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See page 9

Time for the Beach Clean 
Dream Team!

SPRING IS NEARLY HERE, and the Quadra 
Island beach clean dream team will 
be leading beach clean hikes on 
Wednesdays. 

Please contact Quadrabeachclean@
gmail.com to get on the notifications 
list. Follow on Facebook ‘Quadra 
Island beach clean dream team’ or the 
Corkboard for times and departure 
location. 

Depending on the weather, expected 
hikes will be to remote beaches, or easier 
local beaches. 

As always: Do what you can, when you 
can, where you can! 

Thanks from the Quadra Island beach 
clean dream team!

http://www.discoveryislander.ca
http://Quadrabeachclean@gmail.com
http://Quadrabeachclean@gmail.com
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Registered Massage Therapy

Come meet Aaryn

for a therapeutic or 

relaxation massage

www.thesamara.ca

Aaryn Perreault-Laird
aarynplrmt@outlook.com
778-348-4848

NEWS & EVENTS
serving Quadra 

since 1982

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8:30AM TO 6PM + SATURDAY 9AM TO 5PM

• Multi-Point Inspection
• Oil & Fluid Change

• Brake Check
• Warranty Approved

$99.95*
Only

*parts extra

Take advantage of our

Winter's not over
... till it's over!

Drive Safely

Come in and talk to us about new tires. 
Great deals on all major brands.

ISLE TECH
YOUR ISLAND AUTO CARE CENTRE

250-285-3100

WINTER SERVICE

Friday Flicks Presents...
SWEETLAND on February 16, 7:45 at Quadra Community 
Centre. Retired fisherman Moses (Mark Lewis Jones) has spent 
his entire life in the Newfoundland and Labrador coastal village 
of Sweetland and sees no reason to spend the remainder of his life 
anywhere else. In the midst of a government relocation program 
that requires all residents to accept their offer, Moses finds himself 
at odds with his neighbours who see no future for themselves if 
they remain. Director Christian Sparkes adapts best-selling author 
Michael Crummey’s novel into a beautifully composed reflection 
on the land which sustains us and the difficulty of letting go. Jones’ 
masterful performance as Moses embodies the resilience of a man 
steadfast in his refusal to leave and at peace with the reality that his 
only company may be the graves of his ancestors. His identity is 
so tied to his surroundings he could exist nowhere else. Featuring 
a brief yet touching performance by 22 Minutes legend Mary 
Walsh, Sweetland revels in the details of its location and characters 
while it reveals universal truths in the lingering moments and languid 
pace of a more peaceful and disappearing way of life. – AR

PAST LIVES has been rescheduled to February 23, 7:45 at QCC. Nora 
and Hae Sung, two deeply connected childhood friends, are wrest 
apart after Nora’s family emigrates from South Korea. Two decades 
later, they are reunited in New York for one fateful week as they 
confront notions of destiny, love, and the choices that make a life, in 
this heartrending modern romance.

• Saturday, February 10
Show at 9pm Discovery Islands 
Pride presents Burlesque 
troupe, Rider Die followed by a 
DJ Dance Party! Tickets at the 
Legion $35
• Sunday, February 11, 3pm
Watch the Super Bowl game!
• Saturday, February 17
Bingo 7pm to 9:30pm

• Saturday, February 17, 9pm 
3 bands, Mean Bikini, Bad State 
bringing their fast angry punk 
and local funk maniacs, Pants! 
$10 at the door
• Monday, February 19, 7pm
General Meeting
• Friday, February 23
Open Mic/Jam with Dylan & 
Band

February at Quadra Legion

Cortes RadioCortes RadioCortes Radio
Drop in and tune out

Like the DI
on FaceBook

http://www.discoveryislander.ca
http://www.thesamara.ca
mailto:esimmonscontracting%40gmail.com?subject=
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REGULARS

List Your Event 
Email  us at news@discoveryislands.ca  •  Drop off your item at Inspirations

in Quathiaski Cove  •  Bring it to our office at 701 Cape Mudge Road

NEXT DISCOVERY ISLANDER DEADLINE
Monday, February 19 @ 7pm 

DAY TO DAY

Sundays
• Meditation Group: Quadra Children’s Centre, 10am, details pg 4
Mondays & Thursdays
• Drop-in Badminton: Cape Mudge Gym, 7:30pm, $3 to play. See you there!
Mondays
• Community Indoor Pickleball: Cape Mudge Gym 
10am to 11am: Skills & Drills, all levels
11am to Noon: Drop-In play, all levels. $3 drop in fee (includes both hours)
Wednesdays
• Pickleball: Cape Mudge Gym; 6 to 8pm, drop-in $3.  Beginners welcome.
• UofQ: Heriot Bay Inn Pub, 7pm
• Poker Night: Quadra Legion 7:30pm
Saturdays
• Meat Draw: Quadra Legion 5 to 6:30pm  

Friday, February 9
• Karaoke Competition Heriot Bay Inn Pub, 7pm

Saturday, February 10
• Discovery Islands Pride presents Rider Die Quadra Legion, 9pm, $35

Sunday, February 11
• Watch the Super Bowl game at Quadra Legion at 3pm

Monday, February 12
• QI Garden Club presents: Peppers (with Andrew Udell) 7 to 9pm at QCC

Saturday, February 17
• Quadra Concerts presents John Reischman & the Jaybirds QCC, doors at 7pm
• 3 bands, Mean Bikini, Bad State Quadra Legion, 9pm $10 at the door

Friday, February 23
• Carolyn Marks & Friends Heriot Bay Inn Pub 8pm and next night no typo!
• Open Mic / Jam with Dylan & Band at Quadra Legion

Saturday, February 24
• Carolyn Marks & Friends Heriot Bay Inn Pub 8pm
• Bentall-Taylor-Ulrich Dinner Show Herons at the Heriot Bay Inn call for reservation

NEWS & EVENTS WHAT’S ON AT QCC

WHAT’S HAPPENING at the  
Quadra Community Centre
Jump into the action at the Community Centre! 
Come down, get involved and be part of YOUR community!

THIS WEEKEND: February 9 – 11
FRIDAY: 8:30 Fitness with Jeannie; 9:30 Men’s Fitness; 10 Spinners & 
Knitters; 10:30 Friday Painters; 12 noon Smart Recovery (To join contact 
Jude: smartrecoveryquadra@gmail.com); 5:30 Chakras workshop with Claudia
SATURDAY: 10:30 ICAN Hand Lotion Making Workshop 
SUNDAY: 11 ICAN Communtiy Engagement Session 

THIS WEEK:  February 12 – 16
 MONDAY: 8:30 Fitness with Nicki; 10 Parents & Tots; 1 Sing for Pure JOY; 5:30 
Iyengar Yoga with Dood; 7 Garden Club Presents: Growing Peppers From Seeds 
 TUESDAY: 9 Quilters Guild; 10 Balance, Core Strength & Bone Health; 3 Art with 
Elke; 5 Hatha Yoga with Trinity; 7 Folk Dancing; 7 Spanish Class with Karen Bailey 
WEDNESDAY:  10 Gentle Yoga with Trinity; 10 Parents and Babes; 12 Community 
Kitchen Lunch; 1 Mosaics; 3 Ping Pong; 5:15 Jazz Dance with Heidi
THURSDAY: 10 Parents & Tots Dance with Kate; 10 Digital Skills Training;11 
Cardio Drumming; 6:15 Quadra Singers; 7 Non-Linear Inspired Movement with 
Sarah Richardson (Room 3/Upstairs) 
FRIDAY: 8:30 Fitness with Nicki; 9:30 Men’s Fitness; 10 Spinners & 
Knitters; 10:30 Friday Painters; 12 noon Smart Recovery (To join contact 
Jude: smartrecoveryquadra@gmail.com); 7:45 Friday Flicks presents: Sweetland

NEXT WEEKEND: February 17
SATURDAY:  7:30 (doors open at 7), Quadra Concerts Presents: John Reischman 
& the Jaybirds   

NEXT WEEK:  February 19 – 23
MONDAY: 8:30 am Fitness with Nicki; 10 Parents and Tots; 1 Sing For Pure JOY; 
5:30 Iyengar Yoga with Dood; 7 Housing Society AGM; 7:15 Way to Go (Room 3/
Upstairs) 
TUESDAY: 10 Balance, Core & Bone Health; 3 Art with Elke; 5 Hatha Flow with 
Trinity; 7 Folk Dancing; 7 Spanish Class
WEDNESDAY: 10 Gentle Yoga with Trinity; 11 Parents and Babes; 12 noon 
Community Kitchen Lunch; 1 Mosaics; 3 Ping Pong; 5:15 Jazz Dance with Heidi
THURSDAY: 10 Parents and Tots Dance with Kate; 10 Digital Skills Training; 11 
Cardio Drumming; 6:45 Quadra Singers, 7 Non-Linear Inspired Movement with 
Sarah Richardson (Room 3/Upstairs)
FRIDAY: 8:30 Fitness with Nicki; 9:30 Men’s Fitness; 10 Spinners & 
Knitters; 10:30 Friday Painters; 12 noon Smart Recovery (To join contact 
Jude: smartrecoveryquadra@gmail.com); 7:45 Friday Flicks presents the 
rescheduled: Past Lives 

QCC is the place for all things community! Anything from community groups and 
clubs, to yoga, fitness classes, parents and tots, painting, folk dancing, singing, 
workshops, birthday parties, concerts, playing, learning, volunteering… and SO 
much more! Thank you for all of your support!  For any more info phone 250 285 
3243. OR go to our website and to our Recreation Calendar or Guide tabs for more 
info: http://www.quadrarec.bc.ca

Monday, February 12th, 7 to 9pm, Quadra 
Community Centr

http://www.oldcraftcarpentry.com
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Publisher Philip Stone

The DI is published every two weeks. 
Our current edition and upcoming 

deadlines are online:  
www.discoveryislander.ca

CONTACT US
email news@discoveryislands.ca

phone 250 285 2234
mail PO Box 280 Quathiaski Cove

BC V0P 1N0
office 701 Cape Mudge Road

hours Monday – Thursday
10am to 4pm

Opinions expressed in this magazine 
are those of the contributors and are 

not the views of the publisher. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
We welcome items for publica-
tion on subjects of interest to the 
Discovery Islands community.  
Here are a few guidelines:
• 300 words is an ideal length for 
community announcements.
• Articles do not need to be sent as 
attachments. Simply send the text 
in the body of your email.
• Canadian spelling is preferred.
• Please use the title of your item 
in the email subject line. We get a 
lot of items called 'DI Article'.
• Remember to include credits 
and captions for photos & artwork.

WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO INCLUDE 
ALL ITEMS SUBMITTED, ERRORS AND

ACCIDENTAL OMISSIONS MAY OCCUR.

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS
Are available for delivery in Canada  

by mail $90 for 12 months

Local Voluntary Subscriptions are 
welcome to help support the DI, 

suggested: $30 per calendar year
Find more details online at

www.DiscoveryIslander.ca

COPYRIGHT 2024
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

NEXT DEADLINE
7pm Monday, February 19 

for publication on  
Friday, February 23, 2024

RRdiscove   y
I S L A N D E RI S L A N D E R

Guest Editor Robyn Budd

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Meditation 
Group 
WE MEET every Sunday at the 
Quadra Children’s Centre at 
10am for a 45 minutes sitting 
meditation on a cushion or 
chair, followed by a short break 
with tea and cookies. There 
is a reading of a book based 
on buddhist perspectives and 
meditation practices, and then a 
discussion on the text we read. 
Everyone is welcome, a small 
donation is appreciated. More 
info call Don at 250 285 2193 or 
Kai at 250 850 9245.

QUADRA CONCERTS PROUDLY PRESENT the renowned John 
Reischman & the Jaybirds! Like the powerful mandolinist and 
composer at its helm, John Reischman and the Jaybirds fashion 
a stylish take on bluegrass that seamlessly blends original songs 
and instrumentals with Appalachian old-time music for a truly 
unique band sound. Now in their third decade together, with 
seven acclaimed albums and two Juno nominations, the Jaybirds 
are simultaneously innovative and unadorned, sophisticated 
and stripped-down, happily old-fashioned and 21st-century 
contemporary.

Bluegrass Unlimited calls John Reischman “one of the world’s 
undisputed masters” of the mandolin, famed for outstanding 
tone and taste. Many of his dozens of original instrumentals have 
become popular favourites for sessions and covers, such as the jam 
standard Saltspring. Los Angeles, CA-based guitarist Patrick Sauber 
joined the Jaybirds in 2017. The veteran performer has played with, 
among others, Doc Watson, Richard Greene, John Jorgensen, 
Peter Rowan, Tim O’Brien and John Fogerty. Chilliwack, BC-
based Trisha Gagnon is portrayed by Sing Out! as “one of the most 
versatile” and “irresistible” lead vocalists in bluegrass, her strong and 
distinctive style ranging from “mournful and plaintive” to “hopeful 
and yearning.” Nanaimo, BC-based Nick Hornbuckle has developed 
his own voice on the five-string banjo – a two-finger roll unlike 
other contemporary banjo players. “Nick Hornbuckle’s banjo can 
be downright spine-tingling,” said the L.A Daily News. Spokane, 
WA-based Greg Spatz is hailed as a “world-class bluegrass fiddler” by 
Fiddler Magazine. His strong chops have made him a popular fixture 
down through the years on the West Coast. 

Don’t miss out on this outstanding bluegrass quintet. Advance 
tickets are available for $20 through Inspirations in Q Cove, Copper 
Coast in Heriot Bay and online through Tidemark Theatre. Tickets at 
the door are $25. The concert is at the QCC on Saturday February 17 
and starts at 7:30pm. Doors open at 7pm 

John Reischman
& the Jaybirds
Saturday February 17 at QCC

Emergency 
Firewood 
FIREWOOD IS NOW available 
from the Emergency Firewood 
Program at the Community 
Centre. The Program exists 
to fill short-term need, not to 
supply anyone’s entire winter’s 
worth of firewood! Please do 
your best to secure your own 
firewood, but we are here for 
you in case of need. 

Firewood is available every 
Wednesday from 12:30 until 
2pm. You must provide your 
own transportation. The 
Emergency Firewood Program 
is volunteer run. If you need 
wood this winter, please 
volunteer some of your time 
or encourage your friends to, 
on your behalf. We are always 
looking for volunteers to cut, 
split and stack wood at the 
Community Centre after the 
Wednesday lunch. If you’d like 
to volunteer, please call or text 
Sandy at 250 202 5928 or just 
show up on any Wednesday. 
Donations of firewood are also 
very welcome.

SHOP
DISCOVERY ISLANDERS

LOCAL

http://www.discoveryislander.ca
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NEWS & EVENTS

DI Submissions
The Discovery Islander welcomes written 
submissions of interest to the Discovery 

Islands community: news, events, opinion 
and musings are fair game.

Please keep your item to a
reasonable length:  

750 words is a good target
for longer articles. 

In the interests of efficiency and hygiene 
please email  

your text and photos to:

news@discoveryislands.ca

QI Outdoor Club
Upcoming Events
FROM THE WEBSITE:
MONDAY, 12 FEB
Hiking to Stramberg Old Growth Grove
WEDNESDAY, 21 FEB 
Hiking a Shellaligan Loop
THURSDAY, 26 FEB 
Work Party, North Chinese Mountain

Here is the current schedule: https://
qioutdoorclub.org/schedule-fall-
winter-2023-24/

Quadra Singers 
Spring Session
THE QUADRA SINGERS Spring session 
under the direction of Thom Knutson has 
started up. Registration begins at 6pm in the 
QCC main hall. Anyone from age 16 and 
up is welcome to join this non-auditioned 
choir. Cost per session is $100 or $150 per 
couple.

The choir meets every Thursday with 
“set up and social” between 6:15 and 
6:45. Rehearsals start at 6:45pm and 
end at 8:45pm. If you read music that’s 
great but the ability to read music is not 
required. There is plenty of help available 
on the Quadra Singers WordPress site. In 
addition, we have some sectional practises 
and a one-day retreat on February 25. We 
finish the Spring session with a concert on 
Saturday, April 20. For more information 
contact: quadrasingers@gmail.com.

Your Guides to Island
Adventure

Available at 
Book Bonanza 

in the Cove

www.wildisle.ca

https://qioutdoorclub.org/schedule-fall-winter-2023-24/
https://qioutdoorclub.org/schedule-fall-winter-2023-24/
https://qioutdoorclub.org/schedule-fall-winter-2023-24/
http://www.heriotbayinn.com
mailto:quadrasingers%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.wildisle.ca
mailto:islandscapecontracting%40gmail.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20DI%20Reader
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NEWS & EVENTS

Business Opportunity: 2024 
Quadra Newcomers Welcome
DISCOVERY ISLANDS Chamber of Commerce is hosting a welcome 
gathering on Thursday February 22, 2024 for folks who are new 
to Quadra Island. Folks who attend will receive information 
about the infrastructure, services, local businesses, and volunteer 
organizations.  If your business or organization would like to 
participate in this event, then:
1. Renew or take out a new 2024 Discovery Islands Chamber of 
Commerce membership. The form is available at https://bit.
ly/48k89GH
2. Send an email to info@discoveryislandscoc.ca. Someone will 
send you information about the various ways your business or 
organization can participate.

Aladdin is Coming to Town
THEATRE QUADRA is delighted to be bringing Aladdin the 
Pantomime by Ben Crocker to the Quadra stage. Mark your 
calendars for May 3rd, 4th or 5th. Crocker is a renowned pantomime 
author whose awareness of 
what really makes a panto 
and attention to comic detail 
result in sheer good fun for 
his audiences. Quadra has 
been entertained by two of 
his pantomimes: Cinderella 
and Robin Hood.

Aladdin is a fun-packed, 
fast-moving, song-and-dance play with a cast of colourful, often zany 
characters. Characters such as: two genies, an evil magician, a panda, 
an emperor, a hero and of course a beautiful princess. The panto 
includes active audience participation, lots of laughs, a bit of slapstick 
and provoking one-liners reflecting life on Quadra. This is a show to 
be enjoyed by all ages.

Interested in participating in a rollicking good fun production? 
Aladdin has parts for everyone, both on stage or off, with roles for 
singing and non-singing actors as well as for children. Both auditions 
and a production meeting will be held on Sunday, January 14 at the 
Quadra Legion in Heriot Bay. The auditions will be from 1 -3 and the 
production meeting from 3:30 - 4:30. If you wish, join us for both. 
Please let us know if you are interested but unable to attend either 
the auditions or production meeting. theatrequadra@gmail.com 

SPRING IS NEARLY HERE, and the Quadra Island beach 
clean dream team will be leading beach clean hikes on 
Wednesdays. 

Please contact Quadrabeachclean@gmail.com to get 
on the notifications list. Follow on Facebook ‘Quadra 
Island beach clean dream team’ or the Corkboard for 
times and departure location. 

Depending on the weather, expected hikes will be to 
remote beaches, or easier local beaches. 

As always: Do what you can, when you can, where you 
can! 

Thanks from the Quadra Island beach clean dream team!

OUR COVER STORY

http://www.discoveryislander.ca
http://www.dreamteamlandscaping.ca
https://bit.ly/48k89GH
https://bit.ly/48k89GH
mailto:info@discoveryislandscoc.ca
http://www.nishs.ca
http://Quadrabeachclean@gmail.com
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Building for and employing 
islanders since 1980

• BC licensed 
residential builder

• Custom homes
and renovations

• Resort and
commercial buildings

• Energy efficient
homes

• Cost effective design

J. Toelle Construction Ltd

250.285.3783 • info@jtoelle.com • www.jtoelle.com

8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday to Friday

We are a $10 Day Childcare Centre

Find us online
quadrachildrenscentre.com

School Age Programs
Quadra Kids
Grades 1-5

Wonderful Leaf
K - Grade 1

Preschool Program
3 to 5 years

(Exemptions may be available 
for 2.5-year old's; please inquire)

REGIONAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Hello, I hope you’re enjoying the 
lengthening daylight and the February 
frog choir, I sure am! Read on for 
details on an important evacuation 
survey for Quadra Islanders, an 
upcoming Public Information meeting, 
and a highlight from a recent training 
opportunity I was fortunate to attend.
EVACUATION SURVEY
The best time to plan for an emergency 
is when we’re not having one, and 
incorporating local knowledge in plans is 
invaluable. That time is now for Quadra 
Islanders, as the SRD’s Emergency Services 
team is updating Quadra Island’s Evacuation 
Plan and seeking your input. Surveys are 
in mailboxes and also available at srd.ca/
quadra-evacuation-survey. I urge you to take 
a few minutes to complete the survey, it will 
help SRD staff prepare a well-informed plan. 
While we hope we’ll never need to use an 
evacuation plan, it’s good to know it’s being 
taken seriously, and the plan will be better 
with your input. Thank you!

 PUBLIC INFO MEETING ON THE BULK 
WATER EXTRACTION BYLAW
As discussed in previous Director Reports, 
bulk groundwater extraction is licensed 
by the Province. The only tool local 
government has to deter such an operation 
is to enact regulations covering specific 
aspects of such operations, regulations 
which don’t infringe on the Province’s 
ability to issue licenses.

Bylaw 510 has been drafted for land 
covered by the Quadra Island Zoning Bylaw. 
This bylaw would provide a chance for the 
community to weigh in on any proposal for 
commercial bulk water bottling, processing, 
or sales. If there were to be an operation 
proposed which the community believed 
had merit, that would be clear at a public 
hearing and an exemption could be issued. 
A similar bylaw has been passed for Area D 
(Oyster River-Buttle Lake) and is in process 
for Area B (Cortes Island).

There’s a Public Meeting February 21, 
6:30pm at the Quadra Community Centre 
to discuss Bylaw 510. SRD staff and I will 
be there to answer questions and receive 
comments. If you can’t make the meeting 
and would like to share your thoughts, you 
can send an email to rmawhinney@srd.
ca and/or planning@srd.ca.
LEARNING HIGHLIGHTS
Recently I did a lot of learning with elected 
reps from across the province at the 

Local Government Leadership Academy 
(LGLA). Topics we covered ranged from 
an upcoming provincial single standard 
of fire safety to details on Provincial 
regulation changes in support of housing 
goals, as well as natural asset management, 
integrating planning and climate action, 
budgeting, climate liability, communication, 
reconciliation, and more. 

The concept of natural asset management 
is relevant and interesting. The core of 
all asset management is sustainability, 
regardless of asset type. We all rely on 
natural assets in our lives; foreshores, 
aquifers and wetlands are examples of these. 
The Town of Gibsons led the way with 
integrated natural asset considerations built 
into their core decision-making. Other local 
governments across BC & Canada have 
done the same. As climate uncertainties 
advance, I’m curious to explore how we 
could include natural asset management in 
the planning work of the SRD. 

THANK YOU for reading. You’re welcome 
to connect with me with questions or 
concerns, you can email rmawhinney@
srd.ca, or call 250.203.2468. If you’d like 
to chat in person, you can book a meeting 
at calendly.com/robynmawhinney.

Until next time,
Respectfully and sincerely,
Robyn Mawhinney

http://www.jtoelle.com
http://www.quadrachildrenscentre.weebly.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

—FULLY INSURED—
Danger Tree Removals • Spiral Pruning

Topping • Thinning • Delimbing for Views
Falling and Chipping

Call Jesse @ 250-202-TREE (8733)

Serving
Discovery

Islands

W.C.B.
Certi�ed

Faller

LAYOUT-1.indd   1 16-04-18   11:12 AM

Les Fodor
November 12, 1930 to 

January 26, 2024
WE ARE SADDENED by the passing of Les 
but rejoice that he is in his heavenly home 
and no longer suffering. He was a faithful 
worker at Camp Homewood for 63 years 
and will be greatly missed. 

A celebration of his life will be held at 
Homewood on February 18, at 2 pm.

PASSAGES

Rachel Blaney: 
Protect Workers’ 
Pensions
RACHEL BLANEY (NDP MP, North Island – 
Powell River) is pushing the government to 
protect workers’ pensions. Speaking in the 
House of Commons on February 2, 2024, 
Blaney talked about the experiences of 300 
workers in Campbell River, who learned just 
before Christmas that the Myra Falls Mine 
was shutting down with no notice.

“I have sat down with Unifor Local 3019, 
which is working hard with all levels of 
government to protect its workers. Its ask of 
me was simple: When will the rules finally 
be fixed in Canada to protect workers’ 
pensions and local small businesses in our 
community when big projects shut down?

Blaney noted that in 2023, the NDP 
and the Bloc pushed hard to get Bill 
C-228 passed. The Pension Protection 
Act, which was designed to protect the 
members of defined benefit pension plans, 
received royal assent on April 27, 2023. That 
bill is meant to protect workers’ pensions; 
however, so far no regulations have been 
passed to implement the legislation, leaving 
workers’ pensions vulnerable if their 
employer declares bankruptcy.

 Currently, pensions are at the bottom of 
the priority list. This means workers who 
spend their entire lives building a pension 
while employed with a company might wind 
up getting only pennies on the dollar when 
their employer declares bankruptcy.

 “Where is the government in finally 
making workers a priority in this country?” 
Blaney asked “When will we see workers 
and their pensions at the top of the list 
instead of at the bottom? Workers in Canada 
do not deserve this. Our communities 
have seen these boom-and-bust cycles 
again and again. The workers and their 
local communities bear the weight of it. It 
is time that they were protected. Get the 
regulations in place now.”

Sending a Photo to the DI?

Please make sure it comes 
with enough pixels!

1600 x 1200 pixels is a good target

http://www.discoveryislander.ca
http://www.quadrateventures.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

250.203.8652

Contact me for a list of current listings and sales 
for the past year (including links to photo galleries).

Renée Stone

Considering selling your home?
Get in touch today for a market evaluation 
and find out how working with a REALTOR™ 
can improve your home search or sale.

ReneeStone@QuadraIsland.caAdvance Realty

ICAN 
Community 
Engagement

You are Invited 
to

A Community Engagement 
Session with ICAN

the Quadra Island Climate 
Action Network

February 11, 2024  
11am to 3pm

Quadra Island Community 
Centre

Lunch provided

Let’s brainstorm solutions 
and plan next steps to 

help Quadra become more 
resilient and self sufficient 
in the face of ecological 

challenges

What is important for us
to work on now?

Please join us!
For more info or to 
request childcare, 

please email 
communicationsican@

gmail.com

Gratitude 
from the 
Philippines!
THE FOLLOWING includes 
letters from David and Petra 
Durrance, founders of IAT who 
are currently in the Philippines, 
as well as from Zeah Mae Paclay 
and Analiza Macad. These 
are the two students whose 
education continues to be 
supported by Quadra Islanders 
through the Giant Garage Sale. 

GREETINGS! Two days after 
arriving, Petra and I met at 
the IAT dormitory with the 
students staying in the dorm 
and others who had come 
for the January letter writing.  
They had prepared a program 
and had created a song of 
appreciation for the help you 
sponsors are providing.  We so 
impressed by their creativity 
and talent. 

I should mention that because 
we do not always receive 
notification from sponsors 
regarding the provision of a 
Christmas cash gift until late 
December, we are unable to 
provide the Christmas gift 
before the children return to 
their villages for the Christmas 
vacation.  Therefore, it is in early 
January that they receive their 
Christmas cash.  To be fair to all 
the children, even though some 
sponsors do not provide a cash 
Christmas gift, the staff ensures 
that all of the students are given 
something.

It is always such a wonderful 
experience to return to the 
Philippines and observe how 
these children are progressing 
and how their confidence and 
competence is developing.  
And it is all because of your 
generosity and compassion.  
There is no way you can possibly 
understand the difference you 
are making to their lives unless 
you are actually here to observe 
it. Thank you so, so, much!   
– David and Petra

The next letter comes from Zeah 
Mae and expresses how 2023 
ended for her.
Dear Quadra Island Sponsors,
Sending a very Happy New 
Year! I hope you had a very 
happy and fruitful Christmas 
and that the coming year brings 
happiness for you all. I continue 
to pray for you with love that 
you keep safe and well.

As always in our school 
Christmas was celebrated in 
December. We had parlour 
games such as message 
relay, stop dance and trip to 
Jerusalem. My classmates and I 
enjoyed the activities. We also 
cooked pancit noodles, sopas 
and chicken and contributed 50 
pesos each for our snacks.

Our family also had a reunion. 
We went to Rizal Kalinga as our 
venue. I was surprised because 
I met my cousins and other 
relatives who came from the 
region of Tinglayan. We were so 
happy that day! The neighbors 
there also came to join us. The 
boys played the traditional 
gongs and the girls danced 
our cultural dance. During our 
lunch people that we did not 
know also joined us. We were 
so happy because the food we 
prepared was enough and there 
were also many leftovers.

The Christmas season was 
special for me and my family. 
It is a time for family bonding. 
We celebrated with the hanging 
of Christmas lanterns, lights 
and making a big Christmas 
tree for our community. Some 
people went to other houses 
for carolling. In this season I 
learned the true meaning of 
family. That there is patience, 
understanding, hope, faith and 
the joy that even if my family 
celebrated a simple Christmas 
there is still love.
And from Analiza Macad!
Greetings of love and Happy 
New Year!

As we begin the new year I 
would like to share with you 
my new years resolution. But 

first I would like to extend 
my warmest greetings to you 
and express gratitude for your 
continuous support. My new 
years resolution is to focus on 
my studies and have a positive 
attitude, be a friendly person 
and especially try to change 
myself from being such a quiet 
person.

During the month of 
December we had a Christmas 
pageant at the IAT compound. 
The scholars shared their talent 
like singing, dancing and other. 
They also created a game 
that was called ‘Miss IAT.’ I 
participated and it was the first 
time I joined something like this. 
We hadn’t had much practice 
but I called my mother and aunt 
to tell them I was doing this so 
they could support me. On the 
night of the pageant I felt really 
nervous. But my aunt said just 
enjoy it and think that the stage 
is yours!  I was a last runner up 
but at least I joined and now 
have had the experience.

That is all for now and I hope 
you have enjoyed my simple 
letter. Thank you again for 
your continued support. I am 
incredibly grateful for all of your 
generosity and encouragement!
Submitted by Carol Foort

http://www.quadraislandhomes.ca
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ISLAND FORUM

Five Acre Lot Developments 
Are Prohibited on OCP 
‘Silviculture’ Properties 
FOR OVER THIRTY YEARS, Quadra Islanders have protected 
certain private properties on Quadra Island as  forests with 
sustainable forestry practices, designated as “Silviculture” in the 
Official Community Plan (OCP). Unlike many communities, 
Quadra Islanders want to integrate long term greenspace into our 
community to maintain a quiet, healthy, rural character, provide 
ecosystem services such as groundwater replenishment for both 
the community and nature, maintain wildlife habitat and allow the 
property owner to benefit from logging. A revised OCP may alter 
the proportion of important forest values and protections.

An OCP is unique to each community.  Our OCP mentions the 
importance to this community of the rural area and forests over 
two dozen times. Here is one section that describes the value of 
sustainable forests and silviculture to us:

QUADRA ISLAND OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN 2007  
(BYLAW NO. 3050)
PART III COMMUNITY PLAN POLICIES 3.0   FORESTS / 
SILVICULTURE 3.7
(a) The forests of Quadra Island provide for its residents, 
both human and nonhuman, a great variety of things from 
spirituality to an income through logging. Somewhere in 
between lies a home for wildlife, recreation uses, and other 
types of harvests. The following policy sections reflect the 
community’s recognition of the forests’ diversity of values and 
desire to promote responsible sustainable stewardship of these 
values. 

An OCP is a community’s policy guide for current land use planning 
by local government.

QUADRA ISLAND OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN 2007 
PURPOSE OF THE OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN 
1.1 (b) The official community plan provides a view of land use 
for the plan area over the next five to ten year time frame and 
provides the basis for regulatory bylaws (i.e. zoning), that deal 
with current land use standards.

OCPs are evolving plans, meant to change with the times and 
should be revised every 5–10 years through a democratic, 
community engagement process to address changing conditions. 

Some people are under the misconception that an OCP, as a fluid 
policy document, has weak influence on current land use planning 
decisions (including one SRD planner, personal communication), 
however, OCP policy statements and visions are legally-protected 
through the Local Government Act s. 478 (2) which states that 
current land use planning decisions, specifically, any SRD bylaws or 
works (roads, pipes, etc), must be “consistent with the OCP”.  These 
must not undermine the OCP vision.  

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
[RSBC 2015] CHAPTER 1
Effect of official community plan
478 (2) All bylaws enacted or works undertaken by a board 
after the adoption of
(a) an official community plan must be consistent with the plan. 

So what does our OCP state about OCP designated “Silviculture” 
properties?
Both the Quadra Island Zoning Bylaw and our Quadra Island OCP 
restrict the minimum lot size of all OCP “Silviculture” properties to 
16 ha (40 acres).  

QUADRA ISLAND ZONING BYLAW, 1990 (BYLAW NO. 
1213) 
PART 9 SUBDIVISION REQUIREMENTS
S. 9.1.1 NOTE: (i) Lands designated as “Silviculture in the 
“Quadra Island Official Settlement Plan Bylaw, 1985” shall have 
a minimum lot size of 16 hectares regardless of zoning. 
[Note: s. 9.1.1 (i) applies to OCP 2007 as an amendment to the 
Official Settlement Plan]
QUADRA ISLAND OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN 2007 
(BYLAW NO. 3050)
RURAL POLICIES 3.1.6  
(c) (i)  Those lands that are designated silviculture, yet zoned 
rural, are subject to a 16 hectares (40 acres) minimum lot size.
QUADRA ISLAND OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN 2007 
SILVICULTURE DESIGNATION POLICIES 3.7.1
(c) A minimum lot size of 16 hectares (40 acres) shall apply to 
all those lands designated Silviculture.

Smaller lot sizes logically destroy long term forest ecosystem health 
through permanent deforestation for buildings and landscaping, 
fragmentation by roads and the introduction of water absorption 
imbalance, pollution and invasive plants and animals. 

Our Quadra Island OCP, to be additionally protective, also prohibits 
both Country Residential (2.5 acre) and Rural Residential (5 acre) 
subdivisions on any OCP designated “Silviculture” properties.  

http://www.discoveryislander.ca
http://shanehedefine.com
mailto:mooneycliff%40gmail.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20DI%20Reader
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Have an opinion
to share?

Submit your letter  
to the DI by email:  

news@discoveryislands.ca

PREFERRED 

If it’s too long it may have
to be chopped, so  
please be concise!

QUADRA ISLAND OFFICIAL 
COMMUNITY PLAN 2007
COUNTRY RESIDENTIAL POLICIES 
3.1.4 (A)
Country residential lands will not be 
designated in significant environmental 
or Agricultural Land Reserve lands or 
on land designated Silviculture.
RURAL RESIDENTIAL POLICIES
3.1.5 (A)
Rural residential lands will not be 
designated in significant environmental 
or Agricultural Land Reserve areas or 
lands designated Silviculture. 

This prohibition includes the current 
Schellinck application for a 5 acre lot 
subdivision. The amending bylaws to our 
OCP and zoning that would permit this 5 
acre subdivision are “legally vulnerable” to a 
Judicial Review overturn based on s. 478(2) 
Local Government Act for inconsistency 
with our OCP. 

Staff reports in 2011 report SRD lawyers’ 
discussions about how to avoid the “legal 
vulnerability” to amending bylaw overturn 
of that 2.5 acre subdivision application.  

Bylaw amendments to zoning and the OCP 
that are reasonably in line with the guidance 
vision of the OCP (such as the Seniors’ 
Housing that was added to the Village Plan) 
can be acceptable OCP revisions that are 
ruled “substantively consistent”.  A five acre 
housing subdivision cannot be argued to 
be “substantively consistent” with an intact 
forest and silviculture vision in the current 
OCP and absolutely not consistent with 
OCP s. 3.1.5 (a)! 

This application is therefore vulnerable to 
a citizen lawsuit to overturn if a majority of 
citizens don’t reject the application.

NEXT ARTICLES:  

• Better ways to Achieve Affordable 
Housing than New Construction in Nature

• The Movement to Village Design 
Replacing Rural Sprawl Supported by the 
Local Government Act

• The Serious Ecological Harms and 
Economic and Social Harms from 75 years 
of Car-dependent Residential Sprawl 
Development 

• A “Higher and Better Use” Vision for 
this Property... A community-based forest 
restoration and preservation land trust 
that protects nature, educates people 
and provides a public greenspace near 
Quathiaski Cove.

Cathy Slater

Protection of our 
Silviculture Lands
SILVICULTURE IS defined as ‘the art and 
science of controlling the establishment, 
growth, composition and quality of forest 
vegetation for the full range of forest 
resource objectives’ (with 40 acres as the 
minimum lot size). With this definition of 
stewardship and protection in mind, the 
Official Community Plan (OCP) for Quadra 
Island designated many forested areas as 
silviculture zones. The 158 acre parcel near 
April Point owned by Rick Schellink is so 
zoned but has not been treated as such for 
the past twenty years.
      A new application for rezoning of this 
property has been made, this time with 
5 acre lots rather than 2.5 acre lots. The 
assumption must be that this proposal is 
only ‘half as bad’ and will be accepted. But 
it’s still a bad idea for all the same reasons:  
destruction of natural habitat, damage to a 
fragile ecosystem, strain on island resources, 
impacts on infrastructure and most 
importantly setting a precedent for future 
rezoning and development. It’s time to stand 
together and once more say no to rezoning 
that  changes the nature of our island.
       Let the Strathcona Regional 
District board and your Region District 
representative know how you feel: 
rmawhinney@srd.ca
Lynda Unterthiner 

ISLAND FORUM

http://www.quadrabuilders.com
mailto:rmawhinney%40srd.ca?subject=
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The Quadra Island Garden Club Presents
Pepper Plants: 
FROM SEED TO FRUIT WITH ANDREW UDELL
Monday, February 12th, 7 to 9pm, Quadra Community Centre
Join Quadra’s own Andrew Udell as he shares his expertise in all 
aspects of growing pepper plants, from germination to harvest.
Like many other plants, peppers present unique challenges to 
growers. Also, living at sea level – and at 50N latitude – can add to 
these challenges. He’ll be looking at the many variables that can help 
(or hinder!) your pepper growing success – whether you are growing 
sweet peppers, hot peppers, or simply those in-between.

THIS TALK WILL COVER: Genetics, germination, seedlings, 
vegetative growth, hardening off, production and more...

Everyone welcome!  Come early to renew your annual 
membership, chat with fellow gardeners, and enjoy some coffee and 
dessert. Doors open at 6:30pm. Members FREE, Guests $5.

Check our website for more information about upcoming events:  
www.quadraislandgardenclub.com

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

www.wildisle.ca

Your Guides to Island Adventure
Available at Book Bonanza

Time to Get Onboard...
Put your business where 
customers are looking

To reserve your space  
email:  news@discoveryislands.ca

www.discoveryislands.ca/advertising

Deadline:
Quadra Island Map-Brochure 
28 February, 2024
Web Site Advertising 
Ongoing – Anytime

For more information

For island businesses relying 
on tourist trade, this is your 
complete, locally-produced 
advertising solution. 

FIGHT EVIL ~ READ BOOKS!

Book Bonanza at the Cove
“the book store for book lovers”   

#1 – 654 Harper Rd, Quathiaski Cove • 250 285 3665
Robin King, 50 years bookselling experience

bookbonanza@telus.net • instagram @book_bonanza_q_cove

Open Monday to 
Saturday
10–5

Closed on
Sunday

ISLAND FORUM

Kolker Creek Logging Plans
Dear Colin Koszman and Aaaron Racher of Mosaic:
On January 30th, several members of the Sierra Club of BC, 
Quadra Island Group (Sierra Quadra) walked to the headwaters 
of Kolker Creek in your proposed Cutblock 12-119. According to 
your maps and your flagging, the cutblock boundary appears to 
disregard the existence of Kolker Creek, with flagging tape through 
and close to the creek. 

This would indicate your intention to drive your logging 
equipment in the creek bed, fall trees into the creek, or drag them 
through the creek.

As you know, Kolker Creek flows into Hyacinthe Creek which is 
a salmon bearing system. There are many reasons to safeguard any 
tributary of a salmon watershed. Maximizing water levels in rain 
free summers and minimizing the addition of silt are two important 
reasons, essential for fish survival. Coho juveniles will spread out 
as much as possible into small tributaries and wetlands – another 
reason not to damage small tributaries. 

You’ve received letters from Eileen Sowerby of Friends Of 
Hyacinthe Creek and from David Broadland of the Discovery 
Islands Forest Conservation Project voicing their concerns about 
your logging plans in the Hyacinthe Creek watershed. Sierra 
Quadra is adding our voice. As citizens of Quadra Island we object 
to any logging in this fish bearing system, even of the smallest 
tributary.

We’d like to walk with you through this cutblock so we can better 
understand and see “on the ground” your rationale and procedures 
for logging here, and we want to know when you propose to start 
cutting trees specifically in the area of Kolker Creek.

Please suggest a date.
Thank you,
Sierra Quadra

http://www.discoveryislander.ca
http://www.quadraislandgardenclub.com
http://wildisle.ca
http://www.discoveryislands.ca/advertising
mailto:bookbonanza%40telus.net?subject=
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HYACINTHE CREEK WATERSHED •  Fac t Sheet 1

WE ALL KNOW that Pacific salmon are the backbone of the 
BC coast. They provide food for bears, marine mammals, 
wolves, birds, and humans. Their carcasses fertilize the forest. 
They’ve been integral to west coast human cultures and coastal 
ecosystems for thousands of years.
But coho salmon numbers on Quadra are falling.

Consider the Hyacinthe Creek Watershed, where fish counts have been 
tallied for over 70 years. In 1947 there were 3500 coho. Yearly averages by 
decade show a steady decline: 425 in the ’60s, 156 in the ’80s, 61 in the 
’90s. By 2010 the yearly average was 18. 

Coho, unlike chum or pinks, spawn high in the watershed, where the 
young spend an entire year in their natal headwaters. Having enough 
clean, cold water for this phase of their development is vital. 

Many factors impact salmon populations: climate change, warming oceans, 
over-fishing. A major impact is habitat loss, often from industrial forestry. Logging 
beside spawning creeks causes additional run-off and silt in the water, which 
suffocates salmon eggs. Removing riparian cover – creekside trees and shrubs – 
means warmer water and fewer insect larvae for the juveniles. Non-fish-bearing 
tributaries need protection too, as these help maintain water levels and flow for 
spawning creeks. 

While it’s difficult to control all the impacts on salmon, there’s one simple 
thing we can do: Stop logging their watersheds! 

Timber company Mosaic is poised to begin operations in the Hyacinthe Creek 
Watershed. They are starting with the headwaters of Kolker Creek, one of the 
tributaries that feeds Hyacinthe Creek and keeps it viable for coho. Neither 
Mosaic’s logging plan nor its Hyacinthe Creek Watershed Assessment adequately 
safeguard the spawning capacity of this creek system – especially as rain-free 
summers become the norm.

It’s up to us.
Can we as a community protect the Hyacinthe Creek Watershed?

Here are some ways you can help:
1. Email Mosaic’s representatives and 
ask for no logging in the Hyacinthe 
Creek section of TFL 47:
Colin.Koszman@mosaicforests.com  
Land Use Forester
Aaron.Racher@mosaicforests.com  
General Manager Operations
North Island
2. CC the above to:
Lesley.Fettes@gov.bc.ca 
Ministry of Forests District Manager 
CR Natural Resource District
3. Walk the Wabidu Trail south 
of Walcan Rd and experience the 
Hyacinthe Creek Watershed for 
yourself

Please CC your emails above to:
Regional Director Robyn Mawhinney: 
rmawhinney@srd.ca
MLA Michelle Babchuk:
michele.babchuk.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MP Rachel Blaney:
rachel.blaney@parl.gc.ca
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The map above 
shows Hyacinthe 
Creek and its 
tributaries flowing 
into Hyacinthe 
Bay. The Hyacinthe 
Creek Watershed 
drains four lakes: 
Nighthawk, Mud, 
Reed, and Little 
Morte, and has a total 
area of nearly 1700 
hectares or 17 sq km.

Hyacinthe 
Creek 

Watershed

BY SIERRA QUADRA • JANUARY 2024

mailto:Colin.Koszman%40mosaicforests.com?subject=Don%27t%20Log%20Hyacinthe%20Creek%20Watershed%20in%20TFL47%21
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For free inspiration
call Blaine Smith
250.202.6299 
quadrablaine@gmail.com

O�ering Quadra's most diverse 
set of building skills... 
Let us manage all your 
home improvement dreams.

Quadra Concerts 
Presents…
QUADRA CONCERTS volunteers are once 
again presenting three high quality, world-
class performances in the next few months. 
Advance tickets for $20 will be available at 
Inspirations in Q Cove, Copper Coast in 
Heriot Bay and online through Tidemark 
Theatre. Tickets at the door will be $25. 
Mark your calendars and come out to 
support live music on Quadra Island at the 
QCC. Please visit our website for additional 
details at quadraconcerts.ca. 

John Reischman & the Jaybirds
Saturday, February 17
John and his talented U.S. and Canadian 
bandmates have toured extensively 
throughout North America and abroad 
bringing a uniquely pacific Northwest sound 
to their brand of bluegrass and original 
acoustic instrumentals. The Jaybirds feature 
five exquisitely talented bluegrass musicians. 

Pierre Schryer & Adam Dobres
Saturday, March 16
This Canadian duo is a tour-de-force of 
versatility, fine musicianship, and technical 
dexterity. Pierre Schryer is one of Canada’s 
leading traditional fiddlers and Adam 
Dobres is a highly accomplished guitarist 
with a natural ability to embody any style 
of music. Together, they make for a magical 
evening of music.  

Sophie Lukacs 
Friday, April 13
Sophie Lukacs is a kora player, singer and 
composer. The kora is a unique 21-stringed 
harp-lute from the Mandingue empire. 
Drawing inspiration from her time in 
Mali studying with kora masters and her 
earlier musical experiences studying violin, 
Sophie has forged a unique style in the folk 
tradition. 

NEWS & EVENTS

What Is A Death 
Doula?
A DEATH DOULA is a non-medical person 
trained to care for someone holistically 

(physically, mentally, 
emotionally, and 
spiritually) at the end-
of-life. They recognize 
death as a natural, 
accepted, and honoured 
part of life. Death 

doulas are also known as end-of-life coaches, 
transition guides, and end-of-life doulas.

Although we’ve been dying for thousands 
of years, it is only in the last century that 
we have removed the natural life occurence 
of death from our awareness. Death is not 
a medical event- it is a human experience. 
Hospice, although a beautiful model of care, 
has many 'gaps' and is only partially available 
to most patients and families. There is a 
need for additional support from trained 
and knowledgeable people in this space of 
end-of-life care.

Death doulas can help create positive 
and empowering end-of-life plans; provide 
spiritual, psychological and social support; 
suggest ideas for optimal physical comfort; 
help plan home vigils; educate patients and 
families on the new and progressive options 
including home wakes, community-led 
death care, natural burials; and more. They 
can work with the dying person, family and/
or friends, from initial diagnosis through 
bereavement.

Most families do not have extensive 
knowledge about how to care for someone 
who is dying. This contributes to difficult 
end-of-life experiences and heartbreaking 
outcomes for many people. What is needed, 
in addition to medical practitioners, is a 
death doula who can have a functional 
impact within the home and understands 
what matters most to the patient. A doula 

WAY TO GO

can develop a plan around the wishes 
and values of the dying person, advocate 
on behalf of the patient, help attend to 
their symptoms, be a stable heart-centred 
presence, and help to resolve unresolved 
issues. By working collaboratively with 
the patient, family caregivers, and the 
medical care team, a doula can contribute 
to a strategy outlining what’s best for the 
patient’s journey and overall experience.

The death doula movement has not only 
brought forth an industry of practitioners to 
support patients and families in one of the 
most stressful times in their lives. It has also 
brought back the conversations, questions, 
and fundamental teachings about death. 
Caring for someone who is dying is a skill 
once handed down from a grandmother to 
a grandchild. We’ve all but lost the ability 
to look after the non-medical needs of the 
dying in our modern-day society… but there 
is some good news - we are starting to bring 
it back! By doing so, we are helping to create 
beautiful, sacred end-of-life experiences. 
After a century or so of medicalizing and 
outsourcing end-of-life care, death is having 
a rebirth and end-of-life care is beginning to 
return to its holistic roots.
Submitted by Margaret Verschuur, using 
information from Suzanne O’Brien’s 
Doulagivers Death Doula Guide, which can 
be downloaded on-line for free. Trained death 
doulas are available on the island; email 
quadrawaytogo@gmail.com to learn more.

DI Submissions
• Email us at:

news @discoveryislands.ca
• Drop off your item at

Inspirations in Quathiaski Cove
• Or bring it to our office at

701 Cape Mudge Rd

http://www.discoveryislander.ca
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THE QUADR A PROJECT

COP28
THE 28TH SESSION of the United Nations’ Conference of the 
Parties, known as COP28, concluded at the end of 2023 in Dubai 
of the United Arab Emirates. It was as much a success as can be 
imagined when a so-called “petro state” is hosting and chairing 
an international meeting that hoped to reduce global carbon 
emissions.

The great breakthrough was that the meeting unanimously 
agreed—all decisions have to be unanimous— to recognize fossil 
fuels as a source of the greenhouse gases that are heating the planet 
to unprecedented levels with concomitant consequences for sea 
levels, ocean acidity, species survival and very likely the structure 
of human civilization itself. This followed 2023’s COP26 meeting 
in Glasgow, Scotland, that eventually agreed to “phase down” 
coal—“phase out” was too radical—as an energy source because 
of its high carbon output and associated pollution problems. This 
modest milestone was followed by the COP28 decision to finally 
recognize fossil fuels generally as a source of global warming, 
and to therefore “transition away” from them. The hope that 
the “phasing out of coal, gas and oil” would be approved did not 
happen.

But, after 30 years of climate meetings, the principal cause 
of global warming, the burning of fossil fuels, has finally been 
officially acknowledged as an energy source that is a problem and 
must eventually be abandoned.

The operative word here is “eventually.” The “phasing down” 
of coal and the “transition away” from fossil fuels generally, sets 
no mandatory schedules or deadlines. In the jargon of the United 
Nations’ meeting, the target is “aspirational,”which means that all 
the signatory countries will try to comply, although they are under 
no legal obligation to do so. Very few, if any, of past targets have 
ever been met.

The pledge of the 2015 Paris Agreement to try not to exceed a 
temperature increase of 1.5°C above the pre-industrial temperature 
is probably unachievable by any known practical means. Indeed, 
about half the days of 2023 were above that temperature, and the 
2.0°C target will likely be exceeded, with present carbon dioxide 
and methane emissions projected to cause a 2.9°C increase. An 
exercise of the imagination can anticipate what the consequences 

might be considering the major disruptive effects we are presently 
getting from a global temperature rise of just 1.2°C. In the words 
of Antonio Guterres, the UN’s Secretary-General, “Humanity has 
opened the gates of hell.”

2023 was the hottest known year in the last 120,000. And after 
30 years of trying, carbon emissions, at about 40 billion tonnes per 
year, are still going up rather than down. All the green renewable 
energy from wind, solar and geothermal is not displacing fossil 
fuels, but is merely adding to the energy mix. The fossil fuel 
corporations and producing nations are not anticipating any 
reduction in oil and gas production in the near future. Indeed, 
some are expecting record years for both production and 
consumption. Coal consumption is expected to peak in a year or 
two.

Collectively, humanity doesn’t seem to have grasped the 
existential significance of our situation. Even uncountable weather 
anomalies such as extreme floods, storms and droughts combined 
with unprecedented fires hasn’t registered. Insurance rates are 
going up beyond affordability, and some places are deemed 
uninsurable because the risks are just too high.

Individually, the same condition of denial applies. Of course, 
many people feel the threat, but it is not usually internalized 
sufficiently to motivate any significant changes in lifestyles. Flying 
to distant vacations hasn't changed. Neither has meat consumption. 
Neither has consumerism. The automobile market in the West 
is following the consumer's taste for bigger, heavier and more 
luxurious vehicles that consume more energy to both make and 
move—the small, simple and efficient electric car of the future has 
not yet arrived in this market, and might not sell even if it did.

Meanwhile, the crisis unfolds, and as it does we reveal our 
character both as individuals and as a species. If we make excuses 
for ourselves, what might they be? That we don’t know? That we 
can disregard the problem because we survived the last heat wave 
or forest fire or flood? That we are just too busy with our habits 
and our indulgences to examine the situation and change our 
behaviour? To know and not to act places each and all of us in an 
uncomfortable existential position, if we care enough to notice.
Ray Grigg
for Sierra Quadra
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SHOP
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LOCAL

Heriot Bay Tides
DATE      TIME PDT    M.            FT.         
09	 06:32	 5.1	 16.6
Fri 	 11:55	 3.7	 12.1
	 16:14	 4.5	 14.8
	 23:31	 0.7	 2.2
10	 07:02	 5.1	 16.9
Sat 	 12:36	 3.4	 11.2
	 17:17	 4.5	 14.8
11	 00:13	 0.8	 2.7
Sun 	 07:30	 5.2	 17
	 13:19	 3	 10
	 18:19	 4.4	 14.6
12	 00:55	 1.1	 3.7
Mon 	 07:58	 5.2	 16.9
	 14:04	 2.6	 8.6
	 19:21	 4.3	 14.3
13	 01:37	 1.6	 5.2
Tue 	 08:25	 5.1	 16.7
	 14:50	 2.2	 7.3
	 20:27	 4.2	 13.8
14	 02:20	 2.1	 7
Wed 	 08:52	 5	 16.3
	 15:38	 1.9	 6.1
	 21:42	 4.1	 13.4
15	 03:05	 2.7	 8.8
Thu 	 09:21	 4.8	 15.8
	 16:29	 1.6	 5.2
	 23:10	 4	 13.2
16 	 03:56	 3.2	 10.6
Fri 	 09:53	 4.7	 15.3
	 17:25	 1.4	 4.7
17 	 00:56	 4.1	 13.5
Sat 	 05:06	 3.6	 12
	 10:30	 4.5	 14.7
	 18:27	 1.3	 4.3
18	 02:31	 4.3	 14.1
Sun 	 07:05	 3.9	 12.8
	 11:22	 4.3	 14.1
	 19:32	 1.3	 4.1
19	 03:40	 4.5	 14.8
Mon 	 08:54	 3.9	 12.8
	 12:32	 4.2	 13.7
	 20:31	 1.2	 3.9
20 	 04:31	 4.7	 15.4
Tue 	 10:05	 3.8	 12.4
	 13:43	 4.1	 13.5
	 21:22	 1.1	 3.8
21	 05:11	 4.8	 15.7
Wed	 14:45	 4.1	 13.5
	 22:07	 1.1	 3.7
22	 05:46	 4.8	 15.9
Thu 	 11:29	 3.5	 11.5
	 15:41	 4.1	 13.6
	 22:48	 1.2	 3.9
23	 06:16	 4.8	 15.9
Fri 	 12:00	 3.3	 11
	 16:33	 4.2	 13.8
	 23:25	 1.3	 4.3
24	 06:41	 4.8	 15.8
Sat 	 12:29	 3.2	 10.4
	 17:23	 4.2	 13.9
	 23:59	 1.5	 4.9

THE DI CLASSI FI EDS

WAYPOINT SIGNS
Signs, Picture Framing and simple 
Engraving at Waypoint Signs beside 
Quadra Builders. Tuesday to Thursday, 
9 to noon, 1 to 4pm. Appointments 
possible to suit your schedule. Friendly, 
efficient, personalized service.
Quality products at affordable rates. 
250.285.2815 desk@waypointsigns.com

FOR SALE - GRANITE
8 Cubic yards of hand-picked, Mason-
grade white granite, various sizes.
Call 250-203-6721

Shops

For Sale

Up to 35 words: $25 
(including gst) – one time
36 to 70 words: $45 
(including gst) – one time
Email or drop off your ad 
with payment at  
701 Cape Mudge Rd,  
or at Inspirations
You can also pay online at 
discoveryislander.ca
Questions? Email  
news discoveryislands.ca

DI
CLASSI FI EDS

NEXT DI DEADLINE
7pm Monday, February 19

for DI 825, out on
February 23, 2024

ROOFING
Professional Roofing Services
www.javaroofing.com
Call JAVA ROOFING at 250.204.2638 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS 
in Q Cove. Lawn Mowers, Tractors, 
Chainsaws, Trimmers, Generators etc. 
Also some electric power tools. Please 
call Don @ 250.285.3960.

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Notary Public on Quadra located inside 
Sacred Pulse at Quathiaski Cove shops, 
we offer notarial services, personal 
planning documents (wills, powers of 
attorney, representation agreements).  
Call 1.855.204.6277 (toll-free)  
email info@quadranotary.ca

MASSAGE 
by foot pressure. SOUL SOLE delves 
deeply into your muscles tackling 
fatigue and pain. Using long, sweeping 
strokes and strong, even pressure, I 
massage you with my feet!! Call Jen 
Reis 250-285-0070 soulsole.ca
807

FALL PRUNING OF SHRUBS AND 
TREES
Fall garden and property care, winter 
preparation. Trained & experienced 
Horticulturist. Reserve now a spot for 
skilled Fruit Tree pruning, starting in 
January. Kai 250-850-9245 
ggpropertycare@gmail.com

ServicesServices
WEB SITE DESIGN & SEO
Need help with your website? I offer 
creative design, marketing, SEO, web 
development and technical expertise 
to help you make the most of your site. 
Long term Quadra resident, accepting 
new clients. 
Email me contact@frankenmedia.ca

Heavy-Duty 
Equipment
service and repair

Automotive service and repair
 Welding and Fabrication
Mobile and Quadra shop

wolfdenmechanical@gmail.com
250-285-2215

SKILKLED HELP WITH GARDENS 
AND ORCHARDS
Experienced horticulturist Ryan 
Nassichuk can help make joyous 
and dramatic improvements to your 
beautiful garden and orchard 
Web: Nassichuk.carrd.co
Email: Nassichuk@gmail.com
Call/Text: 250-202-2326

PHONE  250.285.3293
TOLL FREE  1.877.735.3293
FAX  250.285.3292

QUADRA ISLAND REAL ESTATE TEAM
www.quadrarealestate.ca

Bill Bradshaw
PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION

Sarah Bradshaw
PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION

NEW LISTING: WHISKEY 
POINT OCEAN VIEW HOME & 
GARAGE/SUITE! $939,000
•0.45 acre bluff property, Whiskey 
Point Estates subdivision•Views 
across Discovery Passage•Two level 
1310 sqft home with 2 bedrooms 

and 2 bathrooms•Spacious deck on upper main floor•Attached single 
garage and laundry with separate entry•Detached 393 sqft garage with 
sleeping loft and 294 sqft studio suite•Close to shops and ferry! 

http://www.discoveryislander.ca
mailto:
http://www.quadrarealestate.ca

