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Quadra’s iconic Walcan Seafood Ltd 
celebrates 50 years in business... as 
we say goodbye to founder Bill Pirie. 
Stories on pages 7 and 14.
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NEWS & EVENTS

List Your Event in 
the DI’s News & 
Events Calendar 

• Email  us at
news@discoveryislands.ca

• Drop off your item at Inspirations
in Quathiaski Cove

• Bring it to our office at 701 Cape 
Mudge Road

Cortes RadioCortes RadioCortes Radio
Drop in and tune out

EDITORIAL

Quadra Island Pantry’s
M.A.G. Memorial Bursary
(In memory of our son Michael)
QUADRA ISLAND PANTRY is again offering two bursaries of $500 
each, available to assist Quadra Island students pursuing post secondary 
education. Eligible applicants are Quadra Island students who have not 
received this bursary in the past.

Michael was a tradesman and always proud of his blue collar status, 
so these bursaries are open to students entering trade schools and art 
academies, etc, as well as academic institutes.

The bursaries are payable directly to the student to assist with travel, 
book fees, or any other expenses the student may incur.

Applications can be submitted by email to qipantry@gmail.com until 
August 31, 2023. Please include the following:
• Student’s name and contact information.
• Proof of enrolment in any post secondary educational or
training institution.
• Write a short letter telling us a little about yourself, how
long you’ve lived on Quadra Island, and what the Quadra
community has meant to you.
• Include your educational goals and how this bursary will help
you pursue those goals.

Thank you to Island Pantry’s customers for making this possible by 
contributing to QIP’s ice cream and till jiggle buckets, and donations of 
Reward Points.

PHONE  250.285.3293
TOLL FREE  1.877.735.3293
FAX  250.285.3292

QUADRA ISLAND REAL ESTATE TEAM
www.quadrarealestate.ca

Bill Bradshaw
PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION

Sarah Bradshaw
PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION

NEW LISTING! KANISH BAY 
OCEANFRONT HOME, 2 
GARAGES & SUITE ON 5.5 
ACRES!  $1,395,000 
•Custom built Linwood home with vaulted 
ceilings & floor-ceiling windows•1 bed 1 
bath on main level•Primary bedroom on 
upper level with walk-in closet/laundry & 
3pc ensuite•20’x32’ garage with 1 bed 

1 bath carriage suite above•26’x44’ overheight garage closer to road•Fenced 
gardens, pond, trail through forest to seating/camping area above ocean

Cover photos, top to bottom: 1, Off Chatham Point. 
2, Aerial view of Walcan Seafood plant. 
3, Left, Walcan’s shoreline on a snowy day.
3, Right, Bill Pirie in 2016 on a trip to Iceland to secure processing 
equipment. 
4, Left, a Canadian astronaut on Canada Day in 1998 with Walcan’s 
smoked sockeye salmon in pouches at zero gravity.
4, Right, stained glass version of Walcan’s frst logo by family friend 
Russ Fuoco (who also created a window at the Cape Mudge Church).
Stories on pages 7 and 14.

Doing the Math as
‘The Process’ Continues
THERE’S A NUMBERS GAME in process on Quadra Island as the fate 
of Rick Schellinck’s third application to the Strathcona Regional District 
awaits resolution at the SRD Board meeting near the end of this month.

A group of Quadra and Outer Islanders has meticulously counted and 
recounted all the submissions made to the SRD during the allocated 
comment period for Mr Schellinck’s current application for bylaw 
changes. These comments fill two substantial binders and comprise 
565 individual submissions – that is, one count per name, no matter 
how many submissions a person has made, whether by letter, email, on 
comment sheet, or in person at the community hearing. The numbers, 
contrary to Mr Schellinck’s recently published version, total 401 against 
his proposal, and 164 in favour. For those who prefer percentages, that’s 
70.97% opposed, 29.03% in favour. Numbers don’t lie.

But is that all that matters? The fact that it is 2024 and the SRD seems 
to again be pushing a variation on a twice-defeated development 
scheme previously deemed by 98.5% of respondents to be out of 
compliance with Quadra’s Official Community Plan, would beg the 
question.

Yet due process is playing out. The process dictates that the actual 
content of these individual comments must be duly considered, along 
with the percentages of ‘for’ and ‘against.’ The comments and their 
tally do not comprise a vote per se, but they absolutely do matter. 
They provide an indicator of islanders’ support or lack thereof for 
the proposal at hand – the tenor of which our Regional Director is 
required to consider and communicate to the directors in the course 
of determining whether the proposal proceeds to third reading. Four 
directors (from Quadra, Cortes, Sayward, and Oyster River) then cast 
their votes at the Board table, and if two directors out of these four vote 
No, then the proposal dies. 

(For at least another year, anyway; the proponent has 365 days to 
retrofit his proposal, tweaking it just enough to satisfy the powers that 
be that there’s indeed something substantively new under the hood.) 

Instead of quibbling over percentage points, perhaps we should be 
questioning a system based on the optics of democracy but which seems 
repeatedly, as of late, to be acting against the will of a proven majority – 
with potential impacts for the future well-being of our entire island.
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DAY TO DAY
ISLAND CALENDAR WHAT’S ON AT QCC

REGULARS
Sundays
• Meditation Group: Quadra Children’s Centre, 10am
Mondays
• Pickleball Drop-In at QCC, 10 am to noon
• Ultimate Frisbee Drop-In at Rebecca Spit, 7 to 830pm
Wednesdays
• Pickleball Drop-In at QCC, 6 to 8 pm
• Soccer Drop-In at Quadra Elementary, 7 to 830pm
• Poker Night: Quadra Legion 7:30pm
Saturdays
• Farmers Market: Quathiaski Cove behind Credit Union 10am to 2pm
• Pickleball Drop-In at QCC, 9 to noon 
• Tennis Drop-In at QCC, 9 to noon. For info, call 250 285 2580
• Meat Draw: Quadra Legion 5 to 6:30pm  

Friday, July 12
• Quadra Island Festival of Chamber Music “Festival Finale” Concert, 7pm at QCC
• Roses 8pm at the HBI Pub, no cover 

Saturday, July 13
• Saturday Market 10am to 2pm beside Café Aroma; with music by Dave Blinzinger
• Clanna Morna 9pm at the HBI Pub Grounds, $20 at the door

Sunday, July 14
• Children of Ukraine fundraiser dinner at the Legion, 6pm, $75pp

Friday, July 19
• Meet with Comox Strathcona Waste Management team at Café Aroma, 2–5pm, to 
share your thoughts about their solid waste mgmt plan and Quadra. See page 5
• David Gauci 8pm at the HBI Pub, no cover

Saturday, July 20
• Writing Workshop for Adults with Sara Cassidy, 9am at QCC
• Saturday Market 10am to 2pm beside Café Aroma; with music by John Toelle
• Cove’s album release party at the Legion, 6pm

Friday, July 26
• Go Dog Go 8pm at the HBI Pub, no cover

Saturday,  July 27
• DJ Technautica at the Legion, 80s dance party

Saturday, August 10
• Roots Round Up at the Legion, $20

Kayaking, dancing, biking, art, tennis, theatre…. Oh my! 
The kid’s SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM is here and ready 
to go! 
You can check it out online at  https://quadrarec.recdesk.com/
Community/Home
To sign up, just click on create account and follow the steps.

Note ** Create yourself a profile first and THEN, list your kiddos under your account. 
There are some SUPER FUN and interesting programs in July and August! A big 
thank-you to Quadra Literacy for helping us keep program registration costs low with 
their Summer Rec grant funding!  Sign up early - spaces are limited and do fill up!!

WHAT’S HAPPENING at the Quadra Community 
Centre, July 12 to July 26
THIS WEEKEND: July 12 to 14
FRIDAY: 7pm Chamber Music Festival “Festival Finale” Concert

SATURDAY: 10am Quadra ROCKS club (Summer Rec); 12:30 BC Ferries “Interactive 
Community Workshop”

SUNDAY: 10am Nature Sketching with Elke (all ages) 

THIS WEEK: July 15 to 19
MONDAY: 9:30 You GO Girl!

TUESDAY: 9:30 You GO Girl!; 9am Drop in Softball with Dave

WEDNESDAY:  9:30 You GO Girl!; 10am Nature Art for Tots with Elke;
5:30 Jazz Dance with Heidi

THURSDAY: 9:30 You GO Girl!

FRIDAY: 1pm Lucky Jim Mine tour with Jeanette Taylor

NEXT WEEKEND: July 20
SATURDAY: 9am Writing Workshop for Adults with Sara Cassidy

NEXT WEEK: July 22 to 26
MONDAY: 9am Art IN Nature for Teens with Elke; 2:30 Caregiver Support Group; 
4pm Tennis Camp 

TUESDAY: 9 Drop-In Softball with Dave; 9am Art IN Nature for Teens with Elke;
10 am Music for Young Kids with Kate (ages 3-5); 11am Music for Young Kids with 
Kate (ages 6–10); 4pm Tennis Camp

WEDNESDAY: 9am Art IN Nature for Teens with Elke; 10am Music for Young Kids 
with Kate (ages 3–5); 11am Music for Young Kids with Kate (ages 6–10);
1pm Photography for kids with Don Mottershead; 4pm Tennis Camp;
5:30 Jazz Dance with Heidi

THURSDAY: 9am Art IN Nature for Teens with Elke; 4pm Tennis Camp

FRIDAY: 1pm Orienteering 101; 4pm Tennis Camp

QCC is the place for all things community! Anything from community groups 
and clubs, to yoga, fitness classes, parents and tots, painting, folk dancing, singing, 
workshops, birthday parties, concerts, playing, learning, volunteering… and SO 
much more! Thank you for all of your support!   For any more info phone 250-285-
3243. OR go to our website and to our Recreation Calendar or Guide tabs for more 
info: www.quadrarec.bc.ca

NEXT DISCOVERY ISLANDER DEADLINE
Monday, July 22 @ 7pm 

Summer is here...!
Time to get your boat ready for the season!

Call Frank for an 
appointment today

Summer is here...!
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Publisher Philip Stone

The DI is published every two weeks. 
Our current edition and upcoming 

deadlines are available online:  
www.discoveryislander.ca

CONTACT US
email news@discoveryislands.ca

phone 250 285 2234
mail PO Box 280 Quathiaski Cove

BC V0P 1N0
office 701 Cape Mudge Road

hours Monday – Thursday
10am to 4pm

Opinions expressed in this magazine 
are those of the contributors and are 

not the views of the publisher. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
We welcome items for publication 
on subjects of interest to the 
Discovery Islands community.  
Here are a few guidelines:
• 250-300 words is a good length 
for community announcements.
• Articles do not need to be sent 
as attachments. Simply send the 
text in the body of your email.
• Canadian spelling please: 
centre, colour, jewellery etc...
• Please use the title of your 
item in the email subject line. We 
get a lot of items called 'DI Article'.
• Remember to include credits 
and captions for photos & artwork.

WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO INCLUDE 
ALL ITEMS SUBMITTED, ERRORS AND

ACCIDENTAL OMISSIONS MAY OCCUR.

SUPPORTING SUBSCRIPTIONS
Local Voluntary Subscriptions are 
welcome to help support the DI, 

suggested: $30 per calendar year
Find more details online at

www.DiscoveryIslander.ca

COPYRIGHT 2024
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

NEXT DEADLINE
7pm Monday, July 22 

for publication on  
Friday, July 26, 2024

RRdiscove   y
I S L A N D E RI S L A N D E R

Guest Editor Robyn Budd

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Meditation 
Group 
WE MEET every Sunday at the 
Quadra Children’s Centre at 10am 
for a 45 min sitting meditation on 
a cushion or chair, followed by a 
short break with tea and cookies. 

There is a reading of a book 
based on Buddhist perspectives 
and meditation practices, and 
then a discussion on the text we 
read. 

Everyone is welcome, a small 
donation is appreciated. For 
more info call Don at 250 285 
2193 or Kai at 250 850 9245.

Heavy-Duty 
Equipment
service and repair

Automotive service and repair
 Welding and Fabrication
Mobile and Quadra shop

wolfdenmechanical@gmail.com
250-285-2215

FIGHT EVIL ~ READ BOOKS!

Book Bonanza at the Cove
“the book store for book lovers”   

#1 – 654 Harper Rd, Quathiaski Cove • 250 285 3665
Robin King, 50 years bookselling experience

bookbonanza@telus.net • instagram @book_bonanza_q_cove

Open Monday to 
Saturday
10–5

Closed on
Sunday

A Big Thank You!
THE STUDIO TOUR Committee would like to extend their thanks 
to the many businesses and others who supported the 2024 Studio 
Tour with sponsorships. They were: Tru Valu Foods, Southend Farm 
Winery, Taku Resort, Friday Design, QI Boat Tours, QI Golf Course, 
Michelle Babchuk MLA, QI Kayaks and Adventures, QI Builders, 
Stramberg Construction, Roman Krzaczek, High Point Resort, 
Island Bliss, Heriot Bay Inn, JToelle Construction, CR Art Gallery, 
Waypoint Signs, Yellow Rose Food Truck, Copper Coast, QI Royal 
LePage, The Clove, Draw Gallery, Aroma Cafe, Rachel Blaney MP, 
Renda Landscaping, Fermentations, Robyn Mawhinney, Island Cycle, 
IsleTech, Coveside Seafood, Inspirations, QI Farmer's Market and 
Bazaar, and Roadkill Recovery.

Many hours of volunteering go into making the tour. Thanks to Kathy 
Sales for her contributions over the years. The QI Photography Club 
donated time and expertise to provide professional quality photos. 
Doris Colter has given us many years of dedicated bookkeeping. 
Gorde James, the workhorse behind the tour for many years, has been 
instrumental in the success and longevity of the event.

We aim to provide a weekend of community engagement in the arts 
and to provide exposure to those studios who create the art. We are 
a group of people who come together once a year to share and sell 
and discuss our creations. In the coming years we hope to provide 
opportunities for the artists to gather and learn from each other in 
workshops and studio visits.

Thank you to all of the residents and visitors who attended the event. 
We look forward to seeing everyone again next year.
Quadra Island Studio Tour Committee

New to Quadra? 
The Discovery Islands Chamber

of Commerce and local
businesses welcome you with 

a gift bag. 
Contact Carol Ann T.  

250-285-2609

Tip-Top
Chimneysweep

Gabe Aston
250-204-5228

Sweep now  
Sleep better

BC Ferries Interactive 
Community Workshop
for Quadra and Cortes, Saturday July 13, 12:30 to 2pm
Please RSVP at bcferriesprojects.ca/in-your-community. For event 
questions, email engagement@bcferries.com. Join us or participate 
online and help BCF shape the list of your community priorities!
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

At The Legion
SUNDAY JULY 14 @ 6pm, Children of 
Ukraine fundraiser! Prime Rib dinner, $75 pp. 
Tickets available at the Legion & Inspirations. 
If you are interested in donating  items or 
services for the auction, please call Sally at 250 
285 3608.

SATURDAY JULY 20 @ 8:30pm, Cove’s 
Album release party! All original music that 
gets you moving. $10

SATURDAY JULY 27 DJ Technautica for an 
80s dance party.

SATURDAY AUGUST 10 Roots Round Up, $20

QI Outdoor Club
Upcoming Events
NOW IT’S HOT, but beautiful. There’s lots to 
do, but we’re trying to stay cool.  Here are the 
upcoming events:
15–17 JULY, MON-WED  Hike and camp in 
the Gold River area
24 JULY, WEDNESDAY  Hike to Newton 
Lake, Small Inlet and Waiatt Bay
31 JULY, WEDNESDAY  Hike an Eagle Crag 
loop
7 JULY, WEDNESDAY  Hike a Thompson 
Trail–Hopespring Loop
20–22 AUGUST, TUES TO THURS  Kayaking 
and camping in Granite Bay and beyond

The details for these outings are available 
at: https://qioutdoorclub.org/schedule-
summer-2024/       

For more information about the Outdoor 
Club visit https://qioutdoorclub.org/ or email 
to qioutdoorclub@gmail.com 

Saturday 
Market 
THERE IS nothing so good as 
handmade! Quadra Market is 
hopping with gorgeous pottery and 
jewelry, fresh farm produce and 
baking, preserves and vinegars, 
baskets and leather, lotions and 
soaps, and always so much more. 
Saturdays 10 to 2 on the field beside 
Café Aroma. Great live music line 
up:
JULY 13 Dave Blinzinger
JULY 20 John Toelle

KEEP THESE NUMBERS HANDY:
If you see signs of wildfire

Call 1 800 663 5555  or  911 or  text *5555 on your cell phone

Like To Trash Talk? 
GOT YOUR ATTENTION? The Comox 
Strathcona Waste Management team will be 
at Café Aroma on Friday, July 19 from 2 to 
5pm to get your thoughts, input and questions 
regarding CSWM updating their Solid Waste 
Management Plan (read at cswm.ca/swmp).
We need to get serious about the garbage (and 
recycling) issue on Quadra. So drop into Café
Aroma for a coffee (bring your own mug), and 
give your opinion.
ICAN Live Lightly team

BBQ at Tru Value 
to Support Young 
Musicians Fund
THE QUADRA ISLAND Young Musicians 
Fund is hosting a BBQ Fundraiser on Saturday, 
July 27, 11am to 2pm in front of the Q Cove 
Tru Value. There will be live music by young 
musicians on the grassy area between the Tru 
Value and Book Bonanza. Feel free to join in 
and jam! Burgers, smokies, hotdogs, drinks 
and home baking for sale. All proceeds go to 
supporting kids on Quadra learn to play music!
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QUADR A ISLAND FARMSTANDS

SHOP
DISCOVERY ISLANDERS

LOCAL

QuadraIsland.ca

Find your way 
around online...

Little Orchard Market 
1406 Hooley Road
Homemade and homegrown goods. 
Featuring local makers, artisans, 
gardeners and bakers. 

Include Your Farmstand 
If you’d like to include your farmstand in a 
future printing send us your stand/farm name, 
a brief description and location. 

Ardent Acres Homestead
1360 West Road
Pay What You Can Farm Stand, 
Produce, Bouquets, Eggs.

Red Cedar Farmstead
438 Alder Place (off Cedar)
Community supported agriculture June to 
September. Seasonal produce May to October 
stocked Wednesdays at 10am & Saturdays during 
summer. Teas, candles, soaps & cards.

Foot Forward Farm 
512 Walker Road
Non-GMO Quadra Pastured Pork and Sheep 
sausage, please call for service. 250-850-7318

Dirtco 
Q-Cove plaza in front of On Root Greenhouse
Organic vegetables and cut flowers. Open June-
September. Farmer’s Market at same location 
Saturdays 10am-2pm during growing season 
with flower arrangements made on-site and a 
wide variety of fresh produce. Full range of floral 
services: delivery and subscriptions.

6:30 am
†7:30 am 

††8:00 am 
8:30 am
9:00 am

**9:30 am  
10:00 am
10:30 am
11:00 am
11:30 am
12:40 pm 

1:05 pm
1:30 pm
2:00 pm
2:30 pm
3:00 pm
3:30 pm 
4:00 pm
4:30 pm
5:00 pm
5:25 pm
5:50 pm
6:15 pm
6:45 pm
8:10 pm 
9:05 pm
9:55 pm

10:40 pm
*11:30 pm

Leave Quathiaski Cove
6:05 am 

†7:00 am
††7:30 am

8:00 am 
8:30 am
9:00 am
9:30 am 

10:00 am
10:30 am
11:00 am 
11:30 am
12:40 pm 

1:05 pm
1:30 pm
2:00 pm
2:30 pm
3:00 pm
3:30 pm 
4:00 pm

**4:30 pm
5:00 pm
5:25 pm
5:50 pm
6:15 pm
7:10 pm
8:40 pm
9:30 pm

10:20 pm
*11:05 pm

Leave Campbell River

Ferry Schedule

† Daily except Sundays; Dec 25 & Jan 1
† † Daily except Saturdays and Sundays

* Fridays and Saturdays only
** Tuesdays: Dangerous Cargo, no passengers or cars 

Summer Ferry Schedule June 20, 2024 to September 2, 2024 

Schooner Snack Shack
1525 Schooner Road
Gluten Free/ Dairy Free Macaroons available year 
round. Seasonal Produce and GF Baked Goods.
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COVER STORY

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE to discuss the origins and history of Walcan without 
talking about my father, Bill Pirie. He would have been completely 
thrilled to see us hit this milestone.  I’m sure he is here in spirit, likely 
doing one-armed pushups Jack Palance-style from the 64th Academy 
Awards.

When Dad finished his first year of college at Washington State 
University, he decided to travel to Cordova, Alaska with one of his 
best friends  for a summer job at a fish processing plant called Far 
East Trading Company. This was owned by Dad’s future father-in-law, 
Tommy Yee. The Alaska salmon season meant sufficient hours and pay 
that he could bank enough money to pay for the entire school year the 
next fall. 

A taxi service would pick up workers at the bunkhouse in the morning, 
take them to the plant and charge the fare to Far East. My Grandpa 
Tommy was impressed that my dad would decide to walk to work 
instead, although this was probably less to do with saving the company 
money and more to do with the fact that Dad just liked the walk to work 
in the morning in Alaska.

Dad continued to work summers in Alaska with Tommy up until he 
finished college with a history degree. At that point in time, he had 
planned to become a high school teacher, but after graduation he was 
drafted into the Vietnam war. He did a one year tour in Vietnam and 
finished the second year of his service in Oklahoma.

When he returned, he realized that he missed the fish business. He 
set aside his plans of being a high school teacher. Grampa Tommy had 
moved to Dad’s hometown of Tacoma and started another business there 
called Olympic Fish Company. He gave Dad the opportunity to buy 
shares with the money Dad had saved from the service.

In the meantime, Dad met Mary, my mom and Tommy’s daughter. She 
was working as a secretary for Olympic Fish and they started dating. 

Dad and Grampa wanted to form a new company in Canada and go 
into the herring sport bait market, but were unsure exactly where the 
best spot might be to find the herring. As fortune would have it, Gordon 
Brodie from Campbell River, one of my Grandpa’s friends, was at my 
Grandpa’s house when they were discussing it. Gordon told them that he 
knew Campbell River had a lot of migratory herring that would hold in 
certain locations throughout the fall and winter. 

My parents, who by now were newly married, got into their truck and 
drove up to check out Quadra Island in mid-1974. Dad launched the 
first herring season in October of 1974, and eventually ended up trading 
his Olympic Fish shares to my grandpa for Grampa’s shares in the new 
company, Walcan Seafood Ltd. Walcan stood for ‘Washington, Alaska, 
Canada’ which was the journey that the seafood industry had taken my 
father on at that point in his life.

The first couple of seasons packing sport herring saw my parents 
leasing a room from April Point on Quadra Island. Workers would pack 

bait onto trays which would then move on a set of rollers into a frozen sea 
container that had a hole in the door and could be utilized as a
makeshift blast freezer. These first seasons for Walcan were filled with 
really great memories for both of my parents. City people up to this 
point, they were excited to start this new adventure together on tiny 
Quadra Island. In 
the summers they 
custom-canned 
sport-caught salmon, 
insuring each person 
received exactly 
the same fish they 
had brought in. 
They were making 
it work, even when 
it meant sleeping 
on stacks of master 
cartons upstairs in 
the packaging room 
because it wasn’t 
worth taking the extra 
time to drive home 
before work again the next day. They saw many sunrises as they sat on 
the April Point dock, waiting for the last cook of salmon to finish. The 
business was doing well, but my parents knew they needed more room to 
do things the way they wanted to.

Early in 1977 when my mom was very pregnant with me, they ended 
up taking a drive with a real estate broker down a 6 km dirt logging road 
that had not seen vehicle traffic in years. The broker and my Dad were 
both excited; the piece of property they were going to look at was big, 
almost 30 acres and it had access to deep water for boat moorage and 
offloading – just what they needed.

In 1977 they sold their house in Tacoma, Washington, and used the 
proceeds to purchase the piece of property where they constructed 
our first processing building for Walcan. There was an old house on 
the property that had been used as the bunk house for the Ripple Rock 
demolition back in 1958. Because it was located

Simmons Contracting
Driveways • Drainage • Rock work

Eamon: 250-204-0269
esimmonscontracting@gmail.com

Kanish Bay Waterfront

250.203.8652

ReneeStone@QuadraIsland.ca

Stunning 6 acres of Kanish Bay waterfront. High-quality home, 
three level, 2 bedroom, 3 bath plus den. Ocean views from 
covered, wraparound deck. Main bedroom has walk-in closet, 
ensuite & vaulted ceilings. Main �oor: Wood-stove, deck access, 
den, pantry, & bathroom. Walkout-basement has large family 
room, bathroom, & second bedroom. Energy-e�cient, easy to 
maintain. Includes: Private cabin with sleeping loft, plus fully- 
serviced RV site, over-height 24x30ft 2-bay garage/workshop.

Renée
Stone

$1,395,000
MLS: 968117

Advance Realty

50 Years for Walcan Seafood Ltd!

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

As Mary says, this 1979 picture is from the days “when Bill 
still had electrified hair” and Mary’s was “still mostly black!”
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next to the water where their new building needed to be, it was moved 
a little farther up the hill. This was the house I grew up in until I was 12 
years old, and now many of our employees are able to call it their home 
in Canada. There was also an old cookhouse, which is still used as our 
maintenance shop to this day.

Luckily this was still part of the boom years for the salmon industry. 
My dad was approached by a group of Japanese businessmen who had 
sincere interest in the nearby Johnstone Straits sockeye. Our location 
meant that the fish could be processed a day or more earlier than other 
companies who were still offloading their boats in Vancouver.

Throughout the 80’s growing up I saw that the plant was added onto 
several times: more freezers, more room for processing and a large 
shipping freezer. Walcan’s reputation in Japan became known as the 
top brand for sockeye due to the skill and professionalism with which 
the company worked. We expanded in Japan, and started our own sales 
office in Otake City which was run by Ted Komatsu. One of Ted’s famous 
quotes was: “The best salmon are sockeye and come from the West 
Coast of Canada. The best sockeye on that coast come from Johnstone 
Straits and the best sockeye from Johnstone Straits come from Walcan.”

Besides freezing fish, we built a canning line and started canning 
premium sockeye from fresh that was sold on the Japan Shop Channel 
and in the Mitsukoshi Department store. We cold smoked bacon-pack 
lox. We ran successful programs with sujiko and ikura from the roe from 
all of the salmon.

In those days the salmon season started in May and really didn’t finish 
until late October. There were blossoming markets for all of the grades 
and species and we had a loyal fleet of vessels composed of seiners, 
gillnetters and trollers.

The sport bait herring program continued every winter. We tried our 
hand at roe herring several times. We kept experimenting, even though 

not every new thing we tried worked out as we hoped  it would. Some, 
however, worked out really well, such as the retort pouch line, for which 
we received the first processing license issued in Canada in 1994.

In the 90’s the commercial salmon fishing was less frenetic. There was a 
little less fish and Japan was not the market driver that it had been in the 
80’s because of 
its economy, 
but there was 
a new industry 
that was 
starting to show 
legs in BC: 
farmed salmon.  

We custom 
processed 
farmed salmon 
and in 1999 
built another 
building on 
the property 
for primary 
processing. During wild salmon season it gave us the extra horsepower 
we needed to keep up on the big days, and the farmed salmon industry 
gave us more steady work in the off season.

We were the largest employer on Quadra for many years.  At one point 
we had 260 employees on staff, which made us a larger employer than 
the hospital, school district or the mine in Campbell River (the pulp mill 
was closed by then).  

The 2000’s brought more challenges. In order to keep the business 
going without having to let employees go, we needed to build more 
programs while also finding more key people. My dad retired (although 
his definition of retirement still saw him spending plenty of time at 
the plant; I asked him one time what retirement meant to him and his 
response was “I only have to do the parts of the business that are fun”).  
He and Norm, our Vice President of Sales, came off the payroll. At about 
the same time our Marine Manager and our Plant Manager left the 
company.

We started building a new management team, that was focused 
on adaptability and taking advantage of opportunities that we could 
generate. What was important to me was the same thing that had always 
been the most important to my dad: that we had enough work year 
round to keep our core group busy and not have to lay people off.

In March of 2020 we still did not have quite the right mix of programs 
to keep us balanced, but we were getting closer until COVID upset our 
apple cart and impacted life and international business. We had just 
finished putting up retort-cooked salmon packages that are shelf-stable 
(sold in airports and gift stores – no longer

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

A painting by a Japanese artist named Iwabuchi, on a visit to 
the plant with friends. He painted designs for some of Walcan’s 

packaging, notably the beautiful prawn boxes.
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• Or you can leave it at our
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• The mail works too! Box 280,  
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For free inspiration give us a call
Rowan Growcott-Weeks
250-203-4566

O�ering Quadra's most diverse 
set of building skills...
Let us manage all your
home improvement dreams

viable options due to travel bans), sport bait 
herring (used by fishing lodges driven by 
tourism – non-existent at the time) and had 
invested several million dollars in spot prawn 
season which would start in two months 
(which was driven by restaurant business – 
no one could go out to eat). It was a critical 
crossroads for us as a company. 

Some customers and wholesalers were 
going bankrupt, many of the medium sized 
companies were being purchased by the titans 
of industry, and borders were still locked 
down.

We started the Tide to Table program to 
move stranded product to local consumers. 
Because we were unable to find enough 
workers locally, we also started the Temporary 
Foreign Worker program which helped 
to rebuild the floor of the plant with great 
employees. At the same time we started to 
make changes in our Senior Management, 
both on the sales and the financial sides of the 
company.

More companies in the industry were bought 
or went out of business. We were becoming the 
last of the family owned and operated seafood 
companies in BC, and we were becoming one 
of the few successful ones.

The seafood industry is incredibly 
challenging and unpredictable. You do not 
have the choices that you have in other natural 
resource industries. You are forced to pay 
competitive prices for  raw product today, 
without knowing what the market prices 
and demand for sales will be tomorrow. You 
must stay in constant contact with all of your 
markets, suppliers, and competition. You 
are always changing what you are doing in 
your company. Sometimes a crew will need 
to change what they are working on multiple 
times in one day, let alone in one year. 

Despite all of these challenges, we are 
making it work as a team. We have brought 
year round stability to our workforce and 
have continued to build new inroads with 
customers, markets and programs we 
previously would have thought impossible.

COVER STORY

This October we will celebrate 50 years. It 
is a huge accomplishment in any industry, but 
to be able to say that in today’s seafood market 
is something really special. My father would 
be proud of everything we’ve accomplished 
together. One of the best things we can do 
in light of his passing is honour the legacy 
he built and continue to build upon it. My 
dad, Bill Pirie, was always kind, generous 
and honorable. I intend for those tenets of 
our company to carry us into the future. He 
was also humble to a fault. He wouldn’t tell 
you, but here are some of the things we have 
accomplished together:

1. We’ve put smoked salmon onto the 
space shuttle multiple times so Canadian and 
American astronauts could enjoy it in zero 
gravity on Canada Day. We’ve handed it out in 
the gift bags at the Oscars. We’ve provided the 
salmon for an inaugural Presidential Dinner 
in the U.S. and have sent it to fine dining 
restaurants where our Prime Minister found it 
on his menu.

2. We’ve sold fresh salmon into the European 
Union via airplane into some of the largest 
retailers in Europe.

3. We have gone from being one of the 
largest spot prawn suppliers in the world, 
down to being one of the smallest, and are 
now the largest without contest in 2024. At 
the same time we have rebuilt our reputation 
as producing the highest quality spot prawns 
internationally.

4. We are the only seafood company in 
Canada doing over 100 tons of ikura (salmon 
roe) in a year. Most companies simply throw 
the eggs away. There are only two other 
producers and they do less than 10 tons 
annually. Our ikura travels all over the world to 
many different markets and customers.

5. We’ve successfully started selling in the 
Canadian retail market with a portfolio of 
fresh, frozen and processed products that 
stretches across the country with many 
retailers.

6. We are still the only company in Canada 
producing sport bait grade herring, just as we 
did in 1974.

7. We continue to buy and process fish from 
Washington, Alaska and Canada, just as my 
Dad’s journey started in the seafood business 
50 years ago.
Cam Pirie

Bill and Mary (appropriately hairnetted for entry!) in 2005.
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Rock the Island! Band Camp 
for Young Musicians
THE QUADRA ISLAND Young Musicians Fund is excited to announce 
that we will be holding another music camp this summer!  This year 
the theme is rock n’ roll and pop!  It will be for kids aged 8 to 18 who 
play an instrument or sing, and want to be a part of a rock band for two 
days!  The instructor is Rick Bossom, a skilled musician and teacher 
from the Comox Valley. We will also be doing some sectionals with 
some of the musicians from the Festival of Chamber Music and other 
local musicians so that kids can get some tips and tricks on playing 
their instruments!

The camp will be held on July 9 and 10, 10am to 4pm, at the Youth 
Centre and Band Hall in Cape Mudge. We are so fortunate that the 
Cape Mudge Band and the Festival of Chamber Music are both co-
sponsoring this event, and the YMF has been busy fundraising for it, so 
the camp will be by donation (if you wish to make one) and lunch will 
be provided using our Tru Value Spirit points! Parents and volunteers 
Jen Banks-Doll and Aura Haydon will be at the camp at all times to 
help with logistics.

To register for the camp, please email us at quadrayoungmusicians@
gmail.com and we will send you the registration form link. Space is 
limited, so act soon!

Way To Go: Death As 
Part of Life
 QUADRA ISLAND Way To Go works to integrate 
death as a natural part of community life by:  
• Initiating conversations, providing education, and 

encouraging people to plan ahead on issues related to end-of-life, and 
• Empowering, guiding, and supporting the practice and process of 
caring for our own dead and dying, in community.

Way To Go began on Quadra in 2017, inspired by a talk given by Dale 
Presley of the Salish Sea Hospice Society. The conversation started 
with a small group of people, and regular monthly meetings soon 
followed. 

 In the spring of 2021, a group of volunteers were trained to guide, 
support, and assist families through the practice of caring for their own 
dead and dying. We have since gathered more supplies, equipment, 
and knowledge. Often a person who dies on Quadra can be buried on 
Quadra, without their body leaving the island. The bodies of those 
who have died in a hospital or care facility can be transported back 
to the island, and be tended to and prepared for burial by their loved 
ones. There are also trained death doulas who can be paid directly 
for their services. The website communityleddeathcare.ca has more 
information. 

 Way To Go strives to create more choices in our community for 
death and after death care. We have worked with the Quadra Island 
Cemetery Society (QICS) to designate an area in the community 
cemetery for natural (green) burial. This project continues, as we work 
to establish pathways, plant trees, and build a communal memorial 
structure.

 Talking about our fears and past experiences with death often 
leads to an expanded openness towards life. In learning about the 
options available and having guidance, support, and assistance, we 
are empowered to make choices that align with who we are and what 
is important to us. When death is something that happens inside a 
community of people, it becomes a shared experience.    

 It is our belief that talking about death, learning more about it, and 
navigating it with more knowledge, support, and courage, is life-
affirming.

 Stop by and say hello at the Farmer’s Market on July 20. Our 
monthly meetings resume in September. See way2go.ca for more 
information,and all previously written articles.
Margaret Verschuur

WAY TO GO

Like the DI
on FaceBook

Writer Sara Cassidy Gives 
Workshops on Quadra
SARA CASSIDY has written many award-winning books for children of 
all ages. Besides her obvious love and talent at writing for young people, 
she has published poems and short stories in Geist, The Malahat Review 
and other literary journals, as well as contributing feature articles and 
reviews to publications like the Globe and Mail and the Winnipeg Free 
Press.

She has worked as an editor, writing instructor, reporter – and even as 
a tree planter in five Canadian provinces! Don’t miss this opportunity to 
take part in workshops being given by a prolific and engaging writer on 
our own home turf.

Sara is doing readings from her books and offering a writing workshop 
for kids (ages 8 to 12) at the Quadra Library, on Friday July 19 from 11am 
to 12 noon. Look for posters on the island; you can call the library at 250 
285 2216 to register. There’s space for 12 participants. 

On Saturday July 20 Sara presents a writing workshop for adults at the 
Quadra Community Centre, from 9am to noon. To register email Sara at 
sarascassidy@gmail.com.   
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REGIONAL DIRECTORS REPORT

NEXT DISCOVERY ISLANDER DEADLINE
Monday, July 22 @ 7pm 

Hello! Here’s a short interruption in your gardening, beach 
walking, and sun-drenched busyness: a summer SRD 
update.  

TYEE PLAZA PARKING
In November 2023 several islanders asked me for information after they 
received warnings for parking overnight in Tyee Plaza, and the Board 
supported my request for a staff report on the issue of the Tyee Plaza 
parking covenant. The report was released in late June.  

The report determined that in 1960 a 6.53-acre portion of the Tyee 
Plaza was reserved as a "free public parking lot" when transferred 
from the Crown to private interests. It also identified that vehicle 
parking allowances at Tyee Plaza have a long history and some of the 
documentation is not readily available. 

The parking restrictions/allowances that were included at the time 
the Tyee Plaza property was originally transferred by Crown grant 
are believed to still apply to the property. A subsequent title search 
suggests that there is not a separate covenant in place to deal with 
parking allowances at this location. Staff advised that further research 
would be requiredto verify their conclusion; the Board did not move to 
continue the investigation at this time.  

In summary, it appears overnight parking is permitted. Hopefully this 
provides clarity to the folks who utilize overnight parking in Tyee 
Plaza for access to their employment; please let me know if there are 
further overnight parking warnings. Read the report and view the 
original certificate of land purchase here: bit.ly/PlazaParking 

AQUACULTURE REGULATION BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT  
In response to constituent correspondence regarding an Evans Bay 
aquaculture tenure, staff produced a report which responds to the 
questions asked. These questions include who has jurisdiction over 
aquaculture sites; who has the authority and responsibility to enforce 
compliance; and what are the public notification and consultation 
requirements for aquaculture licensing.  

The report also provides clarification on the current status of the 
aquaculture license held by Island Sea Farms to operate a mussel 
farm in Evans Bay near Read Island. In May 2022, a renewal for this 
tenure was referred to the SRD for comment. The SRD responded that 
support for this renewal was contingent upon a successful application 
to rezone the tenure area to Aquaculture Two (AQ-2) to bring the 
existing shellfish farm into compliance with the Desolation Sound 
Rural Land Use Bylaw. Although an application to rezone this site has 
not been received by the SRD, staff report the Province renewed this 
license on June 10, 2023 for ten years. It remains to be determined if 
the license has conditions. 

The SRD is responsible for enforcement of local zoning. However, 
a recently obtained legal opinion states, “The SRD does not have the 
jurisdiction to zone aquaculture cultivation below the surface of the 
water”. This opinion is based on case law stating that aquaculture 
regulation in BC falls within federal jurisdiction, except for marine/
aquatic plants, which are regulated by the Province as part of their 
authority over agriculture.  

 In the case of the Island Sea Farms license in question, considering 
the language within the zoning bylaw, the proposed use would be 
non-compliant and a rezoning would be required. However, the recent 
legal opinion shows the limits of local government authority to zone 
below the surface of the water. Therefore, it’s unlikely the SRD has the 
authority to regulate the type of aquaculture or activities that occur 
below the ocean surface. It is suggested that the SRD’s zoning bylaw is 
more restrictive than it has the authority to be. Read the whole report 
here: bit.ly/AquacultureAuthority 

SHORT TERM RENTALS: BYLAW UPDATE HEADS TO PUBLIC 
HEARING  
The Provincial Short-Term Rental Accommodations Act has mandated 
that zoning bylaws define & regulate short-term rentals (STRs), 
and the Quadra Island Zoning Bylaw requires updating to include 
an STR definition and to specify where they are permitted. The 
draft bylaw permits STRs in all zones as an accessory to residential 
use. There’s a Public Hearing scheduled for Wednesday September 11, 
6:30pm at the Quadra Community Centre. 

BC FERRY AUTHORITY APPOINTMENT 
I’d like to offer congratulations to Quadra Island resident (and former 
Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure) Claire Trevena on her 
recent appointment to the BC Ferry Authority Board of Directors. In 
June the SRD Board received a letter from the Authority, explaining that 
they carefully considered four submitted nominees and selected Claire 
Trevena. She will serve as a director for a three-year term, effective April 
1, 2024. Claire Trevena was nominated by the qathet Regional District. 
 
CONNECT 
Thank you for reading! You can also find this report with links to 
the referenced SRD reports at robynmawhinney.ca/directors-
reports (and in your inbox if you’re a subscriber). You’re welcome 
to connect and share your concerns or questions with me, you can 
email rmawhinney@srd.ca or call 250.203.2468. 
Until next time, 
Respectfully and sincerely, 
Robyn Mawhinney 
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8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday to Friday

We are a $10 Day Childcare Centre

Find us online
quadrachildrenscentre.com

School Age Programs
Quadra Kids
Grades 1-5

Wonderful Leaf
K - Grade 1

Preschool Program
3 to 5 years

(Exemptions may be available 
for 2.5-year old's; please inquire)

Email  us at
news @discoveryislands.ca

Drop off your item at Inspirations 
in Quathiaski Cove

Bring it to our office
at 701 Cape Mudge Road
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Heightened 
Demand for 911 
with Hot Weather 
Ahead
WITH HOT WEATHER in the forecast, first 
responders are preparing for a busy weekend 
ahead, and E-Comm is asking British 
Columbians to help keep 9-1-1 lines free for 
emergencies only.

During summer months, emergency 
communications centres typically see more 
calls for service, with more people outdoors 
enjoying the sunshine at beaches, parks, 
patios and attractions.  

Of those calls, hundreds will be made by 
mistake, and the impact can be detrimental as 
they take critical resources away from people 
in emergencies who need them the most. 

“Our call-takers and dispatchers play 
a critical role in public safety, helping 
to connect the public with our first 
responder partners on the ground during an 
emergency situation,” says E-Comm 9-1-1’s 
Communications Manager Carly Paice. “The 
public can help us help keep 9-1-1 free for 
emergencies, by storing devices carefully to 
avoid accidental dials and staying on the line 
with 9-1-1 should you call in error. This allows 
our call takers to be able to quickly move on 
to assist with an emergency call.”

For more tips on preventing and knowing 
what to do if you call 9-1-1 in error, visit our 
website.

In addition to preventing pocket dials to 
9-1-1, E-Comm has compiled a list of tips and 
resources to help you and your family stay 
safe through the warm weather ahead.

• If you have health questions on heat-
related symptoms, call 8-1-1 to speak with a 
public health nurse. If you, or someone else is 
in medical distress, call 9-1-1.

• Elevated heat may increase risk of 
wildfire. To report a wildfire, unattended 
campfire, or open burning violation, call 1 800 
663-5555 toll-free or *5555 on a cellphone.

• Follow information and updates about 
heat warnings via Emergency Info BC.

• Spend time in air-conditioned spaces. 
Check with your local city services for 
information about cooling facilities.

• Check in on vulnerable friends, family and 
neighbours.

• Know your location, especially if you are 
camping, travelling, hiking or spending time 

in an area that is new to you. An exact address 
is always best, but landmarks and cross streets 
will also help us find you in an emergency.

• Keep non-urgent matters off 9-1-1. If 
you need non-urgent help for the police (for 
example, you return from a day at the beach 
to find your car has been broken into) call 
your local 10-digit non-emergency number or 
file a report online. Visit nonemergency.ca to 
learn more.
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THE QUADR A PROJECT

Home, Sweet Home 
WE ARE JUST beginning to register the full 
implications of climate change, and if we 
take a moment to think about them, they are 
sobering. A feature in The Economist (April 
13, 2024) is particularly disquieting because 
of its assessment of the risk to our homes, the 
largest single investment that we have and 
the place where we go for peace, privacy and 
security.

But take note of the frequency and severity 
of miscellaneous weather events that are 
threatening, damaging or destroying homes. 
Storms, floods, wildfires and coastal erosion 
are just a sample of the catastrophes that can 
impact where we live. By The Economist's 
estimate, “About a tenth of the world's 
residential property by value is under threat, 
...and by one estimate, climate change and 
the fight against it could wipe out 9% of the 
value of the world's housing by 2050—which 
amounts to $25 trillion.” As The Economist 
points out, “Property is the world's most 
important asset class, accounting for an 
estimated two-thirds of global wealth. 
Homes are at the heart of many of the 
world's most important financial markets... 
.” A wholesale threat to them threatens the 
entire financial system.

Some places on the planet are clearly 
aware of the risks of climate change. Villages 
and communities in northern Canada know 
about the impact of forest fires. The Fort 
McMurray blaze in 2016 burned 2,579 homes 
and caused $3.58 billion in insured damage, 
the most expensive in Canada's history. Areas 
in California have been wiped clean of homes 
by wildfires. Towns in the US have been 
flattened by tornadoes. But Germany didn't 
expect to have freak storms wash away entire 
streets—$40 billion in damages. England 
and Brazil are subject to the same surprises. 
Nor was Derna in Libya prepared for a wall 
of water that washed a swath of the city 
and 11,300 people into the Mediterranean. 
And to have Dubai, Bahrain and Oman 
flooded by torrential rain is more than 
unusual. Northern Italy was hit by a surprise 
thunderstorm in the summer of 2023—
hailstones as big as 19 cm in diameter (7.5 
inches, if you still think in imperial terms) 
denting cars and breaking tiles, skylights 
and solar panels, at an insurance cost of $4.8 
billion in damages.

Some damage to homes is caused by 
quite unexpected climate-related events. In 
London, for example, 1.8 million homes are 
expected to suffer cracking by the repeated 
drying and subsidence of the clay upon 
which they are built. In Amsterdam, because 

of the boggy soil upon which homes were 
built, wooden pilings were driven into the 
muck to support the structures. This worked 
fine as long as the pilings stayed wet and 
away from oxygen. Now, however, with 
drier and hotter weather, the water level is 
dropping, the pilings are beginning to rot, 
and the houses are beginning to collapse. 
Remedial work per house could cost more 
than $100,000.

In Florida, which seems to be a state in a 
state of denial, real estate values continue to 
soar, despite the threat of rising sea levels 
and a frequent battering by hurricanes, 
storm surges, and tropical deluges that cause 
extensive damage. According to Insurify, a 
Florida insurance company, “the average 
annual premium for a typical single-family 
home in the state is likely to hit $11,759 this 
year.” To prevent a financial catastrophe 
for homeowners and to keep the real 
estate market from collapsing, the Florida 
government is exposed to $423 billion by 
insuring homes that “other insurers deem 
too risky to cover.”

These staggeringly large sums of money 
are an indicator of what presently exists 
and what lies ahead for humanity, for its 
security, and for its prosperity, if we do 
not immediately and radically reduce our 
greenhouse gas emissions. Unfortunately, the

$25 trillion in expected damage to homes 
by 2050—just 26 years from now—is what is 
already slated because we can't go back and 
reset the climate situation. We have been 
warned for half a century that we are on such 
a trajectory. Even during the last 30 years 

of concerted effort by the United Nations, 
emissions have continued to go up rather 
than down. As we are learning, no place is 
immune to the consequences.

Even in remote and bucolic Quadra 
Island we are feeling the effects of climate 
change. For example, house insurance rates 
have been increasing dramatically over the 
last several years, forcing some people to 
reconsider the security of such coverage. The 
Strathcona Regional District, the Discovery 
Islander and Bird's Eye offer frequent public 
reminders that homeowners should be 
taking protective measures against the risk 
of forest fires. The old innocence is gone. 
Meanwhile, hot and dry summers threaten 
the supply of potable water, particularly 
from surface wells, but drilled wells may also 
be at risk.

All weather extremes are directly 
correlated to the rise in global land and 
ocean temperatures, with the resulting 
increase in humidity, storm severity and 
heat events. The statistics are making this 
trend abundantly clear. More worrisome, 
perhaps, than the pervasive threat to our 
homes, is how easily we adapt to this new 
climate reality, a psychological dynamic that 
renders us much too docile as consumers 
and citizens. If we think that addressing 
climate change is expensive, the study in 
The Economist is giving us the cost of the 
alternative.
Ray Grigg
for Sierra Quadra
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PASSAGES

William Robert Pirie
August 19, 1946 – June 17, 2024

AT THE AGE of 28, Bill Pirie and his brand new bride moved from 
Bill’s birthplace of Tacoma, WA, to pursue a new business adventure 
in British Columbia. While attending Washington State University to 
become a teacher, Bill spent each summer working at a fish cannery in 
Cordova, Alaska. After Bill served his mandatory 2 years in the army, 
he realized he preferred the fish business. The owner of the Alaskan 
cannery had started a business in Tacoma and he and Bill became 
partners. That man’s eldest child was Mary Yee, who became Bill’s life 
partner and teammate for the next 50 years.

Herring and pure luck brought the newlyweds to Quadra Island. At 
first the infant Walcan Seafoods Ltd. operated out of the tiny April 
Point Cannery. A couple of successful years necessitated a move to 
Walcan’s present location at the end of Missing Links Road. In Walcan’s 
50-year history Bill employed thousands of people. The parents of 
many a summer employee thanked him for “teaching my kid how to 
work; and for creating a desire to stay in school because they didn’t 
want to pack fish for the rest of their life!”

Bill served on a number of boards and projects over the years, but 
one of the greatest pleasures in his life (and his family’s) were the years 
he coached his sons’ baseball teams. He was patient and encouraging. 
Sometimes he took his team to a gym or to a Campbell River driving 
range as a team-building exercise. The Pirie family was happily steeped 
in baseball each season.  

Growing up a golfer and playing on teams in high school and college 
led to Bill’s love of the sport and a deep wish to share that enjoyment 
with others. A core group of like-minded Quadra Islanders made 
several unsuccessful attempts over the years to create a course. Finally 
in 2001 the group found a property that would work, and with great 
patience, local island investors and dozens of volunteers, that wish 
was fulfilled in 2012. Bill’s and the board’s passion and hard work 
for the past 24 years resulted in the Quadra Island Golf Course, a 
new clubhouse, restaurant and mini-golf. Bill was thrilled that it had 
become a place that entire families could enjoy and would go daily for 
an hour or so just to see how things were running.

Bill’s heart belonged to his family, friends and the Quadra Island 
community. When focused on a project he could always be counted 
upon to give it his all. He was curious about other people’s stories, 

believed in second 
chances and was 
humble to a fault. 
He was a man of 
honour and integrity. 
He took quiet (and 
sometimes not 
so quiet) pride in 
his sons and their 
wonderful wives: 
Cam (Sheri), Reid 
(Lindsay) and 
Brandon (Katie).  He 
took big grin-delight 
in grandchildren 
Breagha (Brandon), 
Braeden, Katie, Mill, 
Kylie and August.

Our family has 
deep appreciation 
for the Quadra Island 
Fire Department , its 

volunteers and the first responders. Thank you.
A Celebration of Bill’s Life will be held at the Quadra Island Golf 

Club on July 27 at 4 pm. As the number of chairs will be limited, it is 
suggested that you bring your own. If you would like to volunteer to 
help put on this event, please send your name and contact information 
to sarahbradshaw@royallepage.ca. Maybe some of the next generation?

The Return of Campbell 
River’s ‘Live Streets’
LIVE MUSIC, ART and dance will return to Shoppers Row in downtown 
Campbell River this summer when the City of Campbell River’s 
(the City’s) 2024 CR Live Streets summer event series launches on 
Wednesday, July 24. The popular series will bring free, family-friendly 
entertainment events to Shoppers Row every Wednesday from July 24 
through August 28.

CR Live Streets is an award-winning event series that’s put on by 
the City in partnership with the Tidemark Theatre and Highway 19 
Concerts. We also gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the 
Province of British Columbia.  CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

EVENTS IN CR
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PASSAGES

Building for and employing 
islanders since 1980

• BC licensed 
residential builder

• Custom homes
and renovations

• Resort and
commercial buildings

• Energy efficient
homes

• Cost effective design

J. Toelle Construction Ltd

250.285.3783 • info@jtoelle.com • www.jtoelle.com

Frank Max Boas
March 10, 1939 – June 24, 2024
FRANK DIED PEACEFULLY at home, as he 
wished, surrounded by the love of his family 
and friends. He’s free at last to explore the 
endless beauty of life beyond life.

Known on Quadra for 22 years as an artist, 
photographer and gardener of unusual plants, 
he especially enjoyed his friendships at Quadra 
Circle’s Activity Program in recent years. His 
love of nature, spiritual curiosity, wry humour, 
quirky words, gentle kindness and love of his 

family endeared him to many. His photographs 
in the Plants of Northern BC guidebook and 
his expertise in moss identification are another 
legacy to us.  Dementia took his memory but 
never his lovingkindness.

Donations in his memory can be made to 
Quadra Circle: www.quadracircle.ca or to 
Quadra Circle’s account at Coastal Community 
Credit Union’s Quadra branch.

Frank’s wife, Maureen McDowell, her 
extended family, their daughter, Susan Laidlaw 
(Ron) and grandchildren Maxeen Cameron 
(Stephen), Isabel ‘Izzy’ Laidlaw and Jadon 
Laidlaw miss him greatly.

They are thankful for the compassionate 
care of Monica Dunlop, NP at Quadra 
Medical Clinic, friend Jude McCormick, the 
Community Care Services Palliative Care 
& Home Support teams and our Quadra 
Paramedics.

On Monday, July 15, 2024 from 12:30-1:30 
pm Frank will be celebrated at Quadra Circle’s 
Seniors Activity Program at Quadra Legion on 
West Road. Please join us for dessert and share 
your memories of Frank. 

“The award-winning CR Live Streets 
summer event series spotlights downtown 
Campbell River as an entertainment 
hub, filled with music, art, dance and 
tremendous community spirit,” says Mayor 
Kermit Dahl. “As part of the City’s efforts to 
revitalize downtown, CR Live Streets draws 
thousands of people to Shoppers Row to 
experience all that downtown Campbell River 
and its business community offers — exciting 
entertainment, fabulous food, superb shopping 
and so much more! Come along and join the 
fun!”

Here is this year’s lineup: 
• JULY 24: Blues Night, 6:30pm
Groove with us as we welcome the talented 
Garret T. Willie and opening act Luke Blu 
Guthrie for an electrifying night of blues music 
on Shoppers Row. This is a licensed event.
• JULY 31: Masquerade Street Party, 6:30 pm
Celebrate in Mardi Gras style with Big Easy 
Funk Ensemble on Shoppers Row. There 
will be great music, electric energy and a 
fantastical parade, complete with juggling and 
stilt walkers. Not sure what to wear? Check 
out our mask-making workshop on July 27, 
purchase a mask onsite by donation to Habitat 
for Humanity or simply come as you are! This 
is a licensed event. 
• AUGUST 7: Art Attack on the Row, 5pm
Ready to get creative with your neighbours 
and local artists? Join us for a fun-filled 
collaborative, community art event where 
we’ll explore chalk art and interactive art 
activities, along with bouncy castles and other 
family-friendly activities. Let’s come together 
and create something beautiful! 
• AUGUST 14: Art in Action, 6:30pm
This year, we’re bringing you the most 
exhilarating art event yet! Artists will start a 
painting on one canvas before they move on 
to their neighbour’s canvas. They will add to 
each others’ paintings until they make it back 
to their original spot to finish the masterpiece 
they started. And, of course, you’ll get the 
chance to bid on these unique creations at the 
end of the night. This is a licensed event. 
• AUGUST 21: Latin Night, 6:30pm
Join us for a night of live music with Orquesta 
Obatala and Latin dancing with the Forbidden 
Dance Company! Whether you’re coming 
solo, as a pair, or part of a group, all ages, 
stages and abilities are welcome. Let’s learn 
some new moves and groove to Latin beats all 
evening. This is a licensed event. 
• AUGUST 28: Music in the Night, Live 
Streets Finale, 6:30pm
Let’s celebrate the finale of 2024 CR Live 
Streets event series together, downtown, with 
Five Alarm Funk. With 20 years of experience, 

in high voltage Funk infusion, FAF has 
carved a new path of live entertainment. The 
engagement, the hilarity, the precision and 
execution have heralded these manic Funk 
Bots with eight studio albums, two JUNO 
nominations, three Western Canadian Music 
Awards and a rap sheet of positive reviews. 
This is a licensed event.

Plan ahead and schedule your summer of 
fun today so as not to miss out! Information is 
available online in the community calendar at 
campbellriver.ca/events and at City facilities.
Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/
Campbellriverrec to stay up to date with all 
City events.

EVENTS IN CR
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DI
Submissions
The Discovery Islander 

welcomes written submissions 
of interest to the Discovery 

Islands community:
news, events, opinion and

musings are fair game.
In the interests of efficiency 

please email your text  
and or photos to:

news@discoveryislands.ca

Heriot Bay Tides
DATE      TIME PDT    M.            FT.         
12	 06:05	 2.7	 8.7
Fri 	 10:48	 3.3	 11
	 16:28	 2.3	 7.5
	 23:38	 4.5	 14.9
13	 06:49	 2.4	 7.8
Sat 	 12:20	 3.3	 10.8
	 17:06	 2.7	 9
14	 00:03	 4.4	 14.6
Sun 	 07:33	 2.1	 6.8
	 14:10	 3.4	 11.2
	 17:53	 3.2	 10.4
15	 00:29	 4.4	 14.3
Mon	 08:17	 1.8	 5.8
	 16:01	 3.7	 12.1
	 19:02	 3.5	 11.6
16	 09:00	 1.5	 4.8
Tue 	 17:11	 4	 13.2
	 20:38	 3.8	 12.5
17	 01:30	 4.3	 14.1
Wed 	 09:42	 1.2	 3.9
	 17:57	 4.3	 14.2
	 22:12	 4	 13
18	 02:11	 4.3	 14.1
Thu 	 10:23	 1	 3.1
	 18:35	 4.6	 15
	 23:19	 4	 13.1
19	 02:58	 4.3	 14.2
Fri 	 11:04	 0.7	 2.4
	 19:10	 4.7	 15.6
20	 00:09	 4	 13
Sat 	 03:49	 4.4	 14.3
	 11:45	 0.6	 1.9
	 19:44	 4.9	 16
21	 00:52	 3.9	 12.7
Sun 	 04:43	 4.4	 14.4
	 12:27	 0.5	 1.5
	 20:16	 5	 16.4
22	 01:35	 3.7	 12.2
Mon 	 05:41	 4.4	 14.4
	 13:09	 0.5	 1.5
	 20:49	 5.1	 16.6
23	 02:20	 3.5	 11.5
Tue 	 06:42	 4.3	 14.2
	 13:51	 0.6	 1.9
	 21:20	 5.1	 16.7
24	 03:09	 3.2	 10.4
Wed 	 07:44	 4.2	 13.8
	 14:33	 0.9	 2.9
	 21:50	 5.1	 16.7
25	 03:58	 2.8	 9.1
Thu 	 08:51	 4	 13.2
	 15:16	 1.3	 4.4
	 22:19	 5	 16.5
26	 04:48	 2.3	 7.7
Fri 	 10:05	 3.8	 12.6
	 15:59	 1.9	 6.3
	 22:48	 4.9	 16.1
27	 05:39	 1.9	 6.3
Sat 	 11:33	 3.7	 12.2
	 16:46	 2.5	 8.3

THE DI CLASSI FI EDS

Services Home & GardenHelp Wanted

Up to 35 words: $25 
(including gst) – one time
36 to 70 words: $45 
(including gst) – one time
Email your ad 
and pay online at 
discoveryislander.ca
Questions? Email  
news discoveryislands.ca

DI
CLASSI FI EDS

NEXT DI DEADLINE
7pm Monday, July 22
out on July 26, 2024

ROOFING
Professional Roofing Services
www.javaroofing.com
Call JAVA ROOFING at 250.204.2638 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS 
in Q Cove. Lawn Mowers, Tractors, 
Chainsaws, Trimmers, Generators etc. 
Also some electric power tools. Please 
call Don @ 250.285.3960.

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Notary Public on Quadra located inside 
Sacred Pulse at Quathiaski Cove shops, 
we offer notarial services, personal 
planning documents (wills, powers of 
attorney, representation agreements).  
Call 1.855.204.6277 (toll-free)  
email info@quadranotary.ca

MASSAGE 
by foot pressure. SOUL SOLE delves 
deeply into your muscles tackling 
fatigue and pain. Using long, sweeping 
strokes and strong, even pressure, I 
massage you with my feet!! Call Jen 
Reis 250-285-0070 soulsole.ca

LOW PRESSURE  
DRIP IRRIGATION
system installation, repair & 
modification, consultation for 
customized solutions. More efficient 
watering and using less water. 
Maintenance & repair of underground 
irrigation systems. Kai 250-850-9245
ggpropertycare@gmail.com

GARDEN WORKSHOPS
Ryan Nassichuk is delighted to be 
offering a series of practical gardening 
workshops on Quadra Island 
this spring and summer.  
See www.garden-workshops.com  
for more information. Ryan’s 
other professional horticultural 
services can be found at  
www.nassichuk.com 

EXTERIOR CLEANING
Roof/Gutter Cleaning
Pressure Washing
Call Alex 250 895 0098

DREAM TEAM LANDSCAPING
Your island's local 
outdoor professionals.
We can handle all your landscape, 
concrete and exterior carpentry needs.
Check out our website: 
DreamTeamLandscaping.ca

MILTON ROAD GREENHOUSE
NOW OPEN
Great Selection of vegetable, flowers, 
herbs, transplants and perennial 
flowers. Hours: Tues-Sun 10am to 5pm
1068 Milton Road • 250-285-2076

THE QUADRA CIRCLE Senior 
Activity Centre is currently seeking 
a part time cook/chef to prepare 3 
healthy lunches per week for 15-30 
seniors with the help of a group 
of friendly volunteers. For a full 
description of this employment 
opportunity please email Heather 
at hkquadracircle@gmail.com or 
pick up a copy from the Quadra 
Circle office Wed or Fri from 11am-
3pm.  Deadline to email or drop off 
resumes June 19, 2024.

RENDA LANDSCAPING AND 
DESIGN
Serving Quadra Island since 1994
Call Paul at 250-204-3429 or email 
paulrenda901@gmail.com

SHOP
DISCOVERY ISLANDERS

LOCAL

WAYPOINT SIGNS & PICTURE 
FRAMING Custom signs for home 
and business, address signs, boat/
vehicle decals, and picture framing. 
Open Monday & Friday 9–2, Tues & 
Thurs 9–5. NEW OWNER with Sarah’s 
full and enthusiastic approval. Next 
door to Quadra Builders.
250.285.2815 desk@waypointsigns.com

Heidi RidgwayHeidi RidgwayHeidi Ridgway

Advance Realty

   3 bedroom Home on Acreage3 bedroom Home on Acreage3 bedroom Home on Acreage
Home boasts unique kitchen

dining room area with vaulted
ceilings. You will love the claw

foot tub in the 4 piece main
bathroom. The property boasts

forest and a sunny field for
gardening. Lots of unique

features. Must be seen to be
appreciated. Located 2 blocks
from the ocean. Call for more

info today! New Price $625,000

Quadra Island's Most
Experienced Resident

Realtor®!

Serving the Rock since 1995!

250-202-2217
HeidiRidgway@RoyalLepage.ca

www.QuadraIslandRealEstate.comwww.QuadraIslandRealEstate.comwww.QuadraIslandRealEstate.com


