster 
preparedness and response
• Learn how to be prepared for a disaster
• Great education and fun for the whole family
Representatives from the SRD Connected 
Coast Project team will also be on site to 
answer any questions community members 
may have about the project and will help 
register property owners for fibre drop home 
installations. Free fibre home installations are 
available while construction crews are on site 
and there is no commitment needed to sign up 
for services. To avoid construction delays, it is 
best to register your home as soon as possible. 

For more information, FAQs or to register 
online for your free fibre home installation, 
please visit www.citywest.ca/dropping-in.  
The Connected Coast project (joint venture 
between Strathcona

Learn more about the Quadra Island 
Disaster Expo by visiting www.srd.ca/disaster-
preparedness-expo.

Ferry Advisory 
Committee Meeting
THE NEXT MEETING of the Quadra Island, 
Cortes Island Ferry Advisory Committee 
is scheduled for May 16, 10:45 at the HBI 
in the Bayview Room. It is open to public 
observation but space is limited.

Tour de Plant
QUADRA ISLAND GARDEN CLUB PLANT 
SALE: Sunday, May 1 from 10 to 2 pm. No 
early bird sales. Locations will be ‘end of 
driveway style’:
Marie Sheran, 254 Jones Farm Road
Kathy Young, 1271B Heriot Bay Road 
*Marian McMeekin, 1544 Heriot Bay Road
*Coffee and treats available here! 
Robin Beaton, 1603 Hyacinthe Bay Road
Sales will be by donation.

Plant Sale
AN OUTDOOR PLANT SALE is being held 
by the Ladies Auxiliary at the Quadra Island 
Legion on Saturday, May 7, starting at 10am. 
Anyone who would like to donate plants can 
call Barb 285.3714 or Daphne 285.3998.
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Quadra Island
Garden Club presents: 
WATER WISE WATERING: IRRIGATION 
SOLUTIONS FOR CHALLENGING TIMES
A Presentation with Kai Gogolin and 
other local gardeners
Monday May 9 at 7pm via Zoom
Many factors play a role in determining how 
best to accommodate your garden’s water 
requirements. Drought-tolerant plants, 
perennial beds and edible gardens all require 
varying amounts of water and frequency. 
It can be challenging! Join us for a look 
at some of the methods you can use. Kai 
Gogolin, of GreenGarden Irrigation, will 
share his expertise. Terry Phillips and Robyn 
Mawhinney will also share their watering 
strategies.
ABOUT KAI:
Kai has been working with gardens 
throughout his life back to his time in 
Germany with his Grandmother in her food 
garden. He worked many years as an Arborist 
in Berlin and in 2005 earned his Landscape 
and Horticulture diploma in Germany.

Kai moved to Vancouver in 2007 and 
worked as a Landscape and Horticulturist 
before he found the Discovery Islands in 
2009. He came to Sonora Island and managed 
the extensive gardens and large tropical 
conservatory of Sonora Resort. Visiting 
Quadra Island during this time he realized this 
was the place where he wanted to live his life. 
He met his beautiful wife Trinity in 2012 at a 
Yoga retreat and they both settled on Quadra 
Island and married here.

Kai started a small gardening and landscape 
business to serve the people and gardens of 
this beautiful Island. Over the years Kai studied 
the special needs of gardens in the west coast 
natural environment, understanding more 
deeply the importance of choices of plant 
species considering different local habitats and 
growing requirements. The changing weather 
with hotter and drier summers increased the 
benefits of water saving irrigation systems. Kai 
now focuses on specialized and customized 
irrigation systems and understands the 
many particular situations on Quadra Island 
considering limits and dependence on wells 
and changing water levels.

To find the Zoom link for this meeting, 
please go to the Meetings and Events page 
of the Garden Club website and look for this 
event quadraislandgardenclub.com/club-
meetings-and-events/

Happy Gardening!

Willow at HBI for 
Mother’s Day
SPRING’S GREEN BLUSH is spreading across 
the island and we’re pretty sure smiles on the 
island are increasing similarly. We’re offering 
a couple more happiness-sparking reasons 
to smile: Willow is performing for Mother’s 
Day, and our lawns have been permanently 
licensed. Read on for the smile-making 
details…

Willow is a folk-roots all-women band 
loved by all who’ve heard their blended 
harmonies and multi-instrumental prowess. 
Sourcing from a wide-range of genres, their 
performances are highly engaging. From the 
sounds of Appalachia ringing through gospel 
and bluegrass tunes to the smokey haze of 
Blues and Jazz, there is never a dull moment 
as Willow moves from reggae- and samba- 
influenced numbers into haunting eastern 
European sounds.

This show begins with a two course dinner 
in Herons followed by Willow captivating 
our hearts from the stage. We’re thrilled to be 
having this event on Mother’s Day, Sunday 
May 8.

Tickets are $64: purchase them here or by 
calling 250.285.3322. There’s a limited number 
of tickets for under 12’s at $32.

Great news for those who enjoy 
quenching their thirst with a sunset! Our 
hardworking maintenance manager Bjorn 
has done an incredible job of installing a 
driftwood boundary and entrance arbours 
to our new, permanently licensed lawns. We 
are pretty stoked to serve you outdoors this 
summer. 

Currently we are offering take-out and 
self-serve bar service for those who want to 
enjoy the great outdoors & beautiful views 
of Heriot Bay; come summer we’re planning 
full food and beverage service in our outdoor 
licensed area. 

Our kitchen is currently serving great 
meals 1pm to 8pm seven days a week, and 
weekend breakfast from 10am till noon on 
Saturday and Sunday. Herons reservations are 
always a good idea, call 250.285.3322.

Tango, Anyone?
IF YOU HAVE never attended one of Quadra 
Island’s Festival of Chamber Music concerts...
if you think classical or ‘highbrow’ music is 
not for you... this is the year for you to give 
it a try! While most of the week will feature 
chamber music, the first night’s concert on 
July 18 is titled ‘Stop at Nothing: a Night 
of Tango!’ The impassioned and dramatic 
music of Astor Piazzolla will be accompanied 
onstage by professional tango dancers from 
Vancouver.  

Piazzolla was born in Argentina in 1921of 
Italian parents, an appropriate combination 
for someone who was inspired by the 
complexity and emotion of the tango. He 
moved to New York, where the influence of 
jazz resulted in his music being labeled ‘nuevo 
tango’ (new tango). 

Each July (in non-COVID years) QIFCM 
presents a week of music from some of the 
world’s most famous composers, performed 
by professional musicians who appear 
internationally, as well as here in British 
Columbia. The 2022 program will feature 
tango, chamber music, some celtic, and a 
couple of original pieces. The pleasure and 
enjoyment of live music is enhanced by the 
variety of a different venue each evening.

Whether you have been a fan of the 
chamber music concerts for years or you’re 
not even sure what chamber music is, don’t 
miss this rare opportunity to see and hear 
tango performed at the Quadra Community 
Centre. The combination of superb 
musicians and professional dancers will be an 
exhilarating delight. Come and sway. Olé!

Tickets will go on sale June 1 through 
our website, quadrafestival.ca. Any COVID 
restrictions in place at that time will be 
enforced.

The Farmers’ Market
is Back!
THE MARKET STARTS Saturday May 7! We 
are full right off the start and will have live 
music and lots of beautiful stuff and great 
energy for you so come enjoy spring time at 
the Quadra Island Farmers’ Market and Bazaar 
one again! Every Saturday from 10am to 2pm 
starting May 7. Rain or shine we will be there!
www.facebook.com/quadramarket/
www.instagram.com/quadraislandmarket/
Lisa Bernstein
Quadra Market Advertising

DI Submissions: Email  us at
news@discoveryislands.ca

Drop off your item at Inspirations in 
Quathiaski Cove

Bring it to our office
at 701 Cape Mudge Road
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Quadra Island Outdoor 
Club Upcoming Events
WE HAD A SMALL BUT LIVELY meeting on 
Sunday, April 24th. This summer marks the 
beginning of the tenth year for the Outdoor 
Club. A number of new initiatives were 
discussed and the Club plans to host multiple 
hikes for BC Trail Day on June 4, to be more 
active in trail maintenance on the Chinese 
Mountains, and to have some shorter, more 
social hikes in addition to the weekly outings.  
The summer schedule is under construction, 
with limited trip details available, but here are 
the upcoming, confirmed outings:
4 MAY, WEDNESDAY Hike the Shellaligan 
Pass Trail 
11 MAY, WEDNESDAY Kayak in Gowlland 
Harbour 
18 MAY, WEDNESDAY Hike to Blindman's 
Bluff
25 MAY, WEDNESDAY Hike to Mt. Seymour
1 JUNE, WEDNESDAY Kayak to the Bretons 
and beyond 
4 JUNE, SATURDAY Multiple hikes 
celebrating BC Trail Day
8 JUNE, WEDNESDAY Hike to Mine Lake 
Bluff
The new schedule is available on the webpage 
by visiting https://qioutdoorclub.org/
schedule-summer-2022/

All of the Outdoor Club trips have 
trip reports and photos recording the 
interesting and beautiful destinations we visit.  
The photos reveal the amazing environment 
in which we live. You can check out these 
reports at  https://qioutdoorclub.org/trips/
trip-photos/

For more information about the 
Quadra Island Outdoor Club, you can email  
qioutdoorclub@gmail.com

Visit ICAN at the 
Farmers’ Market
ICAN WILL HAVE a regular booth at the 
Farmer’s Market this year to meet with fellow 
islanders in order to share what the Island 
Climate Action Network is, what members 
have been doing, and strategies to live more 
lightly on the planet. 
MAY 7: Mary McIntosh, Susan Stratton and 
Heather Wright will be present to give an 
overview of the projects ICAN action teams 
are working on for the benefit of us all. ICAN 
consists of a steering committee and action 
teams focused on specific issues: DIY, energy 
self-sufficiency, food security, living lightly, 
transportation, virtual free store and water 
security. 

ICAN projects have included the solar 
panels on the school, glass recycling drop-
off days, water tank sales, workshops on 
kombucha making, sourdough bread and 
microgreens, a pop-up free store for winter 
outerwear, garden tool repair cafes, the 
Quadra ICAN Virtual Free Store group 
on Facebook, a garden share program and 
the legwork to get a BC Recycle Centre on 
Quadra sometime this year.
MAY 14: Michael Redican from the 
Transportation Action Team will introduce 
the idea of a ride sharing app specifically for 
Quadra, Cortes and Read islands. The action 
team wants to know if there is sufficient 

interest in such an app for them to take on the 
task of creating it.
MAY 21: Rory Annett and Bernie Amell 
from the Water Security Action Team will 
share information about: water licensing 
requirements, aquifer mapping, well and 
emergency water supplies.

Every market Saturday there will be new 
presentations. Look for the ICAN banner and 
stop by the booth. 

For more information on ICAN, visit the 
website www.quadraican.ca. New members 
are always welcome to join an action team.

Bike Park Youth Design 
Session 

DO YOU HAVE IDEAS for the bike park? 
What features and skill progressions do you 
want to see? In preparation for building the 
new bike skills park and flow trails at the 
Community Centre, the Quadra Recreation 
Society would like to invite young people up 
to 18 years of age to have some input into the 
proposed design. There will be two sessions 
meeting at the current jump park on May 11:  
Elementary youth: 1 to 2pm 
Middle/High School youth: 2 to 4pm
Sheldon Etheridge, SD72

Birding Big Day
COMING UP on Saturday May 14!
Quadra Islands’ Birding Big Day is part of the 
Global Big Day on
May 14, 2022 – A full 
day of spotting birds on 
Quadra Island! 

The idea is to see and 
record as many species as 
possible within the 24 hour 
period. This event is a part 
of a Global Big Day, when 
people will look for birds 
all around the world. 

Mark your calendar and watch next week’s 
DI for more details! Details will also be 
available on the Quadra Birds FB Group.

(There will be prizes.…)
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Quadra Island Salmon 
Enhancement
QISES 2021 in Hyacinthe Creek & Beyond: 
a synopsis of the Quadra Island Salmon 
Enhancement Society’s work in 2021. 
Volunteers spent a good deal of time 
working on Hyacinthe Creek. Lawrie Bowles 
headed up a stream restoration project 
below Hyacinthe Bay Road, installing a half 
dozen new in-stream structures which will 
contribute complexity, meanders and pools to 
the stream bed.  This work is ongoing in 2022.  
Board members spent many hours in roadside 
meetings with DFO, Walcan representatives, 
provincial specialists and Mosaic Forest 
Management staff, in an attempt to resolve 
the issue of the deteriorating triple culverts at 
Little Morte Creek under Walcan Road – all to 
no effect to date. 

Doug Richardson and Mark Zimmerman 
started constructing three platforms along the 
stream below Hyacinthe Bay Road for public 
viewing spawning salmon. This project was 
delayed due to permitting, but will be finished 
this spring, along with an upgraded trail by 
the John Barclay and trails volunteers. 

A handful of volunteers removed small 
woody debris and blockages in the streambed 
above Hyacinthe Bay Road, along with several 
bags of garbage and miscellaneous debris 
along the bank.

As usual, the drought-proofing program on 
Hyacinthe Creek was active, and again proved 
useful in helping to maintain at least minimal 
flow during the summer for both coho fry 
and cutthroat trout. Due to the active beaver 
dams at Reed Lake and the large wetland, 
we were able to access that water during the 
extreme heat and drought conditions of last 
summer. Volunteers kept the two dams open 
until the coho smolts had migrated out of the 
system by late spring, left the dams intact for 
the dry months, and then opened them up for 
returning coho. Unfortunately, approximately 
100 feet of water line was stolen, along with a 
brass valve, at the wetland site.  

Maintenance was ongoing at the camera 
and counting fence at the outlet of Village 
Bay Lakes, and Lawrie continued monitoring 
temperature and oxygen levels at the lakes.  
During the fish window, fry trapping was 
carried out in Hyacinthe Creek, Drew 
Creek, Open Bay Creek and Granite 
Creek. Volunteers were out in October and 
November to count chum and coho returns on 
these same creeks and Village Bay Creek, as 

well as returns at the counting fence at Village 
Bay Lakes.

At the EcoCentre, volunteers removed the 
old gutters and repaired some rot after which 
new gutters were installed, and the last of the 
debris from the shed demolition was disposed 
of. The society entered into an agreement 
with teacher Sheldon Etheridge from Quadra 
Elementary School, for the schoolchildren to 
use the EcoCenter for indoor/outdoor nature 
activities. Lauren Miller began working on a 
new website with Sarah James.

Good rapport was maintained with other 
relevant agencies regarding issues of mutual 
interest.We continued to review and comment 
on any Mosaic blocks that may have stream 
issues.  We were particularly interested in 
Block 12-49 at Granite Bay, and met with 
Mosaic field crew on site to ensure good 
forestry practices. We entered into discussions 
with Mosaic Forest Management about 
watershed concerns in Hyacinthe Creek.  
These talks are still ongoing. 

DFO continued to support the society with 
an annual grant, as well as giving us on-the-
ground support. Shannon Anderson from 
DFO advised the Society on investigative 
work that could be done on Drew Creek to 
determine the reason for low returning chum 
numbers. DFO Community Advisor Stacey 
Larsen’s help has been invaluable.  

Thank you to Board members Frank 
Gleeson and Eileen Sowerby who, after many 
years of working for the society, resigned 
from the Board in 2021. I’d like to thank our 
volunteers, and particularly the board of 
directors, who gave many hours of their time 
attending meetings and stepping up when 
work needed to be done. Total volunteer time 
given to the society was well over 1000 hours.  

We are always looking for new volunteers 
and those interested in becoming board 
members. 

A thank you is also in order to Perry 
Johnston for acting as QISES’ Accountant. We 
are grateful to both Island Tru-Value stores for 
their generous Spirit Board Points system, to 
all shoppers who donate their points to the 
Society, and to individual donors. We also 
recognize the generous support of Pacific 
Salmon Foundation and Campbell River 
Salmon Foundation. Donations may also be 
mailed to Box 413, Quathiaski Cove, BC V0P 
1N0.
Janis McLean, for QISES

Quadra Circle News
FOR NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK, Quadra 
Circle celebrates all the volunteers who make
a positive difference in the lives of Quadra 
seniors!

All our services and activities for seniors 
are running at full steam now that over 90% 
of seniors are multi-vaxxed. Thanks to the 
dedicated volunteers who kept our services 
going during Covid (over 70 of you), 300 
Quadra seniors have stayed active, socially 
connected and well-nourished in the past two 
years. Many tell us they couldn’t have coped 
with Covid without us! Our Better at Home 
program now serves 75 clients with the help of 
volunteers and paid local workers. Check out 
our new website  to see what we do and get 
our weekly activity schedule of games, exercise 
classes, talks, crafts and healthy lunches for 
older Islanders: www.quadracircle.ca 

 If you are looking for ways to ‘give back’ in a 
fun, rewarding way, we need more volunteers 
for some specific tasks.

Seniors Activity Centre at Quadra Legion:
• Refreshments, lunch prep and clean-up 
Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays from 10am 
to 1pm at the Seniors Activity Centre at 
Quadra Legion. Can you commit to one or 
more times a month to set up the coffee/tea 
service, or to slice veggies and fruit, or do 
clean-up? 
• Bring a snack, dessert, or soup one or more 
times a month.
• Lead a course or activity of interest to 
seniors.

For more information or to offer help, 
please call or email Heather Kent, our Activity 
Coordinator: hkquadracircle@gmail.com; 
250.285.3738.   

 Quadra Circle’s Resource Centre and 
Services:
• Office Assistant one day/week or as relief, 
from 11am to 3pm on a Wed/Thu/Fri. Answer 
the phone and check emails, take messages 
and program registrations, assist people who 
drop in for resource info; filing; manage 
resource materials supply; attend monthly 
Board meeting (optional). Training provided. 
• Deliver frozen home meals to homebound 
seniors weekly or once or twice/month on 
Fridays. Mileage reimbursement offered.

For more information or to offer to help in 
these or other ways, please contact: Quadra 
Circle Office: 250.285.2255  (Margie or Carol); 
qcircleoffice@gmail.com
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QuadraIsland.ca

Find your way 
around online...

REGIONAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT

LAYOUT-1.indd   1 16-04-18   11:12 AM

Tsa Kwa Luten
timeless tradition - today’s comfort

capemudgeresort.com

Call to book your reservation 250 830-2299

Opening for the season May 6*

Open starting May 6th 
for our upcoming season

We welcome our Executive Chef Clark, 
Prime Rib night returns again on 

Wednesday evenings.  
We look forward to seeing everyone. 

Please book dinner reservations 
in advance

* Closed for private events 
May 9, 10, 11, 12, 14 & 28. 

April 25, 2022. Another unpredictable 
spring day: sun, showers, clouds, blue 
sky, wind, etc! What a week it has been. 
Too many meetings and with Zoom it is 
easier and easier for more meetings to get 
scheduled. I have one in a short time to 
deal with our Doctor crisis on Quadra with 
Vancouver Island Health Authority. With 
our population and the increasing age of 
that population, we cannot afford to lose 
a single medical practitioner. Maybe we’ll 
get some good news today.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
As you know, we had a Public Hearing for 
the Gowlland Views Proposal on Wednesday 
the 20th. I cannot talk about it nor receive 
any information concerning it. It was our first 
in-person Hearing since the beginning of the 
pandemic, held at the QI Community Centre. 
Well attended. The virtual component is still 
being improved. Hopefully it will be worked 
out by our next large hearing.

We have a Hearing on Wednesday the 27th 
at 7 pm. Though the advertising says it will be 
held at the hall, it is actually virtual and call in. 
The reason for describing it as being at the hall 
is due to the Ministry requirement for there 
being a physical place for the hearing. Weird, 
I know, but those are the rules. That hearing 
is for Tunkstra and I believe it didn’t make the 
last DI deadline so the fallback situation for 
the SRD was to put it in the Mirror. It must be 
in a print newspaper. 

I will have all of the information on the 
Quadra Links proposal regarding the Public 
Hearing date after our Board meeting takes 
place on Wednesday. I will put it in my next 
Report in the DI.

IN CONCLUSION
I know this is ‘short but sweet’ this time but 
if you look at my last Report you will see a 
number of items that were being discussed 
and will now come to the Board for a decision. 
But at this point I can’t presuppose what the 
Board will do: agree, disagree, amend, or 
whatever. So there is no sense in just repeating 
what I said in that report. The next one will 
be more detailed. Hope you can get outside 
between showers and enjoy the spring!

For the time being, while I am recovering 
from my injury, please email me rather than 
the other choices. After that, feel free to 
contact me between the hours of 9am and 
4pm, Monday through Friday (please, not on 
weekends or holidays, folks!) at 285.3333, or 
you can fax me at 285.3533 or you can email 
me anytime at  jimabram@xplornet.ca  or by 
mail at Box 278 in the Cove, V0P 1N0. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Abram, Director, Discovery Islands-
Mainland inlets, Area C, 
Strathcona Regional District

SRD Switching to 
Alertable
ON MAY 2, 2022 the Strathcona Regional 
District will be switching to Alertable as its 
emergency mass notification service. If you 
had an account with the previous system, your 
information will be transferred automatically 
into Alertable. If you did not previously have 
an account, then please set one up at www.
srd.ca/alerts-notifications after May 2.

“Information is a vital form of aid in itself. 
Disaster-affected people need information as 
much as water, food, medicine, or shelter. This 
is why the RD is switching to Alertable as our 
public emergency mass notification service,” 
says SRD Chair Brad Unger. “Our previous 
system would call landlines, and call and text 
cellphones. That won’t change. Alertable 
provides additional ways to notify people 
when protective actions need to be taken.”

There is one action required by residents. 
The phone number that will call you is 
changing. On May 2nd everyone who had an 
account with Connect Rocket will receive a 
welcome message from Alertable. PLEASE 
SAVE THAT number in your phone under 
SRD Emergency Notification. 

For more information please visit www.srd.
ca/alerts-notifications.
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WAY TO GO

Embalming
Embalming is the art and 
science of preserving a 
human body after death to 
delay decomposition.

This practice goes back 
thousands of years. The 
Egyptians had elaborate rituals 
for their pharaohs that included 
embalming, believing the soul 
would return to the body, but 
only if it could recognize the 
body it belonged to.

In the 17th and 18th centuries 
in Europe, embalming became 
an essential part of scientific 
progress. Demand began to 
grow in the 1800s, partly because 
the increasing accessibility and 
popularity of long-distance travel 
meant people were more likely to 
die far from home.

The practice of embalming, 
not just for research but for 
burial, first crossed the Atlantic 
during the American Civil War. 
Embalmers would follow battles 
and set up their tents, preserving 
the bodies of fallen soldiers so 
they could be transported by 
train back to their families in the 
north.

In 1865 Abraham Lincoln’s 
embalmed body was viewed 
publicly for two weeks as it 

traveled from Washington, DC to 
Springfield, Illinois. The public 
began to see this as an acceptable 
way to care for, and even honour, 
their dead.

In the process of embalming, 
blood is drained from the body 
and replaced with formaldehyde-
based chemicals. Next, an 
incision is made in the lower 
part of the abdomen and a sharp 
surgical instrument is inserted, 
puncturing the organs in the 
chest and abdomen to drain 
liquid and liberate accumulated 
gas. More chemicals are then 
injected into the organs, and the 
incision is sutured.

According to "Grave Matters” 
by historian Mark Harris, the 
rise in popularity of embalming 
in America led to our modern 
funeral industry. Families were 
always capable of washing, 
dressing, and burying their 
dead. But when the demand 
for embalming rose, a trained 
undertaker was needed for this 
rather complex procedure.

There is no legal requirement 
to embalm a body. However, 
funeral homes are private 
businesses, and as such, they get 
to decide their individual policies 
and requirements. Some funeral 
directors act as if embalming is 

assumed, or necessary if the body 
is to be viewed. They might imply 
it’s required for public health 
and safety. According to the U.S. 
Center for Disease Control and 
Canadian health authorities, 
embalming provides no public 
health benefit. It is the embalmer 
who must take precautions when 
handling the toxic chemicals, 
which then pollute the land in 
which the bodies are buried.

Embalming can be helpful 
when a body has been badly 
injured and restorative work is 
needed before a viewing can take 
place. It is a legal requirement 
when a body is transported 
across international borders, or 
by airplane.

Refrigeration is usually all that 
is necessary to ensure your loved 
one’s body is being preserved 
until cremation or burial. At 
home, this can be accomplished 
by an open window or packing 
ice around the body.

Many question the practice of 
embalming, including the body 
being set in a ‘lifelike’ condition 
for display. According to The 
Funeral Consumers Alliance, 
today only two countries 
commonly embalm their dead: 
Canada and the United States.

Way to Go is the name of 
the group that meets monthly 

(except during summer) on 
Quadra. It is our belief that 
talking about death, learning 
more about it, and navigating it 
with more knowledge, intent, 
and courage, is life-affirming. 
Any questions or comments can 
be sent to WayToGo@gmail.com.

Margaret Verschuur

Two Homes on 5 acres, Quathiaski Cove

250.203.8652

Renée
Stone

$935,000
MLS 899501

ReneeStone@QuadraIsland.ca

Quiet, private location close to ameneties in the 
cove. 2 bdrms & 1 bath each. Main house 
characterful, cozy & bright, vaulted cielings, large 
deck, wood stove. Large attached workshop, 
over-height, detached double carport. Beautifully 
landscaped fully fenced gardens around the homes.

SOLD!

Candidate 
Nomination
I WOULD LIKE TO nominate 
Callum Jackman to run for 
regional director for Area C in 
the upcoming election. I believe 
he would be a good fit for this 
position given the opportunity. 
Joshua Jakabosky

NEXT DI DEADLINE
7pm Monday, May 9  

for publication in DI-780
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Building for and employing 
islanders since 1980

• BC licensed 
residential builder

• Custom homes
and renovations

• Resort and
commercial buildings

• Energy efficient
homes

• Cost effective design

J. Toelle Construction Ltd

250.285.3783 • info@jtoelle.com • www.jtoelle.com

ISLAND FORUM

Top Soil, Fish Compost & Mulch
Creative Landscape Structures

Decks and Fences
Bobcat Service

250 202 4429

Local, Bulk 
Landscape Products 

islandscapecontracting@gmail.com

BC Ferries Route 23
TO: MARK COLLINS, CEO, BCFC
Hi Mark,  

Well, I have finally reached the point where 
I am calm enough to tell how I feel about 
what your company has done to us.

I spent approximately nine years as the 
chair of the Ferry Advisory Committee. I am 
mostly very proud of what we accomplished 
during that time. I am not feeling so proud 
right now. Once again, you and your 
company have betrayed us. The Coastal Ferry 
Act says that your company is required to 
provide us with adequate service. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. We have 
one of the highest levels of overloads of any 
community in the small ferry fleet. This has 
been going on for a long time.  

I understand that you are having problems 
with staffing levels. I get that. But you have 
had plenty of time to deal with this. What I 
don’t understand is why it is that we are the 
ones who have to suffer through yet another 
summer season with less than adequate 
service. You and your staff found enough staff 
to run the two new ferries on Gabriola after 
you announced that our ferries would not 
be put in service. They were behind us in the 
queue. I consider that to be a slap in the face 
to Quadra residents.

I know that Jim Abram has been conferring 
with you, looking for ways to mitigate this 
crisis. I urge you to follow his lead and do 

your best to initiate the remedies he has 
suggested.  This summer will probably be the 
worst one yet for overloads. The Cape Mudge 
band has increased the number of RV sites 
at both of their sites and show no signs of 
slowing down. Meanwhile we are left staring 
at the new vessel tied up at the second Q 
Cove site, waiting in yet another overload 
lineup.

The Government has started the process 
of moving the Ferry Corporation back 
under the umbrella of the Transportation 
ministry. Although I have not been a big 
fan of this move because I think it invites 
political interference, I have changed 
my mind. Maybe this is exactly what we 
need, and I invite Michele Babchuck to get 
seriously involved. Her silence on this issue 
has been deafening.

Your company, by its actions, has and 
will continue to change the demographic 
and economy of our beloved island. Young 
families, especially those that have a member 
working in Campbell River, will not be able 
to live with the lack of adequate and reliable 
ferry service. That was not what we signed 
up for when we made the decision to live 
here.

So, Mark, enough of the platitudes and 
empty promises.  I urge you to fix this critical 
problem, sooner rather than later. We can’t 
wait any longer.
Respectfully,  
Paul Ryan

Dear Mr Schellinck:
I READ YOUR LETTER linked to the April 28, 
2022 SRD agenda where you lodge a ‘formal 
complaint’ about proceedings at the April 20 
Public Hearing for your proposed subdivision.

I’ll just address your attack on me, as brevity, 
despite your inaccurate claim, is my preference. 

Firstly, recollecting the lopsided deal that 
led to your ownership of Lot 208 is highly 
relevant. There was no public input when 
that deal was struck, but due public process 
can and should prevent you from altering the 
intent of the exchange, which was to swap 
silviculture land for silviculture land.

Secondly, pointing out that one person 
should have no right to affect an entire 
community as you propose to do is entirely on 
topic when seeking collective solutions and 
community self-determination have already 
been raised.

Thirdly, the SRD Planning Department have 
invited scrutiny on this project, and others, 
due to their own actions. I reminded them 
they are public servants not employees of 
developers such as yourself. That’s a plain fact.

Despite your misleading remark, I was well 
within the allotted speaking time. Director Abram 
barely had time to react before I was done. 

I suspect the reason you’ve found it 
necessary to complain is because I hit the 
nail on the head. If the thanks and feedback 
I have received since, from many people 
in the community, is anything to go by, my 
submission was widely appreciated and 
agreed with, unlike your subdivision.
Philip Stone
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Land Act:
Notice of Intention to Apply for 

Disposition of Crown Land
Cape Mudge Forestry Ltd., owner of 
Woodlot Licence (WL) W1969, intends 
to submit application to the Ministry of 
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations 
and Rural Development (FLNROD), 
Campbell River District, for a Licence of 
Occupation for industrial log handling, 
dumping, booming and storage. The site 
is situated on Provincial Crown Land/water, 
located in Kanish Bay, Quadra Island.
Comments regarding the deposition of 
Crown land can be sent to Mark Siemens of 
Capacity Forest Management Ltd. on Behalf 
of Cape Mudge Forestry at 1761 Redwood 
Street, Campbell River, BC, V9W 3K7, or 
by email at reception@capfor.ca. If you 
would like to include the FLNROD please 
include the optional CC of  
Forests.CampbellRiverDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca. 
During correspondence, please include the 
Lands File Number 1405637. 
Comment period for this notice will be 30 
days, beginning April 15th, 2022 and ending 
May 15th, 2022. Please be advised that any 
comments to this advertisement will be 
considered part of the public record.
For further information contact 
Information Access Operations at the 
Ministry of Technology, Innovation and 
Citizens’ Services in Victoria at:  
www.gov.bc.ca/citz/iao/

The Gowlland Harbour 
Views Hearing
HAVING ATTENDED the April 20 public 
hearing on Rick Schellinck’s Gowlland 
Harbour Views proposal, I wish to offer these 
reflections.

First off, I was impressed by the thoughtful 
comments and the respectful tone at the 
hearing – elements that are not always 
guaranteed in discourse nowadays. 

Secondly, there was a wide range of concerns 
voiced by participants. Some talked about 
how the proposal is at variance with Quadra’s 
Official Community Plan, while others see 
the proposal as out of step with taking climate 
action and maintaining biodiversity. Other 
participants focussed on such practical 
considerations as the impact on drinking water 
and an increasing number of ferry overloads.  

While I view these concerns as valid, the 
single biggest factor for me in opposing the 
proposal is the marked increase in vehicle 
traffic that would result on the narrow, hilly, 
and twisty roadways, in particular Anderson 
Rd and April Point Rd. Having lived adjacent 
to these two roads for the past eight years, I 
have noticed a steady increase in the number of 
walkers and cyclists on them. I fear that adding 
a significant number of motor vehicles to these 
routes is a recipe for injury or worse, especially 
as many drivers disregard the posted speed 
limits, including within the school zone.

A final comment: My partner and I moved 
to Quadra after living in three urban locations 
(Vancouver, Victoria, Saskatoon). From 
our experience, I believe that Quadra 
could likely benefit from some amount of 
further development, but only if it happens 
methodically and in alignment with the Official 
Community Plan to guide this development 
and population growth. If it seems to some that 
the OCP has become outdated, perhaps we 
need to review and update it soon, and then 
continue doing so every five or six years or so 
to ensure its ongoing relevance and usefulness.
Respectfully submitted,
Kent Macaulay

An Open Letter to 
Cortes Residents
DEAR CORTESIANS, 
If you haven’t heard about the proposed 
Gowlland Harbour Views development 
on Quadra Island, consider yourself lucky. 
This boondoggle has been going on since 
2011. In contravention of Quadra’s Official 
Community Plan, the applicant is proposing 
a development of 51 houses, a campground, 
a marina and a café on land that is zoned 
silviculture and that is in the Agricultural 
Land Reserve. Without a clear mandate to 
engage with this application, the Strathcona 
Regional District has coddled this applicant to 
the point of brokering an even less sustainable 
application by exchanging installation of a 
sewer system for a reduction in lot size from 
5 acres to 2.5 acres and throwing in a density 
bonus which could further reduce the lot size. 

So what does this have to do with Cortes? 
Well, this idea can easily travel across the 
water to you. And rumour has it that your 
Area Director is in favour of the proposal. 
It would be good to find out if that is true. 
On April 20, 2022, at the Public Hearing, 
it was demonstrated that Quadra residents 
are overwhelmingly opposed to Gowlland 
Harbour Views. But this does not mean that 
the application will be denied. There is the 
always the possibility that the SRD will decide 
that it knows better than Quadra what is good 
for Quadra. 

All hypothetical? Perhaps you’d rather 
wait and fight your own battle when the time 
comes? Well, long before such a development 
happens on Cortes, you would feel the effects 
of such an alteration of the landscape on 
Quadra. Let’s set aside the nature carnage, 
and the negative effects that would be 
Quadra’s – the reduction in air quality and the 
increased need for water, medical services 
and firefighting capability, etc. Let’s think in 
simple terms of the coming and going from 
our islands. Imagine the number of vehicles 
that this development would produce. Picture 
adding those vehicles to the lineup on your 
trips ‘to town.’ There won’t even be room for 
your bicycle on that next ferry. 

The power you have is now. Whether or not 
the Gowlland Harbour Views development 
goes ahead will be decided by a vote of the 
Directors of the SRD. Your Director’s vote will 
carry as much weight as Quadra’s Director’s 
vote. Please contact your Director and make 
your view known, so that your Director 
can properly represent you and not, in the 

Have an opinion to share? 
Submit your letter to the DI by email:  

news@discoveryislands.ca
PREFERRED  

Please be concise.
Opinions expressed herein

are those of the authors and do not reflect
the views of the publisher.

absence of any other information, indulge in 
personal opinion on this issue. Cortesians and 
Quadrites sometimes jostle each other. Now 
is the time for us to behave like kissing cousins 
and shut down a conversation that has been 
allowed to go on far too long. 
Sincerely,
Leona Skovgaard, Quadrite
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THE QUADR A PROJECT

Spring is
Coming!
Time to get your boat ready!

Matt Knoedler 250.285.2754

Dying Trees
WE DON’T KNOW what death is, perhaps 
because we really don’t know what life is. 
The living have life, of course, as do trees. But 
the words “life” and “death” don’t explain 
anything. Some profound change happens 
when living things die, a mystery to which we 
give a great deal of thought when it pertains to 
ourselves, but we don’t give much thought to 
how trees die. 

To state the obvious, humans and trees are 
different. We have vital organs upon which 
our lives depend – if any of them fail because 
of age or disease, we die. We don’t recover 
from losing our heads. Trees seem to lack such 
crucial body parts because they can lose their 
tops and will continue to grow. They don’t 
seem to have vital organs, can compensate 
for lost branches, and guard against future 
disasters by changing their grain and 
increasing their girth. 

Somewhat like us, they can heal wounds. 
They use resins and pitch until the healing 
occurs, although some trees such as firs are 
better at this than alders. Hemlocks and cedars 
are not good healers. 

Bones and heartwood are different. Our 
bones, the hard material that gives shape to 
our bodies, are hollow and alive, the insides 
making platelets and adding calcium to 
the bone mass. The inside of trees that give 
them form are dead, the residue of the outer 
cambium layer, which is the living material 
of the tree’s trunk – it’s apparently possible, 
with a stethoscope, to actually hear the fluids 
moving up the tubules under the bark. When 
the cambium dies, the tree dies. But this 
doesn’t explain death. 

Some species of conifers apparently 
anticipate their death by producing a heavy 
crop of cones in their last years, seemingly in 
an effort to perpetuate their kind with the last 
of their energy. If this is so, we might ask how 
the trees know to do this, and what does it 

suggest about their awareness. 
The mystery of tree death is complicated by 

the fact that we can cut a living branch from 
a fruit tree in the winter, graft it to a living 
branch or root stock in the spring, and the 
cutting will grow into a fruiting branch or 
tree. Something is alive in the branch that was 
activated by the spring sap in the recipient 
tree. How does sustainable intelligence for 
a whole tree exist in one branch of it? And 
branches broken from maples and alders in 
the winter will sprout in the spring, until the 
dying slowly occurs from lack of water and 
nourishment.

The mystery of the life in trees deepens 
when we consider that stumps of some species 
can continue to grow bark from the nutrients 
they get from neighbouring trees. On Quadra 
Island, some of these living fir stumps can 
be found at Rebecca Spit and, occasionally, 
elsewhere. The stump has no trunk, no 
branches or needles, yet the bark continues to 
grow over the top of the wound to form a fully 
enclosed living “tree”. What, then, is death 
for a tree? Where is its life energy? When and 
how does it die?

When are the stumps, which are the 
remnants of logging, truly dead? A careful 
examination of some stumps will sometimes 
reveal an effort of the cambium to grow 
bark over the chainsaw’s cut, but without 
sustenance from neighbouring trees, this 
effort slowly fails. Are the logs, which are 
dragged out of the denuded forests and placed 
on trucks, actually dead? We know that logs 
don’t come back to life, but we don’t know 
when and how they actually die. 

The evidence suggests that life in trees 
is more diffuse than it is in us. Over the 
500 million years of their existence as a 
species—aside from making crucial sugars 
with photosynthesis and trading this essential 
substance with fungi for minerals—they are 
alive without an apparent central nervous 
system. They know how to grow and in which 

direction. They know how and where to 
spread their branches. Their root systems are 
complex, intricate and sophisticated. Cutting 
research by foresters such as Dr. Suzanne 
Simard have discovered that trees have a social 
consciousness—forests are literally societies 
of species. Trees share nutrients, giving favour 
to their own kin. Old trees are information 
centres in the distribution of information 
throughout their surrounding area. What 
happens to this system when these old trees 
are cut down? What happens when they are 
left standing but all their younger “friends” are 
felled?

Yes, we have to be careful about 
anthropomorphizing. But the current thrust 
of the most significant research in biology is 
revealing a sophistication and intelligence 
in non-human species. As our estimation of 
them rises, our estimation of ourselves falls. 
Why were we so unaware? Why did we think 
our fretful journey between birth and death 
was so unique? Life’s magic was happening 
all around us, but we were too self-centred to 
notice. 

This, perhaps, is how trees became objects, 
resources, annual allowable cuts, board feet 
or cubic metres. The massacre has been and 
is staggeringly vast and pervasive, a kind of 
world war in which only a few villages are 
left standing to show what used to be. This 
gesture, hollow and ironic, is a denigration 
of ourselves, and how we think and feel—if, 
indeed, we are capable of feeling very much 
at all.

Is the appropriate word “genocide”? Maybe. 
The irony, however, is that the death of so 
many trees is a precursor to the death of 
ourselves. In the great interconnectedness of 
things, we need them to live. Our ignorance 
and insensitivity will return to haunt us. Our 
individual and collective mortality is hastened 
by the death of trees, even if we don’t know 
exactly how they die.
Ray Grigg, for Sierra Quadra
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REAL ESTATE REPORT

Curious about the value of your home?
Call for a free valuation today.

Client Focused. Results Driven

250-285-2141
Roman@RomansListings.com

http://quadrarealty.ca 

Roman Krzaczek
Realtor®

The Market is 
Changing 
A VERY DRASTIC TITLE, just to grab your 
attention. I noticed lately that a lot of media 
outlets love to grab people’s attention by 
using a good title. Often, it’s not accurate and 
misleading but the sound bite is already out 
there and that’s what influences the masses. 
Not many people bother to read the whole 
article but base their opinions on these 
cleverly manipulated opinions. I suspect, 
that’s how critical thinking was abolished. 

I would like to share some facts about 
the market and will try to avoid sharing my 
opinions, but before I do that, I wanted to 
give a round of applause to all the people 
that showed up to the Public Meeting at the 
community center last week. In case you 
missed the meeting, a lot of people showed up 
and we had a lot of great speakers. One thing 
I took away from this meeting was that people 
still care about this community. I have gotten 
used to seeing people’s eyes glazing over when 
you mention anything about politics. To my 
pleasant surprise I saw a nice mix of young 
people and experienced folks; and it warms 
my heart that a lot of people don’t only think 
about money. Job creation is nice, but change 
must be carefully planned with feedback from 

the citizens. It should never come down from 
the top. I’m curious to see what will happen 
with this proposal of rezoning but I really 
hope the democratic system still works here. 
Sorry I deviate from my main topic, but it’s 
important to note that communities consist of 
people, not empty summer houses.

It’s hard not to notice the news talking about 
the high level of inflation these days. In order 
to curb the inflation banks will be unveiling 
more interest rate hikes and effectively 
shrinking their monetary policy. A valid 
question is, how will it impact real estate in 
Canada?

What we are seeing today is a highly 
distorted curve of demand vs supply in the 
market. I think the higher interest rates will 
force prices down, but because the demand is 
still very high, I don’t think prices will decline 
significantly and probably only in some areas. 

In addition to interest rate increases the 
government has proposed a freeze on foreign 
buyers. The government thinks that banning 
foreign ownership for 2 years will make an 
impact on affordability. I highly doubt that 
since foreign buyers consist of only about 
3% across the country. No details have been 
revealed yet but as soon as I will know, I wish 
share. 

Another controversial measure proposed 
by the government to cool down the market 
is the introduction of a “cooling off period”. 
Similar tool exists in a pre-build market where 
a buyer who buys a condo that hasn’t been 
built yet can rescind their offer within few 
days after signing the contract. Unfortunately, 
this proposed measure would be favoring the 
buyers and possibly punishing the sellers. No 
details have been revealed by the government 
yet, but I will keep you posted. 

One more proposal made by the 
government is to create a multiple offer 
registry, where all offers that the seller 

received would be registered. I think this is a 
great idea to gain more transparency and trust 
in the system. Similar system already exists in 
Toronto and seems to work well. Currently 
there’s no details about this yet but I hope it 
will be rolled out soon. 

Couple interesting statistics that also have 
an impact on real estate prices: 

• More than 100,000 people moved to BC in 
2021 (most since 1961)

• In BC between the years 2010 and 2015 
we had an average of 40,000 to 50,000 active 
listings consistently every year. Since 2016 
something happened and the number of 
available homes for sale has been considerably 
falling. In 2022 we are on track for about only 
15,000 active listings for the year. A healthy 
balanced market is roughly 40,000 active 
listings. 

We have been under a very low supply of 
inventory for many years and if you would 
like to get some hints of the core issue you 
could google questions like: “When was Justin 
Trudeau elected? What is Justin Trudeau’s 
immigration policy?” to get some interesting 
answers. 

In summary, the sky is not falling. Prices in 
our area are still affordable for people coming 
from the city. Things will probably slow down, 
and we may not see as many multiple offers. 
Properties will take longer to sell, and prices 
will level off. Only time will tell.

Are you thinking of selling your home? Call 
me for a free home evaluation.
Roman Krzaczek REALTOR ®
Home number: 250.285.2141
Quadrarealty.ca

SHOP
DISCOVERY ISLANDERS
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Monday to Friday

250-285-3511
Please inquire about government subsidies

Find us online
quadrachildrenscentre.weebly.com

School Age Program
Quadra Juniors 

Kindergarten to Grade 2
Quadra Peaks Grade 3-5

Before School Care Program 
K-Grade 5

Preschool Program
For 2.5 to 5 years

(Toilet training not required)

For more information
bicycle@gicable.com

Open by Appointment

Demo Rides
Free 1 hr eBike Demo Rides for 2

Book Your eRide Today!

Thank you for Supporting Island Businesses!

Volunteerism at its Best
MEET YOUR QUADRA-CORTES ferry 
advisory committee chair, Michael Lynch.

After spending 23,000 hours in the air flying 
around the world as a commercial airline 
pilot Michael is more focussed on marine 
transportation these days. As the Chair of the 
Quadra-Cortes Ferry Advisory Committee 
(FAC), he is at the helm of a group working 
to bring the voice of the two islands to BC 
Ferries.  

“A lot of it is about running as a system. 
We’re a two-ferry system that connects 
communities,” he says of the relationship 
between Quadra and Cortes Islands. “Our 
work as the Ferry Advisory Committee 
is about helping to connect the two 
communities and working together.”

With a strong background in operations 
(it was a big part of his role with the airlines) 
Lynch understands better than most about 
the complexity of making a transportation 
system run. He was Chair of the Committee 
when the FAC worked to improve the assured 
loading program for Cortes, an exercise in 
understanding the operational complexities of 
two separate but interconnected routes. “And 
we’re not done with that yet,” he says

April 24–28, 2022 is National Volunteer 
Week across Canada. The annual event seeks 
to recognize volunteers, like Lynch and the 
other members of the FAC, and celebrate 
the positive impact of volunteerism in 
communities. This year’s theme ‘Empathy 
in Action’ celebrates the ways in which 
volunteers build awareness around the 
experiences of different community members 
and build capacity to work collectively 
towards common goals. Exactly the kind of 
work Lynch and his Committee members are 
committed to year-round. 

The Quadra-Cortes FAC works to bring 
community perspectives from both islands to 
BC Ferries in the form of advice and insight 

that helps inform day-to-day operations, 
terminal and vessel improvements, schedule 
changes, and other initiatives. There are no 
days off for an FAC Chair. They answer emails, 
phone calls, and questions from community 
members 24/7.

After seven years with the Committee, 
three as their Chair, Lynch is just the man 
for the job. He’s no stranger to hard work. 
In addition to the countless hours in the air 
and the endless weeks on the road of his past 
career, Lynch ran a bed and breakfast with his 
wife for eight years on Quadra Island. When 
COVID hit, Lynch closed the B&B down and 
has opted not to reopen. 

Model trains and tending to his acreage are 
more his speed these days, but that doesn’t 
mean the work is over. Sophie and Tess, his 
two donkeys rule the roost around the farm, 
creating work whenever they think Lynch 
might be getting a little too relaxed. “They’re 
quite sweet, but they do eat a lot of fences,” 
says Lynch.

As far as his role with the FAC goes, 
Lynch says he wishes more people would 
get involved. “Raising the profile of the 
Committee in the community is probably the 
most challenging part of the job,” he says. “We 
represent the voice of the community and if 
the population would take advantage of that, 
we could do a lot more. It’s very difficult to get 
new people.”

For BC Ferries part, they say the FACs 
form a vital connection to the communities 
they serve. “We rely on the Committees to 
bring a variety of community perspectives 
to the table, especially on routes where we 
have interconnected services like Quadra-
Cortes,” says Brian Anderson, Vice President 
of Strategy and Community Engagement. 
“The Committees help us understand the 
nuanced connections between routes, and the 
different community needs at play. We would 
like to thank them for all their hard work, and 
encourage others to get involved. We need 
and want to hear your voice.”

As to why someone should consider 
getting involved, Lynch says it’s about taking 
action and becoming informed about critical 
community services. “It’s like voting. Even if 
you don’t vote for the winning person, you’ve 
exercised your rights. It’s the same thing with 
the ferries. Why not get into a position where 
you can speak knowledgeably about them and 
to them?”

If you’re interested in becoming part of the 
Quadra-Cortes Ferry Advisory Committee, 
you’re invited to reach out to Michael at 
michaellynch@gicable.com.
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Heriot Bay Tides
DATE      TIME PDT    M.            FT.         
29	 05:19	 4.6	 15.1
Friday 	 12:06	 1.5	 4.9
	 18:34	 4.4	 14.4
30	 00:06	 2.7	 8.9
Saturday 	05:45	 4.5	 14.8
	 12:37	 1.3	 4.3
	 19:24	 4.6	 15.1
1	 00:53	 3.0	 9.8
Sunday 	 06:09	 4.4	 14.4
	 13:08	 1.1	 3.6
	 20:11	 4.7	 15.4
2	 01:39	 3.3	 10.8
Monday 	 06:33	 4.3	 14.1
	 13:40	 1.0	 3.3
	 20:57	 4.7	 15.4
3	 02:26	 3.5	 11.5
Tuesday 	 06:55	 4.2	 13.8
	 14:14	 1.0	 3.3
	 21:43	 4.7	 15.4
4	 03:17	 3.6	 11.8
Wed. 	 07:18	 4.1	 13.5
	 14:49	 1.1	 3.6
	 22:32	 4.7	 15.4
5	 04:19	 3.7	 12.1
Thursday 	07:41	 3.9	 12.8
	 15:28	 1.2	 3.9
	 23:25	 4.6	 15.1
6	 05:42	 3.7	 12.1
Friday 	 08:06	 3.8	 12.5
	 16:10	 1.3	 4.3
7	 00:21	 4.5	 14.8
Saturday 	07:17	 3.6	 11.8
	 08:35	 3.6	 11.8
	 16:58	 1.5	 4.9
8	 01:17	 4.5	 14.8
Sunday 	 08:36	 3.4	 11.2
	 09:35	 3.4	 11.2
	 17:53	 1.7	 5.6
9	 02:05	 4.5	 14.8
Monday 	 09:12	 3.2	 10.5
	 12:05	 3.3	 10.8
	 18:56	 1.8	 5.9
10	 02:44	 4.5	 14.8
Tuesday 	 09:41	 2.9	 9.5
	 13:55	 3.3	 10.8
	 20:02	 2.0	 6.6
11	 03:16	 4.5	 14.8
Wed. 	 10:08	 2.5	 8.2
	 15:13	 3.5	 11.5
	 21:01	 2.2	 7.2
12	 03:44	 4.6	 15.1
Thursday 	10:35	 2.1	 6.9
	 16:22	 3.8	 12.5
	 21:55	 2.5	 8.2
13	 04:09	 4.6	 15.1
Friday 	 11:03	 1.7	 5.6
	 17:23	 4.1	 13.5
	 22:45	 2.7	 8.9

Up to 35 words: $25 
(incl. g.s.t.) - one time
36 to 70 words: $45 
(incl. g.s.t.) - one time
Email or drop off your 
ad with payment at  
701 Cape Mudge Rd,  
or at Inspirations
You can also pay online 
at discoveryislander.ca
Questions? Email  
news@discoveryislands.ca

DI
CLASSI FI EDS

TSA-KWA-LUTEN LODGE 
Tsa-Kwa-Luten Lodge is now taking 
applications for a Front Desk Clerk, 
morning Prep/Line Cook and 
Housekeepers. We will be opening 
on May 5th. Please email resumes to 
desk@capemudgeresort.bc.ca

THE DI CLASSI FI EDS

Help WantedServices
ROOFING
Professional Roofing Services
www.javaroofing.com
Call JAVA ROOFING at 250.204.2638 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS 
in Q-Cove. Lawn Mowers, Tractors, 
Chainsaws, Trimmers, Generators etc. 
Also some electric power tools. Please 
call Don @ 250.285.3960.

THE DREAM TEAM
Concrete, Landscaping, Carpentry, 
Masonry. We now also have an 
experienced gardening squad that 
covers all landscape and gardening 
needs. 250-580-1992
dreamteamconcrete@gmail.com

WAYPOINT SIGNS
Signs, Picture Framing and simple 
Engraving at Waypoint Signs beside 
Quadra Builders. Tuesday to Thursday, 
9 to noon, 1 to 4pm. Appointments 
possible to suit your schedule. Friendly, 
efficient, personalized service.
Quality products at affordable rates. 
250.285.2815 desk@waypointsigns.com

Shops

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Notary Public on Quadra now open. 
Located inside Sacred Pulse at
Quathiaski Cove shops, we offer 
notarial services, personal planning
documents (wills, powers of attorney, 
representation agreements).  
Call 236-277-2020 or  
email info@quadranotary.ca

BOOKKEEPING FOR
THE DISCOVERY ISLANDS
Small business bookkeeping. 25 years 
experience with Accounts Payable, 
Receivable, GST and PST, Government 
Grant Applications. Fair Rates. In 
person or online consultations.
www.hightidebookkeeper.ca
hightidebookkeeping@gmail.com

HBI BARTENDERS / SERVERS 
Bartender/Server positions available 
at the Heriot Bay Inn. Immediate part-
time position, leading to full time for 
the 2022 summer season. Please email 
info@heriotbayinn.com

DI
Submissions
The Discovery Islander 

welcomes written 
submissions of interest 
to the Discovery Islands 

community:
news, events, opinion and

musings are fair game.

Please
keep your item to a
reasonable length:  

750 words is
a good target

for longer articles. 

In the interests of efficiency 
and

hygiene please email  
your text and or photos to:
news@discoveryislands.ca

APRIL POINT RESORT 
Join Our Team for the 2022 Season - 
April 15 to September 30.  Full time, 
part time, flexible seasonal positions 
available - front desk, housekeeping, 
maintenance.  Staff accommodation 
available. Email:  
larryh@northcoasthotelresort.com

JOIN OUR CREW AT SPIRIT OF 
THE WEST ADVENTURES!
We offer multi-day kayaking and 
camping adventures in various 
locations on the BC Coast and are 
hiring for the upcoming season (May 
- Sept). We are an inclusive, fun and 
supportive team.
Positions available include Kayak 
Guides, Operations Crew, and Cooks. 
Multi talents are always welcome!
Learn more about us and apply online 
at www.kayakingtours.com

PHONE  250.285.3293
TOLL FREE  1.877.735.3293
FAX  250.285.3292

QUADRA ISLAND REAL ESTATE TEAM

Bill Bradshaw
PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION

Sarah Bradshaw
www.quadrarealestate.ca

NEW LISTING! HERIOT BAY
ACREAGE $799,000
•1.29 acre property with 
access off West and Schooner 
Roads•Preliminary approval in 
place for a 3 lot subdivision
•Mixed topography with some 

bluff area and some wetland area•Mostly treed with a nice mix of 
mature trees•Located within walking distance from shops and the 
Cortes ferry terminal in Heriot Bay


