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Thanks to Everyone 
Who Supported our  

Annual Christmas 
Dinner at the HBI

see page 10
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From grappling with some of the 
world’s most difficult rock climbs 
to sending giant lines on snow or 
dirt the big screen will come alive 
at the Tidemark Theatre and the 
Quadra Community Centre when 
the Banff Mountain Film Festival 
World Tour makes its annual stop 
in the North Island early in the 
New Year.
Every year premier film-makers 
from around the globe gather in 
Banff, Alberta at the beginning 
of November for a celebration 

From the film Jirishanca

The Banff Mountain Film Festival 
World Tour is playing at the 
Tidemark Theatre on Thursday, 
January 9, 2025 and Friday, 
January 10, 2025 and then on 
Sunday, January 12, 2025 at 
the Quadra Island Community 
Centre with completely different 
film programs each of the three 
nights. All three shows begin at 
7pm prompt so please be at the 
door in time to be seated for the 
start. For more info about the 
films see www.wildisle.ca

Banff Mountain Film Festival World Tour

Cortes RadioCortes RadioCortes Radio

Drop in and tune out

Tidemark Theatre
Sunday, January 12, 2025 @ 7 pm
Community Centre  

Campbell River Quadra Island

brought to you by:

Tixs: tidemarktheatre.com  & at the door
Tix: tidemarktheatre.com & at the door

From Campbell River come over on the 
6:15 pm ferry and return on the 10:15 pm sailing.

Thursday, January 9, 2025 @ 7pm
Friday, January 10, 2025 @ 7pm

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

250.203.8652

Contact me for a list of current listings and sales 
for the past year (including links to photo galleries).

Renée Stone

Considering selling your home?
Get in touch today for a market evaluation 
and find out how working with a REALTOR™ 
can improve your home search or sale.

ReneeStone@QuadraIsland.caAdvance Realty

of mountain adventure, culture 
and environment. Over a 
long weekend event, a jury of 
renowned mountaineers and 
cinematographers, along with the 
cinema audience select the very 
best of each year’s crop of films 
for awards & accolades. Some 
of those films then go on to be 
showcased on a tour of over 40 
different countries including here 
on Vancouver Island.
Amongst the films screening 
locally is Jirishanca,  by Sender 
Films, Patagonia Films. This 
32 minute film tells the story 
of renowned alpinists Josh 
Wharton and Vince Anderson as 
they attempt a free ascent of the 
Jirishanca, an epic 6000-metre 
peak in the Peruvian Andes. The 
duo tackles 5.13 face climbing, 
horizontal ice roofs, technical 
mixed terrain, and treacherous 
snow mushrooms as they 
reconcile the inherent risk of 
climbing with their love of alpine 
adventure.

Tickets are on sale through the 
Tidemark Theatre box office at  
www.tidemarktheatre.com. Cost 
is $30 for adults and $25 for youth, 
students and seniors. Seats are 
assigned at the Tidemark but it’s 
festival style seating at the Quadra 
Community Centre. Tickets are 
usually still available at the door, 
correct cash change preferred at 
Quadra please.
See you there!

Mobile Heavy 
Equipment
service and repair

Automotive service and repair
 Welding and Fabrication
Mobile and Quadra shop

wolfdenmechanical@gmail.com
250-285-2215
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DAY TO DAY
ISLAND CALENDAR WHAT’S ON AT QCC

REGULARS
Sundays
• Meditation Group: Quadra Children’s Centre, 10am
Mondays
• Pickleball, at Cape Mudge Gym, drop-in fee $3, 10am-noon.
• Badminton at Cape Mudge Gym, drop-in fee $3, 7:30pm
Wednesdays
• Pickleball, at Cape Mudge Gym, drop-in fee $3, 6:00-8:00 pm
• Poker Night: Quadra Legion 7:30pm.  
Thursdays
• Pickleball, at Cape Mudge Gym, drop-in fee $3, 6:00-7:30 pm. 
• Badminton at Cape Mudge Gym, drop-in fee $3, 7:30pm
• Shakespeare Discussion Group QCC Room 2 beginning 30 January. dets pg.5
Saturdays
• Meat Draw: Quadra Legion 5 to 6:30pm  

For free inspiration give us a call
Rowan Growcott-Weeks
250-203-4566

O�ering Quadra's most diverse 
set of building skills...
Let us manage all your
home improvement dreams

HAPPY NEW YEAR QUADRA!! 
Jump into the action at the Community Centre! 

Come down, get involved and be part of YOUR 
community!

WHAT’S HAPPENING at the Quadra Community Centre 
(QCC):  Jan 10 – 24 2025

THIS COMING WEEK: January 10 – 17 
FRIDAY: 8:30 Fitness with Jeannie; 9:30 Men’s Fintess; 10:30 Friday Painters; 12:00pm 
Smart Recovery: to join contact Jude: : smartrecoveryquadra@gmail.com; 7:45 Friday Flicks 
Presents: The Count of Monte Cristo 

SUNDAY: Banff Film Fest! Doors open at 6:20, film starts at 7:00 

MONDAY: 8:30 am Fitness with Jeannie;  10:00 Parents and Tots; 1:00 Jewlery Making 
(Quadra Circle); 1:00 Sing for Pure JOY; 2:30 Cargivers Support Group; 5:30 Iyengar Yoga; 
7:00 Garden Club Annual Slideshow; 7:00 Mindset Workshop   

TUESDAY: 9:00 Quadra Quilters; 2:30 Kids Afterschool Sports with Dave (Into to handball); 
3:00 Sewing Crafts for Kids; 5:00 Circuit Training with Nicki; 5:00 BRO-ga (men’s yoga) with 
Sarah; 7:15 International Folk Dancing 

WEDNESDAY:  12:00 Community Kitchen Lunch!; 1:00 Mosacis; 3:00 Ping Pong; 4:00 Kids 
Afterschool Sports with Dave (Intermediate basketball)

THURSDAY: 10:00 Parents and Tots Dance with Kate; 10:00 Pelvic Floor Training (Quadra 
Circle); 3:00 Art IN Nature with Elke; 5:00 Core Strenght with Nicki; 6:00 Begginers Dance with 
Heidi; 6:00 Drop-in Floor Hockey for Kids (Quadra School Gym); 7:00 Drop-in Floor Hockey for 
Adults (Quadra School Gym); 6:30 Quadra Singers; 7:00 Embodied Movment Class 

FRIDAY: 8:30 Fitness with Jeannie; 9:30 Men’s Fitness; 10:30 Friday Painters; 10:00 
Spinners and Knitters; 12:00pm Smart Recovery: to join contact Jude: smartrecoveryquadra@
gmail.com

FOLLOWING WEEK: January 18 -24 
SATURDAY: 7:30 Cultrual Events Presents: Kai Glensteenand Cathrine Ordronneau

MONDAY: 8:30 am Fitness with Jeannie; 10:00 Parents and Tots; 1:00 Sing for Pure JOY; 
1:00 Jewlery Making (Quadra Circle);  3:00 Way to Go; 5:30 Iyengar Yoga with Dood; 7:00 
Mindset Workshop 

TUESDAY: 10:15 Core Strength and Bone Health (Q Circle); 2:30 Kids Afterschool Sports 
with Dave (Into to Handball), 3:00 Sewing Crafts for Kids; 5:00 BRO-ga (men’s yoga) with 
Sarah; 5:00 Circuit Training with Nicki; 7:15 International Folk Dancing

WEDNESDAY: 11:00 Art in Nature for Homeschoolers; 12:00 Community Kitchen Lunch!; 
1:00 Mosacis; 3:00 Ping Pong; 4:00 Kids Afterschool Sports with Dave (Intermediate to 
basketball)

THURSDAY: 10:00 Parents and Tots Dance with Kate; 10:00 Quadra Circle Pelvic Floor 
Training; 12:00 Shakespear Study Group;  3:00 Art IN Nature with Elke; 5:00 Core Strenght 
with Nicki; 6:00 Begginers Dance with Heidi; 6:00 Drop-in Floor Hockey for Kids (Quadra 
School Gym); 7:00 Drop-in Floor Hockey for Adults (Quadra School Gym); 6:30 Quadra 
Singers; 7:00 Embodied Movment Class  

FRIDAY: 8:30 Fitness with Jeannie; 9:30 Men’s Fitness; 10:30 Friday Painters; 10:00 Spinners 
and Knitters; 12:00pm Smart Recovery: to join contact Jude: smartrecoveryquadra@gmail.com

QCC is the place for all things community! 

Anything from community groups and clubs, to yoga, fitness classes, parents and tots, 
painting, folk dancing, singing, workshops, birthday parties, concerts, playing, learning, 
volunteering… and SO much more! Thank you for all of your support!  Find a paper copy of 
the Fall/ Winter Rec Guide in your mail box, or pick one up here in the QCC office.  For further 
info phone 250-285-3243. OR go to our website and to our Recreation Guide tab to view 
the guide there: http://www.quadrarec.bc.ca OR navigate to our new REC DESK calendar to 
see whats happening each day, (click on each activity in the calendar to expand it’s details): 
https://quadrarec.recdesk.com/Community/Calendar

Thursday, January 9
• Banff Mountain Film Festival, Tidemark Theatre Campbell River, 7pm dets pg.2
Friday, January 10
• Banff Mountain Film Festival, Tidemark Theatre Campbell River, 7pm dets pg.2
• Friday Flicks presents The Count of Monte Cristo, QCC, 7:30pm
Sunday, January 12
• Banff Mountain Film Festival, Quadra Island Community Centre, 7pm dets pg.2
Monday, January 13
• Garden Club Slideshow Night, QCC, 7:00pm
Wednesday, January 15
Co-ops 101 Film Night, Bayview Room HBI, 7pm
Saturday, January 18
• Bingo! Quadra Legion,  7:00pm
• Kai Gleusteen and Catherine Ordronneau QCC,  7:30pm dets pg. 7 
Monday, January 20
• Way to Go meeting, QCC Rm. 3, at 3 to 4:30 pm.
Friday, January 24
• Open Mic wi Dylan Alps & Band, HBI Pub, 8pm
Saturday, January 25
Live Music & Dinner with BTU, Herons at the HBI, Reservation required, see pg. 5
• Dance with Fanfare Quadra Legion,  9:00pm, $10.
Sunday, January 26
• The Kerplunks, QCC, 3pm dets pg. 5
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List Your Event in 
the DI’s News & 
Events Calendar 

• Email  us at
news@discoveryislands.ca

• Drop off your item at Inspirations
in Quathiaski Cove

• Bring it to our office at 701 Cape 
Mudge Road

ISSUE 847
10 JANUARY, 2025
Publisher Philip Stone

The DI is published every two weeks. 
Our current edition and upcoming 

deadlines are available online:  
www.discoveryislander.ca

CONTACT US
email news@discoveryislands.ca

phone 250 285 2234
mail Box 280 Q Cove BC V0P 1N0

office 701 Cape Mudge Road
hours Monday–Thursday: 10-4

Opinions expressed in this magazine 
are those of the contributors and are 

not the views of the publisher. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
We welcome items for publication 
on subjects of interest to the 
Discovery Islands community. 
• 250-300 words is a good length 
for community announcements.
• Send articles in the body of an email.
• Canadian spelling please:  
centre, colour, jewellery etc...
• Please use the title of your item 
in the email subject line. 
• Remember to include credits and 
captions for photos & artwork.

WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO INCLUDE 
ALL ITEMS SUBMITTED, ERRORS AND

ACCIDENTAL OMISSIONS MAY OCCUR.

COPYRIGHT 2025
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

NEXT DEADLINE
7pm Monday, January 20 

for publication on  
Friday, January 24, 2025

RRdiscove   y
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Meditation 
Group 
WE MEET every Sunday at the 
Quadra Children’s Centre at 10am 
for a 45 min sitting meditation on 
a cushion or chair, followed by a 
short break with tea and cookies. 
There is a reading of a book based 
on Buddhist perspectives and 
meditation practices, and then a 
discussion on the text we read. 
Everyone is welcome, a small 
donation is appreciated. For 
more info call Don at 250 285 
2193 or Kai at 250 850 9245.

For the seventh year in a row, the 
Quadra Island Young Musicians 
Fund (YMF) is pleased to 
announce that we are offering 
Gift Certificates for music lessons 
to all young residents of Quadra 
Island. These Gift Certificates can 
be used to pay for private music 
lessons, either in person or online.  
Anyone can apply as long as you 
are a resident of Quadra Island 
and aged 18 or younger.  
To apply, please email us for an 
application form or pick up a 
paper application at Inspirations 
or find one online in the Files 
section of our Facebook page 
“Quadra Island Young Musicians 
Fund.” Fill it out and either 
return it to Inspirations, mail 
it to Box 221, Heriot Bay, BC 
V0P-1H0, or scan and email it 
to quadrayoungmusicians@gmail.
com. 

Anybody Can Play! Gift Certificates 
for Music Lessons for Kids
Application Deadline: January 31st

Our "Anybody Can Play" Gift 
Certificate Program is made 
possible through donations from 
supporters. Would you like to 
support our program this year?  
You can either send an e-transfer 
to quadrayoungmusicians@
gmail.com, mail a cheque to the 
address above, or donate directly 
at Coastal Community Credit 
Union. Deadline: January 31st. 
You can also donate your Spirit 
Board points to #310.
SAVE THE DATE for our Annual 
Concert and Fundraiser!  Sunday, 
May 4th at 6pm.
- Dave Blinzinger, Jen Banks-Doll, 
and Aura Haydon, Organizers



PAGE 5www.discoveryislander.caISSUE 847 • JANUARY 10, 2025

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Sunday, January 26, 2025 
starting at 3:00pm
Moms, Dads, Grandmas, 
Grandpas, Aunts, Uncles bring 
your little ones and enjoy a toe-
tapping energetic afternoon of 
music by The Kerplunks.  This 
multi-award winning band 
provides a unique live 
performance with a full four-piece 
multi-instrumental band, playing 
a variety of upbeat musical styles 
that even adults enjoy. You’ll 
“Learn to Be Green” and might 
even hear some songs about ants, 
gumboots, licorice, bicycles or 
bunkbeds. Who knows what 

The Kerplunks will have in their 
repertoire! It’s guaranteed to be 
a fun afternoon for the whole 
family. 
Thanks to the collaboration of 
Quadra Literacy and Quadra 
Concerts, tickets cost $5.00 each. 
Yes, that’s right! $5.00! What a 
bargain! Kids 2 and younger are 
admitted free. Tickets are on sale 
now at Inspirations in Quathiaski 
Cove and Copper Coast in Heriot 
Bay. (Cash only.) They will also be 
available at the door. 

Way to Go
Join us on Monday January 20, 
from 3 pm to 4:30 pm, QCC Rm. 
3, including a time of sharing, 
presentation by Quadra’s Notary 
Public, discussion, & business. 
Bring $2 for rental. 

Info or zoom link at <way2go.
ca>, or 285-3298.  

Upcoming events: Feb 24--MAiD 
at 7:15 pm, Mar 2--Death Ed. Fair 
at 1 pm. Shakespeare 

Discussion Group
(Free to all)
Did high school ruin Shakespeare 
for you? Here's a chance to 
reclaim him. A small group of 
non-academics will get together 
in January to shine their own light 
on King Lear. 
Did Cordelia and Lear get what 
they deserved? Did Kent suffer 
from Stockholm syndrome? 
Is the Fool more a product of 
Shakespeare or the actor who 
portrays him? 
Films, close reading, criticism, 
history, but most of all neighbours 
talking.
Thursdays 12:30-2:30pm, 
beginning 30 January 2025, Rm 
2 (Board Room) Community 
Centre. For more information:  
Blake Rodgers, 250.702.1201; 
brodgers@spinemidwest.comPhoto by Sean Fenzl

2025  
Quadra Island  
Studio Tour
Calling all Quadra Island Artists !  
Make your New Year’s Resolution 
to participate in the 2025 Studio 
Tour!!  
The 2025 Annual Weekend Tour 
will take place Saturday, June 7th 
and Sunday June 8th.  Open your 
studio or exhibit at the Quadra 
Island Community Centre.  Watch 
for more details on how to apply 
in the New Year!  Happy Holidays 
and wishing you all an inspiring, 
creative and productive 2025.

Co-ops 101 
Film Night
January 15th at 7pm at the HBI 
(Bayview Room)
Are you curious about 
cooperatives and how they work? 
Are you interested in meeting 
other “co-op curious” folks and 
exploring the possibilities for co-
ops on Quadra?
Please come to our first learning 
event, the first of many we hope, 
as we look into this exciting 
business model by watching and 
discussing a short film. Everyone 
welcome!

Get Ready… 
The Kerplunks are coming!

Happening 
at the Legion
• Saturday, January 18th 
7-9:30pm!  1st Bingo of 2025
• Saturday, January 25th Come 
dance to the funky beats of 
Fanfare, a fiddler extraordinaire.  
9:pm $10 
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Finding  
Climate Solutions 
- FREE Workshop
Bomb Cyclone? Really? As extreme storms, 
droughts, flooding and forest fires have made 
climate change very personal in BC over 
the past 5 years, an increasing number of 
people are experiencing climate anxiety. The 
climate crisis can feel too big to stop or even 
mitigate, but over 200 international scientific 
researchers say it is possible to do just that. 
There are currently available solutions to 
counter this crisis based on the work of Project 
Drawdown and Project Regeneration. Hope 
lies in implementing these actions.
Did you know that two of the most powerful 
climate solutions occur in our kitchens more 
than in the cars we drive? Would changing 
cooking methods in a distant country actually 
help? Do we really need to talk about this?
Finding Climate Solutions is a fast-paced 
1.5 hour interactive workshop where such 
questions will be explored. The Council 
of Canadians Campbell River chapter is 
generously hosting this free event January 
22, 10:30am – 12 noon at the Campbell 
River Community Centre. The workshop is 
presented by Regenerate BC, a registered 
nonprofit society dedicated to climate change 
education.
A more in-depth 5 week course will be 
available (to those chronologically eligible) 
through North Island Elder College Campbell 
River in March 2025.
For more information, call: 250-337-8955.

On January 10 Friday Flicks kick-off its 
Spring 2025 series with The Count of Monte 
Cristo. Doors and concession open at 7:30. 
Showtime 7:45, Quadra Community Centre.
This French historical action adventure film 
is  based on the 1844 novel by Alexandre 
Dumas.
Edmond Dantes becomes the target of a 
sinister plot and is arrested on his wedding 
day for a crime he did not commit. After 14 
years in the island prison of Château d'If, he 
manages a daring escape. Now rich beyond his 
dreams, he assumes the identity of the Count 
of Monte-Cristo and exacts his revenge on the 
three men who betrayed him.

Friday Flicks Spring 2025 Season Starts

January 24 - All We Imagine as Light. The 
light, the lives, and the textures of 
contemporary, working-class Mumbai are 
explored and celebrated by writer/director 
Payal Kapadia, who won the Grand Prize 
at this year’s Cannes Film Festival for her 
revelatory fiction feature debut. Centering 
on two roommates who also work together 
in a city hospital—head nurse Prabha (Kani 
Kusruti) and recent hire Anu (Divya Prabha)—
plus their coworker, cook Parvaty (Chhaya 
Kadam), Kapadia’s film alights on moments 
of connection and heartache, hope and 
disappointment. Prabha, her husband from an 
arranged marriage living in faraway Germany, 
is courted by a doctor at her hospital; Anu 
carries on a romance with a Muslim man, 
which she must keep a secret from her strict 
Hindu family; Parvaty finds herself dealing 
with a sudden eviction from her apartment. 
Kapadia captures the bustle of the metropolis 
and the open-air tranquility of a seaside 
village with equal radiance, articulated by her 
superb actresses and by the camera with a 
lyrical naturalism that occasionally drifts into 
dreamlike incandescence. All We Imagine as 
Light is a soulful study of the transformative 
power of friendship and sisterhood, in all its 
complexities and richness.

New to Quadra? 
The Discovery Islands Chamber of Commerce 

and local businesses welcome you with 
a gift bag. 

Contact Carol Ann T.  
carolannt@telus.net
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Saturday, January 18, 2025 at the QCC 
starting at 7:30pm
Quadra Concerts is delighted to start off the 
new year with Kai Gleusteen and Catherine 
Ordronneau, an accomplished violin and 
piano duo from Barcelona. Both have enjoyed 
performing with the Quadra Chamber Music 
Festival and look forward to returning to 
Quadra Island as a duo.  Gleusteen serves as 
concertmaster for the symphony orchestra 
at the Gran Teatre del Liceu and runs his 
own chamber music operation, Kaimerata 
Concerts, whenever he’s not touring with 
his violin. Ordronneau, a gifted pianist, has 
received the highest possible distinction from 
France’s Conservatory de Rouen.
The duo first met in 1997. Both had earned 
top prize in a Parisian music contest and were 
playing at an exhibition for former winners. 
Gleusteen wasn’t able to hear Ordronneau’s 
performance, but she complimented him on 
his, thereby piquing his interest. Though the 
exhibition owner initially wanted Gleusteen 
to collaborate with other pianists, he had his 
first recital with Ordronneau near the turn of 
the century, and their relationship developed 
from there. They have been working together 

Building for and employing 
islanders since 1980

• BC licensed 
residential builder

• Custom homes
and renovations

• Resort and
commercial buildings

• Energy efficient
homes

• Cost effective design

J. Toelle Construction Ltd

250.285.3783 • info@jtoelle.com • www.jtoelle.com

since 1999 and have establish themselves 
as one of the most important duos in the 
interpretation of sonatas for violin and piano. 
Having performed more than 100 recitals in 
Europe, Canada and USA, they are praised for 
their unique partnerships, “playing under the 
control of a single intelligence”, and for the 
emotional power of their interpretations.
Unlike his wife, Gleusteen wasn’t constantly 
running to his instrument as a kid. There was 
a fair amount of bartering and negotiation in 
the household as his mom, Elsi, pushed him 
to practice violin more. Yet despite all the 
top-flight teachers, masterclasses and recitals, 
Elsi paradoxically did not want her son to take 
up a career in music, so Gleusteen studied 
physics and math in university. Those subjects 
eventually bored him. Violin did not.
In that regard, Gleusteen shares something 
in common with Ordronneau, who made 
it through two years of law school before 
focusing fully on music. Their shared 
chemistry has proven a blessing to them both 
in the professional realm. “There’s a lot of 
partners who have their respective careers, but 
they don’t get along musically, and the fact that 
we do is such a luxury because it means that we 
can travel together and perform together,” says 
Gleusteen. “Otherwise, you know, it can be 
quite a lonely life as a musician. Catherine and 
I share similar goals, objectives and especially 
our concept of what music-making is. 

When we rehearse together, we don’t say very 
much, and the moment we have people added 
in, we find that we have to talk much more to 
explain things. A lot of it is just understood 
when we rehearse together, because we’re 
thinking of music in the same way.”
As lifelong lovers of classical music, the 
duo focuses on showcasing a different 
composer each year. Through Kaimerata 
Concerts, they’ve already spotlighted Mozart, 
Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms, Schumann and 
more. For our Quadra island audience, Kai and 
Catherine are bringing a diverse offering of 
Bela Bartok, George Enescu, César Franck and 
George Gershwin. We look forward to seeing 
and hearing more from Kai and Catherine – 
partners both on and off the stage!   
If you’ve enjoyed having classical music 
presented on Quadra Island, please make 
sure you buy a ticket to this wonderful winter 
concert by Kai Gleusteen and Catherine 
Ordronneau. There are very few classical 
concerts presented by venues that are close to 
Quadra Island and we truly hope you’ll come 
out to support this presentation. 
Advance tickets for $20 are available at 
Inspirations in Quathaski Cove, Copper Coast 
in Heriot Bay and online through Tidemark 
Theatre. Tickets will be available at the door 
for $25. Students 16 and younger will be 
admitted free when accompanied by an adult. 

Quadra Concerts Presents…
Kai Gleusteen & Catherine Ordronneau in Concert
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8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday to Friday

We are a $10 Day Childcare Centre

Find us online
quadrachildrenscentre.com

School Age Programs
Quadra Kids
Grades 1-5

Wonderful Leaf
K - Grade 1

Preschool Program
3 to 5 years

(Exemptions may be available 
for 2.5-year old's; please inquire)

Swedish Death Cleaning, or 
döstädning, is a thoughtful 
way to prepare for the 
inevitable: death. It’s about 
simplifying your life and 
easing the burden on those 

who will have to manage your belongings 
when you’re no longer around. While the 
term might sound a bit morbid, it’s really an 
invitation to take control of your possessions 
before it’s too late. The concept, introduced 
by Swedish author Margareta Magnusson in 
The Gentle Art of Swedish Death Cleaning, 
encourages you to gradually reduce your 
belongings with the understanding that, one 
day, others will have to sort through them. It’s 
not about tidying up; it’s about considering the 
emotional and physical load your things might 
place on your loved ones when you're gone.
The idea behind Swedish Death Cleaning is 
simple: start decluttering now, little by little, 
rather than waiting until you're older or facing 
a crisis. Magnusson recommends approaching 
the process gradually to avoid feeling 
overwhelmed. The goal is to make life easier 
for those left behind by thoughtfully deciding 
what you really need or care about. It’s about 
simplifying your space today and making the 
task of sorting through your things easier for 
family members later on.
Sentimental items can be the hardest to part 
with because they hold memories. However, 

Swedish Death Cleaning asks you to consider 
whether keeping these items is truly necessary 
or if they might be more of a burden for others. 
A helpful strategy is to take photos of these 
items before letting go of them—this way, 
you can preserve the memories without the 
physical clutter. This allows you to hold on to 
what matters emotionally while lightening the 
load for the future.
While Swedish Death Cleaning is primarily 
about decluttering, it also offers emotional 
benefits. Many people find that as they begin 
the process, they feel lighter and less stressed. 
It’s a way of letting go of unnecessary things, 
which can bring more mental clarity and a 
greater sense of focus. The act of clearing out 
physical space can also lead to emotional space, 
allowing you to reflect on what truly matters—
whether it's your relationships, experiences, or 
the items that bring you joy and meaning.
At its core, Swedish Death Cleaning is about 
confronting the reality of mortality. We all 
know that one day we’ll die, but few of us are 
prepared for the aftermath—the responsibility 
our belongings place on those we leave 
behind. Swedish Death Cleaning helps you 
take that responsibility seriously, so your 
family or friends don’t have to deal with an 
overwhelming task when you’re gone. By 
starting this process today, you show care 
for your loved ones, making your eventual 
departure just a little bit easier for them to 
handle.

To get started, begin with easy items that don’t 
hold emotional value—things like old clothes, 
books you no longer read, or kitchen gadgets 
you never use. Take it one room at a time and 
set aside time each week to declutter. This 
approach keeps it manageable, and you’ll start 
feeling the benefits of simplifying your life 
along the way.
Swedish Death Cleaning isn’t just about 
preparing for the end—it’s a chance to live 
more intentionally now. By letting go of 
unnecessary things, you make room for what 
truly matters and create a legacy that reflects 
who you were and what you valued. You will 
die, but by practicing Swedish Death Cleaning, 
you can ensure that what you leave behind is 
thoughtful, meaningful, and easy for others 
to manage. It’s a simple, kind act that brings 
clarity and peace of mind.
Way To Go strives to integrate death as part 
of life by initiating conversations, providing 
education, and encouraging people to prepare 
for end-of-life. We also empower, guide, and 
support the practice and process of caring 
for our own dead and dying, in community. 
Visit our website, way2go.ca; view upcoming 
events, read previously written articles, and 
join our email list. 
Written / submitted  
by Margaret Verschuur.

Swedish Death Cleaning
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Email  us at
news @discoveryislands.ca

Drop off your item at Inspirations 
in Quathiaski Cove

Bring it to our office
at 701 Cape Mudge Road

DI Submissions

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Christmas Bird Count 2024
Four teams of keen birders took to the south end of Quadra Island on 
December 29th for the annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC). In spite 
of rain and sheltering birds, they were able to spot 61 species and 1,831 
individual birds. Quadra’s numbers have been added to the total count 
for the area and submitted to Birds Canada operating in partnership with 
the Audubon Society.
Ornithologist Frank M. Chapman, an early officer of the National 
Audubon Society, along with several burgeoning conservationists were 
becoming concerned over the holiday tradition in the 1800s of shooting 
as many birds as possible on Christmas Day. He proposed counting 
birds for a Christmas Bird Census on December 25th, 1900, rather than 
shooting them. 125 years later the CBC is North America’s longest-
running citizen science project and wildlife census.
What used to happen on Christmas Day alone now happens on any one 
day from Dec 14th – Jan 5th every winter, as decided by each counting 
circle. There are some 2,100 counting circles with a 24 km (15 mile) 
radius throughout Canada, USA, and several Latin American and 
Caribbean countries. British Columbia has over 100 counting circles. 
The southern portion of Quadra Island is included in nearby Campbell 
River’s. Neighbouring circles include Cortes Island, Sayward, Alert Bay, 
Powell River, Little River – Powell River Ferry and Comox.
Counting is done by a range of volunteers from ornithologists and 
seasoned amateurs to novice birders. Data from the CBC is used by 
researchers and conservation groups to study bird population trends, 
their long term health, and distribution across the continent informing 
conservation efforts to protect birds and their habitats.
An appeal will be made before the next CBC with contacts for interested 
observers - no matter their skill level! Residents who would welcome 
birders to count at their feeders or on their bird rich property on the 
next CBC would also be encouraged to reach out to the Quadra CBC 
coordinator at that time.
The Birds Canada website has much information on the subject:  
tinyurl.com/yj6ctna2 for those getting excited for next Christmas already! 

- Margrit Johnson

Golden-Crowned Kinglet Pacific Wren

Wisdom in the Woods: A Journey of Transformation
I've been contemplating what true transform really means – the kind 
of deep change that shows up as an unwavering joy and a skip in your 
step. You know that feeling when you're so alive with possibility that 
everything feels within reach? That's what I'm talking about.
When asked why I do what I do, the answer blurted out of me, 
“Empowered people make better decisions, not just for themselves 
but for the world.” And if we want to see that kind of empowerment 
spread, we need to do more than talk about it – we need to live it. Be the 
example. Show the way through being the way.
I have a passion for trees and they have become great teachers. I can’t 
help but to lean in and kiss them (really!), and I feel their profound 
wisdom. Their roots run deep in networks of mutual support, while their 
branches reach skyward. When storms come, they don't fight – they 
bend and circle with the wind, flexible yet unshakeable.
But their most powerful lesson has been about forgiveness. Every 
time I visit, I find myself apologizing to them for humanity's mistakes. 
Their response? Pure acceptance. No grudge, no blame. They just keep 
standing tall, keep offering shade, keep being exactly who they are – the 
giving tree, always.
This is where transformation 
takes root. While I've been good 
at offering acceptance to others, I 
haven't always extended that same 
grace to myself. Yet these wise old 
beings keep teaching me that true 
strength isn't about being perfect 
– it's about continuing to grow and 
give, no matter what comes.
When we tap into this way of 
being, something magical happens. 
Joy becomes our natural state 
rather than something we chase. 
We become living invitations for 
others to discover their own path 
to empowerment. Like the trees, 
standing tall, roots deep, branches 
reaching skyward – being exactly 
who we are, giving exactly what 
we're here to give, and trusting 
that this is enough.
In fact, it's more than enough. It's 
exactly what the world needs right 
now.
- Jill Brocklehurst-Booth
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ohn SeffzigJ
C O N S T R U C T I O N

Complete 
Construction Services

Renovations

Compact Excavator 
Loader Services

Fine Finishing

Custom Homes

T/F: 250-285-3982
johnseffzigconstruction.ca

Journeyman Carpenters
BC Licensed Residential Builder

Home Warranty

The Quadra Island Garden Club Presents:

Annual Garden  
Slideshow & Video
Plus a discussion with other gardeners. 
Monday, January 13th, 7-9pm at the Quadra 
Community Centre.
Every year we do a garden slideshow.  This 
year we are doing something a little different!  
Local photographer and gardener Allan 
Mandell is putting together some beautiful 
photos of west coast gardens as well as some 
images from his most recent trip to Japan!  
He will also be showing a previous show 
showcasing Quadra Gardens in the fall.
This year we are also going to be showing some 
short garden videos from local videographer 
and gardener Paul Davies who now has a 
YouTube Channel!  Paul has developed a 
variety of tools and techniques for gardening 
in efficient and ergonomic ways, and loves to 
share his learning via video.
At the end of the meeting we will be hosting a 
discussion so we all can learn from the wisdom 
in the room.  Questions will include: What do 
you struggle with in the garden?  Where do you 
go for inspiration and advice?  What were your 
favourite seeds or plants in 2024?  What topics 
would you like to learn about in 2025/2026?
Everyone welcome!  Come early to renew your 
annual membership, chat with fellow gardeners, 
and enjoy some coffee and goodies.  Doors 
open at 6:30. Members FREE, Guests $5.00.
Check our website for more information 
about upcoming events:   
www.quadraislandgardenclub.com

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

Quadra Island Outdoor Club
Upcoming Events

We’re scheduling trips which are feasible in a 
variety of conditions.  Here are the upcoming 
events:
15 Jan, Wednesday - hike a Silk Stocking-Little 
Black Dress loop
22 Jan, Wednesday – hike the Heriot Ridge 
loop 
27 Jan, Monday – hike from Nymph Falls to 
Comox Lake
3 Feb, Monday – snowshoe at Mt. Washington
We have a great variety of trips to destinations 
on Quadra and on Vancouver Island.  The 
details about Club outings are available 
at: qioutdoorclub.org/schedule-fall-
winter-2024-25/   
For more information about the Outdoor 
Club visit qioutdoorclub.org or email to 
qioutdoorclub@gmail.com 

Much Gratitude for 
Supporting Annual 
Christmas Dinner

COMMUNITY: Durable good relations 
that extend beyond immediate genealogical 
ties.  From Latin Communitas "community", 
"public spirit"
There is a long tradition of community 
Christmas dinners at the Heriot Bay Inn. 
We and those before us treasure the 
importance of strong ties between us and 
the delicacy of the thread that binds us. 
Communication through sharing a meal, 
camaraderie and laughter strengthen and hold 
our bonds true. 
Our Quadra Island community has a sturdy 
volunteer undercurrent which creates 
wonderful events such as this. We are truly an 
amazing place in the world.
This Christmas feast depends 100% on 
donations, 

We are over the top grateful  
for the kind generosity of:

Sysco Foods
Quadra Island Golf Course
Labatt’s	
The Children of the Swamp
Heriot Bay Inn
Donations sent in from many Islanders
The Donation Box 

People who volunteered:
A special thank you to kitchen volunteers Chef 
Dan Budeweit and his team who charged the 
kitchen, creating our delicious dinner with all 
that this entails. 
To all the volunteers: your kindness and giving 
nature is inspirational.
To everyone who gathered and enjoyed a 
Christmas dinner together, thank you so very 
much, it is a privilege to live life and share in 
this community.
- Lois Taylor
On behalf of the Community Custodians for 
the Heriot Bay Inn:
Christi Custodial GM, Mo, Blake, Brian, 
Emery, Yuri, Juanita, Deb, Pat, Paul, Pam, 
Tina, Tracy, Brad, Alli, Bjorn, Aki, Peter, 
Evelyn, Michael D, Marie, Lois, Michael T, 
Red, Lorraine, Robyn, Melissa

Happy New Year to our 
wonderfully generous 
Quadra community!
In November I wrote a request for donations 
on behalf of the ICAN Food Recovery 
Program.
The response was immediate and we received 
an amazing total of $1293.35 which will keep 
this program in operation for the next year.
Thank you so much to all the people who 
chose to support this program in this way.
Thanks again to the businesses that help us 
recover and distribute food and to all the 
volunteers that make this happen each week. 
You are all so appreciated.
Stacey Nielsen 
ICAN Food Recovery Program  
Team Lead

SHOP
DISCOVERY ISLANDERS

LOCAL
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Discovery Islands Region 
Proposed Community Health Centre 
 

 
       PROJECT UPDATE #1 – NOVEMBER 2024 

 

B.C.  Association for Community Health Centres:  https://bcachc.org/ 
Video on the STEPS CHC (example of an urban CHC): https://youtu.be/tCKG5XnQjW4 
Video on the Sun Peaks CHC (example of a rural CHC): https://youtu.be/CjFY5vUwqOI 
Do you have a question, or would you like to share some feedback?  Please email:  Marguerite@saanichtonsystemsconsultants.com 

 

 

 
 
A coalition of community health associations is proposing the creation of the “Discovery Island Community 
Health Centre (CHC)”. This document is meant to answer some of the commonly asked questions and provide 
information to the community about the proposed CHC. Additional information will be provided to our 
communities in the New Year. 
 
 
Q. Why are we considering a new model for healthcare on 
the Discovery Islands Region? 
A. Recruitment and retention of primary care providers is a 
challenge throughout our health system.  Many island 
residents do not have a primary care provider and access to 
primary care is often limited to off-island urgent care visits.  
This is likely to continue unless we look at alternatives in the 
way primary care is managed and delivered. 
A Community Health Centre model can increase attachment 
to longitudinal primary care and support the sustainability, 
coordination, and administration of existing primary care 
options so that community members can access appropriate 
primary care.  

Q. What is a Community Health Centre? 
A. Community Health Centres (CHCs) are created by not-for-
profit organizations to provide comprehensive, accessible, 
affordable, and culturally appropriate primary care services 
through a collaborative team approach.  A CHC is governed 
by community members through a registered society and 
focused on community priorities.   
  
Q. What services will the new Community Health Centre 
(CHC) offer? 
A. Focus will be on stabilizing current primary care services 
across the communities. The goal is to provide services and 
supports based on the unique needs of our communities and 
improve the health and well-being of our residents.  
 
Q. Where will the Community Health Centre be located? 
A. The submitted plan will focus on coordinating current 
services at existing sites and adding more service providers, 
rather than building a new facility. It will be managed by an 
Executive Director reporting to a volunteer non-profit Board 
of Directors representing the sponsoring communities. This 
model significantly relieves the volunteer board members of 
much of the administrative burden of operating our health 
services.   

 
Q. How do we establish our own Community Health 
Centre? 
A. The process to establish a community health centre 
starts with the development of a detailed proposal and 
service plan that is submitted to the Ministry of Health for 
funding approval.  When the proposal is approved and 
funded the not-for-profit entity will be formed and the 
implementation activities will start. 
A grant has been provided for the project to support the 
development of the proposal for a Discovery Islands 
Community Health Centre that will encompass the 
Discovery Islands Region.  

Q. What will be the name of the Community Health 
Centre? 
A.  For the purposes of planning, we will use the name of 
Discovery Islands Community Health Centre but will 
undergo a process to create the brand that reflects the 
communities being served by the Community Health 
Centre. 
 
Q.  Who is involved in the planning process? 
A. Community members have been advocating for many 
years for a healthcare model that is accessible, sustainable, 
and focused on the specific needs of our rural communities. 
The Planning Table for this project is made up of board 
members from Cortes Community Health Association, 
Quadra Island Health Society, Klahoose and We Wai Kai 
Nations, Campbell River Primary Care Network, the BC 
Association of Community Health Centres as well a medical 
advisor, Pat Peterson, and a project manager, Marguerite 
Vickery. 
The process will include opportunities for community 
members to provide feedback and communication updates 
will be provided on a regular basis.   

Links for more information on BC Community Health Centres (CHCs) 
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REGIONAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Hello and Happy New Year! Here’s hoping for 
a healthy, connected and kind 2025 in the 
Discovery Islands, on the coast, across the 
country, and beyond.

Quadra’s Recycle Depot
‘When will Quadra’s new recycling depot 
finally be operational’ is one of the most 
frequently asked questions I receive. I’m very 
happy to share an update with some positive 
news to start the year: the new depot has 
an anticipated opening of Spring 2025! The 
geotechnical work is complete, procurement 
of the structural work and building is in 
progress, and an operator has been secured. 
Quadra’s recycle depot is managed by the 
Comox Strathcona Waste Management 
Service: CSWM staff are focused on the 
final push of getting the depot operational 
this spring. The depot’s hours of operation 
are under review by staff and the operator, 
working within the allocated budget 
and a jurisdictional scan of other island 
communities. Stay tuned for further updates 
on CSWM’s webpage about Quadra’s depot 
conversion: cswm.ca/quadradepotconversion.
Many folks are looking forward to an expanded 
range of what we can recycle here on Quadra… 
I’m one of them, and I’m super stoked to ‘see 
you at the new recycle depot’! 

Financial Planning
It’s financial planning/budget season at the 
SRD, the time of year when Directors & staff 
take a careful look at each Service. In Regional 
Districts every Service operates in a ‘silo’, with 

its own operating and capital reserve funds – 
this is dictated by the Local Government Act, 
and is different than the municipal financial 
model. 
Facets of the financial planning process include 
staff providing estimated cost increases on 
a service-by-service basis; consideration 
of adequate capital reserves for future asset 
management requirements for each Service; 
allocation of gas tax funds to infrastructure 
projects on a five-year timeline; deliberation of 
business cases for additional projects, and more. 
The Board (& community) will see a draft 
budget in January. In anticipation of this, 
staff brought forward two business cases in 
December: a financial kickstart to the Regional 
Housing Service, and funding further phases of 
the SRD’s Reconciliation Framework. 
Regarding the Regional Housing Service, 
CAO Dave Leitch advised that for cost-
neutral housing projects, interim financing is 
necessary; he added that a workforce housing 
project will be coming forward to the Board, 
likely to the January meeting. The anticipated 
impact of the Regional Housing Service is 
estimated to be $11 for the average-value Area 
C residential folio in the years 2025 & 2026.
The Board has previously committed to 
developing an Indigenous Reconciliation 
Framework Action Plan which aligns with the 
Calls to Action of the Truth & Reconciliation 
Commission & BC’s Declaration of the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples Act. The business case 
presented noted that co-development of the 
Framework is multi-faceted and requires 

outside expertise. If included in the budget as 
presented in December, the impact is estimated 
to be $3.38 per Area C residential folio in 2025. 
Following the January 22 Board meeting, 
when we receive the draft financial plan, 
there will be a clearer view of the anticipated 
requisition for 2025. The Board may move to 
change it January through March: the final 
plan must be approved by March 31 of the 
year. I’m anticipating a small increase in the 
requisition for the Quadra Community Centre: 
saving for future needed capital projects is key 
to ensuring the heart of Quadra’s recreation 
will continue to be adequately sustained and 
able to support islanders. 

Strathcona Gardens Recreation Service
Over the holidays I’ve received dozens of 
emails from residents writing to express their 
frustrations with the possibility of Area C 
residents being included in the Strathcona 
Gardens Service – which would lead to a 
significant additional tax burden. I appreciate 
folks taking the time to share their concerns. 
Since this topic was first brought to the 
Board table, I’ve highlighted to my fellow 
Directors the significant community alarm 
with this possibility. In November I brought 
a motion through the Electoral Area Services 
Committee to the Board, asking that the Board 
support a referendum of Area C residents 
should the upcoming additional recreation 
participation report identify Area C for 
inclusion in Strathcona Gardens. While the 
motion was defeated, my determination for 
residents to have their say continues. I will 
continue speaking in favour of Area C residents 
being meaningfully consulted and against 
actions leading to Area C residents being taxed 
for Strathcona Gardens without consultation. 
To share your thoughts on this topic or 
anything else with the Board of Directors, send 
an email to administration@srd.ca; you’re 
welcome to ‘cc’ me. For your email or letter 
to be shared with all Directors, it needs to be 
addressed to the Chair and Board or include 
within it a request for it to be included as 
correspondence.

Connect
You’re welcome to connect with me 
with questions or concerns: you can 
email rmawhinney@srd.ca, or call 
250.203.2468. If you’d like to chat in person, 
you can book an in-person meeting at calendly.
com/robynmawhinney. Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve our community, I 
appreciate it.
Until next time,
Respectfully,
Director Robyn Mawhinney

LAYOUT-1.indd   1 16-04-18   11:12 AM

P: 250-285-3583

www.quadrateventures.ca
Quadrate01@gmail.com
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An Open Letter To The SRD 
RE: Area C OCPs for Quadra Island and the 
Outer Discovery Islands
To Whom It May Concern,
I have been a resident and an active 
community member of the Outer Discovery 
Islands for many decades. 
On December 5, I wrote to the General 
Manager of Services at the Strathcona 
Regional District, in an attempt to gain clarity 
over the issue of Area C OCPs.
Having not had a response from her, or anyone 
else in her office, who are apparently in charge of 
working with the communities of the Discovery 
Islands, both Quadra Island and the Outer 
Islands, to create provincially mandated OCPs 
for these communities, I am reaching out once 
more, both to the planners and to the decision 
makers on the Board of Directors at the SRD.
There seems to be a great deal of confusion 
surrounding the subject of OCPs for Area C, 
both in the communities of Quadra Island and 
the Outer Discovery Islands as well as within 
the SRD planning department itself.
I realize we are in the middle of the week 
before the Christmas holiday, and that nothing 
more will take place before the New Year, but 
I would like to respectfully request that the 
SRD’s Four Phase OCP project be paused at 
once, and dialed back to the beginning so that 
all of us, both in the Outer Islands and Quadra 
Island can be assured that we, the community 
members of these two very separate and 
distinct communities, are being listened to 
and that there will be two separate and distinct 
OCPs, one for each of our communities, as was 
originally communicated to residents of Area C.
Somewhere in the Provincial or SRD literature 
I have read that the process of creating OCPs 
is supposed to be community driven. I know 
that the people of Quadra Island and the Outer 
Discovery Islands are very much aware and 
engaged in the process and that for the last five 
and a half years, the Outer Discovery Islands 
population has been under the impression 
that our community was in the process of 
developing our very own OCP which would 
replace our existing Bylaw, the Desolation 
Sound Rural Land Use Bylaw (1993), because 
we know, better than most, that the Outer 
Discovery Islands are unique and distinct from 
Quadra Island or the Campbell River area. 
What is desirable for others may not be so for 
the Outer Islands.
It is not true, as has been asserted by SRD GM 
of Services, that “The Read Island residents 
fully understood and were supportive of the 
move towards a new Electoral Area C OCP 
that is to include the entire area”. If this were 

so, Outer Island residents would not be in 
shock right now, scurrying about, arranging 
meetings within the community to discuss 
next step options. They would not be writing 
angry letters to the SRD.
Going through my files I have found many 
emails, notes, public notices, various SRD 
director and Community Association board 
member’s reports and other documentation 
that clearly shows the Outer Islands’ 
community has been told and have understood 
that they would be involved in the creation of 
their own distinct OCP, separate from that of 
neighbouring Quadra Island.
On August 3, 2019, our Outer Islands community 
first met to talk about the SRD plan to create 
an ICSP (Integrated Community Sustainability 
Plan) for Area C, which would then inform 
the creation of an OCP to replace the existing 
Desolation Sound Rural Land Use Bylaw (1993). 
The ICSP was also to inform the review and 
subsequent update of the existing Quadra Island 
OCP, by the Quadra Island community, not a 
total re-write of that document by the SRD.
We are not merely observers in the process. 
Many of us have been seriously involved in 
the OCP process from the start. A number 
of Outer Island residents volunteered on the 
ICSP Task Force, which was assigned the 
job of sorting out the original draft ICSP 
document that the hired consultant ($70,000 
worth of public grant money) was unable 
to complete, accurately or on time. Many 
of us volunteered many months of our lives, 
working very hard, and in good faith along 
with at least 8 Quadra Islanders to correct 
that faulty document that was supposed 
to inform our OCPs. Plural. One to update 
Quadra Island’s OCP, the other to replace the 
DSRLUB(1993).
Many of us have read the document produced 
by the consultant for the ICSP process, and 
completed the ICSP Workbook (as well as 
numerous other simplistic SRD surveys) 
and noted many failings in that document 
too numerous to mention here. If this is any 
indication of the material that will inform 
any Area C OCP, whether one or two, or a 
combination of two parts under one title, 
then we will have our work cut out for us, 
once again, to correct all the mistakes and 
inaccuracies within it.
The planners, staff, most other members of 
the SRD Board of Directors, as well as most 
of the residents of Quadra Island have no clue 
about the Outer Discovery Islands. They know 
next to nothing of the people who live here, 
the geography of the entire area, what is and 
what is not within Area C, the demography of 
the various island communities. Most people 

in the Strathcona Regional District could not 
name the Discovery Islands and Mainland 
Inlets or even find them on a map, without the 
help of Google Maps. Most people in Campbell 
River have never heard of the Discovery 
Islands. Which is why I am so concerned about 
this area’s future being controlled by the Board 
of Directors of the SRD, heavily weighted by 
the urban Campbell River/SRD contingent.
The OCP information meeting held on Read 
Island on October 16, 2024, was attended by 
residents of several Outer Discovery Islands. 
The invitation to a second meeting, that was 
posted one day before the meeting was held 
on Quadra Island, on November 27, 2024 
was specifically addressed to those “living 
and working” on Quadra Island. Some Outer 
Islanders who may have liked to attend did not, 
or were unable to do so for logistical reasons. 
There was no virtual attendance offering for 
either of the OCP information meetings; so 
much for accessibility.
We are a strong community of many extremely 
talented, trained and educated, profoundly 
experienced people, of all ages, who reside on 
these islands; who between themselves have 
managed to design, create and build full and 
interesting lives, often with limited finances, 
for many decades, on this group of islands. We 
know what we want, we know what we need. 
We are a very capable group of individuals not 
easily fooled or manipulated.
It seems we have been let down by the SRD, yet 
again. Our own elected Regional Director, who 
represents her constituents, and who in fact 
works for them, appears to have been “muzzled” 
or otherwise prevented, by un-elected SRD 
bureaucrats, from doing her best to represent 
her Outer Islands constituents. Apparently we 
are no longer permitted to address her directly 
with our concerns about the OCP process, but 
must go directly to the un-elected planners of 
the SRD. Surely this cannot be right?
In any case, I once again ask that the current 
OCP process be halted for the time being, to 
be resumed only when the SRD can assure 
Outer Islanders that our community will have 
its own unique OCP, distinct and separate 
from that of neighbouring Quadra Island.
Sincerely,
Claudia Lake
Maurelle Island

Have an opinion to share?
Submit your letter to the DI by 

email: news@discoveryislands.ca
Opinions expressed herein  
are those of the authors,  

not the publisher.
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Strathcona Gardens  
- Property Tax Impacts for Electoral Area C
Many folks in our community are aware of the Strathcona Gardens (SG) Recreation Centre located in Campbell 
River, and its upcoming $70 million major upgrade.  What may be less known is that the Strathcona Regional 
District (SRD) is exploring ways to add our Electoral Area C to the “service area” that funds the facility through 
property taxes, and may attempt to do so without our consent. 
I’m an accountant working with others on the SG issue, and have estimated the property taxes our community 
would pay if we are added to the SG service (taxation) area.  The SRD’s 2024 financial plan, and 2025 
preliminary budget and approved business cases for SG, have been used for this analysis. 

Graph #1:

The estimated new property tax 
in 2025 for the average residential 
property in Area C is $500+ for SG 
alone, while the average residential 
property in Campbell River would 
drop by only $71, and Area D’s 
would drop by less than $40!  And, 
remember that user fees would still 
be paid by all at the door…
Why the large tax difference?  
When you remove a sizable 
amount of taxes paid by a large 
number of households (~16,000 
combined for CR and Area D) and 
add those costs to the taxes of a 
small community like ours (~2,100 
households), the small community 
pays a LOT more per household!
Forcing Area C to be added to 
the SG service area would create 
a painful tax burden to us, and 
provide only minor relief to CR 
and Area D!  In my opinion, 
even considering this option 
is yet another example of bad 
governance on the part of the 
SRD and its Board.
I hope everyone on Quadra 
Island, the Outer Discovery 
Islands, and Mainland Inlets 
become aware of what’s on the 
table here… we have not had a 
vote, we have never had a say, 
we rarely use the facility, and 
Campbell River enjoys the lion’s 
share of SG's economic and labour 
benefits.  CR and Area D do not 
have the same access issues that 
we have to use the facility - with 
no time impacts or costs of using 
the ferry service.  And, there is no 
existing precedent in BC for any 
small island community to pay for 
non-essential recreation services 
located outside their jurisdiction.
So, what can we all do?  Write 
letters to the SRD Board, and 
other relevant contacts, to let 
them know your concerns on 
this issue.  Sign any petitions that 
become available.  Attend SRD 
Board meetings or Information 
sessions, as these events are 
organized (or be the one to 
organize them!).  And, keep 
paying attention and taking action 
to make the SRD Board deliver 
good governance…
Sincerely,
Deb Rasnick

Graph #1 presents the estimated property taxes – related to SG only – for 2024 and 2025 at various Residential 
Property Assessment Values.  These taxes would be paid in addition to your current property taxes plus any 
other approved tax changes.  The 2024 figures are provided to show what we would have paid for SG if already 
in the service area, while the 2025 figures include approved budget increases and initial costs related to the 
facility’s major upgrades.  
The estimates presume the method currently used by the SRD to share SG costs would be expanded to include 
our Area.  But, as you’ll see on graph #2, the impacts to each area would be wildly different… 

Graph #2:
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ISLAND FORUM

Strathcona Gardens  
Potential Impact on Your Rent

Here in Area C, we are being faced with the possibility of a massive SRD 
property tax increase. The SRD is investigating Area C inclusion in a 
service area expansion to cover the Strathcona Gardens renovation. This 
tax increase could force landlords to seek a rental rate increase. 
Under the terms of the Rental Tenancy Act of BC, landlords can apply to 
the RTB to cover this extraordinary tax increase. Simply put, if the SRD 
is successful, your landlord may choose to increase rent a significant 
amount and there would be nothing you could do about it….
But there is something you can do. You can preemptively join the 
Friends of Area C (FOAC) and stop the SRD’s plan to expand the SG 
service area. Strathcona Gardens will always be there should you choose 
to use it, perhaps with an additional out of area user fee. 
FOAC plans to fight the SRD. Area C was never consulted with choosing 
to participate nor did we vote in choosing the most expensive renovation 
option. Only Campbell River and Area D had that luxury. The inclusion 
in service area expansion after the fact is taxation without representation. 
Once we are in the service, it will be almost impossible to get out. The 
time to fight  is now.
Source - From the RTA of BC
“ Landlords may apply to the RTB to increase rent above the yearly 
rent increase limit if: The landlord is facing a financial loss as a result 
of unforeseeable financing costs of purchasing a residential property. 
The landlord has incurred expenses to complete significant repairs 
to a manufactured home park.These costs must be related to services 
included in the rent.  Specific examples include: 
Significantly higher utility bills or “property taxes”.
Additional Source: “Brave AI search” asking what is the maximum 
allowable rent increase to rent in BC: The maximum allowable rent 
increase a landlord can pass to a tenant in British Columbia for the year 
2024 is 3.5%. This percentage was set by the government to address 
rising costs and ensure that rent increases remain below the 12-month 
average inflation rate of 5.6%. Landlords can only raise rent once every 
12 months by this amount, as per the Residential Tenancy Act and 
Regulation. However, landlords can apply to the Residential Tenancy 
Branch for additional rent increases under exceptional circumstances, 
but they must provide justification and pay an application fee of $300 
plus $10 for each affected unit, up to a maximum of $600.
So even as a renter you could be affected.  We are all in this together 
being either tenants or property owners. Please read Deborah Rasnick's 
letter in this edition to measure the full potential of impact.
Mike Gall

Strathcona Gardens:  
Some Contacts to Voice your Concerns
If you’d like your voice to be heard, please email or write to the 
Strathcona Regional District or others. Send your document to the SRD 
as per the instructions below. It is critical that your correspondence be 
included in the Board’s Agenda and copied to our Area Director, Robyn 
Mawhinney.
Email to: administration@srd.ca 
c.c. rmawhinney@srd.ca
To:  Strathcona Regional District Board and Chair 
Please place this letter on a public SRD Board Agenda as 
“Correspondence”
Or, by Mail (same specifics as above): 
Strathcona Regional District, 301-990 Cedar St. Campbell River, BC 
V9W 7Z8
You may also wish to add these addresses to your comments:
Strathcona Regional District
Address to:
“Chair and Board of Directors”: Chair Mark Baker:  mbaker@srd.ca
“Chief Administrative Officer, David Leitch”:  dleitch@srd.ca
“Corporate Officer, Tom Yates”:  tyates@srd.ca
Or, write to the Provincial Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs
The Honourable Ravi Kahlon 
HOUS.minister@gov.bc.ca

Thanks to Hannah Finch for contributing information for these Contacts.  
Hannah has posted a comprehensive contact list in the File section of the 
Friends of Area C Facebook page. 

If you’re interested in receiving email updates related to this or similar 
topics, please email: friendsofareac@yahoo.com

- Deb Rasnick for Friends of Area C

Heidi RidgwayHeidi RidgwayHeidi Ridgway

Advance Realty

25 Acres25 Acres25 Acres      Waterfront!Waterfront!Waterfront!
Stunning walk on waterfront

property. Zoned for 4 dwellings.
Mossy bluffs with panoramic

view building sites just waiting
for your dream house. You’ll love
the cool forests filled with giant
trees. Beach access with small

boat shed just waiting for you to
enjoy. South facing 25 acres

ready for your ideas! Call today
for more info or a personal tour!

Quadra Island's Most
Experienced Resident

Realtor®!

Serving the Rock since 1995!

250-202-2217
HeidiRidgway@RoyalLepage.ca

www.QuadraIslandRealEstate.comwww.QuadraIslandRealEstate.comwww.QuadraIslandRealEstate.com
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SKILLED PRUNING OF SHRUBS 
AND TREES, Fall garden and prop-
erty care, winter preparation.
Trained & experienced Horticulturist.
Reserve now a spot for skilled Fruit 
Tree pruning, starting in January.
Kai 250-850-9245
ggpropertycare@gmail.com

Home & Garden

Heriot Bay Tides
DATE      TIME PST    M.            FT.         

THE DI CLASSI FI EDS

Services Workshops

Like the DI
on FaceBook

ROOFING
Professional Roofing Services
www.javaroofing.com
Call JAVA ROOFING at 250.204.2638 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS 
in Q Cove. Lawn Mowers, Tractors, 
Chainsaws, Trimmers, Generators etc. 
Also some electric power tools. Please 
call Don @ 250.285.3960.

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Notary Public on Quadra located inside 
Sacred Pulse at Quathiaski Cove shops, 
we offer notarial services, personal 
planning documents (wills, powers of 
attorney, representation agreements).  
Call 1.855.204.6277 (toll-free)  
email info@quadranotary.ca

MASSAGE 
by foot pressure. SOUL SOLE delves 
deeply into your muscles tackling 
fatigue and pain. Using long, sweeping 
strokes and strong, even pressure, I 
massage you with my feet!! Call Jen 
Reis 250-285-0070 soulsole.ca

TIME TO BOOK WINTER 
PRUNING AND SOIL CARE 
Certified horticulturist and lifelong 
gardener Ryan Nassichuk can help to 
improve the health and productivity 
of many species of trees, vines, and 
shrubs through graceful winter and 
summer pruning, and by implementing 
comprehensive soil care strategies. 
Call 250-202-2326 or email nassichuk@
gmail.com for more information. 
Ryan’s websites: nassichuk.com and 
garden-workshops.com 

DREAM TEAM LANDSCAPING
Your island's local 
outdoor professionals.
We can handle all your landscape, 
concrete and exterior carpentry needs.
Check out our website: 
DreamTeamLandscaping.ca

WAYPOINT SIGNS  
& PICTURE FRAMING 
Custom signs for home and business, 
boat/vehicle decals, picture framing. 
Open Mon & Fri 9-2, Tues-Thurs 9-5.
Next door to Q Builders. 250-285-2815 
desk@waypointsigns.com.

Up to 35 words: $25 
(including gst) – one time
36 to 70 words: $45 
(including gst) – one time

NEXT DEADLINE 
 7pm Monday, January 20th

Email your ad & pay online 
at discoveryislander.ca
Questions? Email  
news discoveryislands.ca

DI CLASSI FI EDS

CONNECT, HEAL, AND AWAKEN
Journey back to your True Self in a 
5-week healing circle, Jan 8–Feb 5, 
7–8:30 PM. Connect, heal, and awaken 
to blissful well-being in the Driftwood 
Dome with guide Danae Jensen, CHt, 
RCT. 
www.soulfuldepths.co/livegroup  
604-782-0824 

10	 04:19	 4.54	 14.9
Fri 	 08:39	 4.05	 13.3
	 13:11	 4.70	 15.4
	 21:15	 0.71	 2.3
11	 05:16	 4.84	 15.9
Sat	 10:04	 4.14	 13.6
	 13:59	 4.64	 15.2
	 22:02	 0.57	 1.9
12	 06:01	 5.05	 16.6
Sun 	 11:09	 4.09	 13.4
	 14:52	 4.58	 15.0
	 22:46	 0.53	 1.7
13	 06:41	 5.17	 17.0
Mon 	 12:02	 3.98	 13.1
	 15:48	 4.51	 14.8
	 23:29	 0.57	 1.9
14	 07:16	 5.22	 17.1
Tue 	 12:49	 3.82	 12.5
	 16:46	 4.42	 14.5
15	 00:10	 0.71	 2.3
Wed 	 07:50	 5.21	 17.1
	 13:34	 3.63	 11.9
	 17:44	 4.30	 14.1
16	 00:50	 0.93	 3.1
Thu 	 08:21	 5.16	 16.9
	 14:20	 3.41	 11.2
	 18:38	 4.15	 13.6
17	 01:28	 1.24	 4.1
Fri 	 08:51	 5.07	 16.6
	 15:05	 3.17	 10.4
	 19:32	 3.97	 13.0
18	 02:04	 1.62	 5.3
Sat 	 09:18	 4.95	 16.2
	 15:49	 2.91	 9.5
	 20:30	 3.77	 12.4
19	 02:38	 2.05	 6.7
Sun 	 09:45	 4.81	 15.8
	 16:33	 2.65	 8.7
	 21:38	 3.60	 11.8
20	 03:13	 2.51	 8.2
Mon 	 10:10	 4.68	 15.3
	 17:17	 2.39	 7.9
	 23:04	 3.52	 11.5
21	 03:50	 2.96	 9.7
Tue 	 10:34	 4.55	 14.9
	 18:03	 2.14	 7.0
22	 00:56	 3.61	 11.8
Wed 	 04:33	 3.39	 11.1
	 10:59	 4.45	 14.6
	 18:50	 1.90	 6.2
23	 02:53	 3.86	 12.7
Thu 	 05:38	 3.75	 12.3
	 11:26	 4.37	 14.3
	 19:38	 1.67	 5.5
24	 04:04	 4.17	 13.7
Fri 	 07:27	 4.01	 13.1
	 12:00	 4.33	 14.2
	 20:23	 1.44	 4.7

MINDSET WORKSHOP
Elevate Your Already-Good Life | 
Mindset Workshop: Transform from 
successful to extraordinary. 
Three Monday nights in January. 
Limited to 12. Expert-led 
breakthrough sessions. $75 www.
theCentreCR.org “What’s Happening”

PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION

1,520 sq ft 3 bedroom 2 bathroom rancher built in 2017 
Home boasts ICF construction, steel siding, electric in-floor radiant
heating & soapstone woodstove 
384 sq ft tool shed/chicken coop/goat house, 3 storage sheds, another
goat house & duck house all included in sale
5.16 acre property has 3 acres of fenced well established gardens & 2
acres left in unfenced forest 
large ground mounted solar panels & inverter provide much of the
power to the property & gas generator provides back up power during
outages

220 IRENE RD *NEW LISTING!* 
$1,215,000  MLS# 981558

T. 250 285 3293 / 1 877 735 3293
billbradshaw@royallepage.ca
sarahbradshaw@royallepage.ca 

Your Guides to Island Adventure

Available at 
Book Bonanza

& Sidelines
@ HBI

www.wildisle.ca


